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EVERARD  C.  BREWER — Many  of  the  dredges, 
tugs,  barges  and  scows  which  navigate  in  and  around 
New  York  Harbor,  as  well  as  a  number  of  dry 
docks,  owe  their  inception  to  the  Brewer  Dry  Dock 
Company,  at  Mariners  Harbor,  which  was  founded 
by  Everard  C.  Brewer,  about  thirty  years  ago.  This 
company  ranks  among  the  important  concerns  of  its 
kind  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  is  now  being 
guided  under  the  presidency  of  Arthur  J.  Grymes, 
prominent  in  industrial  activities  hereabouts. 

Mr.  Brewer  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  a  member  of  one  of  those  old-time  ship-building 
families  who  for  generations  made  the  name  of  their 
State  synonymous  with  all  that  was  best  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  sea  craft.  There  he  thoroughly  learned 
his  trade  from  his  grandfather  and  father,  later  going 
to  sea,  sailing  to  and  from  the  various  ports  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  In  the  early  ’90’s  he  was 
employed  in  the  ship-building  industry  at  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  where  he  remained  for  several  years. 
He  then  joined  the  forces  of  the  New  Jersey  Dry 
Dock  and  Transportation  Company,  at  Elizabethport, 
New  Jersey,  acting  as  superintendent  of  the  plant. 
In  1899  he  came  to  Staten  Island  and  here  estab¬ 
lished  and  incorporated  the  Brewer  Dry  Dock  Com¬ 
pany  at  Elm  Park.  The  venture  was  a  success  from 
its  inception,  larger  quarters  being  soon  needed  for 
the  rapidly  growing  business.  At  one  time  the  plant 
was  located  at  the  foot  of  Harbor  Road,  Mariners 
Harbor,  where  the  construction  of  dredges,  tugs, 
barges  and  scows  was  specialized  in,  each  succeed¬ 
ing  year  bringing  evidence  of  new  developments  in 
the  company.  In  the  summer  of  1918,  the  plant  was 
again  moved,  this  time  to  its  present  location  on  the 
waterfront  of  the  Kill  Von  Kull  along  Richmond 
Terrace,  at  the  foot  of  Union  Avenue.  During  the 
period  of  the  World  War  the  company  was  very 
active  in  building  and  repairing  harbor  craft  of  all 
descriptions,  in  this  way  doing  its  share  in  help¬ 
ing  to  win  the  war,  which  was  highly  appreciated  by 
the  government  authorities. 

It  was  at  this  time,  in  1918,  that  Mr.  Brewer  was 
joined  by  Arthur  J.  Grymes,  president  of  the  Gry¬ 
mes  Engineering  Company  and  of  the  Vulcan  Iron 
Works  in  Jersey  City.  Mr.  Grymes  is  a  native  of 
King  George  County,  Virginia,  and  descendant  of  an 
old  and  well-known  Southern  family.  Possessed  of 
a  long  and  valuable  experience  in  railroad  marine 
management  and  ship-building,  Mr.  Grymes  became 
somewhat  of  a  marine  constructionist  himself,  the 
combination  of  the  two  talents  being  of  peculiar 
circumstance  in  bringing  further  recognition  to  this 
well-known  firm.  This  association  was  continued 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Brewer  on  May  14,  1925,  his 
passing  causing  deep  and  sincere  regret,  both  among 
his  employees,  who  had  learned  to  respect  him  for  his 
abilities  and  rugged  manliness,  and  among  the  many 
here  on  the  island  and  elsewhere  who  appreciated 
his  friendship. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Brewer,  Mr.  Grymes  ac¬ 
quired  control  of  the  company,  becoming  president, 
which  position  he  holds  at  the  present  writing.  In 
February,  1923,  the  plant  of  the  Johnson  Shipyard 
Corporation  of  Staten  Island  was  acquired  and  the 
two  plants  were  merged.  The  Brewer  Dry  Dock 
Company  has  continued  to  specialize  in  their  original 
work  and,  in  addition,  the  company  has  taken  up  the 
repairing  of  all  types  of  steel  vessels.  The  plant 
includes  eight  dry  docks  of  from  six  hundred  to  six 
thousand  tons  capacity,  a  well-equipped  machine  shop, 
a  large  blacksmith  shop,  a  boiler  and  welding  shop, 
several  wood-working  mills,  a  joiner  shop,  and  many 


other  important  departments,  giving  employment  to  a 
large  force  of  men. 

In  November,  1925,  the  company  completed  and 
launched  the  largest  single  section  wooden  dry  dock 
ever  constructed  in  the  ship-building  district.  This 
dock  is  now  in  use  at  the  Brighton  Marine  Repair 
Yards,  at  West  New  Brighton,  and  measures  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  eighty  feet  in  width, 
and  is  of  4,200  tons  lifting  capacity. 

Both  Messrs.  Brewer  and  Grymes,  during  their 
terms  as  president  have  been  ably  assisted  by  a 
competent  and  faithful  personnel.  The  sons  of  both 
Mr.  Brewer  and  Mr.  Grymes  were  part  of  the 
executive  staff  of  the  company,  the  latter’s  son, 
Arthur  J.  Grymes,  Jr.,  now  being  general  manager 
of  the  company.  The  local  Chamber  of  Commerce 
includes  the  Brewer  Dry  Dock  Company  on  its 
membership  roll. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Brewer  was  located  in  Elizabeth, 
New  Jersey,  while  Mr.  Grymes  is  a  resident  of  East 
Orange,  New  Jersey. 


GEORGE  HENDERSON  COLE,  JR.— Among 
the  Dutch  immigrants  of  the  seventh  century  was 
Theunis  Bastiaensen  Cool,  from  whom  numerous 
branches  of  the  Cole  family  are  derived.  Genealo¬ 
gists  have  differed,  however,  some  citing  Lambertse 
Cornelisse  Cool  as  the  original  progenitor,  others 
tracing  the  origin  of  the  family  to  English  emigrants 
to  Holland,  whose  name  was  originally  Cole.  On 
Staten  Island  there  was  certainly  an  Abraham  Cole  as 
early  as  1683,  sufficiently  respected  by  his  neighbors 
to  be  elected  assessor  of  the  west  division  from  1699 
to  1709,  and  to  the  office  of  justice  in  1713.  In  those 
early  days,  when  cattle  and  swine  were  an  important 
feature  in  rural  life,  and  every  farmer  allowed  his 
stock,  marked  for  identification,  to  roam  in  the  woods, 
the  master  of  cattle  marking  was  a  most  dignified 
official.  In  this  office  we  find  Abraham  Cole  in  1729. 

A  later  Abraham  Cole,  born  December  25,  1736, 
died  April  23,  1815,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution, 
and  in  his  honor  Abraham  Cole  Chapter  has  been 
named  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  There  have  been  many  more  Abraham  Coles 
in  the  years  that  have  passed  since  the  first  of  that 
name  helped  to  settle  Staten  Island,  and  the  family 
has  become  one  of  the  most  numerous  and  influential 
of  the  Island. 

Among  its  nineteenth  century  representatives  we 
find  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Cole,  post¬ 
master  at  Bentley  Manor,  when  that  euphonious  name 
was  used  for  the  present  Tottenville.  He  had  a  gen¬ 
eral  store  at  New  Dorp,  established  by  his  father,  and 
moved  to  Bentley  Manor  after  the  birth  of  several 
of  his  children.  He  married  Eliza  Reed,  who  was  de¬ 
scended  from  the  old  families  of  Britton,  Disosway, 
etc.  His  children,  besides  George  Henderson  Cole, 
Sr.,  father  of  our  subject,  were  John  B.  Cole,  who 
died  in  1887  after  marrying  Amelia  Nefus;  Albert,, 
who  was  lost  at  sea  while  still  a  young  boy;  and 
Gussie,  who  married  William  Shoemaker,  chief  of 
the  United  States  Revenue  Service  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia.  Rear  Admiral  William  Shoe¬ 
maker,  recently  retired,  was  their  son. 

George  Henderson  Cole,  Sr.,  was  born  at  New 
Dorp  on  May  3,  1842,  and  was  employed  in  the  old 
North  River  Bank  until  it  failed.  He  then  became 
associated  with  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Works,  con¬ 
tinuing  with  them  until  an  injury  received  in  an  auto¬ 
mobile  accident  necessitated  his  retirement.  Since 
that  time  he  has  lived  with  his  daughter,  Alberta, 
now  Mrs.  Arthur  Gifford  Lake,  of  Oakwood  Heights. 
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His  wife  was  Helene  Eugenie  Frerichs,  daughter 
of  William  Frerichs,  a  Hollander  whose  plantation  in 
the  Southern  States  was  ruined  in  the  Civil  War. 
Mr.  Frerichs  was  an  artist  and  professor  of  Fine 
Arts  in  Greenboro,  North  Carolina,  before  coming 
north  to  teach  in  Morrisania,  Newark,  and  elsewhere. 
Ernest  V.  Frerichs,  now  a  prominent  attorney  on 
Staten  Island,  is  one  of  his  sons. 

George  Henderson  Cole,  Jr.,  was  born  March  29, 
1882,  in  the  old  homestead  at  the  foot  of  Bentley 
Street,  Tottenville.  His  education  in  the  schools  of 
that  town  was  interrupted  at  the  age  of  seventeen  by 
his  enlistment  in  the  navy  as  engineer’s  yoeman  for 
the  Philippine  War.  Before  that  he  had  tried  to 
enlist  for  the  Spanish- American  War,  but  failed  be¬ 
cause  of  extreme  youth.  He  served  in  the  navy  for 
four  years,  on  the  “New  Orleans”  and  the  “York- 
town,”  and  came  home  on  the  “Isla  de  Luzon,”  one 
of  the  captured  Spanish  vessels.  During  the  insurrec¬ 
tion  in  the  Philippines,  his  ship  did  all  the  service 
work.  Mustered  out  of  the  navy  in  1903,  he  was 
employed  for  a  time  by  the  S.  S.  Dental  Works,  and 
later  by  the  Merganthaler  Linotype  Company.  Then 
he  became  police  inspector  for  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  and  in  1907  joined  the  New  York 
City  Police  Department.  There  he  has  risen  steadily 
in  rank,  being  now  assigned  to  the  9th  New  York 
City  (Detective)  District  as  aide  to  Inspector  Van 
Wagener. 

Mr.  Cole  married,  April  25,  1906,  Susan  H.  Chad¬ 
wick,  daughter  of  William  Chandler  Chadwick  of 
Prince  Bay,  and  like  her  husband  a  descendant  of  an 
old  family  on  Staten  Island,  the  Sharrotts.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Elsie  Hall  Cole,  born  March  18, 
1915,  and  now  a  student  at  the  Staten  Island  Acad¬ 
emy;  Miss  Elsie  was  named  for  Elsie  Manee  La- 
tourette. 

Mr.  Cole  is  a  member  of  Huguenot  Lodge  No. 
381,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  the  Police 
Square  Club,  of  New  York;  he  is  quartermaster  of 
Joseph  Decker  Camp,  Spanish  War  Veterans;  and 
a  former  member  of  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  home  is 
at  No.  33  Elmer  Avenue,  Prince  Bay. 


WILLIAM  A.  EAGLESON— In  thirty  years  of 
intelligent  and  faithful  service  he  climbs  from  the 
lower  rung  to  the  top  of  the  ladder, — this  is  the 
story  in  brief  of  William  A.  Eagleson,  postmaster 
of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Eagleson  was  born  on  March 
10,  1872,  in  Orchard  Street,  New  York  City,  son 
of  William  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Houston)  Eagleson. 
Mr.  Eagleson  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Brooklyn,  after  which  he  became  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  various  business  houses  of  New  York  City. 
On  July  26,  1898,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  entered 
the  postal  service  in  West  New  Brighton  under 
Postmaster  Robert  P.  Brown.  From  the  outset  he 
devoted  himself  unstintedly  to  his  exacting  duties. 
Advancement  for  him  has  not  been  a  matter  of  chance 
or  political  pull,  but  the  natural  and  logical  result 
of  close  application  to  his  work.  In  the  early  year3 
there  had  been  no  consolidation  of  the  post  offices 
on  Staten  Island,  each  one  being  an  individual  unit 
of  the  Federal  Department.  Consolidation  took  place 
on  February  1,  1917,  and  at  this  time  Mr.  Eagle¬ 
son  was  put  in  charge  of  the  finance  division  at  St. 
George,  F.  O.  Driscoll  being  the  postmaster.  Here 
he  served  up  to  March  1,  1922,  on  which  date  he 
received  the  appointment  of  assistant  postmaster  to 
Frank  Foggin.  Mr.  Foggin  retired  on  October  6, 
1926,  and  Mr.  Eagleson  was  made  acting  postmaster, 
continuing  in  this  capacity  until  his  elevation  to  the 


headship  of  the  office  by  President  Coolidge.  His 
appointment  as  postmaster  was  approved  by  the 
United  States  Senate  on  December  13,  1926,  and 
official  announcement  of  the  same  was  made  to  him 
on  January  II,  1927.  It  was  characteristic  of  him 
that  the  news  found  him  in  his  office,  busy  at  his 
typewriter.  Some  one  spoke  of  his  taking  a  vacation. 
“Vacation?  There  is  no  such  word  in  the  dictionary. 
I  haven’t  been  away  from  the  office  in  a  half  dozen 
years,”  he  remarked. 

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Eagleson,  one  soon 
realizes  what  a  growth  there  has  been  in  the  post 
office  business  of  the  island  during  the  thirty  years 
that  he  has  been  identified  with  it.  He  recalls 
that  when  he  entered  the  service  in  1898,  there  was 
no  parcel  post  division  nor  auto  mail  delivery.  Today 
there  are  nine  automobile  trucks  for  parcel-post 
delivery  and  two  for  the  handling  of  first  class  mail 
matter.  There  are  eighty-three  mail  carriers  and 
sixty-eight  clerks,  which  is  five  times  the  force  of 
1898.  In  addition  to  the  main  post  office  in  Hugot 
Building,  St.  George,  there  are  nine  branches,  located 
at  Port  Richmond,  Stapleton,  West  Brighton,  Rose- 
bank,  Mariners  Harbor,  New  Dorp,  Great  Kills, 
Princes  Bay  and  Tottenville.  In  one  single  day,  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  Christmas  holiday  season,  over  83,000 
pieces  of  first  class  mail  matter  passed  through  the 
office.  In  this  connection,  we  should  bear  in  mind 
that  Staten  Island  has  more  than  doubled  in  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 

Mr.  Eagleson  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
old  County  Defender  Hook  and  Ladder  Fire  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  the  present  fire  chief,  William  Beg- 
gin,  was  a  member.  For  diversion,  Mr.  Eagleson 
enjoys  listening  in  on  the  radio  and  occasionally  takes 
a  plunge  in  the  ocean,  being  an  expert  swimmer. 
William  A.  Eagleson  has  never  married.  Comment¬ 
ing  on  this  phase  of  his  career,  “The  Staten  Islander” 
remarks  that  “having  achieved  the  distinction  of 
being  elevated  from  the  ranks  to  that  of  postmaster 
after  thirty  years  of  uninterrupted  service,  Mr.  Eagle¬ 
son  has  failed  to  duplicate  this  record  in  a  domestic 
career.  He  has  refused  to  submit  to  the  adventures 
of  matrimony.”  He  lives  with  his  mother  and  sister 
at  No.  409  Manor  Road,  West  New  Brighton,  in  the 
house  that  has  been  his  borne  ever  since  the  one-horse 
trolleys  were  a  familiar  sight  on  Staten  Island.  In 
fraternal  affairs  Mr.  Eagleson  is  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Council  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  North  Shore  Veteran  Firemen’s 
Association.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 


MRS.  ANNA  E.  (HALL)  THOMPSON— 

Numbered  prominently  among  tbe  early  residents  of 
Staten  Island  are  the  allied  families  in  which  Mrs. 
Thompson  holds  kinship.  Their  contribution  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  a  territory  which  today  is 
considered  a  community  of  progressiveness  and  of 
civic  spirit,  was  one  of  sacrifice  and  devotion.  The 
union  of  tbe  Romer,  Noble,  and  Hall  families  with 
others  here,  was  particularly  conducive  to  forming 
strong  ties  which  in  themselves  proved  of  value  to 
the  island  at  large. 

The  birth  of  Mrs.  Anna  E.  (Hall)  Thompson 
occurred  in  Stapleton.  Her  paternal  great-grand¬ 
father,  Inman  Hall,  born  April  22,  1802,  died  Octo¬ 
ber  30,  1850;  he  was  a  Methodist  minister  who  also 
conducted  a  private  school  in  Port  Richmond.  He 
married  Eunice  Kelly,  born  December  23,  1803,  died 
March  21,  1865. 

Mrs.  Thompson’s  grandfather  was  Sylvanus  C. 


- 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


325 


Hall,  born  in  Stapleton,  December  16,  1828,  died  in 
1912,  and  by  occupation,  was  a  coal  merchant. 

Sylvanus  C.  Hall  married,  about  the  year  1854, 
Emeline  Smith,  who  was  born  April  17,  1836,  and 
died  October  8,  1868;  they  had  six  children. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Thompson  were  Captain 
George  Livingston  and  Catherine  Elting  (Romer) 
Hall,  natives  of  Stapleton  and  New  Dorp,  respec¬ 
tively,  who  were  married  in  October,  1877.  Captain 
Hall  was  born  in  August,  1855,  and  educated  in 
Stapleton.  He  then  obtained  a  position  with  a  local 
lumber  concern  which  in  turn  he  forsook  for  em¬ 
ployment  with  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany.  Becoming  attached  to  the  marine  division  he 
gradually  worked  his  way  forward  to  a  captaincy 
and  remained  at  this  post  for  more  than  forty  years 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  Stapleton,  December 
31,  I925-  He  was  a  member  of  Tompkins  Lodge, 
No.  741,  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and  generally  well 
known.  His  wife,  who  was  born  February  21,  1851, 
is  mentioned  in  the  marriage  record  as  Katie  E., 
being  designated  thus  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Andrew  at 
that  time.  She  died  a  year  after  her  husband,  during 
the  month  of  May.  Besides  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Thompson, 
seven  other  children  were  born  to  Captain  George 
Livingston  and  Catherine  E.  (Romer)  Hall.  They 
were  George  C.,  Arthur  W.,  Walter  A.,  Amanda  I., 
Raymond  P.,  Florence  V.,  and  Louise  E.  The  last 
two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Tracing  back  the  maternal  ancestry  of  Mrs. 
Thompson,  history  records  that  her  great-great¬ 
grandfather,  Daniel  Noble,  a  native  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  removed  from  that  State  to  Staten  Island  about 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  died  in  1799, 
his  wife,  Esther  Cole,  surviving  him  by  one  year. 
They  had  four  children:  Daniel,  Jr.,  Abraham,  Hat¬ 
tie,  and  Edward.  Edward  Noble,  born  April  17,  1799, 
married  on  November  4,  1820,  Mary  Johnson,  who 
was  born  February  15,  1802.  To  this  latter  marriage 
the  names  of  four  children  are  given  according  to 
records  of  births  and  baptisms  found  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Church,  where  the  Noble  family  were  devont  attendants. 
Ann,  the  eldest  daughter,  was  born  November  19,  1821, 
followed  by  the  birth  on  April  13,  1823,  of  Phoebe 
Ann,  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Thompson.  The  birth  of 
Catherine  E.  occurred  February  25,  1826,  while  John 
was  bom  September  13,  1835.  Ann  died  in  1822, 
Phoebe  Ann  in  1855,  Catherine  E.,  1913,  and  John 
in  1918.  In  addition  to  these  children  mentioned  in 
the  church  history,  another  volume  is  said  to  contain 
the  names  of  two  other  children  who  were  Marie  and 
Hiram.  Edward  Noble,  the  father,  died  on  July  3, 
1883,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  March  25,  1886. 

The  marriage  of  Phoebe  Ann  Noble  to  Isaac  P. 
Romer,  of  one  of  the  oldest  Tottenville  families,  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  first  come  to  Staten  Island  in  1632, 
took  place  on  May  22,  1844,  according  to  church  rec¬ 
ords.  The  children  of  Phoebe  Ann  and  Isaac  Romer 
were  John,  Sarah,  Emma  J.,  Mary  M.,  Catherine  E., 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Thompson,  and  Amanda.  One 
child,  Hattie,  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Anna  E.  Thompson’s  education  was  received 
in  the  schools  of  her  native  town,  after  which  she 
married  on  June  17,  1903,  at  St.  Simon’s  Episcopal 
Church,  Port  Richmond,  A.  M.  Thompson,  of  Man¬ 
hattan. 

As  a  resident  of  Stapleton,  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Thompson 
is  a  member  of  Rebecca  Chapter  of  the  Order  of 
Eastern  Star.  She  is  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community,  but  in  the  service  of  her  home  and  family 
lies  her  chief  concern.  Of  the  Kingsley  Methodist 
Church  she  is  a  member  and  a  regular  attendant. 


Her  husband  was  born  at  No.  21  Park  Row,  Man¬ 
hattan,  the  son  of  Benjamin  D.  and  Elizabeth  H. 
(Lyons)  Thompson.  After  he  had  obtained  his  edu¬ 
cation  he  entered  the  employ  of  James  McCreary  and 
Company  on  Fifth  Avenue  and  has  been  associated 
with  this  large  firm  ever  since.  At  present  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  interior  decorating  and  furniture  de¬ 
partment  in  an  official  capacity. 

He  attends  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
and  in  his  fraternal  associations  is  a  member  of 
Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  741,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Veteran  Company 
I,  10th  Regiment,  National  Guard  of  New  York, 
which  at  the  time  he  enlisted  was  known  as  Company 
17,  with  headquarters  in  Albany. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  an  accomplished  singer,  a  first 
Rnor  of  the  Banks  Glee  Club  of  New  York,  and  a 
deep  student  of  music.  He  has  always  been  known 
as  an  athlete  of  ability,  having  engaged  in  various 
sports  at  one  time  or  another  during  his  career.  His 
favorite  pastime  and  one  which  finds  him  an  especially 
active  participant  each  season  is  golf. 

A  daughter,  Eunice  H.,  was  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thompson  on  March  17,  1906.  She  attended  Public 
School  No.  15,  on  Grand  Street,  Stapleton,  for  a  time 
but  later  enrolled  at  Notre  Dame  Convent.  Like  her 
mother,  she  is  active  in  the  membership  of  the  Kings¬ 
ley  Church  and  is  identified  with  Tompkins  Chapter, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

The  Thompson  home  is  located  at  No.  104  Boyd 
Street,  Stapleton. 


CAPTAIN  HENRY  M.  CATTERMOLE— A 

pioneer  in  the  operation  of  local  ferryboat  service, 
and  the  son  of  Thomas  Cattermole,  who  was  a 
deep  sea  captain  and  master  of  old-time  sailing  boats, 
our  subject,  the  late  Captain  Henry  M.  Cattermole, 
of  Stapleton,  was  for  many  .years  in  command  of 
ferryboats  between  Manhattan  and  Staten  Island. 
A  man  of  infinite  courage  and  strength,  he  piloted 
the  ferryboat,  “Westfield,”  of  which  he  was  master, 
from  St.  George  to  the  Battery  in  a  driving  blizzard, 
a  venture  very  few  pilots  would  dare  embark  upon 
especially  when  the  storm  in  question  was  the  far- 
famed  blizzard  of  1888.  During  his  long  years  of 
service  in  the  capacity  of  ferryboat  helmsman  he  did 
much  for  the  general  progress  of  Staten  Island,  as 
much  perhaps  as  any  could  do  in  any  public  occupa- 
tion. 

Captain  Cattermole  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  August  27,  1842,  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Catherine  (Roberts)  Cattermole,  of  that  city, 
and  both  of  English  descent.  His  father,  who  early 
in  life  began  a  seafaring  career,  eventually  was  made 
a  sea  captain  in  charge  of  boats  sailing  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  this  country.  He  was  also  a  mariner  of 
fearlessness,  whose  love  for  the  life  of  a  seaman 
never  abated  and  was  thus  passed  on  to  his  son  who 
confined  his  activities  mainly  to  sailing  in  the  waters 
of  New  York  Bay.  The  elder  Cattermole  died  when 
his  son  was  about  six  or  seven  years  of  age  and 
after  the  family  had  removed  from  Philadelphia  to 
Staten  Island. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  the  younger  Cattermole  left 
home  to  follow  the  life  of  a  seaman.  For  six  years 
he  wandered  in  sailing  vessels  and  steam  boats  to 
distant  ports,  but  finally  returned  home  to  find  a 
position  awaiting  him.  Commodore  Cornelius  Van¬ 
derbilt,  founder  of  the  Vanderbilt  fortune  and  begin¬ 
ner  of  the  Staten  Island- Manhattan  ferry  service, 
commissioned  the  young  mariner  to  operate  a  boat 
between  St.  George  and  the  Battery.  This  was  in 
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i860,  when  our  subject  was  but  nineteen  years  of 
age. 

Captain  Cattermole’s  ferryboat  service  career  ex¬ 
tended  through  the  regime  of  Commodore  Vanderbilt 
and  its  successive  periods  of  changing  ownership  until 
his  retirement  in  1908.  During  his  forty-eight  years 
spent  in  crossing  the  waters  of  the  upper  bay,  the 
pioneer  pilot  transported  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
passengers  over  a  total  mileage  computed  to  equal 
at  least  one  thousand  round  trips  to  Europe.  How 
well  he  pursued  his  duties  is  evidenced  in  the  fact 
that  not  a  single  serious  accident  was  ever  recorded 
to  a  boat  captained  by  him. 

The  most  notable  achievement  in  this  half  century 
of  sailing  in  the  busiest  body  of  water  in  the  world 
was  a  trip  he  essayed  successfully  during  the  terrific 
blizzard  of  1888.  The  story  of  this  venture  is  one 
which  bespoke  the  determination  and  quality  of 
perseverance  that  pervaded  his  character.  His  pas¬ 
sengers,  merchants,  lawyers,  doctors  and  others  in 
professional  and  business  life,  for  long  years  after 
were  high  in  their  praise  of  this  worthy  captain 
because  of  this  event.  We  quote  in  part  a  local 
news  sheet  of  some  time  ago,  entitled  “The  Politician,” 
which,  with  the  then  Borough  President  George 
Cromwell  and  Mayor  McClellan,  had  managed  to 
secure  legislation  to  retain  the  old  employees  of  the 
ferry  lines: 

The  Staten  Island  ferry  employees  are  to  be  re¬ 
tained.  The  measure,  which  was  introduced  in  the 
Legislature  last  January  by  the  friends  of  these 
men,  passed  both  houses,  was  approved  by  Mayor 
McClellan  and  is  to  be  signed  by  Governor  Higgins 
next  week. 

The  amount  of  work  necessary  to  get  this  bill 
before  the  Governor  was  surprising.  The  Demo¬ 
crats  in  the  Senate  under  the  leadership  of  Senator 
O’Grady  worked  against  the  measure  with  all  their 
might.  In  the  Assembly  this  bill  met  with  much 
more  kind  treatment.  Assemblyman  Wedemeyer 
made  a  telling  speech  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  many  of  his  Republican 
friends,  along  with  a  number  of  Democrats  whom 
he  persuaded  to  vote  for  the  measure,  the  bill  was 
finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  96  to  87. 

The  people  of  Staten  Island  decided  that  if  it  was 
in  their  power  to  have  the  men  who  had  served  so 
faithfully  for  years  retained,  they  would  have  it 
done. 

Half  the  stories  of  the  unselfish  devotion,  bril¬ 
liant  work,  incomparable  bravery  that  the  Staten 
Island  ferry  employees  have  shown  have  not  half 
been  told.  The  following  incident  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  exploits  in  the  history  of 
the  Staten  Island  ferry:  It  was  during  the  blizzard 
of  March  12,  1888,  with  the  wind  blowing  at  sixty- 
seven  miles  an  hour,  that  Captain  H.  M.  Cattermole, 
one  of  the  best  steamboat  men  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  took  the  Westfield,  leaving  St.  George  at  2:50. 
He  took  this  old  rack  in  the  teeth  of  the  gale  to 
New  York.  Many  on  board  the  Westfield  that  day 
never  expected  to  reach  land,  but  the  master  at  the 
wheel  saved  the  lives  of  those  that  made  the  trip. 
Not  being  satisfied  in  reaching  New  York  safely, 
Captain  Cattermole  was  called  upon  to  try  and 
reach  Staten  Island,  as  the  number  that  came  up 
the  day  before  were  anxious  to  get  to  their  homes. 
It  was  desperate  work,  the  wind  had  increased  in 
velocity  to  eighty  miles  an  hour,  it  was  snowing 
hard,  in  fact  it  was  one  of  the  worst  nights  New 
York  Bay  had  ever  seen.  Captain  Cattermole  left 
New  York  at  5:10  and  before  they  had  reached  the 
Statue  the  mate  of  the  Westfield  advised  Captain 
Cattermole  to  turn  about  and  return  to  New  York, 
but  thi3  sturdy  mariner  had  started  for  Staten 
Island,  and  anyone  acquainted  with  Captain  Cat¬ 
termole  knows  that  he  generally  accomplishes  what 
he  starts  to  do,  so  they  kept  on.  The  old  Westfield 
was  buffeted  by  the  waves,  and  to  make  matters 
worse,  in  making  the  landing  the  bells  in  the  for¬ 
ward  pilot  house  were  broken  and  the  landing  had 
to  be  made  by  whistle  signals  from  the  pilot  house 
to  the  men  in  the  engine  room. 

It  is  questionable  if  ever  in  the  annals  of  marine 
work  has  a  more  clever  bit  of  work  been  shown 


than  by  this  work  of  Captain  Cattermole  on  that 
12th  day  of  March,  1888,  taking  into  consideration 
the  old  boat  which  at  that  time  had  a  bent  shaft 
and  was  not  fit  to  be  run  in  good  weather,  was 
brought  safely  over  the  bay  twice  during  that  ter¬ 
rific  storm,  earns  a  position  for  Captain  H.  M.  Cat¬ 
termole  for  bravery,  seamanship  ability  that  has 
in  the  history  of  steamboating  never  been  excelled 
by  any  and  equalled  by  few. 

The  people  are  satisfied  that  the  men  who  have 
done  such  faithful  service  for  years  are  to  be  re¬ 
tained  to  handle  the  beautiful  new  boats  that  the 
city  is  building  for  the  Staten  Island  ferry. 

Captain  Cattermole’s  action  in  his  work  was  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  man,  in  his  laconic  command,  “Get 
aboard.”  He  knew  his  boat  and  the  responsibility  of 
his  charge.  During  those  years  he  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  passengers  who  also  counted  him  among 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  community  and  upon  his 
retirement  after  nearly  a  half  century,  his  genial 
personality  and  imposing  figure  were  greatly  missed 
“On  deck.” 

In  his  fraternal  association  our  subject  was  a 
member  of  Tompkins  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order. 
He  was  identified  with  the  New  York  Pilots’  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  long  years. 

Captain  Cattermole  married  (first),  in  1872,  Martha 
Stevens,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Reese) 
Stevens,  of  old  Jersey  stock.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  daughter,  Mabel  H.,  born  October  12, 
1883,  who  now  lives  in  Morristown,  New  Jersey. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  in  1898,  Captain 
Cattermole  married  (second),  in  1906,  Helen  A. 
Noll,  daughter  of  Professor  Arthur  B.  and  Margaret 
(Campbell)  Noll  of  Somerville,  New  Jersey,  the  cere¬ 
mony  being  performed  September  6,  1906.  The  Noll 
family  originally  came  from  Germany  and  the  Camp¬ 
bells  were  New  Jersey  people.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Captain  Cattermole’s  second  marriage:  1. 
Henry  Kingsley,  born  on  September  20,  1907,  is  at 
present  a  member  of  the  Naval  Reserves  and,  like 
his  father  and  grandfather,  is  much  interested  in  the 
activities  of  sea  life.  He  is  also  scientifically  inclined, 
being  absorbed  in  the  study  of  electricity  and  radio 
engineering.  2.  Margaret,  born  January  22,  1909,  died 
November  30,  1911. 

Captain  Cattermole’s  death  occurred  November 
27,  1928.  His  wife,  who  survives  him,  resides  at  No. 
18  Pommer  Avenue,  Stapleton.  She  is  interested  in 
social,  church,  civic  and  welfare  work.  She  has  been 
affiliated  for  long  years  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
being  active  in  the  Missionary  Society  and  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  Mariners’  Family  Home  and  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  working  Guild  of  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital. 


JOSEPH  DOLAN  CARSTANG— One  of  the 

forces  which  tend  to  promote  international  peace  and 
good-will  are  those  world-wide  organizations,  founded 
upon  conditions  and  elements  in  human  nature  which 
are  universal  and  which  emphasize  the  kinship  of  all 
people  everywhere.  To  an  already  long  list  of  such 
organizations  has  been  added  in  more  recent  years 
that  great  movement,  known  today  in  all  lands  as 
“The  Boy  Scouts.”  Conceived  and  worked  out  by 
a  mind  that  understood  the  nature,  needs  and  aspira¬ 
tions  of  boyhood,  it  has  met  with  favor  in  many 
lands  and  with  an  appeal  to  the  loyalty  and  imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  youth.  The  sponsors  who  had  the  vision 
to  see  its  great  possibilities  and  who  have  devoted 
themselves  to  developing  and  strengthening  its  hold 
on  the  lads  of  our  country  have  rendered  a  service 
which  can  never  be  estimated.  Since  1910  Joseph 
D.  Carstang  has  been  identified  with  this  movement 
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and  is  now  one  of  the  well-known  leaders  in  this 
section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Carstang  was  born  in  New  York  on  August 
1 5»  1893.  the  son  of  Joseph  B.  and  Margaret  (Dolan) 
Carstang.  They  have  been  residents  of  Manhattan 
since  about  1650,  when  a  Normandy  family  (probably 
then  spelled  Carstainge)  came  to  this  continent  with 
the  Dutch.  A  number  of  tombstones  in  old  Trinity 
Churchyard  bear  the  name  of  his  ancestors.  They 
figured  as  supporters  in  the  War  for  Independence 
and  again  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  members  of  the 
family  scattered  somewhat,  some  going  over  to  the 
old  Dutch  settlement,  Communipaw,  now  Jersey  City, 
while  others  remained  in  Manhattan. 

When  two  years  of  age  Mr.  Carstang’s  parents 
removed  to  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  where  he  attended 
the  public  and  high  schools.  As  a  lad,  he  had  always 
had  a  great  interest  in  out-door  life  and  sports,  and 
when  the  time  came  for  him  to  go  to  work,  he  found 
employment  in  keeping  with  this  natural  bent.  He 
sought  and  obtained  a  position  about  1911  with  the 
world-famous  concern  which  undertook  to  outfit  ex¬ 
peditions  to  all  parts  of  the  world — big  game  hunters, 
governmental  projects,  Smithsonian  Institute  surveys, 
and  the  like.  His  new  work  was  with  the  camp 
department  of  David  T.  Abercrombie  and  Company, 
and  here  he  had  the  opportunity  to  increase  his 
knowledge  and  experience  in  the  practical  side  of  out¬ 
door  life.  He  had  a  hand  in  preparing  outfits  for 
big  game  hunters,  explorers  and  scientists,  and  re¬ 
members  with  pride  his  part  in  the  preparations  for 
several  of  the  expeditions  of  the  late  President  Theo¬ 
dore  Roosevelt. 

It  was  just  about  this  time  that  the  Boy  Scout 
movement  began  to  attract  him.  He  was  in  contact 
with  Ernest  Thompson  Seton,  Daniel  Carter  Beard, 
John  L.  Alexander,  James  E.  West  and  others  and 
so  he  heard  much  of  this  work.  His  first  definite 
step  toward  his  present  prominent  place  in  Boy  Scout 
work  was  to  enroll  as  a  student  in  the  first  Scout¬ 
master’s  Training  School  at  the  West  Side  Branch 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  where  his  inter¬ 
est  in  this  work  grew  apace.  When  clergymen  of 
Hoboken  heard  of  this,  they  requested  Mr.  Car¬ 
stang  to  organize  Boy  Scout  troops  in  their  parishes, 
and  in  April,  1912,  he  became  Assistant  Scoutmaster 
of  Troop  No.  2,  Hoboken,  his  first  official  position. 
He  was  not  yet  eligible  for  the  higher  office  of 
Scoutmaster,  for  he  had  not  reached  his  twenty-first 
birthday.  During  his  earliest  years  with  the  Boy 
Scouts  he  established  an  unusual  camping  record, 
and  was  among  the  pioneers  who  camped  in  the  Bear 
Mountain  district  of  Palisades  Park.  At  twenty- 
one,  he  organized  a  new  group  in  Hoboken,  Troop 
No.  5,  of  which  he  was  Scoutmaster  until  1916.  The 
National  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  were 
seeking  the  services  of  successful  Scoutmasters  who 
could  give  time  and  were  in  a  position  to  make  con¬ 
tacts  throughout  the  United  States  as  volunteer 
Special  Field  Scout  Commissioners,  and  Mr.  Car¬ 
stang’s  work  had  come  to  their  knowledge.  He  ac¬ 
cepted  a  commission  and  gave  much  time  in  the 
organization  of  Scout  troops,  especially  preparing  the 
ground  for  subsequent  organizations  in  Hudson 
County,  New  Jersey.  He  gave  evidence  of  such 
unusual  ability  that  he  was  made  Scout  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  Weehawken  Council,  New  Jersey,  the 
highest  office  under  the  Council,  and  served  in  this 
capacity  until  the  fall  of  1917.  During  that  summer 
he  accepted  his  first  professional  appointment  and 
went  as  camp  director  to  Camp  Awiehaken  on  the 
Kanohwahke  Lakes  in  Palisades  Interstate  Park, 
west  of  Bear  Mountain,  one  of  the  first  Scout  camps 


in  the  reservation.  For  a  short  time  late  in  1917, 
Mr.  Carstang  was  employed  by  the  National  Head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  as  a  special 
investigator  of  the  activities  and  strength  of  the 
American  Boy  Scouts,  a  contemporary  organization, 
functioning  in  the  metropolitan  area  of  New  York. 
About  this  time  a  pending  law  suit  pertaining  to  the 
American  Boy  Scouts  was  brought  up.  It  involved 
the  restriction  of  the  name,  use  of  insignia,  uniform, 
and  other  details  of  a  distinctly  Scout  nature.  They 
were  carrying  on  activities  of  a  distinctly  military 
nature,  including  the  use  of  fire  arms  that  were 
embarrassing  to  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  with 
attendant  unpleasant  publicity.  The  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  New  York  subsequently  decided  that 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  had  exclusive  right  to 
use  the  name  Boy  Scouts,  etc.  When  the  investigation 
by  Mr.  Carstang  was  completed,  the  Monmouth 
County  Council,  with  headquarters  at  Red  Bank, 
New  Jersey,  were  seeking  a  field  executive  officer, 
and  they  invited  Mr.  Carstang  to  consider  the  assign¬ 
ment.  He  accepted,  and  worked  among  the  troops 
of  this  council  for  a  year,  until  war  work  demanded 
his  time.  He  used  here  his  knowledge  of  organiza¬ 
tion  and  initiative,  spreading  propaganda  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  governmental  departments — food  conservation, 
liberty  loans,  Red  Cross  drives — and  as  manager 
of  a  traveling  unit  of  speakers.  He  made  a  four 
thousand  mile  tour  throughout  the  South  and  South¬ 
west.  When  the  close  of  the  war  left  him  free  to 
reenter  his  chosen  work,  he  returned  to  Monmouth 
County  again  for  another  year.  He  then  became 
Scout  Executive  for  the  North  Hudson  County 
Council,  which  included  seven  communities  in  the 
Northern  part  of  Hudson  County,  and  stayed  with 
this  council  for  two  years,  training  his  successor 
before  he  left  for  a  wider  field  which  was  offered  by 
Bayonne,  New  Jersey.  For  three  and  a  half  years 
he  devoted  himself  to  this  district  and  was  then 
urged  to  take  the  leadership  of  the  Perth  Amboy 
District  Council,  serving  about  a  third  of  Middle¬ 
sex  County,  which  had  been  without  an  Executive 
for  about  five  years.  The  acceptance  of  this  posi¬ 
tion  was  at  a  real  personal  sacrifice,  for  he  was 
wanted  as  Assistant  Executive  in  Brooklyn.  He 
gave  devoted  service  to  this  somewhat  neglected  sec¬ 
tion  and  had  the  joy  of  seeing  the  work  thrive  under 
his  leadership.  In  1926,  the  Boy  Scout  Foundation 
of  Greater  New  York  urged  him  to  go  to  Staten 
Island,  his  present  commission.  He  feels  that  he 
has  here  a  splendid  field  and  under  his  enthusiastic 
guidance  the  membership  has  grown  to  nearly  fifty 
troops  and  about  1,400  Scouts.  Staten  Island  leads  all 
the  boroughs  of  Greater  New  York,  the  ratio  now 
being  (1930)  one  Boy  Scout  among  every  six  boys. 
Mr.  Carstang  has  done  much  re-organizing,  establish¬ 
ing  an  up-to-date  administrative  system,  opening 
adequate  headquarters  and  extending  the  scope  of  the 
work.  During  the  years  that  he  has  given  to  Scout 
activities,  Mr.  Carstang  has  been  encouraged  by 
many  testimonials  of  appreciation,  especially  at  the 
close  of  his  term  of  office  at  Perth  Amboy,  when  an 
engraved  copy  of  resolutions  and  a  beautiful  wallet 
were  presented  him  by  his  associates.  His  Scouts 
gave  him  a  statue  of  a  Boy  Scout  as  a  token  of 
their  esteem. 

He  is  a  member  of  a  camp  fraternity,  whose  mem¬ 
bers  are  selected  from  among  the  Scouts  and  Lead¬ 
ers  by  all  the  campers,  known  as  Wimachtendienk, 
W.  W.,  based  on  the  old  legendary  Delaware  Indian 
slogan  “Spirit  of  Cheerful  Service,”  also  known  as 
The  Order  of  the  Arrow.  He  is  also  a  member  and 
former  president  of  the  Scout  Executives  Club  of 
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New  Jersey  and  a  member  of  the  Boys’  Work  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Welfare  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  following  organizations  on  Staten  Island  include 
him  as  a  member:  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  and  the  Council  of  Social  Agencies; 
and  he  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Disaster  Relief  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Richmond  County  Chapter,  American 
Red  Cross. 

In  1922,  Joseph  Dolan  Carstang  married  Edythe 
Ball,  of  Bayonne,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Car¬ 
stang  have  two  children,  Shirley  and  Janet.  The 
family  attend  the  Brighton  Heights  Reformed 
Church. 


PAUL  TRENCHARD  WOOD— During  the 
larger  part  of  the  time  from  1894  to  1930  that  Mr. 
Wood  has  been  active  in  the  business  world,  he  has 
engaged  in  the  banking  profession  in  New  York 
City,  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island.  Since  1920  he 
has  been  connected  with  the  State  Bank  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  Port  Richmond,  which  institution  was 
merged  with  the  Brooklyn  Trust  Company  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1930.  His  long  and  varied  banking  and  busi¬ 
ness  experience  has  enabled  him  to  make  valuable 
contributions  to  the  advancement  of  his  community 
and  to  Staten  Island  in  general.  He  also  takes  a 
prominent  part  in  civic  and  fraternal  affairs  and  in 
every  respect  is  considered  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  community. 

Paul  T.  Wood  was  born  in  New  York  City,  May 
18,  1877,  a  son  of  Dr.  James  Robie  and  Katherine 
(O’Don oghue)  Wood.  His  father,  who  was  a  native 
of  Macon,  Georgia,  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  Army  during  the  Civil  War.  Coming  north 
after  the  close  of  this  conflict  he  established  offices  and 
carried  on  a  successful  medical  practice,  first  in  Man¬ 
hattan  and  later  in  Staten  Island.  His  mother  was 
a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York. 

After  his  primary  education,  Mr.  Wood  became 
a  student  at  St.  Francis  Xavier  College  of  New 
York  City  and  at  Canisius  College,  Buffalo,  New 
York.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  1894,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Garfield  National  Bank, 
New  York  City,  with  which  he  continued  for  five 
years.  The  next  two  years  he  spent  in  that  city  with 
the  firm  of  Strong  and  Trowbridge,  exporters,  in 
the  capacity  of  bookkeeper.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  returned  to  the  banking  business,  becoming  con¬ 
nected  with  the  National  City  Bank,  first  in  the  note 
teller’s  department  and  later  as  a  clerk  in  the  letter 
of  credit  department.  About  1901  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Stapleton  National  Bank,  with  which 
he  remained  for  five  years,  serving  most  of  that  time 
as  assistant  cashier.  For  the  next  ten  years  he  served 
in  a  similar  capacity  with  the  Mechanics  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Bayonne,  New  Jersey.  On  November  8, 
1920  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Richmond  County,  with  offices  in  Port  Richmond. 
Here  he  accomplished  such  effective  work  that  in 
1922  he  became  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors, 
being  further  honored,  in  1924,  with  the  office  of 
vice-president.  On  January  20,  1930,  when  the  State 
Bank  of  Richmond  County  was  merged  with  the 
Brooklyn  Trust  Company,  one  of  the  oldest  trust 
companies  in  the  country,  Mr.  Wood  was  retained 
as  assistant  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  office.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Third  Ward 
Saving  and  Loan  Association  and  his  civic  interests 
find  expression  in  membership  in  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  in  the  Port  Richmond 
Board  of  Trade.  He  also  serves  on  the  Advisory 
Board  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  and  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Banking,  the  Staten 


Island  Club  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution;  the  Veteran  Association 
of  the  1st  Battalion;  Naval  Militia;  and  the  Vet¬ 
erans  of  the  North  Shore  Volunteer  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Wood  married,  October  25,  1911,  Anita 

Blanchet  of  South  Orange,  New  Jersey,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Louis  Vincent  Blanchet,  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Berlin  and  Jones  Envelope  Company, 
and  Mary  (Palmer)  Blanchet.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Elizabeth,  born 
August  19,  1912,  a  student  at  Eden  Hall,  Torres- 
dale,  Pennsylvania;  James,  born  July  23,  1914,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Curtis  High  School;  Anita,  born  May  2, 
1919,  who  attends  Notre  Dame  Convent  in  this  bor¬ 
ough,  and  Adelaide  Louise,  born  November  23,  1927. 
The  family  home  is  located  at  No.  2  Gordon  Place, 
New  Brighton. 


ERICH  H.  WIRTH — A  factor  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  Staten  Island  during  the  past  decade 
has  been  the  building  operations  tending  to  change 
what  were  once  known  as  rural  plots  into  modern 
sub-divisions.  This  form  of  progress  has  been  par¬ 
ticularly  true  in  the  projecting  of  building  develop¬ 
ments  along  the  South  Shore  where  new  business 
blocks  and  residences  have  sprung  up  in  an  incredibly 
short  time.  One  of  these  small  but  attractive  village 
centers  is  that  of  Prince  Bay  and  one  of  its  promi¬ 
nent  builders  and  civic  workers,  responsible  for  its 
advancement  as  a  thriving  South  Shore  district,  is 
Erich  Hermann  Wirth,  who  has  resided  here  since 
his  removal  from  Brooklyn. 

The  birth  of  Erich  Hermann  Wirth  occurred  Feb¬ 
ruary  23,  1870,  in  Osnabruck,  Germany,  a  city  more 
than  a  thousand  years  old.  The  name  “Osnabruck” 
means  “Ox-to- Bridge.”  His  father  was  Frederick  E. 
and  his  mother,  Caroline  (Hildebrandt)  Wirth.  They 
were  born  in  that  country  at  Barmen  Elberfeldt  and 
Brunswick,  respectively.  The  elder  Wirth  was  a 
cigar  manufacturer  of  prominence  and  a  man  to  whom 
the  love  of  home,  family,  and  friends  was  the  blessing 
that  he  enjoyed.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1890,  and  settled  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  passed  away 
in  1905,  his  wife  having  died  in  1901. 

Erich  H.  Wirth  attended  public  school  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country  after  which  he  learned  the  tin  and  copper¬ 
smith  trades,  though  he  never  followed  them  in  an 
occupational  way. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  sailed  to  the  United 
States  where  he  felt  that  opportunity  beckoned  in  a 
much  more  convincing  manner  than  in  the  home  land. 
Settling  in  Brooklyn  in  the  year  1888,  he  first  found 
a  position  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store.  Six  years 
later,  however,  he  and  his  brother,  Frederick,  formed 
a  partnership  in  a  grocery  business  which  they  main¬ 
tained  for  twelve  years. 

After  selling  this  enterprise  in  1906,  he  entered 
another  form  of  mercantile  endeavor  in  1908.  This 
was  a  dry  goods  business  which  was  maintained  for 
twelve  more  years  in  Brooklyn.  Meanwhile,  he  had 
acquired  large  property  holdings  both  in  Brooklyn 
and  at  Prince  Bay,  Staten  Island. 

Ultimately  Mr.  Wirth  removed  to  Staten  Island 
locating  in  the  district  where  the  land  that  he  owned 
was  situated.  He  organized  in  1920  a  real  estate  devel¬ 
opment  business  which  he  has  carried  on  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  Beginning  at  first  with  the  construction  of 
store  buildings  and  beach  cottages  he  became  known 
as  the  “pioneer  business-district  developer  of  Prince 
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Harold  B.  Beves  married  in  1919,  Gertrude  Alma 
Maloy,  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  Maloy  (q.  v.),  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  John  Brad¬ 
ford,  Joseph  Maloy,  and  Mary  Elizabeth. 

Mr.  Beves  served  his  country  before  and  during  the 
World  War  period  first  on  the  Mexican  Border  for 
nine  months;  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  great  World 
War  he  became  a  soldier  in  the  808th  Aero  Repair 
Squad,  during  which  time  he  spent  five  months  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  James  S.  Slosson  Post,  American  Legion,  and 
is  popularly  identified  with  the  various  activities  of 
this  patriotic  organization. 


JOHN  OLAF  JOHNSON  — From  the  hazardous 
life  of  a  sailor  in  the  perilous  waters  of  the  Norwegian 
coast  to  the  position  of  president  of  the  Eltingville 
Supply  and  Manufacturing  Company  has  been  the 
exemplary  career  of  John  O.  Johnson,  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  well  known  residents  and  a  leader  in  the 
business  and  building  activities  of  this  community. 
Mr.  Johnson’s  success  has  been  due  to  the  precision 
and  care  with  which  he  has  accomplished  every  task 
that  he  undertook,  being  satisfied  only  with  the  best 
results  in  any  of  his  endeavors,  and  this  splendid 
faculty  has  ever  remained  with  him  to  his  own  ad¬ 
vantage  and  to  the  good  of  this  Island  in  which  he 
maintains  such  a  deep  and  sincere  interest. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  near  Mandal,  Norway, 
October  25,  1875,  son  of  Richard  Christian  and 
Annie  Bergine  Johnson.  Mr.  Johnson’s  grandfather 
was  a  pilot  on  a  vessel  and  lost  his  life  at  sea.  His  son, 
Richard  C.  Johnson,  was  also  a  sailor  and  met  a  tragic 
end  when  he  fell  overboard  at  New  Orleans,  Louisi¬ 
ana.  His  son,  John  O.,  was  then  but  one  year  old. 

John  O.  Johnson  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  country  and  learned  the  cabinet-making 
trade  there.  As  everyone  in  his  native  town  followed 
the  sea,  he  engaged  as  a  sailor  in  his  native  land  and 
also  for  about  a  year  in  the  United  States  coastwise 
trade  when  he  came  to  this  country  shortly  after  his 
eighteenth  birthday.  After  giving  up  the  maritime 
life,  he  worked  as  carpenter  in  and  around  New 
Rochelle,  New  York,  for  about  four  years,  being 
especially  proficient  on  yacht  work  of  which  he  was 
engaged  to  complete  the  finer  cabinet  work.  Having 
friends  on  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Johnson  came  hereabout 
1900,  intending  to  visit  for  a  short  time,  but  being 
attracted  by  the  surroundings,  elected  to  stay  and  has 
ever  since  been  a  resident  of  this  Island.  He  secured 
a  situation  as  a  joiner  with  the  Staten  Island  Ship¬ 
building  Company,  and  executed  the  finer  kinds  of 
cabinet  work  on  the  vessels  built  by  this  concern. 
In  1907,  he  ventured  independently  into  the  building 
business  and  received  many  contracts  for  work  in 
Port  Richmond  and  West  New  Brighton.  In  1908, 
he  built  the  Norwegian  Free  Church  on  Clove  Road, 
this  being  the  first  building  of  a  considerable  size 
that  he  had  erected,  and  he  continued  construction 
work  thereafter,  building  several  smaller  churches, 
but  specializing  particularly  in  family  dwellings  of 
the  most  complete  and  substantial  type.  After  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Johnson  opened  a  mill  and  lumber 
yard  in  Port  Richmond  and  carried  on  a  successful 
business  until  1922,  when  he  purchased  his  present 
enterprise  at  4479-89  Amboy  Road,  and  incorporated 
it  as  the  Eltingville  Supply  &  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  with  the  following  officers:  himself  as  president 
and  manager;  B.  Petersen,  vice-president;  G.  Eke- 
land,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  Johnson’s  daughter,  Con¬ 
stance  G.,  as  secretary.  The  organization  conducts 


a  modern,  up-to-date  business  for  the  sale  of  all 
kinds  of  building  material,  having  a  large  plant  of 
approximately  two  acres  of  floor  space,  operating 
their  own  mills  for  the  manufacture  of  special  ma¬ 
terial.  Mr.  Johnson  is  known  throughout  the  Island 
as  a  man  of  integrity,  being  especially  popular  for 
his  fairness  to  all  his  employees.  In  the  civic  affairs 
of  his  community,  he  takes  a  prominent  part,  being 
a  trustee  of  the  Norwegian  Free  Church,  having  been 
president  of  the  board  of  that  organization  in  1927, 
trustee  for  the  past  twenty-four  years,  and  also  past 
president  of  the  church  body.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  lends 
his  support  to  movements  that  further  the  welfare  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  Mr.  Johnson  is  also  a  director  of 
the  Westerleigh  Building  Association,  and  holds  the 
same  office  in  the  Staten  Island  Lumber  Dealers 
Credit  Association. 

Mr.  Johnson  married  Constance  Olsen,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Karen  M.  Olsen,  her  father  having 
come  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Staten 
Island,  in  1893.  His  native  town  was  Sandefjord, 
Norway.  He  was  also  a  ship  carpenter  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  with  the  Staten  Island  Shipbuilding  Company. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Arnold  R.,  engaged  in  the  building  business, 
married  and  has  one  child;  Hilma  M.;  Constance  J., 
now  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Bone,  of  Westerleigh;  H.  Wil¬ 
fred;  Eunice  D.;  and  J.  Clifford.  The  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  located  at  No.  770  Jewett  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton. 


REV.  THOMAS  S.  McGRATH— Having  the 
distinction  of  being  the  pastor  of  one  of  the  Staten 
Island’s  oldest  churches,  the  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Mc¬ 
Grath  is  known  throughout  the  community  as  the 
genial  rector  of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
Rossville.  Since  stationed  here  he  has  won  for  him¬ 
self  a  place  in  the  hearts  and  esteem  of  all  the  citi¬ 
zens  regardless  of  race  or  creed.  In  literary  circles, 
he  is  prominent  also,  being  successful  as  an  author 
of  various  works  including  books  on  history,  reli¬ 
gion  and  those  of  a  devotional  nature. 

Father  McGrath  was  born  in  the  Bronx,  May  16, 
1878,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
and  parochial  schools  of  that  vicinity,  attending  St. 
Jerome’s  and  Immaculate  Conception  schools,  Mel¬ 
rose.  He  graduated  from  Manhattan  College  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  class  of  1899,  and 
then  pursued  his  theological  studies  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Seminary,  Dunwoodie,  being  ordained  to  the  priest¬ 
hood,  December  17,  1904.  He  has  thus  spent  twenty- 
five  years  in  the  priesthood  so  that  at  the  present 
writing  his  parishioners  are  preparing  for  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  his  Silver  Jubilee.  Very  soon  after  his 
ordination  the  late  Cardinal  Farley  sent  him  to  Italy 
to  perfect  his  study  of  the  Italian  language.  Upon  his 
return  to  the  United  States  he  became  assistant  rec¬ 
tor  of  St.  Lucy’s  Church,  later  being  transferred  to 
St.  Rita’s  Church,  in  the  Bronx,  in  both  of  which 
parishes  he  displayed  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  advancement  of  the  people  under  his  spiritual 
care.  At  various  times  Father  McGrath  also  served 
in  St.  Patrick’s,  old  cathedral  in  Manhattan,  and  also 
in  Holy  Trinity’s  Church. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  Father  McGrath  offered  his  services 
to  his  country  and  was  made  a  chaplain  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  where  he  was  popular  with  both  officers 
and  men.  After  being  discharged  from  the  service, 
he  was  installed  as  pastor  of  his  present  charge,  St. 
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Joseph’s  Church,  Rossville,  which  has  played  an 
important  part  in  Staten  Island’s  early  religious  his- 
tory.  By  virtue  of  his  interest  in  local  history  and 
especially  that  of  his  parish  at  Rossville,  he  and  the 
authors  of  this  work  enjoy  a  warm  friendship.  Since 
coming  here,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  making 
remarkable  improvements,  modernizing  and  improv¬ 
ing  the  church  building,  the  parish  house,  the  ceme¬ 
tery  and  all  other  parts  of  the  parish  property.  His 
parishioners  have  cooperated  in  every  project  that 
he  has  undertaken,  giving  the  utmost  of  their  sup¬ 
port  to  make  this  parish  a  leader  among  the  churches 
of  the  island.  Father  McGrath  maintains  a  con¬ 
structive  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  Rossville  in  particular 
and  of  Staten  Island  in  general,  forgetting  disagree¬ 
ments  of  belief  in  his  anxiety  to  further  the  well¬ 
being  of  all  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 


ALEXANDER  RONALD  ANDERSON— 

Among  the  well-known  and  public-spirited  citizens 
of  Linoleumville,  one  comes  into  contact  with  Alex¬ 
ander  R.  Anderson  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Colqu- 
houn)  Anderson,  who  have  lived  for  many  years  in 
that  community  on  Victory  Boulevard. 

A  son  of  Robert  C.  and  Jessie  (Ronald)  Anderson, 
the  birth  of  Alexander  R.  Anderson  occurred  June 
3,  1867,  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  After  attending  the 
schools  of  his  native  town  he  served  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  and  later  became  employed  as  a  stationary  en¬ 
gineer,  but  about  forty-three  years  ago  he  left  Glas¬ 
gow  and  came  to  America,  settling  for  a  time  on 
Long  Island.  In  May,  1906,  he  removed  to  Staten 
Island  and  became  associated  with  the  Linoleum 
Company,  where  he  is  employed  at  the  present  time. 
Since  1906  he  has  been  chief  engineer  for  this  large 
concern.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Rich¬ 
mond  Lodge,  No.  66,  of  the  Masonic  Order;  Tall 
Cedars  of  Lebanon;  and  the  Foresters  of  America. 

Alexander  R.  Anderson  married  on  Wednesday, 
June  20,  1889,  in  New  York  City,  Elizabeth  Colqu- 
houn,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Isabelle  (Stewert) 
Colquhoun,  both  of  whom  died  in  Scotland. 

Seven  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  three 
of  whom  have  passed  away.  The  others  are:  1  Bella, 
born  March  26,  1892,  married  on  March  24,  1914, 
David  Murphy,  a  Union  official,  and  they  live  in 
New  York  City;  they  had  two  children,  David  Alex¬ 
ander  and  John  Timothy.  Young  David  A.  Murphy 
met  an  untimely  death,  having  been  struck  by  light¬ 
ning,  in  the  Catskill  Mountains  while  on  his  vaca¬ 
tion  with  Mrs.  Anderson  at  the  Anderson  summer 
place.  Mrs.  Murphy  is  a  member  of  Beacon  Light 
Chapter,  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  as  are  also  her 
three  sisters,  Jessie,  Ethel,  and  Frances.  2.  Jessie, 
born  March  6,  1894,  married  Richard  H.  Heim  on 
September  16,  1824.  Her  husband  is  engaged  in  the 
plumbing  business,  and  they  live  in  Carteret,  New 
Jersey.  Mrs.  Heim  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  America  and  a  Past  Councilor  of  Good 
Will  Order.  3.  Ethel  C.,  born  July  10,  1896,  is 
unmarried.  She  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  America  and  a  Past  Councilor  of  Good  Will 
Order.  4.  Frances  Alexandra,  born  September  12, 
1902,  married  on  June  5,  1929,  August  Long,  of 
Port  Richmond,  and  they  have  one  child,  Dorothy. 
She  is  a  member  of  Radiant  Star  Order,  No.  49. 
The  Anderson  children  were  educated  in  Linoleum¬ 
ville  and  like  their  parents,  attended  and  gave  aid 
to  the  Dickinson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Mrs.  Anderson  is  a  native  of  Glasgow,  and  re¬ 
ceived  her  education  in  that  country.  In  1888  she 
came  alone  to  the  United  States. 

Mrs.  Anderson  was  active  in  the  American  Red 
Cross,  as  a  member  of  the  Linoleumville  Chapter 
during  the  World  War,  and  she  devoted  from  ten  to 
twelve  hours  daily  to  the  needs  of  the  soldiers.  In 
this  work  of  patriotic  sacrifice  she  received  a  diploma 
for  the  unselfish  service  rendered.  As  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Linoleumville, 
she  is  greatly  interested  in  all  phases  of  the  work  and 
active  in  all  its  drives. 

She  and  her  husband  have  lived  for  a  long  number 
of  years  in  the  last  house  on  Victory  Boulevard  on 
the  way  to  the  Carteret  Ferry.  The  house,  an  his¬ 
toric  one,  is  surrounded  by  a  wide  lawn  and  a  beau¬ 
tiful  clump  of  tall  trees.  Mr.  Anderson’s  mother 
passed  away  in  this  house  in  1920  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  She  was  a  diligent  Red  Cross 
worker  during  the  late  war.  His  father  died  many 
years  ago  in  Scotland. 


J.  AUGUST  FEIST  and  EMIL  F.  FEIST— 

One  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  firms  of  its 
kind  on  Staten  Island  is  that  of  K.  Feist  Sons,  located 
at  No.  306  Bay  Street,  near  Tompkinsville,  where 
they  have  their  offices,  a  stone  cutting  shop,  and 
yards.  The  business  was  organized  in  1875,  by  Karl 
Feist,  father  of  the  men  who  now  carry  it  on.  In 
those  days  Staten  Island  was  not  nearly  so  developed 
as  it  is  at  present  and  the  business  man  who  had 
the  foresight  to  build  and  build  wisely  was  one  who 
had  been  able  to  leave  an  inheritance  which  in  this 
particular  case  resulted  successfully. 

When  Karl  Feist  began  his  small  business,  he 
carried  on  all  the  work  under  his  own  name  and  in 
a  modest,  unpretentious  way.  Good  work  always 
being  in  demand  Mr.  Feist  gave  such  service  and 
fair  dealing  which  are  attested  to  in  the  increase  of 
his  business,  this  having  grown  steadily  until  today 
its  scope  covers  the  entire  area  of  Staten  Island. 
As  his  two  sons,  J.  August  Feist  and  Emil  F.  Feist 
grew  to  manhood  and  proved  themselves  able  to  take 
their  respective  places  in  the  business,  they  were 
taken  into  the  firm  and  the  name  was  changed  to  K. 
Feist  and  Sons.  The  business  was  originally  started 
at  Clifton,  but  as  it  outgrew  its  location  it  was  moved 
to  Tompkinsville.  Some  time  after  the  death  of 
Karl  Feist,  the  business  name  was  changed  to  that 
of  K.  Feist  Sons,  J.  August  Feist  being  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm,  and  Emil  F.  Feist,  the  junior 
partner. 

J.  August  Feist,  son  of  Karl  and  Emelie  Feist, 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  1875.  He 
grew  up  on  Staten  Island  and  when  he  was  old  enough 
to  begin  work  he  started  with  his  father  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  which  has  been  his  life  occupation.  Mr.  Feist 
is  identified  with  many  organizations  on  Staten 
Island,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  all  movements 
that  pertain  to  civic  welfare  and  general  improve¬ 
ment.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Edgewater  Cooperative 
Savings  and  Loan  Association;  treasurer  of  the  Klop- 
stock  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Past  Chief 
Ranger  of  Court  Edgewater,  Foresters  of  America; 
a  member  and  floor  manager  of  the  Staten  Island 
Quartette  Club,  and  member  of  the  Edgewater  Volun¬ 
teer  Firemen’s  Association,  of  which  at  one  time  he 
was  vice-president.  He  is  also  a  past  foreman  of 
the  Tiernan  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  No.  6,  of 
Tompkinsville. 

Emil  F.  Feist  is  a  member  of  Geo.  Wm.  Curtis 
Council,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  has  similar  interests. 
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LESTER  LAURENCE  CALLAN— In  review¬ 
ing  the  careers  of  our  various  citizens  who  have  come 
to  the  island  to  permanently  establish  their  residence, 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Western  and  North¬ 
ern  counties  of  our  State  have  been  productive  of 
and  furnished  this  community  with  a  number  of  able 
persons  who  are  engaged  in  important  business  and 
professional  callings.  This  is  evident  in  the  record 
of  Lester  L.  Callan  who  two  decades  ago  took  up 
his  residence  in  this  community.  For  nearly  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century  he  has  been  identified  with  the  legal 
profession,  a  greater  portion  of  which  time  his  offices 
were  in  Manhattan,  and  for  the  past  few  years  in 
St.  George.  He  has  also  been  active  here  in  public 
affairs  and  holds  the  office  of  Assistant  District 
Attorney  of  Richmond  County. 

Mr.  Callan  was  born  and  raised  on  a  farm  at 
Caledonia,  Livingston  County,  New  York,  where  his 
birth  occurred  April  17,  1878,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Margaret  (Bryce)  Callan.  The  first  of  the  Callan 
family  to  come  to  America  was  Laurence  Callan,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  in  1839  and  after¬ 
wards  took  up  farming  as  an  occupation. 

His  son,  our  Mr.  Callan’s  father,  was  also  a 
farmer  and  the  owner  of  some  three  hundred  acres, 
in  the  cultivation  of  which  Mr.  Callan  took  an  active 
part  during  his  boyhood  and  youth.  Through  his 
mother,  who  was  born  in  New  Scotland,  Albany 
County,  New  York,  he  is  a  descendant  of  an  old 
American  family  of  Scottish  origin,  who  were  for 
generations  residents  of  that  section  of  the  State. 
His  maternal  great-grandfather  participated  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War  and,  while  serving  with  an 
outpost  in  Albany  County,  was  captured  and  carried 
off  to  Detroit,  from  where  he  did  not  return  until 
the  end  of  that  series  of  conflicts.  After  receiving 
a  primary  education  in  District  School,  No.  6,  Cale¬ 
donia,  at  the  Caledonia  Union  School  and  at  the 
LeRoy,  New  York,  High  School,  the  young  man 
then  entered  Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  where  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1903.  He  not  only  worked  his 
way  through  college,  but  also  was  a  leader  amongst 
his  fellow  students  and  so  distinguished  himself  in 
his  studies  that  he  was  elected  to  the  honorary  frater¬ 
nity  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
organizers  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Williams 
Chapter  of  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Fraternity,  and  served 
as  manager  of  the  college  literary  magazine.  After 
leaving  college  he  decided  to  take  up  the  study  of 
law,  and  accordingly  became  a  student  at  Harvard 
University  Law  School,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1906.  Shortly 
after  he  went  to  New  York  and,  in  1909,  after 
having  acquired  some  practical  knowledge  of  his 
profession  by  serving  as  a  clerk  in  several  law  firms, 
he  opened  his  own  office,  in  association  with  another 
young  lawyer.  From  1910  until  1917  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  faculty  of  New  York  University  Law 
School,  where  he  taught  courses  on  the  subject  of 
“sales  and  agencies.”  When  the  United  States  entered 
the  World  War  in  1917,  Mr.  Callan  was  appointed 
a  member  of  Staten  Island  Draft  Board,  No.  186, 
and  served  as  secretary  for  one  year,  and  to  its  work 
he  gave  unsparingly  of  his  time  and  efforts.  In 
politics  Mr.  Callan  has  always  been  a  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  following  in  this  respect  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  ancestors.  For  some  eight  years 
he  has  been  a  very  active  and  effective  worker  in 
the  various  political  campaigns  serving  regularly  on 
various  speakers’  committees  in  behalf  of  the  can¬ 
didates  of  his  party.  January  1,  1925,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Assistant  District  Attorney  of  Richmond 


County  and  since  then  has  served  in  that  office.  He 
is  a  member  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  St. 
George  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Association, 
being  also  associated  with  the  New  Brighton  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Association. 

Mr.  Callan  married,  June  29,  1911,  Catherine  C. 
Gove,  of  Oakfield,  Genesee  County,  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Callan  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Margaret  Bryce,  born  August  30,  1913;  Curtis  Gove, 
born  January  21,  1917;  and  Lester  Laurence  Callan, 
Jr.,  born  June  27,  1919.  The  family  home  is  in 
New  Brighton,  at  No.  35  Ellicott  Place,  while  Mr. 
Callan’s  offices  are  located  in  the  Corn  Exchange 
Bank  Building,  St.  George. 


JOSEPH  WARD  McCALLUM— A  resident  of 
Staten  Island  for  nearly  thirty  years,  Joseph  Ward 
McCallum  of  Great  Kills  has  been  engaged  in  the 
undertaking  business  in  this  community  since  1919. 

Scotland  was  the  native  home  of  the  McCallum 
family,  its  members,  having  been  resident  in  that 
country  for  a  number  of  generations.  The  branch 
of  the  family  of  which  Joseph  W.  McCallum  is  a 
member,  was  first  represented  in  America  by  John 
McCallum,  who  was  brought  here  by  his  parents  at 
the  age  of  nine.  They  settled  in  Sugar  Hill,  located 
between  Bath  and  Watkins,  in  New  York  State, 
where  John  married  Sally  Gee;  they  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  two  of  whom  died  at  an  early 
age.  They  were:  1.  Joseph,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  2.  William,  who  traveled  to  a  western  state, 
where  his  death  occurred.  3.  Betsey,  married  a  Mr. 
Mann.  4.  Jane,  married  into  the  Mourey  family, 
prominent  in  Pennsylvania;  she  is  buried  in  the 
Mourey  family  cemetery.  5.  Thomas,  lived  and  died 
in  Elmira,  New  York.  6.  John,  born  July  17,  1828, 
said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born  in  Farm¬ 
ington,  Pennsylvania.  7.  Maria,  resided  in  Chicago. 
8.  Charles,  went  to  Wisconsin.  9.  Joshua,  died 
young.  10.  The  last  child  (name  not  known)  died 
young. 

Joseph  McCallum,  born  in  1814,  married  on  June 
22,  1834,  Amanda  Colegrove,  who  was  born  in  1818. 
They  resided  for  years  in  Farmington,  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children.  Joseph 
McCallum’s  death  occurred  in  1881,  his  wife  sur¬ 
viving  him  until  1896. 

Among  their  sons  was  Arthur  McCallum,  father 
of  our  Great  Kills  resident.  He  was  born  August 
22,  1865,  in  Farmington,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  there.  He  removed  to  Corning,  New 
York,  there  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet  maker 
and  became  connected  with  the  firm  of  Hayden  and 
Company.  In  later  years  he  was  active  in  local 
business,  civic,  and  charitable  affairs.  He  has  been 
affiliated  with  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Me¬ 
chanics,  holding  the  post  of  State  Treasurer  of  this 
organization  for  many  years. 

Arthur  McCallum  married  Alice  Mourey,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ira  and  Fanny  (Merrick)  Mourey.  On  the 
maternal  side  of  her  family  Mrs.  McCallum  is  of 
early  New  England  stock,  her  ancestors  having  come 
to  settle  in  Plymouth  Colony  as  early  as  1634.  They, 
were  numbered  among  the  leading  families  of  Ply¬ 
mouth  at  the  time  and  somewhat  later  contributed 
to  the  early  development  of  Boston.  Their  genealogy, 
which  is  an  extensive  one,  is  compiled  in  a  Merrick 
family  history  which  deals  principally  with  branches 
of  the  family  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New 
York.  The  family  was  widely  represented  in  the 
American  Revolution,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
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McCallum  having  been  Moses  Merrick,  who  was 
an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  Army. 

The  Mourey  family,  which  is  of  German  descent, 
first  settled  in  Southeastern  Pennsylvania  about  1800, 
where  they  followed  generally  the  occupation  of 
farming.  Two  branches  located  in  and  about  Farm¬ 
ington  Township,  where  it  is  recorded  that  Peter 
Mourey  lived.  Afterwards  he  removed  to  New  York 
State,  near  Lake  Omoga.  Another  Peter  Mourey 
who  came  from  Germany,  settled  in  Farmington, 
followed  the  life  of  a  farmer  there,  cleared  land  and 
acquired  a  large  estate. 

Mrs.  Alice  (Mourey)  McCallum,  through  her  an¬ 
cestry,  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  is  a  descendant  of 
Eli  Whitney,  through  the  Merricks.  Her  husband 
is  still  living,  and  they  reside  at  No.  48  Gifford’s 
Lane,  Great  Kills.  They  became  the  parents  of 
Joseph  Ward  McCallum,  who  was  born  September 
1 7,  1891,  at  Corning,  New  York;  and  Mildred  Mc¬ 
Callum,  who  is  a  teacher  in  Public  School  No.  13, 
in  Richmond  Borough. 

Joseph  W.  McCallum  came  to  Staten  Island  with 
his  family  in  1901,  and  finished  his  education  at 
Curtis  High  School.  After  leaving  school  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Frank  Campbell,  Inc.,  the  largest 
mortuary  establishment  in  the  world,  remaining  with 
this  firm  for  seven  years  and  gaining  there  a  very 
thorough  training  in  all  branches  of  that  profession. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War 
in  1917,  Mr.  McCallum  promptly  enlisted  in  the 
navy,  where  he  attained  the  rank  of  ensign,  serving 
with  distinction  until  1919.  Upon  his  return  to 
civilian  life  he  established  himself  on  Staten  Island 
in  his  chosen  field  of  occupation,  in  which  he  has 
continued  since  that  time,  with  headquarters  at  Great 
Kills.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan  Funeral 
Directors  Association,  the  Great  Kills  Board  of 
Trade,  of  which  he  is  president,  the  South  Shore 
Masonic  Club,  the  Aquehonga  Athletic  Club,  the 
Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics;  Lodge  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  Rich¬ 
mond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  St.  Ann’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes 
an  active  interest,  being  a  member  of  the  Men’s  Club 
of  the  church. 

Mr.  McCallum  is  unmarried  and  makes  his  home 
in  Great  Kills,  at  No.  48  Giffords  Lane. 


CHARLES  LOUIS  WOLFF— A  late  resident 
of  Stapleton,  who  was  of  a  family  first  represented 
on  Staten  Island  more  than  eighty  years  ago,  Charles 
L.  Wolff  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  in 
conducting  a  successful  contracting  business  until 
recent  times.  His  father,  Philip  Wolff,  was  for 
long  years  a  Commissioner  in  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Richmond  County  before  the  consolidation 
with  Greater  New  York  took  place. 

For  many  years  members  of  the  Wolff  family  re¬ 
sided  in  Mommenheim,  near  Mainz  on  the  Rhine, 
Germany,  and  were  recognized  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  that  district.  They  followed  generally  the 
occupations  of  farmers  and  many  of  their  number 
resided  in  the  home  country  throughout  their  entire 
lifetimes.  According  to  recent  observations  their  old 
family  homestead  was  still  standing  in  the  mother 
country.  .  ,  < 

It  was  in  that  pleasant  district  that  Philip  Wolff, 
father  of  Charles  L.  Wolff,  was  born  on  November 
1,  1829.  As  a  lad  he  obtained  his  education  in  his 
native  land,  but  at  the  age  of  nineteen  conceived  the 


idea  of  voyaging  to  America  and  continuing  his 
career.  He  therefore  embarked,  along  with  several 
others,  on  an  old  four-rigged  sailing  vessel,  the  trip 
across  the  Atlantic  taking  approximately  six  weeks 
time.  After  arriving  at  old  Castle  Garden,  New 
York,  he  crossed  the  harbor  to  Staten  Island  and 
settled  in  Stapleton,  the  village  in  which  an  elder 
brother,  Louis,  had  come  to  reside  previously.  He 
lived  here  with  his  brother  for  the  next  few  years. 

From  the  time  of  Philip  Wolff’s  completion  of 
studies  in  Germany  and  his  voyage  to  America,  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  mason,  and  thus  he  intended 
to  pursue  this  calling  on  Staten  Island.  So  well  ex¬ 
perienced  did  he  become  within  a  few  years  time 
here  and  so  confident  was  he  of  his  ability  to  carry 
on  a  business  of  his  own,  that  he  at  length  founded 
an  establishment  bearing  his  own  name.  In  the  years 
that  followed  he  fulfilled  contracts  for  the  erection  of 
several  large  industrial  buildings  on  the  Island,  his 
business  thus  increasing  substantially  with  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  time. 

But  Mr.  Wolff  was  perhaps  better  known  for  his 
unflagging  interest  and  aid  in  public  affairs  here.  A 
citizen  whose  loyalty  and  enthusiasm  was  sustained 
throughout  his  life  in  his  adopted  land  he  gave  tangi¬ 
ble  evidence  of  his  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  He  was  identified  here  with  various 
fraternal,  civic  and  charitable  organizations.  The 
Society  Ehrenkeit  which  he  once  served  as  president, 
and  Klopstock  Lodge,  No.  760,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  which  he  was  a  Past  Master,  were  or¬ 
ganizations  numbering  him  among  their  leading  mem¬ 
bers.  In  the  year  1878  he  was  elected  one  of  three 
Police  Commissioners  serving  Richmond  County, 
thereby  succeeding  in  this  office  Major  Clarence  T. 
Barrett,  of  Castleton.  It  was  not  long  after  this 
time  that  Judge  Tappen  took  occasion  to  compliment 
the  Commissioner  and  members  of  the  entire  police 
force  for  the  aid  they  were  rendering  the  courts  in 
the  apprehension  of  criminals.  For  some  years  Philip 
Wolff  acted  as  treasurer  of  the  Police  Board  and 
continued  in  that  body  until  consolidation  took  place 
on  January  x,  1898.  He  also  served  at  one  time  as 
Councilman  and  evinced  a  profound  interest  in  all 
local  political  happenings. 

Mr.  Wolff  married,  in  1856,  Julia  Moerlins  of  an 
old  German  family  and  formerly  a  resident  of  Han¬ 
over,  Germany.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Charles  L.,  whose  review  follows;  Emma, 
who  married  Charles  A.  Turpisch,  father  of  Roland 
J.  Turpisch  (q.  v.);  Julia,  now  Mrs.  Robert  A. 
Kinkele,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  The  elder  Mr. 
Wolff,  who  died  May  8,  1908,  survived  his  wife, 
Julia,  by  more  than  seven  years,  her  death  coming 
to  pass  February  5,  1901.  Both  were  buried  in  Wood¬ 
land  Cemetery. 

The  birth  of  Charles  L.  Wolff  occurred  July  9, 
1859,  in  the  family  home  on  Broad  Street,  Stapleton. 
Like  many  boys  of  his  day  and  age  he  attended  Pro¬ 
fessor  Methfessel’s  famous  school  located  on  Beach 
Street,  but  later  became  a  student  at  Packard  Insti¬ 
tute,  from  which  he  was  duly  graduated.  Upon  at¬ 
taining  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  was  taken  into  his 
father’s  contracting  business,  the  latter  having  be¬ 
come  well  setablished  on  Staten  Island  by  that  time. 
Somewhat  later  the  younger  Wolff  was  made  a 
member  of  the  firm,  the  name  becoming  that  of  Philip 
Wolff  and  Son.  With  his  entrance  into  this  under¬ 
taking  he  thus  began  an  association  that  was  to  last 
for  approximately  thirty-five  years,  one  portion  of 
which  was  spent  under  the  supervision  of.  the  elder 
Wolff  and  the  other,  in  managing  the  business  him- 
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self.  Philip  Wolff  conducted  the  establishment  up 
to  the  first  few  years  of  the  twentieth  century  before 
relinquishing  his  control  to  his  son  Charles  L. 

In  estimating  the  progress  and  character  of  the 
business  almost  since  its  inception  one  finds  that  in 
1882  it  had  become  both  diversified  and  extensive, 
for  in  a  local  directory  appearing  in  that  year  the 
firm  is  listed  as  “manufacturing  artificial  stone  and 
making  window  and  door  lintels,  sills,  steps,  copings, 
chimney  caps,  brackets,  stone  floors,  sidewalks,  head 
and  tombstones  and  monuments.”  Its  headquarters 
were  maintained  at  No.  14  Wright  Street,  while  in 
the  same  year  (1882)  Charles  L.  Wolff  lived  at  No. 
24  Wright  Street.  In  1897  his  address  had  changed 
to  No.  12  on  the  same  street. 

Among  the  churches,  important  business  edifices 
and  educational  institutions  that  Philip  Wolff  and 
Son  erected  in  Richmond  County  were  the  following: 
The  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Stapleton;  the 
Methodist  Church,  Port  Richmond;  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  in  New  Dorp;  the  old  Staten  Island  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  the  Staten  Island  Academy  building, 
Curtis  Lyceum,  Public  School  No.  14,  Stapleton,  and 
work  on  local  breweries.  Other  important  edifices  in¬ 
cluded  the  old  Quarantine  Station,  the  Smith  Infirm¬ 
ary,  (now  the  Staten  Island  Hospital),  the  old  Staple- 
ton  Court  House  and  a  number  of  the  finest  residences 
on  Staten  Island.  The  Gans  and  Sisco  residences  as 
well  as  many  others  constructed  by  this  firm  have 
borne  testimony  of  the  characteristic  workmanship 
and  painstaking  care  given  to  each  separate  under¬ 
taking. 

Charles  L.  Wolff  retired  from  the  active  pursuit 
of  his  business  affairs  in  1915  in  order  to  live  a  quiet 
life  at  home  with  his  family.  Though  he  was  a 
thorough  and  self-reliant  business  man  whose  inter¬ 
est  in  the  establishment  he  and  his  father  had  come 
to  operate  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  yet  his  love 
of  his  home  and  family  took  precedence  over  all 
other  matters.  His  interest  in  the  civic  life  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resided  was  deep,  though  he 
aspired  not  to  political  office  or  to  a  public  career. 
His  passing  occurred  July  25,  1928,  burial  taking 
place  in  Woodland  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Wolff  had  married  on  November  2,  1887, 
Cecilia  J.  Naumann,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and 
Louise  (Moerlins)  Naumann,  of  Saxony,  Dresden, 
Germany.  The  marriage  took  place  in  London,  Eng¬ 
land,  where  Mr.  Wolff  was  enroute  to  America. 
Mrs.  Wolff  was  born  in  the  city  of  Hamburg,  Ger¬ 
many.  She  and  her  husband  became  the  parents  of 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  born  on  Staten 
Island,  received  splendid  education  and  became  the 
wives  of  professional  men.  1.  Lillie  C.,  the  eldest, 
was  educated  at  Public  School  No.  14  in  Stapleton, 
at  high  school  and  at  Packard  Institute  where  she 
pursued  a  course  in  art  at  the  latter  institution  and 
was  graduated.  She  married  Dr.  Arthur  S.  Driscoll, 
resident  of  New  Brighton  and  prominent  member  of 
the  medical  fraternity  on  Staten  Island,  and  they  have 
a  daughter,  Rita,  and  a  son,  Arthur  J.  2.  lima,  a 
graduate  of  Public  School  No.  14,  Curtis  High 
School  and  Savage  Normal  School  in  New  York  City. 
She  married  Morton  F.  Leopold,  a  civil  engineer,  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  has  a  son,  John.  3.  Elsie, 
who  was  educated  principally  at  Staten  Island 
Academy,  Curtis  High  School  and  the  School  of 
Fine  and  Applied  Arts  in  New  York  City,  became 
the  wife  of  Felix  E.  Wormser,  a  mining  engineer, 
of  Larchmont,  New  York.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  daughters,  Renee  and  Phyllis.  4.  Anita,  after 
receiving  her  earlier  education,  won  a  Blauvelt 


scholarship  to  Cornell  University  at  Ithaca,  and 
studied  there  until  completing  work  for  her  A.  B. 
and  A.  F.  degrees.  She  married  Paul  Gillette,  a 
newspaper  man  of  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  they  have 
a  son,  Paul.  5.  Romona,  youngest  of  the  five  daugh¬ 
ters,  followed  an  educational  training  much  similar 
to  her  sister,  Anita.  She  also  earned  a  Blauvelt 
scholarship  to  Cornell  University  and  was  graduated 
with  an  A.  B.  degree.  She  married  Benson  E.  Dennis, 
a  civil  engineer.  They  live  at  Kew  Gardens,  Long 
Island. 


JOHN  TIMLIN — A  native  of  Rosebank  who  is 
of  a  family  represented  on  Staten  Island  for  approxi¬ 
mately  eighty  years,  John  Timlin  has  devoted  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time  and  interests  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Republican  party  in  Richmond  Borough. 
In  this  connection  he  formerly  served  in  the  capacity 
of  County  Chairman  in  Richmond  and  at  present  is 
leader  of  the  Fourth  Ward  Republican  organization. 

The  Timlin  family  is  of  Irish  descent,  its  mem¬ 
bers  having  resided  ip  County  Meath  in  Ireland  for 
many  generations.  They  were  generally  resourceful 
and  energetic  folk  by  nature  and  especially  inter¬ 
ested  in  civic  affairs.  John  Timlin,  Sr.,  the  father 
of  our  well  known  Rosebank  resident,  lived  in  this 
section  of  Ireland,  attended  school  there  and  grew  to 
manhood,  the  possessor  of  a  sound,  practical  education. 

In  the  year  1851,  after  deciding  that  in  America 
fuller  opportunity  to  progress  in  an  occupational  and 
economic  sense,  lay  before  him,  John  Timlin,  Sr., 
voyaged  to  this  country.  After  arriving  in  New 
York  he  crossed  the  bay  to  Staten  Island,  settled 
in  Rosebank,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  years  in 
which  he  served  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  War, 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  here.  For  some  time 
he  lived  in  Wall  Street  at  the  corner  of  Fletcher 
Street;  in  1893,  according  to  the  Directory  of  that 
year,  his  residence  was  at  No.  15  St.  Mary’s  Avenue 
and  in  1897  he  again  dwelt  on  Wall  Street,  though 
at  a  different  address  than  in  former  years.  He  was 
a  contractor  by  calling;  was  a  leading  figure  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Clifton  Volunteer  Fire  Company,  No. 
8,  and  conspicuous  in  political  circles,  particularly 
in  the  East  Shore  district. 

In  1867  John  Timlin,  Sr.,  was  married  at  St. 
Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  Ann  Doyle, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (McCabe)  Doyle,  of 
Rosebank,  where  the  family  had  been  well  repre¬ 
sented  for  several  years.  Mrs.  Timlin  was  of  Irish 
descent,  her  forebears  having  lived  there  for  the  most 
part  in  the  County  Meath.  John  Timlin,  Sr.,  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children 
in  addition  to  our  subject:  Joseph  and  Thomas, 
deceased,  and  Bessie,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Kuepper, 
of  Port  Richmond. 

The  birth  of  John  Timlin,  Jr.,  occurred  April  1, 
1868,  in  Rosebank  and  he  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  village.  Upon  leaving 
school,  while  still  a  lad  in  his  teens,  he  entered  his 
father’s  business,  working  at  first  in  a  minor  capacity 
but  later  learning  how  to  manage  the  organization, 
which  by  that  time  had  become  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  East  Shore  district.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
the  establishment  came  under  his  sole  supervision  and 
ownership  and  in  the  years  that  followed,  divided 
his  time  between  maintaining  this  interest  and  en¬ 
gaging  in  political  activities.  His  career  in  the  latter 
field  of  endeavor  has  been  a  vital  and  interesting  one. 

For  some  years  prior  to  the  election  of  George 
Cromwell,  the  only  Republican  president  of  the 
Borough  of  Richmond  to  date,  Mr.  Timlin  began  to 
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participate  in  local  governmental  affairs,  being  affi¬ 
liated  with  the  Republican  party  and  maintaining  a 
close  association  with  this  body  at  the  present  time. 
After  working  hard  and  earnestly  for  the  election 
of  Mr.  Cromwell,  he  became  his  confidant  and  aid 
from  January,  1902  to  1912. 

Upon  the  inauguration  of  President  Roosevelt  in 
1905,  Mr.  Timlin  was  one  of  a  group  of  prominent 
Republicans  who  attended  the  ceremony  at  Wash¬ 
ington;  he  was  also  present  when  President  Taft 
was  inducted  into  office  in  1909.  On  the  former 
occasion  a  large  party  from  Staten  Island  traveled 
first,  to  Sparrows  Point,  Maryland,  where  a  number 
of  new  Staten  Island  ferryboats  were  being  built, 
and  were  allowed  to  inspect  the  vast  shipbuilding 
yards  and  steel  plants  in  that  vicinity.  They  then 
went  on  to  Washington.  In  1909  Mr.  Cromwell  was 
in  attendance  at  the  Taft  inauguration  having  been 
a  close,  personal  friend  of  the  President  and  a  school¬ 
mate  of  his  brother,  Henry  Taft.  Mr.  Timlin  was  in 
charge  of  this  trip,  taking  care  of  a  delegation  of 
three  hundred  from  Staten  Island  and  arranging  both 
for  a  special  train  to  convey  them  to  Washington 
and  a  local  band  of  seventy-five  pieces.  They  were 
cordially  received  by  President  Taft  and  staged  a 
parade  up  Pennsylvania  Avenue. 

Following  the  retirement  of  President  Cromwell, 
John  Timlin  served  under  Presidents  McCormick 
and  Van  Name,  despite  the  fact  that  in  both  cases 
his  political  affiliation  differed  from  theirs.  During 
the  latter’s  administration,  in  particular,  he  was  en¬ 
abled  to  supervise  his  respective  branch  of  the 
borough  government  with  the  full  support  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  president.  His  admiration  for  the 
late  Mr.  Van  Name  and  for  his  life-long  friend, 
George  Cromwell,  has  been  one  of  long  standing. 

For  a  long  time  John  Timlin’s  influence  has  been 
valued  in  local  Republican  circles,  he  having  served 
for  several  years  as  County  Chairman,  working  con¬ 
scientiously  and  creditably  in  this  capacity.  A  faith¬ 
ful  and  comprehensive  study  of  his  service  to  the 
party  would  doubtless  entail  a  most  lengthy  account, 
punctuated  by  numerous  personal  references  and  a 
consideration  of  the  worthwhile  associations  he  has 
made.  With  the  death  of  Clinton  J.  Sharrett,  in 
March,  1930,  Mr.  Timlin’s  name  was  mentioned  for 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Richmond  County  Republi¬ 
can  organization  again.  He  permitted  his  candidacy 
to  be  announced  but  withdrew  later,  believing  that 
in  the  interest  of  full  party  unity  and  cooperation, 
the  support  of  the  Fourth  Ward  of  which  he  is  the 
leader,  should  be  tendered  to  a  candidate  suitable  to 
the  entire  County  organization.  Upon  the  selection 
of  Alfred  Breor  for  this  post,  he  stood  firmly  be¬ 
hind  him,  thus  becoming  instrumental  in  the  welding 
of  a  strong  party  cohesion  throughout  the  Island, 
a  consummation  never  entirely  effected  up  to  this 
time.  In  this  manner  and  through  his  contribution 
to  civic,  charitable  and  patriotic  movements  here  his 
devotion  to  Staten  Island  as  a  whole  has  become 
recognized  and  appreciated. 

Mr.  Timlin  enjoys  the  benefits  of  sound  health 
maintained  by  constant  physical  activity  and  care. 
It  has  always  been  his  conviction  that  a  realization 
of  one’s  ambitions  can  largely  be  obtained  by  in¬ 
tegrity,  intelligent  and  prompt  attention  to  duty  and 
sustained  initiative.  Needless  to  say,  his  own  career 
has  amply  justified  attention  to  these  prerequisites. 

For  many  years  John  Timlin  has  been  a  leader  in 
Volunteer  Fireman’s  activities  and  in  the  Veteran 
Fireman’s  Association,  of  the  East  Shore.  In  the 
former  connection  he  served  as  Assistant  Chief  of 


No.  3,  Edgewater  Volunteer  Fire  Department.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Republican 
Club,  the  Republican  County  Committee  and  other 
organizations.  Formerly  he  was  identified  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  addi¬ 
tional  societies,  having  given  up  many  of  these  affi¬ 
liations  through  pressure  of  business  and  because  of 
his  political  activities. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  St. 
Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Rosebank,  on  May 
12,  1891.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Larkin,  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Patrick  and  Maria  (Mallon)  Larkin,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  but  for  many  years 
were  residents  of  Rosebank.  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Larkin)  Timlin  are  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
1.  Ann,  who  married  Harry  Phelan,  of  Rosebank, 
and  they  have  four  children,  Ruth,  John,  Catherine, 
and  Marie.  2.  John,  whose  wife  is  the  former  Clara 
Murdock,  of  Sayville,  Long  Island,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Rita  and  Shirley.  3.  Charles. 
4.  Hugh,  who  married  Catharine  O’Connor,  of  Bay¬ 
onne,  New  Jersey.  5.  Marie.  6.  George.  7.  Ruth. 
The  four  unmarried  children  are  living  with  their 
parents  at  the  family  home,  No.  70  Hylan  Boulevard, 
Rosebank. 


THOMAS  DICKINSON  SEARL— One  of  the 

members  of  the  engineering  profession  here  on  Staten 
Island,  who  obtained  his  present  position  through 
careful  and  systematic  training  and  study,  together 
with  a  natural  aptitude  for  the  calling  with  which  he 
is  affiliated,  is  Thomas  Dickinson  Searl,  of  New 
Dorp,  who  is  connected  with  the  George  A.  Fuller 
Company,  of  New  York.  He  is  of  a  family  now 
represented  in  America  for  close  to  three  hundred 
years,  having  settled  in  very  early  times  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

The  family  of  Searle  or  Searl  was  seated  for  many 
generations  in  England  and,  according  to  tradition, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  Normandy,  in  the  north¬ 
west  section  of  France,  was  the  earlier  home  of  the 
family,  centuries  before  their  removal  to  England. 
Beyond  our  side  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  however, 
little  is  actually  known  of  the  family,  but  in  America 
they  are  recognized  as  early  settlers  and  their  gene- 
alogv  is,  for  the  most  part,  clear  and  well-defined. 
Massachusetts  Bay  was  the  colony  in  which  they 
came  to  locate,  the  ancestor  from  which  most  of  the 
present  day  members  trace  their  lineage,  having  been 
John  Searl.  Another  brother,  or  at  least  another 
branch  of  the  family,  seems  to  have  taken  root  in 
Massachusetts  Bay  even  before  John  Searl,  but 
authentic  documents  point  to  “the  settlement  of  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts,  in  1635,  by  five  or  six  persons, 
John  Searl  being  one  of  them”.  He  is  supposed  to 
have  come  from  England  some  five  years  before  this 
time  and  his  wife  was  Sarah  (Baldwin)  Searl.  Of 
his  parentage,  the  date  and  place  of  his  birth  and 
character  little  was  written,  but  records  show  that 
his  marriage  took  place  in  Springfield,  March  19, 
1639,  and  that  he  and  his  wife  were  separated  by.  his 
death  on  August  11,  1641.  His  will  was  Irawn  eight 
months  before  his  demise,  indicating  perhaps,  that  ill 
health  had  presaged  his  end.  His  widow  married, 
in  April,  the  following  spring  Alexander  Edwards, 
and  they  forthwith  removed  to  Northampton  above 
Springfield. 

John  and  Sarah  (Baldwin)  Searl  were  the  parents 
of  one  son,  John,  2nd,  born  March  30,  1641,  just  a 
few  months  previous  to  his  father’s  death.  He  mar¬ 
ried  in  Northampton,  July  3,  1667,  Ruth  Jones  and 
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in  1700  they  left  Northampton  Center,  then  called 
Nonotuck  Plantation,  to  take  up  their  residence  three 
miles  southward  in  Pascommuck.  John  Searl,  2nd, 
was  one  of  five  who  received  by  vote  of  the  Nono¬ 
tuck  Plantation  four  acres  each  in  Pascommuck. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  (second) 
in  1675,  Mary  North,  daughter  of  William  North. 
John  Searl,  2nd,  died  October  3,  1718,  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year,  being  survived  by  two  sons:  John,  by 
his  first  wife,  and  Nathaniel,  of  further  mention,  by 
his  second.  The  former  married,  became  the  father 
of  several  children  and  lost  his  life,  together  with 
three  of  his  children,  in  an  Indian  massacre. 

Nathaniel  Searl  was  one  of  seven  children,  North¬ 
ampton  being  his  place  of  birth  in  1686.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  went  to  Pascommuck  with  his  father 
and  in  1732,  when  forty-six  years  of  age,  removed 
to  South  Precinct  (which  is  now  the  village  of  East- 
hampton).  Here,  it  is  recorded,  that  “Nathaniel 
Searl  drew,  as  did  thirty  others,  a  home  lot.”  He 
also  received  a  ten-acre  lot  and  two  years  later  he 
came  to  occupy  his  homestead  where  he  had  spent 
much  labor  in  making  clearings  and  later  in  com¬ 
pleting  building  operations.  He  became,  in  fact,  a 
man  much  esteemed  in  town.  He  owned  consider¬ 
able  property,  was  active  on  several  committees, 
served  as  moderator  of  their  meetings  and  acted  as 
a  selectman  and  councillor  in  their  religious  affairs. 
His  home  was  known  as  “one  wherein  the  spirit  of 
gracious  hospitality  and  warmth  remained  constant.” 
He  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-two,  passing  away  in 
1777;  his  first  wife,  Priscilla,  died  and  he  married 
(second)  a  Sarah  (both  surnames  being  unknown). 
By  the  two  marriages  nine  sons  and  three  daughters 
were  born  to  him  and  it  is  said  that  the  daughters 
all  married  men  bearing  the  name  of  Pomeroy. 

The  nine  sons  of  Nathaniel  Searl,  Sr.,  perpetuated 
well  the  name  of  Searl,  all  marrying  and  becoming 
fathers  of  a  total  of  seventy-eight  children.  The 
youngest  of  these  nine  sons,  all  of  whom  were  named 
for  well  known  Biblical  characters,  was  Zophar, 
great-great-grandfather  of  Thomas  Dickinson  Searl. 
Zophar  Searl  married,  in  1764,  Anna  Clark  and  they 
resided  in  a  home  built  in  Southampton.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Zenas,  Zophar, 
Asenath,  Isaac,  Joel,  Clark,  Bela,  Anna,  Cornelius, 
and  Zilpah.  Bela  Searl  was  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject. 

Bela  Searl  was  born  about  1774,  died  in  1857. 
He  married  Thankfull  Pomeroy,  whose  birth  and 
death  occurred  in  precisely  the  same  year  as  her  hus¬ 
band’s.  Among  their  children  was  Appollos  Dickin¬ 
son  Searl,  born  in  18x8  who  married  Sara  J.  Dilks, 
bom  in  1824,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  John 
Bradford  Searl.  The  birthplace  of  the  latter  was 
the  village  of  West  Brighton,  Staten  Island,  where 
his  education  was  largely  received.  He  married 
Mary  Pomeroy  Searle,  born  in  Northampton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1847,  died  in  Staten  Island,  in  1889.  They 
became  the  parents  of  Thomas  Dickinson  Searl,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Northampton,  May  7,  1879.  Four 
other  children  were  also  born  to  this  union:  Charles, 
Mary,  John,  and  Sarah.  Two  died  in  infancy: 
Charles  and  Sarah. 

The  elder  Searl  married  a  second  time,  his  wife 
being  Sarah  Young.  A  son,  James,  was  born  to  this 
union.  He  was  associated  with  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  for  more  than  thirty-five  years.  The  death 
of  John  Bradford  Searl  came  in  1923  in  New  Dorp. 
(The  greater  portion  of  this  genealogical  material 
showing  the  successive  generations  of  the  Searl 
family  is  gleaned  from  an  historical  address  on  “The 


Searle  Family,”  given  by  Rev.  H.  L.  Edwards  at 
a  reunion  of  the  Searle  family  held  at  Mount  Tom 
Grove,  Massachusetts,  August  17,  1881.) 

Thomas  Dickinson  Searl  came  to  Staten  Island 
with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  two  years.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Public  School  No.  18  in  West  Brighton,  and  later 
entered  Cooper  Union  as  an  evening  student,  where 
he  studied  courses  of  a  scientific  nature.  After  nearly 
four  years  of  special  training  here  he  was  forced  to 
forego  this  work,  mainly  because  of  the  stress  of 
both  daily  and  evening  work  and  the  resultant  strain 
upon  his  eyesight. 

In  1897,  he  was  employed  by  William  R.  Hillyer, 
surveyor,  with  headquarters  in  Port  Richmond,  but 
in  1900  he  left  this  employ  to  become  associated  with 
V.  J.  Hedden  and  Sons,  builders,  who  constructed 
the  electric  light  power  plant  at  Livingston.  A  year 
later  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company  num¬ 
bered  him  among  the  workers  in  their  surveying  de¬ 
partment  in  Manhattan. 

In  1902  Mr.  Searl  became  connected  with  the 
George  A.  Fuller  Company  of  New  York  as  a  civil 
engineer  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  has  supervised 
the  foundation  work  of  buildings  created  by  that 
concern,  many  being  the  largest  in  Manhattan.  Among 
them  are  hotels  Biltmore,  Commodore,  Pennsylvania, 
Pierre,  Plaza  and  Savoy  Plaza;  the  New  York  Cot¬ 
ton  Exchange,  the  Fuller  Building,  the  City  Bank 
Farmers’  Trust  Company  and  the  Whitehall  Build¬ 
ing.  In  connection  with  his  profession  Mr.  Searl 
was  also  appointed  a  city  surveyor  in  1905  through 
a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
New  York  City  and  duly  carried  out  by  Mayor 
McClellan.  In  1922  he  was  granted  a  license  to 
practice  Professional  Engineering  and  Land  Survey¬ 
ing  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Within  his  profession  in  which  he  has  enjoyed  un¬ 
usual  success,  Mr.  Searl  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  for  Testing  Materials,  the  American  Con¬ 
crete  Institute  and  other  organizations.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliation  is  with  the  Masonic  Order,  in  which 
he  is  a  charter  member  of  Fort  Wadsworth  Lodge, 
No.  1092  and  with  Union  Chapter,  No.  180,  Royal 
Arch  Masons.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Horti¬ 
cultural  Society  of  Staten  Island  and  both  he  and 
Mrs.  Searl  have  long  been  active  in  civic  and  social 
affairs  in  New  Dorp  and  are  among  those  greatly 
interested  in  the  development  of  Staten  Island.  They 
are  members  of  the  Moravian  Church  in  New  Dorp 
and  active  in  the  work  of  the  parish. 

Mr.  Searl’s  marriage  took  place  in  1911  to  Eleanor 
Louise  Vroom,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Lucy 
S.  (Croker)  Vroom,  of  West  Brighton.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Genevieve  .Croker, 
born  August  19,  1912,  a  graduate  of  Curtis  High 
School  and  now  in  her  first  year  at  Barnard  College, 
Manhattan.  2.  John,  born  October  16,  1914,  now  in 
his  third  year  at  Curtis  High  School.  3.  Eleanor  L., 
born  June  1,  1916,  also  a  student  at  Curtis  High 
School.  4.  Mary  V.,  born  November  24,  1917. 

5.  Thomas  D.,  born  January  30,  1920.  6.  Paul  W., 
born  April  5,  1922.  The  three  eldest  children,  Gene¬ 
vieve,  John,  and  Eleanor,  are  also  members  of  the 
Moravian  Church  at  New  Dorp. 

The  Searl  home  is  located  at  No.  93  Rose  Avenue, 
New  Dorp.  Mr.  Searl’s  place  of  business  is  situated 
at  No.  599  Madison  Avenue,  New  York..  Apart 
from  his  business  activities  and  the  care  of  his  family 
he  also  enjoys  visiting  the  Adirondacks  from  time  to 
time  to  engage  in  his  favorite  sport  and  recreation, 
that  of  trout  fishing. 
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JOHN  S.  WARDE,  SENIOR— Having  been  a 
resident  of  Staten  Island  for  nearly  forty  years, 
John  S.  Warde,  Sr.,  whose  death  occurred  in  1922, 
merited  well  the  respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held  here.  Active  in  civic,  fraternal  and  military 
organizations,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  as 
superintendent  of  the  old  Staten  Island  Water  Supply 
Company,  he  left  a  rich  legacy  of  service  to  his 
family  and  his  friends. 

The  Warde  family,  which  is  of  French  and  Irish 
descent,  has  been  represented  in  America  about  one 
hundred  years.  During  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century  William  D.  Warde  and  his  wife,  Mary,  re¬ 
sided  in  Tarrytown-on- the- Hudson,  Westchester 
County,  New  York.  Their  only  son,  John  S.,  our 
subject,  was  born  in  that  town  January  25,  1840. 

John  S.  Warde  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  village,  after  which  he  removed 
to  New  York  City,  living  for  some  years  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village.  Isaac  V.  Fowler,  then  postmaster, 
appointed  him  to  a  position  in  the  New  York  Post 
Office  where  he  continued  until  1861.  In  that  year 
he  resigned  in  order  to  become  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  I,  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  the  New  York  State 
Militia,  which  later  became  known  as  the  Eighty- 
third  New  York  State  Volunteers.  He  was  active 
in  organizing  and  equipping  this  company  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Union  cause  in  the  Civil  War,  its  mem¬ 
bers  leaving  New  York  on  June  17,  1861,  to  join 
their  regiment  at  the  ■  front.  They  were  attached  to 
General  Patterson’s  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Po¬ 
tomac.  In  1864  Mr.  Warde  was  transferred  to  the 
104th  New  York  State  Volunteers  and  after  the 
surrender  of  General  Lee,  he  was  mustered  out  of 
service  under  General  Order  No.  25. 

He  then  returned  to  New  York,  becoming  first  a 
clerk  in  the  Erie  Railroad  offices  under  O.  H.  P. 
Archer  and  later  obtaining  a  position  with  the  Mer¬ 
cantile  Deposit  Company,  one  of  the  first  concerns 
of  its  kind  in  the  city.  In  1873  he  went  to  Brooklyn 
and  a  short  time  afterward  became  employed  by  the 
City  Works  Department,  being  attached  more  specifi¬ 
cally  to  the  Water  Department.  He  was  next  as¬ 
signed  to  the  surveyors  department  under  Peter 
Millne.  In  1880  he  resigned  and  came  to  Staten 
Island  as  superintendent  of  the  Staten  Island  Water 
Supply  Company,  with  which  his  son,  Charles,  be¬ 
came  connected  in  later  years.  This  association  was 
continued  until  1908  when  the  City  of  New  York 
took  over  the  plant.  In  subsequent  years  Mr.  Warde, 
in  partnership  with  William  Wheeler,  organized  a 
grapefruit  plantation  at  Micco,  Florida.  Mr.  Wheeler 
sold  his  share  and  the  plantation  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  Mrs.  Mabel  Warde. 

John  S.  Warde  was  a  member  of  numerous  military, 
fraternal,  political  and  civic  organizations.  Richmond 
Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  numbered  him 
among  its  members  and  he  was  identified  with  the 
Staten  Island  Council  of  the  Royal  Arcanum;  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he  was 
a  Past  Chancellor;  the  Masonic  Order  in  which  he 
was  a  member  of  Scotia  Lodge  of  New  York  City; 
Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  of  which  he  was  Past  High  Priest;  Empire 
Commandery,  of  which  he  was  Eminent  Sir,  and 
Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  also  identified  with  Beacon 
Light  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  which  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  and  was  past 
president  of  the  North  Shore  Fire  Department.  At 
all  times  interested  in  political  developments,  he  was 
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an  active  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
on  the  general  committee  of  its  organization  in  Castle- 
ton  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1892  he  was  a  candi¬ 
date  for  Supervisor  for  the  Town  of  Castleton  and 
although  defeated,  waged  a  closely-contested  campaign. 

Mr.  Warde  married  (first)  in  1861,  before  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  war,  Elizabeth  Jean  Clark,  born  August 
26,  1845,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Halsey) 
Clark,  who  came  from  Hull,  England.  Her  father 
was  a  prominent  New  York  artist.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Warde  had  four  children:  1.  Charles  Sylvester 
Warde,  the  eldest,  was  born  September  10,  1868,  in 
New  York  City.  While  a  boy  he  attended  Trinity 
School  in  his  native  city,  later  studied  at  the  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York  and  then,  in  August,  1885, 
entered  the  Staten  Island  Water  Supply  Company 
as  a  clerk,  thus  becoming  associated  with  his  father. 
He  remained  with  this  organization  until  February 
16,  1909,  having  been  elevated  during  the  course  of 
his  service  to  the  position  of  assistant  superintendent. 
Then,  in  the  year  1909,  when  the  city  took  over  the 
private  water  supply  companies,  he  resumed  his  work 
with  the  Water  Department  of  New  York  City.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  January  30,  1930,  he  was 
deputy  comptroller  of  the  division  of  accounting  of 
the  Water  Department,  being  in  charge  of  this  work 
in  the  Borough  of  Richmond.  In  addition  to  his 
public  and  property  interests  Charles  Warde  was  a 
director  of  the  oldest  organization  of  its  kind  on 
Staten  Island,  in  that  of  the  Staten  Island  Building 
Loan  and  Savings  Association.  He  had  special  in¬ 
terest  in  all  movements  which  he  believed  would 
bring  about  some  benefit  to  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
although  a  busy  man,  took  time  to  indulge  in  his 
favorite  hobbies,  flower  cultivation  and  outdoor  life 
of  all  sorts.  Like  his  father,  he  was  also  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  Order.  His  marriage  took  place 
in  1892  to  Laqueer  Meylert,  daughter  of  Charles 
Augustus  and  Laqueer  (Lawrence)  Meylert.  His 
wife’s  death  occurred  on  April  15,  1926.  She  and 
her  husband  had  three  children:  i.  Charles  S.,  who 
married  Gertrude  Mulcahey,  now  residing  in  Bangall, 
New  York.  ii.  Laqueer  Meylert,  now  the  wife  of  J. 
Beddington  Smith  in  Bernardsville,  New  Jersey, 
iii.  Janice,  now  living  with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Colonel 
Jack  Berry,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

May  and  Frederick,  second  and  third  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  John  S.  and  Elizabeth  Jean  (Clark)  Warde, 
died  in  early  youth. 

4.  John  Seymour,  youngest  of  the  John  S.  Warde, 
Sr.  family,  was  born  January  8,  1873.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  local  schools  and  at  the  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  following  which  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Staten  Island  Water  Supply  Com¬ 
pany.  While  here  he  served  in  all  departments  of 
the  concern,  being  an  inspector  in  the  Collection 
Division,  inspector  in  connection  with  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  general  water  systems  and  holding  other  im¬ 
portant  posts.  In  1905  he  became  associated  with 
the  Rennsalaer  Valve  Company  as  a  traveling  repre¬ 
sentative  and  is  now  sales  manager  for  the  Eastern 
Branch,  with  headquarters  in  New  York.  The  or¬ 
ganizations  with  which  he  is  identified  follow:  the 
Water  Works  Manufacturing  Association  of  New 
York  City,  of  which  he  is  past  president,  and  the 
American  Water  Works  Association;  Richmond 
Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order,  also  Tyrian  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  Empire  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  Mecca  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the 
Staten  Island  Masonic  Club;  the  Veteran  Fireman’s 
Association  of  the  North  Shore,  and  Staten  Island 
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Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  In  his  religious  persuasion  he  was  of  the 
Episcopal  denomination,  being  for  long  years  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ascension  Church.  He  married,  on  De¬ 
cember  10,  1916,  Hermoine  M.  Larkin,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mimie  (Schwenk)  Larkin,  and  to  this 
union  one  daughter,  Hermoine  Audrey,  was  born. 
She  attends  Notre  Dame  Convent. 

Following  the  death  of  Elizabeth  J.  (Clark)  Warde, 
on  February  25,  1895,  John  S.  Warde,  Sr.,  married 
(second)  in  September  of  that  year,  Mabel  A. 
Caughey.  To  this  marriage  a  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
was  born.  She  married  H.  O.  Greene  and  they  live 
in  Florida.  Mrs.  John  S.  Warde  is  living  at  the 
present  time,  having  survived  her  husband,  whose 
death  occurred  in  Florida,  September  28,  1919.  He 
was  brought  back  to  Staten  Island  and  buried  in 
Moravian  Cemetery. 


SAMUEL  TOWEL  WATSON— The  accom¬ 
panying  narrative  is  a  biographical  account  of  one 
who  descends  from  a  famous  and  ancient  family  of 
England,  a  more  detailed  record  of  which  appears 
under  another  caption  elsewhere  in  this  work.  How¬ 
ever,  his  activities  on  Staten  Island  after  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  his  family  hereabouts  is  worthy  of  record 
and  illustration. 

Samuel  Towel  Watson,  son  of  James  and  Alice 
(Towel)  Watson,  was  born  May  31,  1837,  at  Hadden 
Farm,  on  the  estate  owned  by  the  Duke  of  Rut¬ 
land,  in  England.  (It  will  be  noted  in  another 
review  appearing  under  the  name  of  Watson  that 
Samuel  Towel  Watson  was  born  on  Freeland  farm 
which,  instead,  is  Hadden  Farm.)  He  was  educated 
in  the  private  school  of  Captain  Varney,  and  then 
went  to  Oxford  University,  where  he  pursued  classi¬ 
cal  studies  and  was  graduated.  After  completing  his 
school  years,  he  married  Ann  Wright,  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Smithers)  Wright,  of  Kent, 
England.  At  first,  Samuel  T.  Watson  engaged  in 
farming,  leasing  several  hundred  acres  of  land  at 
Blenheim,  from  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  re¬ 
maining  thus  occupied  for  six  years.  Giving  up  agri¬ 
culture,  he  turned  his  attention  to  interests  which 
he  and  his  brothers  had  in  a  coal  and  grain  business; 
also  increased  his  holdings  in  the  Western  Railroad 
of  England.  He  had  become  a  man  of  considerable 
wealth,  but  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  strife 
throughout  the  continent,  as  well  as  the  great  war 
between  the  North  and  the  South  in  America,  an 
economic  depression  caused  a  considerable  decrease 
in  his  fortune.  That,  coupled  with  the  death  of  his 
father,  resulted  in  his  coming  to  America.  About 
1866  he  came  here  and  located  in  Brooklyn,  where 
he  became  a  private  secretary  to  the  firm  of  Hunter 
and  Kellar,  wholesalers  of  plumbing  supplies.  The 
Morley  family  of  England  had  previously  located  in 
that  city,  and  after  three  years  with  Hunter  and 
Kellar,  he  joined  his  cousin,  John  Morley,  who  had 
built  the  Morley  Hotel  in  the  Adirondack  Mountains 
of  New  York. 

After  two  years  with  his  cousin,  Mr.  Watson  sold 
his  share  in  the  hotel  and  returned  to  Brooklyn  for 
a  short  time.  He  resumed  his  employment  with  his 
original  employers,  and  took  up  residence  at  Has- 
brouck  Heights,  in  New  Jersey.  About  1885,  he 
removed  to  Staten  Island  and  located  in  Linoleum- 
ville,  where  his  family  has  since  been  located.  He 
became  connected  with  the  Linoleum  Company,  of 
which  his  brother-in-law,  David  Melvin,  was  super¬ 
intendent.  During  his  life  here  he  was  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years  and  ’earned  the  title  of  Judge 


Watson.  He  became  interested  in  real  estate  and 
helped  in  the  building  of  that  community.  When  he 
came  here  Linoleumville  was  situated  on  a  ridge  of 
land  between  two  wide  expanses  of  swamp  land,  and 
was  sparsely  settled.  Here  and  there  was  a  pioneer 
house  with  a  few  tillable  acres  around  it,  but  later, 
through  the  progress  of  industry  and  the  coming  of 
new  residents,  the  district  became  widely  developed. 
In  addition  to  his  activities  in  town  affairs,  includ¬ 
ing  his  interest  in  church  matters,  in  the  local  fire 
company  and  generally,  in  civic  affairs;  and  allied 
with  his  real  estate  interests,  he  became  a  director  of 
the  Northfield  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and 
also  served  for  twenty  years  as  vice-president  of  the 
Westerleigh  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Association. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  the  former  organization  paid 
full  tribute  to  his  memory,  characterizing  him  as  a 
worthy  citizen,  a  punctual  worker  and  by  disposi¬ 
tion,  a  gentlemanly  and  kindly  man.  Sometime  previ¬ 
ous  to  his  demise,  when  ill  health  had  forced  him  to 
withdraw  from  active  interest  in  the  Westerleigh 
Building,  Loan  and  Savings  Association,  its  directors 
had  drafted  a  resolution  warmly  expressing  their  ap¬ 
preciation  as  a  founder  and  officer  of  the  Association. 
He  was  a  staunch  Democrat  by  political  persuasion 
and  was  of  the  Episcopal  denomination  in  religious 
adherence.  His  death  came  on  May  27,  1917,  thus 
surviving  his  wife,  who  had  died  December  3,  1909. 

Samuel  T.  Watson  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  four  of  whom  were  born  in  England, 
one  in  Brooklyn  and  another  in  Hasbrouck  Heights: 
Cedric  S.  T. ;  Amy  E.,  living  in  Linoleumville,  aged 
seventy  years,  unmarried;  Beatrice  E.,  died  in  Lino¬ 
leumville,  unmarried,  in  1928;  Duncan  T.,  died  when 
in  young  manhood;  Annie  M.,  the  wife  of  Albert 
T.  Berich,  of  Linoleumville,  and  Arthur  J.,  living 
in  Port  Richmond. 


AMY  E.  WATSON— Just  after  the  Civil  War 
in  our  country,  Miss  Watson  was  brought  here  by 
her  parents,  the  late  “Judge”  Samuel  Towel  and 
Ann  (Wright)  Watson.  Her  birth  occurred  on  De¬ 
cember  28,  i860,  at  Blenheim  farm,  on  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough’s  estate,  in  England.  While  of  pure 
English  origin,  she  has  nevertheless  become  ideally 
American  through  her  long  years  of  residence  and 
association  in  her  adopted  land.  An  interesting  re¬ 
view  of  the  activities  of  her  family,  in  the  Old  World 
and  later  in  the  New,  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

About  1866  her  branch  of  the  family  arrived  on 
our  shores,  and  during  a  several  years’  residence  of 
her  parents  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  she  attended 
Public  School  No.  26,  and  her  further  instruction 
was  received  through  the  aid  of  her  accomplished 
mother  and  father.  Upon  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Staten  Island,  and  the  establishment  of  their  per¬ 
manent  home  at  Linoleumville,  she  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  here.  At  the  mature  age  of  three 
score  and  ten  she  can  still  reminisce  to  great  extent 
and  can  give  vivid  and  picturesque  descriptions  of 
this  locality  as  it  first  appeared  during  the  years 
of  her  young  womanhood.  She  has  also  acquired 
a  fund  of  knowledge,  through  her  contact  with  pion¬ 
eer  families,  of  the  events  which  happened  in  the 
region  before  her  coming.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
Miss  Watson’s  knowledge  of  the  historical  events 
in  England  and  those  of  Colonial  History  in  this 
country  are  most  comprehensive.  In  addition  to  her 
observation  she  has  read  much  on  the  subject  of 
history. 

The  home  of  her  father,  in  which  she  and  her  late 
sister  continued  to  reside  until  recently,  is  one  of  the 
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oldest  in  Linoleumville.  She  relates  that  in  early 
times,  nearby  was  a  grove  of  tall  oaks,  walnut  and 
other  trees,  few  of  which  stand  at  the  present  time. 
Many  of  the  trees  were  planted  in  rows,  as  an  or¬ 
chard  might  be  laid  out,  and  according  to  the  legend, 
the  ground  between  them  was  ridged  and  so  corru¬ 
gated  as  to  indicate  a  burial  ground  of  perhaps  native 
Indians  or  early  settlers.  On  her  property  are  also 
found  two  large  mounds  of  dirt,  and  also  according 
to  legend,  the  British  and  American  soldiers  used 
the  site  as  a  burying  ground  for  their  comrades.  It 
is  said  that  they  were  brought  to  Linoleumville  on 
account  of  the  early  Moravians  having  ruled  against 
anyone  being  buried  in  their  cemetery  who  had  died 
in  strife.  These  are  but  a  few  of  Miss  Watson’s 
many  recollections. 

She  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  activities 
about  Linoleumville,  and  during  the  World  War 
was  a  leader  in  Red  Cross  work,  being  president  of 
the  Linoleumville  American  Red  Cross  Chapter  from 
1917  to  1927.  By  authority  of  the  War  Department, 
she  was  made  a  member  of  the  United  States  Army. 
Her  church  affiliation  is  with  the  Episcopal  Church 
of  Linoleumville.  She  resides  there  at  present  with 
her  sister,  Annie  M.,  the  wife  of  Albert  T.  Berich. 


EDWARD  B.  SHEERAN— A  man  who,  in  his 
own  quiet  way,  has  done  much  to  bring  about  the 
efficient  functioning  of  our  local  affairs  is  Edward 
B.  Sheeran,  a  life-long  resident  of  Staten  Island. 
Known  as  the  “Dean”  of  Borough  Hall,  he  entered 
the  public  service  forty  years  ago  in  the  office  of 
Cornelius  A.  Hart,  County  Clerk  of  Richmond 
County;  and,  since  that  time,  has  acquitted  himself 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  has  been  constantly  in  the 
service  of  either  the  county  or  municipal  govern¬ 
ment. 

Born  in  West  New  Brighton  on  December  16, 
1859,  Mr.  Sheeran  is  a  son  of  Bernard  and  Bridget 
(Stanton)  Sheeran,  both  parents  being  natives  of 
Ireland,  the  former  of  County  Meath,  and  the  latter 
of  County  Roscommon.  The  elder  Sheerans  came 
to  Staten  Island  about  1845,  where  the  father,  for 
about  thirty  years  prior  to  his  death,  was  employed 
in  the  Jewett  White  Lead  factory,  having  previously 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  gardener.  He  died 
in  January,  1887,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  in 
1868.  Bernard  and  Bridget  (Stanton)  Sheeran  had 
five  children:  Edward  B.,  our  subject;  John  and 
Catharine,  deceased ;  Mary  E.,  who  is  single ;  and 
Jane,  widow  of  Alexander  A.  Milne,  of  West  New 
Brighton. 

After  attending  the  local  public  schools  and  gram¬ 
mar  school  No.  19,  in  New  York,  the  young  man 
became  a  student  at  the  college  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  where  he  took  a  commercial  course.  For  a 
time  thereafter  he  studied  law  under  Henry  Wil¬ 
liams,  but  was  obliged  to  discontinue  this  profession 
because  of  the  dissolution  of  the  firm. 

On  August  15,  1887,  when  Mr.  Sheeran  first  be¬ 
came  associated  with  the  County  Clerk’s  office  under 
Cornelius  A.  Hart,  things  were  considerably  differ¬ 
ent  than  they  are  at  present.  During  the  winter, 
people  came  to  court  in  sleighs  or  in  stages  which 
ran  to  and  from  the  railroad  depot.  Folks  who  went 
to  New  York  for  pleasure  or  business  were  obliged 
to  catch  the  evening  boat  at  nine  o’clock;  this  being 
the  last  boat  to  leave  there  for  the  North  Shore. 
When  John  Ellsworth,  Republican  adherent,  suc¬ 
ceeded  Mr.  Hart  as  County  Clerk,  Mr.  Sheeran, 
although  a  staunch  organization  Democrat,  was  re¬ 
tained  in  office,  because  of  his  knowledge  of  the  special 


details  which  his  position  involved.  In  1898  at  the 
time  of  consolidation,  when  many  new  departments 
were  needed,  Nicholas  Muller,  the  Democratic  leader 
at  that  time  chose  him  for  the  task  of  establishing 
these  offices.  He  was  accordingly  appointed  under  the 
then  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Richmond  Borough,  the 
late  Henry  P.  Morrison  (q.  v.).  At  that  time  the  affairs 
of  all  boroughs  were  handled  under  the  direction  of 
Commissioner  Keating  in  New  York  City  and  Mr. 
Morrison  was  deputy  commissioner  of  Richmond, 
having  also  the  jurisdiction  over  the  highways, 
sewers  and  water  department.  Mr.  Sheeran  was 
placed  in  charge  of  establishing  and  conducting  the 
clerical  part  of  all  these  bureaus,  and  as  the  occa¬ 
sion  arose,  he  devised  various  forms  and  records 
which  are  still  in  use  in  Borough  Hall,  so  efficient 
were  they  found  to  be.  As  time  went  on,  he  success¬ 
fully  passed  all  the  necessary  examinations  required 
by  the  Civil  Service  Bureau  for  his  various  promo¬ 
tions,  with  the  result  that  he  kept  going  higher  and 
higher  in  position  and  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens  and  co-workers.  When  John  A.  Lynch 
came  into  the  borough  presidency  and  appointed  David 
S.  Rendt  as  his  commissioner  of  public  works,  the 
latter  selected  Mr.  Sheeran  as  his  aide  to  handle  the 
mass  of  public  documents  that  daily  passed  through 
his  offices,  as  well  as  to  care  for  other  work  that 
devolved  upon  him.  Later  when  it  was  decided  to 
reorganize  the  different  bureaus  and  bring  them  up 
to  their  present  high  standard  of  efficiency,  Mr. 
Sheeran  was  appointed  auditor.  Since  he  has  served 
in  this  capacity,  he  has  accomplished  valuable  re¬ 
sults  which  have  been  beneficial  to  both  the  borough 
administration  and  the  local  public. 

Although  a  busy  man,  he  takes  time  from  his  public 
duties  to  be  active  in  various  organizational  work. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  Council,  Knights 
of  Columbus;  is  a  past  president  of  the  Holy  Name 
Society,  having  held  that  office  for  twelve  years;  and 
is  a  past  president  of  the  Civil  Service  Employees’ 
Association  of  Richmond  Borough,  a  position  which 
he  held  for  fourteen  years.  He  also  served  for 
twelve  years  as  chairman  of  the  legislative  committee 
of  the  State  Civil  Service  Employees  Association. 

On-  February  22,  1886,  at  New  York,  Mr.  Sheeran 
was  married  to  Mary  A.  Smith,  now  deceased, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Mary  A.  (Corbally)  Smith. 
To  this  union  three  daughters  and  one  son  were 
born:  1.  Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  Jeremiah  J.  Hayes,  of 
Hart  Park,  who  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  Marie 
D.,  Eleanor  R.,  Edward  S.,  William  D.,  and  Patricia. 
2.  Anna  T.,  who  was  married  to  Alfred  V.  Norton, 
(q.  v.),  and  they  have  four  sons:  Alfred  V.,  Jr.,  Ber¬ 
nard  S.,  J.  Smith,  and  Robert.  3.  Gertrude,  who  is 
single.  4.  Bernard  J.,  who  with  his  wife,  Marie  B. 
Golden,  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Bernard  J.,  Jr. 


PHILIP  ECKHARDT,  though  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  has  for  long  years  made  his  home  in  Staten 
Island  and  has  become  identified  with  community 
affairs,  first  in  Stapleton  and  during  recent  years, 
in  the  Oakwood  Heights  section.  He  founded,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  until  his  retirement,  was  the 
head  of  Philip  Eckhardt  and  Company,  Incorporated, 
a  luggage  manufacturing  ^establishment,  located  at 
Nos.  22-26  West  Thirty-second  Street,  Manhattan. 

The  birth  of  Philip  Eckhardt  occurred  March  5, 
1865,  in  Rhinepfaltz,  Germany,  his  parents  being 
Henry  and  Katherina  (Donner)  Eckhardt.  As  a 
lad  he  attended  the  native  schools  in  his  country 
until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  when  he  set 
sail  for  America  with  his  parents. 
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The  Eckhardt  family  landed  in  New  York  City 
where  the  younger  Eckhardt  found  employment  in 
a  leather  manufacturing  business  which  business  he 
continued  as  his  occupation.  The  elder  Eckhardt’s 
death  occurred  in  1884,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
ten  years  later. 

Following  the  death  of  his  mother,  Philip  Eck¬ 
hardt  came  to  Staten  Island,  first  settling  in  Staple- 
ton,  where  he  resided  for  the  next  twenty-seven  years. 
He  later  removed  to  Oakwood  Heights  and  lives 
there  at  the  present  writing  (1929). 

Foreseeing  a  future  in  the  luggage  business,  Mr. 
Eckhardt  started  a  factory  of  this  kind  more  than 
thirty-five  years  ago.  The  business  developed  steadily 
and  became  known  under  the  trade  name  of  Philip 
Eckhardt  and  Company  with  Mr.  Eckhardt  as  head 
of  the  concern.  Five  years  ago,  however,  he  turned 
over  the  enterprise  to  his  son,  George.  The  offices, 
showrooms  and  factories,  which  make  up  the  plant, 
are  located  at  22-24-26  West  Thirty-second  Street, 
Manhattan.  The  by-word  of  the  concern  is  “Lug¬ 
gage  of  Distinction”  and  includes  among  the  types 
of  goods:  Gladstones,  club  bags,  kit  bags,  suit  cases, 
and,  in  effect,  traveling  bags  of  every  size  and 
description. 

Mr.  Eckhardt  married  on  April  30,  1893,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hotz,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Em- 
mand)  Hotz,  of  an  old  Stapleton  family.  Five  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  this  marriage:  George  P.,  born 
July  2,  1894;  Margaret,  born  January  30,  1896; 
Rudolph,  born  January  11,  1901;  Marie,  born  July 
5,  1905;  and  Alina,  who  died  in  infancy.  All  were 
born  in  Stapleton.  George,  the  eldest,  married  Fanny 
Reed,  of  Stapleton,  June  5,  1929.  Margaret  married 
Irwin  Selle,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  July  19,  1924. 

Philip  Eckhardt  resides  at  No.  253  Guyon  Avenue, 
Oakwood  Heights.  He  is  interested  in  civic  affairs, 
particularly  those  pertaining  to  his  home  community, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Quartette  Club. 


GODFRED  PETTERSEN — Since  1912  Mr. 
Pettersen  has  been  engaged  in  business  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  as  a  painting  and  decorating  contractor.  It  is 
said  by  those  qualified  to  judge  that  his  success  is 

due  to  the  fact  that  he  renders  full  value  both  in 

quality  of  material  and  in  skilled  workmanship  to  his 
growing  trade. 

He  came  to  America  in  1900.  Peter  Pettersen,  his 
father,  was  a  citizen  of  the  district  near  Mandel, 
Norway,  and  of  a  family  which  had  been  located 
there  for  several  centuries.  The  elder  Pettersen 
followed  the  sea  for  nearly  a  half  century,  being  a 
marine  captain  for  thirty-six  years,  during  which 
time  he  sailed  to  important  ports  of  the  world.  He 

died  suddenly  about  1892,  after  an  illness  of  two 

weeks,  having  always  enjoyed  robust  health.  His 
wife,  Mary  (Gundersen)  Pettersen,  also  a  native  of 
the  vicinity  of  Mandel,  Norway,  survived  him,  her 
death  occurring  in  1902  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  Both  are  buried  in  Mandel. 

Godfred  Pettersen,  was  born  in  Mandel,  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  1875,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  birthplace.  As  a  boy  of  eight  years 
of  age  he  first  made  voyages  with  his  father  and 
gained  much  experience  in  the  life  of  the  sea.  After 
leaving  school  he  sailed  before  the  mast  for  a  few 
years,  then  took  a  four  months  course  in  Norway 
and  shipped  as  first  class  steward,  which  line  of  en¬ 
deavor  he  continued  until  September,  1900.  Follow¬ 
ing  this,  he  took  passage  on  the  steamship  “Oceanic” 
and  came  to  New  York  City.  He  soon  became  en¬ 
gaged  in  managing  sailing  yachts,  among  them  being 


the  racing  yacht  “Constellation”  and  the  steam  yacht 
“Columbia,”  being  storekeeper  of  the  latter  ship 
for  two  seasons.  His  service  in  these  connections 
also  took  him  to  Boston  and  covered  a  period  of 
about  two  years.  Leaving  Boston  as  a  sailor  on 
board  a  schooner  bound  for  Florida  he  reached 
Southern  waters  four  months  later.  Employment 
on  tug-boats  plying  the  coast  of  Texas  and  on  the 
Government  boat,  “Captain  Telford”  occupied  the 
next  several  years.  Returning  to  New  York,  Mr. 
Pettersen  became  associated  with  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company,  which  connection  he  main¬ 
tained  for  several  more  years.  On  November  16, 
1905,  he  located  on  Staten  Island,  and  in  1912,  in 
association  with  a  Mr.  Theodore  Rimsland,  he  es¬ 
tablished  a  painting  and  decorating  business.  One 
year  later  the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  since 
that  time  Mr.  Pettersen  has  successfully  conducted 
the  business.  His  store  is  located  at  No.  1222  Forest 
Avenue,  and  besides  his  contracting,  he  also  carries 
a  full  line  of  painters  supplies  and  other  commodi¬ 
ties  allied  to  such  work.  He  has  established  a  sound 
reputation  which  is  a  valuable  business  asset,  and 
draws  his  patronage  from  all  over  the  Island.  His 
religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Scandinavian  Free 
Church,  and  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  several  years  and  as  president  of  the 
Young  People’s  Association  for  three  years. 

Godfred  Pettersen  was  married,  by  former  pastor 
Olaf  Thomssen  (who  is  now  a  pastor  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota),  to  Mary  Emanuelsen,  who  was  born  at 
Vik,  near  Grunstad,  Norway,  daughter  of  Emanuel¬ 
sen,  of  Swedish  birth,  who  was  inspector  of  roads 
for  the  Norwegian  Government,  and  whose  wife  is 
of  Norwegian  birth,  both  living  in  Norway.  Mrs. 
Pettersen  came  to  the  United  States  in  1910,  and 
took  up  residence  on  Staten  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pettersen  have  four  children:  Martha,  Harold, 
Esther,  and  Oswald. 


WILLIAM  SCHMIDT— Without  doubt,  the  lives 
of  many  devout  and  public-spirited  citizens  bear  out 
clearly  and  forcefully  the  veracity  of  the  oft  repeated 
Biblical  passage — “A  man’s  life  consisteth  not  in  the 
abundance  of  the  things  which  he  possesseth.”  More 
often  the  finer  spiritual  qualities  in  the  nature  of 
man  make  the  material  creations  of  life  appear  in¬ 
significant  in  the  final  results  of  one’s  achievements. 

Men  who  are  blessed  with  characteristics  embrac¬ 
ing  a  strong  and  finely-endowed  spiritual  nature  are 
also  possessed  with  more  than  a  fair  amount  of 
strength  and  courage  in  the  material  interests  of  life. 
After  they  have  passed  from  this  sphere  of  life,  the 
remembrance  of  their  wholesome  existence  here  must 
of  consequence  bring  to  their  loved  ones  a  deep 
measure  of  hope  and  comfort. 

In  the  life  of  the  late  William  Schmidt  of  Tomp- 
kinsville,  one  finds  such  an  existence  exemplified. 
He  was  well  known  and  loved  for  his  worthy  charac¬ 
ter  which  found  expression  in  sympathy  for  others, 
tolerance  of  human  weaknesses,  and  willingness  to 
help,  not  only  in  private  life  but  in  the  larger  field 
of  public  welfare. 

Of  German  descent  and  a  son  of  Heinrich  Schmidt 
and  Sophia  Schmidt,  the  place  of  his  birth  was  in 
Heiligenhafen,  on  December  7,  1867.  He  received 
his  education  in  Germany, 

In  1883  he  came  to  this  country  and  settled  at 
Jersey  City.  And  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  pur¬ 
chased,  with  Frederick  Rhode,  the  grocery  and  meat 
market  conducted  here  in  Tompkinsville  by  John  D. 
Kohlmann.  Soon  they  built  up  one  of  the  largest 
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and  most  successful  markets  of  its  kind  on  the  Island. 
Subsequently  Mr.  Rhode  retired  from  commercial 
life  and  Mr.  Schmidt  then  managed  the  business 
solely  on  his  own  initiative,  and  his  acumen  as  a  mer¬ 
chant  was  well  pronounced. 

Mr.  Schmidt’s  business  prospered  through  his  care¬ 
ful  and  considerate  management  and  strict  adherence 
to  the  code  of  uprightness.  He  also  became  interested 
in  Staten  Island  real  estate  and  foresaw  the  im¬ 
portant  role  that  land  holdings  was  to  play  in  the 
future  development  of  the  community.  He  soon 
became  recognized  as  a  leader  in  business  and  civic 
affairs  in  Richmond  County,  becoming  a  director  in 
the  Richmond  Borough,  the  Mariners  Harbor  and 
the  Tottenville  National  banks,  and  a  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  Staten  Island 
Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  and  as  one  of  the  most  active  and  devoted 
workers  of  this  organization  had  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  treasurer  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  was  affiliated 
with  Beacon  Light  Lodge  of  Staten  Island.  A 
founder  and  for  many  years  the  Commodore  of  the 
Tompkinsville  Boat  Club,  he  found  pastime  in  motor¬ 
boating,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  fine  launch  named 
“Water  Witch.”  He  took  keen  delight  in  sailing 
trips  with  his  family  and  friends  to  different  parts 
around  New  York  and  neighboring  waters. 

In  the  forepart  of  the  year  1915,  his  health  began 
to  fail,  and  his  passing  occurred  on  April  23d  of  the 
same  year.  He  was  survived  by  his  wife  and  six 
children,  five  daughters  and  one  son:  Gertrude, 
Bertha,  Dorothy,  Helen,  Enid,  and  William,  Junior. 
He  and  Mrs.  Schmidt  were  married  on  October  29, 
1895.  Mrs.  Schmidt  was  Bertha  M.  Kohlmann,  a 
daughter  of  John  D.  Kohlmann  and  Anna  Kohlmann. 

He  and  his  family  attended  the  German  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Stapleton.  Pastor  Fred¬ 
erick  Sutter  (q.  v.)  of  that  church,  and  Reverend 
George  Chamberlain  Lenington,  of  the  Brighton 
Heights  Reformed  Church,  along  with  civic,  frater¬ 
nal,  and  social  bodies,  paid  splendid  tribute  to  their 
departed  fellowman.  The  Staten  Island  Business 
Men’s  Association  of  Stapleton  passed  the  following 
resolution : 

WHEREAS,  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to 
remove  from  our  midst  our  late  brother  member 
WILLIAM  SCHMIDT,  and 

WHEREAS,  he  had  endeared  himself  to  all  of  the 
members  of  THE  STATEN  ISLAND  BUSINESS 
MEN’S  ASSOCIATION,  INCORPORATED,  as  an  up¬ 
right  and  conscientious  member,  ever  faithful  to 
his  duties.  Therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  that  we,  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
members  of  the  Staten  Island  Business  Men’s  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Incorporated,  tender  our  most  sincere  sym¬ 
pathy  to  his  bereaved  widow  qnd  family  in  their 
great  loss,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  Association,  and  a 
copy  presented  to  the  widow  and  family  of  our 
late  member. 


I.  MEYEROWICH — A  resident  of  Staten  Island 
for  nearly  forty  years,  Mr.  I.  Meyerowich  has  dur¬ 
ing  that  time,  been  successfully  engaged  in  a  variety 
of  business  enterprises.  As  a  jobber  of  candy  and 
soda  water,  he  built  up  an  extensive  enterprise,  which 
he  turned  over  to  his  sons  in  1924.  He  is  now  engaged 
in  the  investment  business  under  the  name  of  the 
Staten  Island  Finance  Company,  Incorporated.  He 
is  a  large  realty  holder  on  the  Island,  was  the  builder 
of  the  first  motion  picture  house  at  New  Brighton, 


and  is  now  actively  interested  in  the  promotion  and 
general  welfare  of  the  Borough  of  Richmond. 

Arriving  in  this  country  in  1889,  Mr.  Meyerowich 
has  been  located  on  Staten  Island  since  1892.  Before 
his  establishment  here,  he  was  engaged  in  the  candy 
manufacturing  business  in  New  York  City,  and  when 
he  came  to  this  community  he  first  founded  a  whole¬ 
sale  candy  jobbing  business.  Later,  in  1895,  he  be¬ 
gan  the  manufacture  of  soda  water  and  being  success¬ 
ful,  he  steadily  increased  the  extent  of  his  opera¬ 
tions,  purchasing  eventually  nine  local  competing  soda 
manufacturing  enterprises.  In  1924,  he  retired  from 
active  participation  in  this  business,  and  turned  his 
interests  over  to  his  sons,  Charles,  and  Nathan,  who 
are  successfully  managing  the  enterprise  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  Since  1924  he  has  devoted  a  large  portion 
of  his  time  to  investment  and  financing  operations, 
working  under  the  name  of  the  Staten  Island  Finance 
Company,  Incorporated.  He  owns  a  large  amount 
of  real  estate  on  the  Island,  including  the  first  mo¬ 
tion  picture  house  established  here.  He  has  always 
been  an  ardent  supporter  of  civic  affairs,  and  ad¬ 
heres  to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  B’rai  Abraham,  which  for  five  years  he  has  served 
as  its  District  Deputy  and  Grand  Master,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  member  of  the  first 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Staten  Island  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  B.  S.,  and 
the  Lions  Club,  and  besides  these,  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Hebrew  Educational  Alliance,  now 
known  as  the  Jewish  Community  Center  of  which 
he  is  a  member  of  the  advisory  board. 

Mr.  Meyerowich  married  (first)  Amelia  Rosenfield, 
of  Manhattan,  who  died  in  1916,  and  he  married 
(second)  in  1917,  Jeanette  Reichman,  of  the  Bronx, 
New  York.  To  the  first  marriage  five  children  were 
born;  his  two  sons,  previously  mentioned,  and  three 
daughters,  two  of  whom  are  married. 


JOSEPH  P.  McKAY — A  family  of  sixty  years’ 
residence  on  Staten  Island  which  has  been  active  in 
civic  and  social  affairs  is  that  of  McKay,  represented 
in  the  second  generation  by  Joseph  P.  McKay  of 
Tompkinsville.  Having  held  public  office  for  several 
years  in  Richmond  Borough,  Mr.  McKay  is  now 
Commissioner  of  Weights  and  Measures  of  the  City 
of  New  York. 

The  branch  of  the  family  with  which  this  review  is 
concerned  was  first  represented  in  America  by  Patrick 
McKay,  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Ire¬ 
land,  where  his  ancestors  had  been  seated  for  many 
generations.  He  arrived  in  this  country  about  i860, 
settled  on  Staten  Island  and  became  a  factor  in  local 
political  life.  For  several  years  prior  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1905,  he  was  associated  with  the 
supply  department  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Patrick  McKay  married  Johanna  Casey,  also  of 
Irish  descent,  who  passed  away  in  1923*  She  was  a 
sister  of  the  late  “Judge”  William  C.  Casey,  a  citizen 
who  was  also  actively  connected  with  the  civic  and 
political  life  of  the  Island.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  serving  as  chief  clerk  of  the  Magistrate’s 
Court.  By  calling  he  was  a  mortician,  having  founded 
an  establishment  of  his  own  in  1879  which  enterprise 
met  with  material  success,  particularly  within  the 
North  and  East  Shore  sections  of  the  Island. 

Patrick  and  Johanna  (Casey)  McKay  were  the 
parents  of  children  among  them,  Joseph  P.  McKay, 
whose  birth  occurred  October  4,  1876,  in  the  old 
village  of  New  Brighton.  He  obtained  a  portion  of 
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his  preliminary  education  in  the  local  public  schools 
and  the  remainder  in  Manhattan  schools,  after  which 
he  pursued  a  course  of  study  at  the  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York.  This  was  followed  by  an  associa¬ 
tion  with  his  uncle,  William  C.  Casey,  in  the  under¬ 
taking  business.  When  the  latter  became  chief  clerk 
of  the  Magistrate’s  Court,  Mr.  McKay  took  over  the 
active  management  of  the  establishment,  though  Mr. 
Casey  still  continued  as  its  owner.  At  the  present  time 
the  business  is  conducted  by  the  latter’s  son,  George 
Casey. 

Joseph  P.  McKay  became  assistant  to  Borough 
President  John  A.  Lynch  on  January  u,  1923,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  this  capacity  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
In  January,  1924,  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
highways,  continuing  in  this  office  until  the  death  of 
Thomas  R.  McGinley  in  May,  1925,  when  he  was 
made  commissioner  of  taxes  in  Richmond  Borough. 
In  1926  came  his  advancement  to  the  post  of  com¬ 
missioner  of  weights  and  measures  in  New  York  City, 
his  headquarters  being  in  the  Municipal  building.  In 
his  service  to  this  borough  and  to  New  York  City-at- 
large,  he  had  displayed  unusual  initiative  and  acumen, 
as  illustrated  by  his  promotions  to  positions  entailing 
greater  responsibility.  He  has  also  come  to  enjoy  many 
worthwhile  friendships,  both  on  Staten  Island  and 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  McKay  has  found  time  to  take  a  keen  interest 
in  other  affairs  here,  especially  those  of  political  and 
fraternal  significance.  He  has  been  actively  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party  in  this  borough  and  has 
served  as  a  vice-chairman  of  the  general  Democratic 
organization  for  the  past  six  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  is  identified  with 
Richmond  Council,  No.  351,  Knights  of  Columbus; 
Lodge  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  and  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association.  Mr. 
McKay  resides  at  No.  223  Victory  Boulevard,  Tomp- 
kinsville. 


NICHOLAS  FREDERICK  MILLER— Having 
the  general  management  of  an  extensive  commercial 
printing  business  under  his  control,  Nicholas  F. 
Miller,  of  West  New  Brighton,  has  so  successfully 
performed  the  trust  given  him  by  his  father  that  the 
enterprise  has  steadily  grown  and  now  has  a  trade 
that  covers  a  large  part  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  States, 
from  Massachusetts  to  Delaware.  With  youth,  cour¬ 
age,  business  acumen,  sociable  qualities  and  character 
to  back  his  industry,  his  future  is  particularly  bright. 

Nicholas  F.  Miller  was  born  in  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  at  208  Dongan  Street,  in  1895,  a  son  of  Edward 
I.,  Commissioner  of  Jurors,  and  Nannie  (Clendaniel) 
Miller,  both  natives  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  The 
elder  Miller  has  been  in  the  printing  profession  for 
half  a  century,  and  founded  in  West  New  Brighton, 
in  1912,  the  establishment  of  Edward  I.  Miller  and 
Son,  which  was  incorporated  in  1923,  to  be  termed 
the  Edward  I.  Miller  Printing  Corporation.  The 
officers  at  the  incorporation  were:  Edward  I.  Miller, 
president;  Howard  H.  Worzel,  vice-president;  Nicho¬ 
las  F.  Miller,  secretary-treasurer  and  general  mana¬ 
ger.  He  was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools 
and  was  graduated  from  Curtis  High  School.  He  is 
serving  as  vestryman  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension, 
and  has  an  active  military  record. 

In  1916  he  joined  Troop  F,  First  New  York 
Cavalry,  later  being  assigned  to  the  104th  Machine 
Gun  Batallion,  27th  Division,  with  which  he  served 
from  1917  to  1919.  He  saw  service  on  the  Mexican 
border  in  Texas  and  was  sent  overseas  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces,  May  17,  1918.  He 


saw  active  service  in  France  during  the  World  War, 
participating  in  many  of  the  heavy  engagements,  in¬ 
cluding  the  breaking  of  the  Hindenburg  Line.  He 
was  promoted  to  corporal,  October  14,  1918,  returned 
to  the  United  States,  and  was  honorably  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  April  3,  1919. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was 
Master  in  1927,  as  was  his  father  previously.  The 
Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon  also  include  his  name  on 
its  membership  rolls. 

He  married,  April  25,  1928,  Sophia  Kiefer,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Christian  and  Anna  (Yetter)  Kiefer,  of  Ger¬ 
man  descent. 


HENRY  L.  KOFFER — The  securing  of  an  ade¬ 
quate  vocational  training  which  usually  constitutes 
a  complete  and  specialized  preparation  for  life  work, 
is  in  reality  one  of  the  most  intelligent  courses  that 
a  person  may  pursue.  Years  of  earnest  labor,  how¬ 
ever,  are  required  before  a  relatively  high  level  of 
efficiency .  may  be  attained  and  it  is  in  the  diligent 
pursuance  of  such  a  course  to  its  termination  that 
determines  the  character  of  the  individual,  his  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  ultimate  success  and  the  degree  of  esteem 
in  which  he  may  be  held  within  his  community.  Henry 
L.  Koffer,  of  Stapleton,  is  a  Staten  Island  resident 
endowed  with  such  a  training.  A  lithographer  of 
over  half  a  century’s  experience  at  his  trade  and  at 
the  same  time  an  official  in  the  Woodland  Cemetery 
Corporation  of  which  his  father,  the  late  Michael 
Koffer,  was  the  late  president,  he  is  respected  as  a 
man  of  considerable  responsibility  and  civic  devotion 
in  his  home  community. 

Like  many  present-day  families  living  on  Staten 
Island,  whose  inherent  industry  and  resourcefulness, 
both  in  the  execution  of  their  economic  and  public 
duties  constitute  two  of  their  leading  characteristics, 
the  Koffer  family  is  of  German  descent.  Michael 
Koffer,  father  of  our  subject  and  the  first  of  this 
group  to  come  to  America,  was  born  in  1830,  in  Ger¬ 
many,  where  he  received  an  education  that  fully 
qualified  him  for  the  vocation  of  a  builder  and 
contractor. 

In  June  of  1857,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  Michael 
Koffer  left  his  home  at  Leutesheim,  Baden,  Germany, 
and  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Maria  (Kimmer)  Kof¬ 
fer,  sailed  for  America.  After  arriving  in  New  York 
City  they  crossed  the  bay  to  Staten  Island,  established 
a  residence  here  and  Mr.  Koffer  forthwith  engaged 
in  the  contracting  business.  The  successful  pursuit 
of  his  calling  in  what  was  then  Richmond  County 
(now  a  borough)  required  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  building  operations  and  ability  to  complete  tasks 
efficiently  and  with  celerity,  for  various  other  men 
within  this  profession  were  already  firmly  intrenched 
in  the  county  and  competition  was  keen.  In  the 
erection  of  churches  and  many  of  the  finest  residences 
throughout  the  county  during  several  years  time,  his 
work  served  as  a  fitting  testimonial  to  his  ability, 
his  strength  of  character,  and  worth  as  a  citizen.  In 
the  Staten  Island  Directory  of  1882,  he  is  listed  as 
a  carpenter  and  contractor,  with  office  at  157  Broad 
Street,  Stapleton.  In  the  1893-94  Directory  his  busi¬ 
ness  was  reported  as  being  similarly  located  and  in 
the  book  of  1897-98  likewise. 

From  1869  and  during  the  ensuing  years  he  served 
as  superintendent  and  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Woodland  Cemetery  Corporation 
until  shortly  before  his  death.  In  fact,  he  not  only 
laid  the  foundation  for  this  corporation  through  his 
initiative  and  zeal,  but  also  was  the  prime  mover 
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in  guiding  it  through  its  early  stages  and  ultimately 
welding  it  into  a  successful  and  cohesive  organiza¬ 
tion.  In  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  in  public 
enterprises  he  participated  in  a  whole-hearted  man¬ 
ner.  His  home  and  family  life  was  sincere  and 
fraught  with  tenderness  and  care.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Koffer  occurred  January  13,  1906,  seven  years  after 
the  passing  of  his  wife.  He  was  buried  in  Woodland 
Cemetery. 

To  Michael  and  Maria  (Kimmer)  Koffer  five  chil¬ 
dren  were  born:  Charles;  George;  William;  Edward, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Henry  L.,  our  subject. 
The  first  three  named  sons  married,  lived  on  Staten 
Island  and,  like  their  father,  were  buried  in  Wood¬ 
land  Cemetery. 

The  birth  of  Henry  L.  Koffer  occurred  in  Staple- 
ton,  November  19,  1867,  in  the  family  home  located 
on  Broad  and  Gordon  streets.  He  received  his 
schooling  in  his  home  town  after  which  he  began  a 
study  of  the  lithographing  trade  in  New  York  City. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  this  calling  for  fifty  years, 
having  at  first  labored  faithfully  as  an  apprentice, 
and  later,  by  dint  of  experience  and  training,  be¬ 
coming  a  high-class  workman.  In  the  past  eighteen 
years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  M.  R.  Wood 
Lithographing  Company  at  No.  218  William  Street, 
New  York. 

Shortly  before  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Koffer 
was  elected  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Woodland  Cemetery  Corporation  and  has  re¬ 
tained  this  post  since  that  time.  In  this  respect  he  is 
ably  carrying  on  the  policies  of  his  father  and  is 
mainly  responsible  for  the  commendable  organiza¬ 
tion  of  this  body  today.  The  cemetery  itself  con¬ 
sists  of  a  broad  tract  of  land. 

Civic,  patriotic  and  charitable  movements  have 
found  Mr.  Koffer  an  earnest  and  willing  helper.  Of 
the  history  and  development  of  Richmond  County  and 
of  the  esteem  in  which  he  and  his  family  are  held, 
he  is  justly  proud.  He  has  long  been  a  member  of 
the  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Staple- 
ton,  a  deacon  in  its  service,  and  identified  with  the 
Trinity  Men’s  Club.  He  was  formerly  affiliated 
with  the  Excelsior  Hose  Company,  I,  of  the  Edge- 
water  Fire  Department. 

The  marriage  of  Henry  L.  Koffer  took  place 
February  14,  1897,  to  Magdalena  Anselm,  daughter 
of  August  and  Franziska  (Goetz)  Anselm,  of  Staple- 
ton.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  four 
of  whom  were  educated  in  Staten  Island  schools 
and  with  the  exception  of  Albert  W.,  who  died  at 
an  early  age,  they  reside  here  at  the  current  writing 
(1930).  They  are:  1.  Maria  F.,  born  December  25, 
1897,  married  George  E.  Knauer.  2.  August  W., 
born  March  4,  1899,  married  Maria  Zuern  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Maria.  3.  Henry,  Jr.,  born  July 
24,  1901,  unmarried.  4.  Joseph  J.,  born  July  31, 
1904,  unmarried.  5.  Albert  W.,  born  in  August,  1906, 
died  in  September,  1908. 

The  Koffer  residence  is  located  at  No.  106  Targee 
Street,  Stapleton. 


T.  FRANKLIN  HOGAN— A  formula  for  a  suc¬ 
cessful  business  lies  largely  in  those  guiding  its 
destiny  who  must  have  resourcefulness  and  industry 
coupled  with  experience  and  executive  ability.  Such 
a  business,  founded  by  T.  Franklin  Hogan,  a  resident 
of  Staten  Island  and  native  of  the  village  of  New 
Brighton,  is  that  of  the  Hogan  Agency,  Incorporated, 
brokers  in  casualty  insurance,  with  offices  at  No.  45 
John  Street,  Manhattan. 


The  birth  of  T.  Franklin  Hogan,  son  of  George  and 
Rose  L.  (Daly)  Hogan,  occurred  November  22,  1892, 
in  the  family  residence  on  Franklin  Avenue.  The 
elder  Hogan  was  also  born  on  Staten  Island,  obtained 
his  education  here  and  was  for  many  years  a  school 
teacher  in  Public  School  No.  17,  New  Brighton.  In 
1898,  which  was  the  year  of  the  consolidation  of 
Richmond  into  the  Greater  City  of  New  York,  he 
was  appointed  assistant  associate  superintendent  of 
the  public  school  system.  This  position  he  held  until 
his  elevation  to  the  superintendency,  which  occurred 
a  few  years  later.  After  serving  nine  years  in  the 
teaching  profession  he  retired,  in  1908,  on  a  pension, 
leaving  behind  a  record  of  unselfish  service,  efficiency, 
and  zeal.  He  lives  at  present  in  West  New  Brighton, 
having  survived  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1914- 

Beginning  his  schooling  in  New  Brighton,  T. 
Franklin  Hogan  continued  his  early  education  in 
Public  School  No.  18,  West  Brighton,  the  family  hav¬ 
ing  moved  to  this  section  in  1900.  Five  years  later  he 
entered  Augustinian  Academy  where,  being  fond  of 
sports  and  a  capable  athlete,  he  played  a  half-back 
position  on  the  football  eleven,  and  first  base  on  the 
baseball  team. 

Upon  leaving  Augustinian  Academy  he  attended 
Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute  and  graduated  in 
June  of  1908.  He  then  attended  Adelphi  College,  in 
Brooklyn,  of  which  institution  he  is  an  alumnus. 
Leaving  college,  he  determined  upon  the  insurance 
business  as  a  means  of  earning  a  living,  believing  that 
in  this  field  there  lay  an  immense  territory  that  as 
yet  had  been  largely  unexploited. 

Mr.  Hogan  became  associated  first  with  the  New 
England  Casualty  Insurance  Company,  but  in  1914 
left  this  company  to  take  a  position  with  the  Ocean 
Accident  and  Guarantee  Corporation,  Limited,  as  a 
special  agent  in  Missouri,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  and 
Nebraska.  After  serving  this  company  well  in  these 
states  and  at  the  same  time  adding  experience  and 
assurance  to  his  list  of  requisites  as  a  successful  in¬ 
surance  agent  he  was  transferred  to  a  new  territory 
which  embraced  Indiana,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

In  1921  a  decision  by  Mr.  Hogan  to  found  an 
insurance  agency  of  his  own  was  reached,  with  the 
result  that  he  formed  Hogan  Agency,  Incorporated, 
with  offices  in  John  Street,  Manhattan.  As  his  pre¬ 
vious  experience  in  this  profession  had  been  involved 
in  writing  casualty  insurance  he  felt  that  this  form  of 
endeavor  should  become  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  new  concern  would  operate.  Eight  years  of  syste¬ 
matized  labor  born  of  added  experience  and  enthusi¬ 
asm  have  resulted  in  a  business  increased  several 
times  over  that  accruing  from  the  first  year  of  opera¬ 
tion.  Though  the  corporation  is  eminently  successful 
and  could  easily  be  conducted  under  its  own  momen¬ 
tum  Mr.  Hogan  believes  implicitly  in  the  practice  of 
exploiting  every  possible  gain  and  never  wasting  a 
full  working  day.  This  attitude  is  largely  responsible 
for  his  success. 

Mr.  Hogan  has  been  particularly  active  in  Demo¬ 
cratic  politics  in  Staten  Island  during  the  past  ten 
years,  having  been  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  late 
Matthew  J.  Cahill,  Thomas  R.  McGinley,  and  the 
present  borough  president,  John  A.  Lynch.  He  is 
an  intimate  friend  of  District  Attorney  Albert  C. 
Fach. 

Mr.  Hoean  attends  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  New  Brighton,  where  he  was  baptized.  He 
is  a  life  member  of  the  Downtown  Athletic  Club,  and 
the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club,  and  is  keenly  interested  in 
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civic  affairs  both  in  Manhattan  and  in  Richmond 
Borough. 

Mr.  Hogan’s  marriage  to  Catherine  M.  Lynch  of 
West  Brighton,  niece  of  Borough  President  Lynch, 
took  place  in  1923.  They  reside  at  the  present  time 
in  the  Castleton  Apartments,  St.  George. 


WALTER  L.  BOOTH— A  resident  of  Wtest  New 
Brighton  and  a  member  of  a  family  represented  on 
Staten  Island  for  more  than  seventy-five  years,  Wal¬ 
ter  L.  Booth  is  associated  with  the  Vanbro  Construc¬ 
tion  Company  of  West  New  Brighton.  He  was  born 
October  19,  1863,  in  West  New  Brighton,  one  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  living, 
the  son  of  Joseph  and  Ada  (Jones)  Booth. 

Joseph  Booth  was  a  native  of  Lancashire,  England, 
his  birth  having  occurred  there  in  1839.  He  came  to 
America  about  1845  and  was  engaged  for  many  years 
as  a  wheelwright  in  Rose  Street,  New  Brighton 
(then  known  as  Factoryville).  A  staunch  citizen  and 
one  who  took  an  interest  in  the  civic  welfare  of  the 
community,  he  was  much  respected  by  those  privi¬ 
leged  to  share  his  friendship.  In  politics  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party.  His  marriage  to 
Ada  Jones  took  place  in  i860.  She  was  born  in  Lon¬ 
don,  England,  and  came  to  the  United  States  at  an 
early  age.  Joseph  Booth’s  death  occurred  August  3, 
1904,  and  his  wife’s  occurred  several  years  later. 
Both  are  buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery. 

After  attending  the  district  schools  of  West  Brigh¬ 
ton,  Walter  L.  Booth  saw  an  opportunity  to  learn 
the  carpenter’s  trade  and  forthwith  became  employed 
by  Elijah  Vanderbilt,  contractor.  The  latter  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Vanderbilt  family  which  had 
become  so  prominently  identified  with  Staten  Island’s 
industrial  and  commercial  life.  For  a  number  of 
years,  until  about  1910,  Mr.  Booth  remained  thus 
engaged,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Vanbro 
Construction  Company.  The  succeeding  years  found 
him  steadily  rising  to  posts  of  increasing  responsi¬ 
bility  and  acquiring  an  experience  that  has  adequately 
fitted  him  for  his  present  position.  He  is  now  in 
charge  of  all  the  carpentry  work  done  by  the  firm, 
the  company  being  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  on 
Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Booth  is  affiliated  with  several  organizations 
of  a  fraternal  and  civic  nature,  being  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  old  Cataract  Fire  Company,  No.  2;  a 
charter  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Northfield  Lodge,  No.  388  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond;  and  long  identified  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In  politics  he  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office. 

Walter  L.  Booth  married  on  October  23,  1901,  at 
St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Clifton,  Anna  M. 
Denkler,  daughter  of  Ernst  and  Louisa  (Weik) 
Denkler.  Mr.  Denkler  was  born  December  13,  1848, 
in  the  Province  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1872,  and  settled  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  After 
two  years’  residence  there  he  came  East  in  1874  to 
Staten  Island  and  here  settled.  At  first  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Bachmann  Brewing  Company,  but 
later  he  became  associated  with  the  Rubsam  and 
Horrman  Brewing  Company  at  Stapleton,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  this  service  for  twenty-seven  years.  He 
now  lives  retired  in  Rosebank,  his  home  being  on 
Clifton  Avenue.  Altogether,  his  life  has  been  one  of 
accomplishment  and  characteristic  devotion  to  his 
family  and  home.  His  wife,  Louisa  (Weik)  Dankler 
was  a  native  of  Wiirttemberg,  Germany,  where  she 


was  born  June  20,  1852.  She  voyaged  to  New  York 
in  1873,  and  settled  on  Staten  Island  where,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1876,  she  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Denkler, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  at  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran 
Church.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  daughters, 
four  of  whom  are  living. 

Mrs.  Booth  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party  on  Staten  Island.  Among  the  organizations 
with  which  she  is  identified  are  the  Staten  Island  His¬ 
torical  Society,  the  Horticultural  Society  of  Staten 
Island,  and  the  Social  Hour  of  St.  Mary’s. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Booth  have  a  son,  Walter  L.  Jr., 
born  July  27,  1902,  who  is  associated  with  the  East 
India  Tea  Company.  He  married  on  September  29, 
1929,  Marie  Bawor,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Carl  and  Cecilia  Bawor,  both  of  whom  came  to 
Staten  Island  when  the  father’s  death  occurred  in 
1927.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Booth,  Sr.,  are 
attendants  of  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church.  Their 
residence  is  at  No.  388  Hoyt  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton. 


JAMES  BURKE,  JR. — As  counsel  for  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  Cooperative  Loan  Association,  the 
Mariners  Harbor  National  Bank  and  various  financial 
and  industrial  corporations,  James  Burke,  Jr.,  is 
highly  regarded  in  professional  circles  in  this  borough. 
In  his  general  practice,  he  is  well  known  as  a  trial 
lawyer,  having  handled  some  of  the  important  litiga¬ 
tion  cases  on  the  local  court  calendars.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  an  interesting  family,  references  of  whom 
are  briefly  referred  to  herein. 

Mr.  Burke  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  October  6, 
1877,  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Higginbotham) 
Burke.  The  elder  Burke  was  the  father  of  a  splendid 
family  of  nine  children  as  follows:  John  T.,  a  son 
by  an  earlier  marriage,  is  editor  of  the  Newark 
“Evening  News”  and  former  city  editor  of  the  New 
York  “Herald”  and  later  correspondent  of  that  paper 
at  London  and  Paris  and  also  European  manager  of 
Universal  Service;  James,  Jr.,  mentioned  under  the 
caption  of  this  review;  Joseph  W.,  deceased,  formerly 
with  the  New  York  “Herald”;  Edmund  J.,  is  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  office  of  the  borough  president;  Eugene 
A.,  auditor  for  the  American  Telephone  and  Tele¬ 
graph  Company;  Charles  A.,  a  real  estate  operator, 
formerly  with  the  noted  firm  of  Joseph  P.  Day  of 
Manhattan;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Maurice  Kuhn,  of 
Hollywood;  Isabelle  M.,  who  married  Elmore  T. 
Smith,  of  Westerleigh;  and  Beatrice,  wife  of  Stuart 
L.  Walker,  of  St.  George. 

The  elder  James  Burke  was  a  native  of  Limerick, 
Ireland.  As  a  young  man  he  graduated  from  the 
School  of  Musketry  in  England  and  later  served  with 
the  English  Army  in  the  Crimean  War.  Coming  to 
the  United  States  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
he  immediately  enlisted  with  the  Union  cause  as  a 
member  of  the  Marine  Corps  being  stationed  at 
Governors  Island.  After  serving  for  the  duration 
of  that  struggle,  he  sailed  on  the  frigate  “Franklin” 
as  master-at-arms  under  Admiral  Farragut.  Return¬ 
ing  to  civilian  life  he  later  became  Recorder  of  the 
Navy  at  Washington,  D.  C.  His  last  connection 
which  he  held  until  retirement  in  1920  was  as  chief 
clerk  of  the  General  Lighthouse  Depot  at  Tompkins- 
ville,  here  on  the  Island,  having  served  in  this  capa¬ 
city  for  fifty-one  years.  In  recognition  of  his  military 
activities  he  acted  for  many  years  as  commander  of 
the  Robert  G.  Shaw  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public.  He  was  also  a  well-known  writer  and  poet 
of  more  than  local  fame,  having  written  many  poems, 
most  noted  among  them  being,  “Similia”  and  “Isle 
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of  the  Bay.”  He  was  a  frequent  contributor  to 
“Harper’s  Monthly”  from  1888  to  1910. 

At  an  early  age,  James  Burke,  Jr.,  was  brought  to 
Staten  Island  by  his  parents  and  here  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  was  received  in  the  local  public  schools  and 
at  Staten  Island  Academy.  He  later  attended  Colum¬ 
bia  University  and  following  graduation  was  admitted 
to  the  New  York  State  Bar  in  1891.  For  five  years 
thereafter  he  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Tompkinsville  and  then  began  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession.  He  has  since  enjoyed  a 
large  clientele  and  his  able  handling  of  trial  cases 
has  rapidly  carried  him  to  the  front  as  one  of  the 
leading  attorneys  in  Richmond  County.  He  has 
argued  numerous  appeals  in  the  Appellate  Courts  of 
New  York  and  has  successfully  conducted  many 
cases  among  them  the  Fitzgerald-Clark  case  which 
involved  many  phases  of  constitutional  law.  He  has 
favorably  arbitrated  many  will  contests  such  as  the 
Silvie  Ricard  dispute  which  was  the  longest  actual 
trial  in  Richmond  County,  and  required  nineteen 
actual  trial  days. 

As  an  avocation,  Mr.  Burke  enjoys  writing  fiction 
and  plays.  He  is  also  interested  in  sports  especially 
baseball  and  bowling.  Besides  being  counsel  for  the 
previously  mentioned  interests,  he  also  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  New  York  State  and  Richmond 
County  Bar  associations.  Socially  he  is  identified 
with  the  Staten  Island  Club  while  his  fraternal  affi¬ 
liation  is  with  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

In  1891,  Mr.  Burke  married  Ida  May  Hooker, 
daughter  of  Captain  William  H.  and  Catharine 
(Coyle)  Hooker,  the  former  a  civil  engineer  and 
well  known  political  figure  of  Jersey  City.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burke  have  two  daughters;  May,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Robert  E.  Conway,  of  West  New  Brighton,  and 
Helen,  residing  at  home  with  her  parents. 

GEORGE  MARSHALL — In  the  days  when 
oyster  fishing  along  the  South  Shore  of  Staten 
Island  occupied  the  attention  of  certain  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  nearby  communities,  George  Marshall,  of 
Prince  Bay,  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  pro¬ 
gressive  and  successful  of  those  engaged  in  this 
occupation.  A  man  of  many  interests  and  activities 
he  came  to  be  identified  with  many  organizations, 
chiefly  of  civic  and  fraternal  moment. 

The  family  of  Marshall,  since  its  beginning  on 
Staten  Island  during  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  has  come  to  be  associated  principally  with 
the  South  Shore  District,  both  in  a  vocational  and 
residential  sense.  The  section  about  Tottenville, 
Rossville,  and  Prince  Bay,  in  particular,  was  where 
the  family  has  been  seated  for  many  years. 

The  very  first  members  of  the  Marshall  family 
named  in  Staten  Island  records  appear  to  have  been 
Edward  Marshall,  who  was  a  witness  in  1681,  aged 
twenty-two,  and  Charles  Marshall,  who  was  forty 
years  of  age  according  to  the  census  of  1706.  This 
census  names  also  Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Marshall, 
and  their  children,  Charles,  John,  Mary,  Margaret, 
Elinor,  and  Rachel.  Charles  Marshall  was  a  farmer 
whose  cattle-mark  was  recorded  in  1699;  he  was  a 
freeholder  and  held  the  office  of  assessor  in  1699. 
Either  he  or  his  son,  Charles,  was  assessor  again  in 
1713  and  appears  in  the  militia  records  of  1711  and 
1715.  Mary  Marshall’s  will,  proved  March  18,  1741, 
names  the  son,  John  (Charles  apparently  having 
died),  Mary  Egbertse,  Eleanor,  wife  of  Isaac  Canon, 
Rachel,  wife  of  Jacob  See,  and  a  granddaughter. 
The  will  of  John  Marshall,  the  aforementioned  son, 
proved  July  5,  1770,  treats  of  his  wife,  Martha; 


sons,  John,  Thomas,  Benjamin,  and  Abraham,  and 
daughters,  Frances,  Mary,  Martha,  and  Catharine. 

Owing  to  the  incompleteness  and,  in  some  cases,  the 
loss  of  early  church  records,  the  family  history  can¬ 
not  be  traced  with  certainty  during  the  late  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century  and  the  very  early  years  of 
the  nineteenth.  Coming  down  to  the  year  1819,  rec¬ 
ords  of  that  year  show  that  George  Marshall,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Rossville  on  May  3d. 
He  was  educated  and  grew  to  maturity  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  following  which,  like  many  others  of  his  time, 
he  engaged  in  the  oyster  business  in  South  Shore 
waters. 

In  fact,  the  occupation  of  oysterman  was  in  this 
generation  the  one  most  generally  followed  in  this 
part  of  the  Island,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
farming.  Conditions  for  the  growth  of  this  industry 
were  of  the  best  and  those  engaged  herein  developed 
sufficient  skill  and  resourcefulness  within  their  calling 
to  compensate  them  for  their  labor.  Thus  George 
Marshall,  Sr.,  established  a  thriving  trade  and  was 
enabled  at  the  same  time  to  raise  and  educate  a  family 
of  six  children. 

George  Marshall,  Sr.’s  wife  was  Mary  Sullivan, 
of  New  York  City,  and  their  children  were:  Adeline, 
George,  Jr.,  Henry,  John,  James,  and  Walter.  Other 
children  born  to  this  union  died  in  infancy.  In  the 
declining  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  George 
Marshall,  Sr.,  left  the  management  of  his  business 
largely  to  his  sons,  as  the  Staten  Island  Directory  of 
1897  lists  him  as  “retired,  living  in  Woodvale  Ave¬ 
nue,  Prince  Bay.”  He  survived  his  wife;  both  were 
buried  in  Woodrow  Churchyard. 

Of  the  children  of  George  and  Mary  (Sullivan) 
Marshall,  the  Directory  of  1897  mentions,  John  as  re¬ 
siding  at  80  Johnson  Avenue,  Tottenville,  a  ship  cap¬ 
tain  by  calling.  Henry,  third  eldest  of  the  family,  was 
an  oysterman  living  at  Sharrott  Avenue  and  Amboy 
Road.  Walter,  youngest  of  the  six,  became  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  hardware  store  where  he  also  dealt  in 
cutlery,  carpenter’s  tools,  and  house  furnishings. 
This  establishment  was  maintained  successfully  by 
him  in  the  old  town  of  Westfield.  In  March,  1894, 
he  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster,  a  posi¬ 
tion  he  maintained  for  several  years. 

George  Marshall,  Jr.,  was  born  June  1,  1849,  and 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  the  time.  When  the 
Civil  War  broke  out  he  was  far  too  young  to  take 
up  a  gun  in  defense  of  the  Union,  thus  placing  him  in 
a  plight  which  was  a  source  of  much  irritation  to  him 
throughout  the  whole  conflict.  In  the  year  1865  he 
began  a  long  career  as  an  oysterman,  first  traveling 
southward  to  Virginia  to  engage  in  this  trade,  but 
returning  to  Staten  Island  sometime  later.  Possessed 
of  inherent  resourcefulness  and  initiative  he  became 
one  of  the  first  along  the  South  Shore  to  forsake  the 
sailboat  in  the  gathering  of  oysters  and  utilize,  in  its 
stead,  a  powerboat.  He  exercised  considerable  care 
and  energy  in  the  supervision  of  his  business  and  thus 
it  was  not  surprising  that  he  became  one  of  the  most 
successful  of  an  exceedingly  large  group  of  oyster- 
men  hereabouts. 

Mr.  Marshall’s  civic,  fraternal  and  political  activi¬ 
ties  and  interests  have  been  many  and  long  sustained. 
His  affiliation  with  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  which  began  when  he  had  at¬ 
tained  the  age  of  twenty-three  and  has  endured  up  to 
the  present  day,  is  one  of  which  he  should  be  justifi¬ 
ably  proud.  He  holds  a  life  membership  in  Volun¬ 
teer  Fire  Company,  Citizens’  Engine  Company,  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  charter  member  of  this  organization.  The 
South  Shore  Veteran  and  Exempt  Firemen’s  Associa- 
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tion  has  numbered  him  within  its  ranks  and  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  American 
Mechanics.  At  one  time  he  was  elected  tax  commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  old  town  of  Westfield  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  serving  faithfully  and  efficiently  in  this 
capacity. 

George  Marshall,  Jr.,  married  on  June  23,  1872, 
Aliwada  Johnson,  the  ceremony  being  performed  in 
Bethel  Church  by  the  Rev.  Van  Zandt.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Abram  and  Mary  M.  (Wood)  Johnson, 
of  Prince  Bay,  both  of  families  early  settled  in  this 
section  of  the  island.  George  and  Aliwada  (Johnson) 
Marshall  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  1. 
Amy  S.,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  was  born  April  20, 
1874.  She  was  educated  on  Staten  Island,  married 
Jeremiah  McGrevy  of  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  and 
had  a  daughter,  Geraldine.  The  latter  married  Rich¬ 
ard  Hanley,  and  they  have  a  son,  Marshall.  They 
reside  in  Richmond  Hill,  Long  Island.  2.  Daisy  M., 
born  January  6,  1884,  married  James  Allerdise  of 
New  York  City.  They  have  a  daughter,  Lillian,  who 
married  Joseph  Klehamer,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
sons,  Gordon  and  Norman.  3.  Percival  V.,  born  No¬ 
vember  10,  1887,  is  engaged  in  the  Erie  Canal  trans¬ 
portation  business,  between  New  York  City  and  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York.  He  married  Pauline  Stout,  of  Ross- 
ville,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Valentine.  4. 
Raymond  G.,  born  June  12,  1891,  resides  in  Canarsie, 
Long  Island,  where  he  conducts  a  hardware  estab¬ 
lishment.  He  married  Annabelle  Warner  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Lorraine. 

Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Aliwada  (Johnson)  Mar¬ 
shall  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community  in  which  they  reside.  The  family  have  for 
many  years  attended  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  live  in  the  family  homestead 
at  No.  63  Woodvale  Avenue,  Prince  Bay. 


ROBERT  BAILEY — A  resident  of  more  than 
forty  years  standing,  Robert  Bailey  of  West  New 
Brighton,  former  assistant  commissioner  of  public 
works,  is  credited  with  having  spent  nearly  two 
decades  in  the  service  of  the  Borough  of  Richmond ; 
first  as  superintendent  of  highways,  and  later  in  the 
above  capacity  from  which  he  retired  in  March,  1930. 
In  the  performance  of  the  duties  which  these  offices 
embraced,  he  was  adjudged  a  competent  and  con¬ 
scientious  worker. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  born  in  Hull,  England,  February 
21,  1858,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Dickinson) 
Bailey,  both  of  Scotch  descent.  To  the  elder  Baileys 
there  were  born  five  children :  Sarah,  deceased ; 
Emmie,  widow  of  Thomas  Watson;  Robert,  of  whom 
further ;  Alice,  widow  of  Hedley  V.  Boyes,  and  Wil¬ 
liam,  deceased.  All  remained  in  England  except  our 
Mr.  Bailey. 

After  receiving  an  education  in  the  schools  of  Hull, 
Robert  Bailey  was  variously  employed  for  several 
years,  later  following  the  occupation  of  a  builder  and 
contractor.  In  1887  he  arrived  in  New  York  City, 
remained  there  six  months  and  then  crossed  the 
harbor  to  Staten  Island.  He  established  a  home  in 
Mariners  Harbor  and  forthwith  took  up  the  contract¬ 
ing  business  on  a  modest  scale.  The  task  before  him 
involved  long  hours  of  arduous  work  and  applica¬ 
tion,  but  through  his  ability  he  was  able  to  organize 
and  develop  the  possibilities  of  his  chosen  business 
which  in  due  time  became  successful. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Bailey  had  become  connected 
with  a  well-known  financial  institution  which  later 
became  insolvent.  It  was  in  this  instance,  perhaps, 
that  a  manifestation  of  the  upright  and  fair-minded 


character  of  our  subject  was  best  evidenced.  Though 
a  comparatively  heavy  loser  himself,  he  assumed  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  responsibility,  aiding  per¬ 
sonally  in  the  reimbursement  of  the  stockholders. 

In  1914  he  retired  from  the  contracting  business 
and  began  his  association  with  the  borough  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  bureau  of  highways  thus  succeeding 
Edward  Buel.  According  to  his  appointment  by  Bor¬ 
ough  President  McCormack  he  was  to  take  office  on 
the  first  day  of  that  year  but  was  unable  to  do  so 
until  February  15  because  of  his  connections  as  one 
of  a  board  of  commissioners  engaged  in  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  property  for  the  Silver  Lake  Reservoir  and 
Park.  On  January  1,  1924,  after  ten  years  of  com¬ 
petent  management  of  the  highways  department,  Mr. 
Bailey  was  selected  for  the  post  of  assistant  com¬ 
missioner  of  public  works  to  take  the  place  of  John 
J.  O’  Rourke,  the  present  commissioner  of  parks.  The 
tasks  imposed  upon  him  by  this  office  served  only 
to  enhance  Mr.  Bailey’s  value  as  a  public  servant, 
the  experience  that  he  had  acquired  as  a  contractor 
enabling  him  to  serve  efficiently  and  well.  As  to  his 
manner  of  fulfilling  this  task,  President  Lynch  once 
said  of  him :  “Mr.  Bailey  makes  contractors  toe  the 
mark.  I  count  him  among  the  most  valued  of  the 
men  in  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  Borough.” 

In  1926  upon  reaching  the  age  of  seventy,  which 
is  retirement  mark  for  most  men  who  have  served  the 
city  of  New  York,  Mr.  Bailey  applied  for  a  service 
extension  of  two  years.  This,  and  another  in  1928, 
was  granted  by  the  Board  of  Estimates  and  Apportion¬ 
ment  and  he  remained  in  office  until  March  1,  1930 
when  he  withdrew  from  public  life,  leaving  behind 
him  an  unsullied  record  of  devoted  service. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Bailey  has  long  been 
connected  with  the  Democratic  party  and  has  worked 
assiduously  for  the  success  of  the  organization  on 
Staten  Island.  Before  our  borough  became  consoli¬ 
dated  with  Greater  New  York  he  was  a  member  of 
the  local  school  board,  and  served  on  the  Advisory 
Council  of  Public  School,  No.  23,  which  school  he 
helped  to  build.  Besides  being  a  director  of  the  North- 
field  Building  and  Loan  Association,  he  also  holds 
memberships  in  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Northfield  Lodge,  No.  338,  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Veteran  Fire¬ 
men’s  Association.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with 
the  Summerfield  Methodist  Church.  His  favorite 
avocation  is  that  of  gardening  and  to  this  extent  he 
raises  several  varieties  of  flowers  in  a  garden  plot 
located  on  his  property  in  West  New  Brighton. 

By  a  first  marriage  in  November,  1882,  to  Mary 
E.  Dickson,  deceased,  a  native  of  England,  Mr.  Bailey 
is  the  father  of  four  children :  1.  Edith  May,  who 
died  in  girlhood.  2.  William  D.,  who  with  his  wife, 
Rose  Thompson,  of  Brooklyn,  are  the  parents  of  four 
children.  3.  Lotta,  now  Mrs.  William  Purchase,  who 
resides  at  Bayhead,  New  Jersey,  with  her  husband 
and  three  children.  4.  Doris,  deceased,  who  was  Mrs. 
Sidney  Whitfield  of  Mariners  Harbor.  Mr.  Bailey 
married  (second),  in  December,  1915,  Jennie  P.  Kem- 
penaar,  of  old  Holland-Dutch  and  French  descent  and 
a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Nicodemas  and  Johanna 
(Pertenella)  Kempenaar.  She  is  an  active  member 
of  the  American  Red  Cross,  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society 
of  the  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church  and  of  the  Home 
Missionary  Department  of  the  Staten  Island  Dutch 
Reformed  Church.  Mr.  Bailey’s  residence  is  situated 
at  No.  21 1  Bement  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


JAMES  J.  BRADY — Determination  to  succeed  in 
a  career  he  early  mapped  out  for  himself,  prompted 
James  J.  Brady  to  add  to  the  knowledge  he  had 
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already  gained  from  courses  in  the  New  York  public 
night  schools,  and  a  special  course  in  a  trade  school. 
The  result  was  that  he  was  engaged  as  an  apprentice 
plumber  by  Byrnes  &  Murphy,  in  East  Eightieth 
Street,  Manhattan,  with  whom  he  served  four  years, 
learning  the  practical  trade.  He  became  a  journey¬ 
man  plumber  in  New  York  and  worked  at  such  for 
a  number  of  years,  constantly  improving  his  knowl¬ 
edge  and  perfecting  his  skill.  He  then  established 
his  present  business  in  West  New  Brighton  and  is 
fully  equipped  to  handle  the  most  exacting  demands 
for  modern  plumbing.  He  devotes  himself  principally 
to  specializing  in  alterations  and  repair  work  for 
individual  property  holders. 

He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  September  29, 
1893,  son  of  John  J.  and  Annie  (Dolan)  Brady,  of 
Irish  ancestry,  his  father  being  still  active  in  the 
same  business  and  residing  in  New  York.  He  mar¬ 
ried  in  1915,  Alice  Greiner,  and  their  children  are: 
Catharine,  a  student  in  St.  Joseph’s  Institute;  Arthur, 
deceased;  James  J.  Jr.,  attending  parochial  school; 
Mildred;  and  John  R. 

The  Brady  family  are  members  of  the  Lady  of 
Good  Counsel  Parish,  and  Mr.  Brady  belongs  to 
various  church  societies  and  acts  on  their  com¬ 
mittees. 


JOHN  FRANZREB — A  little  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago  on  Staten  Island  there  passed  away  one 
of  its  ardent  and  well-respected  citizens  in  the  per¬ 
sonage  of  the  one  whose  name  heads  this  review.  He 
died,  March  21,  1902,  aged  sixty-six,  having  been  a 
resident  of  this  community  for  nearly  three  decades 
and  of  this  country  about  a  half  century. 

The  birth  of  John  Franzreb  occurred  February  5, 
1836,  in  Bayirn,  Germany,  where  he  spent  his  youth¬ 
ful  years.  He  came  alone  to  the  United  States  at 
an  early  age,  consequently  little  is  known  of  his 
family  ties  in  the  Fatherland.  His  first  years  in 
America  were  spent  in  Manhattan  where  he  was 
variously  employed,  and  in  time  he  entered  the  field 
of  business.  In  Manhattan,  as  the  city  was  then 
referred  to  more  generally,  he  was  well  known  in 
the  district  of  Forsyth  Street,  between  Grand  and 
Broome  streets.  Previous  to  1876  he  conducted  an 
oyster  house  and  among  his  patrons  were  the  elite 
of  the  city  who  then  lived  in  the  neighborhood.  He 
prospered  considerably,  but  seeing  an  opportunity  for 
advancement  he  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1876  to  take 
over  the  management  of  the  Four  Corners  Hotel  on 
Manor  Road.  At  that  time  this  hostelry  was  favor¬ 
ably  known  to  people  for  miles  around,  and  through 
the  years  of  Mr.  Franzreb’s  direction  it  continued 
to  prosper. 

After  a  year  of  retirement  in  1881,  he  bought  the 
Silver  Lake  Hotel,  where  the  reservoir  now  stands, 
from  Judge  Kaasner  and  here  he  remained  ten  years. 
In  conjunction  with  the  last-named  hotel  he  also 
owned  an  ice  business  which  he  bought  from  a  Mr. 
Bradley.  After  closing  out  the  hotel  he  continued  the 
ice  business  until  the  city  of  New  York  bought  the 
ground  for  Silver  Lake  Park,  the  transaction  being 
finally  closed  a  year  after  his  death. 

Aside  from  business,  Mr.  Franzreb  took  a  keen 
interest  in  the  civic  life  of  Staten  Island.  He  was  a 
road  commissioner,  a  village  trustee  in  his  district, 
member  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Company  for  years, 
and  well  identified  in  political  circles.  He  favored 
the  Democratic  party,  and  in  his  religious  faith  was 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  denomination.  He  indulged 
in  sports  to  some  extent,  being  a  fine  rifle  shot  for 
which  he  was  awarded  valuable  prizes.  As  a  bowler 
he  maintained  a  substantial  score  and  did  much  to 


encourage  this  sport  for  which  the  Island  is  widely 
known.  In  a  cultural  way  he  was  a  member  of 
various  singing  societies  and  aided  in  many  social 
and  charitable  gatherings. 

In  November,  1857,  he  married  in  New  York, 
Catherine  Zahn,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Maria  (Lange) 
Zahn,  the  Zahn  family  having  come  from  Hesse- 
Darmstadt,  Germany.  To  John  and  Catherine  (Zahn) 
Franzreb  the  following  children  were  born,  all  in  New 
York:  Mary,  who  married  John  Staudermann,  of 
New  York;  Emma,  married  (first)  Edward  Merk 
(q.  v.),  of  Staten  Island,  and  (second)  Bruno  Lud¬ 
wig;  John,  of  whom  a  biography  follows;  Henry; 
and  one  child  who  died  in  infancy. 


JOHN  FRANZREB,  2d — Frequently  one  finds 
that  the  history  of  our  individual  residents  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  a  long  journey  from  a  far  country  to 
the  United  States,  a  temporary  residence  in  New 
York  and  lastly  a  permanent  settlement  on  Staten 
Island.  Such  a  history  is  indubitably  a  successful  one 
ending  in  the  building  of  a  home  and  the  maintain¬ 
ing  of  a  secure  family  life.  In  the  family  of  John 
Franzreb  who  resides  in  the  Silver  Lake  district,  this 
procedure  was  exemplified  by  his  father,  John  Franz¬ 
reb,  the  1st,  who  established  a  home  for  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  this  pleasant  residential  community. 

John  Franzreb,  2d,  our  subject,  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1865,  in  New  York,  a  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Zahn)  Franzreb.  A  sketch  of  the  father 
precedes. 

John  Franzreb,  2d,  came  to  Staten  Island  as  a 
youth  with  his  parents.  After  attending  public  school 
in  the  Four  Corners  district  he  obtained  several 
small  jobs  of  a  temporary  nature  before  ultimately 
acquiring  a  lucrative  ice  business.  After  serving  as 
the  head  of  this  establishment  for  twenty-five  years 
he  retired,  turning  the  undertaking  over  to  the  care 
of  his  three  sons.  Though  this  retirement  took  place 
more  than  fifteen  years  ago  he  has  maintained  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  treasurer  of  the  Staten  Island  Hygeia  Ice  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  past  twenty  years  and  so  continues. 

Mr.  Franzreb  is  active  in  fraternal  and  civic  asso¬ 
ciations  in  this  borough  being  a  member  of  Masonic 
Lodge,  No.  760,  and  a  charter  member  of  Forester 
Court  of  Staten  Island,  No.  50.  He  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  are  members  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church. 

The  marriage  of  John  Franzreb  took  place  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1887,  to  Emily  E.  Mullick,  daughter  of  George 
and  Catherine  (Baeszler)  Mullick,  both  of  families 
resident  in  Staten  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franzreb  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  John  E.,  the  eldest, 
married,  November  10,  1915,  Mathilda  Kennedy.  They 
have  four  children:  John  E.,  Emily  K.,  Marie  L., 
and  George  E.  2.  George  W.  3.  Reinhardt  H.,  mar¬ 
ried,  November  17,  1917,  Viola  Kearns.  They  have 
three  sons :  Harold  T.,  Thomas  G.,  and  John  K.  4. 
Katherine  E.  Members  of  the  family  belong  to  Beacon 
Light  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

The  Franzreb  residence  is  situated  at  No.  1065 
Victory  Boulevard,  Silver  Lake. 

HENRY  CHARLES  FRANZREB— The  capac¬ 
ity  for  succeeding  in  more  than  one  undertaking  in 
a  gratifying  manner  is  limited  to  persons  of  acumen 
and  industry.  An  executive  position  with  its  need  for 
responsibility  must  be  occupied  by  one  well-fitted  for 
his  post  in  respect  to  training,  experience,  and  adapta¬ 
bility.  A  resident  of  Brighton  Heights  and  one  who 
exemplifies  this  capability  is  Henry  C.  Franzreb  who 
maintains  a  successful  position  with  both  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Home  Laundry  Company,  Inc.,  and  the  Staten 
Island  Hygeia  Ice  and  Cold  Storage  Company. 
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Henry  C.  Franzreb  was  born  November  28,  1890 
in  the  Silver  Lake  Park  district,  the  original  house 
in  which  he  was  born  having  been  torn  down  to  make 
room  for  a  portion  of  the  reservoir.  He  now  resides 
within  a  half  mile  of  his  birthplace.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  Henry  and  Amelia  (Wendland) 
Franzreb.  John  Franzreb,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
February  5,  1836  in  Bayirn,  Germany,  and  died 
March  21,  1902.  His  grandmother  was  Catherine 
(Zahn)  Franzreb,  born  February  25,  1834,  who  died 
in  November,  1916.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Mary,  Emma,  John,  Henry,  our  subject’s 
father;  and  one  child  died  in  infancy. 

Henry  Franzreb  was  born  April  28,  1867,  and  died 
October  12,  1918.  Brought  up  in  New  York  City  he 
later  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  became  vice- 
president  of  the  Staten  Island  Hygeia  Ice  Company. 
He  was  a  man  who  had  many  fraternal  connections 
and  was  also  one  of  the  foremost  rifle  shots  in  the 
East,  being  a  member  of  the  American  Rifle  Team. 
He  was  awarded  many  medals  for  his  expert  shoot¬ 
ing.  His  wife  was  Amelia  Wendland,  daughter  of 
John  and  Dorothea  (Schambs)  Wendland,  of  Dam- 
schade,  Germany,  and  to  them  one  son  was  born, 
Henry  Charles  Franzreb. 

Henry  C.  Franzreb  attended  Public  School,  No.  17 
in  Tompkinsville,  and  after  leaving  this  institu¬ 
tion  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  father.  After  sev¬ 
eral  years  in  the  business  the  father  turned  it  over 
to  him  and  he  operated  it  until  1919,  the  father  in  the 
meantime  having  retired.  Henry  C.  Franzreb  next 
became  connected  with  a  laundry  establishment,  in 
New  York,  which  was  the  beginning  of  several  rapid 
steps  forward  in  this  industry.  Gradually  he  rose 
to  better  positions  within  a  short  time  until  today  he 
is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  American  Home 
Laundry  Company,  Incorporated.  He  still  retains  the 
vice-presidency  of  the  Staten  Island  Hygeia  Ice  and 
Cold  Storage  Company. 

Mr.  Franzreb  and  his  family  attend  the  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Lodge  of  Elks,  No.  841,  and  Beacon  Light 
Lodge,  No.  701,  of  the  Masonic  Order.  His  resi¬ 
dence,  which  is  located  at  No.  380  Castleton  Ave¬ 
nue,  Brighton  Heights,  was  built  in  1913  after  the 
city  of  New  York  had  taken  control  of  the  old  fam¬ 
ily  homestead  at  Silver  Lake.  The  new  home  is 
situated  on  high  ground  thus  enabling  its  occupants 
to  obtain  a  splendid  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  marriage  of  Henry  C.  Franzreb  to  Alida  W. 
McKeag,  occurred  on  July  29,  1917.  She  was  born 
May  21,  1895,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eliza 
(Naphe)  McKeag,  of  Brooklyn.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children :  Henry  W.,  born  February 
28,  1919;  Charles  W.,  born  May  8,  1921;  and  Dorothy, 
born  April  1,  1923.  All  were  born  in  Staten  Island 
and  they  are  now  attending  public  school. 


EDWARD  MERK — A  well-respected  fellow-cit¬ 
izen  who  was  manager  of  the  well-known  Silver 
Lake  Hotel,  one  of  the  fine  hostelries  on  Staten 
Island  in  former  days,  was  the  late  Edward  Merle, 
of  West  New  Brighton.  Coming  here  from  Man¬ 
hattan,  he  established  a  worthwhile  home  for  his 
family. 

Edward  Merk  was  born  March  4,  1856,  a  son  of 
John  and  Catherine  Merk  of  New  York.  He  was 
one  of  a  family  of  three  children  having  a  brother, 
Gustave,  and  a  sister,  Amelia. 

After  obtaining  his  schooling  in  New  York,  our 
subject  came  to  Staten  Island  almost  forty-five  years 
ago  and  became  associated  in  the  hotel  business  with 
his  father-in-law,  John  Franzreb. 


Mr.  Merk  married  on  October  10,  1883,  Emma 
Franzreb,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Zahn) 
Franzreb  (q.  v.).  To  this  union  one  son,  John 
Edward,  was  born  July  20,  1885.  He  attended  the 
local  public  schools,  Port  Richmond  High  School, 
and  then  took  a  course  at  a  business  college.  For 
the  past  twenty-seven  years  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  Staten  Island  Shipbuilding  Company,  first 
in  a  relatively  humble  capacity  and  later  in  an  execu¬ 
tive  position.  He  married  Florence  Smith  of  this 
borough  in  June,  1908,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren  :  Florence,  Emma,  and  Catherine. 

Mrs.  Edward  Merk,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  who 
remained  a  widow  for  eight  years  following  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death,  married  a  second  time,  becoming  the 
wife  of  Bruno  Ludwig,  also  a  Staten  Island  resi¬ 
dent.  Mr.  Ludwig  died  in  1912. 

Mrs.  Ludwig  is  a  woman  of  refinement,  resides 
in  the  Silver  Lake  district  in  a  house  situated  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lake.  She  is  active  in  civic  and 
charitable  work  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  where  she 
has  long  been  a  member.  She  is  the  owner  of  con¬ 
siderable  property  and  like  other  residents  of  this 
borough  looks  forward  to  the  wholesome  development 
of  Staten  Island. 


ESLI  L.  SUTTON — Though  the  significant  at¬ 
tainments  accomplished  by  members  of  a  profession 
are  usually  performed  within  the  very  limits  of  their 
calling,  certain  individuals  among  their  number  also 
succeed  in  other  endeavors.  It  is  undoubtedly  a 
source  of  well-earned  satisfaction  to  them  to  be  able 
to  reflect  upon  their  careers  and  the  good  that  they 
have  effected.  Though  a  Staten  Island  resident  of 
scarcely  more  than  eight  years  standing  and  an  able 
councilor  before  the  bar,  Esli  L.  Sutton,  of  Totten- 
ville,  is  also  the  possessor  of  a  splendid  military 
record  of  service  to  his  country  in  home  encampments 
during  the  World  War. 

The  Sutton  family  is  descended  from  William  Sut¬ 
ton  who  settled  at  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts,  in  1636, 
later  removing  to  New  Jersey.  In  Revolutionary 
times  another  later  representative  of  the  family,  Jo¬ 
seph  Sutton,  was  a  resident  of  Basking  Ridge,  New 
Jersey.  Charles  Sutton,  father  of  Esli  L.  Sutton, 
served  in  the  Civil  War  as  captain  of  Company  C, 
33d  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  after  which  he  went  to 
Minneapolis,  where  he  established  the  Cedar  Lake 
Ice  Company.  He  married  Martha  P.  Wirt  and  they 
lived  in  this  western  city  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Esli  L.  Sutton’s  birth  occurred  there  October 
16,  1875. 

The  younger  Sutton,  after  obtaining  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  entered  the  University  of  Minnesota,  graduat¬ 
ing  in  1899  with  the  baccalaureate  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts.  He  also  received  in  the  same  year  from  this 
institution  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  and  imme¬ 
diately  entered  into  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro¬ 
fession. 

During  his  school  years  Mr.  Sutton  made  his  first 
contact  with  military  training,  taking  the  compulsory 
courses  in  tactics  prescribed  by  the  curriculum  of  the 
university.  He  also  took  elective  courses  in  the  art 
of  warfare  and  thus  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
theory  of  combat.  He  had  served  in  the  ranks  of  his 
State  Militia  and  in  the  National  Guard,  winning  his 
way  from  that  of  a  private  to  captain. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War 
Captain  Sutton  was  called  from  the  National  Guard 
to  active  service  with  the  United  States  Army,  being 
called  to  duty  in  the  Officers’  Training  Camp  at 
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Plattsburgh.  Although  at  that  time  in  his  early 
forties,  it  was  felt  by  the  authorities  that  his  experi¬ 
ence  in  tactics  and  the  work  he  had  accomplished 
would  be  most  useful  at  one  of  the  large  training 
camps.  He  was  transferred  to  Camp  Dix  in  New 
Jersey  with  the  311th  Infantry,  later  being  sent  to 
the  5th  Replacement  Regiment,  Camp  Gordon, 
Georgia,  where  he  was  given  his  battalion,  remaining 
there  during  the  rest  of  the  period  of  hostilities.  His 
legal  knowledge  was  recognized  by  the  higher  author¬ 
ities  and  he  was  given  charge  of  all  court  martial 
details,  which  involved  entire  reorganization  of  the 
legal  proceedings  of  the  military  tribunals  at  Camp 
Gordon.  He  was  later  appointed  Trial  Judge  Advo¬ 
cate  in  court  martial  cases  arising  in  this  encampment. 
After  then  being  transferred  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  as 
Judge  Advocate  of  Maritime  Affairs  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  in  October,  1919.  His  military 
connection  at  the  present  time  is  with  the  United 
States  Army  Reserves. 

In  his  early  legal  career  Mr.  Sutton  was  associated 
with  the  Great  Northern  Railroad,  which  was  then 
under  the  management  of  the  great  railroad  magnate, 
James  J.  Hill.  After  fourteen  years  of  this  work  in 
the  Middle  West  he  came  to  New  York  City  as  one 
of  the  officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice  of  the 
United  States  Government,  attached  to  the  office  of 
the  attorney-general.  After  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge  from  the  army  of  the  United  States  with  the 
rank  of  major  in  the  Reserve  Corps,  he  again  came 
to  New  York  City  where  he  was  speedily  appointed 
counsel  for  the  New  York  District  of  the  United 
States  Shipping  Board  and,  at  the  same  time,  was 
made  Assistant  United  States  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York  State. 

Mr.  Sutton  came  to  Stapleton  about  eight  years 
ago  and  opened  his  first  office  in  the  Pape  Building. 
Later,  he  established  his  headquarters  at  55  Victory 
Boulevard,  Tompkins ville,  where  his  offices  are  now 
located.  In  his  practice  he  has  acquired  the  confidence 
and  trust  of  many  of  the  community’s  leading  citizens 
and  has  established  a  large  and  rapidly-growing 
legal  clientele. 

Mr.  Sutton  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Bar  Association  and  has  other  political  affiliations. 
He  has  always  evinced  an  interest  in  civic  and  public 
affairs,  especially  in  this  borough  and  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Republican  party  for  many  years. 

The  marriage  of  Esli  L.  Sutton  took  place  June 
12,  1898,  to  Leilah  P.  Gowrdy,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Clara  (Moulton)  Gowdy,  of  Minneapolis,  Min¬ 
nesota.  Mr.  Gowdy  was  engaged  for  many  years  in 
the  insurance  business  in  that  city.  Two  daughters, 
Ila,  now  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Conway,  of  Englewood, 
New  Jersey,  and  Janice,  now  Mrs.  Carl  W.  Burrows, 
of  Staten  Island,  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton. 

Esli  L.  Sutton  is  eligible  to  join  the  Society  of 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  through  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  a  direct  ancestor  in  that  war.  Both  Mrs. 
Sutton  and  her  daughters,  Ila  and  Janice,  are  members 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  The 
Sutton  home  is  situated  at  No.  391  Sleight  Avenue, 
Tottenville. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  SOHM— One  of 

Staten  Island’s  well  known  citizens,  Frederick  W. 
Sohm,  of  Tompkinsville,  head  of  the  large  carpet 
and  rug  cleaning  and  upholstering  establishment,  is 
a  prominent  factor  in  the  business  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Sohm  comes  of  a  family  which  has 
been  outstanding  in  our  industrial  progress  for  three 
generations.  His  grandfather,  Henry  Sohm,  Sr.,  who 


was  a  soldier,  and  the  first  to  come  to  this  country, 
inaugurated  a  cabinet-making  business  in  the  rear  of 
the  present  business  location  about  eighty  years  ago. 
After  his  passing,  his  son,  William  Sohm,  uncle  of 
Frederick  W.,  carried  on  the  business.  So  valued 
was  the  grandfather’s  workmanship  that  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  to  supply  the  family  of  the  famous  writer, 
Washington  Irving,  and  many  other  notable  men, 
with  the  products  of  his  cabinet-works.  He  con¬ 
tinued  this  enterprise  with  great  success  until  1880, 
but  in  the  meantime  he  had  added  to  his  business  the 
construction  and  repair  of  horse  cars  which  were  then 
used  as  a  mode  of  transit  in  large  towns  and  cities. 
In  that  year,  his  son,  William  Sohm,  associated  in 
the  business  for  many  years,  founded  a  carpet  clean¬ 
ing  business  which  is  now  an  integral  part  of  the 
present  concern.  The  latter  is  now  living  retired  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years  (1930). 

Frederick  William  Sohm  was  born  December  29, 
1879,  in  the  old  family  home  adjacent  to  the  present 
business  location  at  No.  92  Montgomery  Avenue, 
Tompkinsville,  a  son  of  Henry  Sohm,  Jr.,  deceased, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  City  about  1852,  and 
Matilda  Sohm,  born  about  1859  in  the  same  city. 
She  is  still  living  (1930).  Henry  Sohm,  Jr.  was 
but  a  child  when  his  father  came  to  the  island.  Here 
he  was  educated  and  here  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  subsequently  joining  his  father  in  the  latter’s 
growing  business.  He  also  became  identified  with 
various  other  affairs  in  the  community. 

Frederick  W.  Sohm  was  educated  in  Public  School, 
No.  4,  at  Tompkinsville,  and  after  the  completion  of 
his  schooling,  began  his  industrial  career  at  the  age 
of  about  fourteen  years.  Familiarizing  himself  thor¬ 
oughly  with  the  details  of  his  father’s  and  uncle’s 
business,  he  took  over  the  latter’s  interests  in  1904, 
which  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time  with  suc¬ 
cess.  The  trade  of  this  concern  covers  the  entire 
area  of  Staten  Island,  and  the  work  which  they  do 
is  of  the  highest  type  and  quality,  with  a  reputation 
for  guaranteed  service  of  unusual  promptness  and 
efficiency.  Mr.  Sohm  is  not  only  keeping  up  the 
traditions  of  his  family,  but  has  added  considerably 
to  the  family  name  by  his  continued  insistence  on 
supplying  his  patrons  with  only  the  best.  He  gives 
generously  of  his  support  and  influence  toward  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  his  community  in  which 
he  is  an  active  citizen.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Brighton  Heights  Reformed  Church. 

Frederick  W.  Sohm  married,  September  14,  1904, 
Mary  Rebecca  Pollock,  of  New  York  City,  who  was 
formerly  one  of  his  schoolmates  at  Public  School,  No. 
4.  Her  parents  are  both  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sohm  have  four  children:  1.  Milton  Frederick,  who 
was  with  the  American  Steel  and  Wire  Company 
for  a  short  time,  and  in  1928  became  associated  with 
his  father.  2.  Ruth  Adelaide,  who  is  now  with  the 
Staten  Island  Savings  Bank.  3.  Hazel  Vivian,  resid¬ 
ing  at  home.  4.  Harold  Arthur.  All  of  the  children 
are  graduates  of  Public  School,  No.  16. 

SAMUEL  DEYO  DOLSON— One  of  the  old¬ 
est  families  of  New  York  State  is  that  of  the  Dolsons, 
a  direct  descendant  of  which,  Samuel  Deyo  Dolson, 
resides  in  Westerleigh.  Few  persons  on  Staten  Island, 
even  among  the  many  who  can  prove  descent  from 
the  earliest  pioneers  of  Colonial  days,  can  trace  their 
ancestry  to  an  earlier  American  period,  for  the  first 
one  of  that  name  to  land  on  the  shores  of  what  was 
then  New  Amsterdam  was  Captain  Jan  Gerritsen 
Van  Dalsen  (de  Vries),  who  landed  in  Manhattan 
prior  to  1648. 
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Captain  Van  Dalsen  was  a  native  of  Workum,  on 
the  coast  of  Friesland  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
ship  carpenter.  The  first  vessel  of  any  size  put  upon 
the  stocks  on  New  Amsterdam  was  a  sloop  built  by 
him  for  Captain  Thomas  Bradley.  The  family  was 
from  Dalfsen  or  Dalsen,  a  village  near  Wolle  in 
Overyssel  but  Jan,  by  chance  born  in  Friesland,  was 
distinguished  as  De  Vries.  He  married,  in  1660,  Ger- 
ritee  Kray,  daughter  of  Teunis  Kray,  by  whom  there 
were  issue  of  eight  children.  The  eldest  of  these 
children  was  christened  Teunis,  after  his  worthy 
maternal  grandfather,  and  it  was  thus  that  the  title 
of  Teunis  came  into  the  Dolson  family.  This  given 
name  was  carried  by  the  family  for  a  few  genera¬ 
tions,  the  last  member  in  direct  line  to  bear  it  being 
the  great-grandfather  of  Samuel  D.  Dolson,  of  Staten 
Island.  Samuel  D.  Dolson  recently  has  given  it  to  one 
of  his  own  sons.  Another  interesting  point,  of  note, 
is  that  “Van”  in  the  progenitor,  Captain  Dolson’s 
name,  was  dropped  by  later  generations,  although 
there  are  documents  to  prove  that  he  was  fully 
entitled  to  the  honor.  Teunis  Dolson,  the  son  of 
the  captain,  was  born  in  1664,  and  in  1696  he  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Vermilye,  the  daughter  of  John  Vermilye. 
This  Teunis  Dolson  was  the  first  male  child  born  in 
New  York  after  it  was  ceded  to  the  English  by  the 
Dutch.  He  must  have  found  at  that  early  time  this 
lower  region  getting  too  crowded  for  him,  because 
shortly  after  his  marriage  he  moved  into  the  northern 
part  of  New  York  colony  and  established  the  burgh 
of  Dolsontown,  near  Goshen.  He  lived  until  1 766,  to 
the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years. 
The  Dolsons  of  Orange  County  are  among  his  de¬ 
scendants  and  there  are  records  still  extant  of  the 
baptisms  of  some  of  his  children  at  Poughkeepsie, 
and  others  at  Fishkill.  One  of  his  sons  namely, 
Jacob,  married  Maria  Buys,  and  the  latter’s  eldest 
son,  born  1735,  was  also  christened  Teunis. 

Teunis  Dolson,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Maria  (Buys) 
Dolson,  and  one  of  his  brothers,  John,  lived  in  or 
about  Newburgh  and  Marlboro,  where  they  signed 
the  Revolutionary  pledge  in  1767.  They  and  their 
sons  fought  in  the  Colonial  Army  during  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  The  wife’s  name  of  this  last  men¬ 
tioned  Teunis  Dolson  is  not  on  record,  this  being 
due,  probably,  to  the  unsettled  conditions  existing  at 
the  time.  His  son,  John  Dolson,  born  about  1755, 
married  in  1811,  served  in  the  Revolution  and  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  lived  at  Big  Flats,  removing  in 
!837-38  to  Battle  Creek,  Michigan.  In  1913,  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  daughter,  a  Mrs.  Andrews,  who  resided  at  that 
time  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  aged  eighty-four  years, 
had  stated  that  her  father,  died  in  1848.  The  first 
John  Dolson,  son  of  Jacob  and  Maria  (Buys)  Dol¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  1737,  continued  to  live  in  the 
Newburgh-Marlboro  district  after  the  Revolution. 
He  was  married  twice:  his  last  wife,  Sarah,  sur¬ 
vived  him.  He  had  a  son  named  Teunis,  born  in 
1783,  who  was  the  last  perhaps,  of  the  Dolson  fam¬ 
ily  to  bear  that  historic  name,  until  it  was  revived 
by  our  Samuel  D.  Dolson.  This  last  Teunis  Dolson, 
a  lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  married  twice, 
and  had  ten  children  by  his  two  marriages.  One  of 
his  elder  sons,  James,  born  in  1822,  who  lived  to  a 
very  old  age  at  Tuttletown,  Ulster  County,  had  a 
distinct  recollection  of  his  grandfather,  John,  and 
stepgrandmother,  Sarah  Dolson. 

Hackaliah  Purdy  Dolson,  born  in  1830  near  New¬ 
burgh,  and  who  died  about  1900,  was  the  son  of 
Teunis  Dolson.  He  married  Hester  Freer,  of  Hugue¬ 
not  stock,  descended  from  that  Freer  who  was  one 
of  the  twelve  patentees  to  whom  Governor  Dongan 
gave  the  new  Paltz  Patent.  She  was  born  in  1834 


and  died  in  1872.  Their  son,  George  Dolson,  born 
in  1856  in  Ulster  County,  died  1916;  married  Adeline 
Wiley,  born  in  1859,  also  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
who  died  in  1908.  The  latter’s  children  were:  Carrie, 
now  Mrs.  Howard  DuBois  of  New  Paltz,  New  York; 
Samuel  D.,  whose  review  is  described  herein  in  the 
following  lines;  Frederick,  a  resident  of  Gardiner, 
New  York;  Mary,  who  married  Thomas  Foster,  of 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York;  Grace,  a  resident  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  Connecticut;  Dr.  Guy  B.  C.  Dolson,  Ph.  D., 
head  of  English  Department  of  Nebraska- Wesleyan 
University  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  and  George,  also 
a  resident  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Samuel  D.  Dolson  was  born  at  Highland,  Ulster 
County,  New  York,  on  December  6,  1879,  and  ob¬ 
tained  his  early  education  there  in  the  local  schools, 
followed  by  a  course  at  the  New  Paltz  Normal 
School.  He  then  entered  Colgate  University,  and  was 
graduated,  class  of  1903,  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts.  That  year  he  entered  his  chosen  profes¬ 
sion  and  took  up  his  duties  as  a  teacher  of  English 
in  Public  School,  No.  17,  on  Staten  Island,  and  has 
since  continued  in  this  career.  In  association  with 
J.  B.  McFadden  (q.  v.),  he  founded  the  Standard 
Office  Service  Company,  Port  Richmond,  and  in 
addition  to  this  activity  he  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Port  Richmond  Building  and  Loan  Association,  which 
he  helped  to  organize  in  January,  1911. 

Mr.  Dolson  is  a  trustee  of  Immanuel  Church, 
Westerleigh,  and  was  at  one  time  treasurer  of  the 
Staten  Island  Teachers’  Association.  His  college  and 
professional  associations  are  with  Beta  Theta  Phi 
and  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternities.  During  the  World 
War  he  served  in  the  sale  of  Liberty  bonds  and  in 
many  others  ways  aided  his  country  in  that  great 
conflict. 

On  July  6,  1921,  at  Port  Chester,  New  York,  Mr. 
Dolson  married  Edith  Elizabeth  Hovenden,  a  native 
of  Ireland,  and  daughter  of  Robert  and  Kate  Hoven¬ 
den. 

Mrs.  Dolson  graduated  from  Stratford  Abbey  Col¬ 
lege  in  Stroud,  Gloucestershire,  England,  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dolson  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Hovenden, 
born  March  26,  1922;  George  Kerr,  born  February 
14,  1924;  Teunis  Van,  born  May  8,  1925;  and  Deyo 
De  Vries,  born  October  31,  1927.  The  Dolson  family 
residence  is  at  712  Jewett  Avenue. 


JAMES  B.  McFADDEN — As  a  resident  of  Port 
Richmond,  closely  associated  in  an  educational  capac¬ 
ity  with  our  school  system,  and  interested  in  the 
youth  of  the  borough  and  other  affairs,  James  B. 
McFadden  has  had  a  particularly  active  life  on  Staten 
Island.  Mr.  McFadden  is  of  a  family  resident  in 
America  since  1718,  and  is  a  native  of  the  State  of 
Maine. 

The  branch  of  the  McFadden  family  of  which 
James  B.  McFadden  is  a  representative,  was  native 
to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  It  was  there  in  the 
year  1675  that  Andrew  McFadden,  first  member  of 
the  family  of  whom  there  is  definite  record,  was 
born.  It  is  recorded  that  in  1693  he  journeyed  to 
Ireland,  where  he  resided  for  several  years  and  be¬ 
came  identified  with  a  group  of  Protestants  who  were 
in  conflict  with  the  Catholics  of  Londonderry.  He 
married,  and  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  wedded 
a  second  time,  then  in  1718,  he  left  Ireland  sailing 
across  the  Atlantic  to  America  and  making  settle¬ 
ment  on  what  was  then  designated  Somerset  Point 
(now  known  as  Centres  Point  in  Merrymeeting  Bay). 
Recognized  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Kennebec 
County,  Maine,  he  lived  in  this  district  until  1722, 
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when  the  French  and  Indian  War  broke  out.  On 
this  occasion  he  removed  to  Arrowsic  Island  where 
the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent. 

In  tracing  briefly  the  lineage  of  the  family  in 
America  one  finds  that  Andrew  McFadden  had  a 
son,  Daniel,  born  about  1722.  The  latter  married 
and  in  turn  became  the  father  of  James  McFadden. 
The  birth  of  the  last-named  occurred  September  24, 
1749,  and  he  was  the  father  of  Elder  John,  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject.  Elder  John  McFadden,  born 
March  22,  1799,  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  be¬ 
ing  Susan  Whitmore  by  whom  he  had  a  daughter,  Mary 
Anne,  born  February  4,  1827.  After  Susan  (Whit¬ 
more)  McFadden  died,  her  husband  married  (second), 
on  May  29,  1829,  Caroline  Snowman.  They  became 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Elizabeth,  born 
February  17,  1830;  Nancy,  born  November  24,  1832; 
James,  who  appears  following;  John,  born  January  5, 
1839;  Caroline,  born  April  14,  1846;  and  Josephine, 
born  November  14,  1849. 

Elder  John,  who  like  his  forefathers,  resided  dur¬ 
ing  his  lifetime  in  Maine,  lived  across  the  Cove  op¬ 
posite  Riggs  in  Georgetown.  He  was  characterized 
as  an  upright  and  exemplary  citizen,  a  man  of  unusual 
ability,  and  by  calling,  a  clergyman  of  the  Free¬ 
will  Baptist  denomination.  His  passing  occurred  in 
Georgetown,  where  he  was  buried. 

His  son,  James  McFadden,  born  May  5,  1836,  in 
Georgetown,  Maine,  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  district.  He  followed  the  career 
of  a  seaman,  embarking  on  many  long  voyages  in  the 
course  of  his  lifetime,  though  sailing  principally  be¬ 
tween  New  York  and  West  Indies  ports.  He  at 
length  became  captain  of  the  fruit  steamer,  “Sarah 
W.  Hunt,”  and  it  was  while  in  command  of  this 
vessel  that  his  death  came,  in  1881,  in  Barcelona, 
Venzuela.  His  wife,  Martha  J.  (Hagan)  McFadden, 
who  survives  him,  now  resides  in  Wolfeboro,  New 
Hampshire. 

James  McFadden  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
James  B.  McFadden  of  Staten  Island.  He  was  born 
in  Georgetown,  Maine,  on  June  12,  1872  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Lewiston,  Maine, 
and  later  became  a  student  at  Bates  College  in  that 
State,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts,  class  of  1893.  1°  19 07  he  was  awarded 
his  Master  of  Arts  degree  from  Brown  University  at 
Providence,  Rhode  Island.  Between  the  years  in 
which  Mr.  McFadden  received  these  two  degrees  he 
was  engaged  in  educational  work  in  New  England. 
From  1896  to  1899  inclusive,  he  was  supervising 
principal  of  the  schools  in  Keene,  New  Hampshire, 
and  from  1899  to  1908  acted  as  supervising  principal 
of  the  schools  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island.  After  his 
Master  of  Arts  degree  had  been  conferred  upon  him, 
he  came  in  1908  to  New  York  City  to  become  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  local  public  school  system  as  a  mathe¬ 
matics  instructor.  He  is  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Public  School,  No.  20,  Port  Richmond,  where  the 
greater  part  of  his  teaching  experience  has  been 
gained.  In  connection  with  this  school  it  can  be  said 
that  his  interest  in  the  educational  program  promul¬ 
gated  there  has  been  long  sustained  and  extensive. 
He  has  given  much  of  his  time  to  the  furthering  of 
local  athletics,  particularly  to  the  representative  sport 
teams  turned  out  by  the  school.  From  1908  to  1918 
he  served  as  scoutmaster  of  Troop  22,  within  the 
Port  Richmond  locality  and  lent  whole-hearted  sup¬ 
port  to  this  important  movement.  For  two  years, 
while  engaged  in  the  teaching  profession  in  Rhode 
Island,  Mr.  McFadden  served  as  president  of  the 
Rhode  Island  School  Masters’  Association. 


He  has  also  been  associated  with  interests  of  a 
public,  fraternal  and  business  nature,  mainly  in  this 
borough.  In  1917  and  1918  during  the  World  War,  he 
served  as  captain  of  Company  B.,  Police  Reserves,  of 
New  York  City.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
Liberty  Lodge  of  Alfred,  Maine,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  the  Staten  Island  Masonic  Club;  and  Rich¬ 
mond  Forest,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  is  also 
active  in  business  enterprises,  being  vice-president  of 
the  Westerleigh  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  a  member  of  the  Standard  Office  Service 
Company,  of  Port  Richmond,  which  was  established 
in  1919  by  himself  and  Samuel  D.  Dolson  (q.  v.). 

James  B.  McFadden  married,  in  1898,  Minnie  Agnes 
Whitcomb,  of  Springfield,  Vermont,  daughter  of 
Lyman  Whitcomb  and  Angela  (Kidder)  Whitcomb, 
of  that  town.  James  B.  and  Minnie  Agnes  (Whit¬ 
comb)  McFadden  became  the  parents  of  a  son,  James 
Lyman  McFadden,  who  was  graduated  from  Colum¬ 
bia  University  and  is  now  engaged  as  a  traffic  con¬ 
sultant.  In  April,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Navy  and  served  as  an  ensign  in  command  of 
the  submarine  chaser,  No.  83  in  the  English  Chan¬ 
nel,  until  his  discharge  from  active  service  in  1918. 
He  now  holds  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Naval  Reserve.  He  married  Dorothy  Mausolff, 
of  New  York  City,  a  daughter  of  Paul  and  Loa  Mau¬ 
solff,  and  by  this  marriage  there  is  a  son,  James 
Alfred,  born  December  9,  1925,  in  San  Juan,  Porto 
Rico. 


JOHN  STEPHEN  BURGHER  — This  narrative 
deals  with  a  family  which  has  been  identified  with 
our  island,  through  its  successive  generations,  for 
a  century  and  a  half,  and  gives  a  lengthy  review  of 
the  life  of  the  late  John  S.  Burgher,  of  Rossville. 

The  Borger  or  Burger,  now  Burgher  family,  came 
originally  from  Hersberg,  Silesia,  where  one,  Joris, 
bearing  the  original  surname  resided.  He  came  to 
America  in  1637,  located  at  Rensselaerwick  at  the 
headwaters  of  the  Hudson  River,  where  he  resided 
about  five  years  before  purchasing  a  small  vessel  and 
becoming  a  trader  on  the  river.  He  later  settled  on 
his  farm  at  the  Dutch  Kills,  then  known  as  Mespat, 
now  Newton  Creek,  in  nearby  Long  Island,  having 
received  from  the  Dutch  Government  on  July  3, 
1643,  a  patent  for  thirty  mergens  of  land  at  that 
place.  Sometime  before  1654  he  erected  a  tide  mill 
on  his  land  and  from  that  time  on  the  creek  was 
known  as  Burger’s  Kill.  His  farm  in  after  years  was 
purchased  by  the  Luyster  family,  who  named  it 
Luyster’s  Island.  Joris  Borger  or  Burger  married, 
in  1639,  Engeltie  Mans,  from  Compst  in  Sweden,  and 
had  the  following  children :  Joris,  born  in  1647 ;  Her- 
manus,  1652;  Claes,  1657;  Johanus,  1661;  Elias,  1664. 
It  is  recorded  that  these  sons  definitely  took  the 
name  of  “Burger,”  and  further,  that  the  father 
(Joris)  was  addressed  as  “Mr.  Burger,”  a  designa¬ 
tion  those  times  denoting  a  higher  degree  of  respect, 
and  seldom  applied  to  anyone  but  ministers,  magis¬ 
trates,  or  schoolmasters.  Being  repeatedly  called  upon 
to  assist  the  civil  government  in  the  town  of  Mespat, 
he  was  evidently  a  man  of  character  and  ability. 
Among  the  public  obligations  fulfilled  by  him  may 
be  mentioned  his  loan  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
the  fort  or  Palisades  of  New  Amsterdam,  in  1653, 
where  he  owned  two  lots  of  ground  obtained  by 
patent  from  the  Dutch  Government.  One  of  these 
lots  was  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Hanover  Square 
and  William  Street;  another,  near  by  on  Hanover 
Square,  (this  latter  lot  measured  140  x  130  feet) 
both  in  the  present  financial  district  of  New  York. 
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Old  Slip  derived  its  first  name  from  this  Burger 
and  was  known  for  more  than  a  century  as  Burger’s 
Path.  Joris  Burger  died  in  1671,  aged  fifty-nine. 

The  sons  of  Joris  Burger  settled  in  various  parts 
of  the  New  Amsterdam  colony  and  from  them  arose 
the  well-known  Burger  family  of  these  environs.  At 
a  very  early  period  the  ancestors  of  Colonel  Nicholas 
Burger  lived  here,  for  the  latter  had  in  his  posses¬ 
sion,  according  to  his  daughter,  Maria,  a  deed  or 
grant  of  land  in  New  York  in  favor  of  a  certain 
ancestor.  This  land  had  been  sold  for  taxes  on  a 
ninety-nine  years’  purchase  and  doubtless,  should  have 
reverted  to  the  family.  Indifference  is  given  as  the 
cause  for  its  neglect  for  a  time  exceeding  the  legal 
period  of  reclamation.  The  deed  could  not  be 
unearthed  after  the  death  of  Nicholas  and  has  never 
been  uncovered.  Nicholas,  it  is  certain,  was  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  Joris  Burger. 

Nicholas  Burger  (oftentimes  spelled  Burgher)  was 
probably  the  first  member  of  the  branch  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  with  which  this  review  is  concerned  to  live  on 
Staten  Island.  This  branch  became  associated  with 
the  south  shore  of  our  island,  while  other  Burgers 
located  on  the  north  shore.  The  birth  of  Nicholas 
Burger  (or  Burgher)  occurred  January  23,  1768,  and 
he  is  mentioned  in  the  Staten  Island  census  of  1790 
as  having  a  wife  and  an  infant  son.  He  derived  the 
appellation  of  “Colonel  Burger”  in  18x8,  for  it  was 
in  that  year  that  he  was  designated  colonel  of  a  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  militia.  In  1838,  one  year  before  his 
death  which  occurred  May  23,  1839,  he  was  listed  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  town  of  Southfield,  and 
additional  records  point  to  his  ownership  of  slaves. 
His  wife’s  name  was  Cathrine  (Swaim)  Burger,  and 
according  to  records  of  the  Moravian  Church  they 
had  the  following  children:  Matthius,  born  in  1789, 
married  Hettie  Vanderbilt;  John,  born  July  25,  1791. 
married  Margaret  Anne  Garrison;  Mary  Anne,  born 
June  9,  1793;  David,  born  November  18,  1795,  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  grandfather  of  our  subject;  Frances, 
born  October  25,  1799;  Anne,  born  August  26,  1801; 
Jane,  born  July  29,  1803;  Catherine,  born  September 
22,  1805;  Elizabeth,  born  September  6,  1807;  and 
James,  who  was  baptized  October  29,  1809,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Maria  Jane  Noble. 

David  Burgher  married  and  became  the  father  of 
Stephen  Kittletas  Burgher.  In  this  connection  it  is 
well  to  note  that  members  of  the  Kittletas  family  were 
comparatively  early  residents  of  Staten  Island  though 
the  family  was  first  represented  in  other  parts  of  New 
York  State  and  in  Connecticut  as  early  as  1702. 
One  of  their  number,  Captain  John,  was  a  member 
of  the  local  Revolutionary  committee  on  Staten  Island 
in  1775.  We  learn  that  “a  Stephen  Kittletas  was  the 
first  telegraph  operator  at  Clifton.” 

Stephen  Kittletas  Burgher  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  island,  after  which  the  remainder  of  his  life 
was  spent  as  a  coastal  fisherman.  In  this  occupation 
he  proved  himself  an  able  and  conscientious  business 
man,  and  one  to  whom  the  ties  of  home  and  family 
were  of  the  utmost  importance.  He  was  the  owner 
of  the  old  Burgher  farm  lands  which  extended  from 
Richmond  Road  down  to  the  harbor  shore.  In  fact, 
through  this  possession,  which  was  one  of  long  stand¬ 
ing,  Burgher  Avenue  came  to  be  named  after  the 
family,  as  the  thoroughfare  in  question  ran  directly 
through  this  land. 

Stephen  K.  Burgher  married  Phoebe  Fountain,  also 
of  an  old  Staten  Island  family,  originally  known  as 
Fontain.  It  is  recorded  in  France  that  James  Fon- 
tain  or  de  la  Fontaine,  escaped  from  that  country 
after  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and  that 
the  family,  in  France,  was  prominent  in  the  fields 


of  science  and  the  arts.  The  progenitor  of  the  family 
was  not  driven  from  his  native  land  by  the  Edict, 
however,  for  there  is  notice  of  a  “Charel  Fonteyn,  a 
Frenchman  and  wife,”  who  came  to  America  on 
the  ship,  “Golden  Beaver,”  in  1658.  Like  the  Burgher 
family  on  Staten  Island,  the  Fountain  family  is 
divided  into  two  branches  which,  according  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  several  households  here,  are  not  related 
through  American  descent.  One  has  inhabited  the 
North  Shore  district  principally;  the  other  has  been 
represented  in  South  Shore  activities.  Following  their 
death,  both  Stephen  K.  Burgher  and  his  wife  were 
buried  in  the  Moravian  Churchyard  at  New  Dorp. 
They  were  the  parents  of  several  children,  among 
whom  was  John  Stephen  Burgher,  our  subject,  bom 
September  17,  1854,  in  Dongan  Hills. 

John  S.  Burgher  received  his  education  in  the  local 
district  schools,  following  which  he  took  up  the  trade 
of  a  tinsmith.  After  learning  this  occupation  and 
perceiving  that  a  favorable  opportunity  awaited  him 
in  this  business,  he  founded  an  establishment  of  his 
own  in  Rossville.  He  became  a  dealer  in  stoves, 
ranges,  roofing  and  leaders,  and  was  a  worker  in  tin 
and  sheet  iron.  Plumbing  and  jobbing  in  ail  its 
branches  were  also  carried  on.  The  business  grew 
rapidly  during  the  late  years  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  making  it  necessary  for  Mr.  Burgher  to  employ 
a  sizeable  force  of  workmen  to  fulfill  the  many  con¬ 
tracts  that  were  formulated,  chiefly  within  the  South 
Shore  district. 

Recognized  as  an  earnest  workman,  and  blessed 
with  a  large  share  of  self-reliance  and  foresight,  Mr. 
Burgher  was  none  the  less  interested  in  matters  of 
civic  and  religious  importance.  He  supported  public 
institutions,  and  was  an  ardent  church  worker,  being 
a  member  of  Woodrow  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  active  in  the  work  of  that  congregation.  By 
nature  he  was  of  kindly  and  sympathetic  bearing, 
unselfish  in  character  and  highly  respected  both  as 
a  business  man  and  friend.  His  death  occurred  on 
October  24,  1924;  burial  took  place  in  old  Woodrow 
Churchyard. 

John  S.  Burgher  married  on  June  9,  1880,  Mary 
E.  Marshall,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Morgan) 
Marshall.  Besides  Mary  E.,  there  were  two  other 
children,  Georgiana  M.,  who  married  John  B.  Cooke, 
and  Jesse  B.  Marshall.  John  Marshall,  who  was  of 
a  family  represented  on  Staten  Island  as  early  as 
1681  or  before,  was  a  brother  of  George  Marshall, 
Sr.,  who  is  mentioned  biographically  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Members  of  the  Marshall  family  have 
resided  chiefly  along  the  South  Shore  and  have  been 
active  in  the  life  of  the  community  thereabouts.  Mrs. 
Burgher,  who  survives  her  husband,  resides  at  No. 
1124  Rossville  Avenue,  Rossville. 


ALLISON  ANDROVETTE— In  any  neighbor¬ 
hood  or  community  the  value  of  a  modern,  progres¬ 
sive  pharmacy  as  an  integral  part  of  the  daily  lives 
of  the  people  cannot  be  overemphasized,  and  this  is 
particularly  true  in  Totten ville  where  Allison  And- 
rovette  conducts  such  a  business  now  in  association 
with  Ralph  M.  Cole.  They  maintain  a  splendid  up- 
to-date  drug  establishment  which  is  known  through¬ 
out  the  South  Shore  as  one  of  the  dependable  and 
efficient  pharmacies  on  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Androvette 
is  a  pharmacist  of  nearly  twenty-five  years’  experi¬ 
ence.  During  that  time  he  has  won  for  himself  a 
reputation  for  precision  and  thoroughness  in  every¬ 
thing  connected  with  his  profession,  having  been 
connected  in  his  present  enterprise  since  1920,  after 
a  number  of  years  spent  in  laying  a  firm  foundation 
in  the  drug  business  in  the  service  of  one  of  the  most 
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reputable  concerns  in  this  vicinity.  In  the  civic  life 
of  this  town  he  displays  a  deep  and  constructive 
interest,  being  prominently  identified  with  fraternal 
associations,  while  everything  that  leads  to  commun¬ 
ity  development  or  advancement  always  finds  him  an 
active  and  helpful  promoter. 

Mr.  Androvette  was  born  in  Pleasant  Plains,  Au¬ 
gust  19,  1883,  son  of  Abram  and  Elida  (Allison) 
Androvette.  Abram  Androvette  was  an  oyster  planter, 
the  son  of  Louis  Androvette,  once  a  leading  farmer 
of  the  island,  and  together  they  owned  many  acres 
of  valuable  land.  Mr.  Androvette’s  sister,  Emma, 
married  Charles  M.  Lehman,  of  New  Jersey.  The 
Androvettes  are  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Staten 
Island  and  its  members  have  been  noted  for  their 
prominence  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  island’s 
advance. 

Allison  Androvette  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pleasant  Plains  and  in  the  Tottenville 
High  School,  after  which  he  entered  Columbia  School 
of  Pharmacy,  graduating  from  that  institute  of  learn¬ 
ing,  class  of  1904,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phar¬ 
macy.  Entering  upon  his  professional  career,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Lehman  Pharmacy  and 
remained  with  that  organization  for  a  period  of 
twenty  years,  achieving  a  position  of  responsibility 
for  his  thorough  knowledge  of  pharmaceuticals  and 
the  exactness  and  care  with  which  he  compounded 
presciptions  entrusted  to  his  care.  In  1920,  he  opened 
a  business  of  his  own  on  Main  Street,  Tottenville, 
and  has  since  conducted  it  successfully  carrying  drugs 
and  supplies  of  the  finest  quality;  and  through  his 
splendid  service  he  has  built  up  a  substantial  patron¬ 
age.  The  citizens  of  this  town  are  fortunate  in  having 
in  their  midst  one  so  conscientious  in  the  conduct 
of  his  profession  as  Mr.  Androvette,  and  one  upon 
whom  they  can  depend  with  such  absolute  certainty. 

In  his  fraternal  connections,  Mr.  Androvette  is  a 
member  of  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Staten  Island  Chapter,  No.  196, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  in  which  he  is  Past  High  Priest; 
the  Phi  Delta  Chi  Fraternity;  the  Junior  Order 
United  American  Mechanics,  and  the  United  Coun¬ 
cil.  His  professional  association  is  with  the  Drug 
and  Chemical  Square  Club,  and  his  religious  adher¬ 
ence  is  with  St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  serves  on  the  Official  Board.  His  hobbies 
are  golf  and  fishing,  in  which  outdoor  activities  he 
finds  the  necessary  relaxation  and  recreation.  During 
the  World  War,  he  served  on  the  legal  department 
of  the  local  draft  board. 

Allison  Androvette  married  on  June  20,  1906,  Sadie 
L.  Van  Pelt,  of  Brooklyn,  daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Georgiana  (Proal)  Van  Pelt.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Maybelle,  who  attended  the  local  schools 
and  became  a  student  at  Dickinson  College  at  Car¬ 
lisle,  Pennsylvania.  She  is  a  talented  designer,  and 
plans  to  study  mathematics  for  a  career  as  a  teacher. 

Mrs.  Androvette  takes  an  active  part  in  women’s 
organizations,  being  a  member  of  the  Order  of  East¬ 
ern  Star,  and  the  Order  of  Amaranth,  and  is  also 
an  outstanding  church  worker.  Her  father  was  at 
one  time  a  pilot  on  the  old  Twenty-third  Street  ferry 
on  the  East  River  and  later  he  became  an  insurance 
broker  in  Brooklyn.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  de¬ 
ceased. 


ALGERNON  B.  COMINS — Of  an  original 
southern  New  England  family  well  represented  in 
Colonial  times,  some  of  whose  members  removed  to 
Maine,  Algernon  B.  Comins  came  to  reside  in  Staten 
Island  and  to  learn  by  dint  of  ceaseless  study  and 


application  the  principles  of  structural  engineering. 
He  is  at  present  assistant  engineer  attached  to  the 
office  of  the  Borough  President  of  Richmond,  with 
headquarters  at  Borough  Hall,  St.  George.  An  early 
ancestor  of  our  subject  was  a  freeman  of  Oxford, 
Massachusetts,  and  resided  in  that  district  in  1720. 

Algernon  B.  Comins  was  born  September  4,  1874, 
in  the  village  of  East  Eddington,  Maine,  a  son  of 
Charles  W.  and  Harriett  (Hill)  Comins.  The  Hills 
were  also  of  old  New  England  stock,  prominent  in 
Colonial  times.  Charles  W.  Comins  was  born  No¬ 
vember  7,  1840,  in  East  Eddington,  Maine,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
moved  to  Brooklyn  in  1877,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  a  roofing  and  waterproofing  contractor  until  his 
death,  November  5,  1913.  He  married  in  1869,  Har¬ 
riett  Hill,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Algernon  B.,  of  whom  further;  Helen,  mar¬ 
ried  W.  B.  0;Connor,  of  Millinocket,  Maine;  and 
Frederick,  deceased. 

Algernon  B.  Comins  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Brooklyn  and  the  high  school  of 
Pratt  Institute.  On  completion  of  studies,  he  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  business,  continuing  until 
1913  when  he  became  connected  with  the  borough 
of  Richmond,  as  a  plan  examiner.  He  then  went  to 
night  schools  for  six  years,  taking  courses  in  struc¬ 
tural  engineering  and  qualified  for  the  examinations, 
obtaining  his  license  as  professional  engineer  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  Comins 
holds  the  post  of  assistant  engineer  in  the  bureau  of 
buildings. 

Mr.  Comins  is  a  charter  member  and  officer  of 
the  recently-organized  organization  known  as  the 
Richmond  County  Chapter  of  Professional  Civil 
Engineers  and  Surveyors  Association.  In  his  reli¬ 
gious  persuasion  he  is  of  the  Baptist  denomination. 
He  is  keenly  interested  in  the  civic  development  of 
Staten  Island  and  of  its  history,  particularly  that  of 
the  past  century,  and  is  active  in  social  affairs. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Comins  took  place  in  1911 
to  the  former  Mrs.  Mary  L.  (Clark)  Maas,  of  Brook¬ 
lyn,  mother  of  a  daughter,  Ethel,  born  September  19, 
1902,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  Gregory,  of  Westerleigh, 
Staten  Island.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Comins:  Irene  Harriett,  born  October  26,  1915; 
and  Ruth  Jean,  born  March  31,  1919. 


J.  WALTER  THOMPSON— In  the  recent  ap¬ 
pointment  of  J.  Walter  Thompson  as  superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  and  Offices,  the  officials  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  have  been  fortunate  in  their  popular 
selection.  The  Thompson  family  has  been  seated 
here  for  some  eighty  years.  The  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to  the  island  was  John  Thompson,  a  native 
of  Ireland,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
during  his  active  career  was  the  owner  of  several 
boats  which  plied  up  and  down  the  Hudson  River. 
His  son,  James  Thompson,  was  born  in  Elm  Park, 
and  for  many  years  conducted  a  hotel  at  Graniteville, 
which  was  a  meeting  place  for  many  of  the  pioneer 
political  characters  of  that  time.  For  several  years 
following  the  consolidation  of  Staten  Island  with 
Greater  New  York,  he  served  as  city  marshal,  being 
the  first  man  appointed  to  this  office.  He  married 
Sarah  Gill  and  they  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren  of  whom  six  are  now  living:  Elizabeth,  Jewel, 
J.  Walter,  James,  Robert,  and  William.  James 
Thompson’s  death  occurred  here  in  1916,  sixteen 
years  after  the  demise  of  his  wife. 

J.  Walter  Thompson,  son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Gill)  Thompson,  was  born  at  Graniteville,  Septem- 
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ber  29,  1886.  Upon  receiving  his  education  at  Pub¬ 
lic  School,  No.  20,  Port  Richmond,  and  Curtis  High 
School,  he  became  employed  as  a  clerk  by  the  West¬ 
ern  Electric  Company  in  Manhattan.  After  several 
years’  service  with  this  concern  he  became  associated 
with  Milliken  Brothers,  steel  construction  workers, 
where  he  remained  until  the  United  States  entered  the 
World  War.  At  that  time  Mr.  Thompson  volun¬ 
teered  his  services  and  was  assigned  to  Camp  Gordon, 
a  military  training  camp  at  Atlanta,  Georgia.  From 
there  he  went  overseas  in  the  latter  part  of  March, 

1918,  being  attached  to  the  327th  Infantry  Regi¬ 
ment,  82d  Division.  He  saw  active  service  in  the 
Meuse-Argonne  campaign  and  took  part  in  numerous 
other  engagements,  returning  to  this  country  in  June, 

1919,  when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge. 

Soon  after  his  return  to  civilian  life  Mr.  Thompson 

became  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  First  Magistrate’s 
Court,  New  Brighton,  later  being  made  chief  clerk  of 
the  court.  He  served  in  the  latter  capacity  for  two 
years,  until  1926,  when  his  appointment  to  the  post  of 
secretary  to  the  borough  of  Richmond  took  place. 
Thus  he  succeeded  the  late  George  T.  Egbert,  who 
had  held  the  position  for  twenty  years,  up  to  his 
death.  In  March,  1930,  Mr.  Thompson  became  super¬ 
intendent  of  Public  Buildings  and  Offices,  which  office 
he  now  holds.  As  a  public  official  he  has  proven 
himself  able,  conscientious  and  efficient  in  the  pur¬ 
suance  of  his  duties  and  his  association  with  the 
civil  administration  of  Richmond  Borough,  at  large, 
has  embraced  a  period  of  gratifying  experiences  and 
mutual  benefit. 

Aside  from  his  various  duties,  J.  Walter  Thomp¬ 
son  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club,  and  of  Slosson  Post,  American  Legion. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  St.  Mary’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  Port  Richmond. 

Mr.  Thompson’s  marriage  took  place  at  West 
Brighton  on  December  3,  1927,  to  Lillian  Hegarty, 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Driscoll)  He¬ 
garty,  both  natives  of  Staten  Island.  The  death  of 
Mr.  Hegarty  occurred  in  1926,  and  his  widow  now 
resides  in  West  Brighton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp¬ 
son  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Sally  Ann. 


WILLIAM  E.  DECKER — The  first  member  of 
this  Decker  family  to  come  to  America,  according 
to  record,  was  Johannus  de  Decker,  who  immigrated 
from  Holland  about  1650.  He  settled  in  New  Amster¬ 
dam,  later  known  as  Manhattan,  now  New  York,  and 
for  several  years  filled  various  offices  of  responsibility 
in  the  Dutch  colony.  He  was  one  of  Governor  Peter 
Stuyvesant’s  most  trusted  councilors  and  staunchest 
adherents,  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  New 
Amsterdam  to  the  English  he  was  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

The  conquest  and  the  resultant  taking  over  of  the 
colony  by  the  English  was  a  thorn  in  the  armor  of 
this  redoubtable  de  Decker.  Because  he  had  been 
actively  engaged  in  trying  to  infuse  the  spirit  of 
resistance  into  the  people  of  the  northern  portion  of 
the  colony  he  was  soon  banished  from  the  newly- 
named  province  of  New  York  by  order  of  the  British 
authorities. 

Whether  or  not  he  left  this  country  after  his  ban¬ 
ishment,  history  fails  to  record,  though  it  was  thought 
that  he  crossed  the  bay  and  settled  in  seclusion  on 
Staten  Island.  Another  probability  is  that  he  returned 
to  his  native  land  for  the  time  being  at  least,  until 
the  strife  had  subsided. 

However,  it  would  seem  that  he  was  the  original 
progenitor  of  the  Decker  family  on  Staten  Island. 


On  account  of  numerous  descendants  bearing  this 
surname  who  lived  here  in  close  proximity,  the  simi¬ 
larity  of  given  names,  frequent  intermarriage,  and 
the  lack  of  more  definite  information,  the  tracing  of 
the  Decker  genealogy  directly  back  to  Johannus  de 
Decker,  is  an  all  but  impossible  task.  It  is  well  to 
relate  here  the  findings  from  recent  research  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  Deckers  of  subsequent  times. 

The  name  of  de  Decker  again  came  to  the  fore  in 
the  personage  of  Mattheus  de  Decker,  first  thought 
to  be  a  grandson  of  Johannus.  An  early  Staten 
Island  history  relates  that  Mattheus  was  the  son  of 
Johannus  de  Decker,  but  after  a  careful  and  pains¬ 
taking  research  this  statement  is  found  to  be  incor¬ 
rect.  Mattheus  de  Decker  lived  here  several  years 
before  1700  and  at  the  time  was  one  of  the  Island’s 
oldest  inhabitants,  which  indicates  that  he  may  have 
come  from  Holland.  He  had  five  children,  all  of 
whom  were  born  between  1697  and  1715.  They  were 
John,  Abraham,  Elizabeth,  Mattheus,  and  Pieter. 

John  de  Decker,  the  son  of  the  first  Mattheus, 
married  Maria  Swaim,  and  they  had  one  daughter. 

Pieter  de  Decker  married  Susanna  Hetfell  (Hat¬ 
field)  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Maria, 
Johannes,  Susanna,  Sara,  Mattheus,  Eva,  and  Abra¬ 
ham. 

Johannes  de  Decker,  the  son  of  Pieter,  married 
Nanny  Merrill,  and  to  this  union  two  sons  were 
born :  Charles  and  Richard.  Charles  de  Decker,  son 
of  Johannes,  married  Lena  Swaim  and  they  had  a 
son,  Mattheus.  The  latter  married  and  had  a  son, 
Israel.  Richard  de  Decker,  known  as  “Colonel,”  was 
born  May  15,  1747,  and  died  May  26,  1817.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Wyntie  Merrill,  and  they  had  a  son  who  also 
bore  the  name  of  Richard. 

Again,  there  are  found  three  names  which  are 
similar  to  those  sons  of  the  first  Mattheus,  but  they 
appear  at  a  later  date.  They  are:  1.  John,  a  son  of 
John,  who  had  a  wife  named  Elizabeth  by  whom  there 
was  a  son,  Reuben,  born  August  6,  1766.  This  Reuben 
married  a  Mary  Swaim  on  July  25,  1790.  2.  Abraham 
had  a  wife,  Phoebe,  and  two  sons,  Noah  and  Charles. 
3.  Mattheus  made  his  will  April  26,  1787,  and  in  it 
he  mentions  his  wife,  Catherine,  and  children,  Mat¬ 
theus,  Margaret,  Elsie,  Elizabeth,  Ann  and  Catherine. 
(Some  time  during  or  before  this  period  the  prefix 
“de”  before  Decker  was  dropped,  old  tombstones 
recording  the  name  Decker.) 

In  the  late  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  one 
comes  upon  Matthias  (or  Mattheus)  Decker,  and  his 
son  was  John  M.  Because  of  similarity  of  the  name 
and  closeness  of  date,  Matthias  (or  Mattheus)  may 
have  been  the  son  of  Mattheus,  the  maker  of  the  will 
in  1787,  and  his  wife,  Catherine.  From  that  time  to 
the  present  (1930),  this  branch  of  the  Decker  an¬ 
cestral  line  is  authoritatively  correct. 

Matthias  (or  Mattheus)  Decker  lived  at  Bulls 
Head,  where  he  had  a  farm  and  where  he  engaged 
in  the  oyster  business  during  the  early  and  late 
months  of  the  year.  Tradition  claims  he  was  a  pow¬ 
erful  man,  a  skilled  oarsman,  and  at  times  rowed  a 
skiff  back  and  forth  across  the  bay  to  Manhattan. 

The  birth  of  John  M.  Decker,  son  of  Matthias 
Decker,  took  place  in  1787  in  the  vicinity  of  Bull’s 
Head.  His  tombstone,  which  is  located  in  the  New 
Springville  Cemetery  and  recorded  in  the  volume, 
“Homestead  Graves,”  gives  the  year  of  his  death  as 
1875.  He  owned  a  farm  at  Bull’s  Head  and  was  also 
the  possessor  of  land  in  Bloomfield.  He  was  a  well- 
to-do  man  for  his  time  and  an  inventory  of  his  estate 
shows  that  he  allotted  both  substantial  amounts  of 
cash  and  property,  real  and  personal,  to  his  sons, 
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daughters,  and  grandsons.  John  B.  Hillyer,  a  notary, 
made  this  inventory,  the  latter  being  well  versed  in 
such  matters. 

John  M.  Decker  was  an  early  member  of  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Church.  His  wife  was  Mary,  and 
to  their  union  there  were  eight  children:  John  A., 
Abraham  B.,  Daniel  C.,  David  D.,  Louisa,  Catherine, 
Mary  Ann,  and  Sarah. 

John  A.  Decker  was  born  about  1818  at  Bull’s 
Head,  now  Springville,  and  was  there  educated  in 
the  district  school.  He  followed  the  trade  of  a  car¬ 
penter,  was  an  oyster  fisherman  and  a  farmer  and 
for  a  period  kept  a  general  store  at  Bull’s  Head.  He 
was  well  liked  and  exceedingly  generous  to  his  neigh¬ 
bors,  but  lived  the  quiet  life  of  a  good  citizen  as 
there  is  no  record  of  any  political  office  being  held 
by  him.  He  died  at  the  age  of  about  eighty-four 
years.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Parker,  of  Granite- 
ville,  a  sister  of  Ephraim  and  John  Parker.  Two 
children  were  born  to  this  union :  John,  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  John  A.,  2d,  of  whom  further  mention 
is  made. 

John  A.  Decker,  2d,  was  born  at  Bull’s  Head  on 
October  30,  1846,  received  his  education  at  the  New 
Springville  district  school  and  followed  farming  as 
a  pursuit.  He  owned  land  at  Bloomfield  and  was 
known  as  one  of  the  early  market  gardeners  on  Staten 
Island  when  that  trade  was  comparatively  unknown. 
Previous  to  this  time  the  lands  about  were  all  known 
as  farms.  Mr.  Decker  built  a  home  at  Decker  Ave¬ 
nue  and  Bloomfield  Road  on  land  which  his  grand¬ 
father  had  willed  his  father  and  in  turn  he  had  pur¬ 
chased.  He  resided  there  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  a  man  of  the  utmost  integrity  and  family  de¬ 
votion,  but  one  who  cared  little  for  public  office  or 
renown.  Like  other  members  of  his  family  he  was 
a  Republican,  but  independent  in  his  choice  of  men 
best  suited  for  public  office. 

John  A.  Decker  married  Caroline  Blake,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Housman)  Blake, 
both  of  old  Staten  Island  stock,  whose  records  appear 
in  the  annals  of  Staten  Island’s  early  Colonial  his¬ 
tory.  By  this  union  there  were  two  sons,  George  B., 
and  William  E.,  of  this  review. 

William  E.  Decker  was  bom  December  18,  1865, 
at  Bull’s  Head.  For  his  education  he  attended  first 
the  district  schools  at  New  Springfield,  and,  later, 
when  his  parents  had  moved  to  their  new  home  in 
Bloomfield,  he  attended  the  schools  there.  He  then 
studied  privately  under  E.  Montieth  Eadie,  a  son  of 
the  well-known  Dr.  William  S.  Eadie.  During  his 
younger  years  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and 
later  went  into  the  6yster  seed  business  with  his 
brother,  George  B.  This  was  a  successful  venture  and 
in  time  they  owned  several  boats,  some  of  which  they 
hired  out  to  other  oyster  men.  They  plied  their  trade 
along  the  Arthur  Kill,  became  well  known  among 
those  engaged  in  this  business  and  were  instrumental 
in  passing  a  law  at  Albany  under  the  then  Governor 
Theodore  Roosevelt  to  protect  the  oyster  seed  in¬ 
dustry  in  the  Staten  Island  Sound  and  along  the 
Arthur  Kill. 

He  and  his  brother  were  the  authors  of  the  bill  in 
question  and  it  was  introduced  at  Albany  by  the  late 
Assemblyman  George  Metcalf.  The  measure  passed 
unanimously  before  each  of  the  legislative  bodies  in 
the  State  Assembly  and  Governor  Roosevelt  signed 
it  without  delay. 

During  early  times  it  was  customary  to  catch 
oyster  seed  with  oyster  rakes  and  tongs  operated  by 
hand.  Later,  oystermen  set  to  work  with  ingenuity 
and  with  light  dredges  scraped  the  oyster  beds  almost 


bare  and  this  made  it  impossible  for  the  oysters  to 
reseed  or  set  in  their  natural  way.  Though  this  in¬ 
vention  was  progressive,  nevertheless  agitation  among 
the  more  scrupulous  of  oystermen  resulted  in  the 
necessary  legislation  which  gave  protection  to  Staten 
Island  oyster  beds. 

Within  a  few  years  after  1900  William  Decker  and 
his  brother  closed  their  oyster  business  because  of  a 
sewage  annoyance  which  was  gradually  increasing  as 
time  went  on.  Subsequently,  they  entered  the  market 
gardening  and  fruit  growing  business  at  Chelsea  and 
Bloomfield.  After  purchasing  the  old  Van  Pelt  farm 
of  twenty  acres  at  Chelsea  and  retaining  the  use  of 
land  left  to  them  at  Bloomfield,  which  was  thirty-two 
acres  in  all,  they  also  leased  much  land  in  a  nearby 
district  and  were  producers  of  strawberries,  rasp¬ 
berries,  and  blackberries  together  with  vegetables  and 
other  produce. 

Besides  continuing  to  raise  produce,  the  Decker 
sons,  with  their  father,  came  to  own  a  large  herd  of 
cattle  for  dairying.  At  present,  however,  they  have 
turned  much  of  their  attention  to  the  valuable  real 
estate  holdings  owned  by  them  and  have  sold  some 
of  their  property  in  Chelsea.  Mr.  Decker  lives  at 
present  in  the  old  Decker  home  in  Chelsea,  a  com¬ 
munity  that  might  rightly  bear  the  name  of  Decker 
for  it  is  here  that  a  large  number  of  Deckers  have 
lived  for  at  least  a  hundred  years. 

Chelsea  is  a  quaint  little  settlement  which  dates 
back  to  very  early  times  when  such  families  as  the 
Pralls  and  Simonsons  together  with  other  families  of 
note  had  originally  settled  there.  On  this  river-bank 
town  along  which  are  wharves,  docks,  and  marine 
craft  of  modern  vintage  one  sees  vivid  contrasts  of 
early  times  with  the  present  day.  Here  also  one  sees 
on  land  several  of  the  Island’s  oldest  houses  which 
for  the  most  part  are  well  preserved;  and  here  at 
least  live  a  few  Decker  families  of  which  William 

E.  Decker  is  dean  of  the  settlement.  Mr.  Decker 
takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  general  affairs  of  modem 
times  as  he  has  in  past  history,  being  a  deep  reader 
of  such  subjects.  He  is  also  an  expert  in  sailing  and 
rowing  and  excels  with  rod  and  rifle. 

He  married  on  December  21,  1890,  at  Springville, 
Sarah  D.  Decker,  a  daughter  of  Oscar  L.  and  Phoebe 

F.  (Price)  Decker,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
the  Rev.  Harris  of  the  Asbury  Methodist  Church. 
The  Price  family  had  long  been  known  for  its  resi¬ 
dence  in  Long  Neck  and  Tottenville,  and  Mrs.  Decker 
herself  is  a  distant  kin  of  her  husband. 

They  have  one  son,  William  O.  Decker,  born  on 
December  15,  1891.  He  was  educated  in  a  public 
school  at  Linoleumville  and  has  been  engaged  for 
some  time  with  the  United  States  Gypsum  Company 
at  New  Brighton.  He  married  Helen  Degnan  of 
Bloomfield,  New  Jersey,  and  to  their  union  a  son, 
Oscar  L.,  was  born.  He  is  now  seventeen  years  of 
age  and  a  student  in  Port  Richmond  High  School. 


ALFRED  SPAULDING  DECKER— One  of  the 

many  representatives  of  the  Decker  family  on  Staten 
Island  at  the  present  time,  though  born  in  Manhat¬ 
tan,  is  a  member  of  that  branch  which  resided  orig¬ 
inally  in  New  Springville.  He  is  Alfred  S.  Decker, 
now  a  resident  of  Oakwood  Heights  and  the  occupant 
of  a  beautiful  home  in  that  pleasant  section  of  the 
island.  Previously  he  had  lived  in  Stapleton  for  some 
years  and  later  in  Westerleigh  and  for  years  he 
pursued  the  occupation  of  a  publisher  and  printer 
up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1925.  The  birth 
of  Albert  S.  Decker  occurred  July  29,  1863,  at  the 
family  home,  No.  3x4  West  Thirtieth  Street,  Manhat- 
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tan,  his  parents  being  Edmund  C.  and  Sarah  J.  (Vree- 
land)  Decker. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Abram  I. 
Decker,  well  known  in  Staten  Island  annals  as  a 
native  of  New  Springville,  a  farmer  and  an  oyster- 
man.  He  was  born  there  in  1805,  and  about  1830  or 
thereabouts  married  Catherine  Anne  Crocheron,  also 
of  an  old  Staten  Island  family.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Edmund  C.,  John  V.  R.  and 
Almond  C.,  who  later  fought  in  the  Civil  War.  The 
elder  Decker  died  in  January  of  1861,  his  widow  sub¬ 
sequently  marrying  Peter  Relyea.  The  latter  was 
one  of  a  corps  of  men  who  conducted  the  remains 
of  the  great  President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  through 
the  streets  of  New  York  after  the  assassin’s  bullet 
had  killed  him. 

Edmund  C.  Decker,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
October  7,  1834,  in  New  Springville,  where  a  large 
proportion  of  the  prominent  Staten  Island  Deckers 
were  seated.  After  receiving  an  adequate  schooling 
he  entered  the  general  provisions  business  in  New 
York  having  left  the  family  home  early  in  life  in 
order  to  establish  himself  in  an  undertaking  of  this 
nature.  The  rest  of  the  family,  however,  remained 
in  New  Springville  to  engage  in  farming.  After  serv¬ 
ing  some  time  in  the  occupation  of  a  merchant,  he 
became  a  partner  in  the  A.  S.  Spaulding  and  Com¬ 
pany  plant  located  at  No.  370  Eighth  Avenue,  New 
York.  Until  the  panic  of  1870  threw  business  into 
a  chaotic  state  he  remained  with  this  concern  before 
removing  to  Newark,  New  Jersey.  Returning  to  New 
York  he  became  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  endeavor 
that  he  had  formerly  favored,  but  in  1880  he  crossed 
the  harbor  to  Staten  Island  and  located  in  Travis- 
ville,  not  far  from  his  original  hearthside.  Here  he 
built  a  home  and  became  the  owner  of  a  general 
store  as  well  as  postmaster  in  this  small  village. 

Edmund  C.  Decker  married,  (first),  April  25,  i860, 
Sarah  J.  Vreeland.  She  was  likewise  of  old  Staten 
Island  stock  and  the  daughter  of  Israel  and  Sarah 
(Vroom)  Vreeland.  By  this  marriage  there  were  four 
children:  Alfred  S.,  our  subject;  Harry  K.,  Edmund 
C.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Sarah  J.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Isaac  Winant  of  Graniteville.  Following  the 
death  of  his  wife  in  1872,  the  elder  Edmund  C. 
Decker  married  (second)  Emma  J.  Decker  of  Travis- 
ville.  His  death  occurred  June  25,  1889. 

Alfred  S.  Decker  received  his  early  education  in 
New  York  where  he  attended  both  primary  and 
grammar  school.  The  former  school  was  situated 
on  Twenty-eighth  Street  while  the  latter  was  located 
on  Thirty-fifth  Street  when  that  section  of  the  city 
was  considered  an  outlying  district.  Manifesting  a 
desire  to  become  an  officer  aboard  a  seagoing  vessel, 
after  completing  his  grammar  school  training  young 
Decker  enrolled  at  “St.  Mary’s,”  known  as  the  New 
York  Nautical  School.  In  1880  he  graduated  from 
this  institution  having  passed  all  his  subjects  with 
high  marks.  Sails,  steering,  navigation,  seamanship 
and  courses  designed  to  aid  the  ship’s  petty  officer 
in  his  work  were  among  those  mastered  by  him. 
So  well  did  he  serve  in  this  that  he  received  a  Tiffany 
Bronze  Medal  for  seamanship. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  young  Decker  was  well 
fitted  for  the  life  of  a  sailor  which  he  believed  at 
that  time  would  constitute  his  life’s  work.  Two  years 
time  during  which  he  acted  as  Quartermaster  on 
board  steamers  of  the  Mallory  Line  which  plied  up 
and  down  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  sufficed  to  indicate 
to  him  the  desirability  of  entering  an  undertaking 
that  would  give  him  more  of  a  home  life.  After 
discontinuing  his  maritime  work  he  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  printing  business  as  one  of  his  former 


shipmates  had  become  the  proprietor  of  a  printing 
shop  in  Brooklyn.  He  remained  here  for  two  years, 
becoming  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  printing 
business  before  obtaining  a  position  with  A.  E. 
Chaesmer  and  Company,  printers,  at  No.  733  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York.  Later  he  took  charge  of  this  plant 
having  spent  eight  years  in  the  employment  of  this 
concern.  In  the  meantime  he  had  married  and  in 
September,  1887,  he  came  to  Staten  Island,  the  place 
of  his  forefathers,  to  reside  permanently. 

The  following  years  found  Mr.  Decker  laboring 
steadfastly  at  his  chosen  trade,  that  of  the  publish¬ 
ing  and  printing  business.  His  first  job  here  was 
with  “The  Staten  Island  Independent,”  a  local  news¬ 
paper  and  incidentally  this  also  became  his  last  job 
as  he  retired  from  active  business  in  1925.  The 
“Independent”  has  since  become  the  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough  Printing  and  Publishing  Company,  located  in 
Park  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  Mr.  Decker  was  one 
of  the  first  practical  printers  and  men  of  his  trade 
on  the  island. 

For  the  space  of  eleven  years'  Mr.  Decker  lived 
on  Prospect  Street,  Stapleton.  Then,  for  the  next 
seventeen  years  he  resided  in  Westerleigh  before 
becoming  an  inhabitant  of  Oakwood  Heights  in  1917. 
His  home,  which  besides  being  situated  in  one  of 
the  most  pleasant  communities  throughout  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough,  is  surrounded  by  spacious  grounds 
and  gardens,  and  is  located  at  No.  240  Guyon  Ave¬ 
nue. 

In  his  political  persuasion  Mr.  Decker  is  a  Jeffer¬ 
sonian  in  principle  and  believes  unwaveringly  in  the 
general  good  of  all  rather  than  the  partisanship  of 
one  or  a  few.  The  principles  of  the  Golden  Rule,  he 
believes,  should  apply  more  than  ever  to  modern 
civilization.  He  is  also  interested  in  civic  activities 
and  active  in  the  support  of  local  charitable  institu¬ 
tions.  Members  of  the  Decker  family  have  been 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order  for  years. 

The  marriage  of  Alfred  S.  Decker  took  place  Sep¬ 
tember  7,  1887  in  Stapleton  to  Ellen  M.  Anderson, 
a  native  of  Staten  Island  and  daughter  of  Isaac  J. 
and  Ellen  (Murphy)  Anderson.  Isaac  Anderson  was 
born  on  Staten  Island,  and  his  wife,  Ellen  (Murphy) 
Anderson  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  To  Alfred  S.  and 
Ellen  M.  (Anderson)  Decker  five  children  were  born: 
Edmund  I.,  Harold  K.,  Gertrude  M.,  Ralph  V.  R. 
and  Eunice  D.  G.  The  first  four  mentioned  were 
born  in  Stapleton;  the  last  in  Westerleigh.  They 
all  received  their  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
Curtis  High  School  before  attending  other  institu¬ 
tions.  Edmund  I.  Decker  married  Florence  Kerr,  of 
Union  City,  New  Jersey,  and  they  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Edna  L.  and  David  R. ;  Harold  K.  Decker 
married  Olive  Morgan  of  New  York;  Gertrude 
Decker  married  Richard  C.  Seybolt  of  Staten  Island 
and  they  have  one  child,  Gertrude  E.;  Ralph  V.  R. 
Decker  married  Grace  Keaney  of  Marlboro,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  James 
A.;  Eunice,  youngest  of  the  Decker  family,  married 
William  H.  Lea  of  this  borough  and  they  have 
one  child,  William  H.,  Jr. 


E.  O.  BORN — A  resident  of  Richmond  Borough 
for  nearly  twenty  years,  E.  O.  Born  is  actively 
engaged  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  a  Manhattan 
business  firm  which  is  engaged  in  the  sales  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  various  types  of  paper  used  in  commercial 
and  industrial  enterprises.  Of  German  nativity,  the 
first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was  his  grand¬ 
father  who  settled  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  1848, 
and  founded  the  firm  of  Herman  Born  and  Sons 
four  years  later.  This  business,  which  is  now  con- 
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ducted  by  Carl  H.  Born,  a  brother  of  our  local  resi¬ 
dent,  is  one  of  the  oldest  wagon  and  automobile  body 
manufacturing  enterprises  of  its  kind  in  Baltimore, 
having  been  continuous  in  its  operations  since  its 
founding. 

Mr.  Born  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Emma  Born,  and 
his  birth  occurred  in  Baltimore  on  January  13,  1896. 
After  graduation  from  the  public  schools  of  that 
city,  he  attended  the  Baltimore  Polytechnic  Institute 
and,  later,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  came  to  Staten 
Island  where  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  His  first 
employment  was  with  the  New  York  County  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  New  York,  as  assistant  manager  of  one 
its  departments.  In  April,  1917,  when  our  country 
entered  the  World  War,  he  enlisted  with  the  United 
States  Naval  Reserve  Corps  and  served  for  a  period 
of  eighteen  months.  After  his  honorable  discharge 
as  First  Class  Quartermaster,  in  December,  1918, 
he  became  employed  by  William  Schall  and  Company, 
importers  and  exporters,  of  New  York.  Later  he  was 
appointed  assistant  manager  of  their  branch  office  at 
San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  and  was  thus  occupied  until 
this  office  was  discontinued  in  1922.  He  then  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  business  in  Porto  Rico  as  a  manu¬ 
facturer’s  agent  and  remained  there  for  another  year. 
He  subsequently  returned  to  Staten  Island  and  next 
associated  himself  with  the  manufacturing  firm  of  O. 
Lindeman  and  Company  of  Manhattan.  Six  years 
later  in  1929,  he  entered  the  paper  business  as  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  Harry  J.  Fackiner,  Incor¬ 
porated,  in  which  office  he  now  serves. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Born  occurred  on  Staten 
Island,  October  23,  1920.  His  wife,  Miriam  De- 
jonge,  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  Edward  and 
Mathilda  (Schwedersky)  Dejonge,  the  former  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  prominent  Staten  Island  family  and  the  latter 
a  native  of  Germany. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Born  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Robert  Charles,  whose  birth  occurred  on  January  15, 
1924.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  353  Stanley 
Avenue. 


FRANK  H.  LANKFORD— Men  of  enviable 
capacity  and  patience  who  have  spent  a  large  share 
of  their  lives  in  the  arduous  study  and  work  that  is 
necessary  to  the  successful  furtherance  of  a  career 
as  an  engineer  and  developer,  are  not  uncommon 
within  Staten  Island’s  confines.  Gifted  with  a  heri¬ 
tage  founded  on  the  solid  principle  that  conscientious 
labor  was  the  means  of  attaining  a  goal,  these  men 
have  risen  to  a  position  of  respect  in  their  profession 
by  adherence  to  this  precept.  An  exemplification  of 
such  conduct  and  ambition  is  found  in  the  fulfillment 
of  a  career  as  an  engineer  in  the  person  of  Frank 
H.  Lankford,  now  engaged  in  this  capacity  with  the 
citv  of  New  York. 

Frank  H.  Lankford  was  born  June  20,  1875,  in  New¬ 
town,  County  Cork,  Ireland,  the  son  of  James  Lank¬ 
ford  and  Jane  (McMaster)  Lankford  of  that  town. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children  namely: 
Robert  E.,  now  deceased;  Helen,  Jenny,  Charles, 
James  E.,  Samuel  V.,  Frank,  of  whom  further,  and 
two  other  children  who  died  in  infancy.  Each  of  the 
nine  children  was  born  in  the  same  house  in  New¬ 
town. 

James  Lankford,  the  elder,  was  a  seafaring  man 
and  together  with  his  son,  Robert,  traveled  the  high 
seas  for  many  years  on  sailing  vessels  typical  of  the 
times.  The  only  two  members  of  the  Lankford  family 
who  came  to  America  were  Robert  and  the  subject 
of  this  review,  Robert  having  made  the  journey  at 
the  age  of  thirty  years  and  bringing  with  him  Frank 
H.,  who  at  that  time  was  in  his  fourteenth  year. 
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He  attended  the  same  public  school  that  the  former 
Governor,  Alfred  E.  Smith,  attended  in  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Lankford,  upon  coming  to  Staten  Island,  also 
attended  school  here  and  afterwards  entered  the 
employ  of  the  John  H.  Starin  Shipyards  Company 
in  West  Brighton.  He  was  paid  a  salary  of  three 
dollars  per  week  upon  beginning  his  work  with  this 
concern.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  here  for  five 
years,  finally  attaining  the  position  of  steam  engineer. 

In  1898,  with  the  coming  of  the  Spanish-American 
War  he  enlisted  and  saw  service  during  that  brief 
international  conflict  as  a  shipwright,  aboard  the 
United  States  Steamship  “Princeton.”  After  his 
honorable  discharge  he  gained  employment  in  the 
capacity  of  engineer  for  the  old  Staten  Island  Water 
Supply  Company,  a  privately-owned  concern  at  that 
time.  He  remained  at  this  occupation  until  his  mar¬ 
riage  in  1903. 

Mr.  Lankford  married  Catherine  Dalton,  of  Port 
Richmond,  the  ceremony  being  performed  at  St. 
Mary’s  Church  by  Father  Campbell.  To  this  union 
six  children  were  born.  They  were  Catherine  A., 
Robert  J.,  Frank  H.,  James  R.,  William  R.,  and 
Richard  J.  All  are  living  at  the  present  time. 

In  1906,  Mr.  Lankford  entered  the  service  of 
Babcock  and  Wilcox  Company,  as  erecting  engineer 
and  in  the  course  of  his  duties  he  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  throughout  the  United  States.  His  specific 
job  was  the  installing  of  numerous  types  of  water 
tube  boilers.  Among  the  large  firms  that  he  had 
occasion  to  visit  in  these  business  travels  were  the 
Western  Union  and  the  United  States  Express  com¬ 
panies  whose  New  York  City  buildings  were  equipped 
in  part  by  his  establishment.  He  was  also  occupied 
in  a  similar  manner  in  regard  to  the  outfitting  of  a 
large  number  of  buildings  of  equal  distinction  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  especially  the  Middle 
West. 

With  the  coming  of  the  war  Mr.  Lankford  aided 
materially  in  the  supervising,  constructing  and  plan¬ 
ning  work  pursued  at  the  Downey  Shipyards  Com¬ 
pany  at  Shooter’s  Island.  He  was  so  thoroughly 
informed  in  such  matters  that  during  much  of  the 
wartime  period  he  aided  the  Atlantic  Coast  Ship¬ 
building  Corporation  in  New  Hampshire,  remaining 
there  until  the  conflict  had  come  to  an  end. 

He  then  entered  the  Department  of  Plant  and 
Structures  of  the  City  of  New  York  as  a  boiler 
expert  in  the  engineering  department  and  has  re¬ 
mained  in  this  position  to  the  present  time. 

His  first  wife,  Mrs.  Catherine  (Dalton)  Lankford, 
died  in  1922.  In  1924  his  second  marriage  took  place, 
Elizabeth  Mulhall,  of  New  York  City,  becoming 
his  wife.  Mr.  Lankford  is  of  the  Catholic  faith. 
From  time  to  time  he  has  aided  in  the  work  carried 
on  by  charitable  enterprises  throughout  Staten  Island 
and  elsewhere  and  has  helped  generously  in  civic 
drives.  His  home  is  located  at  No.  128  Harrison 
Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

GEORGE  KNOX  NORTH— The  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  North,  Allison  and  Ettlinger,  con¬ 
sulting  engineers  and  city  surveyors,  is  George  K. 
North,  a  representative  of  a  family  seated  in 
America  since  1635-  He  is  of  the  ninth  generation 
of  the  family  in  this  country  and  has  been  a  resident 
of  Staten  Island  since  1905. 

The  family  of  North  is  of  English  descent,  prob¬ 
ably  native  to  Yorkshire,  for  there  is  record  of  one, 
John  North,  who  was  of  the  parish  of  Rotherham  in 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  Family  annals  definitely 
state,  however,  that  John  North,  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America,  was  born  in  1615  and  sailed  from 


358 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


London  at  the  age  of  twenty.  After  crossing  the 
ocean  in  the  good  ship  “Susan  and  Ellen,”  he  landed 
at  Boston,  April  16,  1635,  in  the  company  of  a  number 
of  fellow-voyagers,  many  of  whom  became  the 
founders  of  sturdy  New  England  families  so  inti¬ 
mately  connected  with  the  development  of  the  colonies 
and  the  United  States. 

It  is  certain  that  John  North  first  settled  in  the 
town  of  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  for  in  the  list  of 
proprietors  there  in  1637  appears  the  name,  “John 
Northe.”  The  following  year  there  is  mention  in  the 
Ipswich  town  records  of  a  grant  of  “three  acres  of 
land  lying  near  the  Reedy  marsh.”  On  July  7,  1646, 
John  North  sold  a  house  and  lot  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  to  Robert  Kinsman,  and  it  is  evident  that 
this  transaction  came  preparatory  to  his  removal  to 
Connecticut,  for  at  that  time  there  began  a  consider¬ 
able  migration  westward  and  southward.  There  is 
no  further  record  of  John  North  until  1652,  when  his 
name  appears  in  the  Hartford  County  Church  rec¬ 
ords.  There  is,  however,  no  indication  that  he  ever 
lived  in  Hartford  City  as  did  most  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Farmington. 

The  remainder  of  John  North’s  life  follows  in 
brief.  He  purchased,  in  the  year  1653,  in  Farming- 
ton,  Connecticut  (according  to  local  land  records),  a 
house  and  three-quarters  of  an  acre  of  land.  Con¬ 
cerning  his  marriage  (or  marriages),  there  is  belief 
in  some  quarters  that  he  was  twice  married;  other 
family  historians  dispute  this  claim.  Most  records, 
however,  state  that  his  wife  was  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Bird,  and  this  is  generally  accepted.  John 
North  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Farmington 
Church,  which  the  latter  joined  in  1656,  and  John 
was  made  a  freeman  of  Connecticut,  May  21,  1657. 
His  death  occurred  early  in  1691  or  1692,  aged 
seventy-six  years  and  he  was  probably  buried  in 
Farmington,  though  his  grave  cannot  be  found.  His 
will  was  taken  on  February  12,  1692,  by  John  Thomp¬ 
son,  Sr.,  and  John  Orton.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
following  children:  John,  Samuel,  Mary,  Thomas, 
Sarah,  Nathaniel,  Lydia,  and  Joseph. 

Thomas  North,  fourth  child  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Bird)  North,  was  born  in  1649,  and  died  at  North- 
ington,  now  Avon,  in  1712,  aged  sixty-three.  He  mar¬ 
ried  in  1669  Hannah  Newell,  born  in  1656.  died  No¬ 
vember  4,  1757,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca 
(Olmstead)  Newell.  (If  the  dates  are  correctly 
given,  according  to  record,  she  was  married  at  the 
age  of  thirteen,  was  the  mother  of  two  sons  at  sev¬ 
enteen,  and  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  one.)  Both 
she  and  her  husband  were  church  members.  Thomas 
North  enlisted  under  Captain  Henchman  in  King 
Philip’s  War,  was  stationed  with  Connecticut  troops 
in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  in  1675,  and  was  with  the 
Garrison  at  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  in  the  summer  of 
1676  (Soldiers  in  King  Philip’s  War).  In  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  military  service  he  received  a  grant  of 
land  in  Avon,  and  served  in  later  years  as  a  mag¬ 
istrate  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  His  ten  chil¬ 
dren  were:  John,  Thomas,  Hannah,  Nathaniel,  Mary, 
Joseph,  Rebecca,  Lydia,  Sarah,  and  Ebenezer. 

Thomas,  second  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Newell)  North,  was  born  at  Farmington  in  1673; 
died  at  Christian  Lane  (now  Berlin),  March  2,  1724 
or  1725.  He  married  on  December  1,  1698,  Martha 
Roys  (spelled  also  Ryce),  born  June  1,  1679,  and  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Lathrop)  Roys. 
After  her  death  he  married  her  cousin,  Mary  Roys, 
who  died  at  Northington.  Thomas  North  was  a  man 
of  wealth  and  influence;  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  the 
original  Congregational  Church  of  Kensington, 


formed  in  1712,  and  lived  near  the  Seymour  Stockade 
in  Christian  Lane  (in  either  Kensington  or  Farming- 
ton).  His  children  were:  Martha,  Isaac,  Thomas, 
James,  Sarah,  Joseph  Woodford,  Samuel,  Joseph,  and 
Hannah. 

Of  the  fourth  generation,  Captain  Thomas  North, 
second  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Roys)  North, 
was  born  at  Berlin,  Connecticut,  October  27,  1705. 
His  wife’s  first  name  was  Elizabeth,  her  surname, 
unknown.  In  1743  he  removed  from  the  town  of 
Wethersfield  to  Sharon,  where  he  lived  for  ten  years 
and  became  one  of  the  first  proprietors  of  the  iron 
works  situated  in  the  Hollow.  The  Colonial  Assem¬ 
bly  elected  him  ensign  and  later  captain  of  the  train 
band  for  the  town  of  Sharon.  He  was  a  selectman  of 
this  town  for  many  years.  In  1753  he  went  into  the 
western  wilderness  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York, 
settling  in  the  Little  Nine  Partners  grant,  now  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  towns  of  Pine  Plains  and  Milan,  where 
his  three  youngest  children  were  born.  His  children 
were:  Elizabeth,  Ruth,  Thomas,  Daniel,  Benjamin, 
and  Samuel. 

Samuel,  the  youngest  son,  was  born  September  20. 
1751,  probably  at  Little  Nine  Partners.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Avery,  and  lived  in  his  native  village  until 
some  time  before  the  Revolutionary  War,  when  he 
removed  to  Marbletown,  Ulster  County,  New  York. 
Here  he  bought  and  cleared  a  large  farm  and  en¬ 
listed  in  the  American  Revolutionary  Army.  (N.  Y. 
State  Records).  His  death  occurred  in  Marbletown, 
July  7,  1820.  His  children  were:  Polly,  John  S., 
Katy,  Benjamin,  William,  Daniel,  Rachel,  Samuel, 
Sally,  and  Robert. 

Benjamin,  of  the  sixth  generation  in  this  country, 
was  born  probably  at  Olive,  Ulster  County,  New 
York,  March  1,  1779.  His  wife  was  Hannah  Mosier, 
born  August  13,  1778,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Mosier. 
He  lived  for  some  years  in  Olive,  and  during  the 
War  of  1812  served  in  Captain  Louis  Bevier’s  com¬ 
pany  (according  to  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Pensions).  He 
removed  to  Lodi,  Washtenaw  County,  Michigan, 
about  1840  and  died  there  October  20,  1848.  His 
children  were :  Lewis,  Zachariah  Mosier,  George, 
James,  Daniel  B.,  Sarah,  Eliza,  William  Case,  Cath¬ 
erine,  John  M.,  and  Wilmot. 

Zachariah  Mosier  North,  grandfather  of  George 
K.  North,  was  born  in  Olive,  October  10,  1806,  died 
November  16,  1881.  He  married  on  October  7,  1830, 
Lucy  Abbey,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
(North)  Abbey,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Daniel 
North.  She  was  born  December  3,  1811,  died  at 
Rondout,  New  York,  April  2,  1888,  and  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  John  Knox,  the  Scotch  re¬ 
former,  and  a  sister  of  the  poet,  Henry  Abbey. 
Zachariah  Mosier  and  Lucy  (Abbey)  North  had  the 
following  children :  Walter  C.,  Alonzo,  Edgar,  who 
was  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  the  Civil  War, 
Margaret  Mary,  Caroline  A.,  Mary  A.,  George,  David 
Abbey,  Maurice  De  Camp  Crawford,  and  Frederick. 

Maurice  De  Camp  Crawford  North,  youngest  son 
of  Zachariah  Mosier  North,  was  born  at  Olive,  New 
York,  March  29,  1846,  and  married  January  28, 
1875,  Ina  Houghtaling.  He  resided  at  Rondout,  near 
Kingston,  New  York.  His  children  are  given  as 
follows:  1.  Edgar  Mosier,  born  November  16,  1875, 
died  October  18,  1918.  He  married  February  18,  1896, 
Ina  Washburn,  and  their  daughter  was  Mildred  H., 
born  January  1,  1897,  died  May  4,  1897.  2.  Arthur 
Peterson,  born  September  5,  1878,  died  October  28, 
1883.  3.  Lucy  Abbey,  born  September  25,  1880,  died 
November  4,  1911.  4.  George  Knox,  of  whom  further. 
5.  Eleanore  Martin,  bom  December  9,  1887.  6.  Wil- 
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ham,  born  May  24,  1892;  married  on  June  28,  1919, 
Lucy  Stamper.  During  the  World  War  he  was  a 
first  sergeant  in  the  nth  Engineers,  United  States 
Army.  7.  David  Abbey,  born  July  2,  1895,  became  a 
first  class  seaman  in  the  United  States  Army  during 
the  World  War.  8.  Verna  Houghtaling,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1898,  during  the  World  War  was  a  first 
class  Yeoman  in  the  United  States,  N.  R.  9.  Sarah 
Catherine,  was  born  August  5,  1903. 

George  Knox  North,  third  son  of  Maurice  De 
Camp  Crawford  and  Ina  (Houghtaling)  North,  was 
born  at  Rondout,  New  York,  on  March  25,  1883.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  after  which  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Edwin  C.  Swezey  of  that  city  where  he 
commenced  the  study  of  engineering.  He  continued 
there  until  1904  when  he  went  with  the  Board  of 
the  Acqueduct  Commission,  Katonah,  New  York.  In 
1905  he  became  assistant  engineer  in  the  Topographi¬ 
cal  Bureau  of  the  borough  of  Richmond,  a  post  which 
he  held  until  I9i7>  At  present  he  is  the  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  North,  Allison  and  Ettlinger  of 
St.  George,  leaders  of  their  profession  in  Richmond 
County  who  have  had  to  date  many  important  as¬ 
signments  in  engineering  projects  in  this  district  and 
adjacent  territory. 

Mr.  North  is  a  member  of  several  local  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  Professional  Engineers  and  Land 
Surveyors,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Associate 
Member  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board. 

£rS  ifalernal  a®Ilatlon  is  with  Richmond  Lodge 
No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Tyrian  Chapter 
Empire  Comm^dery  No.  66,  Knights  Templar  and 
Manhattan  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine. 

George  Knox  North  married  on  March  4,  190=; 
Edna  Marion  Baile,  daughter  of  William  Hunter 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Baile,  and  they  be- 
came  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  1.  Mau- 
rice  De  Camp  Crawford,  born  November  12,  1906  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  University,  class  1928.  2.  George 
Knox,  Jr  born  April  26,  1907,  died  October  18, 
I9!8.  3.  David  Bade,  born  December  21,  ign  is 
attending  school  in  New  Hampton,  New  Hampshire. 


J^CHARD  F.  NAUSE — Heading  an  enterprise 
which  is  an  addition  to  the  beauty  of  the  community, 
Richard  F.  Nause  is  the  proprietor  and  owner  of 
Roseville  s  modern  florist  shop.  In  addition  to  this 
he  operates  a  large  wholesale  business  dealing  in  the 
products  of  horticulture.  Mr.  Nause  has  been  an 
energetic  member  of  this  community  ever  since  he 
came  here  some  years  ago.  He  directs  a  wholesale 
and  retail  florist  business  which  is  renowned  through¬ 
out  the  island,  having  a  reputation  for  flowers  and 
plants  of  the  freshest  quality  and  most  beautiful 
development,  besides  the  highest  type  accessories  con¬ 
nected  with  a  progressive  horticultural  business.  Mr. 
Nause  is  an  expert  in  his  line  and  his  nurseries  and 
greenhouses  are  conducted  on  the  most  scientific  basis 
being  an  asset  to  the  community  that  they  serve. 
His  retail  shop  is  a  place  of  beauty  in  the  Roseville 
district. 

Mr.  Nause  was  born  in  Germany,  September  2, 
1882,  son  of  Andreas  and  Maria  (Brandes)  Nause, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  He  was  educated  in  the 
technical  and  horticultural  schools  of  Germany,  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1911  with  his  brother,  settling 
at  Astoria,  Long  Island,  where  they  became  assistants 
in  a  floral  establishment.  His  brother  is  now  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  in  Florida. 

Richard  F.  Nause  worked  steadily  and  familiarized 


himself  thoroughly  with  the  technique  of  American 
horticulture,  and  with  his  brother,  came  to  Staten 
Island  where  they  established  a  greenhouse  and  floral 
business  which  has  since  grown  to  such  splendid  pro¬ 
portions.  Mr.  Nause  has  also  directed  some  of  his 
activities  toward  real  estate  improvements  and  is  the 
builder  and  owner  of  six  buildings  in  the  business 
district  of  Eltingville.  He  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
business  men  of  this  vicinity  and  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  advance  he  has  made  when  the  fact  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  he  came  to  this  country  with  only  the 
advantages  of  his  technical  training  and  a  determined 
ambition  to  succeed.  In  the  associations  connected 
with  his  professional  work  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Horticultural  Society,  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  and  Ornamental  Horticulturists,  the  Florists 
Telegraphic  Delivery  Association,  and  the  New  York 
Florists  Club.  Mr.  Nause  is  prominent  in  fraternal 
circles,  being  identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Knights  Templar  Commandery,  the  Forest¬ 
ers,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  assisting  civic  progress, 
he  is  prominent  as  a  member  of  Tottenville  Board 
of  Trade,  and  the  Lions  Club.  His  social  connec¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Prince  Bay  Yacht  Club  and  the 
Prince  Bay  Country  Club,  together  with  various 
other  recreational  associations.  In  his  youth,  he 
served  two  years  in  the  military  service  of  his  native 
country. 

Richard  F.  Nause  married,  July  29,  1921,  Ottilie 
Papendick,  of  Passaic,  New  Jersey.  The  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  located  at  No.  1275  Woodrow  Road,  Rose¬ 
ville. 


FRED  A.  BROWN— With  the  advancement  of 
Staten  Island  in  an  industrial  sense,  the  Procter  and 
Gamble  Company,  at  Port  Ivory,  has  taken  a  signifi¬ 
cant  part.  This  establishment,  founded  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  has  developed  rapidly  under 
a  sound  management,  its  district  superintendent  being 
Fred  A.  Brown.  His  activities  have  also  extended  to 
works  of  a  public  interest  and  consequence  in  this 
borough.  Mr.  Brown  is  of  English  and  German  de¬ 
scent,  the  first  representative  of  his  family  in 
America  having  been  his  paternal  grandfather,  who 
was  a  native  of  Germany.  The  family  was  located 
in  Covington,  Kentucky,  as  early  as  1850,  and  it  was 
in  that  city  that  Mr.  Brown’s  parents  resided.  They 
were  Fred  and  Mary  E.  (Lavercombe)  Brown,  the 
former  a  lumber  manufacturer,  who  was  interested  in 
a  large  firm  in  Covington.  His  death  came  on  De¬ 
cember  11,  1928.  Mrs.  Brown  survives  her  husband 
and  lives  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Fred  A.  Brown  was  born  May  8,  1891,  in  Coving¬ 
ton,  where  his  grammar  school  education  was  ob¬ 
tained.  He  attended  Hartwell  High  School  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  and  in  1909  found  employment  with  a  manu¬ 
facturing  concern  in  that  city.  After  severing  this 
connection  he  was  variously  engaged  until  1914,  the 
year  that  marked  the  beginning  of  his  association 
with  the  Procter  and  Gamble  Company.  He  began 
work  as  a  routine  analyst  in  the  chemical  labora¬ 
tories  of  that  plant,  but  in  the  following  year  became 
a  clerk  in  the  purchasing  department.  In  1917  came 
his  appointment  as  a  departmental  foreman  in  the 
hydrogenation  department,  which  was  followed  in 
turn  by  a  year’s  training  in  the  general  manufactur¬ 
ing  line.  This  experience  completed,  he  was  desig¬ 
nated  superintendent  of  the  branch  factory  located 
at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  remaining  there  until  1921, 
when  his  return  to  general  headquarters  at  Ivory- 
dale,  near  Cincinnati,  was  effected.  Two  years  of 
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further  service  here  sufficed  to  equip  him  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  managerial  responsibility  within  the 
concern.  Consequently,  in  January,  1923,  Mr.  Brown 
was  made  superintendent  of  the  Procter  and  Gamble 
plant  at  Port  Ivory,  Staten  Island.  After  returning 
to  Ivorydale  in  1925,  he  continued  there  until  the 
spring  of  1927,  when  the  supervision  of  the  Staten 
Island  plant  was  again  placed  under  his  care.  In 
this  capacity  he  remains  at  the  present  time. 

The  history  of  the  Port  Ivory  branch,  founded  in 
1906  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  the  company’s 
Eastern  territory  and  export  trade  via  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  is  one  of  splendid  achievement  on  Staten 
Island.  In  December  of  that  year  the  first  soap  was 
manufactured  here  and  since  that  time  the  company’s 
growth  has  been  steady  until  now  rivals  in  size  and 
production  the  parent  plant  at  Ivorydale.  Their  local 
property  covers  approximately  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  ground,  has  a  floor  space  of  more  than  one 
million  square  feet  and  employs  normally  sixteen 
hundred  persons.  The  last-named  item  is  of  special 
importance  to  Staten  Island  residents,  many  of  whom 
have  been  employed  here  continuously  since  its  be¬ 
ginning.  The  company  has  acquired  a  staff  of  indus¬ 
trial  experts  and  skilled  workers  who  serve  loyally 
under  Mr.  Brown’s  capable  supervision. 

Mr.  Brown  is  identified  with  organizations  allied 
with  his  business  interests,  those  of  local  importance 
being  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  Staten  Island  Kiwanis  Club.  A  manifestation  of 
his  support  of  civic  and  patriotic  movements  in  this 
borough  is  evidenced  in  his  association  with  the 
Staten  Island  Council  of  Boy  Scouts,  wherein  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Council,  Boy  Scout 
Foundation,  and  his  connection  with  the  Staten 
Island  Social  Service,  of  which  he  is  a  director.  As 
a  resident  of  Cincinnati  during  the  World  War,  he 
was  active  in  Liberty  Loan  work.  Socially,  his  prin¬ 
cipal  affiliation  is  with  the  Richmond  County  Coun¬ 
try  Club. 

Fred  A.  Brown  married,  on  June  5,  1912,  Grace 
Warner,  daughter  of  William  Warren  and  Kathryn 
(Atkins)  Warner,  of  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Warner  is  a 
retired  carriage  manufacturer  of  that  city.  Like  her 
husband,  Mrs.  Brown  is  active  in  civic  and  social 
movements,  particularly  in  the  district  in  which  she 
resides. 

Fred  A.  and  Grace  (Warner)  Brown  are  the  par- 
rents  of  a  daughter  and  son:  Ann  Louise,  born  June 
9>  1913;  and  William  Warner,  born  October  5,  1914. 
Both  are  students  at  the  Staten  Island  Academy.  The 
Brown  residence  is  at  No.  148  Cassidy  Place,  New 
Brighton. 


SAMUEL  GROSS — The  story  of  the  life  and 
establishment  of  our  subject  in  a  sound  business 
enterprise  is  a  tale  of  perseverance  and  thorough 
application  of  sensible  methods,  of  triumph  after 
failure  and  repeated  struggle.  The  firm  “The  Stanly 
Style  Shops,  Incorporated,”  a  chain  of  stores  headed 
by  Mr.  Gross,  have  come  to  be  known  as  an  institu¬ 
tion  in  the  business  life  of  Staten  Island,  as  well 
as  in  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island  where  branches 
of  the  company  are  to  be  found. 

Mr.  Gross’s  success  in  this  enterprise  is  perhaps 
the  more  startling  when  one  considers  that  he  came 
from  Hungary  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  without  re¬ 
sources  or  friends,  knowing  no  English,  unfamiliar 
with  American  business  procedure — in  short,  with 
all  the  odds  against  him.  He  was  born  in  Austria- 
Hungary,  April  23,  1865,  son  of  Samuel  and  Bertha 
(Himmel)  Gross.  Early  in  1914,  he  came  to  the 


United  States,  where  he  became  employed  in  a 
restaurant  in  New  York,  a  position  which  he  held 
for  a  short  time.  Then  he  met  a  boy  whom  he  had 
known  in  his  native  land,  and  was  persuaded  by 
the  young  friend  to  accept  employment  in  a  doll 
factory;  but,  not  caring  for  this  type  of  work,  he 
continued  it  for  only  two  weeks.  He  had  acquired 
some  experience  in  merchandising  in  the  Old  World, 
for  both  his  father  and  grandfather  were  successful 
merchants  in  Hungary.  His  father  died  shortly  after 
the  World  War  without  ever  having  come  to  the 
United  States,  so  that  the  son  was  unable  to  acquire 
further  knowledge  of  business  methods  from  his  fam¬ 
ily.  Somewhat  familiar  with  the  operation  of  window¬ 
trimming,  which  he  had  performed  in  the  Old  World, 
he  obtained  work  in  New  York  as  window-trimmer 
in  a  5,-io-and-25-cent  store,  after  having  seen  an 
advertisement  in  a  newspaper.  His  salary  then  (1915) 
was  seven  dollars  a  week.  As  soon  as  he  learned 
enough  of  the  English  language,  his  employer  made 
him,  in  about  six  months,  manager  of  one  of  the 
stores  in  Corona,  Long  Island.  After  a  year  as  man¬ 
ager  of  the  store,  Mr.  Gross  had  saved  two  hundred 
dollars;  and  he  determined  then  to  go  into  the  5-,  10- 
and-25-cent  store  business  for  himself,  taking  with 
him  a  partner  who  had  eight  hundred  dollars  capital. 
After  the  business  got  well  under  way,  the  partner  was 
married,  and  bought  out  Mr.  Gross’s  share  of  the 
business,  which,  by  the  way,  was  sold  at  a  considerable 
profit.  Then  Mr.  Gross  became  a  traveling  salesman 
in  the  territories  of  New  Jersey,  Long  Island,  Brook¬ 
lyn  and  Staten  Island.  As  soon  as  he  began  to  travel 
on  Staten  Island,  he  recognized  the  need  here  of 
a  5-,io-and-25-cent  store;  but,  not  being  at  that 
time  in  a  position  financially  to  organize  such  a 
store  on  a  large  scale,  he  preferred  to  open  tempo¬ 
rarily  in  New  York  City  a  women’s  specialty  shop, 
which  he  conducted  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  sold  the  lease  and  good  will  at  a  neat  profit. 
He  became  engaged,  thereupon,  in  the  same  line  of 
business  in  the  Bronx,  where  he  remained  for  a  year 
until  his  store  burned  down  and  he  lost  all  his 
investment.  After  he  paid  his  creditors,  he  did  not 
have  a  cent  left;  but,  never  disheartened  by  adversity, 
he  went  West  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  as  manager 
of  a  large  department  store’s  children’s  apparel  depart¬ 
ment.  After  a  year’s  work,  he  saved  money,  went  to 
Chicago  to  investigate  conditions,  but  having  no 
credit  there  returned  to  New  York  City.  Not  desir¬ 
ing  at  that  time  to  risk  the  capital  that  he  had 
acquired  by  hard  work,  he  again  became  a  salesman, 
and  in  his  spare  moments  bought  out  store  stocks 
and  auctioned  them.  He  continued  these  two  types 
of  work  for  a  while,  until  at  length  he  went  to  Perth 
Amboy,  New  Jersey,  bought  a  store  which  thereto¬ 
fore  had  done  a  business  of  only  seventy-five  dollars 
weekly,  and  at  once  determined  to  put  it  on  a  sound 
business  basis  by  introducing  modern  live  methods. 
Within  a  year,  it  was  earning  one  hundred  dollars 
a  week  and,  encouraged  by  success  and  never  forget¬ 
ting  Staten  Island,  always  watching  for  a  good  busi¬ 
ness  site  here,  he  effected,  at  length,  a  good  trans¬ 
action  with  local  real  estate  interests,  and  acquired 
the  store  at  No.  88  Canal  Street,  Stapleton.  Although 
he  opened  this  store  at  a  time  when  business  con¬ 
ditions  were  by  no  means  at  their  best,  he  intro¬ 
duced  the  same  modern  methods  that  he  had  employed 
in  New  Jersey,  with  the  result  that  after  three  years 
in  Stapleton  he  tripled  the  size  of  the  store  and  the 
volume  of  business.  Then  he  branched  out  further, 
acquiring  a  third  store,  this  one  being  situated  on 
Castleton  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton,  where  he 
also  has  been  greeted  with  success.  The  three  stores 
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conducted  by  him,  were  widely  known  throughout 
Staten  Island  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Perth 
Amboy,  New  Jersey,  as  the  “G  and  Z  Grand  Stores.” 
In  July,  1928,  he  went  to  Flushing,  Long  Island, 
and  purchased  the  controlling  interests  of  the  Gaus- 
sack  Stores,  women’s  apparel  shops,  with  stores  in 
Flushing  and  Corona.  The  business  name  was 
changed  to  the  Stanly  Style  Shops,  Incorporated. 
Additional  stores  were  established  at  Perth  Amboy, 
and  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  and  at  Stapleton  and 
Port  Richmond.  The  business  succeeded  and  accord¬ 
ingly  in  November,  1928,  Mr.  Gross  sold  the  G  and 
Z  Grand  Stores,  so  that  he  could  devote  his  entire 
time  to  his.  new  enterprise.  Aside  from  his  own  mer¬ 
cantile  activities,  he  has  taken,  especially  in  recent 
years,  a  considerable  interest  in  business  conditions 
generally;  and  is.  ever  insistent  that  merchants  should 
adopt  lofty  principles  by  which  to  guide  their  actions, 
and  that  they  should  give  their  customers  a  “square 
deal.”  He  also  has  come  to  believe,  as  a  result  of  his 
own  experiences,  that  modern  aggressive  methods  are 
the.  only  sound  ones;  and,  as  an  example  of  this 
belief,  he  frequently  sells  articles,  during  special 
“sales,”  at  figures  considerably  below  cost,  charging 
off  the  loss  to  advertising  expenses  and  making  up 
for  it  in  other  ways.  He  is  convinced  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  institutions  of  a  town  or  community  should  be 
centralized  in  one  district,  and  that  no  other  prin¬ 
ciple  than  free  competition  is  economically  sound. 
Mr.  Gross  participates  otherwise  in  the  life  of  his 
community  through  membership  in  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  finds  his  knowledge 
of  the  languages  of  Central  Europe  especially  valu¬ 
able  in  his  work,  in  that  it  provides  wider  contacts 
with  the  public;  he  speaks  Hungarian,  Polish,  Slavic, 
German,  Jewish  and  English. 

Mr.  Gross  married  in  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  Irene  Spitz,  daughter  of  David  and  Ima  Spitz. 
They  have  one  child,  Samuel,  Jr.  Mr.  Gross’s  mother 
is  still  living  in  Hungary. 


WILLIAM  HECHLER — A  former  resident  of 
Stapleton,  who  lived  on  Staten  Island  for  the  larger 
part  of  his  lifetime  and  was  associated  for  more 
than  thirty  years  with  the  George  Bechtel  Brewing 
Company,  was  the  late  William  Hechler.  He  was 
the  father  of  a  family  which  is  well  represented  on 
Staten  Island  at  the  present  day. 

The  birth  of  William  Hechler  occurred  October 
13,  1835  in  Friedberg,  Germany,  his  parents  hav¬ 
ing  been  Wilhelm  and  Fredericka  Hechler.  The 
elder  Hechlers,  who  were  both  of  old  and  well-known 
German  families  were  firm  but  considerate  parents, 
fully  alive  to  their  responsibilities  as  such  and  re¬ 
spected  as  earnest  and  intelligent  citizens. 

Their  son,  William,  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  schools  of  his  native  township.  In  his 
early  studies,  particularly  during  the  latter  part  or 
his  elementary  school  training,  he  developed  a  lik¬ 
ing  for  work  of  a  scientific  nature  though  he  was 
generally  proficient  in  all  his  courses.  Cherishing  a 
desire  to  receive  a  specialized  training  as  a  chemist 
he  entered  Friedberg  University  in  his  home  town 
and  was  graduated  from  this  seat  of  learning  with 
high  honors.  He  forthwith  qualified  for  the  position 
of  brew  master  in  a  large  factory,  his  duties  making 
it  dependent  upon  him  for  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
chemistry.  In  fact,  those  who  pursued  this  occupa¬ 
tion  were  aptly  listed  as  belonging  to  the  professional 
class.  In  the  years  that  followed  he  became  con¬ 
nected  in  a  similar  capacity  with  other  brewing  fac¬ 


tories  including  many  of  the  more  famous  ones  in  the 
country. 

However,  it  came  to  be  Mr.  Hechler’s  belief  that 
he  could  make  greater  economic  headway  in  America. 
Consequently,  in  1862  he  sailed  from  the  Fatherland 
to  the  United  States  and  upon  his  arrival  here  settled 
in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  He  remained  here  but 
one  year  before  coming  to  New  York  city  to  pursue 
his  profession  and  receive,  in  a  fair  measure,  the 
benefits  of  his  knowledge  and  experience. 

He  became  employed  in  1896  as  chief  chemist  and 
brew  master,  by  the  George  Bechtel  Brewing  Com¬ 
pany  located  at  Stapleton.  He  thus  began  a  long 
service,  characterized  chiefly  by  unflagging  loyalty 
and  industry,  that  was  to  last  for  thirty-two  years. 
During  this  period  there  were  many  times  when  his 
foresight  and  unselfish  aid  was  of  considerable  avail 
to  the  establishment.  At  one  time  when  ill  fortune 
and  a  none  too  reassuring  prospect  for  success  seemed 
to  have  descended  upon  the  plant  and  its  owners  he 
loaned  Mr.  Bechtel  a  large  share  of  his  resources. 
This  aid  was  timely  and  served  to  maintain  the 
business  on  its  usual  creditable  basis. 

Outside  of  his  activities  in  pursuing  his  calling  Mr. 
Hechler  was  chiefly  devoted  to  his  home  and  family. 
Much  of  the  love  of  a  happy  home  life  had  been 
implanted  within  him  in  his  home  land  and  he  was 
able  to  recreate  and  enjoy  such  a  relation  here.  In 
the  Directory  of  1882  he  was  listed  as  residing  at 
No.  129  St.  Paul’s  Avenue,  Stapleton. 

Mr.  Hechler’s  life,  in  essence,  was  a  quiet,  unosten¬ 
tatious  one,  though  his  interest  in  public  affairs  was 
ever  keen.  Civic  betterment  programs,  especially 
those  relating  to  the  village  in  which  he  resided, 
earned  his  support  and  sympathy.  He  was  of  a 
generous  and  tolerant  nature  and  a  man  whose  stabil¬ 
ity  of  character  won  him  many  warm  friendships 
on  Staten  Island.  He  was  identified  with  several 
organizations  including  the  Brew  Masters’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  New  York,  the  Staten  Island  Quartette  Club 
and  Klopstock  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
Of  the  latter  body  he  was  a  charter  member.  Both 
he  and  the  members  of  his  family  were  attendants 
of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  in  Stapleton. 

William  Hechler  married,  December  2,  1866,  Chris¬ 
tina  Litzenberger,  daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte 
Litzenberger,  of  a  prominent  German  family.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  as  follows:  William,  Jr.,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1867,  died  in  infancy;  John  Henry,  whose 
biography  accompanies  this;  Catherine  E.,  born  July 
10,  1872,  died  January  7,  1929;  George  W.,  born 
August  11,  187S,  who  resides  in  Rosebank;  Chris¬ 
tina  F.,  born  October  3,  1878,  died  January  29,  1930; 
John  G.,  born  October  28,  1880,  died  in  infancy.  The 
two  first-named  children  were  born  in  New  York; 
the  latter  four  in  Staten  Island. 

The  death  of  William  Hechler,  Sr.  occurred  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1909,  while  that  of  his  wife  came  November 
16,  of  the  same  year.  Both  were  buried  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  plot  in  Moravian  Cemetery. 


JOHN  HENRY  HECHLER  — Another  member 
of  the  family  of  Hechler  which  has  been  represented 
on  Staten  Island  for  more  than  sixty  years  was  the 
late  John  Henry  Hechler,  who  became  connected 
with  a  real  estate  firm  here  in  the  service  of  which 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent.  A  resident  of 
Stapleton  he  was  of  our  finer  class  of  citizens  and 
one  endowed  with  discernment  and  a  keen  sense  of 
civic  responsibility. 


— 
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Mr.  Hechler  was  born  September  6,  1868,  at  the 
family  home  in  East  Fifty-ninth  Street,  New  York, 
a  son  of  William  and  Christina  (Litzenberger) 
Hechler,  and  of  a  family  of  six  children.  A  biog¬ 
raphy  of  William  Hechler  accompanies  this. 

When  but  a  year  old  the  younger  Hechler  was 
brought  to  Staten  Island  by  his  parents  who  settled 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Stapleton.  He  obtained  his 
early  education  at  the  noted  private  school  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  Methfessel,  located  on  Van  Duzer  Street,  from 
which  he  was  graduated.  Intent  on  making  his  way 
in  the  business  world  he  then  journeyed  to  Albany 
enrolling  as  a  student  in  the  Albany  Business  College. 
He  pursued  a  three-year  business  course  at  this 
institution  and  following  the  completion  of  this  work 
returned  to  Staten  Island  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  National  Ice  Machine  Company  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Hechler’s  earnestness  and  his  ability  to  make 
the  most  of  his  opportunities  soon  won  for  him  a 
more  important  job  with  this  concern.  He  worked 
diligently  and  in  due  time  received  well-rewarded 
advancements  ultimately  being  promoted  to  the  post 
of  general  office  manager.  Unfortunately  while  act¬ 
ing  in  the  latter  capacity  he  was  taken  seriously  ill 
and  in  time  was  forced  to  give  up  his  position.  In 
seeking  a  cure  he  finally  voyaged  to  Germany  going 
to  Baden-Baden  for  treatment.  While  there  the  care 
and  rest  that  he  received  alleviated  his  suffering,  thus 
making  him  fit  to  come  back  to  the  United  States 
and  take  up  his  work. 

After  returning  Mr.  Hechler  entered  the  real  estate 
business  in  New  York  City  where  in  four  years 
he  gained  a  thorough  practical  training  in  his  pro¬ 
fession.  He  afterwards  became  connected  with  a 
Staten  Island  real  estate  company  where  he  remained 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  November  7,  1922. 

In  his  business  association  Mr.  Hechler  was  largely 
successful  and  was  able  to  make  valuable  friend¬ 
ships  throughout  the  island.  Like  his  father  his 
principal  devotion  was  to  his  home  and  he  was  gen¬ 
erally  respected  as  a  citizen  whose  generosity  and 
kindly  solicitude  formed  the  larger  part  of  his  nature. 
In  civic  and  charitable  activities  he  was  interested 
and  aided  considerably  in  such  affairs  in  his  home 
community.  Several  local  organizations  numbered 
him  among  their  prominent  members. 

John  H.  Hechler  married,  February  12,  1902,  in 
Stapleton,  Agnes  Himstedt,  daughter  of  William  and 
Erna  (Hahn)  Himstedt,  of  Hanover,  Germany.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Erna  H., 
the  eldest,  was  born  November  26,  1902,  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  both  Public  School  No.  14,  Stapleton, 
and  Curtis  High  School.  She  married,  June  12,  1927, 
Dennis  J.  Cregan,  and  they  have  one  child,  Dennis 
J.,  Jr.,  born  July  29,  1929.  2.  John  H.,.  Jr.,  born 
November  19,  1903,  died  in  infancy.  3.  Elsie  C.,  born 
April  21,  1906,  was  educated  at  Public  School  No. 
14  and  at  Curtis  High  School.  She  married,  June  17, 
1928,  Walter  Persons,  and  they  have  a  son,  Walter, 
Jr.,  born  December  10,  1929.  4.  Charlotte,  youngest 
of  the  family,  born  May  31,  1909,  also  received  her 
schooling  in  Stapleton  and  at  Curtis  High  School. 
She  is  unmarried. 

Following  the  death  of  John  Henry  Hechler,  Sr., 
in  1922,  Mrs.  Hechler  passed  a  civil  service  examina¬ 
tion  which  enabled  her  to  obtain  a  position  in  Bor¬ 
ough  Hall,  St.  George,  where  she  remained  for  the 
next  five  years.  She  served  at  one  time  as  a  deputy 
sheriff  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Steuben 
Club  of  Stapleton.  Within  this  organization  she  acted 
as  secretary  and  also  held  this  position  with  the  local 
branch  of  the  Steuben  Society  of  America. 

On  October  20,  1928,  Mrs.  Hechler  married  (sec¬ 


ond)  William  J.  P.  Bailer,  of  Mariners  Harbor, 
where  they  now  reside.  Their  home  is  situated  at  No. 
133  Lake  Avenue. 


AUGUST  F.  KOHLMANN — In  contributing  to 
the  beauty  and  to  the  artistic  development  of  his 
community,  Mr.  Kohlmann  takes  a  prominent  part 
in  his  position  as  one  of  the  leading  florists  on  Staten 
Island  and  is  the  proprietor  of  the  oldest  established 
greenhouses,  the  nucleus  of  which  organization  had 
its  origin  about  1862.  Mr.  Kohlmann  entered  his  pres¬ 
ent  enterprise  in  1912,  purchasing  this  business  and 
succeeding  to  the  substantial  trade  built  up  by  Chris 
Boehe  during  the  many  years  of  the  concern’s  exist¬ 
ence.  He  has  added  to  the  excellent  reputation  at¬ 
tained  by  his  predecessor,  and  the  flowers,  plants  and 
other  commodities  to  be  found  in  his  splendid  shop 
and  greenhouses  at  No.  225  Victory  Boulevard,  are 
noted  throughout  the  Island  for  their  superior  quality 
and  attractiveness.  His  place  of  business  is  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  addition  to  the  district  about  Tompkinsville, 
adding  beauty  in  the  realm  of  commerce  while  the 
products  of  his  cultivation  are  to  be  found  beautify¬ 
ing  the  residences  and  parks  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Kohlmann  is  one  of  the  popular  citizens  of  this 
vicinity  and  is  a  leader  in  every  civic  activity,  being 
particularly  identified  in  fraternal  and  club  affairs, 
although  he  finds  time  to  devote  himself  to  matters 
concerning  public  welfare  and  town  improvement. 

Mr.  Kohlmann  was  born  in  Tompkinsville,  June  15, 
1887,  the  son  of  John  D.  Kohlmann,  mentioned  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.  He  was  educated  at  public  school 
and  in  the  old  Stapleton  High  School  and  later  at¬ 
tended  Packard’s  Business  College.  After  completing 
his  formal  education,  he  entered  upon  his  business 
career  and  was  first  associated  with  the  firm  of 
Rhode  and  Schmidt,  well  known  grocers,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  five  years,  after  which  he  accepted 
a  position  with  the  Corn  Products  Refining  Company 
where  for  two  more  years  he  gained  valuable  ex¬ 
perience.  Desiring  to  engage  in  business  independ¬ 
ently  he  purchased  the  floral  concern  of  Mr.  Boehe. 
Since  Mr.  Kohlmann  took  over  its  direction,  its  pres¬ 
tige  has  increased  and  it  has  expanded  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  public,  who  recognize  and  appreciate 
the  superiority  of  the  establishment  in  their  midst.  Its 
customers  are  to  be  found  throughout  the  Island  due 
to  the  splendid  policy  of  its  owner  who'  has  never 
deviated  from  his  principles  of  quality  and  service, 
attracting  many  patrons  by  the  courteous  and  efficient 
treatment  accorded  to  all.  It  is  just  to  say  that  rarely 
has  any  critical  purchaser  of  flowers  or  plants  in 
season  met  without  satisfaction  here,  in  all  that  is 
expected  in  an  up-to-date  floral  shop. 

In  the  associations  connected  with  his  profession 
and  business,  Mr.  Kohlmann  is  a  member  of  the 
Florists’  Telegraph  Delivery  Association,  the  New 
York  Florists’  Club,  the  Society  of  American  Flor¬ 
ists  and  Ornamental  Horticulturists,  and  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Retail  Florists’  Association.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  Tompkins  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  the  Masonic  Club,  the  Royal  Arca¬ 
num,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  In  local  affairs  he  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club,  the  Quartette  Club,  and  the  Mayflower 
Country  Club.  His  religious  adherence  is  given  to 
the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  in  which  he  is  prominent 
as  a  member  of  the  Men’s  Club.  He  is  a  factor  in 
the  industrial  life  of  the  vicinity  as  treasurer  of  the 
Staten  Island  Embroidery  and  Lace  Works. 

August  F.  Kohlmann  married,  on  June  30,  1913, 
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Louise  D.  Goetz,  of  Stapleton,  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Dora  Goetz,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany  and  are  now  deceased.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  two  children:  Dorothea  Louise,  born  1915, 
and  John  David,  born  1918.  The  Kohlmann  family 
residence  is  also  at  No.  225  Victory  Boulevard. 


CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  SMITH— Almost  from 
time  immemorial  one  has  heard  tales  of  the  mighty 
sea  recounted.  Romantic  in  their  appeal  they  chiefly 
concern  the  lives  of  courageous  mariners  who  have 
guided  their  vessels  across  uncertain  and  billowing 
waters.  One  among  these  seafaring  men  who,  for 
many  years  followed  a  useful  and  honorable  career 
in  the  service  of  various  shipping  firms  as  a  master 
of  their  finest  vessels,  was  the  late  Captain  William 
Smith,  a  man  of  integrity  and  of  learning  and  per¬ 
sonality.  Endowed  with  a  Christian  spirit,  he  was 
one  in  whom  charity  and  trust  were  always  exem¬ 
plified  in  his  relation  to  his  fellowmen. 

The  birth  of  Captain  Smith  occurred  June  15,  1855 
at  Irvine,  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(MacDonald)  Smith.  As  a  boy  he  became  greatly 
interested  in  the  sailing  of  ships,  and  day  after  day 
he  scaled  the  steep  sides  of  a  cliff  near  his  home 
in  order  to  watch  all  manner  of  sea-going  vessels  sail 
proudly  out  of  Glasgow.  As  he  grew  older  his  inter¬ 
est  evolved  into  a  deep  and  lasting  love  of  the  sea, 
until  he  determined  that  he,  too,  would  go  down  to 
the  sea  in  ships. 

The  first  voyage  under  the  mast  that  the  youth 
embarked  upon  came  on  November  15,  1870,  when 
he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age.  Serving  an  appren¬ 
ticeship  in  the  employ  of  George  Smith  and  Sons  of 
the  Glasgow  City  Line,  he  received  his  early  train¬ 
ing  on  the  clipper  ships,  “City  of  Nankin”  and  “City 
of  Paris,”  under  Captains  Muir  and  MacDonald. 
Seizing  every  opportunity  of  making  good  as  a  sailor 
he  sought  instruction  in  the  duties  of  a  seaman.  The 
heavy  and  irksome  toil  that  this  life  required,  how¬ 
ever,  mattered  little  to  him  for  he  waxed  strong 
and  healthy  during  these  years.  His  apprenticeship 
came  to  an  end  in  1874  while  aboard  the  “City  of 
Paris”  and  afterwards  he  served  as  second  mate 
aboard  the  “City  of  Ningpo”  and  the  “City  of  Bom¬ 
bay.”  Promotion  followed,  the  post  of  chief  mate 
on  the  “City  of  Hankow”  at  Calcutta,  India,  being 
given  him  in  August  of  1877,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.  On  December  5,  1879  his  certificate  as  ship’s 
master  or  captain  was  forthcoming  and  a  year  later 
he  completed  his  tasks  as  chief  mate. 

From  1882  to  1890  Captain  Smith  served  as  master 
of  the  ship,  “Firth  of  Clyde,”  owned  by  James  Spence 
and  Company  of  Glasgow.  In  the  latter  year  he 
obtained  command  of  the  four-masted  barque,  “Com- 
liebank,”  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  clipper  ships, 
built  in  Glasgow  and  owned  by  Andrew  Weir  and 
Company.  Subsequently,  Captain  Smith  became 
master  of  another  four-masted  barque,  “Drumeltan,” 
sailing  under  Chinese  registry,  this  ship  being  the 
first,  flying  the  Chinese  flag,  to  pass  under  Brooklyn 
Bridge.  In  later  years  the  “Drumeltan”  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Anglo-American  Oil  Company,  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York, 
and  was  promptly  placed  under  British  registry. 

Captain  Smith,  in  1901,  was  relieved  of  his  deep 
sea  command  and  became  port  captain  of  the  fleet 
of  ships  and  oil  tankers  controlled  by  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  of  New  York.  In  1913  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Standard  Oil  Companv  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  working  in  a  much  similar  capacity  until  his 
retirement  in  1916.  The  happiest  years  of  his  life, 


however,  were  from  1870  to  1901  when  he  guided 
white-sailed  clipper  ships  to  near  and  distant  ports 
making  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  skipper  and  as 
a  God-fearing  man  of  the  sea.  He  had  seen  the 
prime  of  sailing  ships,  whose  days  were  fast  becoming 
fewer  and  fewer,  being  supplanted  by  steam  vessels. 
The  latter,  by  the  year  of  1901,  with  their  speed,  com¬ 
parative  safety  and  enormous  capacity  for  all  sorts 
of  cargoes,  had  practically  put  an  end  to  a  once 
fierce  competition  that  existed  in  maritime  trade. 
Captain  Smith  had  also  been  privileged  to  watch  the 
development  of  the  port  of  New  York  and  to  see  it 
become  larger  and  of  more  importance  than  Glasgow, 
which,  about  1770,  was  practically  the  shipping  center 
of  the  world. 

In  1916,  with  his  career  on  the  water  ended,  Cap¬ 
tain  Smith  sought  a  place  where  his  leisure  hours 
could  be  spent  in  contemplating  his  adventures  and 
in  cherishing  the  memory  of  picturesque  days  aboard 
the  many  vessels  he  had  commanded.  He  estab¬ 
lished  his  home,  known  as  “Drumeltan,”  on  a  high 
cliff  along  the  Narrows  through  which  ocean  liners 
from  all  over  the  world  enter  and  leave  New  York 
Harbor.  This  residence,  one  of  the  show  places  of 
Staten  Island,  continued  to  be  the  home  of  the  former 
clipper  captain  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Always  mind¬ 
ful  of  his  life  as  a  seaman,  the  name,  “Drumeltan,” 
was  significant  to  him  in  that  the  last  ocean  voyage 
Captain  Smith  made,  was  aboard  the  vessel  bearing 
that  name.  Coincident  also  was  the  fact  that  on  this 
last  voyage  he  met  Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  L.  Lorentz, 
who  became  his  wife,  their  marriage  taking  place  No¬ 
vember  18,  1901.  Mrs.  Smith  was  a  daughter  of 
Gustav  and  Lena  (Zimmerman)  Lorentz,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Germany  and  later  came  to 
America  to  reside.  For  many  years  the  elder  Lorentz 
who  came  here  about  1859,  was  associated  with 
Tiffany  and  Company,  nationally  known  jewelers,  and 
collectors  of  art  and  antiques. 

Through  an  earlier  marriage  Mrs.  Smith  had  two 
daughters:  Marcella,  who  lives  at  present  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  and  Minnie  I.,  who  resides  with  her  mother. 

The  death  of  Captain  William  Smith  came  sud¬ 
denly  on  April  15,  1928,  at  his  home.  A  useful  life 
and  a  remarkable  one  thus  came  to  an  end  and  to 
his  memory  his  wife  placed  a  fitting  tablet  in  the 
Memorial  Hospital  of  Staten  Island.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  Order,  being  made  a  Master 
Mason,  Mother  Kilwinning  Lodge,  No.  O,  Scotland, 
March  11,  1882.  It  is  rather  interesting  that  Captain 
Laurence  Smith,  husband  of  Minnie  I.,  the  daughter 
of  our  Mrs.  William  Smith,  also  served  as  a  captain 
on  Standard  Oil  boats.  He  is  now  commander  of 
a  United  States  Steel  Corporation  vessel  and  sails  to 
important  world  ports.  He  was  a  native  of  Scotland 
and  is  of  a  long  line  of  seafaring  men.  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Laurence  Smith  had  one  son  William,  now 
deceased.  His  death  occurred  September  23,  I923> 
at  the  age  of  eleven  on  board  ship  in  the  Bay  of 
Bengal  while  accompanying  his  parents  on  a  cruise 
from  New  York  City  to  Colombo,  Ceylon.  In  his 
memory  Mrs.  Smith  placed  a  tablet  in  Staten  Island 
Hospital.  Like  her  mother,  who  was  fond  of  the  sea, 
Mrs.  Laurence  Smith  also  has  accompanied  her  hus¬ 
band  on  several  interesting  trips.  One  which  recalls 
many  pleasant  memories  was  taken  as  a  honeymoon 
with  her  husband.  On  board  the  steamship  “Schuyl¬ 
kill,”  the  first  steamer  to  be  commanded  by  Captain 
Smith,  a  most  picturesque  and  entertaining  voyage 
was  made  to  China. 

The  widow  of  Captain  William  Smith  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Laurence  Smith,  live  a  quiet  and 
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dignified  home  life  in  the  residence  “Drumeltan,”  and 
here  recall  the  adventures  of  the  sea.  In  their  well 
appointed  home  are  paintings  of  ships  which  the  late 
Captain  Smith  mastered,  and  valuable  works  of  art 
gathered  from  various  parts  of  the  world.  They  take 
a  keen  interest  in  things  pertaining  to  the  island 
but  in  a  private  way.  Captain  Smith  was  similar  in 
this  respect.  He  was  ever  mindful  of  the  needs  of 
different  local  institutions  and  his  generous  attitude 
is  well  remembered.  Of  a  masterful  mind  in  his 
career  he  knew  a  ship  from  keel  to  topspar  and  many 
interesting  things  could  be  said  of  him.  During  the 
World  War  he  had  charge  of  much  important  work 
in  the  management  of  ships,  and  he  was,  indeed,  an 
authority  on  maritime  affairs. 


DAVID  PRIER  MANEE — Coming  of  a  family 
which  has  been  intimately  connected  with  the  history 
of  Staten  Island  for  generations,  David  Prier  Manee 
of  Port  Richmond,  is  one  of  this  section’s  oldest  and 
most  esteemed  citizens.  Mr.  Manee  was  prominent 
for  many  years  in  the  oyster  industry  of  this  Island 
and  maintained  a  large  and  complete  organization  for 
the  planting  and  raising  of  oysters,  having  a  long 
established  reputation  for  quality  products  and  busi¬ 
ness  dealings  of  the  highest  integrity.  Following  out 
the  splendid  precedent  established  by  his  ancestors, 
he  has  ever  taken  an  active  part  in  the  progress  and 
development  of  the  Island  to  which  his  progenitors 
came  in  earliest  colonial  days.  Since  that  time  their 
descendants  have  stood  for  all  that  was  best  in 
Staten  Island’s  activities,  adding  luster  to  the  name 
that  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Richmond  County. 

Mr.  Manee  was  born  on  the  family  farm  on  the 
Shore  of  Tottenville,  son  of  John  Prier  and  Chris¬ 
tiana  Mary  (Palmer)  Manee,  his  mother  being  also 
a  member  of  a  pioneer  family  of  this  region.  John 
Prier  Manee  likewise  was  well  known  as  an  oyster 
planter  for  many  years,  and  was  highly  respected  in 
the  community. 

David  Prier  Manee  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  Island,  and  after  completing  his  for¬ 
mal  education,  became  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  oyster  industry  in  which  he  continued  for  the 
entire  period  of  his  active  business  career.  He  main¬ 
tained  his  residence  in  the  old  family  homestead  until 
1917,  when  with  his  family  he  moved  to  the  north 
shore. 

David  Prier  Manee  married,  August  14,  1891,  Cath- 
rine  (Katie)  Gilcher,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Katie 
Gilcher,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  and 
to  this  union  have  been  born  three  sons,  all  of  whom 
reside  at  home:  1.  George,  born  July  30,  1892,  an 
inspector  for  the  United  States  Engineering  Depart¬ 
ment  on  government  dredging  work.  2.  Charles,  born 
March  9,  1895,  associated  with  the  Staten  Island 
Edison  Corporation  in  the  electrical  department ; 
also  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order  United  Ameri¬ 
can  Mechanics.  3.  John,  born  January  27,  1902,  active 
in  the  tinsmith  and  roofing  business. 


GEORGE  HENRY  MANEE— One  of  our  re¬ 
spected  citizens  is  George  H.  Manee,  of  Pleasant 
Plains,  who  for  some  years  was  prominently  con¬ 
nected  with  the  oyster  industry  on  Staten  Island.  He 
takes  a  broad  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  has  served  the  city  of  New  York  in 
public  office. 

Mr.  Manee  is  descended  on  both  paternal  and 
maternal  sides  from  old  families  which  for  genera¬ 
tions  have  been  associated  with  the  history  of  Staten 


Island.  He  was  born  on  July  26,  1855,  in  Pleasant 
Plains,  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Bedell) 
Manee.  His  father  was  a  leading  oyster  planter  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  was  likewise  highly  regarded 
by  all  who  knew  him.  As  a  boy,  George  H.  Manee 
attended  public  school  in  his  neighborhood,  but  at  an 
early  age  associated  himself  with  his  father  in  the 
oyster  business.  He  assisted  the  elder  Manee,  until 
he  became  identified  with  public  activities  on  Staten 
Island.  He  was  the  inspector  for  the  county  of  Rich¬ 
mond  in  the  building  of  macadam  roads,  and  in  1902 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  city  of  New  York,  as 
foreman  in  the  borough  of  Richmond,  which  posi 
tion  he  still  holds,  and  as  such  he  has  gained  co 
siderable  knowledge  of  local  affairs. 

Mr.  Manee  has  always  been  widely  interested 
civic  and  social  improvement,  and  has  shown  a  rei. 
ness  to  support  all  movements  which  he  has  believed 
would  improve  conditions  in  the  business  or  industrial 
life  of  the  Island.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  April,  1878,  he  married  Georgianna  Cole,  a 
daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Elizabeth  Cole,  of  old 
pioneer  stock  of  the  Island.  By  this  marriage  there 
was  a  daughter,  Edith,  who  was  born  in  Pleasant 
Plains.  She  is  the  wife  of  Guyon  Rexford  Eddy, 
whose  biography  follows. 


GUYON  REXFORD  EDDY— As  one  of  the 
business  men  of  Pleasant  Plains,  Guyon  Rexford 
Eddy,  has  been  engaged,  for  a  number  of  years,  in 
the  grocery  business.  Here  he  is  held  in  regard  by 
many  people  who  frequent  his  store  and  who  know 
the  excellent  quality  of  the  products  which  he  han¬ 
dles,  the  quick  and  considerate  service  that  he  gives 
them,  and,  more  than  that,  the  genial  attitude  of  the 
man  himself.  Mr.  Eddy  is  the  son  of  James  B.  and 
Emma  Guyon  £LaForge)  Eddy,  old  residents  of 
Staten  Island.  To  the  elder  Eddys  the  following 
children  were  born:  William,  Leon,  Guyon  R., 
James;  Mabel,  who  married  J.  H.  Coley;  and  Jennie, 
now  Mrs.  E.  E.  Androvette.  Two  of  these  children, 
Leon  and  James,  are  deceased.  The  grandfather  of 
Guyon  Rexford  Eddy  was  James  A.  Eddy,  of  Hugue¬ 
not. 

Mr.  Eddy  was  born  at  Huguenot  Park,  August  4, 
1887,  and  there  was  educated  in  the  grammar  school. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
S.  S.  White  Dental  Company  at  Prince  Bay,  where 
he  served  one  year  in  the  hand-piece  department, 
after  which  he  went  with  Howe  Androvette  in  the 
building  business.  He  here  engaged  in  general  work 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  followed  this  by  five  years 
with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  in  the  lighter¬ 
age  department.  Subsequently  he  was  with  the  New 
England  Navigation  Company,  and  the  Ostrich  and 
Fancy  Feather  Ball  Company  for  nearly  three  years, 
having  been  a  sales  representative  for  the  last-named 
firm.  He  next  entered  the  store  of  Wilbur  and 
Manee,  and  in  September,  1926,  in  association  with 
Mel  Seguine  purchased  the  interests  in  the  store. 
This  continued  for  about  a  year,  when  he  sold  out 
to  George  Wittich,  which  business  is  now  conducted 
by  the  Pleasant  Plains  Grocery  Company.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  operating  his  own  store. 

Mr.  Eddy  married  on  August  18,  1909,  Edith 
Manee,  daughter  of  George  H.  Manee,  whose  record 
appears  in  the  preceding  biography.  By  this  marriage 
there  is  one  son,  George,  who  was  born  on  Febru¬ 
ary  8,  1910.  The  latter  attended  the  local  public 
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school  and  then  went  to  high  school.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eddy  are  well  known  on  Staten  Island.  Mr. 
Eddy  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
Liberty,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution. 


HERMAN  WILLE — A  native  of  Germany  who 
came  to  America  among  the  first  of  his  countrymen 
and  settled  in  Stapleton,  where  he  became  known  and 
respected  as  one  of  the  upstanding  citizens  of  Staten 
Island,  was  Herman  Wille,  who  passed  from  this 
sphere  of  activity  more  than  three  decades  ago.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
wagon  building,  having  learned  this  trade  in  his  native 
land  where  a  thorough,  practical  training  was  neces¬ 
sary  for  his  subsequent  success.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  November  28,  1842,  his  par¬ 
ents  having  been  members  of  families  represented  for 
long  years  in  that  country. 

After  receiving  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  city  the  younger  Wille  journeyed  to  this 
country  in  1862  at  the  age  of  about  twenty  years, 
coming  to  live  on  Staten  Island  and  thus  being  the 
original  bearing  the  name  of  Wille  to  locate  here. 
In  Stapleton  he  first  practiced  the  calling  of  a  wheel¬ 
wright,  soon  developing  a  thriving  trade  among  the 
townspeople.  In  those  days  the  Island  was  known 
for  the  many  varieties  of  vehicles  used  for  farming, 
commercial  and  livery  purposes ;  also  those  main¬ 
tained  in  the  splendid  stables  of  wealthy  families, 
and  in  his  work  young  Wille  became  appreciated.  By 
nature, ,  both  an  accomplished  and  zealous  craftsman, 
he  spent  long  hours  at  his  trade,  with  the  result  that 
his  efforts  bore  fruit  before  many  years  had  elapsed. 
When  his  business  and  factory  grew  to  such  propor¬ 
tions  that  he  was  unable  to  carry  on  alone,  he,  about 
1875,  selected  Eggert  Hein  as  a  partner.  Forming  a 
valuable  partnership  they  conducted  the  business  under 
the  name  of  Wille  and  Hein,  their  establishment  being 
located  at  No.  143  Canal  Street,  Stapleton.  The  enter¬ 
prise  prospered,  among  the  contracts  carried  by  them 
being  that  of  the  Rubsam  and  Horrmann  Brewing 
Company,  and  other  well  known  firms,  which  called 
for  the  manufacturing  of  wagons  and  trucks.  The 
partnership  of  Wille  and  Hein  was  maintained  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  a  number  of  years  until  the  time  of  Mr. 
Wille’s  death,  July  16,  1898,  after  which  Mr.  Hein 
assumed  management  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Wille,  during  his  long  residence  in  Stapleton, 
was  a  participant  in  various  affairs  of  his  home  com¬ 
munity.  He  gave  freely  of  his  means  and  efforts  in 
worthy  causes  that  served  the  best  interests  of  his 
neighborhood  and  the  Island.  He  was  identified  with 
the  local  Democratic  organization,  was  a  volunteer 
fireman  and  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Quartette 
Club  and  the  Staten  Island  Einigkeit  Club.  In  things 
of  a  musical  nature  he  was  greatly  devoted.  From 
time  to  time  he  purchased  property  in  and  about 
Stapleton  and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  he  had  accu¬ 
mulated  extensive  holdings,  principally  in  this  district. 
He  attended  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  in  Staple- 
ton  as  did  the  members  of  his  family,  and  was  well 
known  in  the  congregation.  As  befitted  a  man  of  his 
standing  whose  business  reputation  and  personal  integ¬ 
rity  were  among  his  stoutest  assets,  he  was  enabled 
to  cultivate  many  warm  and  enduring  friendships  of 
a  worthwhile  nature.  Among  this  group  was  the 
late  Julius  C.  Muller,  whose  biography  appears  in  this 
work,  and  who  was  the  executor  of  the  Wille  estate. 

The  marriage  of  Herman  Wille  occurred  October 
29,  1874,  to  Martha  Ilkenhans,  daughter  of  Carl  and 
Eliza  (Weusthoff)  Ilkenhans  of  Hardegsen,  Province 
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of  Hanover,  Germany.  She  was  born  April  20,  1848, 
and  died  June  22,  1927.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
were  buried  in  Woodland  Cemetery.  Mrs.  Wille,  like 
her  husband,  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  in 
which  they  were  both  interested  and  was  highly 
regarded  by  the  many  who  knew  her.  She  was  not 
only  a  good  wife  and  mother,  but  during  the  years 
of  her  marriage  she  was  a  constant  helpmate  and 
counsel  to  her  husband.  After  his  death  she  carried 
on  as  the  head  of  her  household  and  the  family  inter¬ 
ests  with  an  ability  befitting  an  able  woman. 

Four  children  were  born  to  the  Willes :  Alma  F., 
the  eldest,  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  and  belongs  to  such  organizations  within  this 
church  as  the  Women’s  Club,  the  Mission  Society, 
the  Young  People’s  Lutheran  League  and  the  church 
choir ;  Augusta  L.,  Herman  C,  and  Rudolph,  all  of 
whom  reside  at  No.  93  Boyd  Street,  Stapleton.  The 
Wille  family  residence  was  built  forty  years  ago  by 
Mr.  Wille,  as  well  as  a  twin  house  next  door,  and 
these  are  among  the  oldest  in  the  street.  In  relation 
to  the  early  developments  on  the  Island,  its  social  and 
civic  affairs,  the  Wille  family  has  at  all  times  taken 
an  interest  in  our  history  and  significant  public 
matters. 


SISTERS  OF  THE  CONGREGATION  de 
NOTRE  DAME  (ACADEMY  OF  OUR  LADY 
OF  THE  BLESSED  SACRAMENT)— The  acad¬ 
emy  founded  in  1903  by  the  sisters  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  de  Notre  Dame  of  Montreal,  is  situated  on 
Grymes  Hill,  Staten  Island,  and  fulfills  to  the  great¬ 
est  extent  the  need  for  which  it  was  intended :  that 
of  providing  for  its  resident  and  non-resident  pupils 
an  education  permeated  with  Catholic  principles  and 
shaped  in  accordance  with  Catholic  ideals,  tending 
toward  the  development  of  the  intellectual  faculties 
in  happy  amalgamation  with  parallel  development  of 
the  moral  sense  and  formation  of  character.  In  this 
noble  work  the  sisters  are  conscientiously  devoted, 
tirelessly  unsparing  of  selves  and  beloved  by  the 
pupils  under  their  charge  and  remembered  by  those 
of  the  past  years  who  look  back  in  fond  memory 
to  their  days  at  the  Academy.  In  the  realization  of 
what  kind  and  thoughtful  officiation  meant  to  them, 
the  name  of  Sister  Saint  Scholastica,  the  devoted 
foundress,  now  passed  to  her  reward,  whose  untiring 
zeal  and  spirit  of  sacrifice  made  the  school  possible, 
is  never  to  be  forgotten. 

Location  of  the  academy  near  New  York  City  se¬ 
cures  for  its  pupils,  in  addition  to  the  benefits  of 
healthful  and  beautiful  environment,  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  the  great  metropolis  affords  as  a.  center  of 
national  life,  and  as  a  city  preeminently  rich  in  edu¬ 
cational  influences.  The  Silver  Lake  trolley,  which 
passes  by  the  main  entrance  of  the  school  every 
twenty  minutes,  provides  means  of  reaching  the 
academy,  easily,  from  all  parts  of  Staten  Island. 
Broad  grounds  afford  every  opportunity  for  out-of- 
door  exercise  and  amusement.  Overlooking  the  far 
reaches  of  the  island  countryside  and  the  waters  be¬ 
yond,  the  campus  of  the  senior  girls  is  varied  in 
aspect,  with  groves  of  graceful  elms  and  maples, 
winding  avenues,  evenly  laid  out  hedges,  cloistered 
gardens,  and  rustic  summer  houses.  The  playgrounds, 
with  their  up-to-date  equipment  for  tennis,  roller  and 
ice  skating;  with  their  slides,  swings,  and  merry-go- 
rounds,  appeal  strongly  to  the  pupils  and  contribute 
to  health  as  well  as  to  happiness.  Upon  the  summit 
of  Grymes  Hill,  the  point  of  second  highest  altitude 
on  the  coast  from  Maine  to  Florida,  stand  the  build¬ 
ings  of  the  institution:  namely,  the  Administration 
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Building;  Notre  Dame  High  School;  St.  Joseph’s 
Villa,  the  residence  hall  for  seniors;  and  Holy- 
Angels’  Cottage,  dormitory  for  juniors.  These  build¬ 
ings  command  a  panoramic  view  of  Manhattan,  New 
Jersey,  and  Long  Island.  All  are  well  lighted  and 
heated,  comfortable,  and  homelike. 

That,  in  brief,  is  a  material  description  of  the  ac¬ 
cessibility  and  composition  of  the  Academy,  but  it 
leaves  unsaid  the  spiritual,  the  beautiful  aspect  of 
the  setting  and  the  life  within.  A  comprehensive 
glance  at  the  campus  and  buildings  shows  the  height, 
spread  and  beauty  of  the  foliage  which  shades,  them 
so  well  and  lends  them  color.  Some  of  the  trees  are 
old  and  large;  they  have  a  character  in  themselves: 
venerable,  with  rough  bark,  from  long  and  some¬ 
times  bitter  experience  with  the  elements;  compared 
with  their  great  trunks,  are  smaller  trees,  tenderer 
and  more  helpless.  Trials  in  a  hard  world  have  left 
these  untouched,  for  almost  daily  they  are  pruned 
and  cultivated  else  they  would,  in  lesser  degree,  dis¬ 
play  some  mark  or  marks  of  roughened  contact.  And 
here,  perhaps,  we  may  draw  an  analogy,  between  the 
sheltering  church,  represented  in  the  academy  itself 
and  the  pupils  who  attend  it.  The  academy  we  see 
as  the  great  tree,  experienced  and  wise,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  the  saplings,  meticulously  sheltered.  To  the 
spiritual  view  once  more:  the  Administration  Build¬ 
ing  is  the  oldest  of  the  four;  it  has  been  remodelled 
from  time  to  time;  on  the  L  are  seen  the  old  and 
traditional  high  windows  so  often  incorporated  in 
the  erection  of  buildings  of  the  church.  They  bear 
an  aspect  rather  stern,  aloof ;  and  in  contrast  to  them 
are  the  sparsely  set  young  trees,  less  than  half  the 
age  of  the  building;  also  in  contrast  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  L  upon  its  longer  side,  with  windows  so 
broad  as  to  make  the  sides  of  the  structure  seem  of 
glass.  There  are  glassed-in  porches  for  study  in 
summer  and  winter,  where  advantage  of  the  sun  may 
be  taken.  Quite  different  from  the  Administration 
Building  is  that  of  Notre  Dame  High  School,  whose 
architecture  reflects  not  at  all  the  traditions  of  church 
structure,  but  rather  the  lines  of  the  White  House  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  a  modified  colonial  mansion 
of  the  South.  This  is  a  cheery  structure,  with  colon¬ 
nades,  awnings  and  wide  piazzas ;  indeed  the  mien 
of  it  altogether  would  seem  conducive  of  laughter 
and  healthful  development,  presenting  one  a  pleasant 
place  for  books  and  recitation.  Here,  in  contrast,  are 
the  trees  again,  which  seem  twice  the  age  of  the 
structure.  But  the  two  most  charming  buildings  are 
the  dormitories.  St.  Joseph’s  Villa,  for  the  seniors, 
is  nested  in  trees  somewhat  above  its  own  English 
roof  and  its  English  boardings  about  the  second  story. 
It  is  white,  with  the  boarding  in  brown,  and  is  a  gay 
place,  with  spacious  windows  and  lawns.  If  it  were 
set  down  on  the  sunny  northern  reaches  of  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  it  would  not  be  out  of  harmony  with  other 
villas  there.  Then  the  Holy  Angels’  Cottage,  small¬ 
est  building  of  them  all,  with  motif  something  akin 
to  that  of  the  senior  house;  and,  again  by  contrast, 
the  trees  stand  high  above  it  on  three  sides. 

As  for  the  government  of  the  academy.  There, 
surely,  is  a  consideration  which  must  be  carefully 
administered;  it  must  be  strict  enough,  and  at  the 
same  time  free,  for  never  will  it  do  to  govern  chil¬ 
dren  rigorously;  it  must  be  firm,  attaining  for  the 
pupils,  or  leading  them  firmly  to  attain  for  them¬ 
selves,  the  proper  principles  of  conduct,  yet  without 
harshness  in  direction,  resulting  in  a  harshness  within 
themselves.  This  major  problem  lies  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sister  Superior,  and  her  sisters  in  association; 
and  the  human,  kindly  manner  in  which  they  exercise 


the  government  warms  the  heart  to  behold.  First, 
the  sisters  in  charge  of  the  academy  accept  as  pupils 
only  such  applicants  as  are  disposed  to  conform  to 
the  requirements  and  regulations  of  the  school. 
Should  any  pupil  after  having  been  admitted  show 
unwillingness  to  comply  with  the  rules,  or  should  she 
evince  no  desire  to  profit  by  the  advantages  the  school 
affords,  she  is  invited  to  withdraw  from  it.  Careful 
attention  is  paid  to  the  manners  and  deportment  of 
the  children.  Use  of  the  best  forms  of  speech  is 
particularly  insisted  upon.  Reports  concerning  de¬ 
portment  and  class  standing  are  sent  to  parents  or 
guardians  at  regular  intervals,  and  these  must  be 
signed  and  returned  to  the  school.  There  are  certain 
rules  that  must  be  observed  in  regard  to  social  hours 
and  visits  with  persons  from  outside  the  academy: 
students  may  not  go  into  the  reception  room  nor 
answer  telephone  calls  during  class  hours,  from  9 
o’clock  until  noon,  and  from  1  o’clock  until  3  in  the 
afternoon.  Regular  visiting  days  are  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  between  1  and  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  privilege  of  spending  week-ends  at  home  is 
granted  the  pupils  when  class  work  is  satisfactory 
and  deportment  marks  are  ninety  per  cent,  or  above. 
Visits  to  the  homes  of  relatives  and  friends,  how¬ 
ever,  are  permitted  only  on  presentation  of  written 
approval  of  parents,  or  guardians,  addressed  to  the 
Sister  Superior. 

The  school  is  divided  into  two  departments,  ele¬ 
mentary  and  academic.  The  course  in  the  former 
corresponds  with  that  given  in  standard  primary  and 
grammar  schools  the  country  over;  in  the  latter  the 
course  corresponds  with  that  of  four-year  high 
schools.  The  academy  is  chartered  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  courses  of  study 
are  in  keeping  with  the  highest  standards  of  educa¬ 
tional  institutions.  Pupils  are  examined  in  their 
progress  twice  a  year,  by  regents  of  the  University. 
Two  diplomas  are  granted :  the  regents  diploma,  to 
graduates  of  the  academic,  academic  classical,  and 
college  entrance  courses,  admits  to  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  New  York  Training  School  (for 
teachers),  and  any  college  in  New  York  State;  and 
the  diploma  of  institution,  indicating  completion  of  a 
four-year  high  school  course,  admits  to  the  college 
department  of  any  Catholic  college  in  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  to  the  New  York  Training  School. 
In  addition  to  the  academic  courses  of  regulation  are 
special  courses,  embracing  secretarial  preparation ;  the 
fine  arts,  leading  to  a  regents  art  diploma  upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  four  years’  work;  and  music,  both  instru¬ 
mental  and  vocal,  with  particular  attention  to  piano. 
In  this  story  of  the  Academy  and  its  work  is  re¬ 
flected  the  sincerity  of  purpose  of  the  Sisters  of  the 
Congregation  de  Notre  Dame  to  the  community-at- 
large  and  the  district. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  HUGHES— Among  the  old 
families  in  the  North  Shore  district  who  have  carried 
on  the  occupation  of  farming  and  gardening  for  more 
than  a  century  is  that  of  the  one  whose  name  heads 
this  review.  John  W.  Hughes,  the  present-day  repre¬ 
sentative,  resides  in  Bloomfield,  on  the  old  Hughes 
property,  and  is  conducting  a  well-established  market¬ 
gardening  business  in  that  section.  He  personifies  the 
mental  and  physical  characteristics  of  his  forebears, 
who  perhaps  were  of  English  or  Irish  descent. 

The  first  of  the  Hughes  family  to  come  to  Staten 
Island  was  Henry  Hughes,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject.  It  is  likely  that  their  ancestors  lived  on  Long 
Island  sometime  before  coming  here  in  1820.  Henry 
Hughes  began  farming  following  his  settlement  on 
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the  Island  and  had  previously  married  on  January  8, 
1817,  Gertrude  Marrel,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna 
Marrel  (or  perhaps  Merrill  and  if  so  the  latter  is  one 
of  the  earliest  families  on  Staten  Island). 

One  of  the  children  of  Henry  and  Gertrude  (Marrel 
or  Merrill)  Hughes,  was  John  M.  Hughes,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1818,  who  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
the  Island  at  the  age  of  two  years.  He  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  following  which  he  pursued 
farming  for  a  livelihood,  for  about  four  years.  After 
foregoing  this  work  he  entered  the  oyster  business, 
fotmded  an  enterprise  of  his  own  and  became  success¬ 
ful.  Industrious  and  painstaking  by  nature,  he 
created  a  large  trade,  obtaining  customers  both  here 
and  elsewhere  who  found  in  him  a  man  of  integrity. 
John  M.  Hughes  married,  on  December  26,  1841,  Mary 
Braisted,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Cross.  Mrs.  Hughes  was  born  December  27, 
1819,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Lavinia  (Tatter) 
Braisted.  (Jacob  Braisted,  of  an  old  Staten  Island 
family,  was  born  here  in  1781,  was  a  weaver  by 
trade,  and  later  fishing  began  to  absorb  his  time  and 
energy.  His  wife,  Lavinia  Tatter,  was  the  daughter 
of  Johanna  Tatter,  bom  at  Tottenville  in  1779,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  which 
Lavinia  Tatter  was  the  fourth.  Further  in  the 
Braisted  and  Tatter  families  we  find  that  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mary  (Braisted)  Hughes  was  Peter 
Braisted,  and  her  maternal  grandfather  was  Thomas 
Tatter.) 

Returning  to  John  M.  Hughes  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Braisted,  they  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  1. 
William  P.,  of  whom  further,  born  April  16,  1843. 
2.  Lavinia,  born  January  24,  1845,  married  Cornelius 
Braisted.  3.  John  E.,  bom  June  23,  1847,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1847.  4.  Jane  E.,  born  August  12,  1848, 
married  John  H.  Boush.  5.  Catharine  M.,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  27,  1852.  6.  Emelina,  born  August  6,  1855, 
married,  on  May  28,  1873,  Theodore  Leven.  The  last- 
named  daughter  was  the  only  one  of  the  family  living 
“according  to  Historic  Homes  and  Families  1907.” 
She  resides  in  Tottenville  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
sons.  John  M.  Hughes  died  August  21,  1906,  and  his 
wife  on  December  8,  1910. 

William  P.  Hughes,  like  his  father,  was  an  oyster- 
man,  and  devoted  to  the  development  of  his  farm 
lands  and  aided  in  the  community.  He  married  Mary 
E.  Cadmus  of  Bayonne,  who  was  born  in  that  city, 
June  10,  1861.  They  resided  in  the  family  homestead 
in  Bloomfield,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hughes  occurring 
December  7,  1888,  and  her  husband  surviving  her 
until  November  24,  1924.  Both  are  buried  in  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Cemetery.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  John  W.  Hughes,  our 
subject,  of  whom  further.  2.  Mary  M.,  born  June  16, 
1886,  who  lives  at  the  family  home. 

John  W.  Hughes  was  born  January  24,  1884,  in 
the  family  homestead  where  he  still  resides.  As  a  lad 
he  attended  the  local  rural  school,  located  not  far 
from  the  Hughes  farm.  While  receiving  his  educa¬ 
tion  he  aided  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 
farm  and  afterwards  continued  to  perform  the  duties 
upon  which  the  family  was  largely  dependent.  Later, 
when  his  father  had  passed  away,  he  took  over  the 
entire  operation  of  the  property,  maintaining  the 
features  of  its  management  and  adding  a  truck 
gardening  business  that  has  prospered  steadily  under 
his  guidance.  This  property,  which  is  located  at  old 
Lambert’s  Lane  and  Chelsea  Road,  produces  a  wide 
variety  of  fruit  and  vegetable  crops.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  here  on  this  farm  within  the  great  city, 
New  York,  strawberries,  sweet  potatoes,  squash, 


string  beans,  tomatoes,  beets,  carrots,  corn,  cabbage 
and  asparagus  grow.  Of  these,  his  most  important 
product  is  that  of  sweet  potatoes,  and  he  also  grows 
flowers,  including  large  beds  of  pansies.  The  larger 
portion  of  the  produce  raised  here  is  marketed  in 
New  York  City.  The  farm  is  of  an  unusual  character, 
rather  than  devoted  to  extensive  agriculture. 

Mr.  Hughes  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Men’s 
Bible  Class  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Junior  Order  of 
American  Mechanics,  Council  No.  44.  Living  in 
Bloomfield  since  his  birth,  he  has  become  a  leader  in 
that  district,  has  supported  local  civic  movements 
and  has  made  a  large  number  of  worthwhile  friend¬ 
ships. 

John  W.  Hughes  married,  on  January  9,  1927, 
Kathleen  May  Aitken,  daughter  of  John  A.  Aitken, 
of  Port  Richmond,  a  review  of  whom  is  found  in  the 
following  biography.  The  Aitkens  live  on  Hughes 
Avenue,  which  derived  its  name  from  the  Hughes 
family.  Mrs.  Hughes  has  been  interested  in  the  social 
and  religious  life  of  the  Bloomfield  section,  having  for 
some  time  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  Asbury 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Springville,  of  which  she 
and  her  husband  are  members.  In  fact,  for  genera¬ 
tions,  the  Hughes  family  has  attended  this  house  of 
worship. 


JOHN  ANDREW  AITKEN— One  of  the  real 
aims  in  life  is  to  be  employed  at  an  occupation  that 
is  both  interesting  and  profitable.  It  is  with  this 
prospect  in  view  that  many  persons  with  foresight 
and  willingness  have  spent  many  hours  in  study  and 
training,  with  the  result  that  their  economic  welfare 
and  material  happiness  have  been  benefited  to  a  large 
extent.  Such  a  man,  who  has  labored  steadfastly  and 
has  seen  his  work  bear  fruit,  is  the  one  whose  career 
is  contained  in  this  narrative. 

The  birthplace  of  John  A.  Aitken  was  at  Glen- 
walter,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  September 
19,  1875.  His  parents,  James  and  Harriett  (Bailey) 
Aitken,  lived  at  that  time  on  a  large  farm  in  Glen- 
walter  where  the  elder  Aitken  was  a  successful  agri¬ 
culturist,  and  carried  on  a  grain,  vegetable  and  sugar 
business.  They  were  well  known  there  and  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  five  girls  and  three  boys. 
Their  son,  John  A.  Aitken,  attended  the  public  school 
of  his  home  town,  and  after  completing  his  grammar 
school  training  expected  to  continue  his  education. 
Through  his  father’s  death  in  1887,  this  opportunity 
was  denied  him,  he  then  being  forced  to  give  up  all 
of  his  time  to  the  care  of  the  family  farm. 

He,  however,  left  Glenwalter  a  few  years  later  and 
went  to  work  in  a  wholesale  grocery  enterprise  in 
Montreal.  Subsequently  he  became  engaged  in  a  lug¬ 
gage  business  in  the  same  city.  In  1899  he  removed 
to  the  United  States,  settling  for  a  time  in  New 
England,  near  Rockland,  Maine,  and  near  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  In  1916  he  journeyed  to  Staten  Island, 
where  he  decided  to  permanently  settle  and  has  lived 
here  ever  since. 

During  the  first  two  years  of  his  residence  here  he 
was  employed  by  Brayman  Brothers,  harbor  contrac¬ 
tors ;  but  from  1918  to  the  present  time  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Staten  Island  Shipbuilding  Cor¬ 
poration  as  an  electrical  engineer.  He  has  gained  much 
valuable  information  as  well  as  sound  practical  knowl¬ 
edge  by  taking  special  courses  in  engineering,  and  it 
was  through  this  study  in  the  first  place  that  he  was 
able  to  obtain  his  present  position. 

Mr.  Aitken  was  married,  on  December  31,  1900,  to 
Marguerite  T.  Hall,  a  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Mary 
A.  (Gray)  Hall,  both  of  old  families  of  Rockland, 
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Maine.  He  and  his  wife  have  six  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  i.  Kathleen  M.,  born  February  27,  1906,  who 
married  J.  W.  Hughes  (see  accompanying  biography). 
2.  Dorothy  C.,  born  December  22,  1908,  married  Floyd 
MacKenzie  of  Mariners  Harbor.  3.  John,  born  March 
28,  1910  (these  first  three  children  were  born  at  East 
Boston).  4.  Evelen  C,  born  June  15,  1913,  at  Beverly, 
Massachusetts.  5.  Irving  B.,  born  August  22,  1918,  at 
Elm  Park,  Staten  Island.  6.  Mable  R.,  born  July  4, 
1923,  here  at  Bloomfield. 

Mr.  Aitken,  while  in  Canada,  was  a  member  of  the 
regiment  of  the  Royal  Scots  of  Canada.  At  one  time 
he  belonged  to  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  in  Port 
Richmond,  and  the  Order  of  Foresters  while  in  Rock¬ 
land,  Maine.  In  politics  he  is  an  avowed  Democrat. 
He  and  his  family  are  attendants  of  the  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  at  New  Springville.  The 
Aitken  home  is  at  No.  87  Hughes  Avenue,  Port 
Richmond. 


ANDREW  ABRAMS — Steadily  but  surely  work¬ 
ing  his  way  up  to  success,  the  late  Andrew  Abrams  of 
Tottenville  was  one  of  Staten  Island’s  respected  and 
esteemed  citizens.  During  the  development  of  this 
vicinity  to  its  present  potential  position  in  metropoli¬ 
tan  affairs,  he  took  a  highly  important  part  through 
his  activities  as  a  capable  and  accomplished  contractor 
and  builder.  Mr.  Abrams’  entire  career  is  a  remark¬ 
able  example  of  industry  and  rightly  directed  ambi¬ 
tion,  for  by  his  own  earnest  efforts  and  constant 
application  to  his  chosen  work,  he  advanced  until  he 
had  reached  a  place  among  the  business  leaders  of  this 
thriving  area. 

Mr.  Abrams  was  born  in  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
March  6,  1842,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  city.  Filled  with  the  spirit  of 
adventure,  a  pioneer  at  heart,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  the  fullness  of  his  youth,  when  he  was 
but  eighteen  years  of  age.  Shortly  after  his  arrival, 
the  Civil  War  began  and  he  at  once  gave  his  services 
to  his  adopted  country  and  served  in  the  navy  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  came  to  Staten  Island 
and  with  the  money  he  had  saved  during  his  naval 
service,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  built  his  first 
modest  home.  For  a  short  time  he  was  connected 
with  Robert  Lee  on  Amboy  Road,  but  shortly  there¬ 
after  engaged  in  business  independently,  having  a 
thorough,  basic  knowledge  of  the  building  business, 
in  which  he  continued  ever  after.  His  first  building 
operation  was  the  erection  of  a  dwelling  on  Sprague 
Avenue  which  he  completed  with  the  satisfaction  and 
commendation  of  all  concerned,  with  the  result  that 
he  soon  received  numerous  calls  for  his  services.  His 
enterprise  grew  and  prospered  due  to  his  thorough 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  honesty  and  integrity 
with  which  he  had  begun  his  career,  while  every 
project  which  was  entrusted  to  his  care  was  certain 
to  be  constructed  with  care,  precision,  while  the 
materials  and  accessories  could  be  depended  upon  for 
excellence  of  quality  and  thorough  dependability. 
Many  splendid  buildings  stand  throughout  Staten 
Island  as  monuments  to  his  creative  genius,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  which  he  erected  many  homes  and  buildings 
as  personal  investments,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
had  twenty-two  tenants  of  his  own.  Mr.  Abrams 
watched  with  interest  the  gradual  change  of  Staten 
Island  to  the  position  of  a  modern,  busy  community 
and  as  a  part  of  the  greatest  metropolitan  center  of 
the  world.  One  of  his  deepest  interests  was  the 
history  of  this  Island,  of  which  he  was  an  avid  student. 
He  was  a  popular  figure  in  every  civic  campaign  and 
worked  earnestly  for  the  betterment  of  public  condi¬ 


tions  and  the  people’s  welfare.  His  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tions  were  confined  to  Lenhart  Post,  No.  163,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  was  Quarter¬ 
master  for  a  number  of  years.  In  his  religious 
adherence,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Bethel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Abrams 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  as  a  carpenter’s 
mate,  and  was  in  service  for  the  entire  duration  of 
the  great  struggle,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
at  the  conclusion  of  hostilities.  His  death  occurred 
in  1912,  and  he  was  sincerely  mourned  by  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  had  taken  such  a  prominent  part 
for  so  many  years. 

Andrew  Abrams  married,  January  17,  1878,  Char¬ 
lotte  Lenny,  born  July  22,  1856,  daughter  of  John  A. 
and  Serina  (Campbell)  Lenny,  both  of  whom  were 
members  of  old,  prominent  New  Jersey  families.  Mrs. 
Abrams  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Tottenville, 
and  is  active  in  civic,  church,  philanthropic  and 
charitable  organizations.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Conference  House  Association  and  of  the  Baptist 
Church  Ladies  Aid  Society.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrams 
were  the  parents  of  two  daughters :  1.  Dora,  deceased, 
who  married  George  Wood,  of  Prince  Bay,  leaving 
a  son,  Roland  A.  2.  Ellenore,  married  M.  B.  Gates, 
of  Brooklyn.  Mrs.  Abrams  continues  to  reside  in  the 
old  family  home  at  No.  7285  Amboy  Road,  Totten¬ 
ville,  where  she  has  resided  nearly  fifty  years. 


JESSE  L.  BERNSTEIN — Among  the  compara¬ 
tively  recent  business  establishments  opened  on  Staten 
Island  is  the  pharmacy  at  No.  74  Westervelt  Ave¬ 
nue,  New  Brighton,  owned  and  operated  by  Jesse  L. 
Bernstein.  Mr.  Bernstein  is  a  graduate  of  the  School 
of  Pharmacy  at  Columbia  University,  New  York. 

The  Bernstein  family  was  early  represented  in 
Minsk,  Russia,  where  the  parents  of  Jesse  L.  Bern¬ 
stein  resided.  They  were  Louis  and  Pearl  (Latus) 
Bernstein,  the  former  having  been  born  in  Minsk 
and  educated  in  that  city.  About  forty  years  ago 
they  left  their  native  land  and  voyaged  to  the  United 
States,  arriving  in  New  York  City  and  immediately 
settling  there.  Mr.  Bernstein  was  a  cap  manufacturer 
by  occupation,  though  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  became  a  merchant,  engaging  in  a  stationery 
business.  He  was  a  man  of  high  standing  in  the 
community,  endowed  with  sound  business  principles 
and  sagacity,  and  managed  his  establishment  credit¬ 
ably.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children :  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Sidney,  Harry, 
Donnie,  Ida,  Albert,  and  Jesse  L.  Louis  Bernstein’s 
death  occurred  in  1924;  his  wife  survives  him. 

Jesse  L.  Bernstein  was  born  in  New  York,  Decem¬ 
ber  22,  1903,  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
local  public  schools.  After  first  deciding  to  become 
a  dentist,  he  completed  a  pre-dental  course  at  New 
York  University  in  1923,  but  forwent  further  study 
in  order  to  associate  with  his  brother  in  the  latter’s 
dress  business.  Mr.  Bernstein  acted  as  a  buyer  for 
his  brother’s  establishment,  and  maintained  this  con¬ 
nection  for  two  years.  During  this  time  he  also 
undertook  a  scientific  course  of  study  at  the  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  thus  receiving  an  experi¬ 
ence  and  training  that  was  to  prove  helpful  in  sub¬ 
sequent  years. 

In  1925  Mr.  Bernstein  entered  the  School  of  Phar¬ 
macy  at  Columbia  University,  and  was  graduated  in 
1928  with  the  degree  of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy. 
While  attending  the  latter  institution  he  had  supple¬ 
mented  his  studies  by  doing  practical  work  in  several 
pharmacies.  After  obtaining  his  license  as  a  drug- 
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gist  he  became  manager  of  Friedland  Brothers  Drug 
Stores,  opening  two  new  stores,  one  in  the  Bronx 
and  the  other  in  Harlem.  He  remained  in  this  capac¬ 
ity  until  1930  when  he  established  a  business  of  his 
own  at  No.  74  Westervelt  Avenue,  New  Brighton, 
Staten  Island. 

In  choosing  to  operate  this  establishment  here,  Mr. 
Bernstein  gave  evidence  of  his  faith  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Staten  Island-at-large  and  New  Brighton, 
in  particular.  His  store  is  a  large  and  finely-equipped 
one,  fully  capable  of  administering  to  the  pharma¬ 
ceutical  needs  of  the  community  and  able  to  furnish 
adequate  soda  fountain  service.  His  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  St.  George  Gardens 
and  to  the  Jersey  Street  and  Richmond  Terrace 
sections. 

Jesse  L.  Bernstein  is  a  member  of  organizations 
within  his  profession  and  in  civic  life.  He  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  Rho  Pi  Phi,  the  international  pharmacy 
school  fraternity. 

Mr.  Bernstein’s  marriage  took  place  on  June  11, 
1927,  in  New  York,  to  Roslyn  Bessie  Lichtenstein, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Clara  Lichtenstein  of  this  city. 


CHARLES  C.  SEIDENSTRICKER — A  Staten 
Island  resident  of  ten  years’  standing,  Charles  C. 
Seidenstricker  of  Westerleigh  has  aided  materially  in 
the  development  of  local  realty  enterprises.  He  has 
also  had  considerable  experience  in  positions  of 
executive  capacity  and  at  present  serves  as  president 
of  the  Sta-Jax  Sales  Company,  Incorporated,  of  New 
York,  with  headquarters  in  New  Brighton. 

The  Seidenstricker  family  is  of  German  descent, 
represented  for  several  years  in  York,  Pennsylvania, 
the  native  home  of  Calvin  A.  and  Cora  C.  (Eyster) 
Seidenstricker,  parents  of  our  subject.  The  elder 
Seidenstricker  acquired  his  education  in  his  home 
community  and  subsequently  became  the  owner  of 
a  truck  farm  in  this  district.  In  later  years  his  call¬ 
ing  became  that  of  a  cigar  manufacturer,  by  which 
he  rose  to  prominence.  During  the  Spanish-Amer- 
ican  War  he  was  a  captain  in  the  United  States 
Army,  and  is  now  commander  of  the  Spanish-Amer- 
ican  War  Veterans  at  York. 

Charles  C.  Seidenstricker  was  born  in  York,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  March  26,  1896,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  community.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  discontinue  his  school¬ 
ing,  temporarily,  in  order  to  aid  his  parents  in  the 
management  of  their  farm,  the  family  circumstances 
during  this  period  being  very  modest.  Four  years 
later,  however,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy 
and  in  his  spare  time  was  enabled  to  continue  his 
studies.  After  two  years  of  diligent  effort,  he  took 
the  entrance  examinations  for  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy,  and  passed  them  successfully  but  did  not 
make  application  for  admission  into  this  institution 
as  the  life  of  a  naval  officer  did  not  particularly  appeal 
to  him.  His  discharge  from  the  navy  came  in  1916, 
and  his  marriage  followed  immediately. 

Upon  the  entrance  of  our  country  into  the  World 
War,  Mr.  Seidenstricker  reenlisted  in  the  navy  and 
remained  in  that  service  for  the  duration  of  the 
struggle.  He  was  on  the  United  States  ship,  “Von 
Stuben,”  formerly  the  “Crown  Prince  Wilhelm,”  and 
made  twelve  trips  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  being 
wounded  on  one  occasion.  Following  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  he  realized  that  in  the  shortage  of  com¬ 
petent  sales  executives  there  lay  an  excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  enter  a  new  field  and  advance  as  rapidly 
as  his  initiative  and  diligence  would  warrant.  With 
this  object  in  mind  he  became  associated  with  an 
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organization  being  formed  by  James  W.  Elliott  in 
New  York  City,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a 
corporation  which  controlled  patents  on  an  electrical 
starter  for  airplane  motors.  Mr.  Seidenstricker’s  posi¬ 
tion  was  that  of  a  salesman  placed  on  a  straight  com¬ 
mission  basis. 

Then  followed  nearly  four  months  of  almost  dis¬ 
couraging  effort,  fraught  with  few  sales  and  little 
material  headway.  But  at  the  end  of  this  time  a 
gratifying  change  of  fortune  came  about,  with  the 
result  that  Mr.  Seidenstricker’s  sales  increased  greatly, 
both  in  volume  and  in  number,  and  he  was  soon 
able  to  lead  the  sales  force  of  the  organization. 

Sometime  later  Mr.  Elliott’s  success  with  the  fore¬ 
going  campaign  led  him  to  form  a  corporation  known 
as  the  James  W.  Elliott’s  Business  Builders,  organ¬ 
ized  for  the  express  purpose  of  financing  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  various  concerns  through  the  sale  of  their 
stock  to  the  general  public.  Mr.  Seidenstricker  was 
named  assistant  sales  manager,  his  work  consisting 
of  writing  classified  advertisements  in  order  to  bring 
in  men  from  all  sources,  train  them  to  sell  securities 
and  then  send  them  to  their  respective  fields.  So 
successful  did  this  work  become  that  he  was  duly 
promoted  to  the  post  of  sales  manager,  wherein  lay 
tasks  of  a  more  administrative  character.  In  1921 
he  resigned  this  position  in  order  to  become  connected 
with  the  real  estate  and  mortgage  business  on  Staten 
Island,  a  venture  which  was  successful  from  its  very 
beginning.  He  soon  organized  a  mortgage  business 
that  in  a  short  time  was  conceded  to  handle  about 
seventy  per  cent,  of  the  second  mortgage  negotiated 
in  this  county.  His  chief  aim  was  to  consider  the  best 
interests  of  his  clients,  for  instead  of  persuading 
prospective  home-builders  to  borrow  unnecessarily 
large  sums,  he  urged  them  to  be  conservative  and 
cautious.  All  in  all,  this  policy  of  acting  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  counselor  for  his  clients  resulted  in  gaining  the 
unfaltering  confidence  of  the  people  of  this  borough. 

He  organized  and  directed  several  companies,  his 
listing  in  the  “Directory  of  Directors”  being  as  fol¬ 
lows:  President  and  chairman  of  Board,  New  Dorp 
Heights  Realty  Company,  Incorporated;  Isleboro 
Homes  Corporation;  Tri-Boro  Securites  Corpora¬ 
tion;  president  and  director,  Sta-Jax  Sales  Company 
of  New  York,  Incorporated ;  Sta-Jax  Sales  Company 
of  Illinois;  Sta-Jax  Manufacturing  Company,  Chic¬ 
ago;  director,  Richmond  Borough  Savings  and  Build¬ 
ing  Loan  Association,  Ambo  Realty  Corporation,.  H. 
and  H.  W.  Realty  Corporation. 

In  the  year  1928,  an  offer  of  the  managership 
of  the  Sta-Jax  Sales  Company  of  Illinois  was  made 
Mr.  Seidenstricker  by  officials  of  that  corporation. 
The  company  held  sales  rights  on  a  patented  auto¬ 
mobile  accessory  but  were  seemingly  unable  to  make 
appreciable  headway  within  their  field.  He,  however, 
was  able  to  build  the  corporation  up  to  a  high  level 
of  efficiency  within  a  comparatively  short  time,  after 
which  in  June,  1929,  he  resigned  his  position  of  man¬ 
ager. 

Mr.  Seidenstricker  is  now  located  at  No.  280  Jersey 
Street,  New  Brighton,  as  president  of  the  Sta-Jax 
Sales  Company  of  New  York,  Incorporated.  His 
work  is  connected  with  the  sale  of  a  combination 
stabilizer  and  jack,  the  important  part  of  his  duties 
being  the  developing  of  a  large  sales  force  throughout 
the  middle  Atlantic  States.  In  this  respect  he  is  called 
upon  to  travel  considerably,  as  his  territory  extends 
to  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

As  a  resident  of  Staten  Island  he  has  interested 
himself  in  civic  affairs,  and  through  his  connection 
with  local  realty  and  business  endeavors  he  ha 
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done  much  toward  the  advancement  of  the  island. 
In  addition  to  his  business  duties,  he  holds  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons. 

Charles  C.  Seidenstricker’s  marriage  took  place  on 
March  26,  1917,  to  Mary  C.  Nilsson,  of  New  York 
City,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Peter  and  Katherine  C. 
(Woods)  Nilsson.  Mrs.  Seidenstricker  has  been  an 
ever-constant  inspiration  to  her  husband  in  his  work 
and  has  served  as  a  splendid  home-maker.  Their  mar¬ 
riage  was  blessed  with  the  birth  of  two  daughters: 
Mary  Elsa,  born  in  April,  1918;  and  Jean  Louise, 
born  in  April,  1920,  died  in  February,  1923.  The 
Seidenstricker  home  is  situated  at  No.  328  Cheves 
Street,  Westerleigh. 


CHARLES  GARIBALDI — Back  in  the  year  1900 
the  great  transatlantic  liner,  “Lorraine,”  returned 
from  the  shores  of  Europe,  wended  her  majestic  way 
into  the  New  York  Harbor,  passed  the  Statue  of 
Liberty,  dropped  her  anchor,  and  prepared  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  thousands  of  impatient  passengers  who 
had  long  been  counting  the  hours  separating  them 
from  their  destinations.  Soon  there  trooped  from  the 
elegant  cabins  many  prosperous  and  care-free  Amer¬ 
ican  citizens,  overjoyed  in  the  return  to  their  home¬ 
land,  happily  anticipating  the  reception  that  awaited 
them  at  the  hands  of  loving  relatives  and  friends  who 
had  likewise  been  counting  the  hours  before  they 
would  again  meet  and  embrace.  While  all  this 
rejoicing  was  taking  place  among  the  fortunate  cabin 
passengers,  there  were  other  voyagers  upon  that  ves¬ 
sel  whose  immediate  future  was  not  such  a  joyful 
one.  These,  sequestered  far  down  in  the  less  com¬ 
fortable  quarters  of  the  “Lorraine,”  having  heard 
wonderful  tales  of  our  Land  of  the  Free,  had  left 
the  countries  of  their  birth  that  they,  too,  might 
better  their  station  and  condition  in  life.  They 
gathered  about  the  steerage  in  little  groups,  talking 
among  themselves  in  excited  tones,  a  cosmopolitan  lot 
of  men,  women  and  children,  who  were  both  hope¬ 
ful  and  frightened.  Standing  nearby,  but  unlike  those 
others,  his  countenance  displaying  no  feelings  of 
alarm  as  to  what  the  future  might  hold  in  store  for 
him  stood  a  sturdy,  bright  eyed  lad  of  fifteen  years. 
Despite  the  fact  that  he  was  a  homeless  orphan,  prac¬ 
tically  penniless,  without  an  education  and  utterly 
lacking  in  knowledge  of  the  country  to  which  he  had 
thus  confidently  journeyed,  this  little  fellow  pos¬ 
sessed  qualities  which,  did  his  fellow  passengers  but 
know  it,  were  destined  to  some  day  make  of  him 
one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  adopted  country, 
America. 

Reared  in  the  historic  city  of  Genoa,  Italy,  where 
his  birth  took  place,  June  20,  1885,  Charles  Garibaldi 
was  the  son  of  Anthony  and  Theresa  (Bogiano) 
Garibaldi,  the  father  for  many  years  a  proprietor 
of  vineyards  in  that  country.  Tragedy  early  entered 
the  lives  of  little  Charles  and  the  other  children  of 
the  happy  family,  when  their  kindly  father  passed 
away.  Thereafter,  untold  hardships  were  the  lot  of 
his  widowed  mother  and  her  little  ones,  and  finally, 
when  Charles  was  in  his  tenth  year,  his  mother, 
unable  longer  to  preserve  her  waning  strength,  col¬ 
lapsed  and  fell  down  the  stairs  in  her  home  and  died. 
The  family  eventually  scattered;  three  brothers  and  a 
sister  are  now  residing  in  California,  and  another 
sister  is  located  in  South  America,  all  having  chosen 
to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

After  Charles  Garibaldi  was  permitted  to  leave 
Ellis  Island,  he  remained  for  a  time  in  New  York. 
Later  he  went  to  New  Jersey  and  for  about  ten 
months  was  engaged  in  various  humble  capacities  in 


different  hotels.  Finally,  he  began  to  miss  the  life  and 
bustle  of  the  great  metropolis,  and  accordingly  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York,  first  to  do  menial  tasks  in  a 
cafe,  and  later  to  become  a  driver  of  wagons  for 
lumber  and  coal  companies,  in  which  labor  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  many  years.  Little  did  the  dealers  for 
whom  he  worked  during  the  earlier  years  realize  that 
Charles  Garibaldi  had  at  last  found  the  career  which 
he  was  seeking.  Tirelessly  he  studied  the  coal  and 
lumber  businesses  in  all  their  phases,  having  been 
employed  by  a  large  lumber  company,  for  seven  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period,  Mr.  Garibaldi’s  employer, 
who  had  placed  great  confidence  in  him,  passed  away, 
and  the  youth  who  had  come  to  America  as  a  poor 
boy,  took  over  the  business  for  himself.  A  few 
months  after  assuming  charge  of  the  business  he 
changed  its  name  to  the  Bleeker  Lumber  Company, 
which  is  today  a  prominent  corporation  with  Mr. 
Garibaldi  as  its  president. 

In  1919  Mr.  Garibaldi  came  to  Staten  Island  and 
organized  a  real  estate  business,  which  has  subse¬ 
quently  brought  many  families  to  this  community.  In 
the  following  year,  1920,  he  also  founded  a  real  estate 
company  in  Manhattan,  which  organization  has  been 
equally  successful.  He  eventually  became  a  stock¬ 
holder  of  the  Bowery  and  East  River  Bank,  one 
of  the  powerful  financial  institutions  of  New  York; 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Consolidated  Gas  Company 
of  New  York,  and  the  Continental  Finance  Cor¬ 
poration  of  Jersey  City.  On  November  1,  1926,  Mr. 
Garibaldi  displayed  further  evidence  of  his  remark¬ 
able  ability  as  an  organizer,  financier,  and  business 
executive,  by  bringing  together  a  group  of  prominent 
men  who  took  over  the  lumber  and  coal  business 
formerly  operated  by  George  W.  Allen  and  later  by 
John  R.  Fox,  at  Moselle  Avenue,  Grasmere,  which 
was  incorporated  as  the  Summit  Coal  &  Lumber 
Company.  Mr.  Garibaldi  became  sole  owner  and 
president  of  this  corporation.  In  order  that  some  of 
the  duties  could  be  taken  from  his  shoulders,  Mr. 
Garibaldi  appointed  as  treasurer  Mr.  Fred  O. 
Schwartz,  and  as  directors,  Hon.  Henry  A.  Seessel- 
berg,  Hon.  C.  Ernest  Smith,  Frank  Pezzolo,  and 
Natale  Natani.  This  company  is  unique  in  many 
instances,  one  being  the  rare  spirit  of  good  fellowship 
which  exists  among  the  officers  and  stockholders  in¬ 
vited  by  Mr.  Garibaldi  to  participate  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  concern.  Every  year  the  company  holds  a 
clambake  for  its  stockholders  and  officers,  at  which 
functions  many  happy  hours  are  enjoyed,  anc^  ad¬ 
dresses  are  made  by  the  president  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates,  and  also  by  guests  from  New  York  and 
elsewhere. 

An  outstanding  factor  in  fraternal  affairs,  Mr. 
Garibaldi  is  a  member  and  former  Senior  Deacon  of 
the  Masonic  Order,  Marshall  Lodge,  No.  848,  of 
New  York  City,  and  a  member  of  Amity  Chapter, 
No.  160,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  and  while  residing  in 
the  city  he  was  very  active  in  other  orders.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Club  of  Staten  Island, 
and  of  the  local  lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  the  latter  organization 
of  which  he  has  served  on  the  investigating  com¬ 
mittee  for  several  years,  and  is  a  leader  in  its  various 
functions.  He  organized  and  is  president  of  the 
Grasmere- Concord  Improvement  Association,  Incor¬ 
porated,  which  is  working  tirelessly  in  the  interest 
of  that  section  of  the  borough.  This  organization  is 
the  outcome  of  a  consolidation  of  two  former  civic 
enterprises  which,  in  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Garibaldi, 
could  function  more  efficiently  if  combined.  Mr. 
Garibaldi  also  organized  on  May  1,  1928,  the  Staten 
Island  Funding  Corporation  which  deals  in  mortgages 
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and  loans.  He  is  the  president  and  the  dominating 
factor  in  the  direction  of  this  new  local  financial 
institution  and  was  instrumental  in  bringing  to  Staten 
Island  one  of  its  first  brokerage  houses  in  that  of 
Chisolm  and  Chapman  who  have  been  located  in  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  building  in  Bay  Street,  St. 
George,  since  July  1929.  In  brief,  there  is  probably 
no  important  civic  or  business  undertaking  which 
tends  to  the  betterment  of  conditions  on  Staten  Island 
that  does  not  receive  the  active  support  of  this  big 
souled  business  man  and  financier. 

Charles  Garibaldi  married  in  1906,  Rose  Balletto, 
a  native  of  New  York  City.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  1.  Anthony,  born 
December  8,  1907.  2.  Louis,  born  June  21,  1910.  3. 
Julia,  born  January  1,  1913.  4.  Joseph,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1918.  Mr.  Garibaldi  has  provided  his  chil¬ 
dren  with  ample  educational  advantages  which  he 
was  never  able  to  afford  himself,  fate  having  decreed 
that  even  in  youth  he  should  bear  the  responsibilities 
of  an  adult,  arriving  at  his  present  station,  a  truly 
s-  f-made  man,  respected  and  admired  by  all  with 
wnom  he  comes  in  contact.  A  constructive-minded 
citizen  of  whom  Staten  Island  may  well  be  proud. 


OTTO  A.  E.  WOEHRLE— Along  the  North 
Shore  and  in  the  district  about  Mariners  Harbor 
few  men  have  aided  more  in  the  religious,  civic,  and 
commercial  advance  of  the  community  than  the  one 
whose  name  heads  this  review.  The  Woehrle  family 
dates  back  in  this  country  nearly  three-quarters  of  a 
century,  and  most  of  that  time  its  members  have  re¬ 
sided  on  Staten  Island. 

The  birth  of  Otto  A.  E.  Woehrle  took  place  on 
April  2,  1868,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Anna  C.  Woehrle. 

Jacob  Woehrle  was  a  native  of  Baden-Baden,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven.  He  was 
educated  in  his  native  land,  having  had  a  well- 
grounded  elementary  schooling  which  was  followed 
by  a  course  of  study  and  discipline  in  a  military 
school.  Just  as  he  had  finished  his  military  training 
his  mother  died,  and  after  her  death  he  went  to 
Italy,  but  stayed  there  only  a  short  time.  He  decided 
to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World  and  shipped 
from  there  on  a  sailing  vessel  for  the  United  States. 
The  boat  was  wrecked  near  the  Canary  Islands.  He 
boarded  a  second  vessel,  which  had  the  misfortune  to 
run  ashore  at  the  Azores  because  of  a  mutiny  of  the 
crew,  leaving  the  boat  to  inexperienced  hands.  He 
lost  all  of  his  belongings,  but  far  from  discouraged, 
he  finally  gained  passage  on  a  British  bark  bound  for 
the  West  Indies,  and  after  reaching  that  destination 
he  sailed  to  the  United  States  on  a  fourth  ship,  which 
terminated  a  journey  covering  a  period  of  ninety-two 
days  enroute  to  this  country.  Upon  reaching  New 
York  he  was  befriended  by  the  skipper  of  the  vessel, 
who  was  a  great  aid  to  him  in  his  search  for  employ¬ 
ment. 

His  first  job  was  in  a  shoemaker’s  shop  in  Maiden 
Lane,  which  district,  in  1857,  was  much  like  a  country 
town  in  its  rustic  and  thinly  populated  appearance. 
After  learning  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  young  Woehrle 
purchased  his  employer’s  interest  in  the  shop,  and 
also  bought  two  acres  of  land  just  north  of  the  old 
State  Capitol  Building  in  the  neighborhood  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Street. 

He  then  married,  his  bride  being  also  a  native  of 
Baden-Baden.  He  had  known  her  while  living  in 
the  home  country,  and  she  came  to  New  York  a  year 
previous  to  the  marriage.  The  young  couple  removed 
to  Brooklyn  and  established  a  home  near  Greenwood 


Cemetery  in  the  Flatbush  district.  His  business  in 
New  York  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was 
obliged  to  enlarge  the  workshop,  and  he  had  four 
men  in  his  employ.  As  time  went  on,  however,  he 
sold  both  his  business  and  his  home  and  located  in 
down-town  Brooklyn.  He  had  somewhat  retired  from 
active  business,  though  he  retained  his  realty  holdings 
in  New  York  and  acquired  more  land  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Wanamaker’s.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  five  children :  Louis,  Christianna,  Mary,  Otto 
A.  E.,  and  Charlotte. 

His  wife’s  health  began  to  fail  while  they  were  re¬ 
siding  in  down-town  Brooklyn,  and  acting  upon  the. 
advice  of  her  physician  that  she  move  to  the  country, 
the  family  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1872.  They  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Long  Neck  district  at  Travisville,  which 
was  then  a  beautifully  wooded  section  inhabited  by 
not  more  than  fifty  families. 

Jacob  Woehrle’s  real  estate  in  Manhattan  had,  in 
the  meantime,  become  valuable,  but  through  business 
misfortunes  and  the  failure  of  his  broker,  he  lost  a 
large  share  of  his  wealth.  Despite  this  set-back  his 
Staten  Island  home  and  acreage  was  still  his  own,  * 
and  through  his  inherent  industry  and  perseverance 
and  that  of  his  sons,  he  became  the  owner  of  a  suc¬ 
cessful  truck  gardening  and  dairy  business.  Not  con¬ 
tent  with  operating  this  business,  he  labored  also  in 
the  linoleum  factory,  holding  his  position  there  for 
seventeen  years. 

His  wife  passed  away  in  1874,  and  he  continued  to 
live  in  Travisville  until  his  death  in  1917,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine.  During  his  entire  residence  on  the 
Island  he  had  earned  the  reputation  of  a  genial  and 
kindly  host  who  received  many  visitors  from  New 
York  and  Brooklyn. 

Of  his  children:  1.  Louis  married  Henrietta  La 
Selle,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  who  was  a  native  of 
Alsace-Lorraine.  He  died  in  1891.  2.  Christianna,  un¬ 
married,  remained  at  home  with  her  father  for  a 
time,  but  now  lives  in  Port  Richmond.  3.  Mary 
married  John  Carey,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  they 
have  three  children :  Christianna,  Charlotte,  and 
John.  The  Carey  home  is  at  Port  Richmond.  4.  Otto 
A.  E.,  mentioned  in  this  review.  5.  Charlotte  married 
Adam  Glackner,  who  came  from  Berlin,  Germany. 
He  is  a  chemist  and  connected  with  the  Fellows 
Hydro  Phosphate  Company,  of  New  York,  which 
business  carries  him  to  several  foreign  countries.  To 
this  marriage  three  children  were  born :  Francis, 
Carl,  and  Dorothy.  The  Glackner  family  now  reside 
in  Port  Richmond. 

Otto  A.  E.  Woehrle  was  educated  in  the  district 
school  at  Travisville,  as  early  as  the  age  of  eight 
he  began  to  help  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm 
and  later  he  was  care-taker  of  the  local  schoolhouse. 
Soon  after,  he  became  employed  in  the  linoleum  fac¬ 
tory  and  remained  there  until  1900,  when  he  took  a 
position  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company  at  Constable 
Hook,  as  a  pipe-fitter’s  helper.  After  four  years  of 
labor  at  this  job  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he 
first  worked  as  a  plumber’s  helper,  but  ultimately  re¬ 
ceived  his  journeyman’s  card  as  a  first-class  plumber. 

By  1905  he  had  secured  his  master  plumber’s  li¬ 
cense,  and  had  also  succeeded  in  purchasing,  on  Staten 
Island,  the  old  Lake  homestead,  located  on  Richmond 
Terrace  near  Union  Avenue,  at  Mariners  Harbor. 
He  remodeled  the  building,  put  in  a  showroom,  and 
thus  practically  constructed  the  first  shop  of  its  kind 
on  the  Island,  a  thoroughly  roomy  and  up-to-date 
place  of  business.  During  his  second  year  here  he 
received,  through  a  bid,  the  contract  for  the  build¬ 
ing  of  sewers  in  most  of  the  streets  of  both  the  Elm 
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Park  and  Mariners  Harbor  districts,  and  the  plumb¬ 
ing  in  many  of  the  houses  in  these  two  sections.  In 
his  employ  he  had  a  force  of  nineteen  men,  which  in 
time  was  increased  to  a  larger  number.  The  paying 
of  adequate  wages  to  his  employees,  together  with 
his  ability  to  train  them  properly  and  to  superintend 
their  work,  made  him  greatly  respected  both  in  his 
home  community  and  throughout  the  Island,  as  a  man 
of  splendid  business  integrity  and  character. 

He  eventually  bought  the  house  next  to  his  shop, 
using  the  upstairs  rooms  for  his  own  living  quarters 
and  renting  his  store  to  the  post  office.  This  situation 
was  maintained  for  ten  years  after  which  he  again 
took  over  the  management  of  his  store  in  which  he 
also  had  charge  of  his  plumbing  business.  Gradually, 
as  his  business  increased,  he  handled  plumbing  con¬ 
tracts  for  jobs  in  all  parts  of  the  Island,  consisting 
of  work  on  streets  and  sewers  and  in  schools,  homes 
and  public  buildings.  In  connection  with  attending  to 
the  plumbing  in  public  buildings,  it  is  not  amiss  to 
note  that  practically  all  leading  builders  on  the  Island 
piled  for  his  services.  He  has  the  distinction  of  be¬ 
ing  the  first  man  locally  to  own  a  Ford  car  as  a  com¬ 
mercial  vehicle.  In  1927  his  retirement  from  active 
control  of  his  organization  took  place. 

Mr.  Woehrle  holds  many  offices  of  a  public  and 
civic  nature.  He  is  the  president  of  the  Mariners 
Harbor  Board  of  Trade,  a  director  of  the  Northfield 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  vice-president  of 
the  Mariners  Harbor  National  Bank.  When  this  bank 
suffered  a  financial  setback,  in  1922,  he  assisted  in 
restoring  and  building  up  its  credit.  Without  doubt,  it 
can  be  said  that  he  is  one  of  the  largest  developers 
of  real  estate  on  the  Island,  especially  in  the  Bement 
Heights,  West  New  Brighton,  and  Burnside  Street 
sections. 

Mr.  Woehrle  also  has  other  affiliations  such  as  be¬ 
ing  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  member  of  the  Foresters  of  America, 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Politically,  he  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Democratic  Organization  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County.  He  has  aided  in  the  work  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  at  Linoleumville, 
and  has  contributed  much  of  his  time  and  means  to 
the  support  of  the  Summerfield  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  where  he  and  his  family  have  long  attended. 
He  has  served  as  a  trustee  of  this  church  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  for  many  years, 
and  he  organized  its  first  Bible  class.  Through  his 
efforts  Bible  classes  in  all  parts  of  the  Island  have 
been  organized.  Through  his  generosity  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Mariners  Harbor  has  profited,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Protestant  Day  Parade  held 
in  August  of  each  year  on  the  Island. 

Mr.  Woehrle  was  married  in  the  Fall  of  1889,  to 
Elinor  C.  Lowe,  who  died  in  August,  1913,  daughter 
of  John  and  Harriett  (Leah)  Lowe.  She  was  a 
native  of  Southampton,  England,  came  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and 
settled  in  Linoleumville.  Her  father  was  employed  in 
the  linoleum  factory  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1892,  his  wife  surviving  his  passing  by  six  years. 
Mrs.  Woehrle  had  a  brother,  Louis  V.  Lowe,  who  is 
now  with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Company. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woehrle  three  children  were  born 
as  follows:  1.  Louis  G.,  mentioned  more  fully  later 
in  this  review.  2.  Hilda  E.,  attended  public  school 
and  Curtis  High  School,  and  is  a  graduate  nurse  of 
the  Staten  Island  Hospital.  She  married  Arthur 
Beyer  of  Mariners  Harbor,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Elinor,  Dorothy,  and  Arthur,  Jr.  3.  Ernest  A., 


who  after  attending  public  school  and  graduating 
from  Curtis  High  School,  entered  Stevens  Institute 
of  Technology,  from  which  he  received  his  diploma 
as  an  Electrical  Engineer,  class  of  1917.  He  is  at 
present  with  the  Warner  Sugar  Company.  To  him 
and  his  wife,  Hazel  Lake,  formerly  of  Cranford, 
New  Jersey,  one  child  was  born,  named  Richard. 
Four  years  after  the  death  of  the  first  Mrs.  Woehrle, 
Otto  A.  E.  Woehrle  married  (second)  Ida  Jones, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Jones,  of  Mariners 
Harbor.  Mrs.  Woehrle  is  of  an  old  Richmond  County 
family  and  active  in  social  and  other  affairs.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Alumni  of  Staten  Island  Academy. 

The  birth  of  Louis  G.  Woehrle  occurred  at  Lino¬ 
leumville,  on  March  5,  1890.  His  early  schooling  was 
received  at  Public  School  No.  26,  after  which  he 
attended  Curtis  High  School.  He  was  employed  for 
a  short  time  as  a  timekeeper  for  a  force  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  Milliken  Steel  Com¬ 
pany.  Upon  leaving  this  position  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Brewer  Dry  Dock  Company  of 
Mariners  Harbor  as  a  storekeeper.  However,  his 
stay  with  the  latter  concern  was  brief,  and  his  father 
had  need  of  assistance  in  his  steam-fitting  and  plumb¬ 
ing  establishment,  so  the  younger  Woehrle  proceeded 
to  learn  the  plumbing  business  under  the  able  direc¬ 
tion  of  his  father,  and  has  remained  in  this  field 
practically  ever  since. 

By  1914,  through  his  thrift  and  enterprise,  he  had 
managed  to  save  enough  from  his  earnings  to  visit 
the  Exposition  at  San  Francisco  and  various  points  of 
interest  along  the  three  thousand  mile  route,  across 
the  continent.  The  country  about  California  and 
Oklahoma  being  much  to  his  liking,  he  remained  in 
the  vicinity  for  some  time,  and  soon  became  engaged 
in  the  work  of  laying  and  connecting  pipe  lines  in  the 
oil  fields.  When  he  had  completed  this  work  he  went 
to  Alameda,  Colorado,  and  was  employed  there  in 
the  Union  Iron  Works.  The  experience  that  he  had 
acquired  under  his  father’s  able  tutelage  was  of  in¬ 
estimable  value  to  him  in  his  connection  here. 

However,  his  desire  for  travel  and  sightseeing  was 
of  such  a  strong  nature  that  he  left  this  company  and 
took  a  position  with-  the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Com¬ 
pany.  His  thirst  for  travel  over  land  was  finally  as¬ 
suaged,  and  he  then  found  a  situation  with  the  Mat- 
son  Steamship  lines.  While  in  their  service  he  made 
two  trips  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  By  this  time  the 
United  States  had  become  a  participant  in  the  World 
War,  and  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for  duty  as  a 
marine  engineer,  he  took  a  course  in  engineering  at 
the  University  of  California.  After  passing  the  re¬ 
quired  examinations  he  shipped  aboard  the  Steamship 
“Steadfast,”  then  in  the  United  States  Naval  Service. 
This  ship  was  a  transporter  of  army  supplies,  its  rou¬ 
tine  ocean  trip  being  from  San  Francisco  through  the 
Panama  Canal  and  across  the  Atlantic  to  the  seaport 
of  Brest  on  the  French  coast.  During  the  time  of  his 
service  on  board  this  vessel  Mr.  Woehrle  attained  the 
rank  of  junior  engineer  and  made  nineteen  trips  be¬ 
tween  San  Francisco  and  France. 

On  February  22,  1920,  he  was  mustered  out  of 
service  at  Newport  News,  and  then  returned  to  his 
home  on  Staten  Island.  He  then  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  plumbing  business  and,  with  the 
retirement  of  the  elder  Woehrle  a  few  years  ago  he 
succeeded  him. 

He  is  both  interested  and  active  in  the  affairs  re¬ 
lating  to  the  healthy  and  undeterred  growth  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  following  fraternal  and  business  organizations : 
The  Staten  Island  Lodge  of  the  Order  of  Elks,  the 
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Lions  Club,  Junior  Order  United  American  Me¬ 
chanics,  the  Steuben  Society  of  America,  the  Carteret 
Club  of  Jersey  City,  and  Democratic  Organization  on 
Staten  Island,  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
the  Mariners  Harbor  Board  of  Trade. 

On  October  15,  1928,  Louis  G.  Woehrle  married 
Olga  Nelson,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Mr.  Woehrle’s  place  of  business  is  located  at  No. 
9  Union  Avenue,  Mariners  Harbor. 


CAPTAIN  SAMUEL  DE  HART— One  of  the 

very  ancient  families  on  Staten  Island  whose  mem¬ 
bers  in  early  times  were  connected  with  other  pioneer 
stock  is  that  of  the  De  Harts  on  the  North  Shore. 
During  the  years  since  their  establishment  here  they 
have  been  identified  with  various  phases  of  the  island’s 
progress  widely  helpful  to  the  community.  This 
family  of.  sturdy  inhabitants  was  most  faithfully  rep¬ 
resented  in  later  years  by  Captain  Samuel  De  Hart, 
now  deceased,  whose  daughters  still  reside  in  the  old 
settling  place  on  Richmond  Terrace  about  a  mile 
west  of  Mariners  Harbor. 

The  first  De  Hart  of  whom  we  have  record  was 
Belthazer  De  Haert,  who  came  from  the  village  of 
Haart  in  Gelderland  (Holland),  and  located  in  the 
New  Netherland  colony.  He  bought  land  in  Flat- 
bush,  Long  Island  (now  a  part  of  Brooklyn),  in  1668, 
and  some  of  his  descendants  remained  there  while 
others  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey. 
One  Daniel  De  Hart  was  a  witness  at  a  baptism 
on  Staten  Island  in  1707,  and  Matthias,  a  son  of  a 
Daniel,  was  baptized  here  in  1715.  Further,  a  Bel¬ 
thazer,  perhaps  a  son  or  grandson  of  Belthazer  De 
Haert,  had  a  cattlemark  recorded  here  in  1745,  and 
a  son,  Matthias  or  Matthew,  was  born  in  1749  and 
died  in  1840.  Two  brothers,  John  and  Matthias, 
settled  in  the  North  Shore  district  on  the  Kill  Von 
Kull  opposite  Newark  Bay,  about  the  beginning  of 
the  1700’s.  Like  all  original  settlers  they  soon  set 
about  clearing  the  land  and  after  felling  the  trees 
and  cutting  brush  they  built  their  houses,  engaged 
in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming  and  did  some 
fishing  in  the  nearby  waters. 

It  is  believed  that  there  were  also  two  other  broth¬ 
ers,  Samuel  and  William,  who  are  supposed  to  have 
gone  to  nearby  Jersey,  perhaps  Morristown.  Tradi¬ 
tion  relates  that  a  Margaret  Stuyvesant  who  was  said 
to  have  been  a  half-sister  of  Governor  Peter  Stuy¬ 
vesant  of  Holland-Dutch  fame  is  supposed  to  have 
married  an  early  De  Hart,  but  this  is  not  definitely 
known. 

There  are  two  old  houses,  still  standing,  one  on  the 
north  side  or  water  front  of  Richmond  Terrace  at 
the  foot  of  Holland  Avenue  (now  called  Federal 
Place)  which  is  known  to  present  members  of  the 
family  as  “The  John  De  Hart  Homestead,”  and  the 
other,  located  on  the  west  side  of  Holland  Avenue 
and  Richmond  Terrace,  is  called  “The  Matthias  De 
Hart  Homestead.”  Both  homes  are  more  than  two 
hundred  years  old  and  nearby  are  other  eminently 
aged  houses  of  original  settlers.  Since  that  early  pe¬ 
riod  various  generations  of  the  De  Hart  family  have 
continued  to  dwell  in  these  houses  and  others,  which 
were  built  by  them  years  later.  Generally  they  were 
people  of  large  families  and  during  subsequent  times 
spread  to  all  parts  of  Staten  Island  and  to  other 
parts  of  our  country.  One  of  the  streets  in  Mariners 
Harbor  is  named  in  honor  of  the  De  Hart  family. 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  direct  line  of  descent 
of  the  De  Harts  of  present  interest  from  the  time 
of  the  original  American  ancestor,  but  from  1758  to 
the  present,  authentic  records  are  in  evidence. 

According  to  an  old  family  Bible,  which  is  the 


first  document  relating  to  the  family  on  Staten 
Island,  and  now  in  possession  of  the  Misses  De  Hart, 
one  comes  upon  Matthias  De  Hart,  Sr.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1758,  the  grandfather  of  Captain  Samuel 
De  Hart,  and  great-grandfather  of  the  Misses  De 
Hart.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Decker,  also  of  old 
Staten  Island  stock,  who  was  born  in  1772,  fourteen 
years  after  the  birth  of  her  husband.  Matthias  De 
Hart  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children:  Mat¬ 
thias,  of  whom  further;  Catharine,  born  in  1791;  Job, 
born  in  17931  Edward,  born  in  1796;  Margaret,  born 
in  1798;  Abagail,  born  in  1799;  a  second  Abagail, 
born  in  1801;  Samuel,  born  in  1806;  Edward  C.,  born 
in  1811;  and  Elizabeth,  born  in  1813. 

The  birth  of  Matthias  De  Hart,  the  eldest  of  these 
children,  occurred  November  22,  1789,  in  one  of  the 
old  De  Hart  homesteads  in  Mariners  Harbor.  He 
spent  his  entire  lifetime  in  this  district,  following  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  for  the  most  part,  though 
he  was  an  oyster  fisherman  and  trader  as  well.  In 
connection  with  the  latter  business  he  frequently 
sailed  back  and  forth  to  Virginia.  Though  but 
thirty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  enjoyed 
a  successful  career  and  was  a  well-esteemed  citizen 
of  his  neighborhood.  He  married  on  March  5,  1809, 
Elizabeth  Van  Name,  likewise  of  old  pioneer  stock, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  four  children  as  follows: 
1.  Eleanor,  born  in  1810,  who  married  a  distant 
relative,  Henry  De  Hart,  of  the  Quarantine  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  island.  2.  Mary,  born  in  1813,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Garret  Post  of  the  old  Post  family  in  a  nearby 
district.  3.  Captain  Samuel,  of  whom  further.  4. 
Rachel,  born  in  1819,  who  became  the  wife  of  David 
Van  Name,  of  Mariners  Harbor. 

Captain  Samuel  De  Hart,  with  whom  this  review 
deals  principally,  was  born  September  8,  1816  in  the 
house  which  his  parents  occupied  at  Holland  Ave¬ 
nue  and  Richmond  Terrace,  Mariners  Harbor,  known 
as  the  John  De  Hart  homestead.  He  received  an 
adequate  common  district  school  education  and,  in 
time,  through  additional  study  that  he  undertook  on 
his  own  initiative,  became  practically  a  self-educated 
man.  At  an  early  age  he  became  a  devotee  of  sail¬ 
ing  and  boating  due  mainly  to  his  proximity  to  the 
Kill  Von  Kull  where  almost  every  variety  of  craft 
could  be  seen.  He  engaged  both  in  boat  races  in 
which  he  won  distinction  as  a  true  sportsman  and  in 
sailing  for  pleasure.  He  also  conducted  a  ferry,  named 
the  Flirt,  that  plied  between  the  Mariners  Harbor  and 
Elizabeth  shores. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  Captain  De  Hart  began 
the  operation  of  a  wholesale  and  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  and  for  years  carried  on  a  thriving  and  remu¬ 
nerative  trade,  due  chiefly  to  his  resourcefulness  and 
foresight.  During  the  years  in  which  he  managed 
this  establishment  he  acquired  a  large  fleet  of  sail¬ 
boats  which  were  used  as  oyster  boats  and  pleasure 
craft.  He  became  the  owner  of  extensive  oyster  beds 
in  Princes  Bay.  A  robust  man,  dignified  in  carriage 
and  of  an  appearance  and  personality  that  won  him 
a  host  of  warm  friends,  he  became  widely  known 
throughout  Staten  Island  and  the  surrounding  waters 
as  Captain  De  Hart,  the  title  which  he  cherished 
greatly.  His  business  acumen  not  only  manifested  it¬ 
self  in  his  daily  affairs  but  in  his  transactions  as  a 
buyer  of  real  estate,  for  he  purchased  large  parcels 
of  valuable  property  in  his  home  district. 

Captain  De  Hart  took  a  keen  and  helpful  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  village  of  Mariners  Harbor  and 
especially  in  the  locality  in  which  he  lived.  Years 
before,  this  section  had  been  heavily-wooded,  but  as 
time  went  on  thrifty  residents  cleared  the  land  and 
built  up  well-kept  and  prosperous  farms.  The  dis- 
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trict  was  often  referred  to  by  Captain  De  Hart  as 
“Paradise.” 

The  death  of  Captain  Samuel  De  Hart  occurred 
November  io,  1886,  his  widow,  Ann  (Haughwout) 
De  Hart  surviving  him  until  September  6,  1906.  She, 
likewise,  was  of  an  old  and  prominent  Staten  Island 
family  which  resided  mainly  along  the  North  Shore, 
particularly  near  Mariners  Harbor.  She  and  Captain 
De  Hart  were  married  about  1845.  It  is  said  of 
her  that  she  possessed  many  of  the  womanly  qualities, 
which  made  her  a  splendid  helpmate  and  was  one 
who  was  greatly  admired  by  those  with  whom  she 
came  in  contact.  Three  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  1.  Mathias,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  was  born 
November  14,  1845.  He  died  unmarried  July  11, 
1921,  being  the  last  of  this  male  line  to  bear  the 
name  De  Hart.  His  life  was  spent  in  Mariners 
Harbor  where,  after  receiving  his  education  in  the 
local  schools,  he  later  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
management  of  the  latter’s  coal  business.  This  under¬ 
taking  remained  under  his  supervision  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1909,  when  his  sisters  took  over  its  operation. 
He  was  possessed  of  a  sound  education,  executive 
ability,  and  given  to  a  deep  liking  for  literature.  He 
died  in  1916  and  was  buried  in  the  family  plot  at 
Hillside  Cemetery,  Graniteville.  2.  and  3.  Viola,  and 
May  Le  Grange,  twin  sisters,  were  born  on  May 
23,  1864.  Both  received  a  substantial  private  school 
education  and  for  long  years  engaged  in  a  study  of 
music,  becoming  especially  accomplished  at  the  piano 
and  organ.  Since  the  death  of  their  brother  they 
have  managed  the  family  estate.  Though  some  of  the 
old  De  Hart  property  is  still  intact,  the  Misses  De 
Hart  recently  disposed  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
original  acreage  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company.  Their  presence  here  distinguishes  them 
as  being  one  of  the  very  few  pioneer  families  still 
remaining  in  the  district. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  KERR— Of  the  many 
drug  stores  in  Richmond  Borough,  none  is  more  of  a 
mercantile  landmark  than  the  one  owned  by  Frederick 
William  Kerr,  at  Port  Richmond.  Mr.  Kerr  is  a 
Canadian  by  birth  and  received  his  education— in 
scholarship  and  in  chemistry — in  that  country,  but  for 
the  past  forty-three  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Kerr  was  born  in  Oshawa,  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  June  2,  1868,  the  son  of  George  Kerr,  a 
prominent  physician  of  that  province  of  the  Dominion, 
and  Helen  (Fairburn)  Kerr,  both  deceased.  Both 
the  Kerrs  and  Fairburns  are  of  old  English-Canadian 
stock.  Frederick  W.  Kerr’s  early  education  was 
obtained  in  the  Canadian  local  schools,  followed  by 
a  course  in  Pickering  College.  After  completing  the 
curriculum  in  that  institution,  he  entered  and  was, 
later,  graduated  from  the  Ontario  College  of  Phar¬ 
macy,  Toronto.  He  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1887, 
at  which  time  his  brother,  James  Kerr,  M.  D.,  con¬ 
ducted  a  drug  store  on  Richmond  Terrace,  West 
Brighton.  Mr.  Kerr  entered  his  brother’s  store  and 
assisted  the  latter  as  prescription  clerk.  After  sev¬ 
eral  years  in  this  position  Mr.  Kerr  bought  out  the 
Hill  Pharmacy  on  Richmond  Terrace,  once  owned  by 
the  Sloans,  where  he  still  continues  in  business.  Since 
1925  he  has  been  associated  with  Hon.  Edward  J. 
Atwell,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Most  of  the  leading  fraternal  organizations  of  Port 
Richmond  number  Mr.  Kerr  in  their  rosters  of 
membership.  He  is  a  Past  Master  of  Richmond 
Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  a  mem¬ 


ber  of  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Empire 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  of  Mecca  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
and  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  Lodge  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks;  Lodge  No.  128,  Foresters  of  America; 
Lodge  No.  135,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  the  Red 
Men  of  America,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  North  Shore,  having  belonged  to  the  old 
Medora  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  of  West  Brigh¬ 
ton.  In  community  work  Mr.  Kerr  has  been  much 
to  the  fore.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  a  chemist  in 
the  Department  of  Health,  officiating  in  Richmond 
County,  being  appointed  under  the  Democratic  admin¬ 
istration. 

Mr.  Kerr  married  Madeleine  Bailey,  the  daughter 
of  Paul  and  Louise  (Miller)  Bailey,  of  Richmond 
Borough.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerr  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  as  follows :  1.  Frederick  William,  Jr.,  M.  D., 
a  graduate  of  Columbia  University,  class  of  1927,  now 
practicing  medicine  on  Staten  Island.  2.  Constance; 
married  to  Remington  A.  Scott,  of  West  Brighton, 
associated  with  the  Luckenbach  Steampship  Company, 
Inc.,  of  New  York.  3.  Kenneth,  a  graduate  of  medi¬ 
cine,  at  Columbia  University,  class  of  1928,  now  an 
interne  in  Roosevelt  Hospital,  Manhattan.  4.  Norman, 
a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dentistry 
at  Philadelphia,  class  of  1928,  now  conducting  his 
practice  in  this  borough.  5.  Kingdon,  a  graduate  of 
Staten  Island  Academy. 


HOWARD  H.  SMOOT — A  resident  who  came  to 
Staten  Island  from  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the 
latter  part  of  1889  and  who  is  at  present  filling 
a  responsible  position  with  the  Bureau  of  Sewers, 
Borough  of  Richmond,  is  Howard  H.  Smoot,  of 
Westerleigh.  He  is  of  a  family  whose  members 
served  with  the  northern  army  during  the  Civil  War, 
and  upon  their  death  were  laid  at  rest  in  the  National 
Arlington  Cemetery,  at  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia. 

James  Smoot,  an  uncle,  joined  the  Federal  forces 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  served  with  valor  in 
the  ranks  until  his  death  sometime  during  the  first 
three  years  of  that  great  conflict.  He  was  buried  in 
“Our  Heroes  Resting  Place,”  Arlington  Cemetery, 
a  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  gallant  soldier. 

The  Smoot  family  was  represented  in  Maryland 
for  many  years.  George  W.  Smoot,  father  of  Howard 
H.  Smoot,  was  born  in  Ellicott  City,  May  13,  1838, 
and  began  his  career  as  an  apprentice  with  the  old 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  when  still  a  lad  in  his 
teens.  After  working  assiduously  in  the  interest  of 
this  company  for  forty-five  years,  during  which  time 
he  absorbed  an  extensive  and  practical  knowledge 
of  the  railroad  business  and  had  risen  steadily  in 
positions  of  importance,  he  was  appointed  to  an 
executive  post.  It  was  of  his  record  as  a  road- 
builder  that  he  was  probably  most  proud  for  he  had 
aided  at  one  time  during  his  career  in  the  development 
of  the  early  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  line.  He 
was  blessed  with  a  long  and  strenuous  life  which 
came  to  an  end  March  15,  1918,  in  his  eightieth  year. 
Burial  took  place  in  Moravian  Cemetery. 

George  W.  Smoot  was  married  in  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  on  September  5,  1876,  to  Anne  E.  Kirkwood, 
she  having  been  of  an  old  family  resident  in  that 
State.  One  of  her  relatives,  on  the  Kirkwood  side  of 
the  family,  served  as  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  her 
brother,  Philip  Kirkwood,  once  held  office  as  mayor 
of  Baltimore. 

George  W.  and  Anne  E.  (Kirkwood)  Smoot  be- 
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came  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
who,  with  the  exception  of  one,  were  born  in  Mary¬ 
land.  They  were:  Ermina  E.  and  Rosette  A.  (twins), 
born  July  15,  1877;  Howard  H.,  born  July  27,  1879; 
Charles  Logan,  born  December  4,  1887;  and  Charles 
Lexon,  born  December  29,  1894,  on  Staten  Island 
where  the  family  had  come  previously  to  reside.  Their 
home  was  located  on  Simonson  Avenue,  Mariners 
Harbor. 

The  birthplace  of  Howard  H.  Smoot  was  Mount 
Washington,  Maryland,  and  after  spending  his  early 
youth  in  his  native  State  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Staten  Island.  He  received  the  larger  part 
of  his  education  in  the  old  district  school  that  was 
situated  in  Harbor  Road  on  the  North  Shore.  He 
then  obtained  employment  in  the  old  fireworks  factory 
along  Richmond  Avenue,  which  was  known  as  the 
Consolidated  Fireworks  Company  Plant.  For  five 
years  he  remained  with  this  concern  before  entering 
the  service  of  the  Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Com¬ 
pany,  where  he  worked  for  five  years  in  their  me¬ 
chanical  division. 

In  1910  Mr.  Smoot  entered  the  Milliken  Steel 
Company  at  Mariners  Harbor  and  there  worked  for 
a  period  of  nearly  fifteen  years.  Upon  leaving  this 
establishment,  where  he  had  attained  the  post  of 
yard  superintendent,  he  set  out  with  associates  to  form 
a  ship  docking  firm;  later,  however,  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Bureau  of  Sewers,  Borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  where  at  present  (1930)  he  is  in  charge  of 
the  Supply  Department. 

Mr.  Smoot  resides  at  No.  172  Fiske  Avenue, 
Westerleigh,  and  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  organ¬ 
izations  of  the  community.  He  is  unmarried,  living 
at  the  above  address  with  his  mother. 


EDWARD  C.  LA  VAUD— A  citizen  of  New 
Dorp,  known  as  a  progressive  merchant  and  a  public- 
spirited  resident,  and  of  the  fourth  generation  of  a 
family  residing  in  this  country,  Edward  C.  La  Vaud 
is  the  owner  of  a  prosperous  mercantile  business  which 
he  inherited  from  his  father. 

Edward  C.  La  Vaud  was  born  in  New  Dorp,  May 
31,  1890,  in  the  family  residence  at  the  corner  of  New 
Dorp  Lane  and  Richmond  Road,  the  son  of  Henry 
Seguine  and  Imogene  (Hodge)  La  Vaud. 

The  first  member  of  the  family  to  come  to  America 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  La  Vaud,  who 
was  a  native  of  France.  After  crossing  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  New  York  where  he  remained  until  his 
death.  His  two  sons  were  Camille  and  John  La 
Vaud.  The  latter  married  and  spent  practically  his 
entire  life  in  New  York,  where  he  passed  away  leav¬ 
ing  no  children. 

Camille  La  Vaud,  the  grandfather  of  Edward  C. 
La  Vaud,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  New  York 
and  spent  his  early  manhood  there.  Upon  taking  up 
the  practical  duties  of  life,  he  became  engaged  in  a 
seafaring  career  and  was  for  many  years  known  as 
a  successful  Sandy  Hook  pilot.  During  his  career 
he  rendered  to  the  merchant  marine  of  New  York 
valuable  service  and  in  his  long  career  as  a  pilot 
did  not  encounter  a  single  serious  mishap.  The  latter 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  at  Rossville,  Staten 
Island,  where  he  conducted  the  Rossville  Hotel  and 
became  known  as  a  genial  and  hospitable  host. 

Captain  La  Vaud,  as  Camille  La  Vaud  was  called, 
married  Clarissa  Moore,  a  native  of  New  York  and 
a  daughter  of  Richard  Moore.  Of  this  marriage  there 
were  the  following  children:  x.  Arnaud  J.,  who 
married  Annie  Jones,  and  is  the  father  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Arnaud  J.,  Jr.,  and  Estelle.  2.  Francis  E., 


deceased.  3.  Ida,  who  married  George  Bloodgood  of 
Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey.  4.  Henry  S.,  born  July 
16,  1853.  The  mother  of  the  aforementioned  children, 
Mrs.  Clarissa  (Moore)  La  Vaud,  passed  away  in 
Tottenville,  the  death  of  her  husband  having  occurred 
in  Rossville. 

Henry  Seguine  La  Vaud,  the  youngest  son  of 
Captain  La  Vaud,  received  his  educational  training 
in  the  schools  of  Rossville  and  lived  in  that  village 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen.  Upon  leav¬ 
ing  school  he  became  employed  in  his  father’s  store. 
A  few  years  later,  however,  he  went  to  work  with 
his  brother,  Arnaud,  and  remained  thus  employed  up 
to  1879,  when  he  purchased  his  brother’s  interests 
and  conducted  the  establishment  on  his  own  initiative, 
meeting  with  a  well-deserved  success. 

Henry  S.  La  Vaud  married  at  Rossville,  Imogene 
Hodge,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Susan  Hodge, 
both  of  Connecticut.  Through  this  marriage  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children  were  born:  Camilla,  Clarissa  M., 
May,  Henry  S.,  Jr.,  Stephen,  and  Edward  Camille, 
of  this  record.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Le  Vaud  were 
for  long  years  members  of  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal 
Church  at  Rossville. 

Of  the  children  of  Henry  S.  La  Vaud,  two  have 
married,  besides  Edward  C.  They  are:  Clarissa  M., 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Edlington  of  New  York, 
and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Virginia;  Henry  S.,  Jr., 
who  married  Catherine  Lovet,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Lucille. 

As  a  boy,  Edward  C.  La  Vaud  first  attended  Pub¬ 
lic  School  No.  10,  and  later  was  a  pupil  at  school  in 
Tompkinsville.  During  his  spare  time  he  helped 
considerably  in  his  father’s  business.  In  1910  with 
the  retirement  of  the  elder  La  Vaud  his  two  sons 
took  charge  of  the  business,  Henry  S.  shouldering 
the  task  of  maintaining  their  garage  and  Edward  C. 
being  held  responsible  for  the  merchandizing  end  of 
the  "establishment.  At  the  present  time  the  latter 
specializes  in  a  prosperous  feed  and  fertilizer  busi¬ 
ness. 

Despite  the  need  of  attending  to  his  business  dur¬ 
ing  the  larger  part  of  the  time  Edward  C.  La  Vaud 
finds  time  to  engage  in  public  activities  in  the  town 
in  which  he  is  a  resident  but  is  principally  attracted 
to  his  home  and  family.  _ 

Mr.  La  Vaud’s  marriage  took  place  October  31, 
1915,  to  Vincentia  Murphy,  daughter  of  Hugh  C. 
and"  Nellie  (Fitzgerald)  Murphy,  of  a  family  long 
resident  in  this  borough.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Dorothy  V.,  born  March  6,  19*7! 
Evelind  M.,  born  March  10,  1918;  Ellen  and  Edward 
(twins),  born  August  10,  1923,  and  Henry  A.,  born 
September  23,  1929. 

The  La  Vaud  residence  is  situated  at  No.  105 
Locust  Avenue,  and  Mr.  La  Vaud’s  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  is  located  at  No.  11  New  Dorp  Lane. 

FREDERICK  D.  KOEHLER— An  outstanding 
figure  in  the  petroleum  products  distributing  busi¬ 
ness  on  Staten  Island  was  the  one  whose  name  heads 
this  review.  Through  his  interesting  experience  of 
more  than  a  half  a  century  in  this  industry,  he  in  time 
developed  his  own  company  for  the  wholesale  and 
retail  handling  of  gasoline  and  oils  throughout  the 
Island.  His  firm  included  as  his  associates  the  im¬ 
mediate  members  of  his  family  in  the  personages 
of  his  five  able  sons  who  now  have  charge  of  various 
departments  of  the  business.  He  was  truly  a  pioneer 
in  this  work  for  his  experience  in  oils  began  at  a 
time  when  he  was  a  young  man  and  John  D.  Rocke¬ 
feller  and  his  followers  were  developing  their  early 
interests  in  this  field  of  endeavor. 
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DAVID  LIPPMAN — A  builder  and  merchant, 
his  father  before  him  having  likewise  followed  the 
former  occupation,  David  Lippman  is  widely  known 
in  structural  circles  of  Staten  Island,  notably  in  the 
district  of  Elm  Park,  and  in  the  building  trades  of 
Manhattan,  where  he  formerly  operated.  He  is 
counted  among  the  progressive  citizenry  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  and  is  a  factor  among  his  fellowmen.  Many 
of  the  one  and  two- family  homes  here  stand  as  monu¬ 
ments  to  his  skill,  and  in  a  commercial  sense  he  is 
also  well  regarded. 

David  Lippman  was  born  in  Russia,  April  20,  1879, 
son  of  Max  and  Ethel  (Miller)  Lippman.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  arriving  in 
the  Port  of  New  York  on  June  2,  1893,  himself 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  there  his  family  became 
established.  The  elder  Lippman  executed  building 
projects,  as  contractor  and  sometimes  as  carpenter 
for  he  was  skilled  in  the  craft  as  well  as  in  its  direc¬ 
tion.  His  son,  David,  attended  the  public  schools, 
rapidly  acquired  ease  in  the  use  of  the  English 
tongue  and  made  good  progress  upward  through  the 
grades. 

Hand  in  hand  with  his  schooling,  David  Lippman 
studied  under  his  father,  gaining  a  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  carpentry  which  later  served  him  well.  In 
1904  he  completed  a  short  complementary  course  in 
a  trade  school,  to  secure  knowledge  and  theory  as 
most  universally  employed  in  the  building  trades  of 
greater  New  York  and  to  round  out  to  full  comple¬ 
tion  the  knowledge  of  building  that  he  had  already 
acquired.  He  then  began  at  once  to  operate  as  builder 
in  Manhattan,  simultaneously  opening  a  branch  busi¬ 
ness  in  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island,  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  two  years.  For  ten  years,  however,  he 
gave  his  activity  almost  exclusively  to  building  in 
the  metropolis,  then  removed  to  Staten  Island,  to  an 
address  in  Morningstar  Road,  Elm  Park,  and  has 
since  continued  in  the  building  business,  though  for 
eight  years,  as  an  additional  enterprise,  he  conducted 
a  hardware  store.  Both  businesses  he  operated  in  the 
same  quarters,  and  as  a  third  enterprise  owned  and 
operated  a  laundry  in  this  vicinity,  which  he  sub¬ 
sequently  disposed  of  to  John  Mojecki,  who  has  since 
conducted  it.  David  Lippman’s  son,  Leo,  operated 
the  laundry  for  a  time,  and  gave  evidence  of  sound 
business  ability  which  in  later  years  has  been  proven 
amply. 

While  in  the  building  trades  of  New  York  Mr. 
Lippman  specialized  in  the  construction  of  theatres, 
and  in  this  he  has  become  favorably  and  generally 
acquainted  on  the  Island,  though  he  is  better  known, 
perhaps,  as  builder  of  homes.  This  work  he  executes 
in  all  centers  of  the  county,  and  does,  likewise,  a 
goodly  share  of  development  building  on  new  sub- 
•  divisions.  In  discussing  his  success,  which  he  rarely 
does,  as  his  nature  is  fundamentally  modest,  Mr. 
Lippman  ascribes  what  progress  he  has  made  as 
builder  to  three  things:  practical  knowledge  gained 
at  first  hand,  from  childhood,  of  carpentry;  knowledge 
of  what  comprises  the  best  grades  of  materials  and 
the  highest  class  of  work;  and  constant  and  con¬ 
scientious  effort  to  put  into  operation  these  attain¬ 
ments.  His  friends  amend  this  with  an  additional 
quality  possessed  by  Mr.  Lippman:  his  executive 
ability,  which  is  marked. 

Politically,  Mr.  Lippman  holds  a  considerable  influ¬ 
ence  in  local  matters,  and  exercises  this  power  quietly, 
to  the  greatest  benefit  for  the  community.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  Brith  Abraham,  and  the  Temple 
Emanuel.  Toward  appeals  of  charity  Mr.  Lippman 


offers  a  ready  sympathy,  and  gives  generously,  in  a 
spirit  properly  humanitarian,  without  regard  for  race 
or  creed.  During  the  World  War,  though  somewhat 
too  advanced  in  years  for  active  service  at  the  front, 
he  did  what  he  could  to  serve  his  country,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  various  boards  and  committees  of  war  work, 
and,  moreover,  participated  with  earnest  support  in 
all  of  the  Liberty  Loan  campaigns.  Of  Mr.  Lippman 
it  is  said  by  those  who  know  him  well,  that  he  is  a 
good  citizen  and  successful  in  the  work  that  he  has 
undertaken. 

David  Lippman  married  (first),  in  1904,  Minnie 
Singer,  daughter  of  Abram  Singer,  residing  in  Jersey 
Street,  New  Brighton.  Mrs.  Minnie  (Singer)  Lipp¬ 
man  who  died  August  6,  1923,  was  interred  in  the 
Baron  Hirsch  Cemetery,  on  Staten  Island.  Of  this 
union  there  were  four  children:  1.  Leo,  born  April 
12,  1905,  has  been  his  father’s  assistant  in  business 
since  youth.  He  also  is  a  member  and  former  chap¬ 
lain  of  Royal  Arcanum.  2.  Freida,  born  July  13, 
1907.  3-  Ada,  born  May  17,  1912.  4.  Ruth,  born 
October  28,  1914,  all  of  whom  were  educated  in  the 
local  schools.  Mr.  Lippman  married  (second),  March 
3,  1923,  Esther  Shonewetter,  of  New  York,  daughter 
of  Max  Shonewetter;  and  to  this  union  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  son,  Morton,  December  14,  1924.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  make  their  home  in  Elm  Park, 
Port  Richmond,  at  No.  163  Morningstar  Road,  where 
Mr.  Lippman  also  directs  his  business  interests. 


RICHARD  WINANT— One  of  Port  Richmond’s 
well  known  citizens,  Richard  Winant  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  a  descendant  of  Staten  Island’s  earliest 
settlers,  and  a  member  of  a  family  which  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  progress  of  the  community  dur¬ 
ing  the  ensuing  generations.  Mr.  Winant  has  con¬ 
tinued  the  traditions  of  his  family  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  island  from  a  building  standpoint,  hav¬ 
ing  been  connected  with  such  work  for  a  number 
of  jrears.  During  this  period,  he  has  achieved  a 
remarkable  record  for  the  number  of  buildings 
erected  under  his  supervision,  for  the  excellence  of 
their  design,  and  the  durability  of  the  materials  used 
in  their  construction.  His  reputation  for  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  finest  type  of  construction  give  as¬ 
surance  to  the  patrons  of  his  business. 

Mr.  Winant  was  born  in  Bulls  Head,  November 
25,  1866,  son  of  Freeman  and  Catherine  (Decker) 
Winant,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Staten  Island, 
his  mother  a  member  of  one  of  the  first  families  of 
this  vicinity.  A  number  of  the  Winants  and  Deckers 
are  described  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  all  descend 
from  similar  sources.  Freeman  Winant  engaged  in 
agriculture  all  his  life,  and  was  an  esteemed  and 
respected  citizen  of  his  community.  He  was  one  of 
the  three  highway  commissioners  before  the  consolida¬ 
tion  of  Richmond  County  with  the  Greater  City  of 
New  York. 

Richard  Winant  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  island,  and  assisted  in  the  work  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
took  a  position  with  the  Crystal  Water  Company  as 
fireman,  but  he  remained  with  this  company  only  a 
short  time,  when  he  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Worthington  Pump  &  Machinery  Company;  with 
this  company  he  remained  for  several  months.  Giving 
up  mechanical  activities,  he  returned  to  the  work  of 
the  great  outdoors  and  was  occupied  in  the  oyster 
business  for  a  time;  after  this  he  was  employed  by 
various  industrial  corporations  for  a  period  of  years 
until  1921,  when  he  entered  the  building  business  in 
which  he  has  since  continued  to  be  engaged.  Mr. 
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Winant’s  career  is  a  splendid  example  of  a  man  who 
by  hard  work  and  undaunted  energy  has  climbed 
steadily  to  a  position  of  success  in  the  business  world. 
In  civic  affairs  he  can  always  be  depended  upon  to 
lend  his  support  and  influence  to  every  worthy  cause. 
His  fraternal  affiliation  is  with  the  Junior  Order 
United  American  Mechanics,  and  his  religious  ad¬ 
herence  is  given  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Richard  Winant  married  on  February  27,  1898, 
Mary  A.  Arthur,  born  in  New  York  City.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  sons:  Arthur,  a  builder,  who 
is  married  and  has  three  children;  Alvin,  a  decorator, 
who  married,  and  also  has  three  children;  Robert,  a 
decorator,  likewise  married.  Mr.  Winant  resides  at 
No.  767  Watchogue  Road,  in  the  Port  Richmond 
district. _ 

CAPTAIN  JOHN  HAUFFMAN— An  occupa¬ 
tion  involving  responsibility  that  only  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  diligent  service  can  enhance,  is  that  of  a 
harbor  pilot.  Their  duties  lie  in  the  safe  guiding  of 
ocean-going  vessels  carrying  thousands  of  passengers 
and  valuable  cargo  in  and  out  of  the  harbors  of  the 
world.  Currents,  narrow  channels,  projecting  reefs 
and  weather  conditions  are  the  elements  oft-times 
menacing  both  life  and  vessel  and  much  depends  upon 
these  trained  students  of  our  waterways. 

Captain  John  Hauffman,  our  subject,  one  of  this 
fraternity,  is  a  native  son  of  our  Island  and  it  seemed 
natural  for  him  to  inherit  a  love  for  the  sea  and  its 
adventures,  because  his  early  youth  was  spent  close 
to  our  great  harbor.  The  first  years  of  his  life  were 
passed  as  a  sailor  aboard  a  lumber  boat,  but  his  later 
career  became  that  of  a  harbor  pilot  wherein  he  is 
eminently  suited  to  that  profession. 

He  was  born  January  1,  1890,  in  the  family  home  on 
Fingerboard  Road,  near  Fort  Wadsworth,  the  son  of 
Albert  L.  and  Emma  (Wieker)  Hauffman.  The  elder 
Hauffman  was  a  ladies’  hat  manufacturer,  specializing 
in  felt  hats  and  had  his  plant  in  Bond  Street,  New 
York,  which  was  a  successful  enterprise.  There  were 
two  other  sons  in  the  family,  Albert  W.  and  Percy  H., 
also  born  on  the  Island.  Mr.  Hauffman,  Sr.,  died  in 
April,  1927,  was  buried  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  and 
was  survived  by  his  widow.  Captain  Hauffman 
attended  Public  School  No.  14,  in  Stapleton,  and 
after  completing  his  studies  here,  he  for  two  years 
was  engaged  in  a  number  of  jobs  that  the  schoolboy 
often  secures  while  endeavoring  to  determine  what  his 
lifetime  occupation  might  be.  When  he  was  but  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age  he  went  to  sea  on  a  schooner, 
“The  Edward  C.  Smith,”  thus  embarking  on  a  trip 
that  he  had  wanted  to  take  since  early  youth. 

For  a  few  years  following  his  first  voyage  he  was 
associated  with  the  Ward  Steamship  Line  but,  in  1907, 
joined  the  New  York  Pilot  Association  with  offices 
in  New  York.  To  obtain  a  pilot’s  license  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  of  nine  years.  Since 
that  time  he  has  piloted  nearly  one  thousand  ships  both 
in  and  out  of  our  harbor.  This  task  has  not  been  an 
easy  one  as  important  responsibility  is  placed  on  the 
man  in  the  pilot  house  who  must  also  negotiate  heavy 
harbor  traffic  consisting  almost  of  every  known  variety 
of  water-craft.  The  narrow  channel  between  Brooklyn 
and  Staten  Island  has  never  been  advantageous  for  an 
easy  passage,  it  being  no  small  task  to  keep  a  large 
liner  from  running  ashore  on  the  Bay  Ridge  mud¬ 
flats.  In  1918  he  piloted  the  first  five-masted  schooner 
from  Sandy  Hook  to  Fiftieth  Street,  North  River. 
About  two  months  later  he  was  reassigned  to  pilot 
this  schooner  to  sea,  this  being  the  first  time  in  history 
such  an  event  took  place  according  to  maritime  official 
records. 


Captain  Hauffman  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  like  his  father  has  been  a  citizen 
familiar  with  news  related  to  our  government  and  its 
policies.  This  interest  and  knowledge  is  inherited  in 
large  measure  from  the  paternal  side  of  his  family, 
his  uncle,  Adolph  Hauffman,  having  been  at  one  time 
Ambassador  from  Sweden  to  Russia.  Another  uncle 
is  president  of  one  of  the  largest  banks  in  Stockholm. 
On  his  mother’s  side  the  Wieker  family  is  of  German 
aristocracy  and  one  of  culture  and  refinement.  Kosciu¬ 
sko,  the  Polish  nobleman,  was  Captain  Hauffman’s 
father’s  mother’s  grandfather. 

Captain  Hauffman  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Lodge  of  Elks,  No.  841,  the  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Richmond  County  Democratic  Club. 
He  is  particularly  fond  of  yachting  and  is  associated 
with  the  Richmond  County  Yacht  Club. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  February 
21,  1911,  to  Anna  M.  Schaeffer,  daughter  of  Alfred 
and  Catherine  (Bridgeman)  Schaeffer,  of  Stapleton. 
They  are  the  parents  of  Julia  E.,  born  December  11, 
1916,  and  Ann  M.,  born  December  3,  1924,  who  attend 
Notre  Dame  Academy. 


CAPTAIN  OSCAR  STOFFREIDEN — For  more 
than  a  half  century,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
spent  as  a  New  York  harbor  pilot,  the  late  Captain 
Oscar  Stoffreiden,  of  Stapleton,  engaged  in  marine 
endeavors.  His  association  with  Staten  Island,  be¬ 
ginning  in  the  year  1873  or  thereabouts,  became  one 
of  long  standing  and  is  being  perpetuated  at  the 
present  time  by  members  of  his  family  who  survive 
him. 

The  family  of  Stoffreiden  is  of  Swedish  descent 
and  bearing,  represented  prominently  for  several  gen¬ 
erations  in  various  parts  of  the  home  land.  No  doubt 
due  to  the  proximity  of  the  sea  and  to  the  tradition 
maintained  by  Sweden  as  the  mother  of  seamen, 
many  members  of  the  family  in  times  past  were 
enabled  to  serve  as  sailors,  ship’s  officers,  and  in 
other  capacities  aboard  ocean-going  vessels. 

Carl  Stoffreiden,  the  father  of  Captain  Oscar  Stof¬ 
freiden,  received  his  education  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  after  which  he  followed  the  sea.  He  married 
Augusta  Gustafson,  of  another  old  Swedish  family, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  who, 
with  the  exception  of  Oscar,  remained  in  their  native 
town  during  their  lives.  They  were  married  there, 
became  the  parents  of  children  and  were  buried,  in 
the  home  country,  their  children  likewise  remaining 
close  to  their  hearth-sides. 

The  children  of  Carl  and  Augusta  (Gustafson) 
Stoffreiden  were  as  follows:  Carl,  born  about  1850, 
died  in  1924;  Oscar,  our  subject;  Emma,  born  about 
1855,  died  in  1925;  Augusta,  born  about  1858,  died 
1926. 

Oscar  Stoffreiden  was  born  February  28,  1853, 
in  Wentlinge,  Oland,  a  little  island  in  the  Baltic 
Sea,  off  the  coast  of  Sweden.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  a  private  school  there,  being  under  the 
tutelage  of  a  famous  schoolmaster  of  scholarly  dis¬ 
tinction.  As  a  lad,  however,  he  cared  more  for  the 
sea  and  the  life  of  a  sailor  than  he  did  for  his  books, 
thus  it  was  not  surprising  that  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  he  embarked  on  an  ocean  voyage  on  a  square- 
rigged  sailing  vessel,  a  type  known  as  a  four-masted 
brigantine.  The  life  appealed  to  him  and  he  accepted 
his  apprenticeship  with  a  relish  and  zest  that  augured 
well  for  his  future.  During  these  early  years  before 
the  mast  he  sailed  on  several  trips  around  the  world, 
experiencing  the  various  hazards  that  befell  the  lot 
of  the  seamen  in  those  days.  Through  an  old  German 


EDWARD  CLOSE  DELAVAN,  JR. 

December  7,  1939 

The  death  of  Edward  Close  Delavan,  Jr.  in  his  82nd  year  takes 
from  us  one  of  the  fourteen  who  met  on  November  12,  1881  to  or¬ 
ganize  the  Natural  Science  Association  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Delavan 
has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  our  Proceedings.  His  vast  store  of 
exact  legal  and  historical  information,  often  freely  at  our  service,  was 
highly  appreciated. 

GEORGE  WILLIAM  ALLISON 
December  16,  1939 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Hon.  George  W.  Allison,  a 
life  member  of  the  Institute  and  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees.  He 
has  been  a  member  since  1916.  In  his  capacity  as  an  engineer,  and  later 
as  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  he  was  always  our  loyal  friend  and 
his  passing  is  deeply  regretted. 


THE  GENESIS  OF  EPSOMITE  ON  STATEN  ISLAND 

Epsomite  collected  on  Staten  Island  by  Mr.  Robert  B.  McCulloch  at  Albert 
Street,  Todt  Hill  in  1937  and  noted  in  our  Proceedings  (Vol.  8  pt.  4  pp.  137, 
1939)  has  presented  a  genetic  problem.  The  mineral  in  pure  form  has  the 
formula  MgS04.7H20  (hydrous  magnesium  sulphate)  or  common  epsom  salt. 
The  source  of  the  element  magnesium  was  easily  explained  since  the  Island’s 
serpentine  contains  a  great  deal  of  it,  but  the  sulphate  (SO4)  radical  seemed 
to  have  no  explainable  source. 

Recently  the  origin  of  this  radical  was  made  clear  by  observations  con¬ 
ducted  near  Tremley  Point,  New  Jersey,  where  it  was  noted  that  great  quantities 
of  smoke  or  fumes,  which  are  constantly  being  emitted  by  industrial  plants, 
are  carried  to  the  Island  by  a  prevailing  westerly  wind.  This  smoke,  made  up  in 
part  of  sulphur  dioxide,  which  is  more  than  twice  as  heavy  as  air  (M.G.V.  =  g.64) 
and  therefore  easily  precipitated,  unites  with  water  forming  sulphurous  acid. 
Since  sulphurous  acid  is  a  reducing  agent,  it  reacts,  although  slowly,  with  the 
oxygen  in  the  air  and  sulphuric  acid  is  formed.  Sulphuric  acid  decomposes 
the  silicate  serpentine,  and  forms  a  heptahydrate  of  magnesium  sulphate 
(MgS04.7H20)  or  epsom  salt. 

Hydrogen  sulphide  gas,  which  is  also  released  in  considerable  amounts, 
may  be  another  source  of  sulphuric  acid  although  the  process  is  not  as  direct 
as  that  of  sulphur  dioxide  to  sulphuric  acid.  However,  since  hydrogen  sulphide 
is  lighter  than  sulphur  dioxide  (H2S  has  M.G.V.  =  g.34  as  compared  to 
SO.-M.G.V.  =g.  64)  and  consequently  more  easily  disseminated  in  the  atmo¬ 
sphere,  it  probably  is  not  as  responsible  for  the  formation  of  epsomite  as  sulphur 
dioxide. 

The  absence  of  any  mineral  in  sufficient  quantity  containing  sulphur,  and 
the  fact  that  the  formation  is  purely  a  surface  phenomenon,  leads  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  fumes  alone  are  responsible.  These  fumes  are  derived  from  the 
burning  of  soft  coal  and  the  refining  of  oil.  A  great  deal  of  the  smoke  is 
produced  by  oil  burning  in  private  homes,  where  due  to  incomplete  combustion 
sulphur  dioxide  is  released.  Fuel  oils  used  in  homes  contain  on  an  average  of 
.5  to  .9  percent  sulphur.  The  sulphur  dioxide  produced  in  this  manner  would 
seem  an  infinitesimal  amount  in  the  atmosphere,  but  since  in  aggregate  the 
tonnage  of  oil  consumed  in  the  metropolitan  area  is  enormous,  this  factor  must 
not  be  overlooked. 
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STAFF  CHANGE 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  welcome  Mr.  John  Koestner  who  joined  our 
staff  on  January  2,  taking  the  place  of  Mr.  Stecher  whose  continued  absence  in 
Europe  has  made  necessary  the  change.  Mr.  Koestner  needs  no  introduction  to 
members  of  the  Institute  as  he  has  been  doing  volunteer  work  in  the  museum 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Stecher  and  is  the  secretary  of  the  Nature  Club.  Without 
these  services  the  Museum  would  have  been  most  seriously  handicapped. 

Mr.  Koestner  has  been  associated  with  private  schools  in  New  York  as  a 
teacher  for  the  past  thirty-five  years  and  has  had  wide  experience  in  the  field  of 
natural  history.  He  has  traveled  extensively  in  Europe,  Africa,  and  Central 
America  and  while  in  Africa  was  an  assistant  in  excavating  expeditions  for  two 
seasons.  His  specialization  in  marine  life  and  extensive  research  on  marine 
algae  make  his  services  to  our  Museum  especially  valuable. 

OUR  REGULAR  INSTITUTE  MEETING 

Our  speaker,  Dr.  Otto  Harris,  comes  to  us  well  qualified  as  a  student, 
lecturer  and  writer.  He  received  his  M.A.  degree  from  Teachers  College,  Col¬ 
umbia  University  in  1923  and  the  Doctorate  from  the  School  of  Education,  New 
York  University  in  1930.  He  has  been  engaged  since  1918  in  teaching  the  social 
sciences  in  colleges,  including  New  York  University  and  has  lectured  extensively 
during  that  time  to  professional  groups. 

In  regard  to  his  lecture,  "The  Geographic  Factors  in  the  Present  Wars”  Dr. 
Harris  writes  that  there  are  ten  geographical  factors  which  underlie  our  present 
world  crisis  and  in  explaining  these  he  uses  a  variety  of  maps  and  charts  as 
visual  aids.  The  talk  is  not  political,  but  a  scientific  examination  of  the  effect 
of  geography  upon  the  lives  of  millions  of  human  beings. 

THE  ART  GALLERY 

The  Art  Committee,  Miss  Carolyn  C.  Mase,  Chairman,  announces  an 
exhibition  by  the  Staten  Island  Camera  Club,  Mr.  Kenneth  Adams,  President,  to 
open  on  Tuesday,  January  2  and  to  continue  for  two  weeks. 

On  January  17  the  Staten  Island  Architects  will  open  their  annual  exhibi¬ 
tion  which  will  continue  for  one  month.  Mr.  Matthew  Robert  Leizer,  R.  A. 
is  Chairman. 

The  Museum  Art  Class  will  change  from  free  hand  drawing  to  soap 
sculpture  on  January  20  and  is  expecting  to  join  the  worldwide  contest  sponsored 
by  Procter  and  Gamble.  Some  of  the  work  of  the  class  was  shown  last  year  in 
'  Young  America  Paints”  at  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  is 
being  made  into  a  film  to  be  released  this  year.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  soap 
sculpture  contest  the  group  will  return  to  free  hand  drawing. 

MUSEUM  NOTES 

The  addition  of  Mr.  Koestner  to  the  staff  will  increase  immensely  our 
productivity  along  all  museum  lines,  especially  in  displaying,  labelling  and 
lecturing  on  zoological  subjects. 

The  relatively  large  number  of  school  children  who  visit  us  has  continued 
during  December,  figures  for  the  period  Nov.  16  to  Dec.  15  showing  76 
groups  of  2,798  children,  these  being  a  major  factor  in  the  month’s  total 
attendance  of  4,786. 

Mr.  Beil’s  lecture  on  "Feeding  Winter  Birds”  has  proven  very  popular  with 
schools  and  since  December  12  he  has  talked  to  nearly  2,000  students 
as  well  as  to  two  adult  groups.  Other  talks  are  scheduled  for  January 
and  February.  The  nature  work  in  P.  S.  14  has  continued  during  the  mon/h 
with  appreciable  results  in  creating  an  interest  in  Staten  Island  natural  history. 

Among  the  other  museum  activities  we  have  been  able  to  place  a  loan 
exhibition  of  Indian  materials  in  the  Tottenville  Public  Library  and  one  of 
minerals  will  be  shown  in  the  near  future  at  Wagner  College. 

Our  accessions  have  been  increased  by  four  packages  of  china  and  other 
objects  given  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Britton  for  use  in  the  Britton  Cottage,  by  Indian 
materials  from  Mrs.  Amy  Griffith,  Mrs.  Wm.  Hurd  Lawrence  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
Holtermann,  and  by  natural  science  material  from  Mr.  William  Morgan. 

The  covering  of  steam  pipes  has  been  made  possible  by  the  volunteer  labor 
of  Mr.  Herman  Moennich. 
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sea  captain  he  learned  much  about  navigation  and  the 
duties  of  a  ship’s  officer. 

As  time  went  on,  however,  Captain  Stoffreiden 
became  interested  in  the  piloting  of  vessels  through 
harbor  traffic.  Realizing  that  the  entering  of  this 
profession  necessitated  further  experience  and  serv¬ 
ice  as  an  apprentice,  nevertheless  he  resolved  to  join 
the  ranks  of  accredited  pilots  who  maneuvered  boats, 
both  large  and  small,  through  dangerous  waters. 
Action  was  borne  of  this  determination,  as  a  result 
of  which  he  obtained  a  pilot’s  license  on  April  26, 
i883. 

From  this  time  onward  to  his  retirement  at  the 
age  of  seventy,  Captain  Stoffreiden  gave  of  his 
strength  and  ability  to  the  guidance  of  both  sailing 
vessels  and  steamboats  in  and  out  of  New  York 
Harbor.  Feats  of  extraordinary  seamanship  in  un¬ 
seemly  weather  were  not  uncommon  to  him  or  to 
his  fellow-pilots,  whose  efficiency  and  pluck  in  the 
face  of  ill  fortune  were  at  all  times  commendable. 
They  met  with  many  trying  experiences,  saw  loss  of 
life  and  property,  brought  on  perhaps  by  a  dense  fog 
and  a  resultant  collision;  aided  in  daring  rescues  and 
engaged  in  deeds  of  sacrifice  and  nobleness,  all  be¬ 
cause  of  the  pledge  they  had  taken  and  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  carry  on.  With  the  appearance  of  steam  ves¬ 
sels,  much  of  the  unnecessary  risk  formerly  taken  by 
Captain  Stoffreiden  and  others  of  his  fraternity  was 
eliminated,  as  were  many  of  the  delays  and  troubles 
that  were  burdensome  to  commerce.  On  the  other 
hand  the  volume  of  harbor  traffic  was  increasing 
steadily;  freighters  plied  their  way  in  and  out  of  the 
bay;  railroad  floats  led  by  grimy,  puffing  tugs  crept 
along,  almost  in  the  path  of  incoming  ships;  ocean 
liners  increased  both  in  size  and  in  number;  ferry¬ 
boats  carrying  commuters  wended  their  way  through 
the  upper  bay  and  Hudson  River  and  in  the  summer 
time  excursion  boats  carried  their  heavy  quota  of 
fresh  air  seekers.  Thus  the  elements  of  danger  and 
necessary  risk  were  still  in  operation,  though  from 
1895  through  the  years  following,  combination  and 
efficiency  had  generally  displaced  competition  and 
wasted  energy. 

With  the  triumph  of  steam  over  sail,  however, 
most  of  the  romance  and  glamor  of  pilot  lore  had 
vanished,  Captain  Stoffreiden,  in  later  years,  was 
often  wont  to  recall  earlier  days  as  a  pilot.  He  never 
had  occasion  to  forget,  among  his  experiences,  the 
blizzard  of  March,  1888,  which  virtually  thundered 
down  upon  the  light  vessels  that  rode  the  harbor 
waves  and  all  but  annihilated  them.  It  was  during 
that  storm  that  he  was  on  board  the  pilot  boat, 
“William  H.  Starbuck,”  when  the  ship  collided  with 
the  steamship,  “Japanese,”  and  was  practically  cut  in 
half.  The  loss  suffered  in  this  instance,  however,  was 
one  of  ship  property  rather  than  of  life,  though  those 
on  board  the  “William  H.  Starbuck”  had  many 
anxious  moments  before  their  safety  was  assured. 

Captain  Stoffreiden’s  name  is  found  on  the  list  of 
New  York  pilots  of  January,  1922,  along  with  eighty 
of  his  associate  pilots.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  New  York  Sandy  Hook  Pilots’  As¬ 
sociation  and  was  superintendent  of  this  organization 
for  an  extended  period.  Other  societies  within  his 
chosen  profession  numbered  him  among  their  mem¬ 
bers.  Altogether,  he  followed  the  sea  for  fifty-four 
years,  and  upon  his  retirement  was  considered  one  of 
the  ablest  and  most  experienced  of  Sandy  Hook  pilots. 

Captain  Stoffreiden  first  became  identified  with 
Staten  Island  about  1873  and  from  that  time  to  his 
death  continued  this  association.  He  married,  in  1884, 
Mary  O’Leary,  daughter  of  Kadey  and  Mary  (Quinn) 
O’Leary,  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family.  This  mar¬ 


riage  took  place  at  the  time  when  Captain  Stoffreiden 
obtained  his  pilot’s  license,  and  they  maintained  their 
home  at  No.  44  Beach  Street,  Stapleton.  Later  he 
purchased  a  home  of  his  own  and  as  time  went  on, 
while  engaging  in  his  duties  as  a  pilot,  he  built  sev¬ 
eral  residences  on  Staten  Island,  most  of  which  are 
standing  today. 

A  man  of  board  vision  and  understanding,  amply 
fortified  with  aggressiveness  and  a  strength  of  char¬ 
acter  that  made  him  respected  by  his  associates  and 
friends  of  whom  there  were  many,  Captain  Stof¬ 
freiden’s  death  on  February  27,  1928,  removed  a 
devoted  husband  and  father.  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
Bible  student  and  during  the  few  years  previous  to  his 
death  became  immensely  fond  of  travel.  To  the  latter 
extent  he  made  several  trips  throughout  the  United 
States  and  spent  considerable  time  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  Mrs.  Stoffreiden  survived  him  until  January 
29,  1921. 

Oscar  and  Mary  A.  (O’Leary)  Stoffreiden  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  three  of  whom,  Augusta, 
Emma,  and  Ellen,  died  in  infancy.  Mary  C.  was 
graduated  from  Staten  Island  Academy  in  1905,  and 
also  was  the  recipient  of  private  tutelage.  She  has 
traveled  extensively  and  her  marriage  took  place  on 
July  22,  1917,  to  P.  F.  King,  of  Kingston,  New  York. 
She  resides  at  the  family  homestead,  No.  714  Bay 
Street,  Stapleton.  Oscar  L.  Stoffreiden  was  also  edu¬ 
cated  at  Staten  Island  Academy  and  at  Westerleigh 
Collegiate  Institute.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business. 


JOHN  EDWARD  MATHESON  — A  resident  of 
Annandale  who  erected  a  substantial  home  some  years 
ago  in  that  attractive  district  is  John  E.  Matheson, 
retired,  formerly  general  superintendent  for  the 
William  J.  Taylor  Company  of  New  York.  He  has 
experienced  a  long  and  purposeful  career  as  a  builder 
and  designer,  the  larger  portion  of  which  has  been 
spent  in  the  Metropolitan  section. 

During  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  the 
Matheson  family,  which  is  of  English  descent,  became 
first  represented  in  the  Virginia  colony.  Like  many 
other  families  settling  in  that  part  of  the  country  a 
relatively  large  number  of  its  members  became  agri¬ 
culturists  and  planters,  and  were  citizens  of  a  loyal 
and  devoted  character  to  the  commonwealth  of  that 
State.  One  early  representative  of  note  was  Captain 
Neal  Matheson  who  was  a  school  teacher  by  occupa¬ 
tion  but  later  served  as  captain  aboard  an  old  brigan¬ 
tine,  a  sturdy,  two-masted  vessel  that  sailed  between 
this  country  and  foreign  ports. 

The  father  of  John  E.  Matheson,  our  subject,  was 
Lemuel  Matheson,  who  was  an  attorney  by  profession 
and  also  a  planter  who  possessed  several  hundred 
acres  of  land  which  he  utilized  to  good  advantage. 
In  addition  to  holding  this  property  he  owned  large 
acreages  in  nearby  states  and  in  Jamaica,  West 
Indies.  For  the  most  part  his  lands  were  given  to 
the  raising  of  tobacco  and  cotton  crops  on  a  large 
scale.  Within  his  home  district  his  reputation  as  an 
able  councilor  before  the  bar  and  a  man  of  learning, 
was  the  means  of  creating  many  warm  and  valuable 
friendships.  His  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Matheson 
took  place  in  Virginia  where  both  passed  away.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

John  E.  Matheson  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
on  August  15,  1848,  but  at  an  early  age  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Boston,  Massachusetts.  After 
attending  the  public  schools  there  he  became  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  across 
the  river  in  Cambridge,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
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with  an  engineering  degree  in  1878.  During  the  next 
three  years  most  of  his  time  was  spent  in  Galveston, 
Texas.  His  next  association  was  with  H.  Davenport 
and  Company  of  Boston  where  he  was  destined  to 
remain  for  ten  years.  With  this  concern  his  work 
was  of  considerable  importance  and  interest,  for  after 
obtaining  a  substantial  knowledge  of  the  business,  he 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  interior  decorating  and 
designing  department  with  which  he  had  been  gener¬ 
ally  connected.  Among  the  firm’s  customers  were 
persons  of  wealth  and  distinction  with  whom  Mr. 
Matheson’s  contacts  were  principally  made. 

After  leaving  H.  Davenport  and  Company  he 
became  associated  with  the  William  J.  Taylor  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York  City  as  general  superintendent, 
serving  this  firm  for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years. 
This  organization  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  city  to 
actually  begin  cooperative  building,  undoubtedly  the 
finest  edifice  erected  by  them  being  the  Canadian- 
Pacific  Building  on  Madison  Avenue,  between  Forty- 
third  and  Forty-fourth  streets.  In  1927,  after  an  espe¬ 
cially  active  and  successful  career  wherein  he  had 
borne  a  heavy  share  of  responsibility  and  concern, 
particularly  in  later  years,  Mr.  Matheson  retired.  His 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  business  remains  keen, 
and,  on  occasions,  he  is  a  consultant  in  his  profession. 

John  E.  Matheson  came  to  reside  in  Staten  Island 
in  1895  and  has  become  warmly  attached  to  his  home 
at  No.  315  Arden  Avenue,  Annandale,  which  he  him¬ 
self  designed  nearly  thirty-five  years  ago.  The  resi¬ 
dence  is  most  unusual  and  individual  in  design,  for 
its  first  floor  is  cabinet  trimmed  and  contains  numer¬ 
ous  carvings  fashioned  by  its  owner.  As  a  resident 
of  this  community,  Mr.  Matheson  takes  a  keen  and 
sustained  interest  in  its  affairs.  He  has  long  been 
identified  with  several  organizations  and  societies, 
among  them  the  Masonic  Order  in  which  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lodge  No.  156  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  as  well  as 
Union  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Knights  Templar 
and  Mecca  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

The  marriage  of  John  E.  Matheson  took  place 
July  1,  1880,  to  Mary  E.  Atkins,  daughter  of  Thomas 
A.  and  Elizabeth  Atkins  of  Brighton,  England.  Mr. 
Atkins  was  an  officer  in  the  British  Army.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Matheson  have  no  children. 


JOHN  W.  CURTIS  — Prominent  on  the  New  Y ork 
Curb  Exchange  and  identified  with  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  financial  institutions,  Mr.  Curtis  is  thus  well 
known  in  these  neighboring  districts  of  the  Metropolis. 

The  son  of  Thomas  O.  and  Amelia  M.  (Davidson) 
Curtis,  he  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  September  29,  1879, 
the  Curtis  family  being  of  English  origin.  At  the 
age  of  four  years,  Mr.  Curtis  was  brought  to  Staten 
Island  by  his  parents  and  here  as  a  youth  he  attended 
public  school.  Since  1893  he  has  been  engaged  in 
the  brokerage  business  in  Manhattan,  first  as  an 
employee,  and  since  1901  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  A.  Lincoln  Eglinton,  investment  securities  brokers. 
In  connection  with  his  business  activities,  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
New  York  Curb  Exchange  for  the  past  twelve  years 
and  has  served  as  its  president  for  two  years,  1924 
and  1925. 

Mr.  Curtis  is  also  president  of  the  Edgewater  Co¬ 
operative  Savings  and  Building  Loan  Association  of 
Stapleton.  He  is  a  Past  Master  of  Tompkins  Lodge, 
No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  member  of 
Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar;  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  the 
New  York  Consistory  of  thirty-second  degree  Masons. 


Mr.  Curtis  was  married  at  Brooklyn,  in  1902,  to 
Edith  Quinn,  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Emma  M. 
(Bassett)  Quinn.  To  this  union  four  children  were 
born  as  follows:  Edith,  now  Mrs.  Donald  L.  Velty; 
John  O.,  deceased;  William  T.  and  Robert,  now 
attending  Arden  School.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  in  1926,  Mr.  Curtis  married  (second),  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1928,  Grace  M.  (Silver)  Shuttleworth,  a 
native  of  Brooklyn.  The  Curtis  family  residence  is 
at  No.  152  Sea  Avenue,  near  Fort  Wadsworth. 


JAMES  C.  CRANE — Closely  identified  with  local 
advancement  in  a  civic  sense  and  intimately  associated 
with  legal  affairs  in  Staten  Island,  James  C.  Crane, 
recently-appointed  public  administrator  of  Richmond 
County,  is  numbered  among  its  well  known  younger 
citizens.  Mr.  Crane  is  a  graduate  of  Fordham  Law 
School  and  is  an  ex-service  man,  having  been  a  sec¬ 
ond  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Reserve  Corps 
during  the  World  War. 

Mr.  Crane  was  born  in  Manhattan,  November  14, 
1898,  the  son  of  John  C.  and  Margaret  V.  (Creighton) 
Crane.  The  elder  Crane  was  born,  in  1872,  in  Ire¬ 
land  and  came  to  New  York  as  a  young  man.  He 
there  engaged  first  in  the  importing  business  and  at 
a  later  date  became  a  wholesale  dealer  in  paper,  goods 
and  specialties.  His  marriage  to  Margaret  V.  Creighton, 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  daughter  of  James  and 
Ellen  (Higgins)  Creighton,  occurred  in  1896.  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  James 
C.,  of  whom  further;  Thomas,  John,  Helen,  Henry, 
Robert,  Mary,  Vincent,  and  Monica,  all  residents  of 
Staten  Island. 

James  C.  Crane  obtained  his  early  education  at 
parochial  schools  in  the  city  of  his  birth,  and  after 
coming  to  Staten  Island  with  his  parents  in  1906, 
he  entered  St.  Peter’s  School,  New  Brighton..  Later, 
he  attended  St.  Francis  Xavier  High  School  in  New 
York.  Determining  upon  the  pursuit  of  a  legal  career 
he  enrolled  in  Cathedral  College  and  subsequently 
studied  at  Fordham  Law  School.  The  latter  insti¬ 
tution  awarded  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
in  1923,  which  was  followed  by  his  admittance  to  the 
Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1925. 

Mr.  Crane  then  began  the  practice  of  law  on 
Staten  Island,  believing  that  there  was  ample  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  progress  and  eventual  success  in  this  bor¬ 
ough.  Although  established  here  for  a  comparatively 
brief  time  he  has  given  evidence  of  his  ability  in 
legal  matters  and  has  been  enabled  to  build  up.  both 
a  creditable  and  extensive  clientele.  In  appreciation 
of  the  sound  legal  training  he  derived,  the  executive 
ability  which  he  displayed  and  his  activity  in  civic 
affairs,  Mr.  Crane  was  appointed  by  County  Judge 
Thomas  F.  Cosgrove  to  the  office  of  public  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  Richmond  County  in  July,  1930.  Since 
that  time  he  has  carried  out  the  many  responsibilities 
of  this  office  capably.  In  the  meantime  his  law  prac¬ 
tice  is  maintained  in  the  West  New  Brighton  Bank 
Building  at  Castleton  Avenue  and  Broadway.  Be¬ 
sides  his  legal  work  and  tasks  as  public  administrator, 
he  has  become  interested  in  real  estate  development 
on  Staten  Island  and  conducts  a  business  along  this 
line. 

Mr.  Crane  has  not  only  evinced  a  deep  concern 
for  public  affairs  on  the  island,  but  has  lent  appre¬ 
ciable  support  in  the  furtherance  of  worthwhile  move¬ 
ments  in  this  community.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  construction  and 
erection  of  two  bridges  connecting  this  borough  with 
New  Jersey,  is  secretary  of  both  the  West  New 
Brighton  Board  of  Trade  and  the  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton  Business  Men’s  League,  and  is  affiliated  frater- 
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nally  with  West  New  Brighton  Council,  Knights  of 
Columbus.  For  several  months  during  the  World 
War  period,  Mr.  Crane  held  a  commission  as  sec¬ 
ond  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army  Reserve 
Corps,  his  honorable  discharge  coming  in  1919. 

James  C.  Crane  married  on  November  24,  1926, 
Kathryn  Keenan,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  the  late 
Margaret  F.  (Garvie)  Keenan.  Mr.  Keenan  is  now 
retired  and  lives  with  his  daughter  and  son-in-law 
at  No.  324  Forest  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


HEBER  J.  OLDHAM — Having  participated  in 
many  different  business  enterprises  at  various  stages 
of  his  career,  Heber  J.  Oldham  now  holds  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  station  agent  at  the  Tottenville  terminal  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  fulfills  in  an 
efficient  manner  the  duties  of  his  office.  His  career 
has  been  a  varied  one,  both  in  his  younger  days  and 
in  more  recent  years;  and,  having  spent  most  of  his 
life  on  Staten  Island,  he  always  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  shown  himself 
ready  at  all  times  to  support  whatever  movements 
he  has  believed  would  bring  benefits  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

A  son  of  Thomas  Frederick  and  Fannie  (Lindsay) 
Oldham,  he  was  born  in  Waukegan,  Illinois,  on  May 
22,  1856,  but  when  only  two  years  old,  his  family 
removed  to  Staten  Island.  His  father  and  mother, 
both  natives  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  1845  and 
settled  in  Illinois.  In  1858  they  took  residence  in 
Tompkins ville  and  here  the  father  was  engaged  for 
many  years  in  the  wholesale  clothing  business.  He 
died  in  1900,  having  survived  his  wife  sixteen  years. 
Both  parents  are  buried  in  Silvermount  Cemetery. 

Heber  J.  Oldham  received  his  education  abroad, 
having  been  a  student  for  six  years  in  Kilkenny 
College,  in  Ireland,  where  he  prepared  for  a  course  in 
medicine  and  surgery.  Upon  his  return  to  the  United 
States,  however,  he  made  his  home  with  his  parents 
and  for  the  following  ten  years  engaged  as  a  whole¬ 
sale  paint  and  oil  dealer.  His  next  venture  was  in 
the  furniture  business  and  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  thereafter  he  was  thus  occupied.  His  first 
store,  known  as  the  Staten  Island  Supply  Company, 
and  located  at  Tompkinsville,  was  conducted  by  him 
for  fifteen  years.  After  selling  his  interests  he 
opened  a  similar  establishment  at  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  which  he  continued  to  operate  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1917.  Feeling  that  retirement  was  not  con¬ 
ducive  to  his  better  mental  and  physical  welfare  he 
subsequently  became  employed  by  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  with  which  company  he  is  now  asso¬ 
ciated.  As  a  young  man,  Mr.  Oldham  was  keenly 
interested  in  military  activities  and  for  seventeen  years 
was  a  member  of  the  12th  Regiment,  National  Guard, 
New  York. 

His  marriage,  which  took  place  on  August  26,  1876, 
was  an  unusual  event.  On  this  day  Mr.  Oldham  was 
united  in  matrimony  to  Mary  Slack  and  at  the  same 
time  his  sister  Fannie  Oldham,  became  the  bride  of 
the  late  Robert  N.  Slack  (q.  v.),  brother  of  Mary 
Slack.  Heber  J.  and  Mary  (Slack)  Oldham,  the  lat¬ 
ter  who  died  in  1899,  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren  of  whom  seven  are  living:  1.  Heber  D.  W.,  who 
resides  with  his  father.  2.  George  Frederick,  who 
married  Arelia  Jensen  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  which  city 
he  is  engaged  in  the  plumbing  and  heating  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  George  Oldham  and  Son.  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Margue¬ 
rite  M.,  Heber  G.,  Helen  L.,  Wayne  G.,  Inez,  Irma, 
Doris  R.,  Pauline  G.,  Florence  E.,  and  Evelyn.  3. 
Mary  Elizabeth,  living  at  home.  4.  U.  Grant  (q.  v.), 


who  married  Mabel  Mott,  of  Staten  Island,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Muriel  F.  5.  Thistleton  J.,  who  with 
his  wife,  Jessie  Van  Cott,  of  Tompkinsville,  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  George  F.  and  Jessie.  6. 
Reginald  St.  John,  who  married  Gertrude  Mullin  of 
an  old  Staten  Island  family,  and  has  one  son,  Stanley 
J.  7.  Stanley,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  brother,  U.  Grant  Oldham.  Three  of 
these  sons:  Heber  D.  W.,  Thistleton  J.,  and  Regi¬ 
nald  St.  John,  have  also  been  associated  with  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  for  many  years. 

Heber  J.  Oldham,  the  father  of  this  family,  remem¬ 
bers  Staten  Island  in  its  earlier  days,  and  has  many 
interesting  tales  to  tell  of  the  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  important  borough  of  New  York.  He 
also  has  many  fascinating  stories  to  tell  of  Ireland, 
the  home  of  his  ancestors,  where  his  paternal  grand¬ 
father  was  for  sixty  years  associated  with  the  Bank 
of  Ireland. 


WILLIAM  JOHN  BRADFORD— Active  in  real 
estate  circles  in  Manhattan,  Mr.  Bradford  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  important  interests  within  his  calling  and 
identifies  himself  in  a  conservative  manner  with 
movements  affecting  the  welfare  of  his  profession.  As 
a  former  resident  of  Staten  Island  he  manifested  a 
deep  concern  in  all  projects  for  the  civic  advance¬ 
ment  of  this  community  and  in  a  social  relation  he 
still  retains  a  number  of  friendships  in  this  borough. 

Mr.  Bradford  was  born  on  May  19,  1884,  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Orr)  Bradford,  who 
came  to  Staten  Island  some  forty  years  ago.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Staple- 
ton  and  by  private  tuition,  after  which  he  became 
employed  in  the  real  estate  business.  As  time  passed, 
promotion  brought  him  to  his  present  position,  that 
of  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Beekman  Estate, 
a  corporation  controlling  the  large  realty  holdings  of 
the  old  Dutch  family  of  Beekman.  Their  offices  are 
at  No.  60  East  Forty-second  Street,  New  York. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  East  Side  Estates  and  the  First  Avenue  Asso¬ 
ciation.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  is  a  Past 
Master  of  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471  of  that  frater¬ 
nal  body.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Staten  Island,  for  about  twenty 
years  and  was  generally  active  in  the  work  of  that 
congregation. 

On  May  10,  1922,  Mr.  Bradford  married  Selina 
Vredenburgh  Schantz,  the  only  daughter  of  Louis 
W.  and  Mary  J.  (Williams)  Schantz,  well  known 
residents  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradford 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  William  John,  Jr., 
and  Mary  Elizabeth.  The  Bradford  residence  was 
formerly  at  No.  129  Townsend  Avenue,  Clifton,  but 
the  family  now  resides  at  Northport,  Suffolk  County, 
New  York. 


CLIFFORD  OETZEL  KNOX— For  the  past 
fifteen  years  a  resident  of  this  community,  Mr.  Knox 
has  during  that  time  established  and  developed  an 
automobile  service  and  sales  business  that  stands 
out  prominently  among  the  thriving  firms  of  the 
South  Shore  section.  The  larger  portion  of  his  life 
to  date,  has  been  occupied  with  a  study  of  mechanics 
and  automotive  engineering  and  his  place  of  business 
at  Great  Kills  is  evidence  of  the  success  he  has  at¬ 
tained  in  this  field  of  endeavor. 

The  Knox  family,  which  is  of  Scotch  lineage,  was 
first  represented  in  America  in  the  early  1600’s,  and 
in  the  history  of  our  country  many  of  their  number 
have  been  active  in  military  and  other  affairs.  In 
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narrating  of  the  branch  of  the  family  with  which 
Mr.  Knox  is  identified,  one  meets  with  his  great- 
great-grandfather,  Robert  Knox.  This  ancestor  mar¬ 
ried  a  daughter  of  Robert  Ewart,  and  both  he  and 
his  father-in-law  were  participants  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Robert  Knox  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Safety  at  Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  He 
and  his  wife  had  several  children,  among  whom  was 
William  Knox,  who  married  and  was  the  father  of 
a  son  bearing  the  name  of  William.  The  latter  mar¬ 
ried  and  likewise  had  a  son,  William,  father  of  the 
present  Mr.  Knox. 

The  last-named  William  Knox  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  1857,  in  Mt.  Mourne,  North  Carolina,  and 
attended  there  the  local  schools,  in  the  meantime 
working  on  his  father’s  farm  and  gaining  thereby 
an  adequate  foundation  for  life’s  duties.  His  school¬ 
ing  completed,  he  was  employed  for  some  time  as  a 
clerk  in  a  store,  but  later  worked  for  a  railroad  com¬ 
pany  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  Subsequent  years, 
however,  found  him  engaged  as  State  distributor  for 
Standard  Manifolding  Registers,  a  position  which  he 
filled  with  appreciable  success  for  the  remainder  of 
his  lifetime. 

William  Knox  married  Sarah  Jane  Schofield  of 
Davidson  College,  Davidson,  North  Carolina,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  two  sons:  William  Graham, 
residing  in  Manhassett,  Long  Island;  and  Clifford 
Oetzel,  of  this  review.  William  Knox  died  in  1928 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1900. 

Clifford  O.  Knox  was  born  December  3,  1891, 
in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  He  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  city,  follow¬ 
ing  which  he  obtained  employment  in  a  machine  shop. 
Some  time  later  he  was  connected  with  an  architect 
and  mill  engineer  in  Charlotte,  and  then,  in  1906, 
after  having  acquired  a  substantial  training  in  con¬ 
struction  work,  he  entered  the  Blue  Print  business  on 
his  own  responsibility.  A  year’s  time  sufficed,  how¬ 
ever,  to  turn  his  mind  definitely  to  mechanics  for 
which  he  was  best  fitted,  with  the  result  that  he 
entered  a  school  at  Washington,  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  to  study  automotive  engineering.  Upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  two-year  course  he  was  identified  for  a 
short  time  with  the  automobile  industry,  deriving 
thereby  a  sound  practical  experience. 

Coming  to  New  York  City  Mr.  Knox  was  connected 
with  the  Bosch  Magneto  Company  for  two  years  and 
the  Wire  Bale  Manufacturing  Company  for  a  similar 
period,  but  in  1915  he  came  to  Staten  Island  and 
opened  on  Amboy  Road,  Great  Kills,  a  garage  busi¬ 
ness  that  he  maintains  at  the  present  day.  Opening 
his  establishment  as  the  medium  for  a  storage  and 
repair  business,  he  has  gradually  enlarged  it  from 
year  to  year.  In  19x6  Mr.  Knox  took  over  the  agency 
for  the  Velie  car,  maintained  it  for  about  two  years 
and  then  changed  to  the  agency  of  the  Brisco  car. 
In  1919-20  both  the  Brisco  and  Elgin  were  sold  by 
him  and  later  the  Stephen  and  King  “8”  were  added 
and  maintained  as  the  principal  selling  attraction  until 
1923.  The  latter  year  marked  the  beginning  of  his 
taking  over  of  the  Nash  Agency,  and  he  has  since 
become  one  of  the  largest  retailers  of  this  nationally- 
known  car  on  the  island.  In  the  meantime  his  repair 
business  had  materially  increased,  until  at  present  a 
staff  of  five  experienced  mechanics  is  made  necessary 
by  the  demands  of  autoists  for  this  service. 

Mr.  Knox  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Automobile  Dealers’  Association,  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Great  Kills  Lodge,  No. 
912,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  is 
closely  identified  with  civic  movements  of  importance 
in  his  home  district,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the 


history  of  the  island  and  its  present  development-at- 
large. 

Clifford  O.  Knox  married  in  New  York  City,  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1911,  Helen  C.  Trainor,  daughter  of  James 
and  Ellen  (Carroll)  Trainor,  of  Carrolton,  Ireland. 
They  have  the  following  children:  Hazel  Marie,  born 
September  15,  1912;  Adelaide,  born  May  19,  1914; 
Clifford,  Jr.,  born  November  5,  1918;  and  William 
Preston,  born  July  13,  1920.  With  the  exception  of 
Hazel  Marie,  all  were  born  on  Staten  Island. 

The  garage  and  automobile  sales  business  conducted 
by  Mr.  Knox  is  located  at  No.  3948  Amboy  Road, 
Great  Kills.  _ , 

RAPHAEL  LANGERE — Probably  no  man  more 
loves  the  work  of  planning  and  building  than  does 
Raphael  Langere,  of  No.  402  Tompkins  Avenue, 
Rosebank.  Mr.  Langere  was  a  master  carpenter  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  later  in  life  he  engaged 
in  the  contracting  business  under  his  own  name,  and 
is  now  specializing  in  designing  and  architecture.  He 
also  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi¬ 
ness,  and  though  a  successful  contractor,  he  is  one 
who  loves  to  take  off  his  coat  and  work  along  with 
his  men.  Mr.  Langere  served  as  chief  inspector  of 
the  Bureau  of  Buildings  for  seven  and  a  half  years, 
is  active  in  the  Democratic  party,  having  served  on 
the  Democratic  General  Committee  for  the  past 
twenty-four  years,  and  as  a  controlling  power  among 
his  countrymen  on  Staten  Island. 

Francisco  P.  Langere,  father  of  Mr.  Langere,  who 
is  a  native  of  Italy,  came  to  this  country  in  1882,  and 
is  now  living  retired,  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  resident  of  Auletta,  Province  of  Salerno,  Italy, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  express  business.  Busi¬ 
ness  uncertainties  caused  him  to  come  to  this  country, 
where  he  settled  in  New  York  City,  working  until 
he  could  accumulate  sufficient  funds  to  pay  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  his  wife  and  three  children  across.  When  he 
was  able  to  do  so,  he  became  the  proprietor  of  a  fruit 
stand,  subsequently  becoming  the  owner  of  several 
such  stands  in  which  he  was  successful.  After  a  time 
he  removed  to  Staten  Island,  and  settled  at  Rosebank. 
Here  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  his  wife 
operating  a  bakery  in  connection  with  her  husband’s 
grocery  business.  His  wife  was  Laura  Pucciarelle, 
who  died  in  1918,  and  is  buried  in  St.  Mary’s  Cem¬ 
etery. 

Raphael  Langere,  son  of  Francisco  P.  and  Laura 
(Pucciarelle)  Langere,  was  born  in  Auletta,  Province 
of  Salerno,  Italy,  March  27,  1876,  and  received  his 
earliest  education  in  the  primary  parochial  schools 
of  his  birthplace.  His  father,  in  1884,  sent  money  for 
the  passage  of  his  wife  and  three  children  to  this 
country,  Raphael  Langere  being  then  in  his  ninth 
year  and  the  only  son.  The  mother,  with  Raphael  and 
two  girls,  arrived  in  due  time,  and  the  lad  continued 
his  education  in  the  public  school  located  on  Wooster 
Street,  between  Houston  and  Spring  streets,  New 
York.  Here  he  learned  the  language  of  his  adopted 
country,  also  much  of  its  customs  and  traditions. 
Later,  when  his  parents  removed  to  Staten  Island, 
Raphael  Langere  went  to  work  in  a  lithographic 
establishment  in  New  York  City.  After  a  time,  how¬ 
ever,  he  determined  that  he  would  learn  the  carpen¬ 
ter’s  trade,  and  by  the  time  he  was  twenty  years  of 
age  he  was  working  as  a  master  carpenter  in  that 
city.  Eventually,  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  on  Staten  Island,  and  here  he 
has  been  successfully  employed  for  many  years.  Ex¬ 
pert  workmanship,  honest  business  methods,  and  love 
of  his  work  have  brought  abundant  reward,  and  as 
the  years  have  passed  he  has  specialized  more  and 
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more  in  the  designing  and  architectural  work  for 
which  he  is  especially  adapted  and  which  he  especially 
enjoys.  Along  with  these  activities  he  also  conducts 
a  general  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  and 
during  the  administration  of  Borough  President  Mc¬ 
Cormick  he  was  appointed  chief  inspector  in  the 
Bureau  of  Buildings,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for 
seven  and  a  half  years.  He  also  served  in  the  Bureau 
of  Buildings  under  Borough  President  Calvin  D. 
Van  Name.  Mr.  Langere  has  never  lost  his  love  of 
active  work,  and  to  the  present  time  he  has  continued 
to  work  along  with  his  men,  enjoying  the  work  of 
laying  out  land  and  houses.  In  the  ranks  of  the 
Democratic  party  he  is  a  factor,  for  he  has  much 
influence  with  the  Italian  people  of  Staten  Island.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  General  Democratic  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  past  twenty-four  years,  and  has  long 
been  a  power  in  its  ranks.  In  1927  he  was  candidate 
for  alderman  from  his  district.  In  fraternal  organi¬ 
zations,  Mr.  Langere  is  active,  being  a  member  of 
Guiseppe  Garibaldi  Lodge,  No.  331;  of  the  Monte 
Carmello  Society;  the  Foresters  of  America,  and  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Progressive  League,  a  founder  and  a  charter 
member  of  the  Italian-American  Democratic  Club, 
a  founder  and  one  of  the  builders  of  the  Italian 
Church  Operario  Beneficenza,  and  has  in  very  full 
measure  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen  in  this  section,  as  well  as  of  all  others 
with  whom  he  is  associated. 

Raphael  Langere  was  married,  July  22,  1900,  to 
Marion  Cossetta,  who  was  born  in  Italy  and  came  to 
this  country  from  the  same  Italian  village  in  which 
Mr.  Langere  was  born,  crossing  on  the  same  boat 
when  he  was  eight  years  of  age  and  she  was  but 
three.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Cossetta,  now 
deceased,  and  of  Theresa  (Gentile)  Cossetta,  the  last- 
mentioned  of  whom  survives  her  husband  and  is  liv¬ 
ing  at  No.  180  Broadway,  Astoria,  Long  Island.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Langere  have  twelve  children:  Vincent  P., 
Laura,  Theresa,  Emily,  Marion,  Raphael,  Daniel, 
Frank,  Charles,  Lillian,  Evelyn,  and  Virginia.  The 
sons  are  especially  talented  in  mechanical  lines,  and 
one  son  is  manager  for  the  new  Automotive  Company 
of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Langere  is  fond  of  automobil- 
ing,  and  has  driven  to  Florida  five  times.  The  family 
home  is  at  No.  171  Jefferson  Avenue,  Rosebank. 


EDWARD  JOSEPH  MULLIGAN— With  the 
distinction  of  having  progressed  to  an  outstanding 
position  in  the  business  life  of  metropolitan  New 
York  by  his  own  energetic  efforts,  Edward  J.  Mul¬ 
ligan,  of  Staten  Island,  has  risen  from  the  rank  of 
office-boy  to  that  of  assistant  secretary  of  the  famous 
Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company. 
He  also  holds  official  position  with  kindred  indus¬ 
trial  concerns,  being  assistant  secretary  of  the  West¬ 
inghouse  Lamp  Company  and  assistant  secretary  and 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Sup¬ 
ply  Company.  He  attributes  his  success  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  always  given  his  fullest  attention  to  every 
detail  of  the  work  before  him;  his  willingness  and 
enthusiasm  in  performing  even  more  than  was  re¬ 
quired  of  him,  often  working  on  holidays  in  the 
interest  of  the  firm,  has  brought  him  the  recognition 
and  appreciation  he  so  rightly  deserves.  Upon  his 
election  to  his  present  position  the  press  of  the 
United  States  was  replete  with  interesting  stories  of 
his  life,  reiterating  the  fact  that  he  started  with  the 
company  as  office  boy  twenty-five  years  ago. 

Mr.  Mulligan  was  born  on  Lafayette  Avenue,  New 
Brighton,  November  26,  1886,  son  of  the  late  Wil¬ 


liam  F.  Mulligan,  born  in  Troy,  1847,  and  Margaret 
(Mahon)  Mulligan,  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  who 
survives  her  husband  and  resides  in  New  Brighton. 
William  F.  Mulligan  was  well  known  for  his  activ¬ 
ities  in  the  painting  and  decorating  business.  After 
his  retirement  from  the  trade,  the  enterprise  he 
established  was  taken  over  by  his  son,  William  F., 
Jr.,  who  has  since  conducted  the  business.  The  elder 
Mr.  Mulligan  was  never  active  in  politics  or  frater¬ 
nal  societies,  preferring  to  devote  all  his  time  to 
business  and  interests  in  his  home.  His  death  occurred 
November  1,  1929,  at  No.  25  Henderson  Avenue, 
New  Brighton. 

Edward  J.  Mulligan  was  educated  in  public  schools 
Nos.  3  and  17,  at  St.  Peter’s  School,  and  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  High  School,  after  which  he  attended  Baker’s 
Business  College  at  Stapleton.  Completing  his  scho¬ 
lastic  studies,  he  entered  upon  his  business  career,  his 
first  position  being  with  his  present  firm,  the  Westing¬ 
house  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company.  He  made 
this  connection  through  the  influence  of  Philip  Ferdi¬ 
nand  Kobbe,  a  vice-president  of  this  great  concern 
and  a  friend  of  Mr.  Mulligan’s  father.  He  began 
his  career  with  the  same  splendid  principles  which 
have  marked  his  advance  to  prominence,  those  of 
sincerity  and  unitiring  energy  in  the  interests  of  his 
employer,  and  as  a  consequence,  rose  from  the  work 
of  office  boy  steadily  and  consistently  until  he  pro¬ 
gressed  from  the  office  of  George  Westinghouse  the 
founder,  where  his  salary  was  three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  a  week  to  an  official  position  in  the  company. 
His  philosophy  is  briefly  expressed  by  his  state¬ 
ment  :  “Keep  on  with  the  lines  you  start  if  they 
are  the  right  ones,  and  you  will  succeed.”  For  the 
past  eight  years,  he  has  served  as  assistant  secretary 
and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Petroleum  Conversion 
Corporation,  which  corporation  had  the  only  true 
vapor  cracking  gasoline  process  at  this  time. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Mulligan  takes  an  active  part  and 
is  a  general  committeeman  of  the  Democratic  party, 
which  office  he  has  held  for  many  years.  He  is 
popularly  identified  with  the  leading  club  and  social 
organizations  of  the  island,  being  particularly  fond 
of  golf,  having  played  on  every  well  known  course 
in  the  East.  He  has  played  semi-professional  base¬ 
ball  as  a  member  of  the  Richmond,  and  Skellys, 
when  they  won  the  island  pennant.  During  the  World 
War,  Mr.  Mulligan  was  secretary  to  the  Chief  of 
Finance,  Robert  I.  Farrington,  former  vice-president 
of  the  Great  Northern  Railroad,  who  worked  to 
centralize  purchases  under  the  late  General  Goethals. 
He  enlisted  and  was  sent  to  Fort  Meyer,  Virginia, 
and  from  thence  to  Washington,  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  where  he  remained  six  months  until  December 
17,  1918.  He  is  a  member  of  Slosson  Post,  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion,  the  North  Shore  Veteran  Firemen’s 
Association,  and  Exalted  Ruler  of  Staten  Island 
Lodge,  No.  841  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  also  Past  Grand  Knight  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus.  His  religious  adherence 
is  given  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  he  was 
formerly  president  of  the  Holy  Name  Society. 

Edward  J.  Mulligan  married,  December  15,  1918, 
Mary  Agnes  O’Connor,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Mary  (Noonan)  O’Connor,  of  Brooklyn,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased.  To  this  union  there  were  three 
children:  Edward,  Jr.,  born  February  24,  1920;  Wil¬ 
liam,  born  February  24,  1922,  both  of  whom  attend 
St.  Paul’s  Parochial  School;  and  Stephen  Thomas, 
born  June  6,  1927.  Mrs.  Mulligan  is  prominently  active 
in  Court  Genevieve,  Catholic  Daughters  of  America, 
and  like  her  husband  is  well  known  about  Staten 
Island. 
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CHARLES  ANTHONY  McSORLEY — A  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family,  Charles  A.  Mc- 
Sorley,  who  was  born  and  raised  here  has  for  nearly 
fifteen  years  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  truck¬ 
ing  and  long  distance  hauling  business.  Starting  in 
a  small  way,  his  energy,  industry,  and  ability  have 
enabled  him  to  expand  rapidly,  until  today  (1930) 
he  counts  among  his  customers  many  of  the  largest 
commercial  and  industrial  establishments  on  Staten 
Island.  He  is  prominently  active  in  religious  and 
fraternal  affairs  and  is  considered  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  and  progressive  younger  businessmen  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  McSorley  was  born  at  Port  Richmond,  March 
24,  1888,  a  son  of  John  and  Catharine  (Mead)  Mc¬ 
Sorley,  his  parents  being  likewise  natives  of  Staten 
Island.  His  father,  who  died  in  September,  1920, 
was  a  cloth  dyer  and  the  son  of  John  McSorley,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  Staten  Island  about 
1850  and  who  was  for  many  years  a  stationary  en¬ 
gineer  in  the  old  dyeing  plant  of  Barrett  Nephews, 
where  he  lost  his  life  as  the  result  of  an  accident. 
His  mother,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  Mead,  was  born 
in  Ireland  and  came  to  America  in  the  middle  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  Charles  A.  McSorley  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Staten  Island.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Staten  Island  Ship  Building  Company,  where 
he  learned  shipfitting.  This  trade  he  followed  until 
1910,  after  which  he  was  connected  for  seven  years 
with  various  concerns,  including  the  firm  of  Brady 
Brothers,  coal,  feed  and  ice  dealers,  and  C.  W.  Hunt 
Company,  of  New  Brighton.  About  1917  he  started 
in  the  trucking  and  long  distance  hauling  business. 
In  the  beginning  he  owned  only  one  small  Ford  truck, 
but  he  has  met  with  apparent  success  and  now  has 
five  large  modern  Mack  trucks  and  is  also  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  large  garage.  The  latter  he  maintains 
also  for  public  storage,  conducting  a  service  station 
in  connection  with  it.  In  his  particular  field  he  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  experienced,  efficient  and 
reliable  men,  and  his  patrons  include  many  of  the 
most  important  Staten  Island  business  enterprises, 
such  as  the  Staten  Island  Shipbuilding  Company,  the 
General  Contracting  and  Engineering  Company,  and 
many  other  large  contracting  and  other  firms  in  New 
York  and  New  Jersey.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  being 
a  Past  Deputy  Grand  Knight  and  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Degree.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with 
Our  Lady  of  Mt.  Carmel  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
where  he  is  also  president  of  the  Holy  Name  Society. 
In  community  interests  he  is  also  well  identified. 

Mr.  McSorley  married,  February  19,  1915,  Helen 
Cecilia  Sutherland,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Coghill)  Sutherland.  Mrs.  McSorley,  as  well  as 
her  parents,  were  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  her 
father  dying  there  in  1923.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
the  St.  Joseph  Nurses  School,  Yonkers,  New  York, 
and  served  as  a  nurse  in  the  United  States  Army 
during  the  World  War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McSorley 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Jean,  born  April 
13,  i92I»  now  a  student  at  Notre  Dame  School; 
Gloria,  born  March  3,  1925;  and  Betty,  born  June 
1,  1927.  The  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  167 
Dongan  Street,  West  New  Brighton. 


SAMUEL  HIRSCH — As  one  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  bar  and  active  in  local  affairs  within 
his  profession,  Mr.  Hirsch  is  also  a  worker  in  move¬ 
ments  affecting  the  progress  of  the  present  and  future 
citizenship  of  Staten  Island. 


He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  May  1,  1902,  a 
son  of  Jonas  and  Jennie  (Knoblock)  Hirsch.  His 
parents  came  to  this  country  from  Austria-Hungary, 
settling  in  Manhattan;  and  about  1903  they  removed 
to  Newark,  New  Jersey.  Nine  years  later  another 
removal  brought  them  to  Staten  Island  where  they 
established  a  permanent  home.  Jonas  Hirsch  was 
engaged  in  merchandising  until  his  death  in  1925, 
being  survived  by  his  wife  who  resides  in  St.  George. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  them:  Sally, 
Jerome,  Samuel,  more  familiarly  known  as  “Sam,” 
and  Phillip. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Newark  and 
Staten  Island,  with  graduation  from  Curtis  High 
School  in  1920,  the  higher  education  of  Samuel  Hirsch 
was  next  pursued  at  the  law  school  of  New  York 
University.  In  order  to  pay  his  tuition  at  the  univer¬ 
sity,  he  worked  during  spare  hours  in  the  office  of 
David  L.  Podell,  an  attorney,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
mained  two  years.  Subsequently,  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  in  the  offices  of  Weshler  and  Kohn,  prominent 
real  estate  lawyers,  in  Manhattan.  After  receiving 
his  degree  in  1923,  he  served  a  year’s  clerkship  in 
the  law  office  of  Elias  Bernstein  on  Staten  Island, 
then,  after  required  examination,  was  admitted  to  the 
New  York  Bar  of  this  jurisdiction.  He  opened  an 
office  at  42  Richmond  Terrace,  moving,  in  1930,  to 
larger  quarters  at  36  Richmond  Terrace.  In  time  he 
was  also  admitted  to  practice  in  the  criminal  and  civil 
courts  under  State  and  Federal  control. 

In  his  high  school  and  university  days  Mr.  Hirsch 
took  part  in  aquatic  and  gymnastic  sports.  At 
Curtis  High  School,  he  excelled  in  swimming  and 
gymnasium  work  and  at  New  York  University  he 
was  made  a  member  of  the  ’Varsity  gymnasium  team. 
Both  before  his  graduation  and  since,  he  has  won 
medals  for  swimming  and  diving  and  only  a  few  years 
ago  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  diving  champions 
of  the  island.  Golf  is  also  one  of  the  games  in  which 
he  is  interested. 

He  was  president  of  the  Young  Men’s  Hebrew 
Association  (1926-27),  is  a  leader  among  the  younger 
of  his  people,  and  Boy  Scout  work  also  holds  his 
attention.  He  is  actively  interested  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  local  Jewish  Community  Center  and 
under  his  leadership,  meetings  were  conducted  to 
organize  its  early  supporters. 

Mr.  Hirsch  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Bar  Association,  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Temple  Emmanuel,  and  a  number  of  fraternal  organ¬ 
izations. 

His  offices  are  at  No.  36  Richmond  Terrace,  and 
his  residence  at  No.  131  Silver  Lake  Road,  West 
New  Brighton. 

RALPH  RAPPfi  McKEE — Upon  the  termination 
of  his  studies  at  one  of  Staten  Island’s  foremost  uni¬ 
versities  and  a  decade  spent  as  eastern  representative 
of  a  number  of  interior  newspapers  of  the  South  and 
West,  supplemented  by  experience  in  the  business 
world,  Mr.  McKee  entered  upon  a  broader  service 
in  the  field  of  public  life.  The  borough  government 
of  Richmond,  the  New  York  Legislature,  and  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  city  of  New  York  suc¬ 
cessively  have  been  the  spheres  of  such  service,  and 
in  the  latter  body  he  is  particularly  identified.  Beyond 
this,  Staten  Island  in  her  civic  and  cultural  progress, 
has  been  advanced  through  Mr.  McKee’s  participation 
in  movements  for  community  welfare  and  thus  he  may 
be  ranked  as  among  the  leading  citizens. 

Mr.  McKee’s  direct  lineage,  which  dates  to  1750 
in  this  country,  has  an  interesting  admixture  of  Irish, 
English,  and  latterly,  French  ancestry.  The  McKees 
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came  from  Ireland  during  Colonial  times  and  settled 
in  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania.  In  that  State  various 
members  took  active  part  in  movements  of  enter¬ 
prise,  and  one  of  the  cities  in  the  coal  region  is  thus 
named  McKeesport.  Samuel  McKee  was  the  pro¬ 
genitor  in  America.  Through  a  marriage  an  early 
McKee  was  united  with  the  ancient  Austin  family 
whose  ancestor,  Richard  Austin,  came  from  England 
to  the  Massachusetts  Colony  in  1638. 

Robert  Randolph  McKee,  grandfather  of  the  Mr. 
McKee  of  this  record,  went  from  Westmoreland 
County,  Pennsylvania  to  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and 
there  he  resided.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Follett  of 
Burlington,  Vermont.  To  them  the  following  children 
were  born:  John  D.,  and  Robert  Randolph,  Jr. 

John  D.  McKee  was  educated  at  Antioch  College, 
and  later  in  life  became  a  banker  at  Upper  Sandusky. 
He  was  a  substantial  citizen  and  was  affiliated  with 
the  McKee,  Weakley  and  Company,  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
wholesale  grocers.  Mary  Louise  Rappe,  his  wife, 
was  the  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Mary  (Hennesy) 
Rappe,  of  Canton,  Ohio.  The  Rappe  family  was  of 
old  French  stock,  while  the  Hennesys  were  of  Irish 
origin.  The  Colonist  Rappe  was  Dr.  Andrew  Rappe, 
a  surgeon  in  Napoleon’s  Army.  To  John  D.  and  Mary 
Louise  (Rappe)  McKee  the  following  children  were 
born:  Lutie  (McKee)  Rose,  and  Ralph  Rappe 

McKee. 

Ralph  Rappe  McKee  was  born  in  Upper  Sandusky, 
Ohio.  He  received  his  early  schooling  at  Dayton, 
in  his  native  State,  and  then  attended  the  well-known 
Lawrenceville  School  in  New  Jersey,  after  which  he 
matriculated  at  Princeton  University,  class  of  1887. 
After  leaving  Princeton  he  returned  to  Dayton,  Ohio, 
where  he  became  secretary  of  the  “Farmer’s  Home,” 
a  weekly  publication  devoted  to  agriculture.  In  1892 
he  came  East,  opened  an  office  in  the  old  “Times” 
building,  New  York,  and  here  represented  some 
thirty  Western  and  Southern  daily  and  weekly  papers. 

Mr.  McKee  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1893  and  was 
listed  in  the  local  Directory  of  1897  as  residing  at 
No.  3  Fort  Place,  not  far  removed  from  his  present 
residence,  No.  18  Central  Avenue,  St.  George.  He 
followed  newspaper  work  for  ten  years  and  then 
began  a  career  of  varied  activities  and  public  life. 

In  1902  he  became  treasurer  of  the  Formosa  Mer¬ 
cantile  Company,  at  No.  90  Wall  Street,  New  York, 
importers  of  tea  from  the  Island  of  Formosa.  In 
1914  Mr.  McKee  was  appointed  to  a  political  posi¬ 
tion  in  Borough  Hall  (Richmond),  and  became  As¬ 
sistant  Commissioner  of  Public  Works.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  McKee  Coal  Company  was  organized  by 
Ralph  Lowe  McKee,  Mr.  McKee’s  son.  The  head¬ 
quarters  of  this  lirm  are  located  at  No.  461  Richmond 
Terrace,  New  Brighton.  At  present  the  McKee  Coal 
Company  acts  as  sales  agent  for  Burns  Brothers, 
retail  coal  distributors  of  national  reputation,  who  now 
conduct  the  business  at  this  New  Brighton  address. 

Ever  since  coming  to  Staten  Island  to  reside,  Ralph 
R.  McKee  has  evinced  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  its  local  government  and  in  civic  and  educational 
movements.  Through  his  efforts,  particularly  on 
behalf  of  education,  he  has  been  both  an  earnest  and 
efficient  worker.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Assembly  for  1912-13  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Education.  In 
this  canacity  he  introduced  the  famous  “McKee 
School  Bills,”  relating  to  educational  matters  affect¬ 
ing  the  city  of  New  York. 

In  1911  he  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  by  Mayor  McClellan,  and  served 


three  years  in  this  important  office.  Mr.  McKee,  in 
!925>  was  reappointed  to  the  Board  of  Education  of 
the  city  of  New  York  by  Mayor  John  F.  Hylan, 
and  was  again  reappointed  in  1927  for  a  seven-year 
term  by  Mayor  James  J.  Walker.  He  is  one  of  the 
seven  members  of  the  board,  which  directs  the  most 
important  school  system  in  the  world.  His  attachment 
to  the  interests  of  Richmond  Borough  in  educational 
matters  has  been  especially  conscientious  and  efficient. 
He  has  done  much  to  improve  the  general  school 
equipment  on  the  island,  a  task  which  has  become 
increasingly  difficult  of  late  with  the  steady  increase 
of  population  and  the  resultant  agitation  between 
many  of  the  business  and  residential  sections. 

Mr.  McKee,  as  a  staunch  Democrat  in  his  polit¬ 
ical  affiliation,  has  been  a  leader  in  the  councils  of 
the  party  for  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club  and  identified  with  several  other  organiza¬ 
tions  as  follows:  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  the  Staten  Island  Club,  the  Richmond 
County  Country  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Cricket  Club, 
the  Rotary  Club,  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Princeton  Club,  Nassau  Club,  (Princeton), 
Mountain  Golf  Club  of  Twilight  Park,  Haines  Falls, 
New  York,  and  Fort  Orange  (Albany)  Club.  Within 
his  educational,  civic  and  social  activities,  he  has 
been  a  supporter  of  local  movements  for  public  bet¬ 
terment,  which  have  a  wide  influence  on  the  island. 
In  his  religious  persuasion  he  is  of  the  Episcopalian 
denomination. 

Ralph  R.  McKee  married  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on 
June  8,  1893,  Nora  Lowe,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  O.  and  Martha  (Harshman)  Lowe.  Her  father 
succeeded  the  Rev.  John  Hutchins  as  pastor  of  the 
Brighton  Heights  Reformed  Church  in  1893,  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  service  of  the  church  until  1898.  Being 
of  a  family  of  cultural  and  historical  attainments, 
Mrs.  McKee,  like  her  husband,  is  greatly  interested 
in  the  history  of  Staten  Island  and  in  that  of  our 
country  to  a  larger  extent.  Mrs.  McKee  organized 
the  St.  Cecilia  Society  on  Staten  Island  in  1894,  and 
has  been  its  president  for  many  years.  She  possesses 
a  splendid  library  of  the  War  of  1812,  both  of  the 
individual  battles  and  skirmishes  of  that  conflict  and 
of  personal  exploits.  Her  papers  and  volumes  dealing 
with  that  conflict  were  gathered  by  her  brother,  John 
W.  Lowe,  now  deceased,  and  contain  exhaustive  writ¬ 
ings  by  American  and  British  authors,  giving  in  many 
cases  entirely  opposite  views  on  the  results  of  army 
maneuvers  and  strategies.  Practically  every  book  or 
article  ever  written  on  that  war  is  numbered  within 
the  collection  which  at  one  time  was  on  public  exhi¬ 
bition  at  the  Public  Museum,  St..  George.  They  are 
now  a  loan  to  the  museum’s  invaluable  collection  of 
papers,  documents  and  volumes,  and  are  a  highly 
prized  reference  of  American  history.  Mrs.  McKee  is 
also  the  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  collections  of 
Hepplewhite  and  early  Sheraton  furniture  to  be  found 
in  this  country  and  is  a  competent  judge  of  the 
vintage  and  craftsmanship  of  such  works  of  art. 

Ralph  R.  and  Nora  (Lowe)  McKee  have  a  son, 
Ralph  Lowe  McKee,  born  March  10,  1894,  who  like 
his  father,  received  his  education  at  Lawrenceville 
and  Princeton.  At  the  present  time  he  is  president 
oT  the  McKee  Coal  Company  and  has  a  number  of 
local  interests.  He  married  on  April  6,  1918,  Margaret 
St.  George  Chambers,  daughter  of  George  P.  and 
Elizabeth  (Sparks)  Chambers,  of  Staten  Island.  They 
have  a  son,  Thomas  Lowe,  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth 
Chambers,  and  reside  at  No.  353  St.  Mark’s  Place, 
New  Brighton.  / 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee,  Sr.,  and  their  son  and  his 
family,  spend  the  summer  months  at  Twilight  Park, 
Haines  Falls,  New  York,  where  they  have  adjoining 
cottages. 


THE  SINGLETON  FAMILY— A  well-known 
Oakwood  Heights  family,  the  members  of  which 
with  one  exception,  have  followed  the  printing  and 
binding  business  in  Manhattan,  is  the  Singleton 
family  which  settled  on  Staten  Island  more  than 
thirty  years  ago. 

The  family  is  of  Irish  descent,  having  been  resi¬ 
dent  for  a  long  time  in  County  Cork,  Ireland.  It 
was  there  that  the  grandparents  of  the  present  genera¬ 
tion,  Thomas  and  Mary  Singleton,  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  lived,  one  of  the  latter  being  a  son,  Michael, 
who  was  born  September  12,  1850.  After  receiving 
a  sound  schooling  in  his  home  land,  Michael  Single- 
ton  was  brought  by  an  elder  brother  to  America  and 
upon  arriving  in  New  York  City  resided  with  an 
uncle  until  the  time  of  his  marriage.  The  elder 
brother,  in  the  meantime,  had  engaged  in  the  ship¬ 
ping  business  with  increasing  success  and  thus  was 
enabled  to  find  a  position  for  his  brother.  Michael 
Singleton  remained  thus  employed  until  his  death  on 
May  18,  1877,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  inter¬ 
ment  taking  place  in  Calvary  Cemetery,  Brooklyn. 
His  passing  was  of  an  untimely  and  tragic  nature, 
his  family  being  deprived  of  a  solicitous  husband  and 
father,  who  had  given  them  a  fullness  of  love  and 
devotion,  and  the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged 
losing  a  potential  leader.  He  was  endowed  with  a 
generous  nature,  a  mind  of  unusual  breadth,  and  a 
capacity  for  making  worthwhile  friendships.  His 
career  was  chiefly  marked  by  a  devotion  to  his  work 
and  an  aptitude  that  had  augured  well  for  future 
success. 

Michael  Singleton  had  married  Honora  Stack, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Burton)  Stack, 
of  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  the  Stack  family  hav¬ 
ing  long  been  seated  in  that  district.  After  her 
husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Singleton  and  her  children 
came  to  Staten  Island  from  New  York  and  settled 
in  the  present  homestead  located  on  Fifth  Street, 
Oakwood  Heights.  The  home  is  a  substantial  and 
attractive  one,  situated  in  a  pleasant,  residential 
community.  Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Singleton’s  life 
was  dedicated  to  the  care  of  her  family,  aiding  them 
in  their  education  and  sustaining  them  with  a  splen¬ 
did  home  training.  She  was  withal,  a  kindly, 
Christian  woman,  blessed  with  a  quiet  dignity  and 
a  sense  of  intelligent  responsibility  to  her  community. 
Her  death  occurred  March  1,  1921,  and  she  is  also 
buried  in  Calvary  Cemetery. 

The  three  children  of  Michael  and  Honora  (Stack) 
Singleton  are:  Patrick  J.,  Katherine  V.,  and  Sarah, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  were  educated 
largely  in  that  part  of  the  Island  where  they  had 
settled.  They  reside  at  the  family  residence,  are 
wholehearted  supporters  of  the  welfare  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  in  which  they  live,  and  attend  St.  Patrick’s 
Church  in  Richmond.  The  portraits  accompanying 
this  review  serve  as  a  fitting  memorial  to  their 
parents,  whose  lives  were  well  spent  in  service  to 
their  home  and  community. 


WILLIAM  TUNIS  GIBSON— The  character¬ 
istics  of  tenacity  and  adaptability  help  to  make  the 
most  of  one’s  talents  and  aid  considerably  in  the 
forming  of  character  which  is  essential  to  the  good 
citizen.  One  of  Staten  Island’s  better  known  inhabi¬ 
tants  who  resides  in  the  South  Shore  district,  and 


exemplifies  these  qualities  in  business  as  well  as  in 
his  community  and  home  life,  is  William  T.  Gibson 
of  Great  Kills. 

The  son  of  Edward  and  Agnes  (DeBevoise)  Gib¬ 
son,  he  was  born  April  20,  1873,  at  Giffords  on  the 
Island.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  hav¬ 
ing  four  brothers  and  five  sisters,  all  of  whom,  with 
the  exception  of  a  brother,  Edward,  Jr.,  are  deceased. 
Edward,  Jr.,  is  now  living  in  Haverstraw,  New  York. 
The  Gibson  family  is  of  English  origin  while  the 
DeBevoise  is  of  French  descent,  both  of  these  names 
having  long  been  known  on  Staten  Island. 

1  he  birth  of  Edward  Gibson,  the  father,  occurred 
in  Tottenville,  on  January  15,  1843,  and  he  has  re¬ 
sided  on  Staten  Island  practicaly  all  his  life  except 
for  a  few  years  during  early  life.  He  became  a 
builder.  In  1865  he  was  married  to  Agnes  DeBevoise 
in  the  historic  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  Richmond.  At 
the  present  time  he  lives  in  Great  Kills  with  his  son, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  on  December  15,  1923, 
at  an  advanced  age. 

His  son,  William  T.  Gibson,  attended  school  in 
Great  Kills  and  after  finishing  his  studies  eventually 
entered  the  construction  business  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  until  a  recent  date.  At  present  he  is  connected 
with  the  United  Brethren  Church,  Incorporated 
(Moravian),  at  New  Dorp. 

In  his  religious  affiliation  Mr.  Gibson  is  a  member 
of  the  Moravian  Church  and  has  served  for  many 
years  upon  the  Moravian  Church  Central  Board  of 
Trustees.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Order,  Great  Kills  Lodge,  No.  912,  and  is  also 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  January  31,  1900,  he  married  Sarah  Catherine 
Cole,  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family.  To  this  union  a 
daughter,  Marian  B,  was  born,  August  8,  1902.  After 
graduating  from  public  school  she  attended  Curtis 
High  School.  Her  marriage  took  place  June  10, 
1920,  to  Ernest  Smyser  Hagen,  Jr.,  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Ernest  S.  .Hagen,  D.  D.,  who  is  now  president  of 
the  Moravian  Church  at  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania. 
To  this  marriage  two  children  were  born:  Jane  Cath¬ 
erine  on  January  25,  1923,  and  William  Gibson  on 
October  10,  1924. 

Mrs.  William  T.  Gibson  is  an  enthusiastic  church 
worker  besides  being  a  member  of  the  Women’s 
Club,  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  the  Prince  Bay 
Women’s  Club,  and  various  other  societies.  The  Gib¬ 
son  family  residence  is  at  No.  65  Hillside  Terrace 
Great  Kills. 


WILLIAM  ANTHONY  SMITH— Although 
only  recently  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  young  in  years,  William  A. 
Smith  has  already  established  a  place  for  himself  as 
a  trial  lawyer  and  is  recognized  among  his  fellow- 
practitioners  as  one  of  the  coming  members  in  the 
legal  circles  of  Richmond  County. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Harrison,  New  Jersey, 
February  9,  1902,  the  son  of  Alfred  T.  Smith,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  Mary  A.  (Sheedy)  Smith, 
a  native  of  Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  at  the  public  schools  of  Har¬ 
rison  and,  when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Staten 
Island,  in  1912,  he  continued  his  studies  at  St.  Peter’s 
School  for  Boys.  He  was  in  this  latter  institute  of 
learning  for  about  three  years,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Staten  Island  Academy,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1920.  Matriculating  at  the  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity,  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and 
studying  law  during  the  last  year,  he  was  graduated 
in  1923.  He  then  took  a  post-graduate  course  at 
Columbia  University  and  later  attended  Fordham 
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University  Law  School,  from  which  he  received 
his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1925.  During 
his  law  course  he  held  the  post  of  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  Science  at  St.  Peter’s  High  School 
on  Staten  Island.  His  forensic  gifts  being  nothing 
short  of  remarkable  he  at  the  Catholic  University, 
was  a  member  of  the  debating  team.  Fond  of  all 
outdoor  sports,  Mr.  Smith  was  also  assistant  manager 
of  the  baseball  team  while  attending  studies  in 
Washington.  Besides  these  he  also  went  in  strongly 
for  swimming  and  other  activities. 

Elias  Bernstein  is  the  attorney  with  whom  Mr. 
Smith  is  associated  in  his  practice  of  the  law.  This 
connection  was  made  prior  to  his  graduation  from 
Fordham  in  1925  and  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  the 
following  year.  He  still  continues  his  association 
with  Mr.  Bernstein,  with  offices  at  No.  30  Bay 
Street,  St.  George.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  County  Bar  Association,  the  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Horticultural  Society,  Delta 
Theta  Phi  Fraternity,  Fordham  Alumni  Association 
and  the  Catholic  University  Alumni  Association  of 
Washington. 

On  February  11,  1927,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Margaret  Irvine  Quayle,  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Marjory  (Bremner)  Quayle.  Mrs.  Smith’s  death 
occurred  November  15,  1929.  Mr.  Smith  resides  at 
No.  37  Mobile  Avenue,  New  Dorp. 


THOMAS  M.  GILFILLAN — Although  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped  for  several  years,  Mr.  Gilfillan, 
who  has  been  a  local  resident  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  is  conducting  a  unique  selling  agency 
for  a  number  of  large  nationally-known  publishing 
houses.  The  enterprise,  conducted  from  his  home 
entirely  by  correspondence  and  telephone,  has  been 
a  remunerative  one  and  has  placed  him  in  a  sound 
position  in  the  business  life  of  Staten  Island. 

A  native  of  the  city  of  New  York,  he  was  born 
on  December  20,  1879,  the  son  of  John  and  Ann 
(Hicks)  Gilfillan.  Mr.  Gilfillan  is  descended  from 
Scotch  and  Irish  ancestors,  who  were  held  in  high 
esteem  by  their  fellow-citizens  in  their  various  com¬ 
munities  here  and  in  the  Old  World.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Thomas  Gilfillan,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  his  maternal  grandfather,  Matthew  Hicks,  a 
native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  were  for  long  years  resi¬ 
dents  of  New  York  City,  where  their  deaths  occurred. 
John  Gilfillan,  Mr.  Gilfillan’s  father,  was  associated 
with  the  manufacturing  department  of  Rogers,  Peet 
and  Company,  clothiers  of  Manhattan.  He  took  a 
keen  interest  in  current  affairs  of  the  city  but  never 
sought  public  position,  being  more  or  less  retiring 
by  nature.  As  a  boy,  Thomas  M.  Gilfillan  attended 
Public  School  No.  39  in  the  Harlem  district  of  New 
York,  but  leaving  his  studies  early  he  went  to  work 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  He  became  connected  with 
George  B.  Kester  and  Company,  where  he  remained 
until  1901.  For  the  following  five  years  he  was  man¬ 
ager  of  the  wholesale  tea  business  of  Edward  Rafter. 
From  1906  to  1914  he  was  associated  with  T.  Furuya 
and  Company  and  from  1914  to  1918  with  K.  Ikeda 
and  Company,  serving  each  of  these  firms  as  travel¬ 
ing  representative  and  manager  of  their  import  de¬ 
partment. 

So,  he  remained  with  the  Japanese  tea  interests 
until  1918  when,  quite  without  warning  of  any  sort, 
he  lost  the  use  of  his  legs.  Physicians  and  specialists 
disagreed  as  to  the  cause,  some  holding  that  it  was 
overwork  and  others  that  it  was  a  nervous  state; 
but,  whatever  it  was,  long  months  of  illness  followed, 
accompanied  by  anxiety  for  the  safety  and  well-being 


of  his  family.  While  the  medical  profession  despaired 
and  pronounced  him  incurable,  Mr.  Gilfillan  calmly 
analyzed  his  situation,  and  at  length  made  up  his 
mind  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  find  some 
type  of  activity  which  he  could  undertake  despite  his 
illness,  and  which  would  take  his  mind  from  his 
infirmity  and  at  the  same  time  be  productive.  Thus 
came  about  the  organization  of  his  magazine  enter¬ 
prise,  which  at  first  was  not  too  encouraging.  As  time 
went  on,  however,  Mr.  Gilfillan,  through  his  own 
perseverance  and  efforts  coupled  with  the  aid  of  his 
immediate  family,  gradually  increased  the  size  and 
scope  of  his  business  until  it  became  not  only  a 
profitable  venture  but  one  of  the  leading  enterprises 
of  its  kind.  As  his  health  improved  he  became  busier 
and  conceived  various  ideas  of  circulation  which  con¬ 
vinced  the  people  of  this  borough  and  elsewhere  that 
he  was  able  to  give  a  service  which  was  essential.  In 
addition  to  furnishing  magazines  and  books  to  his 
patrons,  he  now  issues  a  booklet  at  the  beginning 
of  each  month,  listing  all  important  novels  of  the 
month,  acting  in  this  capacity  as  an  agent  for  the 
most  important  houses  in  the  publishing  trade.  On 
more  than  one  occasion,  he  has  succeeded  in  finding 
for  his  customers  rare  books  and  books  that  are  no 
longer  in  print.  Mr.  Gilfillan  says  that  the  telephone 
accounts  for  the  success  of  his  business,  but  even  more 
important  than  the  telephone  is  the  indomitable  will 
of  the  man  himself. 

At  New  York,  on  February  22,  1903,  Mr.  Gilfillan 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Josephine  Burrows  of 
Staten  Island,  daughter  of  Henry  Burrows,  who  was 
proprietor  of  the  old  “Nautilus”  Hotel  on  Staten 
Island,  and  Ann  (Quinlan)  Burrows.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  there  have  been  four  children:  x.  Amy,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Curtis  High  School,  now  secretary  to  an 
officer  of  the  Guaranty  Company  of  New  York.  2. 
Thomas,  born  in  1907.  3.  John,  born  in  1910.  4.  Wil¬ 
liam,  born  in  1913.  Thomas,  John,  and  William  are 
also  graduates  of  Curtis  High  School  and  are  at 
present  employed  in  Wall  Street,  New  York. 

The  Gilfillan  family  residence  is  at  No.  130  Corson 
Avenue,  New  Brighton. 


JAMES  JOSEPH  CLARK — Retiring  in  1926 
from  the  fire  department  of  the  city  of  New  York 
after  twenty  years’  service,  Mr.  Clark  at  that  time 
established  himself  in  a  small  way  as  a  florist  at 
Castleton,  in  West  New  Brighton.  In  time  he  erected 
a  new  building  and  large  greenhouses  nearby  and 
there  his  business  is  flourishing  and  steadily  expand¬ 
ing.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  his  service  with  the 
fire  department  was  in  connection  with  Staten 
Island  companies,  and  Mr.  Clark  became  widely 
known  as  a  very  efficient,  faithful  and  courageous 
member  of  the  department.  Since  becoming  affil¬ 
iated  with  business  affairs  of  Staten  Island  he  has 
given  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  civic  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  district  in  which  he  resides. 

James  J.  Clark  was  born  on  West  Forty-fourth 
Street,  Manhattan,  November  23,  1882,  son  of  James 
and  Mary  (Maloney)  Clark.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  his  mother  of  Ireland,  but  both 
came  to  this  country  early  in  their  lives.  The 
older  Mr.  Clark  was  for  many  years  a  private  coach¬ 
man  for  several  old  and  prominent  New  York 
families,  including  J.  B.  Cornell,  David  Stevenson, 
and  other  notable  families  of  that  period,  but  event¬ 
ually  established  himself  in  the  retail  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  in  Manhattan.  The  son  was  educated  at  Holy 
Innocence  Parochial  School,  Thirty-seventh  Street 
and  Broadway,  and  also  attended  Public  School, 
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No.  20,  Thirtieth  Street  near  Sixth  Avenue,  New 
York  City.  When  he  was  about  fifteen  years  old 
he  entered  his  father’s  store,  remaining  there  for 
three  years.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the 
trucking  business  in  New  York  City,  continuing  until 
August  i,  1906.  when  he  joined  the  fire  depart¬ 
ment.  He  was  for  many  years  connected  with  Engine 
Company,  No.  157,  at  Cottage  Place  and  New  Street, 
Port  Richmond,  but  on  March  1,  1917,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  engineer  of  a  steamer,  he  was  assigned 
to  Engine  Company,  No.  154,  at  Hannah  and  Van 
Duzer  streets,  Tompkinsville.  In  January,  1920,  he 
was  again  transferred  to  his  old  company,  No.  157, 
with  which  he  continued,  until  he  retired  from  the 
department,  August  1,  1926,  after  twenty  years  of 
continuous  and  honorable  service.  Mr.  Clark  has 
always  been  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  associates 
in  the  fire  department,  a  fact  which  is  proven  by 
several  gifts  made  to  him.  At  the  time  he  received 
his  promotion,  in  1917,  the  members  of  Company, 
No.  157,  presented  him  with  a  gold  fob,  which  bore 
on  one  side  the  emblem  of  the  steam  engine  and  the 
word  “Engineer”  and  on  the  reverse,  the  inscrip¬ 
tion:  “Presented  to  James  J.  Clark  from  officers  and 
members  of  Engine  Company,  No.  157.”  Again,  at 
the  time  of  his  retirement  from  the  service,  his  fellow- 
members  honored  him  with  a  gift  of  a  beautiful 
ring,  bearing  the  emblem  of  the  fire  department, 
the  figures  “20,”  and  a  magnificent  diamond.  Mr. 
Clark  took  an  active  part,  during  his  many  years  of 
service,  in  numerous  big  fires  which  occurred  in 
Greater  New  York,  including,  to  mention  only  a 
few,  the  destruction  of  the  Parker  Building  on 
Eighteenth  Street  and  Fourth  Avenue  in  1908,  a 
big  dairy  fire  on  Fifty-fifth  Street,  between  Ninth 
and  Tenth  avenues,  and  the  destructive  fire  in  the 
Enoch  Morgan  Soap  Works. 

Mr.  Clark  has  always  been  a  lover  of  flowers  and, 
when  he  retired  from  the  fire  department  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  forty-four  years,  he  de¬ 
cided  to  establish  himself  in  the  florist’s  business. 
In  August,  1926,  he  opened  a  small  shop  near  Castle- 
ton  Four  Corners.  Soon  afterwards  he  commenced 
the  erection  of  his  present  headquarters,  at  No.  1876 
Victory  Boulevard,  West  New  Brighton,  in  the  rear 
of  which  he  built  his  large  and  modernly  equipped 
greenhouses.  He  moved  to  his  new  building  in 
January,  1927,  and  there  carries  on  a  steadily  grow¬ 
ing  trade,  covering  all  branches  of  the  florist’s  busi¬ 
ness,  including  decorative  work;  he  has  another 
flower  shop  at  No.  1276  Castleton  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton,  and  is  planning  to  expand  his  busi¬ 
ness  still  further.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Retail  Florists  Association,  and  has  become  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Florists  Telegraph  Association.  Mr. 
Clark  was  the  founder  and  treasurer  of  the  Castle¬ 
ton  Democratic  Social  Club,  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Castleton  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  a  member  of 
Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks. 

In  January,  1902,  Mr.  Clark  married  Frances 
Veronica  Martha  West  Snell,  of  New  York  City, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Callahan)  Snell. 
Their  daughter,  now  Mrs.  Clark,  was  born  and  lived 
near  her  husband’s  boyhood  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clark  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  James, 
who  worked  for  three  and  a  half  years  as  a  machinist 
on  Shooters  Island;  like  his  father  he  was  a  lover 
of  flowers,  and  in  1926  he  associated  himself  with 
the  latter’s  florist  business.  2.  Mary,  residing  at 
home.  3.  Grace,  married  in  August,  1927,  Joseph 
Madden,  of  Port  Richmond.  4.  Frances,  married 


in  May,  1927,  Larry  Ryan,  of  New  York  City. 
5.  Gertrude,  now  associated  in  the  florist  business. 
All  the  children  are  graduates  of  Public  Schools, 
Nos.  29  and  30.  Besides  rearing  their  own  five  chil¬ 
dren,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  taken  care  of  an 
orphan  niece,  Helen  Booth,  from  early  childhood; 
she  is  also  a  graduate  of  Public  School,  No.  29, 
having  also  been  a  student  at  Curtis  High  School, 
and  at  Bruce  Institute,  New  York  City;  she  now 
holds  a  responsible  position  in  the  office  of  Baker’s 
Weekly.  The  Clark  family  are  all  members  of  St. 
Therese’s  Church  of  the  Little  Flower. 


HENRY  CLARKE  DAVIS— Real  estate  activ¬ 
ities  looking  to  further  development  of  the  various 
property  interests  and  the  community  growth  of.  this 
jurisdiction  have  been  given  impetus  through  the 
operations  of  Henry  C.  Davis,  past  president  of  the 
Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board,  Inc.  Mr.  Davis 
has  established  himself  as  one  of  the  expert  appraisers 
of  land  and  building  values  on  the  island,  and  he 
often  has  been  called  into  conference  and  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  Port  of  New  York  Authority  with 
reference  to  the  rendition  of  his  services  on  important 
projected  or  established  public  works.  Among  his 
family,  of  past  and  present  generations,  are  to  be 
found  names  of  soldiers  and  sailors  who  have  served 
with  honor  in  their  respective  branches  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  forces.  Mr.  Davis’  chief  interest,  apart  from 
his  business  affairs,  lies  in  the  promotion  of  educa¬ 
tion. 

Henry  C.  Davis  was  born  in  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
May  14,  i860,  the  son  of  a  Presbyterian  minister  who 
held  a  commission  as  chaplain-captain  in  the  forces 
of  the  Confederacy  in  the  Civil  War.  He  received 
his  education  in  private  and  public  schools  of  his 
native  Atlanta  and  at  Oglethorpe  College.  He  ex¬ 
celled  in  athletics,  especially  in  baseball  and  on  the 
track  team.  As  a  member  of  the  Georgia  National 
Guard  he  served  eight  years  in  the  cavalry.  He 
desired  to  join  the  United  States  forces  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  but  when  the  opportunity  arrived 
for  him  to  enlist,  the  war  had  ended.  His  brother, 
Austin  Rockwell  Davis,  was  a  lieutenant  on  the 
battleship  “Oregon”  and  had  the  honor  of  carrying 
the  first  dispatch  in  that  vessel’s  historic  trip  around 
Cape  Horn,  in  1898.  He  was  in  action  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  and  after  the  close  of  hostilities  he 
was  transferred  to  the  United  States  Marine  Corps 
and  ordered  to  the  Philippines.  He  was  sent,  in  1900, 
to  help  quell  the  Boxer  uprising  in  China,  and  was 
killed  in  battle  with  the  insurrectionists.  Already  he 
had  been  promoted  to  captain,  and  following  his  death, 
additional  honors  were  bestowed  upon  him.  His  body 
was  returned  to  the  United  States  and  buried  in 
Arlington  Cemetery,  where  an  imposing  monument 
has  been  reared  above  his  grave. 

In  1903,  Henry  C.  Davis  left  Atlanta  for  Chicago, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  It  had 
been  his  ambition  to  become  a  lawyer,  and  he  had 
pursued  the  study  of  law  to  some  extent,  when  he 
met  with  an  accident  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  his  injuries, 
and  resultant  abeyance  in  his  plans,  owing  to  shortage 
of  funds,  eventuating  in  his  seeking  employment.  On 
his  way  to  Seattle,  Washington,  to  seek  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  health  and  fortune,  he  got  as  far  as  Chicago, 
and  an  uncle  who  resided  in  that  city  persuaded  him 
to  settle  there.  In  the  Windy  City  his  real  estate 
enterprise  was  followed  by  election  as  president  of 
the  Imperial  Waterproof  Company,  Ltd.,  in  which 
office  he  spent  twelve  years.  He  next  came  to  New 
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York  City  and  opened  an  Eastern  branch  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  remaining  in  this  connection  for  seventeen  years. 

The  next  move  in  his  career  was  his  arrival  on 
Staten  Island  and  the  establishment  of  the  firm  of 
Davis  &  Davis,  realtors  and  insurance  agency.  He 
became  an  auctioneer  and  operator  in  real  estate  on 
a  scale  that  commanded  attention  and  his  expertness 
won  him  recognition  on  the  part  of  courts  and  the 
public.  He  has  taken  part  in  fixing  the  valuation  of 
much  land  condemned  for  roads,  street  openings  and 
sewers.  With  F.  B.  Sterner  he  made  the  appraisal 
on  the  stretch  of  land  that  is  now  the  Hylan  Boule¬ 
vard.  He  was  occupied  as  an  appraiser  on  the  land 
taken  for  approaches  to  the  Tottenville,  Holland 
Hook  and  Port  Richmond  bridges.  He  is  actively 
engaged  in  the  development  of  the  twenty-six-acre 
Jones  estate  in  New  Brighton,  on  the  hill  beyond 
Public  School  No.  17  and  overlooking  Castleton  Ave¬ 
nue.  The  estate,  intact  for  eighty-five  years,  since  the 
Jones  family  came  to  the  island,  had  finally  been 
thrown  open,  and  the  commission  of  placing  it  on 
the  market  has  been  awarded  to  Mr.  Davis.  The 
considerable  work  that  he  has  done  for  the  Port  of 
New  York  Authority  has  not  been  the  actual  means 
of  bringing  him  into  prominence  in  island  affairs; 
it  was  because  of  his  leadership  and  skill  as  a  realtor 
and  appraiser  that  the  Authority  called  in  his  serv¬ 
ices.  For  years  he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  New 
York  State  Association  of  Real  Estate  Boards  and 
serves  as  a  member  of  its  tax  committee.  He  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Insurance  Federation  of  America  for  the 
county  of  Richmond. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Davis  is  a  Democrat  born  and 
bred,  and  gives  unswerving  support  to  the  local  organ¬ 
ization  of  his  party.  He  has  traveled  extensively  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  has  thereby  ac¬ 
cumulated  a  notable  addition  to  his  fund  of  informa¬ 
tion.  His  hobby,  if  such  it  can  be  called,  is  the 
cause  of  education.  He  is  a  member  and  chairman 
of  the  local  School  Board  No.  53,  and  derives  keen 
pleasure  in  attending  graduation  exercises.  He  is 
known  to  have  been  present  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
commencement  exercises  in  a  season  in  the  island 
schools.  He  has  employed  a  literary  bent  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  his  profession  in  writing  a  number  of  articles 
on  real  estate  for  current  periodicals.  There  is 
a  pronounced  literary  harmony  in  the  family,  as 
Mrs.  Davis  is  a  writer  of  short  stories  on  a  variety 
of  subjects.  The  religious  associations  of  the  family 
are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Davis  married  and  has  three  children:  1. 
Florence  C.,  born  in  August,  1909;  educated  at  Pub¬ 
lic  School  No.  1 7,  Staten  Island  Academy,  Curtis 
High  School,  and  at  Cornell  University.  At  high 
school  she  was  associate  editor  of  the  school  publica¬ 
tion  and  a  member  of  the  Atheneum.  2.  Henry 
Clarke,  Jr.,  born  January  13,  1916;  educated  at  Pub¬ 
lic  School  No.  16;  a  member  of  the  Woodcraft  League 
of  the  Boy  Scouts.  3.  Charles  Lucien,  born  June  8, 
1919.  Mr.  Davis’  daughter  is  eligible  for  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Dames,  and  the  sons  for  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  because  of  their  direct  lineage 
to  the  family  patriots  who  fought  on  the  side  of  the 
colonies  during  that  conflict. 


CHARLES  A.  BERGREN — With  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  succeed,  Charles  A.  Bergren  came  to  America 
from  Sweden  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  old. 
Adapting  himself  to  the  customs  of  our  people  and 
to  the  methods  of  American  industry,  he  spent  the 
first  four  years  of  his  life  here,  laying  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  his  present  business,  known  as  Bergren 


Brothers,  builders  and  general  contractors.  From 
the  time  of  its  inception,  this  concern  has  been  com¬ 
parably  successful  and  much  credit  is  due  to  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Bergren  and  to  the  confidence  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  had  business  transactions. 

Charles  A.  Bergren  was  born  in  Langban  Village, 
Sweden,  August  14,  1891,  which  settlement  also  was 
the  birthplace  of  the  famous  engineer,  John  Erics¬ 
son,  inventor  of  the  iron-clad  man-of-war,  “Moni¬ 
tor,”  of  Civil  War  fame.  He  was  a  son  of  Gustav 
and  Matilde  (Jacobson)  Bergren,  his  father,  who 
died  in  1917,  having  been  a  farmer,  a  builder  and  a 
town  official.  The  mother  still  resides  in  Sweden. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustav  Bergren  had  ten  children  as 
follows:  John,  Albert,  Charles  A.,  Esther,  Axel, 
Jacob,  Gust,  Werner,  August,  and  Bertil.  Albert, 
Bertil,  and  Esther,  who  is  now  Mrs.  John  Olson,  are 
still  residing  in  Sweden.  Jacob,  Gust,  Werner,  and 
August  are  located  in  Chicago  and  John,  Charles  A., 
and  Axel,  are  living  here  on  Staten  Island. 

In  his  native  land  Charles  A.  Bergren  received  an 
education  in  the  village  schools,  which  he  attended 
both  day  and  night.  After  completing  his  course  in 
one  of  the  higher  schools,  he  worked  for  a  time  as 
a  carpenter,  specializing  in  cabinet  making.  Coming 
to  the  United  States  in  1913,  he  spent  the  following 
three  years  working  at  his  trade  for  various  com¬ 
panies  in  Rahway,  New  Jersey,  and  Brooklyn.  In 
1916  he  came  to  Staten  Island,  eventually  becoming 
engaged  in  the  contracting  and  building  business. 
He  was  later  joined  by  his  brother  John  and  they 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  Bergren  Brothers. 
Since  that  time  they  have  built  many  homes  and 
several  stores  and  have,  from  time  to  time,  handled 
masonry  contracts  for  government  buildings.  In  1928 
they  completed  the  construction  of  a  meeting  hall  on 
Post  Avenue,  for  the  Swedish  Sick  Benefit  Society, 
Order  of  Vasa,  and  have  also  set  up  the  embank¬ 
ment  and  retaining  walls  at  the  Government  Quaran¬ 
tine  Station  near  Fort  Wadsworth. 

Mr.  Bergren  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  fraternally  affiliated 
with  Bredalbick  Lodge,  No.  880,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  New  York.  He  is  also  Past  Master  of 
Svea  Lodge,  No.  340,  and  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Sick  Benefit  Society,  both  in  the  Order  of  Vasa. 

By  a  first  marriage  Charles  A.  Bergren  is  the 
father  of  one  daughter,  Evelyn,  born  in  1915.  He 
married  (second)  at  New  Brighton,  December  24, 
1922,  Johanna  Strom,  a  native  of  Norway,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Carl  and  Helen  (Rosto)  Strom.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  this  union:  Erna,  in  August,  1924, 
and  Charles  A.,  Jr.,  in  December,  1926.  The  family 
home  is  at  No.  388  Victory  Boulevard,  Tompkins- 
ville. 


CORNELIUS  G.  KOLFF — Any  attempt  to  in¬ 
troduce  Cornelius  G.  Kolff  to  the  citizens  of  Staten 
Island  would  hardly  reflect  credit  upon  any  writer 
or  historian  of  these  times.  The  following  statement 
of  his  activities  and  affiliations — all  too  brief,  be¬ 
cause  only  such  data  as  were  already  spread  upon  rec¬ 
ords  accessible  to  the  public — reveals,  only  sparingly, 
a  man  who  has  been  among  the  most  active  of  his 
generation  in  forwarding  the  development  of  Staten 
Island  and  its  Institutions.  Son  of  a  Dutch  father 
and  an  American  mother,  he  combines  in  his  meth¬ 
ods  and  activities  the  quiet  care  and  thoroughness 
of  the  Dutch  with  the  vision  and  aggressiveness  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  New  World.  He  was  born  at  No. 
38  Bond  Street,  New  York  Gty,  September  2,  i860. 
Until  his  seventh  year  he  was  reared  on  Staten  Island, 
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living  part  of  the  time  at  Tompkinsville,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  old  Colonial  house  erected  by  his 
grandfather  in  1837  on  the  Richmond  Terrace,  ad¬ 
joining  the  present  St.  Peter’s  Academy  at  New 
Brighton. 

His  mother,  having  become  a  widow,  remarried, 
and  the  boy  was  taken  to  England,  Holland  and  Ger¬ 
many.  His  education  was  received  in  the  last-named 
country.  He  returned  to  New  York  City  in  1880  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  little  more 
than  a  year.  He  then  went  West  as  agent  of  an 
agricultural  implement  manufacturing  company,  and 
in  this  capacity  traveled  extensively,  largely  on  horse¬ 
back,  over  the  States  of  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  the  Dakotas,  Montana  and  Mani¬ 
toba.  Subsequently  he  was  in  the  fuel  business  in 
St.  Paul  and  still  later  on  was  identified  with  coal 
mining  interests  in  Iowa.  Mr.  Kolff  returned  to 
Staten  Island  in  1893  and  divided  his  activities  be¬ 
tween  the  real  estate  business  and  civic  movements. 
He  is  now  president  of  Cornelius  G.  Kolff,  Incor¬ 
porated,  one  of  the  leading  real  estate  concerns  of 
Staten  Island. 

The  list  of  the  organizations  and  institutions  with 
which  Mr.  Kolff  has  been  or  is  actively  connected 
includes  almost  every  one  of  importance  on  the  Island. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  was  for  three 
years  its  president.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Staten 
Island  Sound  Deeper  Waterways  Association  for 
seven  years;  secretary  of  the  Staten  Island  Tree 
Planting  Association;  president  and  later  secretary 
of  the  Staten  Island  Historical  Society;  president 
of  the  Belles  Lettres;  director  of  the  Inter-Borough 
Bridge  Corporation;  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  for  a  decade;  honorary 
member  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Association ; 
honorary  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Teachers’ 
Association ;  life  member  and  trustee  of  the  Staten 
Island  Little  Theater,  Incorporated;  is  president  and 
director  of  the  Conference  House  Association  be¬ 
sides  having  been  actively  engaged  in  other  civic 
movements  for  the  betterment  of  Staten  Island, 
including  the  establishment  of  the  Municipal  Ferry, 
the  Elizabethport  Ferry,  the  organization  of  the  Mid¬ 
land  Trolley,  the  construction  of  a  subway,  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  bridges  between  New  Jersey  and 
Staten  Island  and  other  important  public  measures. 

Mr.  Kolff’s  real  estate  operations  are  extensive, 
including  the  development  of  the  Bement  Estate  at 
West  New  Brighton,  Emerson  Hill  at  Concord,  to 
which  site  he  gave  the  name  in  honor  of  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,  Hillcrest  Park  at  Great  Kills,  Woods  of 
Arden  on  the  Lower  Bay,  Elting  Park,  Stuyvesant 
Farms  at  Eltingville,  Longview-Grymes  Hill,  Harbor 
View-Clifton  and  Shore  Acres-Fort  Wadsworth.  For 
twenty-eight  years  he  was  the  expert  real  estate 
appraiser  for  the  city  of  New  York,  covering  some 
of  the  most  important  condemnation  proceedings  in 
the  borough  of  Richmond,  including  the  condemnation 
of  many  school  sites  and  street  openings,  and  the 
acquisition  of  the  waterfront  between  St.  George 
and  Clifton  by  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  erection 
of  the  Municipal  Piers. 

Mr.  Kolff  has  gathered  much  data  and  written  a 
great  deal  about  Staten  Island  history,  and  published 
a  “Short  History  of  Staten  Island,”  which  went 
through  two  editions.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
selected  by  the  United  States  Government  to  assemble 
the  site  of  the  Fox  Hill  Hospital,  and  later  was 
appointed  by  the  Department  of  Labor  in  Washing¬ 
ton  to  serve  as  town  manager  of  the  Housing  Cor¬ 


poration,  being  stationed  at  Niles,  Ohio;  Erie,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  Niagara  Falls,  New  York;  Watertown, 
Newr  York;  and  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

In  1884,  Cornelius  G.  Kolff  married  Emily  P. 
Kochen  of  Hamburg,  Germany.  Mrs.  Kolff  passed 
away  in  1915.  They  have  had  three  children:  Cor¬ 
nelius  G.  Kolff,  Jr.,  Olga  Maria,  who  married  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Breymann;  and  Emily  L.  Mr.  Kolff  has 
traveled  extensively  in  England,  France,  Switzerland, 
Plolland,  Belgium,  Germany,  Denmark  and  Norway. 


WILLIAM  ARNOLD  LENDEROTH— Just  a 
half  century  ago  when  the  clay  industry  of  our  coun¬ 
try  was  beginning  to  witness  a  forward  march  in  its 
development,  and  demands  were  being  made  on  it 
for  diversified  commodities  within  the  scope  of  such 
production,  there  also  came  a  demand  for  men  scien¬ 
tifically  trained  to  direct  the  multiplicity  of  engineer¬ 
ing  details  associated  with  the  industry  itself.  This 
gave  rise  to  a  fresher  field  of  activity  for  specialists 
of  the  Old  World  to  transfer  their  art  and  skill  to 
America.  About  that  time  came  a  young  German  uni¬ 
versity  graduate,  highly  trained  in  engineering,  allied 
to  this  work,  and  not  only  did  he  effect  improvement 
in  the  methods  then  in  use  in  this  country  and  Canada, 
but  directly  here  on  Staten  Island  he  was  a  pioneer, 
so  to  speak,  in  the  clay  products  industry.  His  name 
heads  this  review  and  in  the  following  lines  is  re¬ 
vealed  an  interesting  account  of  his  long  and  useful 
career. 

Taking  up  the  history  of  his  branch  of  the  Lende- 
roth  family,  it  is  related  that  Cassel,  Germany,  was 
the  native  place  of  various  members  bearing  this 
name.  In  that  ancient  town,  William  A.  Lenderoth 
was  born  on  January  31,  1846,  the  eldest  son  of  Henry 
Ludwig  and  Louisa  (Leek)  Lenderoth.  Equipped 
with  a  foundation  for  a  technical  education,  acquired 
during  his  elementary  schooling  in  the  Polytechnical 
Academy  at  Cassel,  he  matriculated  at  Freiberg  Uni¬ 
versity,  Saxony,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  as  a  mining  engineer  in  the  class  of  1868.  Miner¬ 
alogy  and  geology  were  the  special  subjects  kindred 
to  his  educational  attainments. 

Following  his  graduation,  until  1881,  when  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five  years  he  came  to  America,  he  had 
been  engaged  in  the  promotion  and  organization  of 
clay  manufacturing  plants.  In  his  adopted  country 
he  "chose  first  to  settle  in  New  Jersey.  Leaving  there, 
after  a  period  of  four  years  spent  in  Canada,  he  came 
to  Staten  Island  in  1892.  He  devoted  considerable 
time  and  effort  to  the  manufacture  of  clay  products, 
such  as  brick  and  terra  cotta;  and  it  is  believed  he  was 
the  first  to  apply  actual  scientific  methods  to  their 
production.  In  this  pursuit  he  was  singularly  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  development  and  enlargement  of  the 
noted  Henry  Maurer  plant  across  the  Arthur  Kill 
River  at  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Lenderoth 
did  not,  however,  confine  the  building  and  operation 
of  manufacturing  plants  entirely  to  the  United  States; 
he  having  selected  Deseronto  and  Kingston,  Ontario, 
as  sites  where  special  workable  clay  could  be  found 
for  conversion  into  the  finished  product. 

That  he  was  successful  as  an  inventor  is  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  fact  that  he  secured  a  number  of  patents 
for  the  manufacture  of  terra  cotta  and  ornamental 
face  brick,  used  extensively  in  the  construction  of 
the  large  buildings  of  various  municipalities.  His  pat¬ 
ents  on  porous  terra  cotta  are  the  basis  of  all  hollow 
tile  building  construction  of  the  present  time.  The 
brick  and  terra  cotta  manufacturing  plant  on  Staten 
Island  at  Kreischerville  (now  Charleston),  known  as 
that  of  B.  Kreischer  and  Son,  which  was  developed 
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by  Mr.  Lenderoth,  later  became  one  of  the  Island’s 
largest  and  most  important  industries.  Mr.  Lenderoth 
found  that  the  clay  deposits  of  the  Island  were  espe¬ 
cially  adaptable  to  the  manufacture  of  the  finer  grades 
of  face  and  ornamental'  brick.  His  patented  “spotted” 
and  “mottled”  brick,  produced  entirely  of  material 
found  here,  have  never  been  successfully  imitated. 

Mr.  Lenderoth  was  a  man  of  intellectual  bearing, 
having  been  a  deep  student  and  reader  of  profound 
literature.  Travel,  including  business  and  holiday 
journeys,  were  in  a  sense  relaxation  to  him,  but  helped, 
nevertheless,  to  stimulate  a  wide  interest  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  and  in  events  of  the  times.  He  found  pleasure 
in  the  beautiful  countryside  of  Staten  Island,  in  its 
village  life,  people,  and  in  its  historical  background. 
Chief  among  his  other  interests  was  his  ownership  of 
thoroughbred  horses  for  driving  and  riding  purposes. 
In  this  relation  he  was  acquainted  with  a  number  of 
the  more  prominent  citizens  who,  in  those  years,  were 
likewise  interested.  Mr.  Lenderoth  was  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  civic  movements,  which  is  evidenced  by  a 
membership  years  ago  in  the  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Frei¬ 
berg  Fraternity,  Toutonia;  the  Klopstock  Lodge,  No. 
760,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  Deutcher  Verein. 
In  his  religious  affiliation  he  was  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

William  A.  Lenderoth  married,  on  February  8, 
1873,  at  Cassel,  Germany,  Anna  Schaefer,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Maria  (de  Mechels)  Schaefer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lenderoth  became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Margaretha,  who  married  Hon.  George  W.  Stake, 
a  record  of  whom  also  appears  in  this  work  (q.  v.).  2. 
Arnold  W.,  who  acquired  his  education  at  Staten  Island 
Academy,  and  Columbia  University,  is  engaged  as  a 
professional  engineer.  He  holds  memberships  in  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  and  American 
Society  of  Military  Engineers.  He  resides  in  Allen¬ 
dale  Road. 

Mr.  Lenderoth’s  death  occurred  at  Stapleton  on 
September  16,  1904,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  Burial 
was  in  the  family  plot  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery. 
Mrs.  Lenderoth,  who  survives,  lives  in  Cameron 
Park,  her  residence  being  at  No.  42  Allendale  Road. 


HON.  GEORGE  W.  STAKE— The  principles  of 
humanity  and  justice,  properly  directed  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  law,  lend  support  and  breadth  to  the 
correct  functioning  of  government.  Since  early  times 
in  Richmond  County  the  careers  of  such  honored 
men  engaged  in  the  judiciary  have  shown  the  extent 
to  which  they  have  carried  out  these  principles,  In 
this  distinguished  fraternity  was  the  Hon.  George 
W.  Stake  who  served  diligently  and  with  marked 
devotion  as  a  Municipal  Court  Justice  for  a  decade. 

The  family  from  which  he  descended  was  of  Ger¬ 
man  origin,  his  father,  George  W.  Stake,  Sr.,  having 
been  a  native  of  that  country.  The  elder  Stake,  after 
coming  to  America  from  Bremen,  Germany,  estab¬ 
lished  his  residence  on  Staten  Island  and  in  time 
founded  a  real  estate,  insurance  and  mortgage  brok¬ 
erage  business.  His  wife  was  Sarah  (Stegeman) 
Stake,  and  it  was  in  the  family  home  in  Stapleton 
that  Hon.  George  W.  Stake,  their  son,  was  born 
January  10,  1868. 

The  younger  Stake  spent  his  early  life  in  that 
district  and  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  at  the  private  preparatory 
school  here  conducted  by  Professor  Methfessel,  where 
so  many  of  his  contemporaries  also  began  their  scho¬ 
lastic  careers.  Entering  the  College  of  the  City  of 


New  York  he  took  a  full  course  of  instruction  and 
was  graduated  in  the  year  1887,  with  high  honors. 
He  then  became  a  student  of  law  and  languages  at 
Columbia  University,  becoming  proficient  in  Greek, 
German,  French  and  Italian  as  well  as  an  advanced 
English  scholar.  After  receiving  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Laws  with  the  added  citation  cum  laude, 
he  also  was  awarded  the  Master  of  Arts  degree 
from  this  seat  of  learning,  besides  being  made  a 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  1890.  During  his  scholastic 
career  he  had  been  a  leader  of  his  classes,  due  prin¬ 
cipally  to  a  love  for  his  studies,  his  earnest  effort 
in  pursuing  them  and  an  intellect  that  enabled  him 
to  readily  grasp  the  fundamentals  of  true  scholar¬ 
ship. 

After  his  admittance  to  the  bar  in  1891,  the  young 
lawyer  began  practice  in  the  residence  of  his  parents 
in  Stapleton,  and  later  maintained  an  office  at  No. 
42  Liberty  Street  in  Manhattan.  Year  by  year  his 
clientele  increased,  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  his 
profession  evidenced  by  his  conduct  before  the  bar 
being  responsible  for  the  rapid  enlargement  of  his 
practice.  Well-deserved  praise  and  esteem  were  con¬ 
sequently  tendered  him,  with  the  result  that  he  sub¬ 
sequently  competed  for  the  office  of  Municipal  Court 
Justice  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  was  elected 
to  the  Second  District  in  1900,  being  only  thirty- 
three  years  of  age,  the  youngest  man  and  the  first  to 
be  elected  judge  in  the  then  new  borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  others  previous  to  this  time  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed.  His  new  duties  involved  further  study  and 
application  and  in  carrying  out  the  tasks  assigned  to 
his  care,  hence  he  displayed  unusual  tact  and  respon¬ 
sibility.  His  esteem  as  a  justice  was  further  enhanced 
by  his  humanitarianism  blended  with  a  ripe  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  law,  two  distinct  assets  which  likewise 
characterized  his  life  as  a  neighbor  to  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  cultivated  the  warm  friendship  of  men 
who  like  himself  were  active  in  public  life  and  was, 
withal,  a  charitable  citizen  who  befriended  many  in 
times  in  stress.  The  many  interests  shown  by  this 
gentleman,  scholar  and  jurist  were  of  such  signif¬ 
icance  that  his  memory  will  long  be  respected  here¬ 
abouts. 

Judge  Stake  was  active  during  his  life  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  professional,  civic,  fraternal  and  social  organi¬ 
zations.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Bar  Association;  counsel  for  the  Town  Board  of  Mid¬ 
dletown;  and  was  affiliated  with  the  following:  Lodge 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
which  he  served  as  Exalted  Ruler  for  several  terms, 
as  well  as  being  the  only  Deputy  Elk  of  his  time  on  the 
island;  Klopstock  Lodge,  No.  760,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  he  was  a  Master,  and  of  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
the  German  Verein  of  which  he  was  president  three 
times;  the  German  Association,  Erheiterung  of 
Stapleton;  the  Liederkanz  and  Arion  societies  in 
New  York,  the  Thirteenth  Club,  and  Delta  Kappa  Ep¬ 
silon  Fraternity.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
being  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Richmond  County  organization,  he  was  able  to  exer¬ 
cise  a  wholesome  influence  in  civic  interests.  Judge 
Stake  was  also  interested  in  financial  circles,  having 
been  one  of  the  organizers  and  directors  of  the  Totten- 
ville  National  Bank  and  instrumental  in  aiding  the 
Richmond  Borough  National  Bank  of  Stapleton  to 
attain  a  position  of  influence  on  the  Island,  besides 
being  connected  with  the  Anglo-American  Loan  and 
Savings  Association. 

Hon.  George  W.  Stake  married  Margaretha  Lende¬ 
roth,  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Anna  (Schaefer) 
Lenderoth  of  Stapleton.  Mrs.  Stake  was  of  aid  to 
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her  husband  in  the  pursuance  of  his  career,  being 
active  in  community  and  social  affairs.  Their  home 
life  in  their  residence  at  No.  396  St.  Paul’s  Avenue, 
the  corner  of  Occident  Avenue,  Stapleton,  where  they 
were  surrounded  by  their  relatives  and  many  friends, 
was  one  of  happiness  and  contentment.  It  was  there 
that  Judge  Stake’s  death  occurred  December  17,  1917, 
in  his  forty-ninth  year,  thus  bringing  to  close  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  life  of  service  in  Richmond  County.  His 
burial  took  place  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  New 
Dorp.  Mrs.  Stake  still  lives  in  this  residence  where 
dignity  still  prevails  as  in  the  days  of  Judge  Stake’s 
life. 


ERASTUS  BROOKS— The  career  of  Erastus 
Brooks,  maternal  grandfather  of  Arthur  Du  Bois  (q. 
v.),  was  chiefly  distinguished  by  devoted  public  serv¬ 
ice  and  exemplary  achievement  in  the  fields  of  political 
science  and  literature.  He  is  remembered  on  Staten 
Island  as  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  of  benevo¬ 
lent  mien,  and  dignified  carriage. 

Of  English  descent,  Erastus  Brooks,  born  in  Port¬ 
land,  Maine,  on  January  31,  1815,  was  of  a  family 
which  was  first  represented  in  America  by  his  father, 
James  Brooks.  The  latter  came  here  at  a  compara¬ 
tively  early  age  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  de¬ 
fense  of  his  adopted  land  during  the  War  of  1812,  hav¬ 
ing  command  of  one  of  the  most  successful  govern¬ 
ment  cruisers  plying  the  Atlantic,  the  “Yankee.”  He 
loved  the  sea  and  followed  it  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  near  the  close  of  the  war,  a  short  time  before 
the  birth  of  his  son,  Erastus.  James  Brooks*  wife 
was  of  the  Folsoms  of  New  Hampshire,  one  of  the 
oldest  of  New  England  families,  and  descended  from 
the  English  settlers  who  sailed  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames  for  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  as  early  as 
1638.  The  untimely  death  at  sea  of  James  Brooks 
left  his  wife  and  three  children  dependent  upon  the 
meagre  pension  allotted  to  them  by  the  government. 

Erastus  Brooks,  at  the  age  of  eight,  left  his  home 
and  obtained  a  position  in  a  Boston  grocery  store. 
Later,  while  continuing  this  work,  he  studied  during 
his  spare  time.  Subsequently,  he  entered  a  printing 
office,  learned  the  trade  of  a  compositor  and  with  the 
money  accrued  from  this  employment,  was  enabled  to 
become  a  student  at  Boston  University.  Here  he 
pursued  a  course  of  study,  at  the  same  time  support¬ 
ing  himself  by  working  at  the  compositor’s  case.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  forsook  his  studies  in  order  to 
found,  in  Wiscasset,  Maine,  a  newspaper  called  the 
“Yankee,”  thus  named  after  his  father’s  brig.  A  little 
later  he  purchased  the  “Haverhill  Gazette.” 

The  year  1835  marked  the  beginning  of  Erastus 
Brooks’  career  as  a  newspaper  correspondent  and 
editor,  which  was  to  continue  for  sixteen  years  as  a 
specialized  endeavor.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  as  a  newspaper  correspondent  for  the 
New  York  “Daily  Advertiser,”  the  “Boston  Trans¬ 
cript,”  the  “Portland  Advertiser,”  the  “Baltimore 
American,”  the  “St.  Louis  Republican,”  the  “New 
York  Express”  (his  own  publication),  and  several 
other  journals.  In  1840  he  was  engaged  as  associate 
editor  of  the  “New  York  Express,”  with  his  brother, 
James,  and  remained  in  this  association  for  forty-one 
years.  During  this  period  he  passed  through  various 
interesting  experiences  and  formed  many  worthwhile 
associations,  for  much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  travel 
and  in  developing  his  business,  oftentimes  through 
sheer  courage  and  tenacity  of  purpose.  During  a 
cholera  epidemic  that  spread  through  the  country  and 
drove  thousands  of  city  inhabitants  from  their  homes, 
he  succeeded  in  publishing  his  paper  almost  single¬ 


handed.  He  was  among  the  first  to  make  use  of  the 
telegraph  for  newspaper  reports. 

Mr.  Brooks,  in  1853,  was  elected  to  the  State  Sen¬ 
ate  of  New  York,  having  been  a  candidate  of  the 
American  party  (often  referred  to  as  the  “Know 
Nothings”),  and  he  served  his  district  in  a  similar  ca¬ 
pacity  in  1855.  It  was  this  party  that  also  nominated 
him  for  Governor  in  1856.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1866-67;  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Commission  in  1872-73,  and  was  Democratic 
Representative  from  Richmond  County  in  the  Assem¬ 
bly  in  1878,  1879,  1881,  and  1882.  In  the  latter  years 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means. 

A  biographer,  paying  especial  attention  to  this  part 
of  Mr.  Brooks’  career  and  this  period  of  his  life, 
wrote:  “Mr.  Brooks  was  a  man  of  great  dignity  and 
decorum.  Having  been  called  to  preside  over  impor¬ 
tant  public  assemblies  through  a  long  period,  he  ac¬ 
quired  habits  of  attention  to  business  and  prompt  de¬ 
cision  which  made  him  an  admirable  executive.  His 
acquaintance  was  extensive;  he  was  conservative  in 
his  principles  and  a  man  of  strong  convictions  of  duty, 
high-minded  and  upright.  He  was  a  most  benevolent 
man,  giving  especially  of  his  personal  service  and 
freely  of  his  time,  even  in  the  busiest  period  of  his 
life,  and  he  gave  careful  and  regular  attention  to  the 
management  of  such  charities  as  the  New  York  Insti¬ 
tution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and 
the  Nursery  and  Child’s  Hospital.” 

It  is  recorded  that  he  oftentimes  visited  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  on  behalf  of  these  and  other  movements  and  at¬ 
tended  frequent  meetings  to  promote  their  interests. 
Through  the  press  and  by  personal  influence,  he  at¬ 
tracted  attention  to  their  wants  and  secured  new 
friends  for  them.  In  the  National  Charities  Associa¬ 
tion,  in  the  State  Board  of  Health,  in  the  national  con¬ 
vention  of  Deaf  Mute  Instructors,  and  as  a  trustee  of 
Cornell  University  in  the  Indian  conferences,  he  lent 
invaluable  service.  In  the  constitutional  conventions 
he  was  recognized  as  a  man  of  wisdom,  of  profound 
convictions,  untiring  industry,  and  executive  judg¬ 
ment. 

In  later  years  Mr.  Brooks  acted  in  several  impor¬ 
tant  capacities  of  a  professional,  civic  and  philan¬ 
thropic  nature.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Associated  Press,  being  one  of  the 
original  seven  members.  He  also  served  as  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  trustee  of  Cornell  University,  vice-president 
and  a  director  of  the  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  for  twenty-five  years  was 
a  director  of  the  Nursery  and  Child’s  Hospital.  He 
was  selected  by  the  Senate  and  the  Assembly  of  New 
York  to  deliver  a  memorial  address  on  the  life,  char¬ 
acter  and  death  of  Horatio  Seymour,  and  by  the  New 
York  Historical  Society  for  an  essay  on  Henry  Clay. 

In  1863,  during  the  very  latter  part  of  his  life, 
Erastus  Brooks  came  to  Staten  Island  and  established 
his  residence  in  a  spacious  country  home  in  West  New 
Brighton  where  he  indulged  in  farming  as  a  relaxa¬ 
tion  from  long  continued  literary  labors.  However, 
he  continued  to  be  a  frequent  contributor  to  magazines 
and  to  various  literary  journals  of  nation-wide  repute. 

Erastus  Brooks  married,  about  1840,  Margaret 
Dawes  Cranch,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  William  and 
Nancy  (Greenleaf)  Cranch,  natives  of  Norfolk  County, 
Massachusetts.  For  many  years  the  Hon.  William 
Cranch  served  as  chief  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  following  children, 
Anna  Greenleaf,  Bertha  G.,  arid  Erastus  Eliot,  were 
born  to  Erastus  and  Mrs.  Brooks.  Miss  Anna  G. 
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Brooks  married  Eugene  Du  Bois,  the  father  of  Arthur 
Du  Bois,  whose  family  record  follows. 

The  death  of  Erastus  Brooks  occurred  November 
25,  1886,  and  his  loss  was  deeply  felt,  not  only  in  his 
family  and  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  but 
throughout  the  whole  country.  With  his  demise  there 
passed  from  the  stage  of  action  one  of  the  noblest  and 
most  intellectual  examples  of  the  old  school  states¬ 
manship  and  patriotism  of  America. 


ARTHUR  DU  BOIS — The  Du  Bois  family,  prom¬ 
inent  in  the  early  settlement  of  Dutchess  County,  New 
York,  and  districts  adjacent,  later  became  identified 
with  Manhattan,  and  eventually  Staten  Island,  where 
they  merged  with  other  pioneer  families  of  note  and 
filled  a  worthy  place  in  the  civic,  social,  mercantile 
and  professional  advance  of  their  places  of  residence. 
This  review  concerns  the  ancestral  line  of  Arthur  Du 
Bois  who  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  his  family  in 
America,  and  himself,  well  known  among  the  present 
generation  of  Staten  Islanders. 

The  American  progenitor  was  Aretien  (or  Christ¬ 
ian)  Du  Bois,  of  Wickers,  in  the  Department  of  Ar¬ 
tois  in  Flanders,  afterwards  part  of  France.  He  mar¬ 
ried  and  became  the  father  of  two  sons:  Jacques, 
born  in  1625,  and  Louis,  born  in  1626.  They  were  of 
the  Walloons,  a  group  of  hardy  folk  living  on  the 
French-Belgian  border,  which  district  oftentimes  was 
badly  rent  by  war  and  destruction. 

Jacques  Du  Bois,  elder  of  the  brothers,  left  his 
native  country  and  went  to  peaceful  Holland.  In  1675, 
however,  he  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  on  the 
Esopus,  Ulster  County,  New  York,  but  survived  his 
arrival  only  a  year.  His  brother,  Louis,  whose  de¬ 
scendants  became  more  numerous  than  those  springing 
from  Jacques  Du  Bois,  also  came  to  this  country  and 
lived  here  several  years  before  he,  too,  passed  away. 
Jacques  Du  Bois  was  survived  by  three  sons: 
Jacques,  born  in  Leyden,  Holland,  in  March,  1655; 
John,  baptized  in  July,  1671;  and  Pierre  (or  Peter), 
baptized  March  17,  1674. 

Peter  Du  Bois  was  born  in  Leyden  and  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  was  brought  to  America  with  his  parents. 
He  lived  for  a  time  in  the  settlement  then  called  Wilt- 
wyck,  now  the  city  of  Kingston,  New  York.  About 
the  year  1707,  he  crossed  the  Hudson  River  to  Dutch¬ 
ess  County  and  purchased  of  Henry  Beekman,  the 
original  patentee,  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Fishkill.  A  pioneer  of  the  highest  type,  he 
built  for  himself  and  family  a  substantial  house  which, 
at  his  death,  became  the  property  of  his  son,  Abra¬ 
ham.  He  was  a  devout  Christian  and  a  leader  in  the 
church  in  which  he  served  both  as  a  deacon  and  an 
elder.  His  marriage  took  place  on  October  12,  1697, 
to  Jannetje  Burhams  of  another  old  Dutch  family, 
and  in  the  marriage  record,  still  preserved  at  King¬ 
ston,  he  is  described  as  “a  young  man  of  Leyden”  and 
his  bride  as  “a  maiden  of  Brabant.”  They  had  eleven 
children,  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  death  of 
Peter  Du  Bois  occurred  in  1737.  He  was  buried  in 
the  Reformed  Dutch  churchyard  in  Fishkill  Village. 
By  his  will,  drawn  up  in  1735,  he  gave  to  his  son, 
Jonathan,  a  tract  of  farm  land  on  the  east  side  of 
Sprout  Creek. 

Jonathan  Du  Bois  lived  in  this  district  and  married 
Ariantie  Oosterhout  of  a  famous  Dutch  family. 
Among  their  children  was  Peter  Du  Bois.  The  lat¬ 
ter  grew  to  maturity  here,  married  Maria  Van  Vooris 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  Cornelius  Du  Bois.  A 
few  years  after  the  birth  of  Cornelius  Du  Bois,  on 
May  20,  1771,  Peter,  his  father,  passed  away,  and  his 
mother  later  married  Dr.  Theodorus  Van  Wyck, 


Commissioner  of  Sequestration  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  a  man  of  high  character,  a  stern  patriot,  and  of 
distinguished  ancestry. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Cornelius  Du  Bois  resolved  to 
become  a  printer  and  seek  his  fortune  in  Manhattan, 
now  New  York  City.  To  this  end  he  became  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  printing  office  of  Francis  Child,  editor 
of  a  city  newspaper.  He  thereby  gained  much  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  years  that  followed.  He  became  one 
of  Mr.  Child’s  most  trusted  employees  and  lived  with 
the  latter  in  the  Child  family  homestead.  A  few 
years  later,  however,  after  his  mother  had  died  and 
he  had  promised  her  on  her  death-bed  to  give  up 
newspaper  work,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  commer¬ 
cial  house  of  Sebring  and  Van  Wyck,  which  ranked 
among  the  prominent  and  wealthy  merchants  of  the 
city.  After  remaining  here  for  six  years,  in  1793  he 
joined  partnership  with  Mr.  Isaac  Kip,  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  grocery  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Kip 
and  Du  Bois.  With  the  expiration  of  the  partner¬ 
ship  in  1803,  he  bought  a  store  at  36  Front  Street, 
located  in  the  center  of  the  city.  Upon  this  site  the 
new  establishment  helped  to  serve  his  business  pur¬ 
poses  for  the  next  thirty-six  years  until  he  built  a 
larger  store  at  No.  37  Water  Street.  This  place  of 
business  he  occupied  to  the  time  of  his  retirement,  on 
February  15,  1840. 

Cornelius  Du  Bois,  according  to  a  family  biog¬ 
rapher,  was  known  and  greatly  respected  as  a  man  of 
active  benevolence,  of  staunch  moral  fibre,  and  of 
much  intelligence.  His  interest  in  charities  was  not 
only  long  sustained  but  extensive  in  nature.  One  of 
the  best-known  of  these  philanthropies  was  The 
House  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  he  aided  gen¬ 
erously  for  long  years.  His  marriage  took  place  on 
April  11,  1803,  to  Sarah  Platt  Ogden,  a  descendant 
on  the  paternal  side  of  the  Ogden  family  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  and  on  the  maternal,  of  the  equally  famous  Platt 
family  of  New  York.  She  was  characterized  as  a 
woman  of  a  sweet,  tactful,  sympathetic  and  forbear¬ 
ing  nature,  possessed  of  Christian  charity.  She  and 
her  husband  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Mary 
Elizabeth,  Henry  Augustus,  Cornelius,  Jr.,  of  whom 
further;  Sarah  Platt,  and  George  Washington.  The 
father,  Cornelius  Du  Bois,  died  September  8,  1846. 

Cornelius  Du  Bois,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1810,  and 
died  in  1882,  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  able 
father  as  far  as  citizenship  and  exemplary  conduct  are 
concerned.  He  was  graduated  from  Columbia  Col¬ 
lege,  studied  law  at  Judge  Gould’s  office  in  Litchfield, 
Connecticut,  formed  the  law  firm  of  Du  Bois  and 
Van  Wyck,  but  abandoned  the  law  and  devoted  his 
business  career  to  the  wholesale  tobacco  importing 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Du  Bois  and  Van- 
dervoort,  packers  and  wholesalers  of  tobacco,  whose 
offices  and  warehouse  were  first  at  No.  37  Water 
Street  and  later  at  No.  7 5  Front  Street,  New  York. 
The  firm  did  an  extensive  business  throughout  the 
States.  Beginning  with  the  Civil  War  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  four  years  of  strife,  a  general  depression  in 
that  industry  seriously  affected  the  firm’s  trade  with 
resultant  liquidation  of  their  business  interests. 

Cornelius  Du  Bois,  Jr.,  married  Mary  A.  Delafield, 
of  a  notable  early  family,  and  they  had  a  son,  Eugene, 
the  father  of  Arthur  Du  Bois. 

The  birth  of  Eugene  Du  Bois  occurred  at  the  fam¬ 
ily  homestead  in  Gramercy  Park,  New  York,  Febru¬ 
ary  20,  1841.  He  acquired  his  elementary  education 
through  private  tutoring  and  at  the  Anthon  Memorial 
School,  before  entering  Columbia  College  at  the  age 
of  fourteen.  When  his  studies  at  this  seat  of  learn¬ 
ing  were  completed,  he  became  associated  with  his 
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father  in  the  tobacco  business  and  remained  therein 
until  its  dissolution.  He  later  entered  the  real  estate 
business  with  offices  at  23  Park  Row,  New  York,  and 
continued  in  this  endeavor  for  a  number  of  years, 
acquiring  a  reputation  for  conscientious  and  skillful 
management  of  all  his  affairs.  The  Du  Bois  family, 
in  the  meantime,  had  come  to  reside  in  a  home  which 
they  had  built  on  the  old  Dongan  farm,  located  at 
Castleton  Corners.  Eugene  Du  Bois  was  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  promotion  of  civic  and  religious  work. 
He  was  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  the  Ascension  at  West  New 
Brighton,  Staten  Island,  and  served  in  the  capacity 
of  vestryman  for  a  number  of  years. 

Eugene  Du  Bois  married,  at  the  Erastus  Brooks, 
homestead,  West  New  Brighton,  on  April  4,  1872, 
Anna  Greenleaf  Brooks,  born  July  18,  1845,  daughter 
of  Erastus  and  Margaret  D.  (Cranch)  Brooks  (see 
preceding  biography).  They  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Margaret,  born  September 
29,  1874;  Arthur,  whose  review  follows;  and  Eugene 
Floyd.  The  latter,  born  June  4,  1882,  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  and  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Columbia  University, 
class  of  1905.  He  is  now  a  well-known  medical  prac¬ 
titioner  in  Manhattan,  being  director  of  the  Second 
Medical  Division  of  Bellevue  Hospital  and  Professor 
of  Medicine  in  Cornell  Medical  College,  New  York. 
He  is  an  eminent  authority  and  author  of  works  on 
Metabolism,  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Psy¬ 
chological  Society,  the  Association  of  American  Physi¬ 
cians,  the  American  Society  for  Clinical  Investigation, 
and  others.  He  resides  in  Park  Avenue,  New  York. 
During  the  World  War  he  served  with  the  United 
States  Navy  and  after  several  promotions  was  ap¬ 
pointed  captain.  He  also  was  awarded  the  Navy 
Cross  for  valor  for  his  conspicuous  service. 

Arthur  Du  Bois,  who  was  born  on  Staten  Island, 
January  12,  1877,  obtained  his  early  education  in  local 
private  schools  and  then  was  graduated  from  the 
Staten  Island  Academy.  He  entered  Harvard  Col¬ 
lege  in  1894,  thus  graduating  in  1898.  In  1901,  when 
he  completed  further  study  at  Harvard  Law  School, 
he  was  awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  A 
year  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
State  and  forthwith  established  his  offices  in  Manhat¬ 
tan,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  practice.  He  is 
president  of  the  Brooks  Estate  Corporation,  and  of 
the  West  Manor  Corporation,  the  latter  an  organiza¬ 
tion  for  the  development  of  the  land  in  West  New 
Brighton  which  formerly  comprised  the  shooting 
lodge  of  the  Colonial  Governor,  Walter  Dongan.  He 
is  also  president  of  the  West  Manor  development, 
which  consists  of  twenty-five  acres  north  of  Victory 
Boulevard  and  East  Manor  Road.  The  latter  devel¬ 
opment  consists  of  about  four  hundred  lots,  improved 
with  attractive  dwellings  built  of  stucco,  wood  and 
brick,  which  add  considerably  to  value  and  beautifi¬ 
cation  of  the  Island. 

Mr.  Du  Bois  resided  on  Staten  Island  until  1907,  at 
which  time  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  owing  to 
his  appointment  as  assistant  counsel  to  the  Public 
Service  Commission.  Upon  the  entrance  of  the 
United  States  into  the  World  War  in  1917,  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  commission  as  captain  and  was  honorably 
discharged  with  the  rank  of  major  at  the  close  of  the 
conflict.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  of 
the  city  of  New  York  and  of  the  Down  Town  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  is  identified  with  the  City,  Harvard  and 
Racquet  clubs. 

Mr.  Du  Bois  married,  on  July  21,  1901,  Helen  Stur¬ 
gis,  bom  April  9,  1876,  a  daughter  of  George  and 


Mary  (Delafield)  Sturgis.  They  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  John  Delafield,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  23,  1903;  Helen,  born  January  22,  1904,  died 
June  23,  1904;  Marion  S.,  born  December  5,  1905; 
Dorothy  D.,  born  July  5,  1907;  and  Nancy  Greenleaf, 
born  in  December,  1909. 

Mr.  Du  Bois’  residence  is  at  No.  901  Lexington 
Avenue.  His  office  is  at  No.  49  Wall  Street,  Man¬ 
hattan. 


DE  WITT  STAFFORD— Within  the  distin¬ 
guished  group  of  men  who  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century  and  the  fore  part  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  century,  engaged  in  legal  practice  on  Staten  Is¬ 
land,  probably  none  was  more  genuinely  esteemed  for 
his  ability  as  an  attorney  and  for  his  sustaining  aid  in 
support  of  public  projects  than  De  Witt  Stafford.  Mr. 
Stafford  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  De  Groot,  Rawson  and  Stafford,  and  resided 
on  Staten  Island  for  approximately  fifty  years. 

The  family  is  of  English  descent,  represented  for 
long  years  in  Warwickshire,  England.  The  probable 
derivation  of  the  name  Stafford  comes  from  an  old 
English  chronicle,  which  relates  of  the  Castle  of  Beth- 
ner,  which  was  near  a  shallow  river.  This  stream 
could  be  forded  through  use  of  a  stout  staff,  hence 
Stafford. 

It  was  in  Warwickshire  that  Thomas  Stafford,  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  America,  was  born  about 
the  year  1605.  It  is  recorded  in  family  annals  that  he 
emigrated  to  America  in  or  about  the  year  1626,  and 
that  he  landed  at  Plymouth,  thus  being  one  of  the 
early  settlers  in  that  pioneer  settlement.  He  resided 
there  for  several  years  but  at  length  journeyed  south¬ 
ward  to  the  Rhode  Island  colony,  where,  in  1638,  he 
was  listed  as  an  honored  inhabitant.  Some  years  later 
he  removed  to  Providence  and  from  there  went  to 
Warwick,  about  1652.  In  1662  he  was  granted  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  Connecticut  by  the  General  Court 
and  might  possibly  have  stayed  here  for  some  years, 
though  at  a  later  date  his  name  appears  again  in  War¬ 
wick  records.  He  was  a  millwright  by  occupation, 
and  it  is  related  that  he  built  the  first  mill  in  the 
country  for  grinding  corn  by  water.  He  constructed 
another  such  plant  at  Providence,  near  what  is  called 
Millbridge,  and  a  third  one  on  his  own  property  in 
Warwick,  the  site  of  which  is  still  recognizable.  In 
the  will  of  Thomas  Stafford,  made  November  4,  1677, 
just  before  his  passing,  mention  is  made  of  his  wife, 
Elizabeth.  Their  children  wrere:  Thomas,  Samuel, 
Joseph,  Deborah,  Hannah,  and  Sarah. 

Of  these  children,  Samuel  Stafford,  born  in  1626, 
married  Mercy  Westcott,  daughter  of  Stuckley  West- 
cott,  and  they  had  ten  children.  As  a  member  of  the 
latter  group,  Thomas  Stafford  was  born  in  1682  in 
Warwick,  Rhode  Island.  He  married  (first)  Anna 
Green,  daughter  of  Job  Green  and  their  children 
were  six  in  number.  His  second  wife  was  Audrey 
Green,  daughter  of  Richard  Green,  and  they  had  eight 
children. 

One  of  the  eight  children  of  Thomas  and  Audrey 
(Green)  Stafford,  was  Thomas,  born  in  Coventry, 
Rhode  Island.  He  married  Diadema  Carpenter,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Carpenter.  By  this  union  there  were  ten 
children,  Thomas  being  one.  He  was  born  in  1775, 
and  took  as  his  wife  Lydia  Corey,  daughter  of  An¬ 
thony  Corey,  of  Coventry,  Rhode  Island.  They  re¬ 
moved  to  Essex  in  Essex  County,  New  York,  and 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  including  Richard. 

Richard  Stafford,  representing  the  sixth  genera¬ 
tion  of  the  family  in  America,  was  the  grandfather  of 
De  Witt  Stafford.  He  married  and  among  his  chil- 
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dren  was  James  Stafford,  who  resided  in  the  town  of 
Essex,  Essex  County,  New  York,  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming.  He  married  Cecilia  Aiken,  of 
an  old  English  family  and  their  children  were:  Carlos, 
who  died  in  infancy;  De  Witt,  of  whom  further; 
Rudolph  and  James. 

De  Witt  Stafford’s  birth  occurred  in  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  Essex  County,  New  York,  July  9,  1842.  After 
attending  the  public  schools  of  his  native  community, 
he  entered  high  school  at  Barre,  Vermont,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  honors.  He  then  began  an 
association  with  the  law  office  of  Judge  Augustus  C. 
Hand  at  Elizabethtown,  Essex  County,  New  York, 
which  served  to  prepare  him  in  part  for  the  career  he 
was  to  follow.  The  Civil  War,  however,  caused  a 
temporary  halt  in  this  progress,  for  he  entered  the 
Union  Army  and  served  in  the  Commissary  Depart¬ 
ment  under  General  Philip  Sheridan’s  command.  Up¬ 
on  returning  home  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  re¬ 
entered  Judge  Hand’s  office  and  completed  his  legal 
studies.  He  then  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Elizabethtown,  New  York,  but  after  two 
years  removed  to  Port  Richmond,  Staten  Island, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  The  year 
of  his  coming  was  1868. 

In  the  course  of  two  years  the  firm  of  De  Groot, 
Rawson  and  Stafford  was  formed,  Mr.  Stafford  be¬ 
coming  junior  member.  The  establishment,  in  effect, 
had  been  organized  many  years  before  by  the  Hon. 
Lot  C.  Clark,  one  time  district  attorney  of  Richmond 
County,  who  was  recognized  as  a  leading  lawyer  in 
this  section  of  the  country.  His  law  partner  for  long 
years  was  Alfred  De  Groot,  who  at  length  became 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  De  Groot,  Rawson  and 
Stafford.  The  Hon.  Sidney  F.  Rawson,  of  Schroon 
Lake,  New  York,  was  the  other  member,  a  man  of 
outstanding  ability,  who  had  engaged  in  a  legal  prep¬ 
aration  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Stafford.  Mr. 
Rawson,  in  an  earlier  day,  had  also  left  his  home  and 
studies  in  order  to  aid  the  Northern  cause  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  and  saw  service  in  a  New  York 
Regiment  of  Volunteers.  At  the  termination  of  the 
conflict  he  resumed  his  studies. 

The  firm  of  De  Groot,  Rawson  and  Stafford  won 
well-deserved  recognition  in  Richmond  County  legal 
circles,  attaining  a  reputation  for  integrity  and  pro¬ 
ficiency  that  has  scarce  been  equalled  in  our  history. 
Its  members  became  identified  with  organizations 
active  in  the  promotion  of  the  Island’s  financial,  in¬ 
dustrial  and  civic  advancement,  lending  generously  of 
their  advice  and  support.  According  to  the  Staten 
Island  Directory  of  1893  their  headquarters  was  lo¬ 
cated  at  53  Broadway,  Port  Richmond  (at  the  corner 
of  Broadway  and  Ann  Street),  while  Mr.  Stafford’s 
residence  was  nearby,  on  Heberton  Avenue. 

Mr.  Stafford’s  interests,  which  were  for  the  most 
part,  allied  with  his  profession,  were  likewise  mani¬ 
fested  in  support  of  his  home  village  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  and  in  aiding  educational,  charitable,  religious 
and  political  programs  of  worthy  purport.  He  served 
as  clerk  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  old  village  of 
Port  Richmond  and  acted  as  counsel  to  this  body.  For 
several  years  he  acted  as  vice-president  of  the  S.  R. 
Smith  Infirmary  (now  the  Staten  Island  Hospital), 
later  being  president  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  also  counsel  to  this  institution.  The  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Academy  numbered  him  on  its  board  of  trustees, 
wherein  it  was  also  his  duty  to  sit  in  an  advisory  ca¬ 
pacity.  When  the  mayor  of  New  York  saw  fit  to 
name  a  committee  to  select  sites  for  the  proposed 
Carnegie  libraries  on  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Stafford  was 
designated  to  serve  on  this  body,  the  other  members 


being  George  Cromwell,  Gugy  A.  E.  Irving,  A.  K. 
Johnson,  and  Ira  K.  Morris. 

In  his  religious  association,  Mr.  Stafford  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension 
in  West  New  Brighton,  and  a  vestryman  and  warden 
of  this  house  of  worship.  During  the  latter  part  of 
his  life,  however,  he  attended  St.  Andrew’s  Protest¬ 
ant  Episcopal  Church  at  Richmond. 

His  interest  in  the  field  of  politics  on  Staten  Island 
was  long  sustained,  his  affiliation  being  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  was  repeatedly  named  chairman 
of  the  Republican  County  Committee  and  served  as 
presidential  elector  on  the  Garfield  ticket.  When  the 
laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  Borough  Hall,  at  St. 
George,  took  place,  he  presided  and  was  one  of  those 
chiefly  responsible  for  making  this  event  a  noteworthy 
one  in  Richmond  Borough  annals.  One  of  his  warm¬ 
est  friends  was  George  William  Curtis,  noted  journal¬ 
ist,  literary  genius  and  strong  adherent  of  Republican 
tenets  and  platforms.  In  his  social  and  club  affilia¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Stafford  was  a  member  of  the  Richmond 
County  Country  Club  and  the  Staten  Island  Club. 

De  Witt  Stafford  may  rightly  be  remembered  as  a 
man  of  noble  generosity  and  sincere  sympathy.  His 
earnest  desire  was  always  to  give  aid  to  the  unfortun¬ 
ates  in  his  midst,  especially  those  who  were  in  diffi¬ 
culty  with  the  law.  In  this  endeavor  he  was  highly 
successful  and  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  good 
deeds.  His  death  came  on  February  12,  1917,  after  a 
prolonged  illness.  Funeral  services  were  held  from 
the  family  residence,  Bishop  Charles  Sumner  Burch 
officiating,  and  burial  took  place  in  his  native  village, 
Elizabethtown,  Essex  County,  New  York. 

Mr.  Stafford’s  demise  was  a  severe  loss  to  Rich¬ 
mond  County.  An  indication  of  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  is  found  in  an  editorial  appearing 
in  “The  Staten  Islander”  of  February  17,  1917,  which 
paid  tribute  to  his  memory.  The  editorial  follows : 

The  death  of  De  Witt  Stafford  removes  from 
Staten  Island  one  of  our  most  prominent,  best¬ 
loved  and  eminently  useful  citizens.  He  is  a  great 
loss  to  us  and,  although  he  had  not  taken  part  in 
our  life  for  several  years,  his  final  departure  from 
it  is  a  grief  to  countless  hosts  of  friends,  and  with¬ 
draws  from  many  of  our  social  functions  and  char¬ 
itable  activities  a  man  who  was  generous  and  un¬ 
tiring  in  his  devotion  to  them.  He  has  already  been 
much  missed  at  the  charity  ball,  at  the  harvest 
home  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  and  among 
those  who  knew  him  and  delighted  in  his  cordial 
and  genial  manner  and  his  always  kind  and  helpful 
disposition.  There  cannot  be  recalled  many  men 
who  have  made  so  deep  and  lasting  and  continu¬ 
ously  pleasant  an  impression  on  the  people  among 
whom  they  lived  and  who  knew  them  intimately. 
Mr.  Stafford  was  peculiarly  gifted  in  social  quali¬ 
ties  as  well  as  in  sterling  strength  of  character  and 
force  of  influence.  His  professional  career  is  re¬ 
lated  in  an  article  which  is  published  on  our  front 
page  today  and  sets  forth  his  great  talent  and  fine 
worth  in  an  arduous  and  exacting  profession,  when 
it  is  followed  on  a  high  line  of  thought  and  en¬ 
deavor.  He  will  be  regretted  by  all  Staten  Island¬ 
ers  and  especially  by  those  closely  associated  with 
him. 

De  Witt  Stafford  was  married,  at  Elizabethtown, 
New  York,  on  June  10,  1871,  to  Susie  Livingston, 
daughter  of  Robert  W.  and  Lucy  M.  (Reynolds)  Liv¬ 
ingston.  By  this  union  there  was  a  son,  Richard 
Livingston  Stafford,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Port 
Richmond,  on  June  5,  1875. 

Richard  L.  Stafford  received  his  early  education  in 
the  local  public  schools  and  Staten  Island  Academy, 
then  entered  Harvard  College.  After  being  awarded 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1897,  he  became  a 
student  of  law  at  the  New  York  Law  School,  and 
was  graduated  in  1900.  He  then  became  associated 
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as  a  clerk  in  the  law  office  of  De  Groot,  Rawson  and 
Stafford  and,  after  gaining  further  insight  into  his 
profession  during  the  ensuing  years,  was  finally  made 
a  partner  in  the  firm.  He  and  Frank  J.  Smith  are  the 
last  survivors  of  this  firm,  which  was  dissolved  in 
1915.  Mr.  Stafford  now  conducts  a  legal  practice  of 
his  own  with  offices  at  No.  49  Wall  Street,  New  York, 
and  specializes  in  matters  of  surrogate  law.  Within 
his  profession  he  is  identified  with  the  Richmond 
County  Bar  Association,  having  been  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  body.  His  other  affiliations  are  with  the 
Harvard  Club,  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club, 
and  the  Staten  Island  Club.  Mr.  Stafford  is  single, 
his  place  of  residence  being  at  No.  191  Clinton  Ave¬ 
nue,  New  Brighton. 


M.  JAMES  HUGHES  — In  the  management  of  one 
of  our  leading  real  estate  and  insurance  establishments, 
situated  in  Port  Richmond,  and  as  an  advocate  and 
supporter  of  various  projects  aimed  at  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  local  communities,  Mr.  Hughes  has  given 
ample  evidence  of  his  loyalty  to  Staten  Island.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  this  profession  locally  since  1904  and 
is  also  identified  principally  with  institutions  of  a 
financial,  civic,  and  religious  character  throughout 
the  Island. 

Of  Irish  and  Canadian  lineage,  Mr.  Hughes  was 
born  at  Campbell’s  Bay,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
on  December  20,  1873,  one  of  eight  children  of  Michael 
and  Mary  (McVeigh)  Hughes.  For  nearly  fifty 
years,  the  elder  Hughes,  who  had  come  to  Quebec 
from  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  as  a  young  boy,  conducted  a 
trading  post  and  general  supply  store  at  Caulfield, 
later  known  as  Campbell’s  Bay.  As  a  citizen  of  con¬ 
siderable  influence  and  industry,  he  manifested  an  in¬ 
terest  in  public  affairs  of  a  worthy  nature,  filling  the 
offices  of  postmaster  of  Caulfield  and  mayor  for  the 
entire  district.  In  the  latter  capacity  his  tenure  of 
office  continued  over  a  period  of  thirty-two  consecutive 
years.  His  death  occurred  at  Caulfield,  in  March, 

1893. 

M.  James  Hughes  pursued  his  earlier  studies  at 
public  school  and  complemented  them  substantially  by 
work  in  the  model  schools  of  Bryson,  Canada.  For  a 
number  of  years  thereafter  he  was  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  latter’s  mercantile  establishment,  but  in 
1902  he  journeyed  to  the  United  States  in  order  to 
enter  the  newspaper  field. 

He  ventured  to  try  his  fortune  in  New  York,  the 
journalistic  center  of  the  country,  and  succeeded  in 
securing  a  position  as  “cub  reporter”  for  the  “New 
York  World.”  For  a  year  and  a  half  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  a  rigorous  school,  being  connected 
with  the  city  office  of  the  newspaper  on  Park  Row, 
but  was  then  sent  to  various  other  states  and  cities  on 
special  assignments.  Ultimately  he  came  to  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  Staten  Island,  to  reside  and  has  since  conducted 
his  business  activities  in  this  borough. 

By  giving  up  newspaper  work  in  favor  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  real  estate  and  insurance  office,  Mr.  Hughes  felt 
confident  in  Staten  Island’s  coming  advancement  as  a 
community  of  homes,  as  a  relatively  large  center  of 
increased  commercial  and  industrial  development  and 
as  a  place  where  other  opportunities  would  some  day 
flourish.  He,  therefore,  established  his  headquarters 
at  No.  3  Richmond  Avenue,  Port  Richmond,  and 
began  a  thorough  investigation  of  realty  conditions  in 
the  outlying  territory.  Here  he  remained  until  1908, 
when  he  purchased  the  property  site  where  his  present 
office  is  located,  at  No.  2068  Richmond  Terrace. 

For  a  time  Mr.  Hughes  operated  his  business  on  a 
strictly  commission  basis,  but  later  was  enabled  to 


acquire  property  developments  and  thus  transact  his 
affairs  on  a  much  larger  scope.  Gradually  his  estab¬ 
lishment  consolidated  its  gains,  the  district  about  Port 
Richmond,  Graniteville  and  along  Willowbrook  Road 
to  the  south  began  to  undergo  a  marked  development, 
and  plans  for  the  future  were  composed  by  Mr. 
Hughes  and  other  men  prominent  in  realty  circles.  As 
time  went  on  he  negotiated  several  large  and  important 
property  transactions,  principally  along  Richmond 
Avenue. 

In  connection  with  his  interests  within  his  profes¬ 
sion,  Mr.  Hughes  has  participated  in  a  corresponding 
manner  in  the  civic  progress  of  the  Island.  Not  only 
has  he  been  instrumental  in  the  building  up  and  ex¬ 
pansion  of  valuable  property  sites,  but  he  has  also 
supported  industrial  and  commercial  progress  and 
transportational  development.  In  the  latter  sense  he 
was  one  of  the  leaders  of  a  group  who  some  years  ago 
advocated  the  construction  of  a  rapid  transit  tunnel 
from  Staten  Island  to  Manhattan,  their  slogan  being 
“Five  Minutes  to  Broadway.”  Such  a  tunnel,  they  felt, 
would  prove  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  with  which 
Staten  Islanders  would  be  blessed.  It  would  enable 
the  thousands  who  commute  to  Manhattan  to  save 
valuable  time  each  day  and  would  eventually  prove  a 
source  of  substantial  revenue.  Due  to  the  building  of 
the  three  bridges  to  New  Jersey  the  plan  was  deferred 
to  a  later  date,  when  its  steadily  increasing  population 
will  have  established  its  practicality. 

Mr.  Hughes  is  also  a  supporter  of  a  project  often 
introduced  of  late  and  deemed  worthy  of  public  con¬ 
sideration,  that  of  a  flying  field,  located  preferably,  in 
the  Bull’s  Head  district.  Believing  that  in  time  the 
section  about  Port  Richmond,  Graniteville,  and  Elm 
Park  (which  embraces  the  bridge  approach  of  the  new 
Port  Richmond-Bayonne  span),  will  grow  out  toward 
Bull’s  Head,  he  has  implicit  faith  in  the  feasibility  of 
such  a  field.  Several  other  citizens  have  long  endorsed 
this  project. 

In  association  with  Messrs.  John  Denker  and  John 
M.  Braisted,  Mr.  Hughes  is  now  engaged  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  nine-hole  golf  course  on  the  land 
bordering  the  south  side  of  Willowbrook  Road,  near 
Victory  Boulevard.  The  links,  which  will  be  known 
as  the  Willowbrook  Park  Golf  Course,  will  be  open 
during  the  summer  of  1931,  and  will  fulfill  a  further 
need  on  Staten  Island,  due  to  the  rising  popularity  of 
golf.  The  links  are  to  adjoin  the  Willowbrook  Park 
athletic  center  and  playground  to  be  built  by  the  city. 

As  a  realtor,  Mr.  Hughes  is  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Real  Estate  Board,  and  has  long  been  actively 
connected  with  several  corporations  and  banks.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  director  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Richmond  County  before  its  merger  with  the 
Brooklyn  Trust  Company  of  which  latter  concern  he 
is  appraiser  and  one  of  two  advisors.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  Staten  Island 
National  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  secretary-treas- 
urer  of  the  Tower  Hill  Park  Corporation,  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Huguenot  Beach  Corporation,  an  or¬ 
ganizer  and  secretary  of  the  Third  Ward  Savings  and 
Loan  Association,  and  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Springville  Heights  Corporation,  a  concern  with  a 
capital  of  a  million  dollars  controlling  locally  over 
four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  In  the  sale  of 
this  property  he  has  exclusive  rights. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Hughes’  idea  of  service 
found  expression  in  aiding  the  sale  of  Liberty  Loan 
bonds  through  the  Third  Ward  Savings  and  Loan  As¬ 
sociation.  In  civic  endeavor,  outside  of  the  activities 
previously  cited,  he  has  lent  his  assistance  to  various 
clearly-defined  causes  of  public  note,  such  as  hospital 
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drives  and  charitable  movements.  Fraternally  he  holds 
membership  in  Assumption  Council,  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus.  He  is  also  one  of  three  executives  of  the  Holy 
Name  Society  for  Staten  Island,  covering  thirty-three 
Roman  Catholic  churches  in  this  community.  The 
Canadian  Club  of  New  York  also  includes  his  name 
on  its  membership  rolls.  His  home  is  situated  at  No. 
171  Prospect  Avenue,  New  Brighton. 


OSCAR  LINDEMANN — A  name  associated  with 
Staten  Island  for  more  than  sixty  years  is  that  of 
Lindemann,  first  represented  here  by  the  late  Otto 
Lindemann,  a  native  of  Germany  and  founder  of  a 
successful  manufacturing  business  in  Manhattan. 
Oscar  Lindemann,  his  eldest  son,  and  others  of  the 
family,  have  continued  their  residence  here  and  have 
taken  active  part  in  the  life  of  the  community. 

The  early  Lindemanns  were  inhabitants  of  the 
province  of  Westphalia,  Germany,  where  their  an¬ 
cestors  were  long  settled.  It  was  there  that  Otto 
Lindemann,  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America, 
was  bom  in  1836.  After  obtaining  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  home  district  he  voyaged  to  the 
United  States  in  1851  and  settled  for  a  time  in  New 
York  and  Brooklyn.  His  first  employment  found  him 
connected  as  a  clerk  with  a  toy  importing  house  in 
Manhattan. 

Gifted  with  executive  ability,  supported  by  excep¬ 
tional  resourcefulness  and  initiative,  Mr.  Lindemann 
determined  to  organize  a  business  of  his  own  at  an 
opportune  time.  This  he  accomplished  in  1863,  found¬ 
ing  O.  Lindemann  and  Company,  manufacturers  of 
bird  cages,  with  headquarters  at  Nos.  252-54  Pearl 
Street,  Manhattan.  During  the  years  that  followed, 
the  company’s  trade  increased  appreciably,  and  in 
1887  it  was  transferred  to  No.  81  Beekman  Street. 
This  business,  in  its  industrial  phases,  involved  some¬ 
thing  of  a  scientific  understanding  of  the  subject  of 
ornithology,  because  no  less  than  a  few  hundred 
species  of  birds  are  domesticated  and  the  Lindemann 
firm  is  ever  alert  to  such  needs. 

In  a  Staten  Island  directory  of  1882,  Otto  Linde¬ 
mann  is  listed  as  residing  on  the  comer  of  Richmond 
Turnpike  and  Cebra  Avenue,  Tompkinsville,  having 
come  to  Staten  Island  about  1868.  In  1884  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  home  at  No.  134  St.  Paul’s  Avenue,  Staple- 
ton,  and  in  that  year  his  two  eldest  sons,  Oscar  and 
Hugo,  are  mentioned  as  being  associated  in  business 
with  their  father.  In  1903  Mr.  Lindemann  again 
transferred  his  establishment,  this  time  to  Nos.  35-37 
Wooster  Street,  where  it  remained  until  April  1, 
1929,  when  its  sale  was  effected. 

In  addition  to  his  business  interests,  which  oc¬ 
cupied  the  larger  portion  of  his  time  and  energy,  Mr. 
Lindemann  found  opportunity  to  engage  in  civic,  re¬ 
ligious  and  social  activities  on  Staten  Island  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Stapleton,  and  was  regarded  as  a 
conscientious  and  solicitous  citizen.  He  attended  the 
German  Lutheran  Church  and  served  for  twenty- 
five  years  as  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
this  church.  He  was  also  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Staten  Island  Savings  Bank,  and  president  for  many 
years  of  the  old  German  Erheiterung  Club.  Recog¬ 
nized  as  a  gifted  amateur  actor,  he  participated  in 
many  of  the  entertainments  given  by  the  club. 

Some  years  after  Otto  Lindemann  had  first  settled 
in  New  York  City,  he  returned  to  Germany  for  a 
visit.  While  there  he  married  Bertha  Adele  Wester- 
kamp,  a  native  of  Hamburg,  Germany,  and  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  long  resident  in  that  country.  They  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Oscar,  of  this 
record;  Hugo,  born  in  1868,  died  in  1908;  Emil,  born 


in  1870,  a  local  druggist;  Walter  C.,  born  in  1872,  re¬ 
siding  on  Staten  Island;  Ernest  T.,  also  mentioned 
biographically  in  this  work  (q.  v.);  and  Henry  O., 
born  in  1881.  Otto  Lindemann  passed  away  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1926,  having  survived  his  wife,  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1881,  by  nearly  forty-five  years. 

The  birth  of  Oscar  Lindemann  occurred  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  May  8,  1867.  After  coming  to  Stapleton  he  at¬ 
tended  a  private  school  which  was  at  this  time  con¬ 
ducted  in  an  old  hotel,  later  developing  into  St.  Julian 
Hall.  His  brothers  also  received  their  early  education 
here,  as  there  were  no  public  schools  located  in  the 
neighborhood  where  the  family  resided. 

In  the  year  1885  Mr.  Lindemann  was  taken  into 
his  father’s  manufacturing  business  in  Manhattan.  At 
that  time  he  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age.  During 
the  years  that  followed,  he  received  a  thorough  train¬ 
ing  under  his  father’s  instruction  and  by  his  own  ap¬ 
plication  that  enabled  him  to  take  charge  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment  in  later  years.  He  remained  in  this  capacity 
to  the  time  of  the  disposal  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Lindemann  married,  on  February  11,  1897, 
Augusta  Doehne,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Bertha 
(Schumann)  Doehne,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 
They  have  the  following  children:  Anita,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  Staten  Island  Academy  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  Ernest  Ostwald,  of  Germany,  now 
resident  of  Staten  Island;  Edna  A.,  who  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Wellesley  College,  class  of  1929.  The  Lin¬ 
demann  home  is  situated  at  No.  221  Ward  Avenue. 


ERNEST  THEODORE  LINDEMANN— One 

of  Staten  Island’s  prominent  citizens  who  is  ever  to  the 
forefront  in  all  projects  for  the  community’s  advance¬ 
ment  is  Ernest  T.  Lindemann,  who  is  also  an  able 
practitioner  before  the  bar  of  Richmond  County. 

Mr.  Lindemann  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  June 
10,  1878,  the  son  of  Otto  and  Bertha  Adele  (Wester- 
kamp)  Lindemann,  both  of  German  descent,  the  lat¬ 
ter  a  member  of  a  family  famous  in  Germany  for 
generations.  Mr.  Lindemann  was  educated  at  the 
Staten  Island  Academy  and  later  took  a  course  at 
Senftner  Preparatory  School.  He  then  entered  the 
New  York  Law  School,  from  which  institution  he 
graduated  in  1900,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June 
of  the  same  year.  He  started  at  once  to  practice 
his  chosen  profession,  occupying  offices  in  Manhat¬ 
tan  and,  for  a  time,  was  associated  in  the  office  of  the 
late  Municipal  Justice  Stake,  (q.  v.)  He  continued 
in  Manhattan  until  1920,  in  which  year  he  located 
in  Staten  Island,  specializing  in  real  estate  and  sur¬ 
rogate  law.  Mr.  Lindemann  has  been  most  active  in 
the  community  life  of  Staten  Island.  He  is  a  member 
of  Klopstock  Lodge,  No.  760,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  body  he  is  a  Past  Master,  and  of 
Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Richmond  County 
Bar  Association,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Staten  Island  Arts  and  Science 
Society  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  also  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Tompkinsville  Cooperative 
Savings  and  Loan  Association,  for  which  institu¬ 
tion  he  is  present  attorney  and  a  member  of  the 

directorate.  . 

In  1905,  Mr.  Lindemann  was  married  to  Marie 
A.  Kohlmann,  daughter  of  former  Park  Commis¬ 
sioner  John  D.  Kohlmann  (q.  v.).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lindemann  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Marion  E.,  Arthur  E.,  and  Edward  O.  Mr. 
Lindemann’s  office  is  at  No.  25  Hyatt  Street,  St. 
George,  while  his  residence  is  at  No.  217  Ward 
Avenue. 
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ALBERT  S.  JANIN — Acknowledged  throughout 
the  country  as  one  of  our  foremost  inventors  and  rec¬ 
ognized  especially  in  the  field  of  aviation,  the  late 
Albert  S.  Janin’s  career  was  fraught  with  character¬ 
istic  energy  and  courage.  Unselfish  in  his  devotion  to 
his  country,  he  was  honored  by  the  late  President 
Wilson  for  his  commendable  service  during  the  World 
War,  for  he  had  donated  patents  of  far-reaching  util¬ 
ity  to  government  use.  A  life-long  Staten  Island  resi¬ 
dent,  long  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
and  in  a  corresponding  sense,  loyal  to  his  home  and 
family,  his  memory  is  one  of  an  earnest,  reliant  and 
kindly  citizen. 

On  his  paternal  side,  Mr.  Janin  is  descended  from  a 
family  that  has  been  seated  on  Staten  Island  about  a 
century.  His  grandfather  was  Antoine  Benoist  Janin, 
and  his  father  Oscar  B.  Janin.  The  latter,  who  was 
by  occupation  a  silk  merchant,  resided  at  Clifton,  and 
married  Amelia  Dickinson.  The  Dickinson  family 
resided  for  many  years  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Shaws,  also  of  that  State.  The  latter 
group  was  for  the  most  part  active  in  scientific  and 
cultural  attainments,  more  than  one  of  their  number 
having  been  proficient  in  the  art  of  portrait  painting. 
Joshua  Shaw,  grandfather  of  Amelia  (Dickinson) 
Janin,  and  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Janin,  was  a  well- 
known  inventor,  having  created  the  percussion  cap 
used  on  cartridges.  This  work  accomplished  for  the 
American  government  was  one  of  several  achievements 
of  national  scope  perfected  by  Mr.  Shaw.  Oscar  B. 
and  Amelia  (Dickinson)  Janin  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  Albert  S.  Janin  was  the 
youngest. 

Albert  S.  Janin  was  born  in  the  old  Janin  residence 
in  Clifton,  on  May  31,  1879.  His  academic  education 
was  obtained  successively  in  public  school  at  Staple- 
ton,  Trinity  School  in  New  York,  and  Colonel 
Wright’s  Military  Academy  at  Peekskill,  New  York. 
Though  well  equipped  as  a  classical  student,  possessed 
of  ability  along  literary  lines  and  also  endowed  with  a 
keen  analytical  mind,  the  youth  had  developed  an 
early  liking  for  mechanics  and  was  often  led  to  make 
experiments  of  an  especially  intricate  nature. 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
just  after  Mr.  Janin  had  completed  his  schooling,  he 
embarked  on  an  ocean  cruise  to  the  Caribbean  Seas 
and  Cuba.  While  sailing  more  or  less  leisurely  in 
southern  seas  he  had  occasion  to  watch  the  flight  of 
birds  and  the  manner  in  which  flying  fish  took  off 
from  the  water.  Gradually  there  dawned  upon  him  the 
idea  of  creating  a  contrivance  that  would  skim  along 
the  water  and  would  rise  in  flight,  provided  the  proper 
power  and  balance  were  given  it.  As  he  stood  by  the 
rail  of  the  vessel,  he  took  special  note  of  the  flight  of 
seagulls,  watching  the  movement  of  their  wings  and 
thus  gaining  an  insight  into  their  manner  of  propul¬ 
sion.  Returning  home  eager  to  begin  work  on  a  “fly¬ 
ing  boat,”  he  told  friends  of  his  new  idea  and  set 
about  to  draw  plans  and  models  for  building  purposes. 

Beginning  his  work  some  four  years  before  the 
Wright  Brothers  actually  flew  their  first  plane,  Mr. 
Janin’s  efforts  were  met  with  ridicule  and  jest,  enough 
to  discourage  a  man  of  lesser  fortitude.  After  a  period 
of  arduous  study  and  highly  mechanical  observation, 
continuing  from  1899  to  1907,  he  produced  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  year  a  hydro-aeroplane  model  and  applied  for  a 
government  patent  certificate.  During  the  same 
period  another  inventive  genius  and  pioneer  in  avia¬ 
tion,  Glenn  H.  Curtiss,  was  laboring  on  a  similar  cre¬ 
ation  and  he  also  filed  patent  claims  with  the  govern¬ 
ment.  On  January  1,  1915,  the  District  Court  at 
Washington,  D.  C.„  held  that  Mr.  Janin  and  not  Mr. 


Curtiss  was  the  inventor.  The  judgment  was  con¬ 
curred  in  May  2,  1920,  by  Federal  Judge  Chatfield  in 
Brooklyn,  to  Mr.  Janin’s  intense  satisfaction.  He, 
however,  was  not  long  destined  to  enjoy  this  victory 
as  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  on  December  15, 
1921,  reversed  the  lower  court  after  determining  that 
he  had  filed  his  application  for  patent  on  January  26, 
1911,  two  days  after  Mr.  Curtiss  had  actually  flown 
over  San  Diego  Bay,  California. 

Undeterred  in  his  inventive  efforts,  however,  Mr. 
Janin  set  forth  upon  new  discoveries  and  in  a  larger 
sense,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  one  person  contributed 
more  toward  the  advancement  of  aviation  than  he  did. 
He  became  president  of  his  own  company  instituted 
for  the  manufacture  of  planes;  was  recognized  as  one 
of  the  foremost  authorities  on  aeronautics  and  was 
engaged  in  ceaseless  study  and  experiment  on  new  and 
more  modern  types  of  aircraft.  In  time  he  developed 
a  military  plane  available  for  training  purposes,  which 
could  be  converted  into  a  bomber,  and  also  designed  a 
military  type  of  transport  plane.  He  planned  and  de¬ 
veloped  six  other  types  of  planes  for  his  company  to 
produce  and  but  three  years  before  his  death  conceived 
a  graceful  and  exceedingly  powerful  model  of  a  two- 
hundred  foot  hydroaeroplane  suitable  for  carrying 
two  hundred  and  fifty  passengers  and  a  crew  to  Eu¬ 
rope.  Another  apparatus  worthy  of  prominent  men¬ 
tion,  which  was  duly  patented  and  placed  in  general 
use  was  a  catapult  for  launching  airplanes  from 
aboard  a  battleship. 

Mr.  Janin  was  the  creator  of  a  trolley  used  on  elec¬ 
tric  trains  and  an  inflammable  bullet  which  served  its 
utility  in  the  World  War,  both  of  these  devices  re¬ 
ceiving  patent  certificates.  Many  other  inventions, 
most  of  which  have  become  highly  valued  in  the  field 
of  transportation,  and  which  will  lend,  as  time  passes, 
increasing  utility  and  service,  are  here  mentioned: 
One  is  a  new  process  for  machining  of  an  all-metal 
aeroplane  of  such  design  that  any  part  of  a  wing  or 
fuselage  may  be  replaced  without  replacing  an  entire 
section  as  required  under  present  methods;  an  air¬ 
cooled  crown-valve  motor  that  can  be  manufactured 
for  automobiles,  straight-in-line,  or  radial  for  air¬ 
planes;  an  automatic  flight  control  device  for  air¬ 
planes  which  when  set,  guides  the  plane  when  it  gains 
an  altitude  of  five  hundred  feet;  a  fast  reading  sex¬ 
tant;  an  improved  inclinometer;  a  straight  flight  in¬ 
dicator;  an  automatic  altitude  controlling  device;  a 
drift  compensator;  a  reversible  pitch  propellor  that 
serves  as  an  air-brake  for  an  aeroplane,  makes  take¬ 
off  quicker  and  is  more  efficient  in  flight;  an  improved 
landing  wheel  with  hydraulic  shock  absorbers  and 
brakes  self-contained;  an  hydraulic  transmission  for 
automobiles  that  completely  does  away  with  gear  shift 
and  automatically  compensates  for  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  power  delivered  by  the  engine  and  the 
power  required  by  the  car.  He  also  invented  an  inter¬ 
locking  tile  which  enabled  tile  to  be  cut  in  the  process 
of  manufacture,  thus  greatly  speeding  production  and 
at  the  same  time  making  it  cheaper.  Other  contriv¬ 
ances,  proven  highly  acceptable,  were  so-called  “blis¬ 
ters,”  used  on  battleships  for  the  protection  of  their 
hulls  and  a  multifilament  for  incandescent  lamps  and 
radio  tubes,  which  was  taken  up  by  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  Manufacturing  Company.  In  the  field  of 
radio,  he  perfected  new  types  of  radio  tubes. 

But  as  eminent  and  versatile  as  was  Mr.  Janin  in 
the  field  of  invention,  an  even  greater  manifestation 
of  his  service  and  one  which  bespoke  his  magnanim¬ 
ity  and  devotion  to  his  country  and  to  the  allied  cause 
came  during  the  World  War.  He  placed  at  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  British  Government  his  inflammable  bullet, 
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used  in  many  an  anti-aircraft  gun;  informed  the 
United  States  Government  of  his  readiness  to  devote 
himself  in  any  acceptable  manner  and  placed  his  pat¬ 
ents  at  the  government’s  disposal  with  no  thought  of 
monetary  remuneration.  He  was  honored  by  the 
late  President  Woodrow  Wilson  for  this  unselfish 
service. 

Apart  from  his  immediate  work  on  inventions,  of 
which  he  actually  patented  two  hundred  and  thirty-one 
of  his  own  creations,  Mr.  Janin  had  a  clear  and  thor¬ 
ough  understanding  of  patents.  In  applying  for  pat¬ 
ent  certificates  he  alone  prepared  his  own  papers  and 
in  addition  to  this,  directed  a  number  of  his  court 
battles.  He  was  skilled  in  the  art  of  oil  painting  and 
pen  and  pencil  sketching.  Being  described  by  well- 
known  critics  as  “the  man  who  can  make  his  hands  do 
and  accomplish  exactly  what  his  mind  conceives,”  he 
depicted  accurately  and  beautifully  the  sight  of  snow- 
white  hydroplanes  gliding  on  an  emerald  sea.  One  of 
his  best-known  drawings  was  a  circular  sketch  of  the 
heads  of  three  white  horses,  with  tossing  manes  and 
fiery  eyes,  thus  creating  a  picture  that  hung  from  the 
wall  of  many  an  American  home.  Flawlessly-drawn 
sketches  of  women  also  gave  further  indication  of  his 
art. 

Another  attribute  with  which  Mr.  Janin  was  en¬ 
dowed  was  a  love  of  nature,  which  served  as  an  in¬ 
spiration  for  many  of  his  inventions,  as  evidenced  by 
a  comparison  of  die  flight  of  a  sea-gull  and  a  hydro¬ 
plane.  He  admired  the  out-of-doors,  caring  for  life 
in  the  open  and  having  a  deep  appreciation  of  natural 
beauty.  But  in  an  even  deeper  sense,  Mr.  Janin  was 
bound  to  his  home  and  family,  being  kind  and  devoted 
in  their  care.  The  “Staten  Island  Advance,”  in  an 
editorial,  paid  the  following  tribute  to  this  side  of  his 
life:  “The  late  Mr;  Albert  Stanley  Janin  dedicated 
his  life  to  science  and  became  world  famous  for  his 
many  inventions  in  connection  with  aviation,  yet  he 
never  slighted  his  family  interests  and  duties,  strained 
though  his  time  and  energies  were.  Though  his  in¬ 
terests  led  him  to  far  places,  both  in  mind  and  body, 
he  ever  remained  a  most  considerate  and  affectionate 
father  and  husband,  and  a  proud  citizen  of  his  native 
Staten  Island.  It  must  have  been  a  great  source  of 
comfort  to  him,  on  his  death-bed  at  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital  that  his  own  daughter  was  his  nurse.  Too 
many  men  who  attain  greatness  forget  how  to  be 
human  in  the  family  circle  and  in  the  circle  of  child¬ 
hood  acquaintances.  The  late  Mr.  Janin  was  equally 
distinguished  as  a  scientist  and  as  a  warmly-human 
citizen.” 

He  was  affiliated  with  several  outstanding  soci¬ 
eties  within  his  special  field  of  endeavor,  being  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  Aeronautical  Society  of 
America,  and  one  of  its  staunchest  supporters.  His 
patriotic  activities  heretofore  related,  were  centered 
mainly  about  the  World  War  period  but  at  various 
other  times  he  gave  unstintedly  of  his  means  and  en¬ 
ergies  in  this  work. 

Albert  S.  Janin’s  marriage  took  place  January  29, 
1899,  at  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  New 
Brighton,  to  Ann  Marion  Keeley,  daughter  of  Dennis 
and  Elizabeth  (McOwen)  Keeley.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Keeley  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The  former 
came  to  the  United  States  about  1835,  took  up  resi¬ 
dence  on  Staten  Island  with  his  wife  and  lived  at  No. 
128  New  York  Avenue,  Rosebank.  He  was  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  by  profession,  also  for  many  years 
acted  as  Superintendent  of  the  Poor  in  this  county 
and  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  local  residents. 
His  death  occurred  June  8,  1907,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight;  his  wife  survived  him  until  December  of  that 


year.  They  were  buried  in  St.  Mary’s  Cemetery  and 
were  survived  by  several  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Janin  became  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children,  all  of  whom  reside  at  home:  Antoin¬ 
ette  W.,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Bawor;  Gladys  A.;  Alice 
L.;  Marjorie  A.;  Albert  S.,  Jr.;  Eleanor  E.;  and 
Hortense  A.  Janin. 

Albert  S.  Janin’s  death  came  on  January  7,  1931, 
funeral  services  being  held  at  his  late  residence,  No. 
337  Oakland  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton,  and  from 
St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Clifton.  In  attendance 
at  the  services  were  leaders  in  the  fields  of  business, 
industry  and  aviation,  many  of  whom  were  firm  friends 
of  the  late  inventor.  Interment  followed  in  Moravian 
Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 


HARRY  KUTSCHER — Kutscher  is  a  family 
name  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  Staten 
Island  for  more  than  half  a  century,  the  father  of  the 
present  generation,  Isidor  Kutscher,  having  been  a 
pioneer  on  Staten  Island.  In  civic  and  religious  af¬ 
fairs,  as  in  charities  and  philanthropies,  he  was,  until 
his  death  in  1910,  prominently  identified  with  every 
movement  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  our  community, 
in  which  he  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading 
merchants.  Mrs.  Isidor  Kutscher,  nee  Henrietta  Hal- 
denstein,  after  her  marriage  at  an  early  age,  lived  con¬ 
tinuously  in  Stapleton,  enshrined  in  the  love  of  devoted 
husband  and  children,  until  her  death  in  1925. 

With  such  parental  community  allegiance,  it  is  only 
natural  that  the  children  should  be  intensely  interested 
in  the  development  of  Staten  Island.  Of  the  five  sons 
born  unto  Henrietta  and  Isidor  Kutscher,  three, 
namely,  Harry  Kutscher,  lawyer,  Bernard  W.  Kuts¬ 
cher,  merchant,  and  Dr.  Ernest  Kutscher,  dentist, 
reside  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Island.  Dr.  Martin 
Kutscher,  the  eldest  of  the  brothers,  is  a  prominent 
physician  in  Manhattan;  while  Dr.  Samuel  Kutscher, 
second  in  age,  who  died  in  1926,  enjoyed  an  excellent 
reputation  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  Manhattan. 

Harry  Kutscher,  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch,  whose  offices  are  in  Manhattan,  resides  at  No. 
147  Cebra  Avenue,  Stapleton,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
general  practice  of  law,  especially  in  connection  with 
Corporation,  Realty,  and  Estate  and  Surrogate’s  Court 
practice,  and  is  well  known  to  the  bar  of  Manhattan 
and  Richmond  boroughs. 

Born  in  Stapleton,  May  20,  1890,  he  received  his 
elementary  education  in  Public  School  14,  Stapleton, 
and  graduated  in  1907  from  Curtis  High  School, 
winner  of  a  scholarship  in  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  New  York  University,  class  of  1911.  From 
that  university  he  turned,  in  his  Sophomore  year,  to 
the  study  of  Law,  and  graduated  from  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  Law  School,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in 
1910,  and  LL.  M.  in  1911,  in  which  latter  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar. 

Harry  Kutscher  holds  membership  in  the  American 
Bar  Association,  New  York  State  Bar  Association, 
New  York  County  Lawyers’  Association,  Richmond 
County  Bar  Association,  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board,  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Mayflower 
Country  Club,  Democratic  Club  of  Staten  Island, 
Maritime  Association  of  the  Port  of  New  York,  Na¬ 
tional  Geographic  Society,  New  York  University  Law 
School  Alumni  Association,  Jewish  Community  Cen¬ 
tre  of  Staten  Island,  and  Business  Men’s  Council  of 
Federation  for  the  Support  of  Jewish  Philanthropic 
Societies  of  New  York  City.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  directors  and  secretary  of  and  counsel  to  the 
Staten  Island  Business  Men’s  Association,  Inc.  Dur- 
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ing  the  World  War  he  was  a  member  of  the  Local 
Legal  Advisory  Board.  He  represents  large  estate 
and  industrial  interests  in  Texas,  and  is  a  director  of 
Chronister  Lumber  Company,  Lyon-Gray  Lumber 
Company,  Trinity  Lumber  Company,  and  Oak  Cliff 
Lumber  Company,  all  of  Dallas,  Texas. 

In  fraternal  circles,  he  is  a  director  of  Delta  Sigma 
Phi  Fraternity,  Gamma  Chapter,  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  is  a  member  of'Aquehonga  Lodge,  No. 
906,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Court  Staten 
Island  No.  50,  Foresters  of  America,  while  his  re¬ 
ligious  affiliation  is  with  the  historic  and  prominent 
West  End  Synagogue  of  Manhattan,  and  the  Con¬ 
gregation  B.  S.  B’nai  Jeshurin  of  Staten  Island. 

In  1915,  at  the  Savoy  Hotel,  New  York  City, 
Harry  Kutscher  married  Josephine  Harris  (daughter 
of  Abraham  Harris  and  Fannie  Harris,  of  Tyler  and 
Dallas,  Texas),  who  is  a  graduate  of  Horace  Mann 
High  School  in  New  York  City,  and  of  La  Salle 
Seminary,  Auburndale,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Kuts¬ 
cher  is  interested  in  social  welfare  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kutscher  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Robert  Irwin,  born  June  20,  1917;  and  Austin 
Harrison,  born  August  27,  1923. 


JOHN  DENNIS  LUCEY,  M.  D.— The  early  seat 
of  the  Lucey  family  was  in  Ireland  where  for  gen¬ 
erations  its  members  were  identified  in  stations  of  life 
of  a  general  character.  The  branch  of  the  family 
to  whom  this  narrative  relates  has  been  represented 
in  America  slightly  short  of  a  half  century,  where 
their  interest  in  various  endeavors  has  been  well  mani¬ 
fested.  They  have  attained,  for  the  most  part,  sound 
educations  in  our  schools  of  higher  learning  and  cer¬ 
tain  of  their  number  have  followed  professional  ca¬ 
reers,  among  them  being  Dr.  John  D.  Lucey  of  Staten 
Island,  the  well-known  physician  and  surgeon.  Dr. 
Lucey,  who  is  a  resident  of  Emerson  Hill,  main¬ 
tains  his  medical  offices  at  No.  25  Central  Avenue, 
St.  George.  He  is  active  in  associations  allied  with 
his  profession  and  in  such  movements,  social  and 
civic,  that  promote  Island  welfare. 

Michael  M.  Lucey,  father  of  Dr.  Lucey,  was  of 
substantial  Irish  ancestry  and  a  native  of  County 
Cork.  He  married  Ellen  Leahy,  also  of  Irish  lineage, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children:  John 
D.  Lucey,  of  this  review;  Michael,  now  principal  of 
Julia  Richardson  High  School;  Margaret,  who  also 
became  a  teacher  by  profession,  is  the  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Kelly  of  New  Brighton;  Jeremiah  C.,  an 
educator  residing  in  New  York;  Julia,  associated  with 
the  School  Department  of  Union  City,  New  Jersey; 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  Glennon  of  Tannersville,  New  York; 
Nellie,  wife  of  J.  MacDougall  of  Youngstown,  Ohio; 
Joseph  J.,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  at  St. 
George ;  and  Daniel  Lucey,  deceased. 

In  1882,  Michael  M.  Lucey,  with  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  then  born  to  them,  voyaged  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  New  Paltz,  Ulster  County,  New  York, 
where  a  home  was  established  and  the  elder  Lucey 
became  a  farmer  by  occupation.  There  he  was  well- 
esteemed  as  a  citizen  and  in  his  adopted  place  of 
residence  urged  his  splendid  family  to  prepare  them¬ 
selves  for  their  future  careers. 

Dr.  John  D.  Lucey  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ire¬ 
land,  December  8.  1873,  and  obtained  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  district  and 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  nine. 
After  his  family  settled,  in  Ulster  County,  he  furthered 
his  education  by  attending  grammar  school  and  then 
studying  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  New  Paltz. 
Determining  upon  a  career  as  a  physician,  rather  than 


that  of  a  teacher  or  instructor,  he  matriculated  at 
Long  Island  Medical  College,  followed  the  usual 
course  of  study  and  was  graduated  in  1906  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  His  association 
with  Staten  Island  came  shortly  thereafter  with  his 
entrance  into  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  West  New 
Brighton,  to  serve  as  an  interne.  When  this  service 
was  completed,  Dr.  Lucey  began  a  general  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Stapleton.  In  addition  to  being 
thus  engaged  during  the  years  that  followed  and 
witnessing  the  steady  advancement  of  his  practice, 
his  attachment  to  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  became  more 
pronounced.  He  has  served  for  long  years  as  a  visit¬ 
ing  surgeon  and  is  now  chief  of  the  medical  staff 
of  the  hospital. 

Within  his  calling  he  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American 
College  of  Surgeons,  a  member  of  the  American 
Medicine  Association,  the  Medical  Association  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  a  member  and  former  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society.  He 
is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  and  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which 
he  holds  the  fourth  degree. 

On  June  26,  1907,  Dr.  Lucey  married  Augusta  V. 
King,  daughter  of  John  and  Kathryn  (Duffy)  King, 
of  Ulster  County,  New  York.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lucey 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Helen 
Kathryn,  born  August  19,  1909,  now  a  senior  at  the 
College  of  Mount  St.  Vincent.  2.  John  King,  born 
September  4,  1911.  3.  Robert,  born  May  27,  1915.  4. 
Edward,  born  May  24,  1920.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lucey 
are  well  known  throughout  the  Island. 


WILLIAM  HOWARD  MERSEREAU— A  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  seventh  generation  of  the  Mer- 
sereau  family  on  Staten  Island, '  William  H.  Mer- 
sereau,  of  Oakwood  Heights,  has  ever  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  such  affairs  that  have  for  their  purpose  the 
cultural  and  social  advancement  of  the  community. 
He  is  an  architect  by  profession,  having  established 
in  1895,  after  several  years  of  study,  and  training, 
offices  of  his  own  in  Manhattan.  His  interests  out¬ 
side  of  his  family  and  his  home,  are  largely  of  an 
historic  and  religious  nature,  the  Mersereau  family 
being  affiliated  for  long  years  with  old  St.  Andrew’s 
Church,  at  Richmond. 

Mr.  Mersereau  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Daniel 
Mersereau,  who  according  to  historic  records,  came 
to  reside  on  the  Island  about  1688.  Daniel  was  the 
son  of  Jean  or  John  Mersereau,  a  native  of  France 
and  a  saddler  and  law  student,  who  had  been  a  gen¬ 
eral  in  army  and  broken  to  ranks  because  he  was  a 
Huguenot.  He  was  one  of  five  children  who  fled 
with  their  widowed  mother  to  England  in  1685  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  Three  years  later  they 
came  to  New  York,  leaving  Paul,  a  son  behind  in 
England,  and  crossed  the  harbor  and  settled  on  Staten 
Island.  Thus  was  given  rise  to  two  male  branches 
of  the  family,  one  descending  from  Joshua  and  the 
other  from  Daniel,  as  related. 

Daniel  Mersereau  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  mar¬ 
ried,  on  August  6,  1^93,  Susanne  Marie  Doucinet. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children :  Daniel, 
Susanne  Marie,  Marianne  and  Stephen.  The  last- 
named  married  Ann  Michael,  and  they  were  blessed 
with  seven  children :  Daniel,  Marie,  Richard,  Joshua, 
Stephen  (2),  Christiana  and  Ann.  Of  these  seven, 
Stephen  (2)  representing  the  third  generation  on 
Staten  Island,  was  born  about  1745.  He  married 
Lydia  (surname  unknown),  and  their  children  were 
three  in  number:  Sarah,  Daniel  and  Stephen  (3). 
Stephen  Mersereau  (3)  was  baptized  February  14, 
1774- 
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He  married,  November  21,  1802,  Lanah  Winant, 
born  May  15,  1786,  of  Dutch  descent  and  member 
of  a  pioneer  Staten  Island  family.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children :  Daniel,  Lanah,  John  Winant, 
Susan  Rezeau,  Stephen  (4),  and  Margaret.  Their 
father  died  June  27,  1851  and  their  mother’s  death 
occurred  August  15,  1853. 

John  Winant,  the  second  son  of  Stephen  Mer- 
sereau  (3),  was  born  August  4,  1807  in  the  family 
homestead  and  was  married,  on  July  12,  1832,  to 
Amelia  Petronella  Rossi,  whose  date  of  birth  was 
April  11,  1815.  They  had  five  children  as  follow: 
Nicholas  Rossi,  of  whom  further;  John  Winant,  born 
March  17,  1837;  Amelia,  born  April  6,  1844,  died 
September  3,  1865 ;  Stephen  Whitefield,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  1846,  died  January  22,  1852  and  Howard  Gray, 
born  October  6,  1849,  died  January  8,  1852.  The 
death  of  John  Winant  Mersereau,  the  father,  occurred 
August  10,  1887. 

Nicholas  Rossi  Mersereau,  his  son,  was  born  March 
15,  1834,  and  became  by  occupation  an  importer  of 
silk.  He  married,  on  June  11,  1856,  Mary  Taylor 
Holt,  born  July  16,  1835,  a  daughter  of  Philetus  and 
Lydia  (Curtis)  Holt,  and  descended  from  a  distin¬ 
guished  line  of  ancestors,  prominent  in  our  coun¬ 
try’s  history.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Church,  New  York,  by  the  Rev.  C. 
A.  Maison.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
a  daughter:  Nicholas  Rossi,  born  March  12,  1859; 
William  Howard,  of  this  review;  Amelia  Petronella, 
born  June  16,  1865;  Stephen  Holt,  born  September 
10,  1870,  died  September  20,  1898.  Nicholas  R.  Mer¬ 
sereau,  the  father,  died  August  13,  1894. 

William  Howard  Mersereau  was  born  March  22, 
1862,  in  the  family  residence  at  Madison  Avenue  and 
Thirty-ninth  Street,  New  York  City,  and  as  a  youth 
acquired  his  early  schooling  at  the  famous  Meth- 
fessel  Institute  in  Stapleton,  where  a  splendid  aca¬ 
demic  training  was  afforded  the  youth  of  Staten 
Island.  After  completing  these  studies  he,  in  1878, 
entered  the  office  of  E.  L.  Roberts  in  New  York 
City,  beginning  this  association  as  a  student  of  archi¬ 
tecture.  At  that  time  there  was  but  one  accredited 
School  of  Architecture  in  the  United  States,  located 
within  the  Institute  of  Technology  at  Boston,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  and  the  only  lectures  held  were  at  Colum¬ 
bia  College,  where  Mr.  Mersereau  took  the  course 
of  lectures  by  Professor  William  R.  Ware.  The 
latter,  in  1879,  came  to  Columbia  University  and  was 
one  of  the  early  teachers  of  this  subject  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  Mersereau’s  connection  with  Mr.  Roberts’  firm 
proved  of  much  value  from  a  practical  standpoint, 
his  employer  having  been  recorded  as  the  builder  of 
more  churches  than  any  one  person  in  the  United 
States.  Under  Mr.  Mersereau’s  guidance  several  sub¬ 
stantial  office  buildings  in  the  city  as  well  as  private 
residences  were  erected.  By  1887  he  felt  that  his 
experience  and  knowledge  of  architecture  warranted 
the  inception  of  a  firm  of  his  own,  or  at  least  a 
partnership  with  a  thoroughly  reputable  co-worker. 
Thus  he  formed  such  interests  with  John  A.  Hamil¬ 
ton  under  the  firm  name  of  Hamilton  and  Mer¬ 
sereau,  with  offices  at  No.  39  Broadway,  New  York. 
Needless  to  relate,  this  establishment  prospered,  both 
men  being  of  high  standing  in  their  calling  and  en¬ 
dowed  with  ambition  and  energy. 

Mr.  Mersereau  continued  this  latter  association  until 
1895  when  he  founded  a  business  of  his  own  with 
headquarters  at  No.  32  Broadway,  New  York.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  this  capacity  since  that  time, 
maintaining  a  general  practice  which  has  increased 
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steadily.  Numerous  dwelling  places,  office  buildings 
and  public  structures  outside  of  Manhattan  and  vicin¬ 
ity  have  been  designed  by  him,  many  of  which  are 
worthy  of  special  commendation.  In  the  work  of 
remodeling  a  number  of  historic  shrines  and  dwellings 
famous  as  landmarks,  he  has  been  prominent.  Among 
these  are  the  following:  the  Washington  Irving  Cot¬ 
tage  at  Irvington-on-the-Hudson,  the  original  stone 
cottage  having  been  built  in  1656,  (the  additions  made 
converted  small  cottage  into  a  building  nearly  two 
hundred  feet  long)  ;  the  Old  Dutch  Church  at  Sleepy- 
Hollow  in  the  Tarrytown  district,  a  place  of  wor¬ 
ship  built  in  1697 ;  the  Old  Swedish  Church  at  Wil¬ 
mington,  Delaware,  built  in  1699;  the  Westover 
House,  James  River,  Virginia,  built  in  1715.  He  also 
remodeled  the  renowned  Fraunces  Tavern,  at  Broad 
and  Pearl  streets,  Manhattan,  which  was  a  meeting 
place  in  Colonial  days  for  early  American  patriots 
and  illustrious  persons.  General  George  Washing¬ 
ton  bade  farewell  to  his  officers  from  this  historic 
spot  and  since  it  has  been  regarded  as  an  historic 
shrine.  The  Richmond  County  Jail,  located  in  the 
village  of  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  was  also  built 
from  plans  formulated  by  Mr.  Mersereau. 

Within  his  profession  William  H.  Mersereau  is 
identified  with  the  American  Institute  of  Architects 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Architectural  League  for 
thirty  years.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  family 
genealogy;  is  affiliated  with  the  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution;  and  has  a  wide  interest 
in  Staten  Island  history.  He  is  active  in  civic  and 
charitable  enterprises  within  this  borough  and  holds 
membership  in  various  organizations  of  such  a  char¬ 
acter.  He  was  an  early  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  In  religious  worship, 
Mr.  Mersereau  is  identified  with  St.  Andrew’s  Prot¬ 
estant  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  long  been  active  in 
the  work  of  the  parish,  serving  as  clerk  of  the  vestry 
for  over  thirty  years  and  in  other  capacities. 

Mr.  Mersereau’s  marriage  took  place  on  June  16, 
1891,  with  Elizabeth  Yocom,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  S.  and  Caroline  (Reed)  Yocom.  A  word 
as  to  the  life  of  the  Rev.  Yocom  is  appropriate  herein, 
not  only  for  his  family  connection,  but  because  of 
his  pastorate  of  twenty-eight  years  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Church,  which  included  the  latter  years  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  and  those  of  the  twentieth,  up  to  his 
demise,  in  1904.  Of  a  family  of  Swedish  descent, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1638,  he  was  a  native  of 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  birth  occurred 
December  2,  1831.  His  education  was  received  prin¬ 
cipally  at  Union  College,  New  York,  and  he  attended 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Seminary  at  Alexandria,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  where  he  graduated  with  Bishop  Phillips  Brooks 
and  Bishop  H.  C.  Potter.  He  served  a  pastorate  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at  the  Christ  Church  before  coming 
to  St.  Andrew’s  Church.  Local  residents  of  long 
standing,  and  the  authors  of  this  history  as  well, 
remember  the  Rev.  Yocom  as  a  man  of  learning,  of 
a  frank  and  earnest  nature,  jovial  mien  and  one  to 
whom  the  well-being  and  comfort  of  the  members 
of  his  parish  meant  a  deed  well  done.  He  was  for 
long  years  an  attendant  at  the  regular  Diocesan  con¬ 
ventions  held  annually  for  churches  and  their  pastors 
within  the  diocese  at  large,  and  as  such  once  acted 
as  chairman  of  a  convention  by  right  of  seniority. 
His  passing  on  July  27,  1904  caused  widespread  sor¬ 
row  on  Staten  Island  and  in  other  places  where  his 
service  and  devotion  had  been  bestowed.  His  wife 
was  a  descendant  of  a  family  from  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  which  came  from  England  in  1636. 
He  was  born  February  4,  1832,  died  December  31, 
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1910  and  was  buried  in  St.  Andrew  Churchyard 
where  her  husband  had  been  laid  at  rest. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Mersereau  is  active  in  church 
affairs  and  works  of  civic  and  philanthropic  impor¬ 
tance.  They  reside  in  a  home  designed  by  Mr. 
Mersereau,  located  on  Third  Street,  Oakwood 
Heights. 

William  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Yocom)  Mersereau 
became  the  parents  of  three  children,  all  born  on 
Staten  Island  and  two  of  whom  are  living:  Thomas 
Y.,  born  July  14,  1895,  died  August  23,  1900;  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  born  December  11,  1902,  married  G.  Malcolm 
Stickney  on  September  30,  1926,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  son,  G.  Malcolm,  Jr.,  born  September  6, 
1929;  Mary  Holt,  born  March  25,  1909. 


JUDGE  HENRY  W.  BRIDGES  was  born  at 
Ogdensburg,  New  York,  April  7,  1872,  a  son  of  Dr. 
Elisha  Hall  and  Fanny  (Rockwell)  Bridges.  He  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  William  Rockwell,  who  arrived 
at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  on  the  “Mary  and 
John,”  in  1630,  and  through  the  “widow”  Rockwell 
related  in  the  half  blood  to  the  Grant  family  which 
arrived  on  the  same  vessel.  His  ancestry  is  all  New 
England  Colonial,  which  came  to  America  before 
1700.  His  grandfather,  Willson  Bridges,  born  at 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  1793,  was  a  veteran  of 
the  War  of  1812,  who  came  to  St.  Lawrence  County 
in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century;  settled  on 
Massena  point  which  is  still  owned  by  Mr.  Frederic 
Bridges,  and  is  the  site  of  the  proposed  international 
power  plant. 

Judge  Bridges  married  Mrs.  Joseph  Cooper  David¬ 
son  ( nee  Jean  Syphers),  Chicago,  on  March  4,  1912. 
Mrs.  Bridges  is  a  member  of  the  Syphers  family 
which  came  from  Antwerp  about  1700.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Mary,  born  in  New  Dorp,  May  6,  1914. 

Henry  W.  Bridges  was  graduated  from  Princeton 
University  in  1893,  and  from  New  York  Law  School 
in  1895.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  1903.  Judge 
Bridges  first  resided  on  Staten  Island  in  1895,  shortly 
thereafter  returning  to  the  city  of  New  York.  After 
his  marriage  he  returned,  taking  up  his  residence  at 
New  Dorp.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a 
Presbyterian  in  religion.  He  organized  the  move¬ 
ment  which  constructed  the  first  sewage  system  on 
the  South  Shore.  Also  drafted  the  letters  addressed 
to  the  proper  authorities  which  started  the  movement 
to  erect  the  three  bridges  connecting  Staten  Island 
with  New  Jersey.  Judge  Bridges  was  Deputy  Attor¬ 
ney-General  of  New  York  State,  1923-24;  and  city 
magistrate  in  1925. 

He  is  Past  Exalted  Ruler  of  Staten  Island  Lodge, 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
member  of  Great  Kills  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics; 
honorary  member  of  Foresters  of  America,  of  South 
Shore  Democratic  Club  of  Great  Kills,  and  Staten 
Island  Lyons  Club.  Judge  Bridges  has  been  president 
of  the  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital  since  the  second 
year  of  its  establishment,  in  1920.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  advisory  board  of  Camp  Fire  Girls  of  America. 
He  was  for  three  years  head  of  the  Staten  Island  Sen¬ 
ior  Baseball  League.  It  is  as  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital  that 
Judge  Bridges  has  wielded  his  greatest  influence 
among  us.  This  institution  since  the  establishment  of 
the  Berta  and  Louis  Dreyfuss  Foundation  (1927)  has 
become  one  of  the  model  small  hospitals  of  the 
whole  United  States. 


EUGENE  J.  CALLAHAN,  M.  D.— For  over 
thirty  years  Dr.  Callahan  has  had  his  office  on  the 
same  street  in  West  New  Brighton,  having  but  once 
in  that  time  moved  his  professional  quarters,  and 
then  only  changing  to  a  more  advantageous  and  larger 
premises  across  the  street.  During  this  period  he  has 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact,  professionally  and  socially,  and 
no  citizen  of  Richmond  County  holds  higher  place  in 
the  regard  of  his  community. 

Dr.  Callahan  was  born  in  Manhattan  in  1870,  the 
son  of  John  and  Katherine  Callahan,  both  natives  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  1842.  Dr.  Callahan’s 
father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  survived 
by  his  wife,  who  died  aged  eighty-three  years.  He 
was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Manhat¬ 
tan,  later  attending  Manhattan  College.  He  then 
entered  the  Medical  School  of  New  York  University 
and  was  graduated  in  1894  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine.  His  first  professional  work  following 
his  graduation  was  on  Blackwell’s  Island,  after  which 
he  came  to  West  New  Brighton  and  established  his 
office  on  Dongan  Street.  Dr.  Callahan  has  ever  been 
prominent  in  the  organizations  of  his  profession.  He 
is  a  former  president  of  Richmond  County  Medical 
Society ;  one  of  the  founders  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 
pital ;  president  of  that  institution  from  1904  to  1925, 
and  still  one  of  its  visiting  surgeons.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Greater  New  York  Medical  Society 
and  the  American  Medical  Association.  Fraternally, 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  In 
addition  to  his  professional  duties,  Dr.  Callahan  is 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  West  New  Brighton  Na¬ 
tional  Bank. 

In  1893,  Dr.  Callahan  married  Agatha  V.  Barnes, 
of  Fordham,  New  York.  They  have  five  children: 
1.  Charles  Clifford,  a  graduate  of  Curtis  High  School, 
who  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at 
Syracuse  University.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World 
War  and  experienced  active  service  overseas.  2. 
Laura,  who  married  Ralph  Coad,  a  lawyer  of  Omaha, 
Nebraska.  They  have  two  children,  Laura  and  Ade¬ 
line.  3.  John  Raymond.  4.  Eugene  J.,  Jr.,  a  graduate 
of  both  Curtis  High  School  and  the  Pace  School  of 
Accounting.  He  is  engaged  in  practice  as  a  Cer¬ 
tified  Public  Accountant.  5.  Sylvester  W.,  who  like¬ 
wise  enrolled  at  Syracuse  University,  where  he  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  football  team. 


ISAAC  O.  VAN  DUZER — A  business  associa¬ 
tion  of  more  than  a  half  century  in  duration  that  has 
been  characterized  chiefly  by  proficiency  along  ad¬ 
ministrative  lines,  is  one  that  Mr.  Van  Duzer  has 
enjoyed.  Until  his  recent  retirement  he  was  an  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  De  Jonge  Paper  Company,  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  oldest  industrial  establishments  which  is 
known  throughout  the  country  for  the  quality  of  its 
products.  Of  a  family  long  identified  with  our  Island 
history,  the  thoroughfare  known  as  Van  Duzer  Street, 
running  from  Tompkinsville  through  Stapleton,  was 
named  in  its  honor.  The  Van  Duzer s  have  been  rep¬ 
resented  on  Staten  Island  for  the  past  five  generations, 
having  originally  located  in  Manhattan  during  the 
middle  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  According  to 
record,  one  Pieter  Abrahamsen  Doersen,  a  native  of 
Doersen,  Holland,  was  the  first  of  his  line  to  come 
to  America,  for  he  is  known  to  have  resided  in  Man¬ 
hattan  as  early  as  1664.  The  Manual  of  the  Common 
Council,  New  York,  for  the  year  1862,  which  lists 
a  group  of  early  Dutch  marriages,  records  the  union 
of  “Pieter  Abramsen  Van  Deursen  and  Hester  Web¬ 
bers”  as  taking  place  on  September  19,  1666.  The 
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Manual  also  contains  a  large  number  of  Van  Deur- 
sens  and  spells  the  name,  “Van  Deusen.” 

Pieter  Van  Deusen  was  a  forebear  of  Abram  Van 
Duzer,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Isaac  0.  Van 
Duzer.  Abram  was  brought  up  in  his  native  Man¬ 
hattan  and  became,  at  length,  the  owner  of  a  large 
cooperage  and  milling  business.  His  removal  to  Staten 
Island  came  in  1785,  thus  establishing  the  family  in 
this  locality.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  organized 
ferry  service  from  Staten  Island  to  Manhattan,  the 
very  first  instituted  in  our  history.  Meeting  with  suc¬ 
cess  in  this  undertaking  and  being  possessed  of  more 
than  moderate  means,  he  purchased  a  large  amount  of 
property  in  Stapleton  and  Tompkinsville.  One  pos¬ 
session  of  his  that  endured  for  a  long  time,  was  the 
old  Van  Duzer  residence  which  he  purchased  in  1785. 
This  mansion,  located  in  Tompkinsville,  became  a 
subject  of  significant  pride  and  interest  to  later  day 
Van  Duzer s,  but  was  razed  by  fire  several  years 
ago.  Much  of  the  antique  furniture  and  household 
goods  contained  within  it,  are  still  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  present  Mr.  Van  Duzer. 

Abram  Van  Duzer  married  and  was  the  father  of 
Daniel,  who  likewise  lived  in  the  family  residence  and 
inherited  valuable  acreage  from  his  father.  He  at¬ 
tended  St.  Andrew’s  Church  in  Richmond  as  his  par¬ 
ents  had  done  and  was  buried  with  them  in  the  old 
churchyard.  His  marriage  took  place  sometime  be¬ 
fore  1800,  to  Anne  Housman,  of  Staten  Island  parent¬ 
age. 

Daniel  and  Anne  (Housman)  Van  Duzer  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  one  of  whom  was  John,  born 
about  the  year  1800.  He  likewise  lived  on  the  fam¬ 
ily  estate  and  took  as  his  wife,  Sarah  Vanderbilt. 
They  had  six  sons  and  a  daughter,  Isaac  Housman 
Van  Duzer,  of  further  mention,  being  one  of  them. 

Isaac  H.  Van  DuzeF  was  born  December  23,  1827, 
died  August  2,  1903,  and  received  his  education  on 
Staten  Island.  For  some  time  he  served  on  the  high 
seas,  attaining  the  rank  of  captain  and  in  later  years 
he  was  a  partner  in  local  shad  fisheries.  He  married 
Mary  M.  Yerks,  a  native  of  Westchester  County,  her 
birth  date  being  August  12,  1828  and  her  death  oc¬ 
curring  January  4,  1902.  They  resided  in  Tompkins¬ 
ville  and  had  the  following  children:  Isaac  O.,  of 
whom  further;  Jacob  and  Daniel,  deceased;  Henry 
and  Charles,  all  of  Staten  Island. 

Isaac  O.  Van  Duzer’s  place  of  birth  was  in  the 
family  homestead  on  the  old  Shore  Road,  Tompkins¬ 
ville,  date  March  23,  1852.  He  was  educated  in  private 
schools  and  then  attended  Dean’s  Business  School. 
In  1872,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  became  associated 
with  the  Louis  De  Jonge  Paper  Company  and  after 
traveling  twenty-five  years  for  the  company,  both 
in  this  country  and  abroad,  he  then  became  affiliated 
as  an  official  with  the  firm’s  main  headquarters  in 
Manhattan.  This  position  he  occupied  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  January,  1931. 

Having  spent  such  a  lengthy  service  in  the  employ 
of  this  company,  it  is  fitting  that  a  brief  account  of 
the  establishment’s  history  be  inserted.  The  firm  of 
Louis  De  Jonge  and  Company  was  organized  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1846,  with  a  warehouse  at  No.  16  Gold 
Street,  Manhattan.  The  concern  came  to  Staten 
Island  in  1848,  when  its  old  factory  building  was 
erected  on  what  was  then  known  as  Richmond  Turn¬ 
pike,  now  Victory  Boulevard.  It  stood  in  Tompkins¬ 
ville  at  the  intersection  of  the  Turnpike  with  Louis 
Street.  The  plant,  which  was  at  first  small,  was 
enlarged  as  business  increased  substantially  during 
the  period  from  1848  to  1918.  In  the  latter  year  the 
business  was  moved  to  new  and  very  much  larger 
fireproof  quarters  at  the  corner  of  Tompkins  and 


Simonson  avenues,  Clifton.  Though  the  original 
Tompkinsville  structure  no  longer  stands,  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  steep  thoroughfare  is  still  popularly 
known  as  Paper  Factory  Hill.  Strictly  speaking,  this 
is  a  misnomer,  because  no  paper  was  ever  actually 
manufactured  by  the  company.  Its  business  always 
has  consisted  of  putting  special  coatings  on  papers 
produced  elsewhere.  In  this  field  the  firm  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  United  States,  as  at  the  time  of  its 
founding  the  processes  used  had  been  confined  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  countries.  The  company  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  in  this  country  to  make  lithographed 
white  coated  paper,  a  special  and  yet  difficult  process. 
The  products  of  the  factory  are  technically  known 
as  surface  coated  papers.  They  cover  a  wide  variety 
of  coated,  colored,  printed  and  embossed  papers,  used 
in  large  quantities  for  box  covering,  label  printing, 
fancy  containers,  attractive  packings  for  merchandise 
and  for  various  other  similar  uses.  At  first  the  pro¬ 
cess  was  slow  and  primitive  and  the  daily  output  was 
only  a  single  wagon-load.  At  present  highly  developed 
machinery  is  used,  large  automobile  trucks  transport 
a  greatly  increased  output  which  is  also  shipped  in 
carload  lots  direct  from  the  factory.  About  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  men  and  women  are  employed  nor¬ 
mally  which  helps  considerably  the  prosperity  of  local 
citizens. 

Mr.  Van  Duzer  takes  an  interest  in  various  affairs 
of  community  importance,  the  most  significant  being 
the  welfare  of  his  native  Island  at  large.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  St.  Paul’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  where  both  had  been  confirmed. 
This  parish  was  founded  by  Mr.  Van  Duzer’s  great- 
great-grandfather,  Daniel,  and  his  erstwhile  friend, 
Caleb  Ward. 

Mr.  Van  Duzer  married  (first),  in  February,  1876, 
Mary  A.  Vanderbilt,  daughter  of  Captain  Isaac  S. 
and  Sarah  A.  (Seguine)  Vanderbilt.  The  Vanderbilts 
are  also  an  old  Dutch  family  early  seated  in  the 
New  Netherlands  colony,  first  mention  of  the  branch 
from  which  Mrs.  Van  Duzer  is  descended  coming 
with  Aries  (Aaron)  Van  Der  Bilt,  who  settled  in 
Flatbush,  Long  Island,  about  the  year  1660.  It  is  later 
recorded  that  he  purchased  a  farm  at  New  Dorp, 
Staten  Island,  for  his  son,  Jacob.  Jacob  had  a  son, 
John,  who  was  born  on  February  26,  1744,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Isabella  Beatty,  born  August  19,  1746.  The  lat¬ 
ter’s  son,  John,  was  born  August  30,  1769,  and  died 
March  27,  1851.  He  married  Elizabeth  Taylor,  born 
August  24,  I77L  died  July  31,  1856,  her  parents  being 
Oliver  and  Sarah  (Hillyer)  Taylor.  This  John  Van¬ 
derbilt  and  his  wife  had  a  son  Aaron,  born  March 
13,  1799,  who  died  May  9,  1863.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Simonson,  born  August  7,  1797,  died  September  2, 
1866,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (De  Groot) 
Simonson,  both  of  pioneer  Staten  Island  families. 
This  last  Vanderbilt  marriage  brought  several  chil¬ 
dren:  Isaac  S.,  of  whom  further;  Jacob;  Mary  E., 
who  married  a  Van  Pelt;  Sarah,  who  married  a 
Jones,  and  Margaret. 

Isaac  S.  Vanderbilt,  whose  birth  occurred  October 
23,  1821,  and  death  on  September  5,  1866,  took  for 
his  wife  Sarah  A.  Seguine,  who  was  born  May  27, 
1819,  and  died  October  15,  1899*  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  and  Patience  (Britton)  Seguine,  and 
the  granddaughter  of  John  Seguine.  Both  the  Brittons 
and  Seguines  have  long  resided  on  the  South  Shore. 

As  before  related,  Mary  A..  Vanderbilt  married 
Isaac  O.  Van  Duzer.  Her  death  came  November 
25»  19 17,  and  Mr.  Van  Duzer  married  (second), 
October  20,  1920,  Mrs.  Fannie  V.  (McMurray)  Car¬ 
men  The  second  Mrs.  Van  Duzer  is  a  niece  of  the 
first  Mrs.  Van  Duzer,  as  explained  in  the  following 
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relationship:  Joseph  McMurray,  father  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  Mrs.  Van  Duzer,  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland, 
on  October  6,  1831.  He  married  Rachel  Frances  Van 
derbilt,  born  in  New  York  City  on  January  6,  1846, 
the  daughter  of  Isaac  S.  Vanderbilt  and  sister  of 
the  first  Mrs.  Isaac  O.  Van  Duzer  ( nee  Mary  A. 
Vanderbilt). 

Isaac  0.  Van  Duzer  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
through  his  first  marriage :  Augusta  E.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  1876;  and  Isaac  V.,  born  September  30, 
1885.  The  latter  married  Jennie  Marie  Johnson,  and 
they  have  two  sons,  Roger  Oliver,  born  in  1911,  and 
John  Daniel,  born  in  1920.  The  Van  Duzer  family 
residence  is  located  at  No.  21 1  St.  Paul’s  Avenue, 
Stapleton. 


CHARLES  DOREMUS  DURKEE— For  nearly 
a  half  century,  the  late  Charles  D.  Durkee  of  Gras¬ 
mere  was  engaged  in  the  ship  supplies  business  and 
succeeded  in  organizing  one  of  the  largest  wholesale 
and  retail  establishments  for  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  marine  hardware  in  this  country.  As  a  man  of 
considerate  and  generous  nature  toward  his  fellow- 
men,  Mr.  Durkee  was  an  active  supporter  of  civic 
and  philanthropic  movements  in  this  borough  and  was 
identified  with  numerous  organizations  of  such  char¬ 
acter. 

The  family  of  Durkee,  whose  coat-of-arms  bears 
witness  to  ancient  Scotch,  English  and  French  an¬ 
cestry,  was  seated  during  the  early  and  middle  period 
of  the  nineteenth  century  in  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia, 
where  John  S.  Durkee,  father  of  our  late  resident, 
was  born.  A  stevedore  by  occupation,  the  elder  Dur¬ 
kee  removed  to  the  United  States  in  the  early  ’fifties, 
settled  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  married  Hannah 
Smith,  a  native  of  that  city.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  sons:  Joseph  Wilson,  Charles  Doremus  and 
William  Harvey.  John  S.  Durkee’s  death  occurred 
in  1885  in  California  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1924, 
in  Grasmere,  Staten  Island. 

Charles  D.  Durkee  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  July  23, 
1862,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  near  his 
home.  After  completing  his  studies  he  entered,  in 
1879,  a  small  retail  ship-chandler’s  store  at  No.  20 
Broad  Street,  Manhattan,  owned  and  operated  by 
Alfred  N.  Rankin.  As  a  clerk  and  salesman  in  this 
employ  he  was  enabled  to  learn  the  essentials  of  the 
business.  Within  a  few  years’  time  he  became  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  establishment,  known  thereby  as  Rankin 
and  Durkee,  the  firm  then  being  located  at  No.  26 
South  Street,  near  the  waterfront.  By  1893,  Mr. 
Durkee  had  saved  enough  from  his  earnings  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  rights  of  his  partner,  and  he  incorporated 
the  business  in  1894  as  Charles  D.  Durkee  and  Com¬ 
pany,  with  headquarters  at  the  latter  address,  near 
Coenties  Slip.  Under  the  new  management  he  was 
aided  materially  by  his  brother,  William  H.  Durkee. 
The  years  that  followed  were  marked  by  consistent 
headway,  a  gradual  enlargement  of  the  business  and 
a  consolidation  of  all  gains  secured.  At  length,  in 
1899,  the  establishment’s  modest  headquarters  were 
deemed  too  small  for  the  expansion  that  it  was  under¬ 
going,  and  as  a  consequence  a  contract  was  signed  for 
the  finishing,  according  to  the  needs  of  his  business, 
of  a  new  building  at  Nos.  2  and  3  South  Street,  then 
in  the  course  of  construction.  According  to  the  pub¬ 
lication,  ‘‘Pilot  Lore,”  circulated  by  the  United  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  Sandy  Hook  Benevolent  Asso¬ 
ciation,  this  building  was  completed  and  fixtures  in¬ 
stalled  by  November,  1899,  and  on  Thanksgiving  Eve, 
of  that  year,  the  company  held  a  reception  and  open¬ 
ing  for  several  hundred  friends  and  customers.  Pre¬ 


cisely  on  January  1,  1900,  the  new  store  and  building 
was  opened  for  business,  Mr.  Durkee  furnishing  his 
enterprise  with  a  much  more  varied  assortment  of 
shipping  equipment  than  he  had  formerly  displayed. 

In  1911  Mr.  Durkee  established  a  factory  in  Gras¬ 
mere,  Staten  Island,  though  still  maintaining  his  busi¬ 
ness  headquarters  in  Manhattan.  The  following  year 
he  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  built  a  new  home  at 
No.  819  Fingerboard  Road  in  the  same  locality.  From 
a  general  business  in  ships’  supplies,  he  succeeded  in 
also  developing  a  large  establishment  devoted  to  yacht¬ 
ing  equipment  and  all  sorts  of  smaller  boat  furnish¬ 
ings.  In  time,  due  almost  solely  to  his  substantial  in¬ 
itiative  and  foresight,  he  'succeeded  in  building  up  one 
of  the  largest  wholesale  and  retail  businesses  in  the 
manufacture  of  marine  hardware  known  in  the  United 
States. 

Evidence  of  the  wide  scope  of  his  activities  and  his 
ability  to  operate  along  intensive  lines  was  best  seen 
during  the  World  War.  With  the  very  beginning  of 
the  conflict  his  firm  was  called  upon  to  fill  orders  for 
submarine  chaser  equipment,  as  well  as  furnishings 
for  the  larger  boats  built  by  the  Emergency  Fleet 
Corporation.  The  United  States  Emergency  Fleet 
was  aided  considerably  thereby  to  prepare  for  instant 
action.  Previous  to  our  entry  in  the  war  came  an  im¬ 
portant  single  order,  that  of  manufacturing  twenty 
thousand  portlights  for  the  equipping  of  the  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  submarine  chasers  being  built  for  the 
English  government  by  the  Elco  Company  at  Bayonne, 
New  Jersey.  The  latter  concern,  helped  to  no  small 
extent  by  Mr.  Durkee’s  company,  constructed  these 
boats  in  exactly  five  hundred  days,  thus  completing 
more  than  one  each  day.  Needless  to  relate,  Mr.  Dur¬ 
kee’s  plant  was  busily  engaged  in  aiding  the  cause  of 
our  government  and  its  Allies,  until  the  end  of  the 
war. 

Mr.  Durkee,  who  had  served  as  president  of  the 
firm  until  1919,  sold  his  interests  and  retired  from 
active  participation  in  the  management  of  the  enter¬ 
prise  he  founded,  his  brother,  William  H.  Durkee,  do¬ 
ing  likewise  at  this  time. 

Not  content  with  retiring  from  a  venture  that  had 
absorbed  the  larger  part  of  his  career  but  had  proved 
highly  successful  from  its  very  inception,  Mr.  Durkee, 
in  1919,  entered  another  field,  that  of  real  estate  de¬ 
velopment  on  Staten  Island.  His  gift  for  administra¬ 
tion  and  organization  again  proved  its  worth  for  he 
was  enabled  to  found  a  veritable  community  of  homes 
in  “Durkee  Manor,”  Grasmere.  This  interest  he 
maintained  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise. 

Ever  on  the  side  of  civic  advancement  while  a  resi¬ 
dent  here,  Charles  D.  Durkee  was  an  active  supporter 
of  all  movements  of  such  character  on  Staten  Island. 
During  the  administration  of  Borough  President  Cal¬ 
vin  Van  Name,  he  served  as  a  member  of  his  cabinet. 
He  was  also  identified  for  years  with  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  which  he  was  once  a 
director.  Other  local  affairs  that  he  was  most  inter¬ 
ested  in  included :  The  Staten  Island  Civic  League, 
the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board,  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital  of  which  he  was  a  trustee,  the  Staten  Island 
Council  of  Boy  Scouts,  the  Law  Enforcement  League, 
Allied  Citizens’  Organization  and  Staten  Island  Evan¬ 
gelization  Union  for  Foreigners.  The  Boy  Scout 
movement  attracted  his  attention,  he  having  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  organizing  the  first  troop  in  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  furnishings  it  with  a  hut  for  meeting 
quarters.  Mr.  Durkee’s  fraternal  associations  em¬ 
braced  :  Covenant  Lodge,  No.  758,  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  was  a  Past  Master  of 
this  separate  body;  he  held  a  life  membership  in  Ori- 
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ent  Chapter,  No.  138,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  also  a  life 
membership  in  Kismet  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  memberships  in  the 
Masonic  Veterans,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  addition 
to  these  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Economic  Club, 
Shelter  Island  Country  Club,  the  Society  of  Old 
Brooklynites  and  several  yacht  clubs. 

Mr.  Durkee’s  business  relations  were  highly  pro¬ 
nounced  and  of  a  patriotic  scope,  for  he  was  one  of 
the  early  members  of  the  Maritime  Exchange  and  of 
the  National  Association  of  Boat  and  Engine  Manu¬ 
facturers  ;  also  very  active  with  the  Merchant  Marine 
Association  in  their  efforts  to  put  the  American  flag 
back  on  the  seas.  During  the  World  War  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mayor’s  Committee  on  National  Defense, 
Mr.  Durkee  served  on  the  Committee  of  Army  and 
Navy  Forces.  On  Staten  Island  he  organized,  and 
with  his  brother,  William  H.,  equipped  the  Grasmere 
Home  Defense  League  connected  with  the  80th  Pre¬ 
cinct.  He  was  known  as  one  of  the  League’s  most 
sustaining  members.  In  the  various  Liberty  Loan 
drives  he  was  an  active  campaigner,  being  a  member 
of  the  Stapleton  Victory  Liberty  Loan  Committee  of 
1918. 

Charles  D.  Durkee  married,  on  June  7,  1893,  Emily 
F.  Holt,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and  Harriet  E.  (Bald¬ 
win)  Holt,  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Durkee  was  born  in 
Brooklyn.  On  her  paternal  side  Mrs.  Durkee  is  of 
an  old  New  England  family  whose  forebears,  the 
Gays,  came  from  England  in  1630.  On  her  maternal 
side  she  is  also  connected  with  another  New  England 
family  which  came  in  Colonial  times  from  Connecticut 
to  New  Jersey,  and  were  instrumental  in  the  founding 
of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durkee  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  Charles  Holt,  Emily,  deceased,  and  Jasper 
Durkee.  The  former  son  was  born  November  20, 
1894,  and  the  latter  on  September  11,  1899,  they  hav¬ 
ing  received  their  early  education  in  the  Brooklyn 
public  schools.  Charles  H.  Durkee  next  attended 
New  Utrecht  High  School  in  that  city  and  took  a 
special  technical  course  on  the  subject  of  electricity 
at  the  New  York  Trade  School.  On  October  14, 
1926,  at  the  Brighton  Heights  Reformed  Church,  he 
married  Sydney  Ruth  Morris,  the  daughter  of  Sid¬ 
ney  W.  and  Annie  (Mainwaring)  Morris  of  New 
Brighton.  They  have  two  children,  Charles  Holt,  Jr., 
born  December  21,  1927,  and  John  Morris,  whose  birth 
occurred  November  2,  1930.  Jasper  Durkee,  the  sec¬ 
ond  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Durkee,  attended  Curtis  High 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  and  then  en¬ 
tered  New  York  University.  In  the  latter  institution 
he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1920. 
He  married,  October  27,  1923,  in  St.  John’s  Church, 
Rosebank,  Charlotte  H.  Dupont,  the  daughter  of 
Charles  P.  and  Bertha  H.  F.  (Stubbe)  Dupont,  of 
Fort  Wadsworth.  Two  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  Charlotte  Helene,  on  June  30,  1927,  and  Henry 
Dupont,  on  March  23,  1929. 

During  the  last  four  years  of  his  life,  the  late 
Charles  D.  Durkee  made  his  home  at  Shelter  Island, 
New  York,  but  more  lately  maintained  a  temporary 
residence  at  No.  15  Lakeview  Terrace,  Grasmere.  It 
was  in  the  latter  dwelling  place  that  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  October  23,  1930,  following  a  month’s  illness. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from  his  home  and  inter¬ 
ment  took  place  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn. 

This  memorial  review  of  his  career  is  inserted  in 
this  historical  work  through  the  courtesy  and  com¬ 
munal  interest  of  his  family. 


ANDREW  M.  EAGON,  M.  D.— On  May  14, 

1930,  the  members  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical 
Society,  in  honor  and  testimony  of  two  gentlemen 
who  had  been  engaged  in  practice  as  physicians  for 
the  past  two  score  years  on  Staten  Island,  paid  tribute 
to  them  over  a  festive  board  that  was  indeed  befitting 
on  such  an  occasion.  The  gentlemen  thus  recognized 
in  the  esteem  of  their  fellow  practitioners  were  Drs. 
Andrew  M.  Eagon  of  Rossville  and  George  E.  Jessup 
of  New  Dorp.  This  event  held  at  the  Fox  Hills 
Country  Club  was  auspicious  because  of  the  presence 
of  other  prominent  medical  men  of  years  standing  in 
this  community  and  those  of  the  younger  generation, 
all  of  whom  felt  the  fraternalism  of  such  a  gathering. 

Sensing  the  import  of  the  careers  of  our  early  men 
of  medicine,  generally,  one  must  try  to  visualize  the 
Island  on  which  they  lived  and  the  conditions  with 
which  they  had  to  contend,  especially  before  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  present  century.  Back-wooded  was  the 
countryside,  inadequate  was  the  transportation,  rough 
and  miry  roads  to  traverse,  slow-moving  horse-drawn 
vehicles,  much  more  personal  danger  from  inclement 
weather,  houses  far  distant  from  the  reach  of  their 
offices,  at  first  no  telephones  nor  electric  lights  and 
later,  few  if  any  at  all,  and  no  nearby  apothecary  shops 
or  hospitals  to  depend  upon  as  an  emergency  aid  for 
their  more  sickly  patients.  Added  to  these  conditions, 
medicine  had  not  advanced  to  the  scientific  state  that 
it  has  attained  today.  All  these  things,  no  doubt, 
passed  through  the  minds  of  those  thus  assembled  on 
that  May  the  14th  and  surely,  such  were  some  of  the 
reflections  of  these  two  elder  brethren  of  medicine 
who  were  being  honored  by  the  medical  society. 

Taking  up  the  career  of  Dr.  Eagon,  it  is  of  interest 
that  he  still  is  following  the  practice  and  methods  of 
his  especial  school  of  medicine  and  clings  to  the  char¬ 
acteristics  and  customs  of  the  good  family  doctor.  He 
descends  from  solid  Irish  pioneer  ancestors  who  were 
of  material  aid  to  the  early  colony  of  Maryland.  His 
father,  John  Skinner  Eagon,  was  born  at  St.  Michael’s 
near  Baltimore,  on  August  26,  1800.  The  latter  was 
the  first  to  come  to  Staten  Island  where  more  than 
three-quarters  of  a  century  to  the  present  time  has  been 
spent  by  this  branch  of  the  family.  The  elder  Eagon 
received  such  sound  education  in  his  native  State  as 
was  afforded  by  the  schools  of  his  time  and  early 
showed  an  inclination  towards  business  life.  A  consci¬ 
entious  and  self-reliant  young  man,  he  came  North 
about  1820  and  first  took  up  residence  in  New  York, 
where  he  was  generally  employed  in  the  commercial 
world  for  the  next  thirty  years  or  thereabouts.  He  was 
married,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Pike,  on  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  1851,  to  Deborah  Mills,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Mills,  of  this  city.  Three  children 
were  born  to  John  Skinner  Eagon  and  his  wife,  all 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  present  Eagon  resi¬ 
dence  at  Rossville:  Mary,  the  eldest,  whose  birth 
took  place  in  1852  and  who  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  eight  years;  Andrew  M.,  the  physician,  mentioned 
more  fully  in  this  review;  and  John  S.,  born  February 
13,  1863,  who  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school  and  has  since  followed  the  occupation  of  agri¬ 
culturist.  He  is  unmarried. 

After  the  removal  of  John  Skinner  Eagon,  their 
father,  to  Staten  Island,  he  was  destined  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  Rossville,  where  he  found  the 
countryside  much  to  his  liking.  He  established  his 
home  and  upon  a  plot  of  land,  did  a  little  gardening 
but  essentially  was  occupied  as  a  woodworker,  cab¬ 
inet-maker  and  builder.  This  business  prospered  un¬ 
der  his  careful  guidance  and  he  was  looked  upon  as  a 
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man  of  standing  and  character  in  the  neighborhood 
of  his  adopted  place  of  residence.  His  home  life 
was  marked  by  a  sense  of  responsibility  and  devotion 
to  his  family  and  both  he  and  his  wife  lived  to  sub¬ 
stantial  ages. 

His  son,  Dr.  Andrew  M.  Eagon,  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1861,  and  first  attended  the  district  school  of 
Greenridge.  After  receiving  his  academic  education 
in  New  York,  he  entered  Bellevue  Medical  College 
in  the  same  city  where  he  took  a  thorough  course  in 
the  study  of  medicine.  He  was  awarded  his  degree  as 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  in  the  class  of  1890,  and  soon 
began  his  long  years  of  practice  on  Staten  Island. 
Today  Dr.  Eagon  is  pursuing  his  career  as  an  able 
physician  and  citizen,  well  known  and  respected  by 
the  older  residents  of  the  Island  and  many  of  the 
newcomers.  He  enjoys  fond  and  refreshing  memories 
of  the  past  and  his  newer  associations  are  equally 
prized  by  him.  He  takes  an  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  his  fellowmen,  aids  such  movements  that  are  of 
service  to  his  community,  and  has  several  affiliations, 
chiefly  identified  with  his  profession. 

Dr.  Eagon  married  Lena  Macormac,  the  daughter 
of  Archibald  and  Suzanna  (Harper)  Macormac,  who 
are  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  death  of 
Dr.  Eagon’s  father  occurred  August  26,  1893,  his 
mother’s  demise  preceded  on  August  10,  1891,  and 
both  are  buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp, 
Dr.  Eagon  and  his  brother  being  the  last  of  this 
branch  of  the  family.  The  family  residence  is  at 
No.  2i  Arden  Avenue,  Rossville. 


CHARLES  EDGAR  SIMONSON— Of  the  vari¬ 
ous  pioneer  families  who  have  resided  for  generations 
on  Staten  Island,  the  Simonsons  hold  an  accredited 
place  among  them.  Their  participation  in  the  affairs 
of  citizenship  in  the  years  past  and  at  later  times,  has 
aided  in  the  advancement  of  this  country  from  a 
primitive  condition  to  that  of  a  prosperous  agricul¬ 
tural  district  and  so  on  to  the  present  time,  as  a 
pleasant  residential  and  substantial  business  center  of 
the  greater  city  of  New  York.  The  family  is  today 
represented  by  Charles  E.  Simonson,  of  St.  George, 
prominent  in  insurance  circles  and  other  movements 
of  island-wide-scope. 

The  name  Simonson  is  Dutch,  being  originally  in¬ 
cepted  by  the  old  custom  of  adding  “son”  to  the 
surname.  However,  the  family  itself  is  of  French 
origin,  and  begins  with  a  member  who  fled  from 
France  to  Friesland,  Holland,  to  avoid  the  Huguenot 
persecution.  The  first  in  the  latter  country  of  whom 
we  have  record  is  Simon  La  Blau  (also  spelled  Blan 
and  Blant),  who  was  born  in  Friesland  about  1590, 
from  whence  he  went  to  Amsterdam  where  he  settled 
and  married. 

Simon’s  son,  Willem  or  William  La  Blan,  was  born 
in  1632.  On  August  31,  thirty  years  later,  he  sailed 
for  America  on  the  ship  “Fox”  under  command  of 
Captain  Jacob  Jansz  Huys,  and  landed  at  New 
Amsterdam  where  he  lived  for  a  time.  He  was 
known  here  as  William  Simon’s  son,  which  name 
evolved  into  Simonson,  the  present  family  surname. 
He  married  Janneken  Barentsen,  who  arrived  here  in 
1661  on  the  ship  “Golden  Eagle.”  She  was  the  widow 
of  Jan  Quistout.  According  to  Dutch  Church  records 
and  family  documents,  William  and  Janneken  (Ba- 
rentsen-Quistout)  Simonson  had  two  children,  Lys- 
beth,  baptized  June  16,  1663,  and  Aert,  born  in  1664 

Long  Island  historical  papers  show  that  Aert  Simon¬ 
son  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  a  native  of  Brook¬ 
lyn,  on  September  30,  1687.  His  appearance  on  Staten 
Island  in  the  fore  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  is 


validated  by  the  existence  of  a  land  grant  from  Queen 
Anne  in  1721,  giving  him  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  ground  situated  at  Carls  Neck,  now  New  Spring- 
ville.  He  cleared  his  land,  took  up  farming  and  estab¬ 
lished  his  homestead.  Who  Aert  Simonson  married 
is  not  known,  but  he  had  four  sons  namely,  Barnt, 
Aert,  Simon  and  Isaac,  the  last  mentioned  born  about 
1690,  being  the  next  in  line  of  descent. 

Isaac  Simonson  followed  the  occupation  of  his  fore¬ 
bears  and  had  two  wives.  He  married  (first)  Antje 
Van  Der  Vliet,  daughter  of  Jacob  Janse  and  Marretje 
(Derickse)  Van  Der  Vliet,  by  whom  he  had  one  son 
and  one  daughter,  Jeremias,  baptized  June  12,  1720 
and  Maria,  baptized  July  8,  1722.  His  first  wife’s 
death  occurred  sometime  prior  to  1732,  because  the 
Dutch  Church  records  of  New  Amsterdam  for  that 
year  show  that  his  second  wife  was  Nieltje  Cortelyou. 
She  was  a  granddaughter  of  Jacques  Cortelyou  who 
came  to  America  about  1652  and  died  in  1693,  and 
a  daughter  of  Peter,  born  about  1664  and  Deborah 
(DeWitt)  Cortelyou. 

Isaac,  2d,  son  of  Isaac  and  Nieltje  (Cortelyou) 
Simonson,  was  born  August  4,  1732,  and  baptized 
December  17,  of  the  same  year,  at  the  church  in  New 
Amsterdam.  He  later  became  an  officer  in  the  Old 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Port  Richmond  and  in 
1795  signed  the  call  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Kirby  as 
pastor.  His  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Wood  occurred 

July  28,  1757- 

Joseph  Simonson,  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
(Wood)  Simonson,  was  born  on  Staten  Island  and 
later  in  life  was  the  owner  of  lands,  having  pur¬ 
chased  forty-one  acres  in  New  Springville.  His  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Winant,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  Winant,  whom  he  married  on  July  29,  1774. 
Their  children  were  John,  David,  Abraham,  Joseph, 
Jacob,  Eliza,  Joanna,  Mary  and  Jemima.  Joanna 
married  John  B.  Hillyer,  who  was  born  in  1808  and 
died  in  1908.  Their  marriage  took  place  in  1829  at 
New  Springville,  and  they  had  a  son,  James  Hillyer, 
of  Port  Richmond. 

Jacob  Simonson,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Winant)  Simonson,  was  born  in  1798  and  died 
April  4,  1883.  He  lived  in  the  family  homestead  at 
New  Springville  and  there  purchased  twenty-three 
acres  of  land.  He  served  as  supervisor  of  the  town 
of  Northfield  from  1833  to  1840,  again  in  1849  and 
was  elected  sheriff  of  Richmond  County  in  1840. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  first  wife  was  Ann 
Eliza  Bedell,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Lena  (Crocheron) 
Bedell,  and  his  second  wife  was  Caroline  Jacques. 
John  William  Simonson,  a  son  by  the  first  marriage, 
was  the  father  of  Charles  E.  Simonson,  of  St.  George. 
The  children  of  the  second  marriage  were  Isaac  J., 
Joseph,  Eliza  Jane  and  Jacob.  Their  daughter  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Philip  Waters,  of  New  York. 

John  W.  Simonson  was  born  December  23,  1826, 
at  New  Springville.  During  his  entire  life  he  was 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  was  resident  manager  of  the  Standard  In¬ 
surance  Company  of  London,  England,  which  insti¬ 
tution  absorbed  the  New  York  City  Fire  Insurance 
Company.  Mr.  Simonson  was  president  at  the  time 
of  merger.  His  religious  affiliation  was  with  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  marriage  of  John  W.  Simonson  occurred  on 
January  18,  1851  at  Richmond.  His  wife  was  Char¬ 
lotte  Ann  Stephens,  born  February  24,  1832,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Stephen  Dover  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson) 
Stephens.  The  latter  was  born  January  28,  18x1, 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Latourette) 
Johnson.  Stephen  Dover  Stephens  was  a  great-grand- 
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son  of  John  Stephens,  who  was  born  about  1714,  and 
married  Mary  Harding,  on  April  26,  1736.  Their 
son  John  Stephens,  2d,  born  in  1743,  married,  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1763,  Elizabeth  De  Bow.  John  and  Elizabeth 
(De  Bow)  Stephens  were  the  parents  of  a  son 
Stephen,  born  December  31,  1774,  who  in  turn  was 
married  on  March  5,  1803,  to  Ann  Dover,  born 
October  17,  1781.  Their  son,  Stephen  Dover  Stephens 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Stephens,  were  the 
parents  of  Charlotte  Ann,  who  became  the  wife  of 
John  W.  Simonson  as  mentioned  above.  John  W. 
Simonson  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children: 
Stephen  Dover,  born  August  20,  1853,  died,  unmarried, 
October  4,  4905;  John  William,  Jr.,  born  July  14, 
i860,  died  in  his  youth ;  Ann  Eliza,  born  July  20, 
1862,  who  died  unmarried;  and  Charles  Edgar,  of 
further  mention.  The  death  of  John  W.  Simonson 
occurred  December  28,  1882,  his  burial  taking  place 
in  the  Moravian  Cemetery. 

Charles  E.  Simonson,  youngest  child  of  John  W. 
and  Charlotte  A.  (Stephens)  Simonson,  was  born  at 
Richmond,  July  7,  1871.  His  early  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  under  private  tuition,  after  which  he  entered 
Trinity  School,  New  Brighton.  Following  his  gradua¬ 
tion  from  this  institution,  he  took  private  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  Demarest,  minister 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Port  Richmond. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Miller  and  Simonson,  successors,  in  1877,  of  John 
W.  Simonson,  as  agents  for  the  Continental  Insurance 
Company.  In  1908  he  established  his  own  offices  under 
the  title  of  C.  E.  Simonson  and  Company,  the  firm 
being  incorporated  three  years  later  under  the  same 
name.  The  main  offices  of  the  company  are  now 
located  in  the  new  St.  George  Theatre  Building, 
where  a  general  insurance  and  real  estate  business 
is  conducted. 

In  1904,  Mr.  Simonson  was  elected  a  vestryman 
and  appointed  treasurer  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  Ascension,  which  post  he  continued 
to  hold  for  many  years.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Savings  Bank,  and  vice-president  of 
the  Staten  Island  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  is  a  former  vice-president  of  the  Holland 
Society  of  New  York  and  is  much  interested  in  Island 
history  and  the  work  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences.  His  clubs  are  the  Richmond 
County  Country  Club  and  the  Staten  Island  Club, 
he  being  a  director  in  the  latter.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat  but  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Staten 
Island  Academy  and  a  director  of  the  Kiwanis  Club. 

On  January  19,  1899,  Mr.  Simonson  married,  in  New 
York  City,  May  Sexton,  the  daughter  of  William 
Libby  and  Mary  (Ladd)  Sexton.  Mrs.  Simonson  who 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  May  20,  1870,  was 
president  of  the  Women’s  League  for  Service  during 
the  World  War.  She  was  the  founder  of  the  Wood- 
row  Wilson  Foundation  and  has  since  been  promi¬ 
nent  in  honoring  the  memory  of  our  late  President 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simonson  are 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Cortelyou  William  Simonson, 
born  in  West  Brighton,  December  12,  1902.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Andover  Academy  and  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  where  he  received  his  degree 
in  Engineering.  The  Simonsons  reside  at  No.  33 
Central  Avenue,  St.  George. 


JOHN  M.  BRAISTED — Prominently  identified  in 
Richmond  County  legal  circles  and  associated  here 
with  various  institutions  of  a  financial  and  civic  na¬ 
ture,  John  M.  Braisted  has,  through  self-education 


and  diligent  application  in  his  chosen  profession,  risen 
to  an  eminent  place  in  this  community.  He  has  long 
been  recognized  as  one  of  our  able  counselors  and  en¬ 
joys  many  warm  friendships  with  his  colleagues  and 
fellow-citizens.  He  is  a  native  Staten  Islander  and  a 
descendant  of  pioneer  ancestors. 

The  name  Braisted  has  been  known  on  the  Island 
for  more  than  two  centuries,  the  first  members  of  the 
family  of  definite  record  being  Wilem  or  William 
Braisted  and  Christina  Bauman,  his  wife,  both  of 
Holland-Dutch  stock.  It  is  thought  that  they  settled 
here  about  1700  and  may  have  come  to  America  alone 
or  with  their  elders. 

William  Braisted  was  a  purchaser  of  farm  land  in 
1730,  the  occupation  of  farming  being  the  primary 
means  of  livelihood  in  those  times.  They  had  two 
sons,  namely  Johnannes  and  Andries,  baptized  1715 
and  1719  respectively,  and  as  families  were  then  pro¬ 
lific,  may  have  had  other  children.  Johannes  or  John 
Braisted,  son  of  William,  married  Trintje  Haugh- 
wout,  and  had  a  son,  Peter,  baptized  August  15,  1743. 
Record  of  Braisteds  is  then  unavailable  for  three  dec¬ 
ades  but  it  appears  again  in  the  names  of  Egbert 
Braisted  and  Rachel,  his  wife.  Egbert  Braisted,  the 
latter’s  son,  was  born  May  6,  1 773.  Further  refer¬ 
ences  disclose  another  John  Braisted,  who  married, 
February  14,  1790,  Nautchie  A.  Martling,  a  daughter 
of  John  Martling.  They  had  a  son,  Abraham 
Braisted,  who  in  the  1830’s  commanded  a  ferryboat 
between  Staten  Island  and  Manhattan.  He  resided  in 
Minthorne  Street,  Tompkinsville.  A  natural  feature 
of  Staten  Island  designated  for  the  family  years  ago 
was  Braisted  Creek,  a  southerly  branch  of  Old  Place 
Creek,  near  Bloomfield.  Just  north  of  the  latter  town 
was  the  village  of  Old  Place  (now  extinct),  both 
ancient  in  its  origin  and  settlement,  and  here  Peter 
Braisted,  the  father  of  our  John  M.  Braisted,  resided. 
This  district  was  situated  west  of  South  Avenue,  along 
the  present  Washington  Avenue,  near  the  New 
Goethals  Bridge  and  there  the  inhabitants  principally 
thrived  on  farming,  oystering  and  such  occupations  as 
were  prevalent  in  the  years  gone  by.  Peter  Braisted 
was  known  as  the  “Braisted  on  the  Mount,”  an  ele¬ 
vation  of  ground  nearby  the  lower  swamp  lands. 
Being  the  principal  seat  of  the  family  and  situated  on 
the  Creek,  it  afforded  good  harbor  for  oyster  boats, 
a  number  of  which  Peter  Braisted  successfully  oper¬ 
ated.  In  Northfield  Township  he  was  looked  upon  as 
a  worthy  scion  of  the  family,  was  influential  among  the 
townsfolks  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  old 
Summerfield  Methodist  Church  which  he  supported 
liberally  to  the  end  of  his  career.  His  first  wife  was 
Sarah  Jane  Merrell,  a  descendant  of  another  pioneer 
family,  and  their  children  were:  Peter,  Cornelius,  and 
Simpson.  By  the  second  marriage  (wife’s  name  un¬ 
known),  there  was  a  daughter,  Catherine  Decker 
Braisted. 

Cornelius  Braisted  was  born  in  1835  in  the  family 
homestead  at  “Old  Place”;  received  his  education  in 
the  District  Pay  School  and  at  a  young  age  aspired 
to  be  a  mariner.  In  his  quest  to  ship  before  the  mast 
he  served  the  usual  apprenticeship  of  a  seaman  and 
later  in  his  life  took  command  of  ocean-going  vessels. 
After  his  marriage  in  the  early  ’6o’s  to  Lavina 
Hughes,  the  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Mary  (Brai¬ 
sted)  Hughes,  he  removed  to  Tottenville  and  from 
there  continued  to  follow  his  occupation.  As  time 
passed  and  his  desire  increased  to  be  with  his  family, 
more  than  seamanship  would  permit  of,  he  gave  up 
this  calling.  Thus  in  1887  he  returned  permanently 
to  the  North  Shore  district  and  established  a  residence 
in  Graniteville,  adjacent  to  his  native  birthplace.  Em- 
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ployment  next  found  him  engaged  at  work  in  an  allied 
occupation  at  the  shipyards  of  John  H.  Starin  on  the 
Kill  van  Kull.  Being  of  a  religious  trend  of  mind  as 
was  his  father  before  him,  he  took  a  keen  interest  in 
church  affairs  and,  after  his  retirement  from  the 
Starin  company,  he  became  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
lay  reader.  For  more  than  thirty  years,  until  his 
death  in  November,  1920,  he  devoted  himself  to  this 
admirable  work,  administering  to  the  needs  of  the 
poor  and  above  all  striving  to  bring  his  people  to  the 
realization  of  the  duties  to  their  creator.  He  was  also 
well  known  in  Masonic  circles  and  was  a  member  of 
Huguenot  Lodge  of  that  order.  To  Cornelius  Brai- 
sted  and  his  wife,  Lavina  Hughes,  eleven  children 
were  born:  Charles  M.,  deceased;  William  P.,  de¬ 
ceased  (q.  v.);  Simpson  S.;  Christopher;  Horatio  A.; 
John  M.,  of  this  review;  Walter,  deceased;  Cornelia, 
now  Mrs.  Henry  Beattie  of  Graniteville;  Mabel,  wife 
of  Frederick  Schaefer  of  Eltingville;  Zillah,  residing 
with  Mrs.  Beattie  and  Eva.  Their  mother,  Mrs. 
Lavina  (Hughes)  Braisted,  passed  away  in  1921. 

John  M.  Braisted  was  born  May  28,  1880.  After  an 
education,  almost  wholly  self-acquired,  he  entered  a 
local  law  office  in  1898,  as  a  clerk.  Several  years  of 
such  experience  sufficed  to  equip  him  with  a  liberal 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  as  a  consequence  he  passed 
the  bar  examinations.  The  year  of  1905  marked  both 
his  admittance  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  the  beginning  of  a  general  practice  within  his 
calling.  Owing  to  his  training  in  various  branches  of 
legal  science,  such  as  real  estate  and  corporation  law, 
coupled  with  surrogate  procedure  and  criminal  prac¬ 
tice,  he  was  enabled  to  undertake  many  cases  of 
widely-divergent  nature.  In  this  he  was  successful, 
thus  developing  an  extensive  practice  and  becoming 
acknowledged  as  a  leading  figure  among  local  attor¬ 
neys.  By  his  many  friends  and  law  associates,  Mr. 
Braisted  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and 
high  ideals. 

He  served  for  four  years  as  assistant  district  at¬ 
torney  of  Richmond  County,  retiring  from  office  in 
1925  at  the  completion  of  his  term.  He  then  returned 
to  private  practice  in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  his 
headquarters  being  located  at  No.  2x0  Richmond  Ave¬ 
nue,  Port  Richmond.  Aside  from  his  many  duties 
within  his  profession,  he  is  interested  in  a  number  of 
Staten  Island’s  financial  institutions.  He  is  a  director 
and  counselor  for  the  Third  Ward  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  a  director  of  the  South  Shore  Savings 
and  Loan  Association  and  Counsel  for  the  Polish 
Savings  and  Loan  Association.  His  legal  societies 
include  a  directorship  in  the  Richmond  County  Bar 
Association  and  membership  in  the  New  York  State 
Bar  Association.  Being  naturally  a  supporter  of  all 
civic  movements,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Staten  Island  Kiwanis 
Club.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Richmond 
Lodge,  No.  66,  of  the  Masonic  Order;  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  Camp,  No.  1174,  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer¬ 
ica;  and  the  Junior  Order  United  American  Me¬ 
chanics.  In  religious  faith,  Mr.  Braisted  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  During  the 
late  World  War  he  was  busily  employed  on  the  local 
Draft  Board  and  was  particularly  active  in  Liberty 
Bond  drives. 

John  M.  Braisted’s  marriage  came  on  May  19, 
1906,  to  Grace  Whitaker,  a  native  of  Dongan  Hills, 
and  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  Grace  (Skews) 
Whitaker  of  that  place.  Mr.  Braisted  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  John  M.,  Jr., 
bom  in  1907,  who  was  graduated  from  Curtis  High 
School,  after  which  he  enrolled  at  Columbia  Uni¬ 


versity.  He  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
from  this  institution  in  1927  and  at  the  current  writ¬ 
ing  is  engaged  in  the  legal  course  at  Columbia  Law 
School.  When  graduated,  he  expects  to  enter  his 
father’s  law  offices  and  thus  assist  the  elder  Braisted 
in  his  multifold  duties.  2.  Wesley  W.,  born  March 
8,  1915,  attends  Curtis  High  School,  New  Brighton. 
The  Braisted  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  20 
Clinton  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


CAPTAIN  HERMAN  F.  DE  NYSE— Among 
our  older  and  more  prominent  local  families  is  that 
of  De  Nyse  or  Denyse,  represented  at  the  present 
time  more  particularly  in  this  narrative  by  Captain 
Herman  F.  De  Nyse,  who  is  of  the  ninth  generation 
in  America.  The  family  is  related  by  marriage  to 
others  of  pioneer  stock  who  played  an  important  part 
in  the  early  history  of  Long  Island,  New  Jersey 
and  Staten  Island. 

The  De  Nyses  are  of  Huguenot  origin,  of  the  aristo¬ 
cratic  class  in  France.  During  the  early  religious  con¬ 
flicts  waged  in  that  country  and  the  resultant  persecu¬ 
tions,  several  of  its  branches  fled  from  their  native 
land  to  seek  refuge  in  Holland.  Removed  from  a  life 
of  struggle  and  worry,  they  found  in  the  Netherlands 
opportunities  for  self-expression,  freedom  of  worship 
and  the  enjoyment  of  political  independence.  Certain 
of  their  number,  however,  desired  still  further  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  believed  they  would  be  enabled  to  enhance 
their  economic  status  and  build  homes  for  themselves 
in  the  New  World. 

Teunis  Nyssen  was  the  first  representative  of  the 
De  Nyse  family  to  come  to  America.  He  emigrated 
from  Bunnick,  Province  of  Utrecht,  Holland,  about 
1638  and  settled  in  New  Amsterdam  the  heart  of  the 
Dutch  colony  (later  New  York),  which  was  formed 
in  1609.  He  married  Fennetje  Jans,  the  daughter  of 
Jan  Seales,  who  was  the  widow  of  Hendrick,  the 
Boer.  In  later  years  Teunis  Nyssen  removed  to 
Gowanus,  became  the  owner  of  Flatbush  land  and 
was  appointed  a  magistrate  of  Breucklen.  His  death 
occurred  about  1685  and  among  his  many  children 
was  Dionys  or  Denyse  Nyssen,  the  youngest,  baptized 
April  12,  1654. 

It  is  through  Dionys  Nyssen  of  (Brooklyn  the  place 
now),  Long  Island,  that  an  early  association  with 
Staten  Island  came  about  in  1701.  That  year  he 
signed  a  petition  relating  to  land  purchased  by  himself 
on  Staten  Island  and  here  appears  to  have  resided 
a  portion  of  his  time  and  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace.  His  chief  occupation  was  that  of  a  master 
carpenter.  His  given  name  being  Dionys  or  Denyse 
Nyssen,  his  Staten  Island  descendants  adopted  the 
surname  Denyse  and  De  Nyse  while  other  early 
appellations  have  been  Denice,  Dionys  and  Denys. 

Dionys  Nyssen  married  (first),  on  October  22, 
1682,  Elizabeth  Polhemus,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Theo¬ 
doras  Johannes  Polhemus,  and  (second),  on  August 
12,  1685,  Helena  Cortelyou,  daughter  of  Jacques  Cor- 
telyou.  Of  their  children  one  was  Jacques  Denyse, 
born  about  1686,  who  is  the  ancestor  identified  prin¬ 
cipally  with  New  Utrecht  history.  The  latter’s  sons 
were  patriots  and  soldiers  in  the  War  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  A  sister  of  Jacques  Denyse,  Neeltje  by  name, 
married  Jacob  Vanderbilt  of  Staten  Island  and  one 
of  their  many  children  was  Cornelius.  This  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt  in  turn,  married  Phebe  Hand  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Jr.,  later 
known  as  Commodore  Vanderbilt,  the  builder  of  rail¬ 
roads  and  of  one  of  America’s  great  fortunes. 

Jacques  De  Nyse  married  Reymeriga  (or  Rymie) 
Simonson  and  they  resided  in  Brooklyn  near  the 
Narrows.  His  will,  dated  July  21,  1739.  and  recorded 
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a  few  days  later,  indicates  that  his  death  occurred 
about  that  time.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  four  children  of  whom  Denys  (or  Denice)  Denyse, 
the  eldest,  was  born  April  5,  1726. 

Denys  Denyse  received  a  grant  from  King  George 
of  England  in  1742  which  permitted  him  to  operate 
a  ferry  between  Fort  Hamilton  and  Staten  Island 
across  the  Narrows.  In  April  of  1775  records  show 
that  he  was  chosen  a  deputy  to  the  Provincial  Con¬ 
gress  of  New  York  in  order  to  resist  British  oppres¬ 
sion.  He  was  also  appointed  first  major  of  3d  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey,  on  July  23, 
1776,  and  served  with  distinction  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  His  first  marriage  had  taken  place  May  18, 
1743  to  Teuntje  Van  Brunt,  daughter  of  Rutgert 
Van  Brunt,  and  he  married  (second)  Elizabeth  Ben- 
net,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bennet,  of  Gowanus.  He  died 
September  21,  1806. 

By  his  first  wife,  Denys  Denyse  had  a  son,  Jacques 
Denyse,  who  was  born  in  1743  and  in  turn  he  married 
Ann  Schenck,  daughter  of  Gerrit  and  Jannetje 
Schenck,  of  New  Jersey.  He  is  believed  to  have 
engaged  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a  member  of 
the  famous  “Light  Horse”  troop.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  this  latter  union,  of  whom  Denyse 
Denyse  Denyse  was  the  eldest. 

Denyse  Denyse  Denyse  (the  great-grandfather  of 
our  present  Captain  Herman  F.  De  Nyse),  bore  a 
full  share  of  the  family  name  as  is  evident  by  his 
triple  title.  He  was  born  in  September,  1766,  and 
later  removed  to  Staten  Island  to  take  up  his  resi¬ 
dence.  The  War  of  18x2  found  him  a  participant,  he 
being  ranked  as  a  captain.  He  died  December  17,  1845, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  his  widow,  Mary  (Sea- 
bury)  Denyse,  died  August  18,  1849,  at  the  age  of 
eighty.  Their  children  were  a  daughter,  Anne  Lyon, 
who  married  General  Beekman  Van  Beuren  of  Staten 
Island;  Denyse  Denyse,  and  others.  Their  father  is 
buried  in  Silvermont  Cemetery.  Denyse  Denyse 
served  as  an  officer  in  the  Mexican  War,  was  well 
known  on  Staten  Island  and  one  of  the  charter  mem¬ 
bers  of  old  Richmond  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  He  married  Elizabeth  Oakley  Crocheron, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Crocheron,  and  they  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children,  Israel  C.,  Anna,  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Dr.  Frank  Martindale;  Mortimer,  Henry  and 
Van  Rensselaer.  St.  Andrew’s  Church  yard  is  the 
burial  place  of  these  elder  Denyses 

In  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  and 
earlier  forebears  who  had  aided  their  country  in  time 
of  strife,  Mortimer  Denyse  joined  the  Northern 
Army  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  He  was 
attached  to  Company  A,  133d  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  served  with  distinction  throughout  that  great 
struggle  between  the  Union  of  the  States  and  the 
Confederacy.  Upon  returning  from  southern  battle¬ 
fields  he  again  took  up  civilian  life  on  Staten  Island. 
In  1879  he  and  his  family  removed  from  Tompkins- 
ville  to  the  village  of  Richmond  and  in  the  “Staten 
Island  Directory”  of  1893  he  is  listed  as  living  there 
in  Center  Street.  He  followed  clerical  work  and 
accounting.  His  death  occurred  in  189^,  and  in  the 
Directory  of  1897  his  widow  was  recorded  as  living 
in  Stapleton,  at  No.  10  Wright  Street.  She  died  in 
1912  and  was  buried  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery, 
where  her  husband  also  was  laid  at  rest. 

Mortimer  Denyse  and  his  wife,  Anna  E.  Vitt,  the 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Anna  E.  (Benges)  Vitt  of 
old  Staten  Island  families,  had  the  following  children : 
Louise  V.,  Anna  A.,  Herman  F.,  and  Mortimer. 

Captain  Herman  F.  De  Nyse  was  born  March  2, 
1878  in  Tompkinsville  and  was  taken  to  Richmond 
by  his  parents  the  year  following  his  birth.  He  at¬ 


tended  public  school  in  that  village  and  later  in  Staple- 
ton.  At  an  early  age  he  developed  a  liking  for  the 
sea  and  evinced  a  desire  to  become  a  mariner.  This 
wish  was  to  be  gratified,  as  a  few  years  later  he  went 
on  board  an  ocean  vessel  as  an  apprentice.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  a  license  as  Master  and  Pilot  of 
Steam  Vessels  was  granted  him  by  the  United  States 
Government  and  he  forthwith  took  command  of  a 
merchant  ship. 

After  remaining  in  the  latter  service,  which  was 
marked  by  his  control  of  other  vessels,  until  1917,  he 
entered  the  United  States  Naval  Service  as  a  com¬ 
manding  officer  during  the  World  War.  Thus,  through 
his  participation  in  this  conflict  the  branch  of  De 
Nyse  family  of  which  he  is  a  member  has  been  rep¬ 
resented  in  each  of  the  major  wars  fought  by  our 
country. 

At  the  present  time  Captain  De  Nyse  is  engaged 
as  an  appraiser  and  maritime  surveyor  wherein  he 
is  rendering  expert  service  for  various  Marine  In¬ 
surance  Companies.  Since  1902  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Masters  and  Pilots  Association.  He  is  also 
identified  with  Tompkins  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Staten  Island  Masonic  Club,  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Yacht  Club  and  in  the  work  and  sup¬ 
port  of  civic  bodies.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with 
the  Brighton  Heights  Reformed  Church. 

In  1904,  Captain  De  Nyse  married  Marion  E.  Hous¬ 
ton,  of  Sullivan  County,  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Caroline  (Bennett)  Houston.  Her  grand¬ 
father  Houston  came  from  Scotland  but  her  mother’s 
family  has  been  in  this  country  since  Colonial  times. 
Mrs.  De  Nyse  is  active  in  various  local  societies 
for  public  welfare.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Marion  H.,  who  was  graduated  from  Cor¬ 
nell  University,  B.  A.,  class  of  1927,  and  married, 
in  1930,  Joseph  Morgan  Decker;  Franklin  V.,  who 
attended  Manlius  Military  Academy.  The  De  Nyse 
home  is  located  at  No.  252  Myrtle  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton. 


JOSEPH  FUNCK  —Numbered  among  our  local 
men  in  the  field  of  science  and  invention,  Joseph 
Funck  devoted  the  greater  portion  of  his  professional 
career  to  the  creation  and  perfection  of  mechanical 
devices  for  coastal  beacons  in  the  service  of  our 
national  government.  His  work  was  principally  con¬ 
cerned  with  efficient  illumination  and  the  designing 
of  lights  which  would  burn  consistently  in  the  face 
of  adverse  weather  conditions.  Mr.  Funck,  whose 
death  occurred  in  1898,  was  a  resident  of  Tompkins¬ 
ville  and  for  thirty-five  years  was  superintendent  of 
the  Lamp  Department  of  the  Third  Lighthouse  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  United  States,  headquarters  of  which 
have  been  located  for  years  near  the  St.  George 
ferry  terminal. 

Joseph  Funck  was  a  native  of  Luxembourg,  a  State 
that  for  decades  was  sought  by  both  Germany  and 
France  as  a  permanent  possession,  but  which  at  the 
time  of  his  birth,  in  1826,  was  a  French  province. 

He  received  a  fitting  education  in  his  home  land 
and  as  a  young  man  journeyed  to  the  United  States, 
being  accompanied  by  his  brothers,  Michael  and  Jean. 
Michael  Funck  settled  in  New  York  and  Jean  took 
up  his  residence  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  while  Joseph 
crossed  the  bay  to  Staten  Island  and  soon  began  his 
association  with  the  Third  Lighthouse  District  that 
was  to  be  of  long  duration. 

Besides  evincing  deep  interest  in  his  daily  tasks 
that  soon  was  manifest  in  a  promotion,  Joseph  Funck 
devoted  himself  assiduously  to  a  scientific  study  of 
lighthouse  conditions  and  chiefly  to  the  various  meth¬ 
ods  of  illumination  that  were  constantly  being  applied. 
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He  engaged  in  special  research  work  and  experimen¬ 
tation.  His  specific  field  of  study  and  invention  em¬ 
braced  oil  burning  lamps  with  which  our  lighthouses 
were  supplied  during  the  nineteenth  century.  He 
realized  that  lard  oil,  which  had  its  advantages,  was 
liable  to  congeal  in  cold  weather,  a  difficulty  which 
was  soon  overcome  by  his  invention  of  a  reservoir 
above  the  flame  having  a  supply  tube  leading  to  the 
burner.  Knowing  that  there  was  also  a  possibility 
of  oil  feeding  too  fast,  he  invented  the  Funck  Hy¬ 
draulic  Float-Lamp  in  which  the  flow  of  oil  was 
regulated  by  a  piston  placed  in  an  enlarged  portion 
of  the  supply  tube  and  carrying  on  its  upper  surface 
a  conical  projection.  This  increased  or  diminished 
the  size  of  the  supplying  orifice  in  accordance  with 
the  rapidity  of  combustion.  Thus  the  report  of  the 
United  States  Lighthouse  Board  for  1868  stated  that 
the  superiority  of  the  lamp  thus  equipped  had  then 
been  established  by  the  trial  of  a  number  of  years 
and  that  twenty-two  were  in  use.  Later  this  number 
was  increased  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-six.  As 
time  went  on  practically  every  lighthouse  along  the 
United  States  Coast  made  use  of  this  special  light 
which  he  had  patented.  His  invention  not  only  was 
of  vast  utility  from  the  viewpoint  of  constant  illu¬ 
mination,  but  also  served  to  lessen  the  cost  of  main¬ 
tenance  of  lighthouses  in  general.  He  was  also  in¬ 
strumental  in  installing  the  first  light  in  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  in  Upper  New  York  Bay. 

Testimonials  were  received  by  Mr.  Funck  in  1873 
from  many  distant  districts  of  the  Lighthouse  De¬ 
partment,  certifying  the  value  of  his  invention.  He 
received  a  medal  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  1876 
and  similar  honors  from  England,  Germany,  France 
and  Russia.  The  United  States  Navy,  the  Coast 
Guard  and  the  army,  as  well  as  Congress,  joined 
heartily  in  commending  him  on  his  work.  In  his 
collection  of  United  States  Reports  he  gathered 
enough  material  on  this  special  subject  to  make  five 
large  volumes,  of  the  period  from  1874  to  1892. 

Mr.  Funck  continued  his  association  with  the  Third 
Lighthouse  District  of  the  United  States  and  finally 
rose  to  the  post  of  superintendent  of  the  lamp  de¬ 
partment  in  this  district.  He  also  conducted  experi¬ 
ments  and  succeeded  in  inventing  and  perfecting  the 
famous  student’s  lamp  which  has  been  an  invaluable 
aid  to  clerical  work  and  to  evening  reading  and  study. 
While  serving  the  government  Mr.  Funck  succeeded 
in  supplementing  his  early  education,  by  dint  of  special 
study  and  familiarity  with  the  works  of  the  best 
scholars  and  authors  of  all  times.  Science  in  gen¬ 
eral  was  his  main  interest. 

By  nature  he  was  of  courteous  and  kindly  mien, 
willing  to  assist  in  public  affairs  to  the  full  extent 
of  his  energy  and  means.  He  was  highly-regarded 
in  his  home  community  and  one  of  his  fondest  inter¬ 
ests  lay  in  the  field  of  education.  He  served  as  a 
trustee  of  No.  4  school  district  in  Castleton  and  as 
a  tribute  to  his  work  in  this  office  his  name  is 
carved  in  stone  over  the  entrance  of  Public  School 
No.  16.  He  was  also  active  in  securing  the  erection 
of  the  building  which  now  houses  this  school  on 
Daniel  Low  Terrace.  Outside  of  Staten  Island  he 
had  several  associations.  By  religious  persuasion  he 
was  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and  was  an  unosten¬ 
tatious  supporter  of  charities  fostered  by  his  church. 

Mr.  Funck  married  Agnes  Marchand,  a  native  of 
Bel  ford,  France,  who  had  come  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  four, 
having  a  sister  and  two  brothers.  Her  death  came 
January  6,  1893,  after  a  long  illness,  in  her  sixty-sec¬ 
ond  year,  leaving  her  husband,  a  son,  Adrian  G.,  and 
a  daughter,  Agnes  Virginia.  Adrian  G.  Funck  died  in 


1896,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven,  leaving  a  widow,  Mrs. 
Selma  (Lilienthal)  Funck  and  four  children.  Agnes 
Virginia  Funck  married  P.  A.  Hart,  mentioned  in 
the  following  review. 

Joseph  Funck  passed  away  on  June  4,  1898  at  his 
residence.  He  had  won  world-wide  renown  through 
his  inventions  and  had  earned  the  respect  and  admira¬ 
tion  of  all  who  had  been  privileged  to  know  him. 


PATRICK  ALBERT  HART— In  the  world  of 
sport,  there  is  nothing  to  excel  horsemanship  for  the 
length  of  time  it  has  endured,  or  for  the  thrill  it 
brings  to  the  onlooker  as  well  as  the  rider  and  his 
mount.  It  has  been  the  sport  of  knights  of  old,  whose 
horses  carried  them  to  victory  in  tournaments  watched 
by  kings  and  queens.  Fox  hunting  itself  was  the 
delight  of  George  Washington  in  Colonial  days.  In 
spite  of  the  avalanche  of  automobiles,  the  breeding 
of  fine  horses  still  occupies  the  attention  of  those 
who  appreciate  the  horse  as  the  animal  which  re¬ 
sponds  most  quickly  to  his  master’s  wish. 

On  Staten  Island  the  name  of  Patrick  A.  Hart  is 
recalled  whenever  one  thinks  of  the  Richmond  County 
Hunt  Club  and  its  scarlet-coated  members  riding  over 
our  hills  and  fields,  for  he  was  one  of  the  great 
horsemen  of  our  Island.  He  was  born  June  4,  1864, 
the  son  of  Patrick  Hart,  of  substantial  Irish  ancestry, 
who  was  a  successful  contractor,  and  of  his  wife 
Anne.  Mr.  Hart  became  known  as  an  all  round 
athlete  early  in  his  life.  His  athletic  activities  began 
with  aquatic  sports  and  brought  him  honors  as  an 
oarsman  in  1890,  while  his  prowess  as  a  swimmer 
enabled  him  at  least  once  to  save  the  life  of  a  less 
capable  man.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Staten  Island  Athletic  Club  and  rowed  in  their  four- 
oared  barge  at  their  annual  regatta,  May  30,  1890, 
as  well  as  on  many  other  occasions.  It  was,  however, 
as  a  horseman  that  he  became  best  known,  being 
past  M.  F.  H.  of  the  Richmond  County  Hunt  Club, 
winner  of  many  blue  ribbons  for  the  display  of  thor¬ 
oughbred  hunters  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  and 
manager  of  the  horse  shows  at  our  county  fairs.  His 
hunter  “Amherst,”  by  clearing  six  feet  eight  inches 
on  October  n,  1898,  established  a  world  record; 
and  his  sorrel  gelding  “Nicholas”  won  the  inter¬ 
national  cup  in  the  hunter  class  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  in  November,  1910.  He  was  an  expert  of 
the  Staten  Island  Polo  Club  and  was  often  the  judge 
of  events  in  which  he  was  not  competing. 

Apart  from  his  devotion  to  athletics,  Mr.  Hart, 
after  a  good  education  in  public  and  private  schools, 
became  interested  in  the  contracting  business  estab¬ 
lished  by  his  father.  He  displayed  remarkable  ability 
in  practical  affairs  which  brought  him  into  promi¬ 
nence  in  industrial  and  financial  matters. 

Mr.  Hart  married,  March  2,  1897,  Agnes  Vir¬ 
ginia  Funck,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Funck  of  Tomp- 
kinsville,  (see  preceding  sketch),  and  widely  known 
as  a  charter  member  of  the  King’s  Daughters.  The 
wedding  was  among  the  social  events  of  the  season. 

Mr.  Hart  was  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Driv¬ 
ing  Club,  the  Cricket  Club,  the  Country  Club,  Staten 
Island  Boat  Club,  Arthur  Kill  Yacht  Club  and  the 
Civic  League.  He  was  a  communicant  of  St.  Peter’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  a  benefactor  of  Notre 
Dame  Academy  on  Grymes  Hill.  In  politics  he  was 
a  lifelong  Democrat. 

Mr.  Hart  died  January  15,  1919,  at  his  home  No. 
190  Daniel  Low  Terrace,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years.  He  left  behind  a  reputation  as  a  public- 
spirited  and  broadminded  citizen  who  had  the  best 
interests  of  Staten  Island  always  at  heart.  His  only 
son,  James  Albert,  died  in  1907,  aged  eight;  the  one 
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child  to  survive  him  was  his  daughter  Virginia, 
who  is  talented  in  music  and  the  art  of  dancing.  She 
resides  with  her  mother  at  the  family  residence  on 
Daniel  Low  Terrace. 


OLAF  A.  MYHRE — Determination  to  succeed 
and  constant  application  to  the  duties  of  his  chosen 
profession  are  the  factors  which  have  enabled  Mr. 
Myhre  to  establish  himself  as  a  reliable  builder  and 
contractor.  Through  the  skillful  construction  of  many 
private  homes  and  the  development  of  local  prop¬ 
erties,  ably  handled  under  his  supervision,  he  has 
gained  a  reputation  as  a  progressive  citizen  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough. 

The  birth  of  Olaf  A.  Myhre  occurred  May  9,  1889 
in  the  village  of  Giving,  near  Risor,  Norway,  he 
being  one  of  the  several  children  of  Andreas  and 
Anna  (Thorbjornsen)  Myhre.  The  Myhre  and  Thorb- 
jornsen  families  have  long  been  resident  in  Norway, 
particularly  in  the  village  of  Giving,  where  their 
names  are  of  record  as  early  as  1600.  From  that 
date  to  more  modern  times,  their  representatives 
have  generally  followed  occupations  of  a  maritime 
nature  and  have  been  recognized  as  sturdy,  inde¬ 
pendent  folk,  whose  principal  devotions  have  been  to 
their  homes  and  families.  They  have  also  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  public  affairs  within  their  native  towns  and 
in  a  larger  sense  in  their  country’s  development. 

As  a  youth  Mr.  Myhre  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  birthplace  and  then,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years,  he  came  to  America.  For  two  years 
thereafter  he  was  employed  as  a  carpenter  for  various 
companies  operating  in  New  York,  Brooklyn  and 
New  Jersey.  In  1907  he  came  to  Staten  Island  where 
he  has  engaged  successfully  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  Being  interested,  from  a  civic  as  well  as 
business  standpoint,  in  the  development  of  this  dis¬ 
trict  about  West  New  Brighton,  and  in  the  creation 
of  substantial  residences,  he  has  lent  appreciable  aid 
to  the  general  advancement  of  property  hereabouts. 
The  greater  portion  of  his  time  and  attention  has 
been  given  to  development  and  re-development  activ¬ 
ities,  the  latter  being  followed  on  a  wide  scope  in 
the  case  of  the  old  Rokeby  Estate  on  Bard  Avenue. 
Through  his  efforts  the  value  and  desirability  of 
relatively  large  property  holdings  has  been  greatly 
enhanced.  Most  of  his  work  has  been  concerned 
with  the  erection  of  private  homes  in  better-known 
residential  sections  of  our  Island. 

Within  his  profession  Mr.  Myhre  is  a  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board  and  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  also  identified 
with  other  societies  of  a  like  nature.  He  has  always 
willingly  volunteered  his  support  of  public  move¬ 
ments  of  a  diverse  character,  including  many  civic 
and  charitable  institutions  in  this  borough.  Being  of  a 
generous  nature  and  a  man  to  whom  the  love  of  his 
home  and  family  provides  his  strongest  attachment, 
he  is  well  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

Apart  from  his  business  interests  and  family  ties, 
Mr.  Myhre  values  his  connection  with  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Free  Church  Association  of  America,  of 
which  he  was  secretary  for  eleven  years.  He  is  at 
present  a  trustee  of  this  church,  acts  as  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Society  and 
is  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Olaf  A.  Myhre  married,  in  1911,  Gertrude  Gunder¬ 
son,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Marie  (Anderson) 
Gunderson,  and  a  native  of  the  same  village  in  Nor¬ 
way  in  which  Mr.  Myhre  was  born.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  at  an  early  age  and  settled  with  her 
parents  in  Port  Richmond  about  1900.  Like  her  hus¬ 
band,  Mrs.  Myhre  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Nor¬ 


wegian  Free  Church  Association  and  is  a  devoted 
wife  and  mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myhre  are  the  parents 
of  eight  children:  Agnes,  Mildred,  Florence,  Ber¬ 
nard,  Edna,  Ruth,  Grace  and  Olaf  A.,  Jr.  The 
Myhre  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  159  Palmer 
Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


HON.  FRANK  S.  GANNON— Tracing  back  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four  years  since  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  New  York  succeeded  the  early  Provin¬ 
cial  Court  and  began  to  function  under  the  illustri¬ 
ous  John  Jay,  who,  in  1777,  was  appointed  its  pre¬ 
siding  Judge  by  an  ordinance  of  convention,  only  four 
Staten  Islanders  have  held  this  high  judicial  position. 
Of  these,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  and  Ogden  Edwards 
became  residents  of  Staten  Island,  subsequent  to  the 
date  of  their  elevation  to  the  bench  of  that  Court. 
The  others,  Lester  W.  Clark  and  Frank  S.  Gannon, 
were  elected  and  appointed  respectively  direct  from 
our  community  in  more  recent  times.  While  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  which  is  now  included  in  the  Second 
Judiciary  District,  has  not  been  favored  numerically 
with  representatives  in  that  position,  it  can,  neverthe¬ 
less,  point  with  pride  and  satisfaction  to  men  of  emi¬ 
nent  standing  who  have  held  this  honored  office  and 
resided  within  its  confines. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  appointed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  from  the  city  of  New  York  in  1804.  He  be¬ 
came  Governor  of  the  State  in  1807,  removed  to 
Staten  Island  in  1814,  and  was  elected  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States  in  1817.  Ogden  Edwards  was  a 
grandson  of  the  famous  Connecticut  preacher,  Jona¬ 
than  Edwards,  and  also  lived  in  New  York  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment  to  the  bench,  but  during  his  term 
of  office  chose  West  New  Brighton  for  a  home  site, 
in  1820.  He  first  lived  in  the  Dongan  Mansion  and 
later  in  the  Scott- Edwards  home,  where  he  passed 
away  in  1862,  in  his  eighty-first  year.  Lester  W. 
Clark  was  elected  in  1906  and  lived  in  New  Brighton 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  until  his  death  in  1922.  The 
record  of  Judge  Gannon  and  his  family  began  here 
nearly  fifty  years  ago  when  Frank  S.  Gannon,  Sr., 
the  father,  came  here  as  an  official  of  the  Staten 
Island  Rapid  Transit. 

Descendant  of  an  old  Irish  and  English  ancestry, 
Judge  Gannon,  on  his  paternal  side,  is  the  grandson 
of  John  and  Mary  (Clancy)  Gannon,  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  a  sailing  vessel,  coming  from  Roscommon, 
Ireland,  about  1850.  They  settled  in  this  State,  first 
at  Spring  Valley  and  latterly  in  Port  Jervis,  where 
John  Gannon  was  employed  with  the  Erie  Railroad, 
which  he  served  for  a  half  century.  To  this  first  gen¬ 
eration  of  the  Gannon  family  in  America  were  born 
nine  children:  Frank  S.,  Sr.,  of  whom  further;  John, 
Edward,  James,  all  of  whom  likewise  became  rail¬ 
road  men;  Thomas,  a  merchant  of  Port  Jervis;  Bern¬ 
ard,  County  Clerk  of  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey; 
Mary,  who  married  Victor  Cumberson,  of  New  York; 
Elizabeth,  unmarried,  and  Catherine,  who  married 
John  McGaven  of  Port  Jervis. 

Frank  S.  Gannon,  Sr.,  the  father  of  Judge  Gannon, 
was  born  at  Spring  Valley,  September  16,  1851.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Port  Jervis. 
Naturally  inheriting  an  inclination  for  railroading 
from  his  father,  he  began  his  career  as  a  telegraph 
operator  on  the  Delaware  division  of  the  same  road, 
when  just  past  sixteen  years  of  age.  From  this  ap¬ 
parently  humble  beginning,  he  had  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  many  of  the  leading  railroad  executives 
by  rapidly  rising  in  his  chosen  field  of  work.  In 
April,  1870,  he  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  president  of  the  Jersey  Midland  Railroad,  now 
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known  as  the  New  York,  Susquehanna  and  Western, 
part  of  the  Erie  system.  In  this  employ  he  served  as 
the  president’s  private  clerk  for  a  time  and  then 
became  train  dispatcher  for  the  road.  In  1875  he 
went  to  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  how  a  division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Company.  There  he  successfully 
filled  the  positions  of  train  dispatcher,  depot  master 
and  master  of  transportation.  Serving  several  years 
with  this  road,  he,  in  1881,  was  made  supervisor  of 
trains  on  the  Pittsburgh  Division  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.  After  three  months  in  this  post  he 
became  general  superintendent  of  the  New  York  and 
Northern  road.  In  August,  1886,  he  resigned  from 
this  company  to  take  the  position  of  general  superin¬ 
tendent  and  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Rapid 
Transit.  To  this  responsibility  was  later  added,  in 
1890,  the  same  office  with  the  New  York  division  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  During  his  tenure 
of  office  on  Staten  Island  he  did  much  to  promote  bet¬ 
ter  transportation  facilities  and  here  became  widely 
acquainted  and  highly  respected. 

Still  more  responsible  positions  were  enjoyed  by 
him.  After  serving  for  some  time  as  president  of  the 
New  York  Railway  Company,  which  operated  trolley 
service  in  New  York  City,  he  became  associated  with 
the  Washington-Newport  News  Shore  Line  of  the 
Norfolk  and  Southern  in  a  like  capacity.  The  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Southern  Railway  subsequently  elected 
him  vice-president  and  general  manager.  During  the 
years  of  his  marked  success  in  the  field  of  railroad¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Gannon  resided  on  Staten  Island  until  1897, 
later  in  New  York,  and  in  Washington,  eventually 
returning  to  the  metropolis,  where  he  rose  to  the 
zenith  of  his  career  as  president  of  the  Montana, 
Wyoming  and  Southern  Railroad,  which  post  he  held 
until  his  death  in  1922. 

He  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  unusual  ability  and 
foresight  in  his  special  field,  that  of  railroad  execu- 
tiveship  and  maintenance,  and  for  several  years  he 
was  also  engaged  as  a  consulting  expert  on  railroad 
problems.  He  had  several  associations  of  a  profes¬ 
sional  and  business  nature.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Railroad  Company,  the 
John  Good  Cordage  and  Machine  Company  and  other 
enterprises  and  was  president  of  both  the  Richmond 
Land  Company  and  the  Rapid  Transit  branch  of  the 
Cooperative  Building  Bank  of  New  York.  A  thor¬ 
ough  railroad  man,  progressive  and  a  strict  disciplin¬ 
arian,  he  confined  his  personal  affiliations  mostly  to 
such  affairs,  having  been  treasurer  of  the  Railroad 
Employees’  Mutual  Benefit  Association  and  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  Service  Association.  However,  he  held  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Manhattan  Club  of  New  York  and  a 
few  other  more  social  organizations.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  a  devoted  member  of  St.  Peter’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church  of  New  Brighton  and  aided 
liberally  in  the  work  of  the  parish. 

He  married  Marietta  Burrows,  bom  in  Honesdale, 
Pennsylvania,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Anne 
Burrows.  William  Burrows  came  from  London, 
England,  about  the  middle  of  the  past  century,  and 
was  identified  with  the  manufacture  of  glass  at  Bing¬ 
hamton,  New  York,  where  his  sons,  William  W.  and 
Walter  R.  Burrows,  were  also  engaged.  To  Frank 
S.  Gannon,  Sr.,  and  his  wife,  Marietta  (Burrows) 
Gannon,  were  born  eight  children:  John  W.,  a  civil 
engineer  residing  in  Manhattan;  Frank  S.,  Jr.,  of  this 
review;  Benedicta,  who  married  J.  Kostka  Summers, 
also  of  Manhattan;  James  A.,  a  prominent  surgeon  of 
Washington,  D.  C.;  Gregory,  engaged  in  mercantile 
activities  in  New  York  City;  William  E.,  a  resident 


of  Washington  and  engaged  in  secretarial  work; 
T.  Albert,  in  the  commercial  advertising  business  in 
Chicago;  and  Rev.  Father  Robert  I.  Gannon,  S.  J., 
dean  of  St.  Peter’s  College,  Jersey  City. 

The  early  boyhood  of  Hon.  Frank  S.  Gannon  was 
spent  on  Long  Island  City,  where  he  was  born  De¬ 
cember  16,  1877.  Upon  the  removal  of  his  family  to 
Staten  Island,  he  attended  St.  Peter’s  Academy.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  preliminary  schooling  he  entered  the  col¬ 
lege  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  in  New  York,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1898  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Continuing  his  studies,  he 
received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1899.  At 
St.  Francis  Xavier  he  was  prominent  in  athletics  and 
in  student  activities,  being  captain  of  the  football  and 
baseball  teams,  and  editor  of  the  college  paper, 
“Xavier.”  Upon  leaving  this  institution  he  entered 
the  New  York  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1900. 
He  was  immediately  admitted  to  the  bar  and  acquired 
his  first  legal  experience  in  the  offices  of  Tracy, 
Boardman  and  Platt,  one  of  the  then  famous  law 
firms  of  New  York,  composed  of  General  Benjamin 
F.  Tracy,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  A.  B. 
Boardman,  then  counsel  for  the  Staten  Island  Rail¬ 
road,  and  F.  H.  Platt,  son  of  United  States  Senator 
Thomas  C.  Platt.  Judge  Gannon  remained  with  this 
firm  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  became 
one  of  the  members  of  Murphy,  Curry  and  Gannon, 
with  offices  in  Manhattan.  About  a  year  later  Mr. 
Murphy  retired,  the  firm  name  becoming  Gannon  and 
Curry.  In  1907,  a  new  partnership  was  formed  under 
the  title  of  Gannon,  Sierbert  and  Riggs,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  No.  2  Rector  Street.  They  continued 
thirteen  years  and  carried  on  a  large  general  practice, 
Judge  Gannon  having  done  most  of  the  court  work. 
For  several  years  up  to  this  period,  Judge  Gannon 
was  trial  counsel  for  the  New  York  City  Railways. 
By  this  time  he  had  attained  a  high  standing  in  his 
profession  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  better 
known  attorneys  in  the  metropolitan  district.  Pos¬ 
sessed  of  a  rich  knowledge  of  law,  coupled  with  other 
necessary  qualifications,  his  ability  as  a  jurist  was 
apparent  and  thus  he  received  an  appointment  in  1920 
to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  He  was  elevated  to  the  bench 
by  ex-Justice  Nathan  L.  Miller,  then  Governor  of 
New  York.  Though  only  forty-three  years  of  age  at 
the  time,  Judge  Gannon’s  record  in  the  Supreme 
Court  amply  sustained  the  wisdom  of  nomination  by 
his  party  to  contend  for  that  office  in  the  regular  elec¬ 
tions  of  1922.  However,  in  the  overwhelming  elec¬ 
tion  of  Alfred  E.  Smith  for  Governor,  who  ran 
against  Governor  Miller  in  that  year,  most  of  the 
metropolitan  New  York  Republican  ticket  was  de¬ 
feated  as  well  as  Judge  Gannon  himself. 

Politically,  the  Gannon  family  has  always  been 
staunchly  Republican.  Judge  Gannon’s  grandfather, 
John  Gannon,  was  a  warm  admirer  of  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln,  and  during  the  reelection  of  our  great  patriot 
he  was  among  Lincoln’s  ardent  supporters.  Repeat¬ 
edly  called  upon  to  lead  a  forlorn  hope,  so  to  speak, 
Judge  Gannon  has  unselfishly  served  his  party  as 
head  of  the  ticket  on  Staten  Island.  Twice  he  has 
consented  to  be  the  Republican-Fusion  candidate  for 
the  president  of  Richmond  Borough,  but  has  never 
been  otherwise  active  in  political  life,  excepting  in  an 
advisory  capacity  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  During 
the  year  that  Charles  Evans  Hughes,  ex-United  States 
Supreme  Court  Justice  and  former  Governor  of  New 
York,  and  Woodrow  Wilson,  ex-president  of  Prince¬ 
ton  University  and  latterly  Governor  of  the  State  of 
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New  Jersey,  were  candidates  for  the  Presidency, 
Judge  Gannon  was  a  member  of  the  Central  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  the  Hughes  College  League  of 
Voters. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  he  resumed  more  actively  the  practice  of  law, 
in  which  he  still  continues.  In  addition  to  this,  he  has 
a  number  of  important  connections,  being  a  director 
of  the  Montana,  Wyoming  and  Southern  Railroad, 
and  the  State  Bank  of  Richmond  County.  His  offices 
are  at  No.  165  Broadway,  New  York,  and  at  No.  26 
Bay  Street,  St.  George,  Staten  Island. 

Judge  Gannon’s  main  interests  have  been  essen¬ 
tially  directed  as  an  efficient  member  of  the  bar,  as  a 
loyal  supporter  of  his  community  and  as  a  highly- 
cultured  man  of  letters. 

His  professional  affiliations  include  the  following: 
The  Richmond  County  Bar  Association,  the  Bar  As¬ 
sociation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  the  New  York 
County  Bar  Association,  the  Bar  Association  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  the  American  Bar  Association 
and  the  Lawyers’  Club  of  New  York.  Other  mem¬ 
berships  include:  The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art, 
the  Municipal  Art  League,  the  Press  Club,  and  the 
Mummers  Club,  all  of  New  York;  the  Brooklyn 
Museum  of  Art,  the  Brooklyn  Club,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  that  city,  and  the  State  Institute  of  Ap¬ 
plied  Agriculture  of  Long  Island.  Further  are  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
Staten  Island  Club  and  the  Richmond  County  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  all  of  his  home  community;  and  St.  Francis 
Xavier  Alumni  Association,  the  St.  Francis  Xavier 
Sodality,  the  Catholic  Club  of  New  York,  the  Oz- 
anam  Association,  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick 
and  Assumption  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus  of 
Staten  Island.  Some  of  these  organizations  were 
served  by  him  in  high  office,  such  as  the  presidency 
and  as  a  member  of  their  various  executive  com¬ 
mittees. 

Except  for  several  years  in  early  boyhood  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  his  father  filled  official  positions  away 
from  the  New  York  district,  Judge  Gannon  has  al¬ 
ways  lived  on  Staten  Island.  It  might  be  stated  that 
he  grew  up  here  and  after  his  marriage  in  1910  he  has 
permanently  made  this  community  his  place  of  resi¬ 
dence.  He  was  among  the  first  residents  of  Castleton 
Park  in  New  Brighton.  Since  then  he  has  taken  a  vital 
interest  in  local  civic  affairs  and  has  aided  generously 
of  his  time  and  means  in  worthy  causes  affecting  the 
welfare  of  Staten  Island  and  its  citizens.  He  spon¬ 
sored  a  bill  for  the  pensioning  of  ferryboat  employees, 
which  was  successfully  passed  before  the  Legislature 
and  during  the  World  War  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Home  Defense  League.  He  serves  as  a  director  of 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
and  in  the  recent  drive  for  funds  needed  in  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  at  West  New  Brighton 
he  was  chairman  of  that  campaign.  Recently  he  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  hos¬ 
pital  and  from  time  to  time  his  name  has  appeared 
along  with  other  eminent  Island  citizens  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  different  worthwhile  movements.  Talented 
as  a  public  speaker,  he  early  began  to  exhibit  such 
ability  as  a  member  of  the  Public  Lecture  Course  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  following  his  graduation  from 
New  York  Law  School.  Frequently  he  has  been 
heard  as  a  speaker  on  Staten  Island,  much  to  the  ap¬ 
preciation  of  audiences  at  important  Island  events. 

Hon.  Frank  S.  Gannon  married,  April  5,  1910,  Fran¬ 
ces  Foley,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Catherine 
(Coughlin)  Foley  of  Hoboken,  New  Jersey.  Michael 
Foley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  brought  to  this  coun¬ 


try  by  his  parents  about  the  same  time  that  Judge 
Gannon’s  grandfather  came  here.  He  became  a  suc¬ 
cessful  builder  in  Hoboken.  His  wife,  Catherine 
Coughlin,  also  of  Irish  parentage,  was  born  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Gannon  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Frank  S.,  3d, 
Marjorie,  Marietta,  Bernard  M.,  and  Natalie.  At 
his  beautiful  home,  No.  175  Clinton  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton,  Judge  Gannon  is  enabled  to  indulge  in 
his  taste  for  good  literature,  the  enjoyment  of  his 
well-appointed  gardens,  and  the  companionship  of  his 
splendid  family.  At  Fairlee,  Vermont,  where  he  has 
his  summer  home,  he  and  his  family  are  well  known 
among  the  other  summer  residents.  Slightly  over  his 
fifty-third  year,  Judge  Gannon  has  attained  some  of 
the  highest  honors  in  his  profession  and  has  likewise 
been  accorded  an  enviable  social  position,  together 
with  the  esteem  and  deep  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  into  contact. 


HON.  DAVID  S.  RENDT — In  various  depart¬ 
ments  of  public  life  there  are  men  in  the  leadership 
of  such  affairs  whose  experience  in  administrative 
office  calls  for  a  keen  perception  of  human  under¬ 
standing,  technical  learning  and  executive  ability. 
The  first  and  last  mentioned  of  these  foregoing  at¬ 
tributes  are  more  generally  constituted  in  the  native 
ability  of  an  individual;  technical  learning,  however, 
is  acquired  principally  through  education  but  for¬ 
tunately  for  an  alert  mind  it  can  be  acquired  by  self¬ 
application  and  experience  in  one’s  career. 

Here  in  Richmond  Borough,  heading  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Works,  in  the  personage  of  David 
S.  Rendt,  we  have  a  commissioner  of  such  descrip¬ 
tion.  In  addition  to  his  post  in  municipal  affairs  he 
has  been  associated  with  the  councils  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  and  now  graces  that  organization  as 
chairman  of  the  county  committee. 

Mr.  Rendt  was  born  in  Tompkinsville,  April  16, 
1873,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Amelia  (Halliday) 
Rendt.  The  first  of  the  Rendt  family  to  come  to 
Staten  Island  was  his  grandfather,  August  Rendt, 
who  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  settled  in  Staple- 
ton  where  he  was  a  baker.  Since  1845  the  family 
has  continued  to  reside  here  and  has  identified  itself 
in  the  body  politic  of  the  community.  Mr.  Rendt’s 
father,  by  occupation,  was  a  seafaring  man  who 
worked  under  Commander  Van  Derbeth  and  was  one 
of  the  crew  of  the  ‘Westfield”  when  she  blew  up  at 
her  New  York  dock.  He  enlisted  in  1861,  in  the 
United  States  Navy  during  the  Civil  War,  and  served 
until  the  termination  of  that  conflict.  He  was  acciden¬ 
tally  killed  in  1879  while  campaigning,  being  thrown 
out  of  a  carriage.  Active  in  local  public  affairs,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  old 
Public  School  on  Grand  Street,  Tompkinsville.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  born  the  following  children : 
David  S. ;  Charles,  deceased,  and  Addie,  now  Mrs. 
Arnold  J.  B.  Wedemeyer. 

David  S.  Rendt  attended  the  Grand  Street  public 
school  and  only  two  days  after  his  graduation  ob¬ 
tained  a  position  in  a  commercial  house  in  Manhat¬ 
tan.  For  five  years  he  labored  at  this  employment 
but  upon  attaining  the  age  of  nineteen  decided  to 
leave  this  salaried  position  and  engage  in  the  hotel 
business.  As  a  hotel  keeper  of  one  of  the  better 
known  inns  on  Staten  Island  he  was  given  a  splendid 
opportunity  to  learn  human  nature  in  his  daily  con¬ 
tacts  with  persons  of  all  types  hailing  from  various 
walks  of  life.  Both  the  political  and  economic  ques¬ 
tions  of  the  day  began  to  absorb  his  attention  though 
his  interest  in  the  former  exceeded  that  of  the  latter. 
Directing  his  thoughts  particularly  to  political  issues 
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and  party  organizations  in  Richmond  County  he  de¬ 
termined,  at  a  relatively  early  age,  to  enter  this  field. 

Mr.  Rendt  began  his  more  active  career  in  1905 
when  he  ran  for  sheriff  of  Richmond  County  and 
was  defeated.  Leaving  the  Aldermanic  Board  at  the 
end  of  that  year  he  returned  to  the  hotel  business 
but  only  for  a  short  period.  In  1910  he  again  entered 
the  political  arena  as  assistant  tax  commissioner  under 
Charles  J.  McCormack,  who  later  became  president 
of  the  borough  of  Richmond.  A  service  of  three 
years’  standing  in  this  capacity  came  to  an  end  with 
the  beginning  of  the  Mitchel  administration  in  the 
government  of  Greater  New  York. 

Under  Borough  President  McCormack,  Mr.  Rendt 
served  as  confidential  inspector  for  four  years.  With 
the  former’s  death  he  continued  in  this  position  for 
two  years  under  the  next  borough  president,  Calvin 
Van  Name.  During  this  administration  which  came 
to  an  end  with  Mr.  Van  Name’s  death  September 
14,  1924,  he  began  to  develop  both  a  faculty  for 
judging  men  and  ability  as  an  organizer  which  was 
in  itself  the  forerunner  of  events  to  come  in  the 
public  life  of  Richmond  Borough  and  in  his  relation 
to  our  own  local  governmental  affairs. 

With  the  appointment  of  Matthew  Cahill  to  the 
borough  presidency  Mr.  Rendt  was  chosen  to  fill  a 
vacancy  as  alderman  which  had  been  left  unfilled  by 
the  promotion  of  John  J.  O’Rourke.  When  Borough 
President  Cahill  died  he  was  succeeded  by  John  A. 
Lynch,  present  incumbent,  who  appointed  Mr.  Rendt, 
commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 
Since  that  time  he  has  remained  in  the  office,  laboring 
steadfastly  and  well  in  the  interest  of  the  people  of 
Staten  Island.  In  his  appointments  he  has  been  thor¬ 
oughly  conscientious  and  far-seeing,  able  to  determine 
the  qualification  of  applicants  endeavoring  to  gain 
posts  of  responsibility  within  his  jurisdiction  and 
withal,  carrying  out  his  duties  with  efficiency  and 
discernment. 

A  deserving  tribute  testifying  to  the  high  esteem 
in  which  David  S.  Rendt  is  held  on  Staten  Island 
both  as  a  public  official  and  a  private  citizen  was 
tendered  him  in  January  of  1929  in  the  form  of  a 
banquet  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  New  York.  The  affair, 
which  was  hugely  attended  by  not  only  citizens  of 
this  borough  but  friends  and  associates  of  Mr.  Rendt 
in  other  boroughs,  was  truly  a  manifestation  of 
friendly,  unpartisan  regard  for  competent  service  in 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  Richmond  County. 

In  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party  on  Staten 
Island  and  its  splendid  organization  Mr.  Rendt  has 
played  an  active  role.  He  was  appointed  Democratic 
county  leader  some  years  ago  upon  the  death  of 
Thomas  McGinley.  Since  that  time  he  has  handled 
this  trying  office  with  the  utmost  tact  and  initiative 
and  with  a  spirit  of  fairness  that  has  won  him  in¬ 
creased  regard.  He  is  especially  interested  in  the 
training  of  the  youth  and  has  been  actively-identified 
in  the  gymnasiums,  meeting  rooms  and  clubs.  Along 
with  his  other  activities  he  is  an  ardent  fan  at  local 
baseball  and  football  games.  Of  the  two  sports,  base¬ 
ball  in  particular  has  intrigued  his  interest  since  early 
boyhood  when  he  played  a  first  base  position  on  sev¬ 
eral  Island  nines.  A  strong  batter  and  an  accomplished 
fielder  he  has  not  forgotten  the  days  when  each  com¬ 
munity  swore  by  its  representatives  and  rivalry  was 
intense.  In  football,  he  follows  the  fortunes  of  the 
local  professional  team  of  the  National  League  and 
the  high  school  elevens  of  this  borough.  His  son, 
David  S.  Rendt,  Jr.,  played  football  here  at  Augus- 
tinian  Academy  and  later  on  the  Villanova  College 
freshman  eleven.  Living  near  the  harbor  and  the 
sea  Mr.  Rendt  developed  an  interest  in  ocean  and 


shipping  activities  which  serve  Staten  Island  as  an 
economic  and  industrial  aid.  Years  ago  he  engaged 
in  a  harbor  lighterage  service  business,  his  estab¬ 
lishment  being  located  at  the  foot  of  Borough  Place, 
St.  George.  He  gave  up  this  undertaking,  however, 
when  he  reentered  public  life  as  an  alderman. 

In  the  fraternal,  social  and  civic  affairs  of  the 
Island  Mr.  Rendt  is  a  member  of  various  bodies 
including  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  Foresters  of  America,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose 
and  the  Democratic  Qub. 

In  November,  1905  David  S.  Rendt  married  Anna 
Hanratty,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Rose  (Smith) 
Hanratty,  who  were  natives  of  Clifton,  Staten  Island. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rendt  are  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren  :  Margaret,  a  teacher  of  English  at  Hunter 
College;  David,  Jr.,  who  attended  Villanova  College 
and  is  now  associated  with  the  Hartford  Insurance 
Company,  in  Manhattan ;  Edward,  now  attending  St. 
Rita’s  Academy;  Bernardine,  now  a  student  at  Notre 
Dame  Academy. 

The  Rendt  family  home  is  located  at  No.  160 
Nixon  Avenue,  in  the  Ward  Hill  section. 


EDWARD  W.  BROWN — Prominent  among  per¬ 
sons  who  have  chosen  Staten  Island  as  their  place 
of  abode,  Edward  W.  Brown  of  Dongan  Hills  is 
active  in  movements  relating  to  the  civic  and  social 
progress  of  this  community.  As  executive  head  and 
director  of  a  number  of  corporations  of  national 
repute,  he  has  achieved  material  success  and  he  has 
also  been  equally  active  as  a  proponent  of  measures 
calculated  to  embrace  the  welfare  of  both  the  Island 
and  the  metropolis  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  native  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
After  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  New  York,  he 
acquired  his  earlier  education  at  St.  John’s  School-on- 
the-Hudson,  where  he  prepared  for  his  collegiate 
studies,  which  were  obtained  in  the  School  of  Mines 
of  Columbia  College,  at  Columbia  University.  From 
this  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1883.  Following  completion  of  his  scholastic  train¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Brown  engaged  in  salt  mining.  His  success 
in  the  profession  of  his  choice  is  attested  by  promo¬ 
tion  in  that  industry  to  a  place  of  authority  and 
prominence.  He  was  at  one  time  selling  agent  for 
the  Retsof  Mining  Company  of  New  York,  and  from 
that  position  came  his  association  with  the  Sterling 
Salt  Company  as  a  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager.  In  the  latter  corporation  he  was  elected  in 
1923  to  the  presidency,  which  position  he  continues 
to  hold.  He  is  also  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  Brown 
and  Shaw,  a  director  in  the  Crocker-Wheeler  Com¬ 
pany  and  president  of  the  Halite  and  Northern  Rail¬ 
road  Company. 

His  estate  “Sunnyslope,”  at  Dongan  Hills,  adjacent 
to  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club,  is  beautifully 
situated  on  a  high  table  land,  and  from  there  one 
can  view  the  far  stretches  of  island  countryside  and 
the  entrancing  coastline  beyond.  Mr.  Brown’s  resi¬ 
dence  is  one  of  the  larger  homes  on  Staten  Island, 
it  having  been  built  in  i860  by  David  McAndrew. 
Here  he  finds  relief  from  strenuous  business  days 
and  his  many  activities  in  varied  affairs  to  which  he 
lends  his  time. 

Mr.  Brown’s  membership  in  professional  societies 
includes:  The  American  Institute  of  Mining  and 
Metallurgical  Engineers,  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  the  New  York  State  Nautical 
School,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
governors,  and  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences.  In  1906-07-08,  he  served  as  president 
of  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club,  and  is  still 
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one  of  its  most  active  members.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Dongan  Hills  Improvement  Society.  In  the 
Metropolitan  district,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Society 
of  Mayflower  Descendants,  the  Union  League  Club, 
the  Down  Town  Association  and  the  India  House. 
In  naval  affairs  he  has  always  been  keenly  interested. 
Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  Yacht 
Club  and  the  Seawanhaka  Yacht  Club  and  served 
in  1917-18  as  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Naval 
Reserve. 

His  parents,  Vernon  H.  and  Emma  S.  (Willard) 
Brown,  were  likewise  natives  of  Boston  and  de¬ 
scendants  of  Colonial  families.  Stephen  Brown  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  about 
1760,  and  after  a  short  period  spent  in  Stonington, 
Connecticut,  he  settled  permanently  in  Boston.  The 
Rev.  John  Willard  came  to  this  country  from  Eng¬ 
land  about  the  same  time,  locating  at  first  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  but  removed  subsequently  to 
Bristol,  Rhode  Island.  The  Brown  family  has  always 
more  or  less  identified  in  maritime  affairs.  Mr. 
Brown’s  father  was  a  representative  of  the  Cunard 
Line  in  New  York  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  June  10,  1895,  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Edward 
W.  Brown  married  Leonore  C.  Lathrop,  a  descendant 
of  historical  families  of  Maryland,  and  the  daughter 
of  Harvey  and  Annie  (Kinsley)  Lathrop.  They  are 
the  parents  of  a  daughter :  Barbara  Lathrop  Brown, 
now  the  wife  of  Carl  A.  Gray. 


JAMES  HENRY  CLARK  — Staten  Island  is 
proud  of  the  fact  that  within  its  borders  resides  a 
man  who  is  one  of  the  well-known  railroad  author¬ 
ities  of  the  country.  Mr.  Clark  might  be  termed  a 
builder  of  railroads,  for  his  entire  service,  covering 
nearly  a  half  century,  has  been  spent  in  railroad¬ 
ing,  here  in  Staten  Island  and  in  other  fields  in  the 
construction,  traffic  and  executive  departments  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Company.  His  life,  closely  re¬ 
sembling  the  careers  of  other  prominent  figures  in 
this  field  of  endeavor  is  truly  a  lesson  to  youth, 
teaching  that  application  and  industry  will  ever  result 
in  the  attainment  of  the  goal  desired. 

James  H.  Clark  was  born  in  Smithtown,  Long 
Island,  June  22,  1864,  son  of  John  T.  Clark,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  who  came  to  this  country  about  1850, 
and  of  Mary  (Phelan)  Clark,  who  came  from  Ire¬ 
land  about  the  same  time.  After  the  elder  Clark’s 
marriage  at  Huntington,  Long  Island,  he  and  his 
wife  removed  to  Smithtown,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  on  a  farm.  Here  they  had 
six  children,  four  of  whom  grew1  to  maturity,  as 
follows:  The  Very  Rev.  William  F.,  a  Jesuit  clergy¬ 
man  and  educator,  and  president  of  St.  Andrew’s 
College,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York;  John  T.,  who  was 
manager  of  the  Marine  Department  for  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad,  a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  died  in 
1917,  and  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mary  Clark,  and 
four  children,  Helen,  William,  Isabelle,  and  Frank; 
James  H.,  of  this  review;  Ella  J.,  who  married  Ed¬ 
ward  Fagan,  and  resides  on  the  Clark  estate  at  Smith- 
town,  and  they  had  three  children :  John,  deceased ; 
William  and  Helen. 

James  H.  Clark  received  his  early  education  in 
public  and  high  school  in  New  York  City  and  later 
took  a  course  at  Cooper’s  Institute,  where  he  studied 
mechanical  engineering,  at  night,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1884.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
he  was  indentured  as  apprentice  in  the  shops  of  the 
New  York  Iron  Works,  on  Bethune  Street,  New 
York  City.  There  he  learned  the  trade  of  machinist 
and,  upon  the  completion  of  his  course,  he  became 
chief  engineer  of  the  Marine  Department  of  the  West 


Shore  Railroad,  now  a  division  of  the  New  York 
Central  lines.  It  was  in  1886  that  he  assumed  this 
post  and  his  headquarters  were  then  in  Weehawken, 
New  Jersey.  He  remained  with  the  West  Shore  until 
1888,  when  he  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  became 
chief  engineer  of  the  ferry  boats  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad.  The  boats  in  those  days  were  owned 
by  the  railroad  but  later  passed  under  the  control  of 
the  city  government  of  Greater  New  York.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  position  as  chief  engineer  of  the  ferry 
boats  he  was  made,  in  1897,  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  floating  equipment  of  the  same  road,  his  ter¬ 
ritory  covering  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Balti¬ 
more,  together  with  the  boats  on  the  Great  Lakes 
and  Ohio  River.  He  was  appointed,  in  1904,  master 
mechanic  of  the  New  York  properties  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  in  1910  assumed  the 
post  of  superintendent  of  the  New  York  division  of 
the  railroad,  at  the  same  time  holding  all  his  pre¬ 
vious  appointments.  In  1913  he  relinquished  these 
positions  and  was  made  superintendent  of  floating 
equipment  of  the  entire  Baltimore  and  Ohio  system, 
with  headquarters  in  Baltimore.  Further  responsibil¬ 
ities  were  given  him  in  1915,  when  he  was  also  made 
general  superintendent  of  all  the  railroad’s  New 
York  properties.  In  1916  he  was  relieved  of  these 
duties  and  took  charge  of  the  Marine  Department 
of  the  road’s  entire  system,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

During  the  time  Mr.  Qark  officiated  as  master 
mechanic,  many  tugs,  ferry  boats,  floats,  locomotives, 
cars  and  other  rolling  stock  were  built  under  his 
supervision.  He  took  a  leading  part  in  the  installation 
of  improvements  in  the  road’s  docking  facilities  and  its 
properties  in  general,  particularly  in  Baltimore,  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  the  New  York  districts.  He  has  an  exten¬ 
sive  acquaintance  with  the  leading  railroad  men  of  the 
country,  having  been  called  in  conference  by  them, 
as  an  expert,  on  many  important  committees  relating 
to  transportation  and  affecting  railroads  in  general. 
Among  his  railroad  acquaintances  are  such  personages 
as  Chauncey  M.  Depew  of  the  New  York  Central, 
Underwood,  formerly  of  the  Erie,  and  other  men  of 
national  importance. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  member  of  the  American  Railway 
Association,  New  York  Railroad  Club,  The  Lotos 
Club  of  New  York,  the  National  Democratic  Club, 
the  Engineers’  Club  of  New  York,  the  Staten  Island 
Club,  and  the  Catholic  Club  also  of  New  York.  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  Bay  Street,  Clifton. 

On  September  15,  1887,  Mr.  Clark  married  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  Mary  C.  O’Brien,  a  native  of 
old  Greenwich  Village,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Josephine  (Kane)  O’Brien,  whose  families  came  to 
this  country  nearly  a  century  ago  and  settled  in 
New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  were  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Two  died  in  infancy,  and  Ruth 
M„  married  Hugh  Goodwin,  a  civil  engineer,  the  son 
of  Dr.  Henry  T.  Goodwin  of  Stapleton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark,  as  well  as  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Goodwin,  take  a  keen  interest  in  community  affairs 
and  have  aided  generously  in  many  worthy  causes 
for  public  betterment.  Their  beautiful  home  is  at 
the  foot  of  Linden  Place  on  the  Narrows,  where  they 
have  lived  for  a  decade  during  their  more  recent 
residence  on  Staten  Island. 


DR.  WILLIAM  RICHARD  JANEWAY— From 
time  immemorial  the  profession  of  medicine  has  been 
one  of  the  honored  and  distinctive  callings  of  man, 
and  in  the  past  and  present  generations  examples  of 
unselfish  service  are  found  in  the  lives  and  duties  of 
practicing  physicians.  The  medical  history  from  early 
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Colonial  times,  when  the  system  of  individual  appren¬ 
ticeship  existed,  to  the  present  day  requirement  of 
intensive  medical  education  and  specialization,  is  one 
of  gradual  development  to  that  of  a  high  state  of 
scientific  knowledge  and  the  application  of  its  prin¬ 
ciples. 

In  reading  through  a  learned  treatise  on  the  “His¬ 
tory  of  Medicine  in  New  York,”  by  Dr.  James  J. 
Walsh,  one  comes  upon  the  name  of  Dr.  Edward 
Gamaliel  Janeway,  a  granduncle  of  Dr.  William  R. 
Janeway  of  New  Brighton.  The  author  says  of  the 
former  Dr.  Janeway :  “He  was  one  of  the  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  physicians  that  the  profession  of  medicine 
has  produced  in  America,  and  probably  the  greatest 
diagnostician  the  country  has  ever  seen.”  He  acted 
as  Health  Commissioner  of  New  York  City  from 
1875  to  1888,  was  a  president  of  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  and  was  chosen  head  of  the  New  York 
Pathological  Society  for  many  years.  Rutgers  Uni¬ 
versity  conferred  upon  him  the  distinguished  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Of  a  heritage  such  as  this  came  Dr.  William  R. 
Janeway,  who  is  at  present  closely  connected  with 
the  work  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital  and  who  is 
a  past  president  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical 
Society. 

The  Jane  way  line  of  descent  can  be  traced  directly 
to  Italian  forebears.  However,  their  later  representa¬ 
tives  settled  in  England  in  the  fourteenth  century. 
The  first  member  of  the  family  to  come  to  America 
was  William  Janeway,  an  officer  in  the  British  Navy, 
who  purchased  a  farm  in  Manhattan  on  May  10, 
1698.  In  the  same  year  he  married  Mrs.  De  Mier, 
formerly  Agnes  De  Kay,  of  an  old  New  Amsterdam 
Dutch  family.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  went  to 
London  to  settle  his  affairs  and  came  back  in  1699. 
A  great  responsibility  fell  upon  him  then  for  he  was 
entrusted  with  the  charter  of  Trinity  Church  and 
delivered  it  in  person  to  the  church  authorities  on 
Lower  Manhattan.  He  was  a  vestryman  and  served 
on  the  building  committee  that  was  responsible  for 
the  erection  of  the  first  Trinity  Church  building. 
Both  William  Janeway  and  his  wife  are  buried  there 
in  the  churchyard. 

Their  only  son,  Jacob,  was  born  in  1707.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Hoagland,  in  1738,  and  they  later  removed 
to  New  Jersey.  His  death  occurred  March  11,  1748, 
leaving  a  six  months  old  son  named  George,  of  whom 
further. 

George  Janeway  was  born  on  October  9,  1747.  He 
grew  to  manhood  without  being  apprised  of  the  New 
York  property  bought  by  his  grandfather  years  before. 
Later  on  he  was  informed  of  this  farm,  which  in¬ 
cluded  part  of  the  present  courthouse  site,  but  as 
squatters  had  taken  possession  of  the  land,  he  was 
able  to  recover  only  a  small  portion  of  it.  He  served 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a  captain  in  the 
2d  Regiment,  New  York  Militia.  With  the  capture 
of  New  York  by  the  British  forces  he  and  his  family 
were  banished  by  official  decree,  a  big  red  “R,”  rep¬ 
resenting  “Rebel,”  being  painted  over  the  door  of  his 
house.  George  Janeway  married  December  13,  1767, 
Effie  Teneyck,  of  prominent  Dutch  and  Huguenot 
families  and  among  their  children  was  Jacob,  named 
for  his  grandfather,  and  of  further  mention. 

The  birth  of  Jacob  Janeway  occurred  in  New  York, 
November  20,  1774.  He  received  a  sound  schooling 
in  his  native  place  after  which  he  entered  Columbia 
College.  Upon  graduating  from  this  institution  he 
took  up  the  study  of  theology  and  for  thirty  years 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Philadelphia.  From  this  congregation  he  went  to 
the  First  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  New  Bruns¬ 


wick,  New  Jersey,  and  later  to  the  Market  Street 
Reformed  Church  in  New  York.  In  1833  his  elec¬ 
tion  as  vice-president  of  Rutgers  College  at  New 
Brunswick  took  place  as  a  consequence  of  which  he 
resided  there  until  his  death  in  1858. 

Jacob  Janeway  married,  in  April,  1804,  Martha 
Gray  Leiper,  of  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  (Gray)  Leiper.  Her  mother’s  father, 
George  Gray,  had  been  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  Pennsylvania  and  author  of  the  famous 
treason  resolution.  He  was  also  identified  with  the 
Committee  of  Safety  and  was  president  of  the  Board 
of  War.  Thomas  Leiper  was  of  Scotch  descent  and 
a  prosperous  merchant  in  Philadelphia.  He  contrib¬ 
uted  25,000  pounds  sterling  to  the  American  Rev¬ 
olutionary  Army,  served  as  a  first  sergeant  in  the 
Philadelphia  troop,  Light  Horse  Cavalry,  and  fought 
in  the  battles  of  Trenton,  Princeton,  Monmouth  and 
Brandywine.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  received 
a  personal  letter  of  congratulation  and  thanks  from 
George  Washington  for  his  services. 

Jacob  and  Martha  Gray  (Leiper)  Janeway  had 
seven  sons,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Philadelphia. 
Of  these,  William  Richard,  grandfather  of  our  Dr. 
Janeway,  was  born  October  29,  1818  and  in  1842 
married  Julia  Hartshorne,  the  ceremony  being  per¬ 
formed  at  the  Hartshorne  homestead,  Locust  Grove, 
in  Rahway,  New  Jersey.  This  estate  has  since  been 
transformed  into  the  Locust  Grove  Country  Club. 

The  eldest  son  of  William  Richard  and  Julia 
(Hartshorne)  Janeway  was  Hugh  Hartshorne,  born 
in  1842,  who  became  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  1st 
New  Jersey  Cavalry  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War. 
Though  scarcely  past  his  “  ’teens”  he  served  on  Gen¬ 
eral  Philip  Sheridan’s  staff.  After  four  years  of 
campaigning,  during  which  time  he  saw  service  in 
several  major  engagements,  he  was  killed  in  a  skir¬ 
mish  the  very  day  before  General  Lee’s  surrender  at 
Appomattox. 

His  younger  brother,  Henry  Latimer,  the  father  of 
Dr.  William  R.  Janeway,  was  born  in  1862  and  ob¬ 
tained  his  early  education  in  the  New  Brunswick 
schools  before  entering  Rutgers  College.  He  was 
graduated  from  this  seat  of  learning  and  later  re¬ 
ceived  his  degree  from  New  Brunswick  Theological 
Seminary,  he  having  prepared  for  the  ministry.  He 
then  journeyed  to  Colorado  where  his  duties  were 
those  of  a  missionary  in  mining  camps.  Returning 
later  to  his  native  State  he  settled  in  Williamstown 
and  became  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
was,  withal,  an  exemplary  citizen,  possessed  of  intense 
vigor  and  forethought  and  devoted  to  the  care  of  his 
family. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Latimer  Janeway  married  Mary 
Walser  of  a  family  of  Swiss  ancestry.  Her  father, 
Dr.  Theodore  Walser,  came  to  Staten  Island  after  the 
Mexican  War,  in  which  he  participated.  Here  he 
served  as  deputy  health  officer  in  the  Quarantine 
Service  for  many  years  and  became  a  prominent 
Staten  Island  physician,  being  among  several  noted 
men  of  medicine  registering  in  Richmond  County. 
Others  of  Dr.  Walser’s  family  are  prominent  as  phy¬ 
sicians.  His  son,  William  C.,  as  also  his  daughter, 
Emma,  who  married  Wilmot  C.  Townsend,  practiced 
on  Staten  Island.  His  grandsons,  Wilmot  C.  Town¬ 
send,  Jr.,  and  Carl  W.  Walser,  are  medical  men  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  Pasadena,  California,  re¬ 
spectively.  Dr.  Louise  Townsend  Robins,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Wilmot  C.  and  Emma  (Walser)  Townsend, 
is  located  in  New  York. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Latimer  and  Mary  (Walser)  Jane¬ 
way  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Dr.  William 
R.,  of  this  review ;  Theodore  Walser  of  Dongan 
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Hills  and  Eleanor  Hartshorne,  now  Mrs.  Elwin 
Eggleston  Seeleye  of  White  Plains,  New  York. 

Dr.  William  R.  Janeway  was  born  at  Williams- 
town,  New  Jersey,  October  3,  1882.  His  elementary 
school  training  was  obtained  in  his  native  town,  after 
which  he  attended  the  Staten  Island  Academy.  Fol¬ 
lowing  a  course  of  instruction  here,  he  entered  Prince¬ 
ton  University  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1903.  He  later  became  a  student  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Columbia  University 
where  Dr.  Edward  Gamaliel  Janeway  also  attended 
medical  classes.  After  receiving  the  degree  of  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Medicine  in  the  year  of  1907  Dr.  Janeway 
spent  two  and  one  half  years  as  an  interne  at  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital  followed  by  a  final  training  of  four 
months  at  the  Lying-in-Hospital  in  this  city. 

In  1910  he  took  up  his  residence  on  Staten  Island 
and  began  the  practice  of  medicine.  His  natural 
adeptness  in  his  chosen  calling  was  soon  manifest 
and  this,  combined  with  a  full  measure  of  patience 
and  a  fine  sense  of  responsibility,  won  him  a  well 
deserved  practice  in  the  following  years. 

In  addition  to  his  private  practice  he  has  been 
active  in  hospital  work  and  in  the  medical  society  of 
the  Island.  His  connection  with  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital  began  in  1911  and  he  is  now  the  attending 
obstetrician  there.  Four  years  of  his  time  were  spent 
in  the  laboratory  of  the  Quarantine  Service  on  the 
Island,  and  he  is  a  director  of  the  New  York  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Association  and  chairman  of  its  Staten  Island 
branch.  Full  proof  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  fellow-practitioners  lies  in  their  appointment 
of  him  to  the  presidency  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Richmond  County,  an  office  that  he  held  from  1925 
to  1927. 

Dr.  Janeway’s  marriage  to  Carol  Rodman  took  place 
in  South  Orange,  New  Jersey,  January  25,  1915. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Janeway  have  three  children:  Mary 
Carol,  born  November  16,  1915;  William  Walser, 
February  1,  1917;  and  Randolph  Rodman,  December 
3,  1926.  Besides  being  closely  identified  in  such  civic 
and  social  affairs,  having  as  their  aim  the  betterment 
of  community  life,  the  Janeway  family  has  been  united 
for  a  long  time  with  the  Brighton  Heights  Reformed 
Church,  where  Dr.  Janeway  is  an  elder.  His  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  No.  1  St.  Mark’s  Place,  New  Brighton. 

The  Rodman  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Janeway  is  a 
representative,  descended  from  John  Rodman  who 
journeyed  to  the  Barbadoes  and  died  there  in  1689. 
His  three  sons  came  to  the  American  colonies  shortly 
after  his  demise  and  thereby  gave  rise  to  several 
branches  of  that  family  in  the  New  World. 

Coming  to  their  later  generations  we  find  that 
Erskine  Mason  Rodman,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Janeway,  was  born  in  New  York  City  in  1810. 
He  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  denomination, 
being  rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Plainfield, 
New  Jersey,  for  years.  He  married  and  became  the 
father  of  Randolph  Rodman,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Virginia  in  1858.  The  latter  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  native  State  and  came  to  New  York  as 
a  young  man.  Here  he  became  a  broker  by  profes¬ 
sion,  being  associated  with  a  Wall  Street  investment 
firm  for  some  time. 

Randolph  Rodman  married  Carolyne  Townsend  of 
a  family  long  prominent  in  the  annals  of  Staten  Is¬ 
land,  which  resided  in  olden  days  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Fort  Wadsworth  Reservation.  Origi¬ 
nally,  the  Townsends  sprang  from  Norman-Saxon 
progenitors  who  were  active  in  the  founding  of  Eng¬ 
lish  governmental  institutions. 
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Randolph  and  Carolyne  (Townsend)  Rodman  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  six  daughters  and  a  son,  all 
of  whom  are  living :  Louise,  now  Mrs.  Molcolm 
Firth ;  Anne,  married  Linden  Stuart ;  Elizabeth,  mar¬ 
ried  Kartwright  Church ;  Carol,  the  wife  of  Dr. 
William  R.  Janeway;  Elsie,  now  Mrs.  Victor  Kitcher; 
Virginia,  married  Francis  Reed;  and  Beverley  Ran¬ 
dolph,  who  resides  in  Tarrytown-on-the-Hudson,  mar¬ 
ried  Evelyn  Hodder.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randolph  Rod- 
man,  their  parents,  are  now  deceased. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  GRIFFITH,  JR.— The 

district  of  the  Island  embracing  Port  Richmond 
and  nearby  territory  has  been  particularly  productive 
of  outstanding  realty  developments  and  building  proj¬ 
ects  in  the  years  past  with  much  promise  for  the 
future.  Among  the  long-established  firms  engaging 
in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  here  over 
a  period  of  thirty-five  years  is  that  of  Chas.  E. 
Griffith’s  Sons,  which,  since  has  been  managed  by 
three  generations  of  the  Griffith  family.  The  late 
Charles  E.  Griffith,  Jr.,  a  man  of  sound  business 
principle  and  executive  ability,  spent  the  major  por¬ 
tion  of  his  life  in  conducting  this  establishment,  the 
activities  of  which  have  been  confined  mainly  to  a 
real  estate  brokerage  service. 

The  birth  of  Charles  Edward  Griffith,  Jr.,  oc¬ 
curred  December  16,  1875,  at  Port  Richmond,  his 
parents  having  been  Charles  Edward,  Sr.,  and  the 
late  Emma  (Hatfield)  Griffith.  The  elder  Griffith, 
who  was  of  a  family  that  first  settled  in  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1812,  was  born  in  Huntington,  Long  Island. 
He  received  an  ample  education,  came  to  Staten  Island 
in  1871  and  first  engaged  in  the  shoe  merchandising 
business  in  the  early  ’nineties.  During  these  early 
years  he  organized  this  enterprise  so  efficiently  and 
with  such  foresight  that  he  prospered  sufficiently  to 
erect  Port  Richmond’s  first  large  business  block,  a 
three-story  structure  located  at  the  corner  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Terrace  and  Richmond  Avenue.  This  building, 
which  is  still  standing  today,  served  to  interest  him 
in  property  developments  on  the  west  side  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Avenue  and  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  build¬ 
ing  up  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Griffith,  Sr.,  founded  in  1894,  in  connection  with 
his  son,  Charles  E.,  Jr.,  a  real  estate  and  insurance 
office  under  the  name  of  Chas.  E.  Griffith  and  Son. 
At  that  time  he  held  the  position  of  treasurer  of 
the  old  village  of  Port  Richmond,  which  he  maintained 
until  1898  when  the  consolidation  of  Richmond  with 
the  greater  city  of  New  York  took  place.  The  post 
of  expert  appraiser  for  the  city  was  awarded  him 
in  this  year,  his  duty  being  to  ascertain  the  values 
of  certain  buildings  and  properties,  among  them  being 
fourteen  fire  house  sites,  the  ferry  terminal  and  ramp 
at  St.  George,  the  sixty-sixth  precinct  police  station, 
several  piers  at  Stapleton  and  Port  Richmond  and 
at  Silver  Lake.  A  man  of  industry  and  infinite  re¬ 
sourcefulness,  he  was  successful  in  these  duties  as 
well  his  shoe  business  by  virtue  of  his  reputation  for 
honesty  and  reliability.  Civic  movements,  in  and 
about  his  home  district  and  throughout  Staten  Island 
as  a  whole,  found  him  active  as  a  leader  and  supporter 
of  the  heartiest  type. 

In  the  year  1907  the  elder  Griffith  and  his  son  were 
joined  in  their  real  estate  establishment  by  two  other 
sons,  Clifton  B.  and  J.  Forest,  the  firm  name  became 
known  as  Chas  E.  Griffith  and  Sons.  Five  years 
later  in  1912  Mr.  Griffith  retired,  the  concern  then 
becoming  Chas.  E.  Griffith’s  Sons  and  was  operated 
by  this  group  for  several  years  until  later  events 
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necessitated  a  change  in  management.  This  was 
caused  by  the  death  in  1919  of  J.  Forest  Griffith 
and  in  1929  by  Charles  E.  Griffith,  Jr.,  our  subject, 
of  whom  further,  in  addition  to  the  retirement  of 
Clifton  B.  Griffith.  This  resulted  in  the  taking  over 
of  the  business  by  the  sons  of  Charles  E.,  who  are 
its  owners  and  operators  at  the  present  time. 

The  early  education  of  Charles  E.  Griffith,  Jr., 
was  received  in  the  Port  Richmond  Union  Free 
School,  now  Public  School  No.  20,  after  which  he 
took  a  course  of  training  in  Packard’s  Business  Col¬ 
lege  in  New  York  City.  His  schooling  finished  he 
entered  the  real  estate  and  fire  insurance  business 
founded  by  his  father.  Through  the  combined  efforts 
of  the  elder  Griffith  and  his  three  sons  the  concern 
prospered  far  beyond  their  first  hopes.  They  labored 
hard  and  faithfully  in  their  business,  gained  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  this  calling  and  won  the  confidence 
of  local  residents  who  foresaw  favorable  opportunities 
to  build  homes  and  develop  desirable  property  hold¬ 
ings.  The  foundation  built  by  Mr.  Griffith,  Sr.,  and 
developed  by  his  sons,  was  indeed  a  strong  one  and 
splendidly-consolidated. 

In  his  personal  interests,  Charles  E.  Griffith,  Jr., 
acted  as  vice-president  of  the  Northfield  Building 
Loan  and  Savings  Association;  vice-president  of  the 
Port  Richmond  Land  Company ;  president  of  the 
Islandboro  Corporation  and  trustee  of  the  Richmond 
County  Savings  Bank.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Rotary  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade. 
He  never  was  active  in  politics  or  in  fraternal  asso¬ 
ciations  but  was  identified  with  the  Exempt  Firemen’s 
Association  having  been  a  member  of  Old  Engine 
No.  3,  Port  Richmond,  when  Staten  Island’s  fire¬ 
fighting  forces  were  composed  entirely  of  volunteer 
units.  Like  his  father  he  was  a  man  possessed  with 
a  keen  knowledge  of  his  calling,  a  citizen  whose 
unselfish  devotion  to  his  duties  made  him  highly 
respected  by  his  colleagues  and  fellow-townsmen  and 
one  to  whom  the  love  of  home  and  family  was  close 
and  sincere. 

Charles  Edward  Griffith,  Jr.,  married,  on  June  21, 
1900,  at  the  Church  of  Heavenly  Rest  in  New  York 
City,  the  late  Jane  V.  Tuller  of  Port  Richmond,  a 
niece  of  Captain  Jacob  I.  Houseman,  a  prominent 
banker  and  oysterman,  who  was  her  guardian  in  early 
life,  her  parents  having  died  when  she  was  but  an 
infant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffith  were  the  parents  of  two 
children,  as  follows :  Charles  Edward  3d,  of  whom 
further,  and  Wesley  Payne,  also  of  further  mention. 
Mrs.  Griffith  died  in  1907. 

Charles  Edward  Griffith,  3d,  after  graduating  from 
Public  School  No.  20,  Port  Richmond,  attended  Rut¬ 
gers  Preparatory  School  and  then  entered  Rutgers 
College.  After  completing  his  studies  at  this  institu¬ 
tion  he  went  to  the  New  York  Law  School  where 
he  subsequently  received  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree 
and  became  a  full-fledged  member  of  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession  by  passing  the  State  Bar  examinations. 
Through  his  college  training  he  became  a  member 
of  Chi  Psi  college  fraternity  and  later,  Delta  Theta 
Phi,  national  law  fraternity.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  at  once  entered  the  business  and  engages 
in  this  occupation  at  the  present  time.  He  is  active 
in  many  local  organizations  of  a  civic  and  business 
nature  including  vice-presidency  of  the  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  Land  Company;  membership  in  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  local  Rotary 
Club.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Islandboro  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  a  member  of  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of 
Trade.  His  marriage  took  place  July  1,  1927,  to 
Nadine  Genns,  daughter  of  Dr.  Duncan  M.  and  Laura 


(Cranbrook)  Genns.  Dr.  Genns  is  the  rector  of  St. 
Thomas  Episcopal  Church  in  Brooklyn.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Griffith  reside  at  No.  92  St.  Mark’s  Place,  New 
Brighton. 

Wesley  Payne  Griffith,  after  graduating  from  Pub¬ 
lic  School  No.  20,  in  Port  Richmond  and  Rutgers 
Preparatory  School,  attended  Middlebury  College  at 
Middlebury,  Vermont.  He  entered  business  with  his 
late  father,  Charles  Edward  Griffith,  Jr.,  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1927.  He,  likewise,  holds  memberships  in  several 
local  bodies  and  aids  all  public  welfare  programs.  He 
married,  November  25,  1929,  Marjorie  Green,  a  native 
of  Troy,  New  York  and  daughter  of  Fred  S.  and 
Lillian  (Vars)  Green,  both  families  of  old  Hudson 
Valley  stock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wesley  P.  Griffith  re¬ 
side  at  No.  105  Willowbrook  Road,  Port  Richmond. 

The  headquarters  of  Chas.  E.  Griffith’s  Sons  are 
maintained  at  No.  29  Richmond  Avenue,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond.  Though  the  activities  of  the  company  are  con¬ 
fined  mainly  to  the  real  estate  brokerage  and  insur¬ 
ance  business,  occasionally  a  development  project  is 
undertaken.  One  such  movement  was  at  Housman 
Park,  Bull’s  Head,  where  six  city  blocks  were  de¬ 
veloped,  streets  were  laid  out  and  lots  mapped  and 
sold.  The  progress  of  the  business  in  the  hands  of 
the  Griffith  Brothers  has  been  fully  in  line  with  that 
of  the  preceding  years  when  their  elders  maintained 
the  establishment. 

The  death  of  Charles  E.  Griffith,  Jr.,  occurred  at 
his  home  on  January  25,  1929,  and  in  his  passing 
Staten  Island  lost  one  of  its  most  energetic  and 
capable  business  men;  and  among  his  family  and 
immediate  friends,  as  well  as  his  numerous  acquaint¬ 
ances,  his  passing  is  deeply  felt. 


PERCIVAL  GLENROY  ULLMAN— In  the 

legal  annals  of  Richmond  County  and  in  Manhattan 
as  well,  distinguished  counselors-at-law  have  ever 
sought  to  endow  their  profession  with  dignity  and 
achievement.  Probably  few  during  their  careers  have 
contributed  a  greater  measure  of  devotion  and  integ¬ 
rity  in  this  sense  than  the  late  Percival  G.  Ullman. 
He  was  dean  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  at  the  time  of  his  demise  and  had  enjoyed  a  law 
practice  of  more  than  sixty  years’  duration.  Emi¬ 
nently  respected,  he  was  esteemed  as  a  scholar  and  a 
gentleman  of  bearing  and  influence  in  this  community. 

On  his  paternal  side,  Mr.  Ullman  was  descended 
from  French  and  Austrian  ancestors  and  on  his  ma¬ 
ternal  side  he  was  of  the  tenth  generation  of  the  Cor¬ 
son  family  in  America  and  of  the  eighth  on  Staten 
Island.  Mr.  Ullman  compiled  a  book  entitled  “The 
Coursen  (Corson)  Family,  1612  to  1917.”  which  has 
a  wide  distribution  in  this  country  and  Canada,  and  it 
is  appropriate  that  references  contained  in  the  volume 
be  inserted  in  this  work. 

The  progenitor  in  America  was  of  a  distinguished 
French  lineage  and  a  descendant  of  Coursens  who 
lived  for  centuries  in  Bretagne  (Brittany),  France. 
As  records  indicate,  they  were  possessors  of  large 
landed  estates,  hence  much  of  their  administrative 
ability  was  later  evinced  in  America.  In  our  country 
we  first  come  upon  a  French  refugee,  believed  to 
have  been  one  of  the  original  Huguenots  to  settle  in 
the  Dutch  Colony,  now  New  York,  by  the  name  of 
Peter  Coursen,  who  came  to  New  Amsterdam  in  1612, 
one  year  after  the  first  colonization  made  by  the 
Dutch.  He  married  and  had  three  sons,  Cornelius, 
Jan,  born  not  later  than  1608  in  France,  and  Arendt. 

Evidently  the  eldest  son  of  Peter  Coursen,  the  pro¬ 
genitor,  Cornelius  Coursen,  1st,  spent  the  earlier  part 
of  his  life  in  New  Amsterdam,  married  Tryntje 
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Hendricks,  of  an  old  Dutch  family  and  was  the  father 
of  three  sons:  Cornelius,  2d,  baptized  April  23,  1645; 
Peter,  and  Hendrick.  After  the  death  of  Cornelius 
(their  father),  his  widow  married  second,  Frederick 
Lubbertsen  of  Brooklyn. 

Cornelius  2d  removed  to  Brooklyn  with  his  mother 
and  her  second  husband.  He  appears  on  the  King’s 
County  assessment  rolls  in  1675-76  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Brooklyn  in  1677. 
Then  in  1678  he  located  on  Staten  Island,  was  subse¬ 
quently  appointed  a  captain  of  militia  by  the  British 
Government,  and  there  is  record  of  a  patent,  “convey¬ 
ing  to  Cornelius  Coursen,  Andrew  Juranson,  Derrick 
Cornelison  and  John  Peterson  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land,”  sixty  of  which  came  into  Mr.  Corsen’s 
possession.  He  organized  here  a  large  land  invest¬ 
ment  company  and  received  royal  patents  of  large 
tracts,  one  covering  the  village  of  Port  Richmond. 
He  married  Maretje  Jacobse  Van  Der  Grift  and  his 
children  were:  Cornelius,  3d,  Jacob,  Benjamin,  Cath¬ 
arine,  Cornelia  and  Christian.  Benjamin  settled  in 
Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Cornelius,  3d,  represented  the  fourth  generation  in 
America  and  the  second  on  Staten  Island.  He  was 
born  in  Brooklyn  in  1667  or  1668,  and  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Staten  Island.  Under  the  English  in 
later  years  he  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
His  children  were  Cornelius,  4th,  and  Daniel  Coursen. 

Cornelius,  4th,  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  and  ap¬ 
pears  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1739,  according  to 
Clute’s  History.  He  married,  in  1 722,  Jannetje  Van 
Buskirk,  and  died  in  Richmond  County,  in  1755.  His 
children  were  Peter,  Christian,  Cornelius,  who  died  in 
infancy,  a  second  Cornelius  designated  as  5th,  Jacob, 
Daniel,  and  two  daughters  whose  names  are  unknown. 
All  these  children  were  born  between  1724  and  1739. 

Cornelius,  5th,  was  baptized  February  21,  1731, 
and  his  wife’s  name  was  Nelly  (surname  unavailable). 
They  resided  upon  a  plantation  of  more  than  five  hun¬ 
dred  acres  located  on  Staten  Island’s  east  shore  cov¬ 
ering  a  part  of  the  present  communities  of  Stapleton 
and  Clifton.  Cornelius,  5th,  was  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Legislature  in  1784-85.  His  children  were: 
Cornelius,  6th,  Richard,  Daniel,  and  Jane,  and  in  his 
will  he  devised  his  plantation  to  be  divided  between 
his  sons,  Richard,  Daniel,  and  Cornelius. 

Cornelius  Corson  (Coursen),  6th,  was  born  on  his 
father’s  plantation  and  resided  there  on  his  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  acre  share  of  the  estate,  until 
his  demise.  Through  his  farm  he  laid  out  a  street, 
naming  it  “Corson  Avenue,”  but  it  was  later  changed 
to  “Vanderbilt  Avenue.”  The  year  before  his  death 
(1831)  he  sold  a  tract  of  it  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  for  many  years  the  building  erected  on  it  was 
known  as  “Seaman’s  Retreat  Hospital,”  but  is  now 
known  as  “The  Marine  Hospital.”  His  first  wife’s 
name  was  Jane  (surname  unknown),  his  second  wife 
being  Louisa,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Samuel  Look- 
man,  Esq.,  a  descendant  of  Covert  Lookerman  (the 
name  Lookman,  now  being  spelled  Lockman).  Cov¬ 
ert  Lookerman  came  from  Holland  to  New  Amster¬ 
dam  in  the  caravel  “St.  Martyn,”  in  1633.  Samuel 
Lockman,  on  March  16,  1790,  married  Catharine 
Crowal.  He  was  a  shipping  merchant  in  Manhattan, 
where  his  daughter,  Louisa,  was  born  in  the  family 
home  at  Broad  and  Water  streets.  In  1812  the  Look- 
man  or  Lockman  family  removed  to  Staten  Island, 
acquired  a  plantation  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
upon  which  stood  a  two-story  stone  house  near  the 
place  now  called  Oakwood.  While  Louisa  married 
Cornelius  Corson,  6th,  her  sister,  Henrietta  Maria 
Lockwood,  married,  in  1820,  Richard,  a  son  of  the 


same  Cornelius,  thereby  creating  a  singularly  inter¬ 
esting  and  rare  relationship. 

Through  the  latter  marriage  the  late  Percival  G. 
Ullman  was  related  to  Admiral  A.  E.  K.  Benham,  at 
one  time  attached  to  the  United  States  Navy,  and 
who  resided  on  Staten  Island  years  ago.  Cornelius, 
6th,  and  Louisa  (Lockman)  Corson  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  Richard,  Jane  Simonson  and  William. 

Richard  Corson,  son  of  Cornelius,  6th,  and  grand¬ 
father  of  Mr.  Ullman,  represented  the  eighth  genera¬ 
tion  in  America  and  the  sixth  on  Staten  Island.  He 
and  his  wife  Henrietta  Maria  (Lockman)  Corson, 
resided  on  the  Corson  estate,  located  on  the  east  shore 
of  Staten  Island,  between  the  villages  later  known  as 
Clifton  and  Stapleton,  with  his  father,  Cornelius,  6th, 
until  the  latter’s  death  in  1832.  Mrs.  Henrietta  Maria 
(Lockman)  Corson,  as  related  by  Mr.  Ullman,  was 
“Religious,  intellectual  and  refined,  with  a  charming 
personality  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.”  She 
died  November  19,  1879,  and  her  husband  on  October 
1,  1844.  They  had  the  following  children:  Samuel, 
born  in  1821,  died  in  infancy;  Julia  Anna,  born  June 
xo,  1823,  married  James  A.  VanAuken;  Mary  Louisa, 
born  March  13,  1830,  the  mother  of  the  late  Mr.  Ull¬ 
man;  Catherine  Eliza,  born  July  22,  1832,  married 
Henry  Talbot  Metcalfe,  and  Cornelius  Corson,  7th, 
was  the  third  of  the  family.  He  was  born  October  10, 
1827,  and  married  Elizabeth  Walker.  The  Corson 
estate  at  Clifton  was  sold  in  later  years  and  developed 
as  a  place  of  fine  suburban  homes. 

In  compliment  to  Mr.  Ullman’s  book  on  the  Cour¬ 
sen  or  Corson  family,  we  would  advise  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  genealogy  to  read  its  contents.  The  effort 
thus  spent  in  doing  so  would  be  amply  repaid,  for  it 
is  rich  in  historic  material.  Supplementing  what  is 
already  contained  herein  in  the  foregoing  lines  about 
the  Corsons,  it  will  be  of  further  interest  to  add  the 
names  of  the  more  prominent  members  of  the  family 
and  their  various  stations  in  life. 

Lists  of  the  civil  officials,  military  and  naval  offi¬ 
cers,  physicians,  lawyers,  clergymen  and  authors  of 
the  Coursen  family  in  America  and  those  related  to 
them  through  marriage,  are  also  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Ullman’s  book.  Those  attached  to  civil  government 
we  quote  in  part  as:  “Judge  of  his  Majesty’s  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  1739,  etc.,  by  the  Hon.  Christian 
Corsen,”  “Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  1689,  by  son  of 
Captain  Cornelius  Corsen,  2d,”  “Sheriff  of  Richmond 
County,  1700:  Christian  Corssen,”  “County  Clerk  of 
Richmond  County,  1739:  Daniel,  a  son  of  Cornelius, 
3d,”  “Supervisor,  Richmond  County,  in  1709:  Jacob 
Corssen,  a  son  of  Cornelius,  2d,”  “County  Clerk  of 
King’s  County:  Peter,  son  of  Peter,  2d,”  “Member 
of  Assembly:  Cornelius,  son  of  Cornelius,  4th;  years 
1784  and  1785.”  “Assemblyman:  Richard,  son  of  Cor¬ 
nelius,  5th;  years  1816-17-18.”  “Governor  Vroome  of 
New  Jersey,  descendant  of  Hendrick,  the  son  of  Cor¬ 
nelius  Coursen,  1st.”  “Ann  Davis  Corson,  the  wife  of 
Governor  John  F.  Hartranft,  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,”  and  “Hon.  Thomas  Adamson,  a  son  of  Mary 
Corson  Adamson,  who  was  a  descendant  of  Benjamin 
Coursen,  the  son  of  Captain  Cornelius  Coursen,  of 
Staten  Island  (designated  as  Cornelius,  2d).  Hon. 
Thomas  Adamson  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
accomplished  diplomats  of  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica  and  successfully  represented  the  United  States  in 
numerous  important  matters  of  state.  He  held,  among 
others,  the  following  government  appointments:  Was 
made  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Double  Dragon  for 
more  than  thirty-five  years’  consular  service  to  the 
United  States  of  America.  He  was  appointed  Consul 
General  at  Panama;  United  States  Consul  at  Pernam- 
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buco,  Brazil;  United  States  Consul  to  Melbourne, 
Australia,  and  Consul  General;  United  States  Consul 
to  Rio  de  Janiero,  Brazil.”  (For  full  details  of  his 
public  life  read  Hiram’s  book  of  the  Corson  family, 
pp.  86,  87,  88  and  89.) 

The  military  and  naval  offices  associated  with  their 
family  and  its  branches  are  as  follows:  “Arendt  Cors- 
sen  (Coursen),  a  soldier  in  Fort  Nassau,  1633,”  “Cap¬ 
tain  Cornelius  Coursen,  English  Army,  1680,”  “Colo¬ 
nel  Jacob  Mersereau,  1730,”  “Ensign  Jacob  Corson, 
United  States  Navy,  1739,”  “Colonel  Jacob  Corson, 
1739,”  “Captain  Jacob  Corson,  1772,”  “Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Christian  Corsen,  1739,”  “Colonel  Hiram 
Corson,  1741,”  “Edward  Corson,  M.  D.,  United 
States  Navy,”  “Dr.  Joseph  K.  Corson,  United  States 
Navy,”  “Dr.  Edward  F.  Corson,  United  States 
Navy,”  “Captain  Henry  Corson,  United  States 
Army,”  “Lieutenant-Colonel  Louis  W.  Read,  United 
States  Army,”  “General  Robert  Corson  Cox,  United 
States  Army,”  “General  Charles  W.  Baker,  United 
States  Army,”  “Mary  Louisa  Ullman,  niece  to  Com¬ 
modore  Timothy  Green  Benham,  late  United  States 
Navy  and  first  cousin  to  Admiral  Andrew  E.  K.  Ben¬ 
ham,”  “Percival  G.  Ullman,  second  cousin  to  Admiral 
A.  E.  K.  Benham,  late  United  States  Navy,”  “And 
many  others  in  the  New  Jersey  Coursen  branch  and 
other  places.” 

The  medical  men,  the  members  of  the  bar, 
those  who  served  in  the  pulpit  and  members  of  the 
litterati  of  the  family  and  their  collateral  members 
are  given  in  Mr.  Ullman’s  lists  as  follow,  the  physi¬ 
cians:  Mathew  K.  Morris,  John  C.  Morris,  William 
Ellwood  Ely,  William  Rice,  Carroll  Corson,  George 
M.  Highley,  Louis  R.  Read,  Marcus  N.  Corson,  Wil¬ 
liam  Corsen,  Hiram  Corson  Yocum,  Elwood  M.  Cor¬ 
son,  Joseph  K.  Corson,  Edward  Foulke  Corson,  Rich¬ 
ard  D.  Corson,  Thomas  J.  Corson”;  the  lawyers, 
“Samuel  M.  Corson,  General  Charles  M.  Baker, 
Percival  G.  Ullman,  Percival  G.  Ullman,  Jr.”;  and 
the  clergymen,  “Rev.  Thomas  S.  Yocum,  D.  D.,  of 
St.  Andrew’s,  Richmond,  S.  I.,  and  the  Rev.  Francis 
E.  Woodruff,  author  of  the  book  entitled  ‘The  Cour- 
sens  of  Sussex  County,  New  York,’  and  many  others 
in  America.”  Among  the  authors  is  “Anna  McClure 
Sholl,  a  brilliant  writer  of  novels  and  of  whom  special 
mention  was  made  by  the  author,  Hiram  Corson,  in 
his  book  of  the  Corson  Family,  also  Dr.  Hiram  Cor¬ 
son  and  Professor  Hiram  Corson  of  Columbia  Col¬ 
lege.” 

Percival  G.  Ullman,  in  his  own  volume  entitled 
“The  Coursen  (Corson)  Family,”  1612  to  1917  (the 
Staten  Island  Branch),  also  gives  many  other  inter¬ 
esting  details  related  to  Old  World  places,  names  and 
dates  and  shows  invaluable  reference  to  his  family’s 
connection  with  persons  and  affairs  of  historical  in¬ 
terest  on  Staten  Island. 

Mary  Louise  Corson,  the  mother  of  our  Mr.  Ull¬ 
man,  married  (first)  William  H.  Bowen,  a  nephew  of 
Vicar  General  Starrs  of  the  Diocese  of  New  York, 
and  they  had  a  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy.  She 
married  (second),  on  July  31,  1848,  Bernard  E.  Ull¬ 
man,  whose  father  was  of  Austrian  descent  and  his 
mother  was  French.  A  native  of  Paris,  France,  Ber¬ 
nard  Ullman  came  to  America  years  ago  and  for  a 
long  period  was  dramatic  critic  on  the  staff  of  the 
old  New  York  “Herald.”  He  was  a  highly-educated 
gentleman  and  wrote  fluently  in  French,  Spanish, 
Italian,  German  and  English  and  likewise  had  work¬ 
ing  knowledge  of  other  Continental  languages.  He 
was  an  international  authority  on  Grand  Opera  and 
was  one  of  the  first  to  sponsor  this  art  in  the  United 
States.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  also  the  busi¬ 


ness  manager  for  the  famous  actress,  Madame  Sarah 
Bernhardt.  His  death  occurred  in  1886,  in  Rue  St. 
Arnaud,  Paris,  where  he  had  spent  the  latter  part  of 
his  life. 

Percival  G.  Ullman  was  the  only  child  to  the  union 
of  Bernard  E.  and  Mary  L.  (Corson)  Ullman.  He 
was  born  in  the  family  residence  at  Tompkinsville, 
May  29,  1849,  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  village.  As  a  youth  he  evinced 
a  strong  liking  for  scholarly  pursuits  and  at  length 
became  determined  to  enter  the  legal  profession.  As 
was  common  in  those  days,  he  undertook  to  associate 
himself  with  a  well-known  attorney,  hoping  to  gain 
thereby  a  firm  foundational  training  and  to  complete 
a  clerkship  in  the  study  of  the  law.  He  therefore 
entered  the  law  office  of  the  Hon.  Robert  S.  Hale  in 
Essex  County,  New  York,  a  widely-esteemed  lawyer 
who  was  one  of  the  regents  of  the  University  of  New 
York.  So  apt  did  he  become  in  the  fulfilling  of  the 
various  tasks  entrusted  to  him,  that  in  1870  he  had 
passed  the  necessary  bar  examinations  and  in  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Returning  to  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Ullman  promptly 
established  a  legal  practice  of  his  own  and  during  the 
years  that  followed  he  also  took  occasion  to  attend  to 
affairs  of  a  similar  nature  in  Manhattan.  In  fact, 
during  his  long  career  as  an  attorney,  his  Manhattan 
practice  was  much  larger  than  his  local  clientele, 
though  he  attained  prominence  on  Staten  Island  as  an 
examiner  of  titles  and  was  considered  an  authority  in 
this  respect  throughout  Richmond  County.  His  spe¬ 
cialty  was  real  estate  law  and  he  was  experienced  in 
the  handling  of  the  intricate  problems  concerning 
estates.  In  the  “Staten  Island  Directory”  of  1897  he 
is  listed  as  residing  on  Huguenot  Avenue,  Huguenot 
Park,  in  the  house  in  which  his  lifetime,  since  1875, 
had  been  spent.  His  New  York  office  was  listed 
No.  1  State  Street  at  the  Battery  in  former  years  but, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  it  was  located  at  No.  29 
Broadway.  On  Staten  Island  he  had  directed  his 
practice  from  No.  638  Huguenot  Avenue,  Huguenot 
Park. 

Mr.  Ullman  was  identified  with  a  number  of  soci¬ 
eties  within  his  profession,  among  them  being  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  Richmond 
County  Bar  Association.  He  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  about  1873  in  the  old  town  of  Westfield,  now 
the  5th  Ward,  Borough  of  Richmond.  He  also  took 
an  interest  in  financial  affairs,  being  a  former  director 
of  the  former  First  National  Bank,  St.  George. 

Mr.  Ullman’s  aims  and  enthusiasms  were  not  chiefly 
centered  about  the  furtherance  of  his  own  career  or 
the  acquiring  of  economic  gain.  Motivated  by  a  sin¬ 
cere  love  of  unselfish  labor,  his  fondest  attachment 
was  to  Staten  Island  and  the  welfare  of  its  citizens. 
As  successful  as  his  career  had  been,  it  was  never¬ 
theless  overshadowed  by  his  public  works,  for,  as  a 
tangible  expression  of  his  concern,  he  accomplished 
many  tasks  of  civic  significance.  One  of  these  was 
his  protest  against  the  yellow  fever  burial  ground 
that  was  located  in  Prince  Bay  and  his  consequent 
origination  of  the  bill  to  remove  these  grounds.. 
Knowing  the  gradual  decrease  in  the  oyster  beds 
that  lay  along  our  South  Shore,  due  to  illegal  dredg¬ 
ing,  etc.,  he  sought  for  several  years  to  bring  legis¬ 
lative  relief  to  Staten  Island  oyster  planters.  Enlisted 
in  this  movement  with  him  were  Governor  Frank  S. 
Black  and  Judge  W.  M.  K.  Olcott.  In  fact,  in  prac¬ 
tically  every  constructive  plan  designed  to  better  the 
life  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  neighbors,  his  support 
was  ably  volunteered. 
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Mr.  Ullman,  at  the  time  of  the  World  War,  served 
on  the  National  Legal  Advisory  Counsel  and  through 
this  and  additional  sources,  he  gave  liberally  of  his 
time  and  means  to  his  country’s  support.  He  had  pur¬ 
chased  to  his  utmost  Liberty  Bonds  and  urged  others 
to  do  so.  By  nature  kindly  and  humane,  it  was  not 
surprising  that  his  association  with  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  should  be  long  sus¬ 
tained  and  productive  of  material  accomplishment.  He 
was  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  this  society.  His  con¬ 
cern  in  the  affairs  of  politics  was  likewise  enduring, 
though  he  cared  little  for  personal  achievement  or  to 
hold  high  office.  As  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  this  office  he  had  proved  himself  both  com¬ 
petent  and  fair.  His  interest  in  the  history  of  his  native 
Island  was  constant  and  his  interest  in  family  gene¬ 
alogy  led  him  to  become  a  life  member  of  the  Hugue¬ 
not  Society  of  America.  His  study  of  the  Corson  fam¬ 
ily  and  allied  lines  was  characterized  by  intensive 
research.  He  was  identified,  naturally,  with  the  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  the  Staten 
Island  Historical  Society.  Among  his  other  affiliations 
were  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Royal  Ar¬ 
canum  and  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art.  His 
religious  adherence  and  that  of  his  family  was  with 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Comforter  at  Eltingville, 
where  he  served  as  a  vestryman. 

Mr.  Ullman’s  friendships  with  persons  prominent 
in  the  legal,  civic,  industrial  and  business  life  of  Man¬ 
hattan  and  Staten  Island,  were  numerous.  He  prized 
his  acquaintanceship  with  Judge  Lester  Williams 
Clark,  one  time  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  York  State  and  a  distinguished  Staten  Island 
citizen,  as  one  of  the  finest  of  his  life.  His  warm 
friendships  with  former  Senator  Howard  R.  Bayne  of 
New  Brighton,  former  County  Judge  J.  Harry  Tier- 
nan,  former  County  Clerk  Cornelius  Hart  and  other 
men  of  both  statewide  and  local  prominence  were 
treasured  by  him.  He  knew  intimately  Judge  Stephen 
A.  Stevens,  Sydney  F.  Rawson,  Governor  Frank  S. 
Black,  of  New  York,  former  Mayor  William  J.  Gay- 
nor  and  Garibaldi,  the  Italian  Liberator,  who  lived 
on  the  Island  years  ago. 

Percival  G.  Ullman’s  marriage  took  place  on  Jan¬ 
uary  18,  1875,  to  Isabelle  S.  Butcher,  daughter  of 
William  and  Emma  (Tucker)  Butcher.  Mr.  Butcher 
and  his  wife  were  from  St.  Audries,  England,  but 
resided  on  Vanderbilt  Avenue,  Clifton,  Staten  Island, 
in  1872.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ullman  took  up  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  Huguenot,  Staten  Island,  in  1875.  They 
became  the  parents  of  five  children  as  follows:  1. 
Percival  Glenroy,  Jr.,  born  December  28,  1877,  who 
is  a  counsellor-at-law.  He  married  Edna  N.  Joline, 
of  an  old  Staten  Island  family,  and  they  have  a  son, 
Reginald  Glenroy,  born  October  5,  1908.  2.  Helen 

I.,  born  September  7,  1879,  who  died  the  following 
year,  on  August  6,  1880.  3.  Isabelle  S.,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  15,  1881,  married  Rev.  Robert  H.  Locke,  an 
Episcopal  minister,  who  is  a  nephew  of  the  celebrated 
landscape  painter,  Alexander  H.  Wyant.  They  also 
have  a  son,  Robert  Glenroy,  born  June  11,  1901.  4. 

Freeman,  born  April  26,  1883,  died  in  infancy.  5. 
Roscoe  Tucker,  born  November  26,  1889,  died  in  his 
seventh  year  on  October  21,  1896. 

Percival  G.  Ullman,  Sr.,  passed  away  on  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1930,  funeral  services  being  held  from  St. 
Andrew’s  Church,  Richmond.  The  Rev.  Francis  R. 
Godolphin,  pastor  of  the  church,  delivered  a  short 
eulogy  at  the  services.  Burial  followed  in  the  family 
plot  in  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp.  Mr.  Ull¬ 
man’s  death  was  the  occasion  for  many  sincere  and 
generous  tributes  to  his  memory,  coming  from  those 


associated  with  him  in  the  legal  profession,  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  civic  life,  and  from  the  press,  as  well  as  his 
life-long  neighbors  and  friends. 


CORNELIUS  VANDERBILT,  SR.  — As  a  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  second  of  three  generations  of 
Vanderbilts  engaged  in  contracting  and  construction 
work  on  Staten  Island,  the  late  Cornelius  Vander¬ 
bilt,  Sr.,  was  primarily  instrumental  in  welding  to¬ 
gether  a  strongly-knit  organization  that  is  being  con¬ 
ducted  successfully  at  present  by  his  sons.  Mr.  Van¬ 
derbilt  was  known  chiefly  for  his  executive  capacity, 
which  aided  him  in  the  supervision  of  diversified 
interests  and  his  remarkable  energy  and  commendable 
citizenship. 

The  Vanderbilt  family,  which  is  of  Dutch  origin, 
became  seated  on  Staten  Island  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century  and  references  to  this  his¬ 
toric  name  are  to  be  found  almost  everywhere  in 
local  annals.  Since  then  the  Vanderbilts  have  become 
recognized  not  only  as  one  of  our  most  influential 
families  but  as  one  greatly  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
local  public  improvement. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt’s  grandfather  was  Cornelius  Van¬ 
derbilt,  who  was  closely-related  to  the  famous  Com¬ 
modore  Cornelius  Vanderbilt.  He  resided  in  New 
Dorp  and  married  Mary  Vooris,  a  widow,  whose 
maiden  name  had  been  Mary  Rhine.  Mention  of  them 
is  found  in  Staten  Island  Church  records,  attached 
to  a  document  of  the  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society  and  also  a  record  is  found  of 
the  birth  of  a  son,  Elijah  Rhine  Vanderbilt,  on  June 
27,  1837,  and  his  baptism  on  September  2  of  that 
year. 

Elijah  R.  Vanderbilt’s  birth  occurred  in  New  Dorp 
and  after  obtaining  his  education  in  the  district  school 
of  the  time,  he  became  a  carpenter  by  trade.  In  later 
years,  however,  he  removed  to  West  New  Brighton 
in  the  North  Shore  district.  William  T.  Davis,  in 
his  booklet  relating  to  the  North  Shore  of  Staten 
Island  and  several  of  its  famous  residences  and  rep¬ 
resentative  businesses,  tells  of  the  disposition  of  the 
William  Bush  homestead.  After  discoursing  on  the 
dwelling  place  itself,  he  narrates,  “The  barns  and 
stables  were  leased  for  a  long  period  by  Elijah  Van¬ 
derbilt,  father  of  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  the  contractor, 
who  carried  on  a  flourishing  business  in  the  days 
when  gasoline  and  the  motors  propelled  thereby  were 
not  even  dreamed  of.”  As  indicated,  Mr.  Vanderbilt 
was  successful  in  this  enterprise  and  also  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  a  leading  citizen.  He  married  Henrietta 
Snyder,  a  native  of  Holland,  and  of  a  family  long 
seated  in  that  country.  Their  children  were  four  in 
number :  1.  Clara,  late  wife  of  Martin  Laffey  and 
the  mother  of  one  son,  John.  2.  Cornelius,  Sr.  3. 
Elijah,  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  4.  Charles  S., 
associated  with  the  Department  of  Plant  and  Struc¬ 
tures,  New  York  City. 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Sr.  was  born  February  21, 
1867,  and  after  receiving  a  customary  school  educa¬ 
tion,  he  entered  the  construction  and  contracting  field, 
which  in  his  time  was  beginning  to  become  a  profit¬ 
able  one  on  the  island.  He  founded  the  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt  Company,  Inc.,  watched  it  advance  steadily 
from  a  modest  organization  to  one  of  influence  in 
the  community  and  served  as  its  president  in  the 
meantime.  In  1923  he  also  formed,  this  time  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  his  son,  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Jr.,  the 
Vanbro  Construction  Company,  which  they  conducted 
up  to  January  23,  1927,  the  date  of  the  elder  Van¬ 
derbilt’s  death.  Sometime  after  his  demise,  his  other 
sons,  Howard  S.  and  Charles  E.,  entered  the  busi¬ 
ness  to  support  the  work  of  their  brother,  Cornelius, 
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Jr.,  and  all  are  engaged  in  this  special  undertaking 
at  the  present  time.  The  designation,  “Vanbro”  is 
thus  a  highly-appropriate  one. 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Sr.,  also  attended  to  several 
other  business  interests,  all  of  which  materialized 
rapidly  under  his  guidance.  He  was  gifted  with  special 
ability  along  technical  lines,  supplemented  by  a  genius 
for  organization  and  administration.  Like  his  father 
before  him  he  contributed  willingly  to  the  general 
advancement  of  the  community  about  him  and  was 
greatly  devoted  to  his  family  and  home. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  married  Annie  Lamburn,  of  West 
New  Brighton,  and  they  had  the  following  children : 
i.  Cornelius,  Jr.,  mentioned  in  a  following  para¬ 
graph.  2.  Marguerite,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Kearney  of 
West  New  Brighton,  and  the  mother  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Cornelius,  Marguerite  and  Elizabeth.  3.  How¬ 
ard  S.,  associated  with  the  Vanbro  Construction  Com¬ 
pany  ;  married  Rae  Decker,  of  an  old  Staten  Island 
family,  and  they  have  three  children,  Howard,  Rae, 
and  Edith.  4.  Martha,  now  Mrs.  Lex  Hannan,  is 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Cornelius  and  Lex,  Jr. 
5.  Charles  E.,  also  with  the  Vanbro  Construction 
Company ;  married  Agnes  Heweker  of  Staten  Island 
and,  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Joan  and 
Charles.  Mrs.  Annie  (Lamburn)  Vanderbilt  died  on 
September  12,  1921. 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Jr.’s  birth  occurred  at  the 
family  residence  in  West  New  Brighton,  November 
27,  1889.  His  education  was  obtained  at  Public  School 
No.  18  and  at  Curtis  High  School,  New  Brighton. 
After  that  he  became  connected  with  his  father  in 
the  latter’s  contracting  and  construction  firm,  where 
the  knowledge  and  experience  that  he  gained  fitted 
him  for  an  association  in  1923  with  the  Vanbro  Con¬ 
struction  Company,  as  previously  related.  At  the  cur¬ 
rent  time,  the  latter  concern,  under  Mr.  Vanderbilt’s 
presidency,  and  under  the  collective  management  of 
himself  and  his  two  brothers,  has  risen  steadily  to 
a  leading  place  in  local  contracting  circles.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  substantial  road  paving  assignments  through¬ 
out  the  island  have  been  completed  by  the  firm,  and 
in  this  work  a  large  corps  of  experienced  assistants 
and  workers  are  employed. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  is  also  president  of  the  Beamont 
Corporation;  president  of  Neil  Vanderbilt  Sons’  cor¬ 
poration,  a  real  estate  holding  corporation;  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  General  Contract¬ 
ing  Company,  thus  giving  definite  indication  of  keen 
executive  energy  and  versatility.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  active  in  civic 
activities  and  is  identified  fraternally,  with  Aque- 
honga  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  Welcome 
Council,  Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics. 
The  Trinity  Men’s  Bible  Class  also  numbers  him 
within  its  membership. 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Jr.,  married,  in  1912  Beatrice 
F.  Barlow  of  West  New  Brighton,  daughter  of 
George  and  Frances  (Skuse)  Barlow.  Mr.  Barlow 
is  a  native  of  West  New  Brighton,  was  educated 
there  and  is  now  engaged  in  business  on  the  Island. 
His  wife  was  born  in  College  Point,  Long  Island. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vanderbilt  are  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Beatrice  Frances,  a  graduate  of  Totten- 
ville  High  School,  and  now  a  student  at  the  New 
Jersey  State  College.  2.  Cornelius,  4th,  a  graduate 
of  Public  School  No.  42  at  Eltingville.  3.  Robert 
Henry,  and  4.  George  William,  both  now  attending 
Public  School  No.  42.  5.  Richard  Thomas. 

The  Vanderbilt  family  residence  is  maintained  in 
a  pleasant  seaside  community,  being  located  at  No. 


35  Ocean  Drive,  near  Hylan  Boulevard,  in  the  Elting¬ 
ville  district  of  our  Island. 


GEORGE  M.  MATTHIUS— The  Matthius  fam¬ 
ily  represented  herein  has  been  identified  on  Staten 
Island  about  three-quarters  of  a  century.  In  the 
social,  civic,  mercantile  and  financial  phases  of  local 
record  their  name  has  frequently  occurred.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  later  years  in  their  connection 
with  banking  activities  through  the  career  of  our 
subject,  George  M.  Matthius. 

The  doors  of  the  Richmond  County  Savings  Bank 
were  first  opened  for  business  on  January  3,  1887. 
From  January  9,  1888,  until  his  death  May  8,  1893, 
John  H.  Matthius  was  a  trustee  of  this  institution. 
Today  his  son,  George  M.,  holds  the  offices  of  secre¬ 
tary  and  cashier,  to  which  he  was  elected  on  February 
23,  1926,  also  previously  having  been  one  of  its 
trustees  for  three  decades.  Mr.  Matthius  also  holds 
other  important  positions  in  the  financial  structure  of 
the  Island,  which  are  described  later. 

George  M.  Matthius  is  a  native  son,  and  was  born 
in  West  New  Brighton  on  March  8,  1868.  His  father, 
while  still  a  youth,  arrived  in  this  country  from  Ger¬ 
many  after  a  long  passage  in  a  sailing  vessel  and  upon 
settling  in  his  adopted  land  soon  set  himself  about  to 
seek  employment.  In  time  he  permanently  located  on 
Staten  Island,  followed  his  vocation  and  became  one 
of  the  leading  bakers  and  business  men.  He  was 
well  known  and  identified  in  various  things  relating  to 
the  North  Shore  district  but  his  home  life  was  his 
chief  concern  during  his  leisure  hours.  To  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thius  and  his  wife  were  born  a  splendid  family  of 
fourteen  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  They 
were:  John  W.,  deceased,  survived  by  a  son,  also 
now  deceased;  Catherine,  married  Charles  F.  Ett- 
linger;  Helen,  died  young;  Henry,  lived  until  the  age 
of  twenty-eight;  Rev.  John  D.;  George  M.,  our  sub¬ 
ject;  Anna,  died  unmarried;  Louis;  John,  died  young; 
Louise  W.,  married  Henry  Winsch;  Charles  S.; 
Jacob,  died  young;  Edward  R.;  and  Elizabeth  H., 
married  Paul  Held.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Mat¬ 
thius,  their  mother,  was  a  member  of  a  family  which 
long  resided  in  West  New  Brighton.  She  was  a 
woman  of  refinement  and  culture  and  beloved  for  her 
many  qualities  of  womanhood.  The  Matthius  fam¬ 
ily’s  religious  affiliation  was  with  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

George  M.  Matthius,  son  of  John  H.  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  Matthius,  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  early  sought  to  make  a  way  for  himself 
in  commercial  life.  His  first  position  was  with  a 
large  Manhattan  wholesale  grocery  firm  where  he 
served  in  their  employ  for  a  long  period  of  twenty- 
seven  years  and  in  time  was  made  a  member  of  its 
sales  force.  He  next  became  the  Staten  Island  rep¬ 
resentative  of  another  firm,  holding  this  position  for 
sixteen  years  until  his  resignation.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  continued  his  interest  in  local  business  and 
banking  affairs  and  when  he  withdrew  from  all  com¬ 
mercial  pursuits  he  gave  his  entire  time  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  which  the  Trustees  of  the  Richmond  County 
Savings  Bank  had  asked  him  to  then  undertake.  Here 
he  has  since  been  chiefly  occupied. 

His  activities  in  this  institution  naturally  opened 
other  financial  opportunities  to  him,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  a  directorship  and  Vice-Presidency 
in  the  Staten  Island  National  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  director  and  Vice-President  of  the  Richmond 
County  Insurance  Company  and  the  Presidency  of 
the  Westerleigh  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Associa- 
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tion.  Mr.  Matthius  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Bankers’  Association,  the  New  York  State  Savings 
Bank  Association,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  local  Rotary  Club.  He  attends  St. 
John’s  Lutheran  Church,  which  he  has  served  as 
treasurer  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Matthius  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Katherine  Seehusen,  daughter  of  Captain  John  W. 
and  Wilhemina  (Fries)  Seehusen,  of  West  New 
Brighton.  Captain  Seehusen  was  an  experienced  and 
able  mariner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthius  have  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Harold  Frederick,  whose  biography  accom¬ 
panies  this;  Alice,  married  Oscar  Borth;  Erna,  now 
Mrs.  H.  Kershner;  Anita,  who  became  Mrs.  A. 
Mayer;  Katherine,  residing  at  home. 


HAROLD  FREDERICK  MATTHIUS— Vari¬ 
ous  fields  of  endeavor  embracing  activity  in  financial 
and  insurance  circles,  also  in  marine  affairs  during  the 
World  War,  and  of  late  in  the  real  estate  and  insur¬ 
ance  business  on  Staten  Island,  have  absorbed  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Mr.  Matthius  since  the  completion  of  his 
education.  He  is  a  resident  of  Westerleigh  and  his 
office  is  in  Port  Richmond. 

The  Matthius  family  has  resided  on  Staten  Island 
for  three  generations,  the  grandparents  of  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thius  being  John  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Matthius, 
and  his  parents  are  George  M.  and  Katherine  (See¬ 
husen)  Matthius  (see  accompanying  biography). 

Harold  F.  Matthius  was  born  in  West  New 
Brighton  on  September  24,  1895.  After  attending 
Lutheran  classes  and  Public  School  No.  19,  in  West 
New  Brighton,  he  entered  Curtis  High  School  and 
pursued  further  studies.  His  first  business  association 
was  with  the  North  River  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  upon  serving  five  months  in  this  employ,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  with  the  Richmond  County  Savings 
Bank  of  which  his  father  is  now  an  official.  A  period 
of  more  than  four  years’  experience  there  terminated 
with  his  voluntary  enlistment  on  June  8,  1917,  for 
marine  duty  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  Gov¬ 
ernment.  At  the  Coast  Guard  Academy  situated  at 
Fort  Trumbull,  New  London,  Connecticut,  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  thorough  and  practical  training  and  there¬ 
after  was  assigned  to  the  United  States  Coast  Guard 
cutter  “Apache,”  engaged  in  mine  sweeping  and  coast 
patrol  activities  during  the  World  War  period.  Be¬ 
ing  the  descendant  of  a  sea  captain  and  veteran  of 
adventurous  days  afloat,  he  evinced  a  liking  for  such 
a  life.  Mr.  Matthius  continued  in  this  service  up  to 
the  signing  of  the  Armistice. 

He  then  returned  to  his  former  employment  with 
the  Richmond  County  Savings  Bank,  but  a  few 
months  later  left  this  institution  to  become  branch 
manager  for  the  Port  Richmond  insurance  office  of 
the  C.  E.  Simonson  Company,  Inc.  In  1923,  however, 
he  set  out  independently  with  offices  of  his  own,  at  No. 
134  Bennett  Street,  and  since  then  has  conducted  this 
undertaking  successfully.  The  business  is  that  of 
real  estate  and  insurance,  his  firm  being  numbered 
among  the  successful  ones  in  this  borough.  His  ample 
experience  and  his  long  residence  within  the  section 
of  the  Island  in  which  his  firm’s  interests  are  mainly 
centered  has  been  of  material  aid  to  him. 

Mr.  Matthius  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Real  Estate  Board  and  also  serves  as  secretary  of  the 
Westerleigh  Improvement  Society.  He  takes  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  in  an  unostentatious  manner, 
volunteering  his  support  in  the  furtherance  of  worth¬ 
while  local  causes  and  in  societies  aiding  civic  ad¬ 
vancement.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  St.  John’s 


Lutheran  Church  of  Port  Richmond,  of  which  he  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Harold  F.  Matthius  married,  on  July  11,  1922, 
Edith  Evans,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Matthius  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Marjorie 
Elizabeth,  born  April  20,  1923,  and  Harold  George, 
born  November  20,  1925.  The  Matthius  residence  is 
at  No.  135  College  Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


ROBERT  J.  HUMPHREY — A  descendant  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Staten  Island,  Mr. 
Humphrey  was  born  at  New  Brighton,  May  30,  1880, 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (De  Walters) 
Humphrey.  The  former  was  a  native  of  Belfast, 
Ireland,  and  the  latter  of  English  birth.  Mr.  Humph¬ 
rey’s  father  came  to  Staten  Island  with  his  wife  in 
the  early  ’70’s  and  was  publisher  of  one  of  the  first 
papers  (known  as  the  “Richmond  County  Standard”) 
issued  in  Richmond  County.  He  sold  his  newspaper 
in  1900,  at  which  time  he  became  clerk  of  the  Munic¬ 
ipal  Court  under  the  late  Judge  John  Kinney,  from 
which  office  he  retired  in  1904.  His  death  occurred  in 
January,  1923. 

Mr.  Humphrey  obtained  his  early  education  in  Pub¬ 
lic  School  No.  3,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1897. 
For  a  short  time  he  was  engaged  with  his  father  in 
the  publishing  business,  but,  in  1900,  when  his  father’s 
business  was  sold,  he  went  to  Manhattan  and  entered 
upon  a  financial  career  with  a  Wall  Street  concern. 
In  1923,  as  a  member  of  the  newly  formed  firm  of 
Clarence  Cone  and  Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  organizers,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Consoli¬ 
dated  Stock  Exchange  of  New  York.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  capacity  for  about  four  years,  until  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1927,  when  the  firm  disbanded,  at  which  time 
he  returned  to  Staten  Island  and  entered  business  as  a 
dealer  and  merchant  in  paint  products  and  materials, 
with  his  son,  Robert  J.,  Jr.  He  continued  in  this  until 
he  sold  his  interest  to  the  R.  C.  Van  Name  Company 
in  July  of  the  same  year.  He  reentered  Wall  Street 
activities  in  association  with  Dunscombe  and  Com¬ 
pany,  at  60  Wall  Street,  where  he  is  now  located. 
His  hobbies  are  outdoor  sports  and  in  his  recreations 
he  shows  the  vitality  and  exuberance  of  a  younger 
man. 

On  June  1,  1904,  Mr.  Humphrey  married  Christiana 
Carey,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Woehale) 
Carey,  of  Linoleumville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humphrey 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Robert 
J.,  Jr.,  with  Jackson  and  Curtis,  stock  brokers,  of 
Manhattan;  Lester,  connected  with  E.  B.  Smith  Com¬ 
pany,  also  stock  brokers,  of  Manhattan;  John  and 
Marie,  both  attending  school. 

The  Humphrey  family  residence  is  at  No.  16  Lex¬ 
ington  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


HENRY  WALTER  KELSEY— A  native  and  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Staten  Island,  Henry  W.  Kelsey  has 
come  to  occupy  an  important  place  in  the  business 
life  of  the  community.  He  is  president  of  the  South 
Shore  Coal  and  Building  Material  Company  at  Great 
Kills,  which  has  developed  through  his  initiative  and 
able  management  into  one  of  the  most  prosperous  en¬ 
terprises  of  its  kind  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Kelsey  is  a  son  of  Warren  and  Magdalene 
(Butler)  Kelsey.  The  elder  Kelsey  was  a  ship 
builder,  came  to  the  Island  from  Maine  and  in  time 
lcoated  in  the  south  shore  district. 

Henry  W.  Kelsey  was  educated  in  the  Rossville 
public  schools,  following  which  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Johnson  Brothers  Dental  Manufacturing  Company 
at  Prince  Bay.  He  remained  with  this  company  for 
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a  period  of  five  years,  receiving  gradual  promotion 
for  meritorious  service.  Desiring  larger  opportuni¬ 
ties,  however,  than  were  offered  here,  Mr.  Kelsey 
established  a  coal  and  building  material  business  at  the 
end  of  this  time,  located  at  Fresh  Kills  Creek.  In  a 
few  years  he  gradually  built  up  this  enterprise  to  which 
he  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention,  and  then 
purchased  the  coal  and  building  materials  business  at 
Great  Kills,  which  later  became  the  South  Shore 
Coal  and  Building  Materials  Company.  Shortly  after 
he  took  control  of  the  venture.  Mr.  Kelsey  began  the 
manufacture  of  concrete  blocks,  which  no  one  had 
yet  done  on  Staten  Island  at  that  time.  Under  his 
able  direction,  the  business  of  the  company,  which  he 
operated  under  his  own  name,  grew  rapidly,  and  eight 
years  later  was  incorporated  as  Kelsey  and  Vogler. 
Finally  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  its  present  form, 
and  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Mr.  Kelsey, 
president;  Kenneth  De  Puy,  vice-president;  D.  O.  De 
Puy,  treasurer,  and  F.  C.  E.  Peterson,  secretary.  In 
addition  to  his  activities  as  president  of  this  company, 
Mr.  Kelsey  is  a  director  of  the  Great  Kills  Savings 
and  Loan  Association,  while  in  the  various  phases  of 
the  civic  and  social  life  on  Staten  Island,  he  has  also 
been  prominent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Staten  Island  Civic 
League,  and  the  South  Shore  Protective  Association, 
and  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Knights  of  Pyth¬ 
ias,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  forty  years, 
and  has  held  all  local  offices.  Mr.  Kelsey  is  also  a 
member  of  U.  S,  Grant  Council,  No.  80,  of  the  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics.  To  many 
worthy  movements,  both  civic  and  benevolent  in  na¬ 
ture,  he  has  contributed  liberally  of  his  time  and  sub¬ 
stance. 

Mr.  Kelsey  is  married  and  they  have  three  children: 
i.  Margaret,  who  married  Kenneth  De  Puy.  2.  Mil¬ 
dred,  who  is  the  wife  of  Percy  Cooke.  3.  Helen,  now 
Mrs.  Allen  Berre.  The  family  residence  is  situated 
at  Gifford’s  Lane,  Great  Kills. 


REV.  DR.  JACOB  JAMES  GANSS— Frankfurt- 
on-Main,  Germany,  that  very  picturesque  city,  long 
since  distinguished  for  its  singular  beauty,  as  well 
as  for  the  unusual  achievements  of  its  artists,  its 
musicians,  and  its  men  of  letters,  gave  the  world 
a  very  humane  genius  in  the  field  of  Christianity 
when  it  became  the  birth  place  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob 
James  Ganss. 

Bernhardt  Ganss,  father  of  Jacob  James  Ganss, 
was  a  professional  man  in  his  native  country,  as 
well  as  an  accomplished  musician  and  although  he 
visited  the  United  States  on  several  occasions,  he 
never  took  up  residence  here.  He  married  Margaret 
Zilles.  In  addition  to  Jacob  James,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  on  August  3,  1859,  Bernhardt  and  Margaret 
(Zilles)  Ganss  became  the  parents  of  another  son, 
Louis  H.,  and  a  daughter,  Johanna. 

Dr.  Jacob  J.  Ganss  received  his  elementary  educa¬ 
tion  in  and  about  Frankfurt,  in  some  of  the  finest 
institutions  there.  He  was  later  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Mainz,  Germany,  after  which  he  did 
post-graduate  work  at  the  University  of  Basel,  Swit¬ 
zerland.  In  1880,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
Dr.  Ganss  arrived  on  American  soil,  residing  first  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  although  he  became  a  tutor  in 
a  private  German-American  School  in  Hoboken, 
known  as  the  Martha  Institute,  under  Leopold  Mohn. 
He  remained  thus  engaged  for  one  year,  rendering 
valuable  services  since  he,  himself,  was  a  student  of 
languages,  majoring  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew. 
His  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  was  conferred  by 
Taylor  University,  Indiana,  in  1898.  The  German 


Reformed  Church  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  was  the 
scene  of  Rev.  Ganss’  first  pastorate  in  this  country, 
although  it  was  a  brief  incumbency,  terminating  in 
1883.  It  was  then  that  he  came  to  Staten  Island, 
settling  in  Kreischerville  which  at  the  time  was  a 
flourishing  German  center,  and  as  a  result  of  his 
interest  and  activity  as  pastor  of  the  German  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  of  Kreischerville,  his  neighborhood 
soon  became  an  integral  part  of  a  modern  American 
community.  Dr.  Ganss  also  labored  among  the  Ger¬ 
mans  of  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey.  In  1907  this 
field  was  organized  into  the  parish  of  St.  Paul’s 
Evangelical  Church  and  in  1910  he  assumed  full 
responsibility  as  its  pastor.  The  congregation  at  that 
time  was  small,  but  during  the  intervening  year  by 
hard  work,  he  built  up  the  membership  into  a  flourish¬ 
ing  congregation  spiritually  and  numerically,  and 
shortly  before  his  death  plans  were  ready  for  build¬ 
ing  a  new  and  larger  church  edifice. 

On  October  16,  1884,  Rev.  Ganss  married  Lillian 
E.  Stenz,  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Christina  Stenz, 
of  New  York,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children  who,  with  the  exception  of  one,  were  all 
born  on  Staten  Island  in  the  present  homestead  on 
Arthur  Kill  Road.  The  children  were  all  graduated 
from  Public  School  No.  4  in  Kreischerville,  and  the 
Tottenville  High  School.  They  were:  1.  Edward 
K.,  of  whom  further,  was  born  September  5,  1885, 
in  Jersey  City,  and  brought  to  Staten  Island  when  an 
infant.  2.  Freida  J.,  born  June  20,  1887,  married 
Joseph  Hutton,  of  Corona,  Long  Island;  residing 
now  at  Arlington,  New  Jersey.  They  have  one  son, 
Henry  E.  3.  Johanna,  born  September  9,  1889,  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  Vollmer,  of  Orange,  New  Jersey.  They 
are  the  parents  of :  Stanley  P.,  Richard  J.,  and  Helen. 
4.  Julia  J.,  born  September  29,  1891,  married  Oscar 
Omundsen,  of  Tottenville.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  sons :  Albert  F.,  Howard,  and  Richard.  5. 
Margaret  M.,  born  September  26,  1893,  married 
Robert  Simpson,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  They 
have  a  .daughter,  Margaret  and  a  son,  Robert.  6. 
Lillian,  born  January  28,  1895,  married  John  Vaughan, 
of  Rossville.  Their  children  are :  Hazel,  Lillian, 
and  John.  7.  William  A.,  bom  August  26,  1897, 
married  Beatrice  Selover,  of  South  Amboy,  New 
Jersey.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons :  William 
A.,  Jr.,  and  Arthur  G.  8.  Percy  C.,  born  May  3,  1901. 

Having  endeared  himself  to  his  followers,  not  only 
because  of  his  ministrations  to  their  spiritual  re¬ 
quisites,  but  as  well  because  he  was  a  most  genial  and 
sympathetic  companion,  drawing  no  lines  in  time  of 
trial  and  tribulation  when  called  upon,  the  death  of 
Rev.  Jacob  J.  Ganss,  which  occurred  on  April  30, 
1930,  sadly  bereaved  the  communities  in  which  he  had 
moved  during  his  lifetime.  To  say  that  he  passed 
on,  a  loved  and  respected  friend,  is  probably  a  very 
modest  tribute  to  this  retiring  and  unassuming  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  Gospel,  never  known  to  seek  commenda¬ 
tion  or  public  preferment.  He  lies  at  rest  in  Bethel 
Cemetery,  Tottenville. 

Edward  K.  Ganss,  first  son  of  Lillian  E.  and  the 
late  Rev.  Jacob  J.  Ganss  was  of  great  assistance  to 
his  father  in  the  latter’s  ministry  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  addition  to  his  activities  in  church  work, 
he  also  served  as  organist.  Since  1912,  he  has  been 
engaged  as  an  accountant  with  the  firm  of  Louis 
J.  Schwab  and  Sons,  Inc.,  of  Manhattan.  He  was 
fitted  for  this  work  by  his  training  with  Pace  and 
Pace.  Fraternally,  Edward  K.  Ganss  is  a  member 
of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  and  of  the  Balthasar  Council,  of  this  order; 
also  of  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Me¬ 
chanics.  He  married  (first)  Edna  Newbury,  daugh- 
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ter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Simonson)  Newbury,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mildred  Alice, 
born  June  22,  1912.  His  second  marriage  took  place 
on  September  15,  1920,  to  Edith  Androvette,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Abram  and  Emma  (Knight)  Androvette;  and 
they  have  a  son,  Edward  Robert,  born  in  August,  1928. 


ERNEST  H.  HEATH — The  lessons  of  thrift  and 
enterprise  and  of  rise  from  a  minor  position  to  one  of 
affluence  in  the  financial  district  of  New  York,  are 
perhaps  not  better  exemplified  than  in  the  career  of 
Ernest  H.  Heath,  who  until  recent  years  was  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Staten  Island.  In  behalf  of  the  Island  and 
its  people,  a  record  of  his  aid  in  community  affairs 
while  he  resided  here,  finds  a  fitting  place  in  this 
history.  He  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  English  family, 
who  settled  in  Massachusetts  about  a  century  ago, 
and  later  moved  to  Pennsylvania.  There,  at  Hones- 
dale,  his  father,  William  H.  Heath,  was  born.  The 
elder  Heath  enlisted  with  the  141st  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  Civil  War.  After  be¬ 
ing  mustered  out  of  service  he  later  visited  England, 
and  remained  there  for  several  years  following  his 
trade  as  a  builder.  During  this  period  he  married 
Emily  Groom,  of  Richmond,  Surrey,  England,  and 
thus  their  son  Ernest  H.  Heath  came  to  be  born  April 
1,  1879.  They  came  to  America  in  1883,  and  settled  on 
Staten  Island  where,  until  his  death  in  1897,  William 
H.  Heath  continued  in  the  building  business. 

The  education  of  Ernest  H.  Heath  was  obtained  in 
the  private  and  public  schools  of  New  Brighton,  and 
from  necessity  was  not  carried  into  high  school  or 
collegiate  courses.  Instead,  it  was  intensive  training 
in  the  banking  and  brokerage  business  in  Wall  Street, 
New  York,  beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder 
as  a  clerk  in  a  stock  broker’s  office.  He  speedily 
demonstrated  his  ability  and  in  ten  years  had  reached 
a  responsible  position  with  his  firm,  was  married,  and 
the  possessor  of  a  modest  home  on  Myrtle  Avenue, 
West  New  Brighton.  Then  came  good  fortune  dis¬ 
guised;  just  before  Christmas  Eve,  1910,  the  firm  by 
which  he  was  employed  suddenly  discontinued  busi¬ 
ness.  Encouraged  by  a  number  of  ardent  friends  who 
pledged  him  their  patronage,  Mr.  Heath  was  enabled 
a  few  days  later  to  open  his  own  office,  and  started  on 
a  career  that  has  been  phenomenally  successful.  In 
the  interval  he  has  been  a  member  first,  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Exchange,  and  subsequently  of  his  present 
association,  Snecker  and  Heath,  members  of  the  New 
York  Stock  Exchange. 

With  the  advent  of  prosperity,  marked  by  removal 
of  his  home  to  Oakland  Avenue,  also  in  West  New 
Brighton,  he  was  importuned  to  take  part  in  many 
civic  and  community  matters  on  Staten  Island,  and 
spared  neither  time  nor  money  in  assisting  any  project 
which  was  for  the  public  good.  The  late  William  G. 
Willcox  was  one  of  the  men  who  appreciated  his  abil¬ 
ity.  On  the  occasion  of  starting  the  first  daily  news¬ 
paper  on  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Heath  and  the  late 
E.  R.  Moody  represented  the  financial  interests  of  Mr. 
Willcox.  Another  was  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences;  Mr.  Heath  was  a  contributor  to 
the  cost  of  erecting  its  museum  building  and  for  a  time 
was  a  member  of  its  board  of  trustees.  His  genius 
for  organization  of  financial  matters  was  most  strik¬ 
ingly  shown  during  the  World  War  in  connection 
with  the  Red  Cross  work  and  the  several  Liberty 
Loan  drives.  The  county’s  quota  of  $1,630,000  was 
over  subscribed  nearly  three  times  to  a  total  of  $4,- 
630,000,  or  two  hundred  and  ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  called  for.  Throughout  these  drives  Mr. 
Heath  was  chairman  of  District  No.  3;  and  it  was 


generally  admitted  that  this  tremendous  oversub¬ 
scription  was  largely  due  to  his  perseverance,  leader¬ 
ship,  and  ingenious  management.  In  religion  Mr. 
Heath  attended  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church,  where 
also  his  influence  was  helpful. 

Having  a  desire  to  reside  in  a  more  rural  environ¬ 
ment,  he  removed  with  his  family  several  years  ago 
to  Madison,  New  Jersey,  where  he  acquired  an  estate 
of  about  fifty  acres.  Mr.  Heath,  since  becoming  a 
resident  of  Madison,  has  become  active  in  its  civic 
affairs  as  he  was  in  those  of  Staten  Island.  In  1927 
he  was  vice-president  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  But  he  has  by  no  means  severed  his 
connection  with  the  home  of  his  youth  and  early  man¬ 
hood.  He  is  still  a  director  of  the  Richmond  County 
Insurance  Company,  and  socially  continues  the  warm 
friendships  formed  on  Staten  Island. 

Ernest  H.  Heath  married,  at  Port  Richmond,  on 
January  18,  1902,  Nellie  Jolly,  daughter  of  William 
and  Martha  Jolly,  who  were  also  well  known  on 
Staten  Island.  The  Jolly  family  was  early  seated  in 
the  State  of  Delaware  and  identified  in  Colonial  activ¬ 
ities.  Mrs.  Heath,  like  her  husband,  has  many  warm 
friends  on  Staten  Island  and  has  aided  in  movements 
for  civic  betterment.  Their  children  are:  1.  Helen 
M.,  born  April  5,  1907.  2.  Ernest  H.,  Jr.,  born  April 
2,  1917,  on  Staten  Island. 


LEOPOLD  FEIL — Prominently  identified  in  the 
commercial  life  of  Stapleton,  the  Feil  family  has  been 
known  here  for  the  past  sixty  years.  For  some  time 
the  present  Mr.  Feil  has  occupied  a  post  of  trust  and 
importance  in  the  office  of  the  Surrogate’s  Court  of 
Richmond  County,  is  secretary  of  the  local  lodge  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is 
otherwise  well  known. 

Leopold  Feil  is  a  native  son  of  the  Island,  having 
been  born  in  Stapleton  on  September  5,  1878,  the  son 
of  Leopold  and  Elise  (Stoehr)  Feil,  both  natives  of 
Germany.  Three  other  children  were  born  to  the 
elder  Feils:  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Augustus  W.  Knob- 
loch,  of  Saranac  Lake,  New  York;  Sophie,  now  Mrs. 
Charles  Pfister,  of  Nixon  Avenue,  Ward  Hill;  Marie, 
now  Mrs.  Fred  Ohliger,  of  Port  Richmond.  The 
elder  Feil  left  Germany  because  of  his  dislike  for  the 
compulsory  military  service  system  of  that  country. 
He  arrived  in  the  United  States  in  1861,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  obtained  employment  at  his  trade  of  baker.  De¬ 
spite  his  attitude  toward  imperative  military  service 
in  peace  times,  he  offered  himself  to  the  recruiting 
authorities  in  his  adopted  country  when  war  was 
declared  between  the  North  and  South.  He  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  flagship  “Hartford”  and  served  for  a 
period  of  eight  years  under  the  noted  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  of  “Damn  the  torpedos”  fame.  For  a  few  years 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  conflict  between  the  Union 
and  Confederate  forces,  he  remained  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  being  honorably  discharged 
in  1863,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  Coming  to  Staten 
Island  in  1870,  he  established  a  baking  business  under 
his  own  name  and  was  thus  engaged  until  his  death. 
He  was  highly  respected  in  his  community  and  his 
passing,  which  occurred  on  May  14,  1887,  was  deeply 
felt  by  his  many  friends  and  business  associates  in  the 
community  and  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Feil  survived  her 
husband  for  thirty-five  years  until  April  24,  1922. 
Interment  for  both  took  place  here  in  Woodland 
Cemetery. 

Leopold  Feil,  son  of  Leopold  and  Elise  (Stoehr) 
Feil,  was  educated  in  the  Stapleton  public  schools 
and  when  he  had  finished  his  scholastic  career  he 
spent  five  years  in  various  cities  learning  the  features 
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of  the  baking  trade  and  modern  business  methods. 
Returning  to  Staten  Island  he  purchased  his  father’s 
business,  which  since  the  death  of  the  latter  had  been 
conducted  by  Andreas  Beer.  For  a  few  years  he 
spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  operating  in  his 
father’s  bakery,  which  was  located  in  Stapleton, 
Staten  Island.  He  then  went  into  the  hotel  business 
here,  remaining  at  this  until  January  i,  1916,  when  he 
was  appointed  confidential  clerk  in  the  surrogate’s 
office  at  St.  George.  On  March  15,  1925,  he  was 
made  chief  clerk  and  continued  in  this  capacity  until 
January  1,  1930.  His  recent  appointment,  on  October 
1,  1930,  as  secretary  of  the  local  lodge  of  Elks,  came 
as  a  reward  for  his  long  and  untiring  efforts  in  behalf 
of  this  popular  organization.  Mr.  Feil  is  well  known 
in  fraternal  circles.  In  the  Masonic  order  he  is  an 
active  member  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  64,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  219,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights 
Templar;  and  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  For  several  years  he 
was  instructor  and  lecturer  in  Lafayette  Lodge.  Re¬ 
turning  to  his  affiliation  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  was  made  a 
life  member,  he  was  appointed  Esquire  in  this  lodge 
by  Exalted  Ruler  John  E.  Minnehan,  and  passed 
through  the  chairs  of  Lecturing  Knight,  Loyal 
Knight,  and  Leading  Knight.  He  was  a  charter 
member  of  his  lodge  and  was  elected  Exalted  Ruler 
in  1918.  Politically,  Mr.  Feil  is  a  staunch  Democrat, 
being  a  regular  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Democratic  Club,  in  which  he  takes  an  active  part. 

At  Stapleton,  on  June  15,  1902,  Mr.  Feil  married 
Marie  Anselm,  daughter  of  August  and  Franciska 
(Goetz)  Anselm,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Feil’s 
sister  and  brothers  are  August  William  Anselm,  Mag¬ 
dalena  Koffer,  and  George  Anselm.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Feil  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Frances  E., 
now  Mrs.  Christopher  R.  Deane,  of  Jersey  City,  and 
the  mother  of  a  son,  Christopher  R.,  Jr.  2.  Leona  M., 
now  Mrs.  Frederick  Yater  of  Port  Richmond,  Staten 
Island. 


RABBI  ISAAC  A.  MILLNER— As  one  of  our 

able  and  eminent  clergymen  and  as  a  man  of  splendid 
intellectual  attainments,  Dr.  Millner  has  been  a  guid¬ 
ing  factor  in  the  realm  of  spiritual  and  moral  ad¬ 
vancement  among  those  of  his  faith  throughout  Staten 
Island.  The  welfare  of  this  community  is  ever  of  vital 
interest  to  him,  and  the  stressing  of  dutiful  citizenship 
through  religious  teachings  has  made  richer  the  char¬ 
acter  of  many  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him  at 
Temple  Emanuel,  Port  Richmond. 

Dr.  Millner  was  born  at  Kovno,  Lithuania,  on  May 
15,  1875,  the  son  of  Abraham  David  and  Bella  T. 
(Rubenstein)  Millner.  After  coming  to  America,  the 
elder  Millners  subsequently  established  a  residence  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  both  spent  their 
last  years  and  are  buried.  In  Germany,  as  a  youth, 
their  son  obtained  his  preliminary  schooling  at  Frank - 
fort-on-the-Main,  and  then  pursued  higher  learning  in 
European  universities,  including  Giessen  in  Hesse  and 
at  Berne.  It  was  in  Germany  that  he  obtained  a 
Doctorate  in  Philosophy.  Coming  to  the  United 
States  shortly  afterwards,  he  continued  his  education 
at  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  where  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
was  conferred  upon  him. 

Prior  to  his  coming  to  Staten  Island,  Dr.  Millner 
was  in  charge  of  congregations  in  Worcester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  In  1912  he 
accepted  a  call  to  take  charge  of  Temple  Emanuel  in 


Port  Richmond,  of  which  he  was  the  pastor  for 
slightly  more  than  five  years.  In  1918,  however,  he 
left  Staten  Island  for  Chicago,  where  he  supervised  a 
congregation  of  more  than  one  thousand  people.  But 
the  Port  Richmond  temple  again  desired  his  services 
and  he  was  received  here  with  welcome  in  1925,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  in  charge  of  this  important 
house  of  worship 

The  history  of  Temple  Emanuel  is  a  most  interest¬ 
ing  account  of  the  faith  and  support  of  a  worthy 
congregation.  Although  not  the  oldest  Jewish  relig¬ 
ious  institution  on  Staten  Island,  it  is  the  largest  and, 
without  doubt,  one  of  the  most  influential.  Among  its 
active  members  are  persons  of  prominence,  and  the 
congregation  is  both  progressive  and  deeply  interested 
in  the  true  spiritual  value  of  religion  under  Dr.  Mill¬ 
ner,  a  scholar  of  understanding  and  sympathy. 

According  to  records,  the  earliest  Hebrew  society 
in  Richmond  County  was  established  at  least  a  full 
decade  prior  to  1891.  In  the  latter  year  the  first  Jew¬ 
ish  house  of  worship  was  erected  on  Richmond  Turn¬ 
pike,  now  known  as  Victory  Boulevard,  Tompkins- 
ville.  This  congregation  still  survives  and  worships 
in  the  Temple  known  as  B’nai  Jeshurun. 

It  was  not  until  the  opening  of  the  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury  that  those  of  Jewish  faith  inhabiting  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  and  vicinity  became  strong  enough  to  organize 
a  full-fledged  congregation.  Such  a  religious  body 
was  formed  in  the  year  1905  by  Julius  Schwartz,  who 
became  its  first  president.  Two  years  later  they  un¬ 
dertook  the  erection  of  the  present  synagogue,  F.  H. 
Skerritt,  the  architect,  being  one  of  the  leaders  in  his 
profession  at  the  present  time.  The  corner-stone  was 
laid  on  June  16,  1907,  and  the  Honorable  Adolph 
Lewisohn,  of  New  York,  widely  known  as  a  phil¬ 
anthropist,  presided  at  the  ceremony.  The  names  of 
the  pioneers  of  Temple  Emanuel  are  emblazoned  upon 
a  large  rectangular  stained  glass  window  at  the  front 
entrance  of  the  synagogue.  Two  outstanding  organi¬ 
zations  of  the  synagogue  are  the  Service  and  the 
Hebrew  School  committees.  The  large  number  of 
young  people  in  attendance  at  the  various  events  and 
the  efficiency  of  the  Hebrew  School  augurs  well  for 
the  future  of  the  Jewish  community  at  large. 

Dr.  Millner  has  direct  charge  of  the  Hebrew  School 
which  is  carefully  graded,  and  includes  pupils  of  both 
grammar  and  high  school  standing.  From  time  to  time 
honor  rolls  are  published  and  this  gives  ample  credit 
to  those  pupils  whose  work  has  been  satisfactory.  Ex¬ 
aminations  are  held  at  stated  intervals  and  the  pupils 
have  their  festive  occasions.  Aiding  in  this  and  other 
work  is  the  Sisterhood  of  Temple  Emanuel,  a  body 
comprising  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  members, 
who  are  all  working  zealously  for  the  spiritual  and 
material  well-being  of  the  congregation. 

The  Young  People’s  Auxiliary  is  another  organiza¬ 
tion  within  the  institution  that  is  developing  rapidly 
and  strongly.  In  every  society  the  spirit  of  Dr.  Mill¬ 
ner  and  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  righteousness  and 
salvation  holds  forth  in  a  kindly  and  tolerable  light. 
The  Temple  Emanuel  partly  owes  its  progress  to  his 
zeal  and  to  his  ability  to  understand  his  people,  and 
Staten  Island  as  a  whole  respects  and  admires  him. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Rabbinical  Assembly  of  the 
Jewish  Theological  Seminary  of  America,  and  the 
Zionist  Organization  of  America.  He  is  also  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Hebrew  Benevolent  Association,  and  is 
active  in  local  Boy  Scout  work. 

On  January  7,  1912,  Dr.  Millner  married  Minnie 
Gross,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Betti  (Guttman) 
Gross,  both  natives  of  Hungary.  Three  children  were 
born  to  this  union.  Beatrice,  born  on  January  n, 
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1914,  is  a  student  at  Hunter  College;  S.  Ruth,  born 
on  April  2,  1915,  is  enrolled  at  Port  Richmond  High 
School;  and  Abraham  D.,  whose  birth  occurred  on 
July  2,  1920,  attends  public  school. 


EDWARD  JAMES  ATWELL— In  affairs  of 
public  consequence  in  this  community,  Mr.  Atwell  has 
lent  an  enthusiastic  and  efficient  support,  having  been 
identified  with  the  borough  and  county  governments 
in  various  capacities  for  several  years,  first  as  aider- 
man,  then  as  sheriff,  and  at  present  as  confidential 
secretary  to  the  borough  president.  He  also  takes  a 
vigorous  interest  in  civic,  fraternal  and  other  affairs, 
and  by  profession  is  a  registered  pharmacist,  having 
long  engaged  in  such  practice  on  Staten  Island. 

The  Atwell  family  is  of  Irish  extraction,  native  to 
North  Ireland,  the  first  of  whom  we  have  definite  in¬ 
formation  being  Robert  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Johnston) 
Atwell,  parents  of  Edward  James  Atwell.  The  elder 
Atwell  and  his  wife  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  the 
United  States  in  1866,  traveled  westward  and  located, 
first,  in  Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  In  this  State  Rob¬ 
ert  G.  Atwell  pursued  the  occupation  of  farming. 
Mrs.  Atwell’s  brother  and  sister,  Joseph  J.  Johnston, 
and  Susan  (Johnston)  Wilson,  respectively,  came  to 
reside  on  Staten  Island,  the  former  becoming  a  well- 
known  contractor  here.  Consequently,  Robert  G.  At¬ 
well  and  his  children  removed  from  their  Iowa  farm 
to  Staten  Island,  the  elder  Atwell  being  for  some 
years  a  member  of  the  old  county  constabulary.  He 
was  substantially  a  man  of  industrious  character  and 
an  exemplary  citizen,  his  death  occurring  in  1893, 
twelve  years  after  his  wife,  her  death  having  come 
three  weeks  following  the  birth  of  her  last  child. 
Robert  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Johnston)  Atwell  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Elizabeth,  deceased ; 
Jane,  deceased;  Robert,  residing  in  Philadelphia; 
Anna;  and  Edward  James,  of  this  review. 

The  birth  of  Edward  J.  Atwell  occurred  July  26, 
1881,  in  Iowa,  but  when  a  year  old  he  was  brought  to 
Staten  Island  by  his  father.  His  education  was  ac¬ 
quired  at  Public  School  No.  18,  in  West  New 
Brighton.  When  his  academic  training  was  completed 
he  became  associated  with  James  Kerr,  a  druggist,  in 
West  New  Brighton.  After  two  years,  having  ab¬ 
sorbed  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  pharmacist’s  pro¬ 
fession,  he  enrolled  for  a  further  and  more  theoretical 
experience  in  the  Board  of  Pharmacy  Institute  at 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Street,  New  York. 
He  received  his  degree  as  a  Graduate  in  Pharmacy 
from  this  institution,  and  in  1904  passed  the  State 
Board  of  Pharmacy  examinations.  Mr.  Atwell  then 
became  connected  with  F.  W.  Kerr  in  the  druggist’s 
business  in  Port  Richmond  under  the  firm  name  of 
F.  W.  Kerr  and  Company  and  continued  as  a  partner 
in  this  enterprise  for  several  years. 

Having  always  evinced  a  keen  interest  in  public 
affairs,  particularly  those  of  a  local  character,  Edward 
J.  Atwell,  in  1917,  was  elected  alderman,  and  he  was 
reelected  to  this  office  for  three  terms  thereafter. 
Being  endowed  with  ability  as  an  administrator,  coup¬ 
led  with  requisite  energy  and  resourcefulness  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  his  election  to  the  office  of 
sheriff  of  Richmond  County  took  place  in  1925.  His 
tenure  of  service  in  this  capacity  was  terminated  in 
1927,  and  more  recently  he  was  appointed  confidential 
secretary  to  Borough  President  John  A.  Lynch,  a 
position  he  retains  at  the  current  writing. 

Aside  from  his  duties  in  behalf  of  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough,  Mr.  Atwell  is  closely  identified  with  societies  of 
a  business,  civic,  political,  fraternal  and  athletic  na¬ 
ture.  Within  his  profession  he  is  a  member  of  the 


American  Pharmaceutical  Association.  He  is  con¬ 
nected  in  a  civic  sense  with  numerous  organizations 
on  Staten  Island  in  which  are  included  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Civic  League,  and  the 
Veteran  Firemen’s  Association.  Fraternally,  his  affil¬ 
iations  are  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Major  Barrett  Lodge,  Junior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics;  Staten  Island  Lodge, 
No.  135,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  Staten  Island  Lodge, 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
and  the  Order  of  Foresters.  By  political  persuasion 
he  is  of  the  Democratic  party,  having  joined  this  or¬ 
ganization  years  ago,  having  been  a  representative  of 
this  party  when  elected  alderman  and  sheriff.  Ath¬ 
letics,  including  out-of-door  sports  such  as  baseball, 
football  and  golf,  and  bowling  the  principal  indoor 
recreation,  have  claimed  his  attention  since  early 
youth.  Of  these,  it  might  be  said  that  he  has  been 
particularly  fond  of  baseball,  both  as  a  player  and  a 
spectator.  In  the  days  when  the  old  Siscos  and  Alaskas 
held  forth  as  Staten  Island’s  premier  nines,  he  was 
one  of  the  strongest  supporters  of  local  baseball.  As 
a  bowler  of  unquestioned  ability,  Mr.  Atwell  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  winning  a  championship  on  Staten  Island, 
and  at  present  still  takes  an  eager  interest  in  this 
pastime. 

In  due  respect  to  Mr.  Atwell  it  must  be  related 
that  throughout  his  terms  as  alderman,  sheriff,  and  in 
his  present  task  of  secretary  to  the  borough  president, 
he  has  manifested  a  sincere  love  of  public  duty.  Fel¬ 
low  Staten  Islanders  have  found  Mr.  Atwell  a 
friendly,  sympathetic,  and  genial  companion  to  whom 
the  highest  praise  must  be  accorded. 

Edward  J.  Atwell  married,  on  October  18,  1905, 
Anna  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna 
(Meyers)  Smith,  of  Port  Richmond.  Mr.  Smith  was, 
for  several  years,  a  local  inspector  in  the  Department 
of  Health.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwell  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Edward  William,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1906,  attended  Staten  Island  Academy,  and  is 
now  with  the  Topographical  Department  in  Borough 
Hall.  2.  Janas,  born  November  10,  1909,  whose  death 
occurred  in  November,  1926,  when  about  to  enter 
Curtis  High  School. 

Mr.  Atwell’s  office  is  located  at  Borough  Hall,  St. 
George,  his  place  of  residence  being  at  No.  12  Vree- 
land  Street,  Port  Richmond. 


EDWARD  ISAACSON — During  the  last  six  dec¬ 
ades  three  countries,  England,  Canada  and  the  United 
States  have  served  as  abiding  places  for  the  family 
of  which  Mr.  Isaacson  is  a  present  representative. 
The  fields  of  education  and  commercial  endeavor  have 
occupied  the  attention  of  two  generations  of  Isaac¬ 
sons,  the  latter  calling  in  particular,  having  been  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Edward  Isaacson  for  the  past  quarter  cen¬ 
tury. 

The  family  name  of  Isaacson,  as  it  now  is  spelled, 
is  taken  from  the  earlier  cognomen,  Ison.  The  lat¬ 
ter  name  is  of  old  English  origin,  frequently  men¬ 
tioned  in  historic  annals  native  to  that  country.  Two 
representatives  of  the  branch  of  the  family  with  which 
we  are  concerned,  are  identified  prominently  with 
educational  activities  in  England,  John  W.  Ison  being 
superintendent  of  Oxford  College  and  James  R. 
Ison,  his  brother,  being  superintendent  of  King’s 
College. 

A  third  brother,  Titus  Ison,  father  of  Edward 
Isaacson,  was  born  in  England,  September  24,  1846, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town.  He  sailed  to  Canada  about  1866  and  upon 
arriving  in  that  country  changed  his  name  from  Ison 
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to  Isaacson,  by  which  designation  the  family  is  pres¬ 
ently  known.  He  located  in  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  and 
forthwith  began  an  association  with  the  General 
Chemical  Company  which  continued  for  about  eight 
years.  In  1874  he  journeyed  southward  to  the  United 
States,  coming  to  reside  in  Bayonne,  New  Jersey. 
Here  Mr.  Isaacson  accepted  a  situation  with  the 
Bergenpoint  Chemical  Company,  which  is  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  He  maintained  this  connection  for  close  to 
thirty-five  years,  until  his  retirement  from  active  busi¬ 
ness  pursuits  in  1915. 

Titus  Isaacson  married  (first),  in  1883,  Sophia 
Kroner,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elsa  (Johnson) 
Kroner  of  Stockholm,  Sweden.  To  this  union  the 
following  children  were  born :  1.  Lillian  R.,  who 

married  Charles  E.  Eley  of  Bayonne,  New  Jersey. 
2.  Walter  R.,  of  Bayonne.  3.  Elizabeth  E.,  now  Mrs. 
George  W.  Curtis  of  Lakewood,  New  Jersey.  4. 
Edward,  of  whom  further.  5.  Cecelia  S.,  now  Mrs. 
Paul  L.  Wheeler  of  Westerleigh,  Staten  Island.  Mrs. 
Sophia  (Kroner)  Isaacson,  mother  of  the  foregoing 
children,  was  an  active  church  worker  in  Bayonne, 
and  her  death  occurred  in  1903  at  Lakewood,  New 
Jersey.  Titus  Isaacson  married  (second),  in  1905, 
Mrs.  Helen  (Wilson)  Ackerman,  of  Virginia,  widow 
of  James  Ackerman,  who  was  one  of  the  principals 
around  whom  the  poem,  “The  Blue  and  the  Gray" 
was  written.  Since  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Isaacson  have  made  their  home  in  Mariners  Harbor. 

Edward  Isaacson,  fourth  of  the  children  of  Titus 
and  Sophia  (Kroner)  Isaacson,  was  born  in  Bayonne, 
New  Jersey,  June  20,  1891,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  this  city. 
He  then  enrolled  as  a  student  at  the  Spencer  Busi¬ 
ness  School  at  Jersey  City,  where  he  studied  account¬ 
ing,  banking  and  stenography.  After  completing  his 
course  in  1906,  he  entered  the  commercial  department 
of  the  New  York  Telephone  Company,  Jersey  City, 
where  he  remained  for  thirteen  years  and  was  the 
recipient  of  a  sound  training  in  business  principle. 
At  the  time  that  he  resigned  this  position  he  was 
acting  as  agent  in  charge  of  the  company’s  head¬ 
quarters  in  West  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Isaacson  next  became  associated  with  the  Proc¬ 
ter  and  Gamble  Manufacturing  Company  at  Port 
Ivory,  where  his  post  was  that  of  purchasing  agent. 
After  successfully  handling  the  various  duties  en¬ 
trusted  to  his  care  during  the  next  three  years,  he 
was  then  appointed  assistant  cashier  of  the  Mariners 
Harbor  National  Bank.  Three  years  later  he  entered 
upon  his  present  position  in  the  Consumers’  Account¬ 
ing  Division  of  the  Staten  Island  Edison  Corpora¬ 
tion.  His  knowledge  of  credit  and  ratings,  gained 
after  long  years  of  fruitful  experience,  together  with 
ability  along  collection  lines,  have  earned  him  well- 
deserved  commendation  in  the  service  of  this  com¬ 
pany. 

Outside  of  his  business  interests,  Mr.  Isaacson’s 
activities  have  centered  largely  around  fraternal  and 
civic  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order 
of  United  American  Mechanics,  of  which  he  is  Past 
Deputy  State  Councilor ;  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights 
Templar,  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  and  first  secretary  of  the  latter 
body. 

In  a  civic  sense,  Mr.  Isaacson  is  identified  with 
the  Flag  Day  Association,  in  which  he  served  as 
president  for  two  years,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Bon  Ton  and  Harmony  clubs.  In  religious  conduct 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Mariners  Harbor  Baptist 


Church  and  was  formerly  connected  with  and  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Union. 

Edward  Isaacson’s  marriage  took  place  on  October 
24,  1914,  to  Serena  Van  Name,  daughter  of  Joshua 
V.  R.  and  Serena  (Mochette)  Van  Name,  who  are 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  By  this  union 
there  are  two  children:  Edward  V.  N.,  a  student  at 
Port  Richmond  High  School  and  Janice  Elrene,  who 
attends  Public  School  No.  20,  Port  Richmond.  The 
Isaacson  home  is  situated  in  a  pleasant  residential  dis¬ 
trict  on  our  Island,  at  No.  143  Catherine  Street,  Port 
Richmond. 


LOUIS  M.  HOROWITZ,  D.  D.  S.— As  a  doctor 
of  dental  surgery,  Louis  M.  Horowitz  has  attained 
recognition  on  Staten  Island  as  one  of  its  able  prac¬ 
titioners,  and  as  a  former  president  of  the  Richmond 
County  Dental  Association. 

Dr.  Horowitz  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Jan¬ 
uary  6,  1901,  a  son  of  Max  and  Rose  (Tiplitzky) 
Horowitz.  He  completed  the  elementary  course  in 
Public  School  No.  18,  on  Staten  Island,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Curtis  High  School  in  1918. 
This  was  followed  by  a  course  at  the  Columbia 
Dental  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1922. 
He  then  studied  at  Fox  Hills  Hospital  and  at  the 
Northeastern  Dispensary,  and  in  1923  began  an  inde¬ 
pendent  practice  of  dentistry  on  Staten  Island.  De¬ 
voted  to  his  profession  and  fraternal  organizations 
he  holds  membership  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  the  Richmond  County  Dental  Asso¬ 
ciation,  of  which  he  is  past  president ;  Omicron 
Alpha  Tau  Fraternity,  American  Dental  Association, 
Second  District  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Staten 
Island  Hospital.  He  has  one  brother,  Lester,  now 
attending  high  school,  and  two  sisters,  Sally  and 
Clara  Horowitz,  both  teachers  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  York  City. 

Dr.  Horowitz  married  Suella  Raunheim,  daughter 
of  Maurice  and  Olivia  Raunheim,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  boys,  Richard  and  Paul  David. 


LESTER  W.  OSBORNE — As  one  who  has  taken 
a  significant  place  in  the  advancement  of  the  local 
automobile  trade,  thus  giving  impetus  to  that  industry 
and  its  various  branches  through  the  medium  of 
merchandising,  Mr.  Osborne  plays  a  prominent  part 
in  the  commercial  structure  of  Staten  Island.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  such  affairs,  he  is  also  actively  associated 
with  some  of  the  leading  financial  institutions  and  gen¬ 
erally  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  progressive  busi¬ 
ness  man.  Since  coming  to  the  Island  more  than  two 
decades  ago,  his  life  has  been  chiefly  distinguished  by 
his  ability  in  executive  business  administration  and 
by  his  able  help  as  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Osborne  is  a  descendant  of  English  forebears, 
some  of  whom  were  located  in  the  city  of  London, 
England.  The  first  of  this  family  to  come  to  Amer¬ 
ica  was  Robert  Osborne,  his  grandfather,  who,  upon 
arriving  in  this  country  about  1800,  settled  in  Gratiot 
County,  Michigan.  There  he  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  farming  and  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resided.  He  married  Mary 
Thorndyke,  also  of  English  descent,  and  among  their 
children  was  Robert  Osborne,  Jr. 

The  latter  was  born  in  1845,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  Detroit  public  schools.  After  pre¬ 
paratory  studies,  he  attended  Ann  Arbor  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  and  was  graduated  and  awarded  the  degree  of 
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Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1872.  He  followed  this  profes¬ 
sion  and  became  recognized  in  later  years  as  a  prom¬ 
inent  physician  of  Detroit.  His  marriage  took  place 
on  April  2,  1873,  with  Elida  Fairweather,  of  an  old 
Scotch-English  family,  first  seated  in  the  State  of 
Vermont.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Osborne  the  following 
children  were  born:  Lester  W.,  of  this  review;  Bertha, 
now  deceased;  and  Ada,  the  widow  of  Oaky  Rice,  re¬ 
siding  in  Alma,  Michigan. 

Lester  W.  Osborne  was  born  April  2,  1874,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  Detroit.  After  being  em¬ 
ployed  by  various  cooperage  manufacturing  firms  in 
his  earlier  years,  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
and  began  an  association  with  the  E.  and  V.  Holmes 
Manufacturing  Company  of  that  city.  As  a  sales 
representative  of  this  concern,  his  territory  included 
the  entire  country  and,  in  addition,  he  made  several 
trips  abroad.  The  year  1908  marked  the  end  of  this 
connection  and  the  beginning  of  his  life  on  Staten 
Island. 

Almost  immediately  after  settling  on  Staten  Island, 
Mr.  Osborne  established  a  cooperage  plant  under  his 
own  name  and  continued  in  this  business  for  eighteen 
years.  Though  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  succeed  in 
such  an  enterprise  and  establish  thereby  an  estimable 
reputation,  nevertheless  he  awaited  an  opportunity  to 
enter  a  field  of  endeavor  that  might  assure  him  of 
even  greater  attainment.  Thus  in  1917,  after  realizing 
the  vast  possibilities  that  the  automobile  industry 
afforded,  he  undertook  the  agency  for  the  Buick 
motor  car,  manufactured  by  the  General  Motors  Cor¬ 
poration.  At  the  same  time,  both  as  a  security  and  as 
a  consequence  of  having  firmly  consolidated  his  coop¬ 
erage  business,  he  still  maintained  the  latter  under¬ 
taking.  It  was  not  until  1926,  when  his  Buick  agency 
had  been  well  organized,  that  he  sold  his  cooperage 
plant. 

In  1917  Mr.  Osborne  had  constructed  his  own  head¬ 
quarters  in  New  Brighton  and  he  was  enabled  to 
make  important  enlargements  in  1921  and  1924.  The 
volume  of  his  business  was  augmented  ten-fold,  due 
first,  to  the  growing  popularity  of  the  automobile  as 
a  means  of  transportation  and,  second,  to  his  own 
genius,  for  organization  and  ability  as  a  sales  repre¬ 
sentative.  In  1927,  after  more  than  a  hundred  per 
cent,  increase  had  been  netted,  the  agency  was  incor¬ 
porated  as  the  Richmond  County  Buick  Company, 
representing  the  North  Shore  section.  Mr.  H.  L. 
Spitzer  is  president  of  the  corporation  and  Mr.  Os¬ 
borne  acts  as  vice-president  and  treasurer.  The  estab¬ 
lishment,  which  is  located  at  No.  720  Richmond  Ter¬ 
race,  at  the  corner  of  Lafayette  Avenue,  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  maintains  three  branch  offices  well  located 
throughout  the  borough,  at  Stapleton,  Great  Kills,  and 
Tottenville.  Each  separate  agency  is  centrally  situ¬ 
ated,  in  reference  to  its  surrounding  territory,  and 
each  has  enjoyed  a  marked  development  in  late  years. 
Large  and  spacious  showrooms,  displaying  latest 
model  Buicks,  are  supplemented  by  equipment  and  re¬ 
pair  service  handled  by  experienced  mechanics. 

Apart  from  his  executive  work  in  managing  this 
company,  Mr.  Osborne  has  also  taken  an  interest  in 
a  number  of  local  financial  institutions,  being  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  St.  George  Cooperative 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  the  Progressive  Co¬ 
operative  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  New 
Brighton,  and  the  Port  Richmond  Cooperative  Build¬ 
ing  and  Loan  Association.  Mr.  Osborne  is  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  believer  in  these  organizations  and  holds 
definite  views  on  their  value  and  influence  in  financial 
and  economic  life.  He  maintains  that  they  not  only 
enable  a  prospective  home  builder  to  erect  a  suitable 


residence  for  himself  and  family,  but  likewise  act  as 
an  encouragement  toward  thrifty  living.  Instead  of 
borrowing  money  and  paying  interest,  he  avers,  such 
persons,  through  connection  with  building  and  loan 
associations,  are  actually  paid  for  the  use  of  their 
invested  funds  and  are  not  penalized  heavily  if  unable 
to  maintain  payments  on  account  of  financial  inability. 
Officers  of  such  associations  are  correspondingly  leni¬ 
ent  toward  their  clients  in  times  of  financial  stress. 
Another  point,  worthy  of  consideration,  is  the  con¬ 
trol  and  regulation  of  such  organizations  by  the  New 
York  State  banking  laws  and  the  fact  that  small  sums 
of  money  may  be  deposited  with  them,  carrying  the 
privilege  of  immediate  withdrawal. 

Mr.  Osborne  is  identified  with  several  societies  and 
clubs  of  a  business,  civic  and  fraternal  nature.  He  is 
a  member  and  former  secretary  of  the  Richmond 
County  Automobile  Dealers’  Association.  Civic  wel¬ 
fare  and  charitable  movements  of  consequence  have 
always  received  his  support,  not  only  in  his  home  dis¬ 
trict,  but  throughout  the  Island  at  large.  Fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471;  Tyrian  Chapter, 
No.  219,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  and  a  Past  Commander 
of  Empire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Mecca  Temple,  of  the  Shrine.  The 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks  also  numbers  him  within  its 
membership. 

Lester  W.  Osborne’s  marriage  took  place  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  on  December  26,  1899,  to  Nora 
Coogan,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Coogan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborne  have 
two  children:  x.  Ada  May,  married  Donald  J.  Rear¬ 
don  of  New  Brighton,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Lester  Donald.  2.  Florence  Virginia,  a  graduate 
of  Curtis  High  School.  The  Osborne  residence  is 
located  at  No.  210  Ocean  Terrace,  Todt  Hill. 


ELIAS  BERNSTEIN — For  one  whose  interests 
on  Staten  Island  have  encompassed  many  and  diverse 
fields  of  endeavor,  Mr.  Bernstein  has  given  liberally 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  affairs  of  public  conse¬ 
quence.  Within  the  legal  profession,  he  has  been 
active  as  an  attorney  engaged  in  civil  and  criminal 
practice  and  as  counselor  and  advisor  of  several  im¬ 
portant  organizations  throughout  the  borough.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  Mr.  Bernstein  is  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  having  served  overseas  in  the  36th  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army.  The  Bern¬ 
stein  family  is  of  Old  World  Hebrew  origin,  Mr. 
Bernstein’s  ancestors  on  his  paternal  side  having  been 
represented  in  Souwalki,  Poland,  for  many  years. 
The  first  to  come  to  the  United  States  was  Levi  Bern¬ 
stein,  his  father,  who  at  the  time  of  the  Boer  War 
served  as  an  advisor  and  aide  to  General  Oom  Paul 
Kruger  of  the  South  African  Republic.  The  elder 
Bernstein,  upon  locating  in  New  York,  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  merchant.  His  marriage  to  Jennie 
Beroth,  also  of  Jewish  birth,  took  place  in  New  York 
City,  in  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  1.  Isidor,  a  physical  training  instructor  at 
Port  Richmond  High  School.  2.  Cecelia,  now  Mrs. 
Frank  Stone,  of  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Elias, 
of  whom  further.  4.  Reuben,  a  lawyer  and  resident 
of  Staten  Island.  5.  Abraham,  a  physician,  also  of 
Staten  Island.  The  deaths  of  Levi  and  Jennie  (Be¬ 
roth)  Bernstein  occurred  in  1908  and  1929  respec¬ 
tively,  both  being  buried  in  the  Baron  Hirsch  Cem¬ 
etery. 

Elias  Bernstein  was  brought  to  the  Island  by  his 
parents  as  an  infant,  and  upon  reaching  school  years, 
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he  first  attended  Public  School  No.  17,  in  New 
Brighton,  and  then  Curtis  High  School.  Resolving  to 
follow  a  career  as  an  attorney,  he  enrolled  at  the  New 
York  Law  School  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Further  study  resulted  in  the 
procuring  of  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  in  1913, 
which  readily  equipped  him  for  the  legal  profession. 

During  his  school  years  and  for  a  period  of  about 
thirteen  years  thereafter,  Mr.  Bernstein  was  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  first  as 
a  telegraph  operator  on  the  Staten  Island  lines,  and 
later  as  a  law  clerk  in  the  legal  department  under 
William  H.  Kenney.  He  remained  in  the  latter  ca¬ 
pacity  until  1917,  and  then  established  his  own  offices 
on  Staten  Island,  where  he  has  since  continued  as  a 
member  of  the  local  bar.  His  law  practice  has  em¬ 
braced  extensive  trial  work  of  both  a  civil  and  crim¬ 
inal  nature,  and  has  grown  commensurately  with  his 
experience  in  legal  affairs  and  his  increasing  associa¬ 
tion  with  local  development. 

Few  members  of  his  profession  on  Staten  Island 
have  engaged  in  more  varied  activities  than  Mr.  Bern¬ 
stein.  He  is  official  counsel  to  the  sheriff  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  trustee  and  vice-president  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Bar  Association,  and  holds  membership 
in  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association.  Matters  of 
patriotic,  civic,  religious,  fraternal  and  political  im¬ 
portance  have  engaged  his  attention  for  several  years, 
undoubtedly  the  most  significant  being  his  military 
service  during  the  World  War.  He  joined  the  36th 
Regiment  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  became 
a  lieutenant  and  spent  eight  months  overseas  in 
France  during  the  great  war  period.  After  the 
Armistice  he  lent  support  to  the  founding  of  Slosson 
Post  of  the  American  Legion,  and  he  now  holds  the 
office  of  adjutant  in  this  organization.  He  is  also  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 

Mr.  Bernstein  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
the  Boy  Scout  movement  on  Staten  Island  and  is  a 
member  of  the  local  council.  The  Children’s  Society 
of  Staten  Island  also  numbers  him  within  its  mem¬ 
bership.  He  is  president  of  the  Tompkinsville  Board 
of  Trade;  is  identified  with  the  Port  Richmond  Board 
of  Trade,  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Advisors  and  counsel  for  the 
St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  Board.  His  religious  associa¬ 
tion  is  with  the  congregation  of  B’nai  Jeshurin  and 
Temple  Emmanu-El.  He  is  a  trustee  and  chairman 
of  the  finance  committee  of  the  new  Staten  Island 
Jewish  Community  Center  and  a  member  of  the 
Hebrew  Benevolent  Society  of  Staten  Island.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  Mr.  Bernstein  is  Past  Master  of  Aquehonga 
Lodge,  No.  906,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  League  of  Masonic  Clubs;  Past 
Patron  and  Assistant  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  Richmond  District;  a  member  of  Staten  Island 
Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Steuben  Society 
of  America.  The  field  of  politics  on  Staten  Island 
has  also  interested  him,  his  affiliation  being  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a  general  committeeman  of 
the  Richmond  Democratic  organization  and  belongs 
to  the  Richmond  County  Democratic  Club.  Of  a 
recreational  nature,  Mr.  Bernstein  is  a  life  member 
of  the  Mayflower  Country  Club. 

Elias  Bernstein  was  married  on  October  23,  1917, 
to  Bertha  Ellis,  daughter  of  Isaac  C.  and  Rachel 
(Isaacs)  Ellis,  of  Staten  Island.  Like  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Bernstein  is  the  possessor  of  a  well-rounded  edu¬ 
cation,  and  manifests  a  deep  interest  in  drama,  art, 
and  literature.  During  her  course  of  study  at  Curtis 
High  School  she  won  distinction  and  an  honor  prize 


in  these  subjects.  She  was  a  librarian  at  the  New 
York  Public  Library,  and  she  is  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  and  the  Hadassah. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernstein  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Robert  E.,  born  January  6,  1919;  Lawrence, 
born  December  28,  1922;  and  Joel  M.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1928.  The  two  older  children  attend  Public 
School.  No.  45,  at  West  New  Brighton. 

The  family  residence  is  at  No.  444  Oakland  Ave¬ 
nue,  West  New  Brighton,  and  Mr.  Bernstein’s  office 
is  located  at  No.  30  Bay  Street,  St.  George. 


THOMAS  HAMPSON  PEARSON,  D.  D.  S.— 

The  son  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  (McHugh)  Pear¬ 
son,  the  birth  of  Dr.  Pearson  occurred  on  March  23, 
1890.  The  elder  Pearson  was  a  native  of  England 
and  came  to  this  country  in  his  youth.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  building  and  constructing  business  on 
Long  Island  until  his  death.  The  mother  of  Dr. 
Pearson  survives  her  husband  and  resides  on  Long 
Island,  at  Flushing. 

Dr.  Pearson  received  his  early  and  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Flushing. 
He  then  attended  the  Dwight  Preparatory  School  in 
Manhattan,  after  which  he  entered  the  New  York 
College  of  Dentistry,  graduating  in  1915  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  He  practiced 
his  profession  in  Brooklyn  until  1919,  when  he  came 
to  Staten  Island  and  established  himself  in  Port 
Richmond,  where  he  has  been  living  since  1917.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  Richmond  County  Dental 
Society  and  in  February,  1927  was  elected  president 
of  that  body.  He  is  an  energetic  worker  in  the  clinic 
organized  by  the  local  Dental  Society,  which  has 
proved  such  a  boon  to  the  people  who  can  ill  afford 
to  pay  the  regular  charges  of  dentistry,  but  who 
receive  good  care  and  treatment  at  the  clinic.  Dr. 
Pearson  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Dental 
Association,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  in  which  latter  organization  he  holds  the  fourth 
degree.  While  at  college  he  was  secretary  of  the 
Psi  Omega  Fraternity,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Fox  Hills  Country  Club, 
where  he  indulges  in  his  favorite  outdoor  recreation, 
golf. 

In  1915,  Dr.  Pearson  married  Julia  Dalton,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Richard  Dalton,  and  sister  of  Alderman  Dal¬ 
ton.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Mary  Alice,  born  in  1918. 


ROBERT  C.  WIGAND— The  family  of  Wigand 
originated  in  the  district  of  Franconia,  which  formerly 
constituted  the  area  of  the  confluence  of  the  Main 
and  Rhine  rivers  and,  in  1902,  in  the  town  of  Got¬ 
tingen,  Province  of  Hesse,  Germany,  an  old  house 
was  still  standing,  which  had  served  as  a  homestead 
for  this  family  for  many  generations.  The  Wigands 
were  known  as  substantial  townsfolk  and  country¬ 
men,  who  vigorously  pursued  their  occupations  and 
dutifully  shouldered  the  responsibilities  confronting 
them.  Six  generations,  or  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  years  ago,  there  was  a  Friedrich  Wigand  living 
in  Gottingen,  he  being  the  first  of  whom  we  have 
any  definite  information.  He  was  born  there  on  July 
25,  175 4,  and  later  in  life  married  Hannah  M.  Al¬ 
brecht.  Among  their  children  was  John  M.  D. 
Wigand,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same  place  on 
April  17,  1797. 

Then  came  Otto  Friedrich  Wigand,  son  of  John 
M.  D.  and  his  wife,  Louise  (Barthels)  Wigand.  As 
a  youth  possessed  of  strong  convictions,  he  left  his 
native  Gottingen  in  1848  on  account  of  the  internal 
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strife  and  rebellion  in  his  country,  and  came  to 
America.  He  followed  the  vocation  of  book-binder 
in  New  York,  took  out  his  citizenship  papers  in  1853. 
When  President  Lincoln  called  for  volunteers,  he 
enlisted  in  the  45th  New  York  Regiment,  in  which 
he  became  a  lieutenant.  After  two  years  of  active 
war  service,  he  was  forced,  through  sickness,  to  take 
leave  and  was  honorably  discharged.  In  time  he  re¬ 
sumed  his  work  and  established  a  successful  business 
in  University  Place,  New  York.  He  married,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1853,  Louise  Cassebeer,  born  June  30, 
1833,  in .  Hessen,  Germany,  of  a  family  afterwards 
located  in  Gelnhausen  in  that  country.  After  the 
death  of  her  parents  she  lived  for  a  time  with  an 
only  aunt  and  _  then,  in  1849,  came  to  this  country 
alone.  She  arrived  in  a  sailing  vessel  at  New  York, 
which  took  three  months  and  ten  days  to  cross  the 
ocean.  After  the  marriage  of  Otto  Friedrich  Wigand 
and  Louise  Cassebeer,  they  removed  to  Mount  Ver¬ 
non,  Westchester  County,  where  they  continued  to 
live  and  where  their  eight  children  were  born :  Albert, 
Otto  G,  George  A.,  Charles  F.,  of  whom  further, 
Pauline,  Johanna,  Mathilda  and  Marie  L.  All  are 
deceased  except  Otto  C.,  an  artist,  who  with  his  wife, 
Adeline  Albright,  also  a  well-known  portrait  painter, 
resides  on  Staten  Island. 

Charles  F.  Wigand’s  birth  occurred  at  Mount  Ver¬ 
non  on  January  23,  1862,  where  he  received  his  edu¬ 
cation.  In  1885  he  went  to  Berlin  as  an  employee 
of  a  New  York  glove  company  and  there  spent  a 
year.  His  removal  to  Staten  Island  took  place  about 
1895,  at  which  time  he  established  a  grain  store  in 
Stapleton.  Later  a  branch  was  opened  in  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  and  for  several  years  he  enjoyed  a  success¬ 
ful  business.  For  some  time  the  wet  malt  grain 
discarded  by  breweries  had  been  put  through  a  dry¬ 
ing  process  and  resold  to  live  stock  owners  for  feed. 
The  drying  machines  were  still  unperfected,  however, 
and  the  production  of  this  fodder  was  difficult  and 
slow.  For  some  time  Mr.  Wigand  had  been  experi¬ 
menting  with  a  dryer  of  his  own  invention  which 
was  found  to  be  an  improvement  over  the  ones  then 
used.  In  1902  he  gave  up  the  grain  business  and  began 
the  manufacturing  of  dryers  on  a  large  scale.  For 
ten  years  thereafter,  he  was  thus  engaged,  his  plants 
being  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  various 
Western  centers.  His  next  step  was  a  similar  one, 
but  this  time  the  commodity  used  was  beet  pulp, 
which  when  dried  was  a  healthful  ingredient  for  mix¬ 
ing  with  stock  feed.  He  entered  this  last  industry  in 
1912  but  shortly  after  was  forced  to  retire  due  to  ill 
health.  His  plant  and  main  offices  were  located  near 
Lima,  Ohio.  From  1912  to  1916,  at  the  time  that  the 
business  was  sold,  his  son,  Robert  C.  Wigand,  of 
this  review,  took  control  of  his  father’s  interest. 

Aside  from  his  immediate  duties,  Mr.  Wigand  also 
served  as  a  director  of  the  old  Richmond  Borough 
National  and  the  Tottenville  National  Banks.  Yacht¬ 
ing  was  his  main  hobby  and  for  a  number  of  years 
he  was  commodore  of  the  Staten  Island  Yacht  Club 
at  Stapleton.  Fraternally,  he  was  identified  with 
Klopstock  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks.  His  death  occurred  October 
1 6,  1918. 

Mr.  Wigand  married,  on  April  4,  1888,  in  New 
York,  Emma  Gabler,  born  November  26,  1865,  died 
November  5,  1892,  a  daughter  of  Ernest  and  Emilia 
Gabler,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Gabler  descended  from 
a  family  native  to  Gross-Glogau  in  Silesia,  Ger¬ 
many.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Gabler  Piano 
Company  of  New  York,  one  of  the  successful  enter¬ 


prises  of  its  kind  years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wigand 
were  the  parents  of  two  children :  Robert  C.,  of 
further  mention ;  and  Eleanor  E.,  both  of  whom  re¬ 
ceived  their  academic  education  in  the  Friends  Sem¬ 
inary,  New  York,  Staten  Island  Academy,  and  Blair 
Academy,  in  New  Jersey.  After  graduating  from 
Barnard  College,  Eleanor  E.  Wigand  married  Homer 
E.  Marshall,  a  native  of  Woodridge,  New  Jersey. 
Mr.  Marshall  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
in  New  York  and  resides  in  the  Grymes  Hill  section. 

Robert  C.  Wigand  was  born  at  Atlantic  Highlands, 
New  Jersey,  June  25,  1890.  Upon  completing  his 
preparatory  education  at  Blair  Academy,  in  Blairs- 
town,  he  entered  Cornell  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1912  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  Soon  afterwards  he  became  associated  with 
the  business  of  his  father  in  Ohio,  and  was  thus 
engaged  until  1916. 

During  the  World  War,  for  a  period  of  nearly 
two  years,  Mr.  Wigand  saw  active  service  in  various 
battle  sectors  overseas.  He  served  from  June  9,  1917, 
until  November  4,  1917,  with  Section  4,  American 
Field  Service,  a  volunteer  ambulance  corps  attached 
to  the  French  Army  at  Verdun.  On  December  8, 
1917,  he  was  appointed  a  second  lieutenant  in  the 
United  States  Field  Artillery  and  was  consecutively 
sent  to  the  field  artillery  school  at  Saumur,  the  organ¬ 
ization  and  training  center  at  Limoges,  and  the  artil¬ 
lery  school  at  Vincennes.  On  December  26,  after 
a  training  of  eighteen  days  he  was  assigned  to  the 
63d  Coast  Artillery  Corps,  with  which  unit  he  re¬ 
mained  until  February  26,  1919. 

Returning  to  the  United  States  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Upton  and  soon  became 
connected  with  the  Rotary  Index  Company  of  New 
York.  In  1921  after  a  short  association  with  this  firm 
he  entered  the  hotel  business  in  New  York  and  was 
thus  engaged  for  the  following  eight  years.  His 
present  association  is  with  the  research  department  of 
Campbell,  Peterson  and  Company,  a  patent  clearing 
house. 

Mr.  Wigand  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion, 
the  American  Geographical  Society,  the  Horticultural 
Society  of  Staten  Island,  and  a  past  member  of  the 
New  York  Athletic  Club. 

Mr.  Wigand  married,  November  9,  1922,  in  New 
York,  Marion  Waner,  daughter  of  John  and  Elise 
(Weigand)  Waner,  the  former  a  native  of  Canajo- 
harie,  New  York,  who  removed  to  the  metropolis 
as  a  young  man,  and  for  many  years  associated  with 
the  Liggett  and  Myers  Tobacco  Company.  Mrs. 
Waner  is  a  native  of  North  Bergen,  New  Jersey. 
Paul,  the  father  of  Mr.  Waner,  came  from  Schleswig- 
Holstein,  Germany,  and  eventually  settled  at  Canajo- 
harie,  where  he  became  a  successful  farmer,  and 
had  a  large  family. 

Mrs.  Wigand  was  born  in  New  York,  and  was 
educated  in  public  school  and  at  Wadleigh  High 
School.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Ladies 
Club;  the  Staten  Island  Diet  Kitchen,  of  which  she 
is  a  member  of  the  executive  board ;  the  Mozart 
Society  of  New  York;  and  the  Junior  Aid  Society 
of  the  Lutheran  Hospital  of  New  York.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wigand  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Robert 
Charles  Wigand,  Jr.,  born  June  17,  1924;  and  Helen 
Elise  Wigand,  born  December  18,  1926.  Both  were 
bom  in  the  family  residence  at  No.  4*9  Serpentine 
Road,  Grymes  Hill.  Their  home  is  one  of  the  attrac¬ 
tive  residences  of  that  neighborhood,  with  an  inter¬ 
esting  and  extensive  view  of  New  York  Bay  and 
with  beautiful  grounds  and  gardens. 
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J.  IRVING  PRIER — Representing  the  eighth  gen¬ 
eration  of  Priers  in  America  and  being  of  the  seventh 
generation  to  reside  on  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Prier  thus 
is  descended  from  one  of  our  earliest  pioneer  families. 
For  the  past  few  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  this  borough,  after  being 
variously  employed  with  important  mercantile  and 
brokerage  firms  in  Manhattan.  He  is  a  resident  of 
New  Dorp. 

The  family  of  Prier  is  of  French-Huguenot  de¬ 
scent  and  bearing,  early  members  having  fled  from 
their  native  land  to  Holland,  following  the  persecu¬ 
tion  of  the  Huguenots  in  France.  Long  Island  church 
records  show  that  they  were  represented  in  America 
during  the  middle  and  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century  for  on  “the  second  first  day  of  the  eighth 
month,  1668,  at  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  John  Under¬ 
hill  and  Mary  Pryer”  were  united  in  marriage.  An¬ 
other  wedding  recorded  is  that  of  John  F.  Feake  and 
Elizabeth  Prier  on  July  15,  1670,  at  Killingsworth. 
Still  a  third  marriage  occurred  on  “ye  30th  day  of  ye 
May,  1686,  at  the  house  of  Matthew  Pryer,  Mon- 
tinicott,  John  Gould,  son  of  David  and  Wait  Gould 
of  Rhoad  Island  and  Sarah  Pryer,  daughter  of  Mat¬ 
thew  and  Mary  Pryer  of  Montinicott  on  Long 
Island.” 

According  to  Staten  Island  historians,  however,  the 
first  of  the  Priers  to  voyage  to  America  from  Hol¬ 
land  were  Andries  Pryer  and  Anna  Stymets,  his 
wife.  They  undoubtedly  landed  here  years  before 
1698,  for  in  that  year  the  death  of  Andries  is  recorded. 
They  had  settled  at  Bergen,  in  New  Jersey. 

Further  family  records  treat  of  Ary  (or  Adrian) 
and  Celia  Pryer,  who  had  the  following  children : 
Jan,  baptized  May  21,  1716;  Anna,  baptized  June  3, 
1 722;  Andries,  baptized,  June  27,  1725;  Adrian,  bap¬ 
tized  July  27,  1729  and  Abraham,  baptized  August 
8,  1731.  Baptismal  records  found  in  the  old  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  in  New  York  point  to  many 
Priers  of  early  and  middle  eighteenth  century  birth. 

Concerning  the  New  Jersey  branch,  according  to 
the  official  Roster  of  Continental  Troops  engaging,  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  John  Prior  and  Moses  Prior 
were  soldiers  from  Essex  County.  Privates  in  the 
New  Jersey  regiment  were  Thomas  Pryor  and  Lemon 
Prior. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  representatives  of  the 
second  generation,  children  of  Andries  and  Anna 
(Stymets)  Pryer  of  New  Jersey,  were  the  first  to 
settle  on  Staten  Island,  their  arrival  here  undoubtedly 
being  some  time  after  1700.  It  is  known  that  they 
were  among  the  founders  of  Huguenot  on  the  South 
Shore,  a  location  proudly  named  for  their  ancestry, 
and  for  generations  their  home  was  in  Westfield.  The 
thoroughfare  now  known  as  Huguenot  Avenue,  run¬ 
ning  from  the  Huguenot  station  to  La  Forges’  cor¬ 
ner,  originally  ran  through  the  Pryer  estate,  the  old 
homestead  being  located  on  it.  Old  maps  and  deeds 
describe  the  road  as  “Pryer’s  Lane.” 

During  the  long  years  that  elapsed  the  family  be¬ 
came  united  by  marriage  with  others  on  Staten  Is¬ 
land,  mainly  of  similar  lineage,  such  as  the  Androvet- 
tes,  Manees,  La  Forges  and  others.  As  a  ■  general 
rule  members  of  the  family  were  distinctly  active,  in 
church  and  civic  affairs,  many  of  their  number  being 
identified  with  Woodrow  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  later  with  St.  Andrew’s  Church  at  Richmond. 
At  first,  the  family  name  was  spelled  either  as 
Preyer,  Pryer  or  Prior  and  finally  came  to  be  known 
as  Prier. 

Coming  down  to  the  middle  of  the  1700’s  we  find 
John  Prior,  great-grandfather  of  J.  Irving  Prier. 
John,  whose  birth  occurred  about  1750  or  later  on 


Staten  Island,  may  have  been  the  son  of  an  Andrew 
Prier,  “born  on  September  6,  1732.”  John  resided 
in  the  old  Prier  homestead  built  in  1749,  married 
and  became  the  father  of  Andrew  Prier,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  1782. 

The  latter  was  at  first  a  private  and  later  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  a  corporal’s  rank  in  Captain  Oakley’s  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  New  York  Militia.  He  married,  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  1808,  Catherine  Eddey,  his  wife  being  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  John  and  Samuel  Eddy,  who  settled  in 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1630.  Andrew  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Eddey)  Prier  were  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Leah,  born  October  27,  1809;  Catherine 
Ann,  born  September  6,  1811;  William,  born  March 
8,  1814;  John,  born  November  28,  1817;  Susan,  born 
August  7,  1821 ;  Peter  M.,  born  July  1,  1823 ;  James 
E.,  born  March  25,  1828  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
August  24,  1831.  Andrew  Prier,  the  elder,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1853 ;  his  wife  survived  until  March  20, 
i860. 

James  E.  Prier  was  born  at  Huguenot,  was  educated 
there  and  lived  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in 
the  old  Stephens  Mansion  near  the  courthouse  in 
Richmond.  Of  the  sixth  generation  of  his  family 
on  Staten  Island  he  married  Ellen  J.  La  Forge,  who 
is  still  living.  She  was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Martha  (Garrison)  La  Forge,  and  of  a  family  of  two 
centuries  residence  on  Staten  Island.  The  name  de  La 
Forge  first  appeared  in  the  assessment  roll  of  Bush- 
wick,  Long  Island,  in  1676.  In  1738  there  was  an 
Adrian  La  Forge  who  purchased  land  on  Staten  Is¬ 
land,  after  which  numerous  landmarks  bore  the  name, 
La  Forge,  some  of  which  are  still  prominent  at  the 
present  day.  The  family  came  to  be  particularly 
well  represented  in  the  old  towns  of  Castleton  and 
Westfield,  two  respective  branches  residing  in  these 
two  sections. 

Living  in  Richmond,  James  E.  Prier  and  his  wife 
were  regarded  as  ideal  citizens.  Both  were  of  staunch 
character,  were  strong  supporters  of  civic  causes  of 
worthy  purport  and  greatly  devoted  to  the  care  of 
their  home  and  family.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  Andrew  E.,  and  Hattie,  deceased ; 
Mary  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Clinton  R.  Black  of  Man¬ 
hattan;  William  H.,  a  resident  of  Prince  Bay; 
J.  Irving  Prier,  of  whom  further;  and  Edith  M., 
now  Mrs.  George  W.  White  of  Ridgewood,  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  James  E.  Prier  died  March  4,  1908,  and  is 
buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery. 

J.  Irving  Prier  was  born  in  Richmond  (then  the 
county  seat)  on  September  15,  1878.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  Tottenville  School,  now 
known  as  Public  School  No.  1.  In  subsequent  years 
he  prepared  more  fully  for  a  business  career  by  tak¬ 
ing  a  course  in  general  business  administration.  After 
having  gained  a  thorough  training  for  the  commer¬ 
cial  field,  he  first  became  associated  with  William 
Iseline  and  Company,  a  merchant  commission  house, 
and  was  later  employed  by  Rusche  and  Company,  a 
similar  firm.  In  1919  he  began  a  three-year  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Dupont-De  Nemours  Trading  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  at  the  same  time  had  numerous  other  inter¬ 
ests  in  New  York.  In  1922  he  became  an  export 
commission  broker  in  the  same  city  under  his  own 
name.  By  1926,  however,  the  real  estate  business  had 
begun  to  appeal  to  him  more  than  any  other  form  of 
endeavor,  with  the  result  that  he  founded  a  firm  of 
his  own  on  Staten  Island.  His  office  is  located  at 
No.  52  Wright  Street,  Stapleton,  where  he  has  since 
been  situated.  He  is  at  the  current  time  well  known 
in  his  profession  on  Staten  Island,  managing  a  gen¬ 
eral  realty  establishment  with  appreciable  success. 
Like  others  engaged  in  similar  callings  in  this  bor- 
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ough  he  is  certain  of  Staten  Island’s  coming  advance¬ 
ment  which  will  lead  eventually  to  an  intensive 
development  of  property  holdings  and  to  the  attractive¬ 
ness  of  our  entire  borough  as  a  community  of  homes. 

Within  his  profession  Mr.  Prier  is  a  member  of 
various  societies  and  organizations.  He  has  given 
considerable  attention  to  affairs  of  a  political  nature, 
being  for  long  years  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  a  zealous  supporter  of  programs  sponsored  by 
this  body  locally  and  identified  with  the  Republican 
Club.  As  a  member  of  his  party  and  residing  in  a 
strong  Democratic  district,  he  was  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  county  clerk  and  also  ran  for  alderman 
in  Aldermanic  District  No.  64. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Prier  is  affiliated  with  Beacon 
Light  Lodge,  No.  701,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  with  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  Being  a  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  citizen,  active  in  worthy  public  move¬ 
ments,  he  is  also  associated  with  civic  organizations 
in  this  borough  and  from  time  to  time  has  contributed 
to  the  welfare  of  charitable  bodies.  He  has  long 
been  a  member  of  the  South  Shore  Fire  Department, 
the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association  and  now  serves  as 
treasurer  of  Richmond  Engine  Company. 

J.  Irving  Prier’s  marriage  came  on  July  3,  1918, 
at  Stapleton,  to  Betty  Nordenholt,  daughter  of  Captain 
Claus  and  Adelheidt  (Wooge)  Nordenholt.  To  this 
union  one  son  was  born,  James  Eddey  Prier.  The 
family  attends  the  Moravian  Church  of  New  Dorp 
though  Mr.  Prier  was  formerly  identified  with  old  St. 
Andrew’s  Church  at  Richmond  and  served  for  seven 
years  as  a  vestryman  at  the  latter  house  of  worship. 
The  Prier  family  home  is  attractively  situated  at  No. 
290  Burbank  Avenue,  New  Dorp. 


DAVID  AUGUSTUS  MERSEREAU— Towards 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century  early  members  of 
the  family  mentioned  in  this  narration  were  listed 
among  the  settlers  of  Staten  Island  and  since  that 
time  they  and  their  descendants  have  reflected  the 
worthy  characteristics  for  which  their  Huguenot 
compatriots  were  known  in  the  Old  World.  As  a 
monument  to  their  faith,  social  nature  and  industry, 
they  ever  abided  by  the  high  ideals  that  life  decrees, 
built  homes  for  themselves,  engaged  in  productive 
labor  and  filled  honored  places  in  the  service  of  their 
adopted  country  and  fellowmen.  Records  are  abun¬ 
dant,  both  in  this  community  and  in  the  different 
places  to  which  some  of  their  representatives  have 
removed,  giving  ample  evidence  of  their  achievements 
and  standing  as  useful  citizens. 

Quoting  from  the  Mersereau  genealogy  prepared 
some  time  ago  by  Henry  Lawrence  Mersereau  of  New 
York,  we  relate  directly  a  portion  of  the  reference, 
vis :  “There  is  a  tradition,  doubtless  true,  of  the 
earlier  history  of  this'  family  who  were  Huguenot 
refugees  from  Saintonge,  near  Rochelle,  France, 
about  1685-88.  The  original  manuscript,  now  in  pos¬ 
session  of  one  of  the  family,  has  been  published  in 
Magazine  of  Daughters  of  Revolution,  April,  1892, 
Clute’s  ‘History  of  Staten  Island,’  and  Wilkinson’s 
‘Annals  of  Binghamton.’  The  original  French  fam¬ 
ily  spelled  the  name  Mercereau  (with  c)  and  some 
branches  use  ‘c’  now.  Jan  Mersurole,  who  fled  from 
Picardy,  France,  16 63,  and  settled  in  Brooklyn,  is  of 
a  different  and  distinct  family  name.  There  are  rec¬ 
ords  of  Mercereau  and  Marceau  and  Marceot  as  early 
as  1641  in  Quebec,  Canada  (see  ‘Genealogies’  by  C. 
Tanguay),  but  they  seem  to  have  no  connection  with 
the  New  York  State  or  Staten  Island  family.  Joshua 
and  Daniel  Mercereau  came  to  New  York  about  1688 
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with  their  widowed  mother;  sister  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Pierre  Masse,  and  Marie,  who  married,  July  16,  1693, 
John  La  Tourette.  Records  of  marriages  of  these 
refugees,  also  births  of  children,  are  from  Register  of 
Eglise  Frangoise  of  New  York,  recently  published 
by  the  Huguenot  Society  of  America.” 

From  other  sources  it  is  said  that  John  Mercereau, 
of  France,  a  saddler  by  occupation,  also  versed  in  the 
law  of  his  time  and  a  military  officer,  was  the  father 
of  Joshua  and  Daniel  Mercereau.  However,  it  is  of 
more  particular  interest  to  set  forth  that  which  is  re¬ 
lated  in  the  family  genealogy  and  commence  with  the 
known  progenitors  in  America.  The  reader  will  also 
note  that  the  family  name  was  also  spelled  with  an  “s” 
beginning  with  the  second  syllable  and  the  two  forms, 
Mercereau  and  Mersereau,  are  frequently  used. 

Joshua  and  Daniel  Mercereau,  after  their  arrival  in 
this  country,  in  time  became  identified  with  pioneer 
life  on  Staten  Island  as  it  was  in  those  early  days. 
From  them  resulted  an  unfolding  of  not  only  one  fam¬ 
ily  but  many  who  afterwards  located  in  different  parts 
of  the  Island,  and  elsewhere  in  various  States. 

On  July  16,  1693,  Joshua  Mercereau  1st  married 
Marie  Chadeayne,  and  to  them  were  born  at  least 
four  children,  as  follows:  Marie,  baptized  May  16, 
1695;  Joshua,  born  May  18,  1696;  Paul  and  David, 
who  were  born  about  1698  and  1700  respectively. 
Joshua  Mercereau,  their  father,  died  May  23,  1756, 
aged  ninety-eight  years  and  five  months.  Daniel 
Mercereau,  brother  of  Joshua,  also  married  in  1693, 
on  the  6th  of  August,  Susanne  Marie  Doucinet,  and 
their  children  were  Daniel,  baptized  August  18,  1695; 
Susanne  Marie,  born  July  8,  1697,  and  Marianne,  born 
October  31,  1699,  who  married  Pierre  La  Tourette. 
In  the  census  of  1706  there  were  two  other  Mercer- 
eaus,  John  and  Stephen,  and  it  is  thought  that  Stephen 
was  the  son  of  Daniel,  who  came  from  France  with 
his  mother.  The  death  of  the  latter  Daniel  is  unre¬ 
corded. 

Following  the  period  of  Joshua  and  Daniel  Mercer¬ 
eau,  the  progenitors,  we  find  many  interesting  asso¬ 
ciations  and  events  participated  in  by  their  descend¬ 
ants,  which  should  be  included  in  this  review. 
Through  their  male  line  marriages  the  following 
names,  Corson,  Perine,  Creage,  Michel,  La  Grange, 
Roome  or  Broome,  Roll,  De  Groot,  Prall,  Van  Pelt, 
Barnes,  Rolf,  Bennett,  Johnson,  Vanderbilt,  Lake, 
White,  Van  Horn,  Marshall,  Poillon,  Garretson, 
Christopher,  Tyson,  Winant,  Thatcher,  Drake,  Lay- 
ton,  Britton,  Powell,  Taylor,  Guyon,  and  La  Forge, 
became  identified  with  various  Mercereaus  subse¬ 
quently  during  a  period  of  a  century  and  a  half.  In 
turn,  the  children  from  these  aforementioned  unions 
(more  especially  on  the  female  side  of  the  house), 
became  linked  with  families  such  as  Granger,  Hous- 
man,  Decker,  Cubberly,  De  Hart,  Crocheron,  Simon¬ 
son,  Heberton,  Burbank,  Van  Name,  Gosline  or 
Joline,  Cunningham,  La  Tourette,  Winans,  Winants, 
Beilis,  Rezeau,  Benedict,  Van  Neis,  Holmes,  Turner, 
Fountaine,  Taylor,  Morgan,  Barrett,  Bartholomew, 
Spaulding,  Rhodes,  Freeman,  Catlin,  Yager,  Hyatt, 
Clark,  Sharrott,  and  others  not  included  herein.  The 
reader  will  note  that  these  collateral  Mercereau  or 
Mersereau  family  names  are  still  extant  in  substantial 
number  among  our  present  day  Island  citizens. 

Referring  to  the  activities  of  their  different  mem¬ 
bers  in  affairs  of  citizenship  and  those  of  a  patriotic 
nature,  references  are  numerous.  Richmond  County 
and  New  York  State  records  of  wills  relate  to  their 
land  and  other  possessions.  It  is  thus  indicated,  for 
the  most  part,  that  they  were  prosperous  agricultur- 
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ists  and  besides  this  calling  there  were  several  able 
seamen  in  the  family  who  served  before  the  mast  in 
nearby  waters  and  in  coastal  trade.  However,  the 
cause  of  Colonial  independence  from  British  rule  dur¬ 
ing  the  American  Revolution  and  the  later  British- 
American  War  of  1812,  were  events  in  which  several 
Mercereaus  served  gallantly. 

Conspicuous  in  the  family  was  Joshua  Mercereau, 
3d,  (in  direct  descent  of  Joshua  2d  and  Joshua  1st). 
He  w,as  educated  at  Columbia  College,  now  Columbia 
University,  and  practiced  law  in  New  York.  During 
the  Revolution  he  was  a  Richmond  County  represen¬ 
tative  in  the  Provincial  Assembly  of  New  York  and 
also  acted  as  Deputy  Commissary  of  Prisoners  under 
General  Elias  Boudinot,  with  headquarters  at  Rut¬ 
land,  near  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  later  at  Eliza¬ 
bethtown,  New  Jersey.  His  services  were  continu¬ 
ous  in  various  capacities  during  the  war,  proven  by 
manuscript  records.  One  of  these  letters  tells  of  the 
British  threatening  to  hang  him  on  Staten  Island,  also 
his  brother  Cornelius,  when  he  went  to  arrange  an  ex¬ 
change  of  prisoners.  In  another  letter  he  sends  his 
regards  to  General  and  Mrs.  Boudinot  and  through 
them  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington.  He  also 
sent  confidential  communications  to  Hancock  and 
Adams  and  spoke  of  General  Howe  and  General  Bur- 
goyne’s  surrender,  etc.  His  name  appears  on  Staten 
Island  records  of  transfers  of  land  from  1762  to  1780, 
and  then  as  other  soldiers  did,  he  secured  grants  of 
land  in  the  upper  part  of  the  State,  as  mentioned  in 
New  York  records.  After  the  war  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Tioga  County,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
earliest  judges.  Further  particulars  of  his  life  are 
mentioned  in  the  Magazine  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  a  lineal  descendant  of  his  being 
the  editor  at  the  time  of  issue.  It  is  well  to  add, 
nevertheless,  that  his  mother  was  Mary  Corsen  and 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  in  order  of  age,  were  Jacob, 
Elizabeth,  David,  Mary,  Cornelius,  Paul,  another 
Elizabeth,  and  Rachel,  all  born  between  1730  and 
1746,  his  own  birth  having  occurred  1728. 

Jacob,  his  next  brother,  was  also  engaged  in  patri¬ 
otic  service  during  the  Revolution  and  his  descendants 
remained  on  Staten  Island  and  in  nearby  New  Jersey 
after  the  war.  John  Mersereau,  another  brother,  also 
served  during  the  Revolution.  He  was  instrumental 
in  saving  the  retreat  of  General  Washington’s  army 
after  crossing  the  Delaware  River,  by  discovering  a 
sunken  boat  and  destroying  it.  He  drove  a  post- 
coach  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia  and  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  had  turned  his  horses  over  to  the 
American  Army.  After  the  Revolution  he  removed 
with  his  family,  as  did  Joshua’s,  to  the  wilderness  on 
the  banks  of  Susquehainna  River,  and  founded  the 
village  of  Union,  New  York.  Cornelius,  the  seventh 
member  of  this  Revolutionary  War  family,  likewise 
rendered  patriotic  aid  to  the  colonies  and  appears  to 
have  passed  his  life  on  the  Island.  In  the  same  war, 
the  next  brother,  Paul,  served  as  a  sailor. 

Further  accounts  during  these  times  are  also  of  in¬ 
terest.  Joshua  Mersereau,  4th,  the  son  of  Joshua,  3d, 
was  born  on  Staten  Island  1758.  While  a  youth  he 
was  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  office  of  Deputy 
Commissary  at  Rutland,  Massachusetts,  but  later  ac¬ 
companied  Lord  Stirling’s  expedition  against  Fort 
Richmond.  He  was  a  prisoner  in  1783  on  the  British 
ship  “Scorpion”  in  New  York  Bay.  After  the  war  he 
removed  with  his  wife  and  father  to  the  Susquehanna 
Valley,  and  located  near  Unadilla,  where  he  engaged 
in  lumbering.  His  brother,  John,  also  served  in  the 
Colonial  forces  and  later  went  to  that  valley  country 
to  live.  There  was  a  Peter  Mersereau,  born  in  1741, 


son  of  John,  whose  father  was  either  Daniel  or  Joshua 
(the  progenitors).  He  acquitted  himself  favorably 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  Staten 
Island,  January  18,  1776,  which  selected  representa¬ 
tives  to  the  Provincial  Congress.  It  is  of  historical 
note  that  the  latter  body,  on  July  4th  of  that  year, 
issued  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  (See  Clute’s 
“History  of  Staten  Island.”)  Fourth  in  line  of 
descent  was  another  Joshua  Mersereau,  born  here  in 
1 773,  the  son  of  Paul,  grandson  of  Joshua,  2d,  and 
great-grandson  of  Joshua,  1st,  the  progenitor.  With 
Paul  his  brother,  he  served  in  a  military  company 
during  the  War  of  1812  against  the  British.  Then 
there  was  a  John  Mersereau,  born  about  1735,  whose 
previous  ancestry  is  hard  to  trace.  It  appears  that  he 
remained  on  the  Island  during  the  Revolution,  but 
afterwards  went  with  his  wife,  Charity  Van  Horn, 
sons  Lawrence  and  Andrew,  and  others  to  England’s 
maritime  province,  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  (See 
Sabine’s  “American  Loyalists.”)  Of  his  other  sons, 
John  settled  in  Manhattan  and  Jacob  and  David  re¬ 
mained  on  Staten  Island. 

A  seafaring  man  in  the  family  was  David  Mercer¬ 
eau,  born  in  1769,  son  of  David,  and  grandson  of 
Joshua,  1st.  He  was  known  for  his  daring  and  ex¬ 
ploits  at  sea,  but  on  a  voyage  to  Virginia,  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  wife  and  several  children.  He 
managed  to  reach  safety  and  return  home.  Lawrence 
Mercereau,  whose  descent  was  from  Joshua  1st,  2d, 
and  3d,  was  also  born  here  about  1773.  He  located  at 
Union,  New  York,  where  he  did  farming  and  lumber¬ 
ing.  For  ten  years  he  served  in  the  State  Militia  and 
was  commissioned  captain.  He  lived  to  the  age  of 
one  hundred  years,  being  blessed  with  longevity,  a 
well-known  family  endowment.  Of  the  law  makers 
of  this  illustrious  family  was  Jacob  Mercereau  (son 
of  Jacob,  grandson  of  Joshua  and  great-grandson  of 
Joshua,  1st).  This  Jacob  was  a  member  of  the  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  Empire  State,  1832-33,  as  was  Peter, 
his  brother,  who  served  in  the  same  capacity  at  Albany 
in  1845.  Then  lastly,  was  Daniel  P.  Mersereau,  born 
in  1835,  who  was  first  among  those  to  render  valiant 
service  to  the  Union  cause  in  the  great  Civil  War. 
In  that  conflict  between  the  Northern  and  Confeder¬ 
ate  States  a  son  of  the  previously-mentioned  Lawr¬ 
ence,  John  C.  Mersereau  by  name,  was  a  lieutenant 
in  the  43d  Infantry  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  another  son,  Lawrence,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the  few 
members  of  the  family  to  serve  as  ministers  of  the 
Gospel.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Union  College  and 
followed  the  career  of  a  Presbyterian  clergyman.  As 
much  has  been  described  in  the  foregoing  lines  con¬ 
cerning  the  war  and  civil  records  of  the  Mersereaus 
during  these  early  times,  a  few  words  might  be  added 
about  a  number  of  the  family  who  left  Staten  Island. 
Some  removed  to  nearby  New  Jersey  and  New  York, 
and  to  up-State  counties,  especially  Tioga  and  Cay¬ 
uga,  where  they  were  included  among  the  prominent 
citizens.  And  further,  other  Mersereaus  have  estab¬ 
lished  abodes  throughout  the  far  reaches  of  this 
country. 

In  reviewing  the  Mersereau  genealogy  there  appear 
many  similar  given  names  and  dates  in  this  prolific 
family,  therefore  it  is  advisable  for  one  seeking  a 
direct  line  of  descent  to  any  of  these  mentioned  fore¬ 
bears  to  be  sure  of  his  ground.  The  preceding  narra¬ 
tion  is  merely  a  resume  of  the  more  important  his¬ 
torical  data  gleaned  from  the  material  at  hand.  But 
it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  those  interested  could, 
with  diligent  care,  be  rewarded  in  their  efforts  with 
authentic  ancestral  connections.  The  “Wills  of  New 
York”  and  “Church  Records  of  Manhattan,”  supple- 
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merited  by  family  documents  and  other  references,  es¬ 
pecially  those  in  the  now  ancient  Island  houses  of 
worship,  St.  Andrew’s  at  Richmond,  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church,  Port  Richmond,  and  Woodrow  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Woodrow,  contain  some'  information 
but  not  entirely  enough  in  every  case  to  confirm  such 
ancestry. 

Describing  the  family  history  of  especial  relation  to 
this  review,  that  of  David  Augustus  Mersereau,  it  is 
at  present  of  a  two  hundred  and  forty-three  years  vin¬ 
tage  in  local  annals.  Mr.  Mersereau,  who  spells  his 
name  with  an  “s,”  is  still  physically  active  and  mentally 
alert  at  eighty-two,  he  having  been  born  at  Woodrow 
on  January  2,  1849.  His  father  was  Samuel  Jackson 
Mercereau,  the  son  of  David  Mercereau.  The  latter,  a 
farmer,  also  a  sea-faring  man  and  captain  oi  a  vessel, 
passed  away  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-six  in  1835. 
His  wife,  Martha,  was  thought  to  have  been  the  widow 
of  Peter  Winant.  There  were  six  children  born  of  her 
union  with  David  Mercereau.  The  birth  and  baptismal 
dates  of  the  first  three  appear  in  the  records  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Church.  The  first  child  was  George  Win¬ 
ant  Mercereau,  born  March  14,  1810,  who  married 
Mary  Morgan,  born  September  15,  1819,  and  their 
children  were.  William  F.  and  Robert  E.  The  second, 
Rebecca,  born  July  4,  1811,  married  a  member  of  the 
Allen  family.  The  third,  David,  Jr.,  was  born  March 
24,  1813.  After  this  child’s  birth,  David  Mercereau, 
Sr.,  and  his  wife  changed  church  affiliations  to 
Woodrow  Methodist  Church.  According  to  baptismal 
records  there,  Samuel  Jackson,  the  father  of  David 
Augustus  Mersereau,  was  born  August  2,  1816,  and 
baptized  on  October  20,  1816.  The  last  two  children 
of  David  Mercereau,  Sr.,  were  Eliza  Jane,  born  De¬ 
cember  18,  1817,  and  Ephraim  Johnson  on  April  11, 
1822. 

It  is  opportune  here  to  state  briefly  the  direct  line 
of  ancestry  of  this  branch  of  the  family  which  traces 
back  to  Joshua,  1st,  the  progenitor,  who  came  to 
America  about  1688,  and  who  is  described  more  fully 
in  the  beginning  of  this  narrative.  From  Joshua,  1st, 
the  line  runs  to  David,  his  son,  born  about  1700,  who 
married  three  times,  the  third  wife  having  been  Soffia 
Perine,  whom  he  married  May  15,  1785.  Then  comes 
David  (four  times  married),  the  son  of  that  David, 
followed  by  Samuel  Jackson  Mercereau,  the  father  of 
our  David  Augustus  Mersereau  of  Great  Kills.  These 
singularly  long-spanned  generation  references  were 
taken  from  the  family  Bible  now  in  the  possession  of 
Charles  Mercereau  of  Jersey  City,  who  is  past  eighty 
himself. 

Samuel  Jackson  Mercereau  was  educated  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  at  Woodrow  and  was  a  lifetime  resident 
on  the  Island.  His  marriage  to  Amanda  Van  Pelt, 
also  of  a  pioneer  family,  took  place  February  27, 
1848.  She  died  some  time  before  the  year  1855,  her 
husband  surviving  her  until  1888.  He  married  again 
and  had  two  children,  Rebecca  and  Mary  Jane.  Old 
Woodrow  Churchyard  is  the  burial  place  of  these 
elder  Mercereaus. 

David  Augustus  Mersereau,  the  only  child  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Jackson  and  Amanda  (Van  Pelt)  Mercereau,  re¬ 
ceived  his  educational  training  in  the  original  pay 
schools  on  the  Island.  During  these  early  years  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  managing  of  the  farm  but 
became  a  licensed  master  of  a  sailing  schooner  at 
twenty  years  of  age. 

Following  his  marine  career,  he  in  time  became 
widely  known  in  this  occupation  and  well  regarded  as 
a  member  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  resided 
so  long.  He  retired  from  active  service  in  1920. 

Mr.  Mersereau  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Order  of 


Foresters  for  a  number  of  years,  is  interested  in 
worthwhile  civic  enterprises  and  has  always  taken 
pride  in  the  development  of  Staten  Island. 

David  A.  Mersereau’s  marriage  took  place  April 
25,  1878,  to  Catherine  Locky  McLean,  of  New  York, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Campbell)  Mc¬ 
Lean  of  Paisley,  Scotland.  By  this  marriage  there 
were  seven  children :  x.  Agnes  H.,  born  September  8, 
1880,  died  in  1927;  married  Elliott  Couden  of  Toledo, 
Ohio.  They  had  three  children:  Helen,  Elliott  and 
Ethel.  2.  Irwin  Augustus,  born  June  18,  1882,  died 
June  22,  1886.  3.  Edith  Q.,  born  May  16,  1886,  died 
November  7,  1914.  She  was  the  wife  of  Herman 
Harris  of  Staten  Island,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children:  David,  Ruth  E.,  and  Harold  M.  4.  Ethel 
Florence,  was  born  July  31,  1889.  5.  Clayton  Ripley, 
was  born  October  10,  1890.  He  married  Ann  Castle 
of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  on  November  28,  1919.  6.  Don¬ 
ald  McLean,  born  June  9,  1899,  died  January  30, 
1930.  He  served  with  the  United  States  Navy  during 
the  World  War,  being  among  the  first  volunteers. 
The  United  States  Steamship  “President  Lincoln” 
was  the  ship  to  which  he  was  assigned,  and  he  was 
aboard  when  she  was  torpedoed  by  a  German  sub¬ 
marine.  He  married  Gladys  Hasson  of  West  New 
Brighton  on  November  18,  1919,  three  children  having 
been  born  to  this  marriage:  James  H.,  Donald  M., 
and  John  J.  7.  Ronald  Holmes,  twin  brother  of  the 
late  Donald  McLean,  married  Sarah  L.  Walker  of 
Evansville,  Indiana.  They  have  one  child,  Stuart  Cur¬ 
tis  Mercereau. 


PETER  LARSEN — The  borough  of  Richmond 
has  more  particularly  witnessed  its  greatest  develop¬ 
ment  and  upbuilding  since  a  few  years  after  the  in¬ 
corporation  of  this  Island  into  the  Greater  City  of 
New  York.  Along  with  this  forward  movement  came 
stimulating  effects  which  aroused  the  older  residents 
to  the  necessity  of  keeping  abreast  of  the  times  and 
attracting  to  our  community  new  leaders  in  various 
walks  of  life.  One  of  this  latter  group  was  Peter 
Larsen,  whose  name  heads  this  review  and  who,  for 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  has  not  only  given  good 
account  of  his  presence  as  a  resident  but  also  is  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  outstanding  builders  of  Staten 
Island.  His  varied  activities  include  interest  in  the 
commercial,  financial,  civic  and  social  phases  of  com¬ 
munity  life  and  his  success  in  such  can  be  attributed 
to  his  fair  dealings,  energy  and  ability. 

A  native  of  Stavanger,  Norway,  Mr.  Larsen  was 
born  there  July  19,  1879.  Having  acquired  a  theo¬ 
retical  training  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  Mr. 
Larsen,  as  a  young  man,  set  out  to  learn  the  building 
trade  in  its  many  branches.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  was  employed  by  various  building  concerns  in 
Norway  and  through  these  connections  gained  a  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  of  building  which  was  to  prove  an 
invaluable  asset  to  him.  Learning  of  the  possibilities 
for  young  men  in  the  United  States  and  having  ac¬ 
quired  the  fundamentals  of  construction  work,  he  left 
Norway  for  America,  landing  here  on  April  1,  1902. 
He  at  once  settled  on  Staten  Island  and  began  to 
work  for  local  contractors;  in  1904  he  established 
himself  in  the  building  business  in  his  own  name,  con¬ 
fining  his  activities  to  the  erection  of  individual  resi¬ 
dences. 

Mr.  Larsen  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
builder  on  Staten  Island  to  develop  on  a  large  scale 
and  instead  of  contracting  to  build  one  or  two  houses 
he  would  acquire  a  large,  unused  estate  or  other  tract 
of  land  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  make  an  attractive 
residential  center,  and  erect  one  hundred  or  more 
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houses  in  one  operation.  This  method  enabled  people 
of  moderate  circumstances  to  own  their  own  homes  at 
prices  which  would  not  have  been  possible  under  the 
contract  method.  During  his  long  and  successful 
career,  Mr.  Larsen  has  always  enjoyed  the  reputation 
of  building  good,  substantial  and  beautiful  homes,  his 
work  having  been  of  utmost  importance  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  real  estate.  His  office  is  located  at  No. 
50  Decker  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

Although  his  immediate  business  demands  the 
greater  part  of  his  time,  he  has  for  a  number  of  years 
associated  himself  with  other  interests,  chiefly  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  both  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Savings  Bank  and  the  Staten  Island 
Building  Loan  and  Savings  Association  and  a  member 
of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  and  club  affiliations  are  with  Richmond  Lodge, 
No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  New  Brighton 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Tall  Cedars  of  Leb¬ 
anon;  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Fox  Hills  Golf  Club.  His  pet  hobbies  are  golf,  hunt¬ 
ing,  fishing,  bowling  and  athletics  in  general.  Mr. 
Larsen  also  finds  diversion  in  travel,  having  exten¬ 
sively  toured  the  United  States  and  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  having  made  trips  to  his  native  home  in  Norway. 

In  1908,  at  San  Francisco,  Mr.  Larsen  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Gudrun  Helgesen,  formerly  of  Eger- 
sund,  Norway,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Lawrence,  born  in  1910,  a  graduate  of  New 
York  Military  Academy  and  now  at  Yale  University; 
Norman,  born  in  1913,  attending  Peddie  Preparatory 
School  at  Hightstown,  New  Jersey;  and  Muriel,  born 
in  1922,  attending  Public  School  No.  20,  in  Port 
Richmond. 

Mr.  Larsen  and  his  family  are  members  of  Zion 
Scandinavian  Lutheran  Church  and  are  active  in 
philanthropical  and  charitable  works.  Mrs.  Larsen 
is  also  active  as  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Star.  The  family  residence  is  also  at  No.  50 
Decker  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


VINCENT  GORMAN  SMITH,  M.  D.—As  one 
of  the  younger  men  of  the  medical  profession  in 
Richmond  County,  Dr.  Smith  is  junior  attending 
surgeon  at  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department 
of  Staten  Island  Hospital,  and  assistant  surgeon  at 
the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital. 

Dr.  Smith  was  born  August  9,  1894  at  Central 
Bridge,  Schoharie  County,  New  York,  the  son  of 
Thomas  C.  and  Catherine  (Gorman)  Smith.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  local  schools,  then  Cobleskill  High  School 
after  which  he  studied  two  years  at  Union  University. 
From  there  he  went  to  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  where  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi¬ 
cine  in  1916.  For  the  next  fifteen  months  he  was  an 
interne  in  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  and  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1918,  passed  to  the  Army  Medical  School, 
where,  after  four  months,  he  was  commissioned  as 
first  lieutenant.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Camp 
Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  serving  until  September, 
1919,  when  he  returned  to  Staten  Island,  and  entered 
upon  the  private  practice  of  his  profession. 

On  September  9,  1921,  Dr.  Smith  married  Angela 
Verplaetse,  daughter  of  the  late  Gustave  and  of 
Wanda  Verplaetse,  of  Staten  Island,  who  resided  in 
St.  George.  Their  children  are  Charles,  Edward  and 
Virginia  Alice. 


CHARLES  HENRI  DREYFUS— As  one  of  the 

younger  members  of  the  legal  profession  on  Staten 


Island,  Mr.  Dreyfus  engages  in  a  general  practice  of 
his  calling,  with  offices  in  St.  George.  He  is  a  native 
of  Clifton  and  at  various  times  during  his  career  has 
been  active  in  business  and  commercial  pursuits. 
During  the  World  War  he  served  as  an  army  instruc¬ 
tor  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  Government 
and  has  since  been  identified  in  military  affairs,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  seeking  to  educate  and  train  the  youth 
of  our  land.  As  a  well-regarded  citizen  of  this  bor¬ 
ough  his  support  of  movements  of  a  general  civic 
character  has  been  generous. 

The  family  of  which  Mr.  Dreyfus  is  a  member 
was  seated  for  numerous  generations  in  Switzerland, 
its  representatives  having  long  been  recognized  for 
their  support  of  patriotic  affairs  and  for  their  suc¬ 
cess  in  professional  and  business  life.  John  Dreyfus, 
father  of  our  Mr.  Dreyfus,  was  born  in  Neuchatel, 
but  at  a  relatively  early  age  voyaged  to  the  United 
States  where  he  felt  that  greater  opportunity  for 
economic  betterment  would  avail  itself.  He  entered 
the  insurance  business  and  at  length  organized  a  firm 
of  his  own  located  at  No.  120  Broadway.  Though 
the  special  field  of  business  that  he  had  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  was  steadily  becoming  a  severely-com- 
petitive  one,  yet  he  achieved  success  in  his  under¬ 
taking.  He  married  Pauline  Reynesville,  a  native  of 
France  and  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Clifton, 
later  removing  to  Englewood,  New  Jersey,  where  Mr. 
Dreyfus  died  in  January,  1925.  Mrs.  Dreyfus  still 
survives  and  resides  with  her  son. 

Charles  Henri  Dreyfus  was  born  in  Clifton,  August 
6,  1897,  and  after  obtaining  his  earlier  education  at 
Public  School  No.  14,  he  entered  Curtis  High  School. 
At  this  institution,  in  addition  to  being  proficient  in 
scholarly  pursuits  he  also  won  honors  as  an  athlete, 
playing  on  the  ’varsity  football  and  track  teams  and 
displaying  skill  in  gymnasium  work.  After  his  grad¬ 
uation  from  Curtis  High  School  he  matriculated  at 
New  York  University,  but  after  two  years  of  study 
determined  to  join  the  army,  the  United  States  hav¬ 
ing  declared  war  on  Germany  and  thus  becoming 
connected  with  the  Allied  cause. 

Mr.  Dreyfus  thereupon  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Army,  in  September  of  1917,  being  then  only 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  was  first  stationed  at  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Island,  New  York,  until  October,  1917.  He  was 
then  sent  to  Camp  Upton,  Long  Island,  where  he 
remained  until  March,  1918,  and  went  from  thence  to 
Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  being  located  in  the  latter 
cantonment  until  the  end  of  June,  1918.  In  July  of 
the  same  year  he  was  assigned  to  Camp  Lee,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  there  on  October  15,  1918  was  commis¬ 
sioned  a  second  lieutenant  of  infantry,  remaining 
at  that  post  as  instructor  of  replacement  troops  until 
his  discharge  of  January  15,  1919.  He  was  not  only 
the  youngest  member  of  his  company  to  receive  a  com¬ 
mission  but  was  thought  to  be  the  youngest  commis¬ 
sioned  officer  in  the  service.  On  no  less  than  three 
separate  occasions  he  prepared  himself  to  sail  over¬ 
seas  but  in  each  instance  the  order  was  summarily 
countermanded.  Since  leaving  the  army  he  had  been 
deeply  interested  in  military  education  for  the  youth 
of  this  country  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
work  that  the  government  is  promoting  along  these 
lines  throughout  the  country.  During  1926-27  he 
served  as  an  instructor  in  the  Citizens’  Military 
Training  Camp  at  Plattsburg,  New  York. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  in  January,  1919, 
Mr.  Dreyfus  decided  to  enter  the  world  of  business 
and  accordingly  took  a  position  in  the  Chapal  Freres 
Fur  Factory  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  remained  for  but 
three  months.  Giving  up  that  situation,  he  then  be¬ 
came  connected  with  the  largest  wholesale  poultry 
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and  meat  establishment  in  New  York,  that  of  A. 
Silz,  Incorporated,  located  at  Fourteenth  Street,  near 
Ninth  Avenue.  Although  being  associated  with  that 
company  but  a  year,  he  was  enabled  to  rise  to  the 
position  of  chief  clerk  of  the  order  department.  His 
next  connection  was  with  the  Mercantile  Bank  of 
the  Americas.  While  thus  engaged  he  learned  that 
Fordham  University  was  offering  a  special  law  course, 
thereby  affording  an  opportunity  for  him  to  enhance 
his  business  training  with  legal  knowledge,  though  at 
that  time  he  had  no  definite  idea  of  becoming  an 
attorney.  He  therefore  began  to  acquire  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  while  still  a  student  at 
Fordham  became  an  assistant  in  the  office  of  Harry 
Kutscher,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work,  whose 
law  office  was  in  New  York  City,  at  No.  51  Cham¬ 
bers  Street.  Becoming  engrossed  in  his  studies  and 
having  a  natural  aptitude  for  jurisprudence,  his  inter¬ 
est  was  greatly  manifested  in  this  work.  In  1924 
he  completed  his  course,  passed  the  State  bar  examina¬ 
tions  and  was  duly  admitted  to  practice  before  the 
Richmond  County  Bar.  In  this  same  year  his  father 
was  taken  ill,  thus  making  it  necessary  for  Mr. 
Dreyfus  to  assume  charge  of  the  business,  though 
naturally  conducting  his  legal  practice  at  the  same 
time.  In  May,  1927,  after  the  death  of  the  elder 
Dreyfus,  the  insurance  establishment  was  disposed  of, 
allowing  his  son  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  the  work 
of  his  profession.  His  headquarters  are  located  at  No. 
56  Bay  Street,  St.  George. 

Mr.  Dreyfus  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Bar  Association,  New  York  County  Lawyers  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  other  societies  allied  with  his  profession. 
His  military  interests  and  activities  absorb  some  por¬ 
tion  of  his  attention  and  at  present  he  is  secretary 
of  the  Richmond  County  Committee,  Citizens’  Mili¬ 
tary  Training  Camp.  He  is  also  on  the  reserve  list 
as  captain  of  Infantry,  77th  Division,  and  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  Slosson  Post  of  the  American  Legion.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  his  affiliations  are  with  La  Sincerite  Lodge, 
No.  373,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 


MRS.  ANNA  B.  FAYE — In  these  modern  times 
one  observes  frequent  examples  of  the  outward  tal¬ 
ents  and  ability  of  women  in  the  diverse  callings  of 
life,  more  than  ever  before.  The  rearing  of  a  family 
together  with  the  promotion  of  a  business  is  a  task 
that  demands  no  small  amount  of  genius,  initiative 
and  patience,  especially  where  a  woman  is  the  guide 
in  such  affairs.  Some  authorities  maintain  that  these 
desirable  qualities  must  be  inbred  within  the  individ¬ 
ual,  and  others  assert  that  environment,  along  with 
proper  training  and  education,  gives  youth  the  strength 
and  forbearance  necessary  to  success. 

But  reason  dictates  that  in  considering  the  lives 
and  deeds  of  many  such  successful  individuals,  one, 
however,  will  find  that  those  possessing  a  balance  of 
these  two  qualities  are  more  likely  to  win  achievement 
in  their  special  career  either  as  parents  or  in  their 
vocation. 

A  splendid  example  of  such  a  happy  combination  is 
evident  in  the  life  of  Mrs.  Anna  B.  Faye,  the  mother 
of  five  children,  and  the  founder  and  proprietress  of 
the  well-known  Faye  Coal  Company  of  West  New 
Brighton.  Mrs.  Faye’s  cultural  and  intellectual 
status,  as  well  as  her  business  acumen  can  be  attrib¬ 
uted,  in  a  large  measure,  to  the  heritage  derived  from 
a  substantial  ancestry  and  from  her  devoted  parents. 
A  daughter  of  Peter  Knudsen  and  Lina  (Lindseth) 
Knudsen,  the  date  and  place  of  her  birth  was  March 


6,  1883,  at  Bergen,  Norway.  She  was  the  eldest 
daughter  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom 
were  first  educated  in  private  schools  of  their  home 
town  and  later  received  training  requisite  to  their  sta¬ 
tions  in  life.  Of  these,  nine  grew  to  maturity. 

Her  parents  were  descended  from  forebears  of  Nor¬ 
wegian  origin,  as  their  family  genealogies  can  be 
traced  hundreds  of  years  back  in  the  chronicles  of 
that  country.  Her  father,  who  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  a  farm,  has  been  for  some  time  a  well- 
known  business  man  of  Bergen,  and  is  now  a  wealthy 
manufacturer  of  that  place. 

Mrs.  Faye  first  attended  Madame  Sophia  Grieg’s 
School  for  Girls  in  Bergen,  and  subsequently  went 
to  Tonsberg  in  the  same  country,  where  she  completed 
her  educational  instruction  as  a  student  of  the  finish¬ 
ing  school  of  Madame  Hilda  Balchen. 

A  few  years  later,  after  she  had  left  Norway  to 
live  in  the  United  States,  she  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  Greve  Faye,  their  marriage  taking  place  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts.  Her  husband,  a  son  of  Hans 
Hagelsteen  and  Diana  (Hjortass)  Faye,  and  of  a 
family  of  seventeen  children,  was  also  of  Bergen,  and 
they  had  been  friends  in  early  childhood  days.  His 
father  was  the  owner  of  the  Eidsvaag  Flour  Mills,  a 
bank  director,  and  an  outstanding  figure  in  Bergen 
business  circles.  For  years  the  younger  Faye  was 
captain  of  a  Norwegian  freighter. 

Mrs.  Faye  has  been  living  on  Staten  Island  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  where  she  has,  without  assist¬ 
ance,  achieved  phenomenal  success.  In  1912,  she 
organized,  in  a  modest  and  carefully  planned  way,  a 
retail  coal  business  which  has  borne  the  name  of  the 
Faye  Coal  Company.  Ever  since  that  time  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  beginning,  when  there  were  many  hard¬ 
ships  to  overcome,  her  persistency  and  native  energy, 
coupled  with  a  ready  acceptance  and  use  of  the  cor¬ 
rect  principles  of  business  organization,  led  to  the 
gradual  development  of  one  of  the  few  largest  retail 
coal  enterprises  on  the  Island.  She  has  a  fair-sized 
staff  of  employees,  numerous  delivery  trucks,  and  va¬ 
rious  equipment  for  carrying  on  an  increasing  busi¬ 
ness.  And  not  only  in  this  business  has  she  been  suc¬ 
cessful  but  in  other  commercial  relations  she  has  at¬ 
tained  a  well  deserved  standing.  Her  offices  and  yards 
are  located  at  the  foot  of  Barker  Street,  West  New 
Brighton,  and  at  the  foot  of  Putnam  Street,  Elting- 
ville.  She  owns  other  improved  property  in  both 
localities.  As  for  the  progress  of  Staten  Island,  Mrs. 
Faye  is  ardently  interested  in  its  welfare  and  that  of 
its  citizens  and  no  movement  of  worthy  motive  has 
gone  without  her  influence  and  assistance. 

Mrs.  Faye  became  the  mother  of  five  children:  1. 
Henry  Greve,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
At  the  time  of  his  demise,  after  an  illness  of  only  two 
days,  he  was  a  member  of  the  graduating  class  of 
Curtis  High  School,  and  one  of  the  popular  students 
at  this  institution:  he  was  also  active  as  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  West  New  Brighton. 
2.  Edith  Marie,  who  died  while  undergoing  an  opera¬ 
tion,  was  a  pupil  in  Public  School  No.  18:  her  mother 
experienced  another  tragic  loss  when  this  daughter 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  3.  Helen 
Siegfried,  was  graduated  from  the  Staten  Island  Acad¬ 
emy  in  1927,  and  is  also  a  graduate  of  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital,  New  York.  She  is  athletic  and  proficient 
in  numerous  sports.  4.  Clarence  Wilfred,  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Carson  Long  Institute,  a  military  school 
in  Pennsylvania.  He  is  now  (1931)  a  student  in  New 
York  University,  where  he  is  pursuing  a  business  ad¬ 
ministration  course.  Later  he  will  become  associated 
with  his  mother’s  business  interests.  5.  Katie  Lucie, 
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was  graduated  from  the  Staten  Island  Academy,  and 
is  now  a  student  at  Katharine  Gibbs’  School,  Park 
Avenue,  New  York  City. 

Mrs.  Faye,  in  addition  to  attending  to  the  duties 
of  her  household  and  managing  her  business  interests 
has  enjoyed  a  wide  acquaintance  on  the  Island.  She 
is  fortunate  in  having  the  good  will  and  the  high 
esteem  of  everyone  with  whom  she  has  become  con¬ 
nected  through  her  business  and  social  associations. 
She  has  given  a  close  and  vigilant  attention  to  her 
duties  as  a  mother  and  in  reward  for  her  efforts  they 
are  reflecting  the  qualities  that  promise  a  successful 
future  for  them.  Mrs.  Faye  resides  at  No.  3  Trinity 
Place,  West  New  Brighton,  and  on  Wakefield  Road, 
Eltingville,  she  maintains  a  splendid  summer  home. 
This  is  indeed  a  distinctive  record  for  a  successful 
mother  and  business  woman  and  is  deserving  of  a 
prominent  place  in  the  pages  of  this  historical  work. 


LESLIE  T.  McCORMICK,  D.  D.  S.— Active  in 
the  practice  of  dentistry  on  Staten  Island  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  Dr.  McCormick  has  attained  a  worthy 
standing  for  careful  and  conscientious  work.  He 
has  offices  at  Stapleton,  equipped  with  modern  ap¬ 
pliances  to  meet  the  needs  of  his  increasing  practice. 

Dr.  McCormick  was  born  at  Clayton,  Jefferson 
County,  New  York,  July  30,  1895,  the  son  of  Michael 
and  Sophie  (Lantier)  McCormick,  the  former  a  sub¬ 
stantial  farmer  of  Clayton.  After  receiving  his  early 
education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Clay¬ 
ton,  Dr.  McCormick  entered  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1923  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Sur¬ 
gery.  He  then  opened  an  office  in  Lowville,  Lewis 
County,  but  in  less  than  a  year  decided  to  remove 
to  Staten  Island.  Here  he  established  himself  in  the 
Pape  Building,  Stapleton.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
Richmond  County  Dental  Society  and  the  Second 
District  (Brooklyn)  Dental  Society.  Dr.  McCor¬ 
mick  is  intensely  interested  in  the  free  dental  clinic 
on  Staten  Island  and  gives  freely  of  his  time  and 
means  in  its  support. 

During  the  World  War  he  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  United  States  Navy  and  served  actively  for 
twenty- two  months.  For  fifteen  months  of  that  time 
he  was  on  the  United  States  Hospital  Ship  “Solace” 
and  for  six  months  was  on  the  United  States  De¬ 
stroyer  “Hopkins.” 

Dr.  McCormick  married  Mary  L.  Robbins,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Marjorie  Lucille  and  Rosemary. 


KASPAR  SCHNEIDER — For  one  whose  life  was 
characterized  by  perseverance  and  ability  in  business 
affairs  and  generous  assistance  in  matters  of  public 
concern,  Mr.  Schneider,  whose  death  occurred  in  1898, 
is  remembered  by  the  older  residents  as  a  loyal  citi¬ 
zen.  He  was  the  owner  and  operator  of  a  chemical 
manufacturing  plant  in  Stapleton,  having  come  here 
from  New  York  years  ago.  During  the  Civil  War 
he  served  on  the  battlefields  in  that  conflict  and 
gave  freely  of  his  patriotism  to  the  Northern  cause. 

The  family  of  Schneider  was  native  to  the  Province 
of  Bavaria,  Germany,  Mr.  Schneider’s  birth  having 
occurred  on  November  7,  1823,  in  a  mountain  resi¬ 
dence  in  that  country.  His  father,  also  named  Kas- 
par,  was  an  owner  of  a  large  acreage  of  timber 
lands  and  possessed  large  herds  of  sheep. 

The  younger  Kaspar  Schneider  (or  “Casper,”  as  he 
was  later  known  on  Staten  Island)  received  his  early 
education  through  private  tutelage  in  his  native  coun¬ 
try.  At  the  age  of  ten,  following  the  death  of  his 
parents,  he  was  delegated  to  the  task  of  tending  his 


father’s  cattle.  His  uncle,  who  had  become  executor 
of  the  family  estate,  gave  him  this  assignment.  Pos¬ 
sessed  of  an  adventurous  spirit  and  of  unusual  ambi¬ 
tion,  the  youth  hoped  some  day  to  voyage  to  Amer¬ 
ica  where  he  realized  that  greater  possibilities  for 
economic  advantages  awaited  him. 

Thus  in  1834,  scarcely  a  year  after  he  had  begun 
to  carry  out  his  duties  as  a  sheep  herder,  he  boarded 
a  sailing  vessel  as  a  stowaway.  The  sturdy  ship, 
though  tossed  and  buffeted  by  heavy  seas  for  nine 
long  months,  at  last  reached  New  York.  Soon  the 
young  boy  was  privileged  to  form  an  acquaintanceship 
with  Nathan  Kalbfleisch,  a  German  Jew,  who  taught 
him  the  benefits  of  industry  and  tolerance,  which  in 
later  times  he  was  to  preach  to  his  children.  The 
meeting  with  Mr.  Kalbfleisch  was  a  chance  one,  the 
latter  who  was  a  manufacturing  chemist,  had  gone 
to  the  waterfront  to  attend  to  the  expected  arrival  of 
dyes  from  Europe.  His  shipment  was  to  have  been 
found  on  the  very  sailing  vessel  on  which  young  Kas¬ 
par  Schneider  was  a  passenger.  The  chemist  noticed 
the  eleven-year-old  boy  who  was  without  friends  or 
means  of  sustenance.  He  took  him  to  his  office  and 
thence  to  his  home,  tendered  him  food  and  lodging 
and  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  study  chemistry. 
The  youth  remained  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Kalb¬ 
fleisch  until  the  latter’s  death  in  1843,  at  which  time 
he  assumed  management  of  the  shop  and  thus  was 
established  the  foundation  for  his  life’s  work. 

Mr.  Schneider  prepared  his  dye  mixtures  in  wooden 
tubs  and  sold  them  to  paper  mills  in  New  York,  and 
met  with  such  success  in  this  undertaking  that  in 
i860  he  was  well-recognized  in  his  profession  and 
prosperous.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  he 
had  taken  his  entire  capital  of  about  $30,000  and 
outfitted  a  volunteer  regiment  for  service  in  the  Union 
cause.  This  regiment  was  later  known  as  the  103d 
New  York  Volunteer  Regiment.  He  joined  this  unit 
and  was  designated  a  captain,  due  to  former  military 
service  with  a  New  York  Guard  of  which  he  had 
been  a  member  since  the  year  1845. 

Upon  his  return  to  civil  life  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  virtually  re-organize  his  business.  He  became 
connected  with  Charles  Bell  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
and  later  built  a  factory  on  McCune  Street,  now 
Quinn  Street,  Stapleton,  and  the  business  was  known 
as  Schneider  and  Bell.  This  association  continued 
about  ten  years  but  was  an  unfortunate  one  for  Mr. 
Schneider,  who  at  the  end  of  that  time  was  prac¬ 
tically  forced  to  again  reorganize  his  business.  In 
this  instance  it  was  incumbent  for  him  to  operate  his 
establishment  solely  on  his  own  initiative.  The  cour¬ 
age  and  resourcefulness  which  had  always  aided  him 
in  time  of  stress  again  became  responsible  for  his 
success  in  business,  for  it  was  not  long  before  he 
became  acknowledged  as  one  of  Stapleton’s  leading 
business  men.  An  accurate  indication  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  his  enterprise,  the  extent  of  its  influence  and 
testimony  of  its  owner’s  keen  executive  ability  is 
depicted  in  a  historic  Staten  Island  booklet,  published 
in  1888,  in  which  only  the  most  progressive  business 
men  of  Stapleton  were  listed.  The  article  reads  in 
part :  “The  business  owned  and  operated  by  Caspar 
Schneider,  located  at  120  McKeQn  Street,  Stapleton, 
is  one  concerned  with  the  manufacture  of  chemicals. 
Mr.  Schneider,  who  resides  at  33  Harrison  Street,  is 
one  of  our  best  known  citizens,  having  during  his  long 
career,  both  in  New  York  and  this  county,  made 
special  study  and  research  in  his  special  field  of  busi¬ 
ness.  He  is  a  man  well-liked  in  his  community,  not 
only  for  his  integrity  as  a  local  manufacturer  and 
merchant,  but  for  his  interest  in  village  activities. 
His  establishment  is  known  throughout  the  length  of 
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the  Island.”  Mr.  Schneider  remained  thus  engaged  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1898,  the  business  then 
being  sold. 

Mr.  Schneider  was  one  whose  deep  interest  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  embraced  long  years  of  affiliation  with 
local  civic  organizations.  Always  mindful  of  his  Civil 
War  service  he  acted  as  Commander  of  the  Otto 
Schwartz  Post,  Association  of  Civil  War  Veterans. 
Fraternally,  he  was  a  founder  and  later  Grand  Master 
of  Solon  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  New 
York  City.  As  for  his  Civil  War  connection,  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  General  Franz  Sigel,  famous 
Union  commander,  was  a  weekly  guest  at  the  Schneider 
residence  on  Manor  Road  (a  later  family  home)  and 
many  happy  hours  were  spent  in  reminiscences  of 
Civil  War  days. 

Mr.  Schneider’s  first  marriage  had  taken  place  in 
1843  to  Johanna  Kneuer,  of  a  family  of  French- 
Huguenot  persuasion,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  all  deceased.  Following  the  death  of 
his  wife  Mr.  Schneider  married  (second),  in  New 
York  City,  on  March  3,  1870,  Josephine  Kneuer,  a 
niece  of  his  first  wife.  The  second  Mrs.  Schneider, 
before  her  marriage,  was  a  church  choirist.  By  this 
latter  union  there  were  five  children:  1.  Josephine, 
married  Gustav  Barth  of  Staten  Island.  2.  August, 
became  the  manager  of  Britton  Hall  Hotel,  New 
York  City.  3.  Emilia  J.,  of  further  mention.  4. 
Louise  H.,  now  Mrs.  Harry  P.  Leonard  of  Chicago, 
Illinois.  5.  Casper  C.,  engaged  in  the  brokerage  busi¬ 
ness  in  New  York  City.  He  married  Edith  Bryant 
of  Staten  Island  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Casper,  3d. 

Mr.  Schneider’s  death  came  March  25,  1898,  at  his 
home  on  Staten  Island.  His  wife,  who  was  blessed 
with  a  splendid  personality  and  who  proved  herself 
a  devoted  helpmate  and  mother,  passed  away  in  1926. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  were  buried  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 

Emilia  J.  Schneider  was  born  in  New  York  City. 
Her  earlier  education,  which  was  acquired  at  her 
home  under  the  guidance  of  her  parents,  prepared 
her  sufficiently  for  her  studies  at  the  Staten  Island 
Academy.  Following  this,  she  became  a  student  of 
music  under  Lilly  Riedel  of  Dresden,  Germany,  who 
had  been  a  pupil  of  the  famous  Franz  Liszt.  In 
subsequent  years  she  pursued  further  studies  under 
Carl  Johner,  which  included  a  special  training  in 
composition  and  orchestration  and  at  the  present  time 
she  is  acknowledged  as  an  accomplished  pianist. 

In  the  field  of  dramatic  art,  Miss  Schneider  is 
especially  interested  and  in  this  capacity  she  is  talented 
to  a  high  degree.  At  one  time  she  was  associated 
with  the  Carter  Players,  a  company  who  played  at 
the  Court  Theater  in  New  York  City  and  she  has 
also  aided  in  the  coaching  of  plays  and  dramatic 
sketches.  In  the  latter  respect  she  is  dramatic  director 
of  Wagner  Preparatory  School  and  Wagner  College 
and  has  been  thus  occupied  for  the  past  seven  years. 
The  Staten  Island  Little  Theater  has  also  benefited 
by  her  experience  as  a  coach  in  some  of  its  finest 
productions. 

One  of  Miss  Schneider’s  chief  avocations  is  that 
of  the  naturalist,  as  she  delights  immensely  in  the 
study  and  understanding  of  nature.  She  has  long 
been  a  friend  of  Ernest  Thompson  Seton,  one  of 
our  best  known  lovers  of  nature,  and  has  been  vitally 
interested  in  his  work.  To  a  large  extent  she  has 
been  an  enthusiastic  worker  in  the  Woodcraft  League 
under  his  leadership.  A  few  years  ago  she  spent  a 
summer  on  the  Penobscot  Indian  Reservation,  Old 
Town,  Maine,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  life, 
habits  and  religion  of  those  quaint  Indians.  She 


looks  back  upon  this  trip  as  one  of  the  most  educa¬ 
tional  of  her  life  and  is  entirely  in  sympathy  with 
these  people,  who  comprise  the  scant  remainder  of  a 
once  famous  race,  but  who  have  been  forced  to  inure 
themselves  to  the  dominance  of  the  white  man. 

Miss  Schneider  attends  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
St.  Paul’s  Avenue,  Stapleton,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Missionary  Society  of  that  institution.  Various 
Red  Cross  drives  have  found  her  an  active  par¬ 
ticipant.  Dating  back  for  a  period  of  several  years 
she  has  been  a  strong  Republican  in  her  political 
affiliations,  although  she  has  no  political  aspirations 
of  her  own.  Her  various  memberships  include:  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  the 
Women’s  Club,  of  which  she  is  an  honorary  mem¬ 
ber;  the  Fortnightly  Club;  the  Browning  Club  of 
New  York;  the  Ray  Current  Events  also  of  New 
York  City  and  the  Mary  Arden  Shakespeare  Club. 
Her  home  is  at  No.  28  Rokeby  Place,  Port  Richmond. 


THEODORE  H.  FISCHER — A  life-long  resident 
of  Staten  Island,  the  late  Theodore  H.  Fischer  of 
Stapleton  was  associated  for  nearly  thirty-five  years 
with  a  large  firm  of  contracting  engineers  in  Man¬ 
hattan.  He  was  interested  in  affairs  of  a  civic  and 
political  nature  in  Richmond  County  and  was  withal, 
a  loyal  and  kindly  citizen. 

According  to  records  in  the  volumes  entitled  “Dan¬ 
mark  Adels  Aarbog”  the  names  of  von  Fischer  and 
von  Benson  are  significant  of  old  aristocratic  stock, 
early  representatives  of  both  families  having  been 
closely  identified  with  the  court  life  of  their  native 
country.  First  mention  of  the  branch  of  the  family 
to  which  we  refer  is  found  on  December  15,  1769, 
when  Captain  J.  L.  von  Fischer  was  married  to 
Adlede  von  Benzon,  which  union  gave  rise  to  the 
surname,  “von  Fischer-Benzon.” 

Coming  to  the  immediate  ancestors  of  Theodore 
H.  Fischer,  one  comes  upon  his  grandfather,  Harald 
Carl  von  Fischer-Benson,  who  was  born  in  Denmark, 
on  September  7,  1813,  and  whose  death  occurred  there 
April  30,  1895,  after  a  useful  life  spent  in  military 
and  government  circles.  He  married,  on  October  16, 
1838,  Agathe  Rahe,  born  December  8,  18x8.  Among 
their  children  was  a  son,  Heinrich  Gustav  Emil 
whose  birth  occurred  February  26,  1841. 

Upon  arriving  in  America  as  a  young  man,  Hein¬ 
rich  von  Fischer  Benson,  later  known  as  Henry 
Fischer,  settled  in  the  village  of  Edgewater,  Staten 
Island.  During  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  Navy  and  took  part  in  several  engage¬ 
ments  under  Admiral  Farragut.  On  September  5, 
1864,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  A.  McGir, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  daughters  and 
three  sons,  of  whom  Theodore  H.,  our  subject  was 
the  fifth  eldest  and  next  in  direct  line  of  descent. 

The  birth  of  Theodore  H.  Fischer  occurred  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1877  in  Tompkinsville  and  his  education  was 
acquired  in  the  schools  of  Stapleton.  At  a  relatively 
early  age  he  entered  the  employ  of  Baker,  Smith 
and  Company  of  Manhattan,  heating  and  ventilating 
engineers  and  continued  this  connection  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  thirty-five  years  spent  in 
behalf  of  this  concern  was  a  period  of  industrious, 
resourceful,  and  above  of  all,  efficient  service,  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  many  duties  entrusted 
to  his  care. 

Mr.  Fischer  was  keenly  interested  in  local  activities 
being  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Organization  of 
Richmond  County  and  served  as  a  committeeman 
within  this  body  for  several  years.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Yacht  Club. 

Theodore  H.  Fischer  married,  on  July  2, 1906,  Louise 
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V.  De  Nyse,  daughter  of  Mortimer  and  Anna  E. 
(Vitt)  De  Nyse,  both  families  long  resident  on  Staten 
Island.  Mrs.  Fischer  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Historical  Society,  and  the  Conference  House 
Association,  being  also  identified  with  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion. 

Mrs.  Fischer  resides  at  No.  1457  Bay  Street,  Fort 
Wadsworth,  with  her  two  children :  1.  Nina  Louise, 
born  April  30,  1910,  a  graduate  of  St.  Faith’s  School, 
Saratoga  Springs,  and  now  attending  the  University 
of  New  Hampshire  at  Durham.  2.  Theodore  H.,  born 
June  8,  1912,  a  graduate  of  Curtis  High  School  and 
is  now  employed  by  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange. 

The  death  of  Theodore  H.  Fischer  occurred  on 
February  2,  1929,  burial  taking  place  in  Valhalla 
Cemetery. 


CURTIS  J.  BECKER,  M.  D.— Dr.  Becker,  one 
of  West  New  Brighton’s  physicians,  is  the  son  of 
Ludwig  and  Alvina  (Berner)  Becker. 

He  was  born  in  1894,  in  Berlin,  Germany,  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  before  the  first  anni¬ 
versary  of  his  birth.  He  was  taken  by  his  father 
and  mother  to  San  Francisco,  California,  and  from 
that  city  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  trips 
throughout  the  various  states.  His  father  became 
identified  in  the  advertising  field.  In  1901,  when  Dr. 
Becker  had  attained  his  seventh  year,  his  parents 
came  to  Staten  Island,  and  he  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  locality  where  they  settled.  This  was 
followed  by  a  course  at  Curtis  High  School,  from 
which  seat  of  learning  he  was  graduated  in  1913.  He 
then  matriculated  at  New  York  University,  receiving 
in  1919  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  was 
an  interne  in  Bellevue  and  several  New  Jersey  hos¬ 
pitals,  after  which  he  took  the  post  of  physician  at 
Sailors  Sung  Harbor,  New  Brighton,  until  1922.  He 
then  entered  general  practice  at  his  present  location 
in  West  New  Brighton.  During  the  World  War 
he  offered  himself  for  service  but  was  not  called  on, 
as  he  had  not  then  graduated  but  was  still  a  student. 

Dr.  Becker  is  attending  physician  of  Staten  Island 
Hospital  and  to  the  Prenatal  Clinic;  a  member  of 
the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society;  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Association,  and  the  American 
Medical  Association.  His  college  fraternity  is  Pi 
Kappa  Alpha,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  past  president  of  the 
Westerleigh  Tennis  Club,  and  past  president  of  the 
Curtis  High  School  Alumni  Association. 

Fond  of  outdoor  sports,  Dr.  Becker  devotes  much 
time  to  his  tennis  game.  At  Curtis  High  School  he 
was  a  member  of  two  champion  soccer  teams,  and 
was  prominent  on  the  track  and  on  the  tennis  courts. 


HAROLD  CHARLES  VAN  NAME— Illustra¬ 
tion  of  a  thorough  and  diverse  business  training  later 
put  to  practical  use  in  the  supervision  of  a  mercantile 
establishment  on  Staten  Island,  is  exemplified  in  the 
career  of  Harold  C.  Van  Name.  He  is  president  of 
Mahr  and  Van  Name,  Incorporated,  dealers  in  elec¬ 
trical  appliances  and  radio  equipment,  and  is  one  of  the 
Island’s  prosperous  young  business  men. 

Mr.  Van  Name  comes  of  one  of  Staten  Island’s 
oldest  and  best-known  families  which  is  of  Dutch 
descent.  The  first  of  their  number  to  come  to  Amer¬ 
ica  was  Jachem  Engelbert  van  Namen,  a  passenger 
on  the  good  ship,  “Hope,”  which  sailed  from  Amster¬ 
dam,  Holland,  to  New  York  in  the  year  1662.  The 
ensuing  years  found  various  branches  of  the  family 
living  in  Esopus,  near  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  in 


this  State,  though  others  crossed  to  Staten  Island  and 
were  numbered  among  our  early  pioneers. 

It  is  recorded  in  local  annals  that  most  of  their 
number  settled  on  the  North  Shore  in  the  district  of 
Mariners  Harbor  while  others  later  established  homes 
in  different  parts  of  the  Island.  In  their  book  on 
“The  North  Shore,”  Messrs.  William  T.  Davis  and 
Charles  Gilbert  Hine,  historians,  discuss  various  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  and  make  mention  of  the  “original 
Van  Name  homestead  which  remained  standing  on 
high  land  until  it  was  removed  for  the  opening  of 
Arlington  to  the  Shore  Road.”  Numerous  occupa¬ 
tions  common  to  Staten  Island,  such  as  farming, 
oystering,  marine  endeavors,  merchandising  and  pub¬ 
lic  position  were  engaged  in  by  the  family  in  the 
years  gone  by. 

Mr.  Van  Name’s  great-grandfather,  Moses  Van 
Name,  born  April  9,  1788,  married  Mary  Pierson  on 
January  28,  1811,  and  died  July  28,  1871.  Supplement¬ 
ing  these  dates,  gleaned  from  the  volume,  “Grave¬ 
stone  Inscriptions,”  it  is  known  that  he  was  engaged 
in  the  shipping  trade.  Among  his  children  was  Charles 
Van  Name.  The  latter  was  born  October  15,  1826 
and  married  Amira  Bush,  born  July  29,  1830.  She 
was  of  another  old  Island  family,  represented  prin¬ 
cipally  in  Mariners  Harbor  and  the  surrounding  dis¬ 
trict.  It  is  related  that  the  Bush  family  was  first 
seated  on  Staten  Island  early  in  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  for  there  is  record  of  Joshua,  or  Josiah  Bush, 
who  had  a  son,  Samuel,  baptized  in  1706.  The  first 
to  come  to  America,  however,  had  been  Jean  Bosch 
of  Westphalia,  who  voyaged  here  in  the  ship,  “Fox” 
in  August,  1662.  Like  the  Van  Names,  the  Bushes 
bear  frequent  mention  in  local  history  and  are  numer¬ 
ously  found  in  records  of  the  Port  Richmond  Dutch 
Reformed  Church. 

Charles  Van  Name  also  followed  a  marine  career, 
being  master  of  a  sailing  vessel  and  was  well-esteemed 
on  Staten  Island  for  his  associations  and  his  support 
of  local  enterprises.  His  death  came  January  25, 
1907,  his  wife  having  previously  passed  away  on  Jan¬ 
uary  6,  1906.  Their  children  were :  Dora,  deceased, 
who  was  Mrs.  John  I.  Merrill  of  Mariners  Harbor; 
Charles ;  Edna,  now  Mrs.  William  M.  Ellison ;  Horace 
and  Florence,  both  deceased,  and  Herbert  M.,  of  whom 
further. 

Herbert  M.  Van  Name  was  born  June  5,  1857, 
in  Mariners  Harbor  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  village.  For  many  years  he  was 
active  in  maritime  circles  in  the  inter-harbor  towing 
trade.  He  at  length  became  the  owner  of  a  number  of 
vessels  and  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1918, 
sold  his  interests  in  an  enterprise  that  had  been 
remunerative  to  him.  He  married  Mary  Jane  Sparry, 
born  January  4,  1856,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
four  children :  Horace  M.,  a  resident  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond;  Ralph  L.,  residing  on  Emerson  Hill;  Edith, 
now  Mrs.  J.  Burton  Parsons  of  Shelburne  Falls, 
Massachusetts,  and  Harold  C.,  mentioned  herein.  Mrs. 
Van  Name  died  in  1921  and  was  survived  by  her 
husband  for  four  years  until  1925. 

Harold  C.  Van  Name  was  born  August  3,  1891 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Staten 
Island,  after  which  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he 
obtained  his  first  position  with  a  banking  firm.  A 
short  time  later  he  became  associated  with  a  concern 
which  manufactured  machinery,  related  to  mining 
and  oil  well  apparatus.  After  gaining  valuable  experi¬ 
ence  with  this  firm  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  H. 
H.  Mayhew  Company  at  Shelburne  Falls,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  manufacturers  of  mechanical  tools.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  factory  manager. 

The  year  1924  marked  Mr.  Van  Name’s  return  to 
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Staten  Island  and  the  beginning  of  his  association  with 
J.  and  H.  Gans,  Incorporated,  dealers  in  general  elec¬ 
trical  appliances  and  radio  accessories.  His  position 
with  this  firm  was  that  of  treasurer,  which  he  held 
until  1928,  when  the  Gans  company  was  superseded 
by  George  W.  Mahr  and  himself.  His  four  years 
of  service  with  the  Gans  interests  had  been  a  profit¬ 
able  one,  filled  with  resolute  labor  and  determination 
to  derive  a  thorough  knowledge  of  electrical  and 
radio  operations.  His  associate,  Mr.  Mahr,  is  also 
well-experienced  in  the  electrical  field  and  together 
they  have  succeeded  in  building  up  a  business  that 
is  widely-known  throughout  the  Island.  Though  their 
establishment  is  located  at  No.  29  Beach  Street,  in 
the  heart  of  Stapleton’s  business  district,  their  patrons 
are  located  in  every  section  of  our  borough.  They 
deal  in  Sparton,  Victor,  Atwater  Kent  and  General 
Electric  radio  sets,  engage  in  an  extensive  repair 
service  and  maintain  a  splendidly-equipped  show 
room. 

Mr.  Van  Name  is  identified  with  the  local  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  with  vari¬ 
ous  civic  and  social  organizations.  In  his  fraternal 
allegiance,  he  is  a  member  of  Mountain  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Shelburne  Falls,  and  in 
preserving  historic  tradition  he  is  associated  with  the 
Holland  Society  of  New  York.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Park  Baptist  Church  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Van  Name  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  Navy  and  participated  in  three 
naval  engagements,  two  off  the  coast  of  Africa  near 
Tunis,  Algeria,  and  the  other  off  the  Island  of  Sar¬ 
dinia.  He  enlisted  on  May  21,  1917  and  on  March 
15,  1919,  he  received  his  discharge  from  the  navy 
and  reentered  civilian  life. 

Harold  C.  Van  Name  married,  June  30,  1921, 
Marion  Elizabeth  Turner,  of  Port  Richmond,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  W.  and  Sophia  (Kipling)  Turner.  Her 
father  is  prominently  connected  with  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  They  have  one  son, 
Richard  C.  Van  Name. 

Of  valuable  historic  interest  are  some  of  the  pos¬ 
sessions  which  Mr.  Van  Name  has  inherited  from  his 
ancestors,  one  being  his  grandfather’s  log  book  which 
he  used  when  he  was  the  master  of  his  sailing  vessel. 
Another  is  a  certificate  issued  by  the  State  of  New 
York  in  the  year,  1805,  serving  to  identify  “Moses 
Van  Name  as  an  American  citizen.”  This  was  done 
in  order  to  protect  him  from  being  impressed  into 
the  service  of  the  British  Navy,  a  procedure  which 
was  one  of  the  contributory  causes  to  the  War  of 
1812. 

The  Van  Name  home  is  situated  at  No.  312  Bement 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


THEODORE  J.  DRACH— Numbered  among  a 
group  of  Staten  Island  attorneys  who  have  won  esteem 
as  able  and  well  experienced  representatives  of  their 
profession,  Mr.  Drach  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Worzel,  Drach  and  Gulotta,  of  West  New  Brighton. 
His  activities  since  coming  to  Staten  Island  and  tak¬ 
ing  up  residence  in  the  Silver  Lake  section,  have  also 
embraced  affairs  of  financial,  fraternal,  and  civic  sig¬ 
nificance. 

The  Drach  family,  represented  in  the  United  States 
since  the  year  1809,  is  of  German  lineage,  having  been 
seated  in  that  country  for  several  generations.  The 
branch  with  which  this  review  deals  comes  from  the 
Province  of  Saxony,  where  its  members  followed 
occupations  of  an  agricultural,  mercantile,  and  profes¬ 
sional  character.  The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  we 


have  definite  reference,  was  John  Drach,  Mr.  Drach’s 
great-grandfather,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Bur- 
ocher.  They  voyaged  from  their  native  land  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1809,  bringing  with  them  their  children,  one  of 
whom  was  John.  Their  first  location  was  in  New 
York  City.  The  son,  John  Drach,  Jr.,  married  and  in 
1849  both  he  and  his  father,  together  with  their  re¬ 
spective  families,  traveled  westward  with  the  intention 
of  reaching  California  and  participating  in  the  gold 
rush  of  “forty-nine.”  They  gave  up  their  quest,  how¬ 
ever,  and  located  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  Evans¬ 
ville,  Indiana.  After  remaining  there  a  few  years, 
they  returned  to  New  York  and  engaged  in  the  to¬ 
bacco  business  in  this  city  and  on  Long  Island.  The 
younger  John  Drach,  in  particular,  took  a  leading 
part  in  this  enterprise  and  lived  on  Long  Island  from 
1861  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  The 
establishment  that  he  had  helped  to  organize  and  de¬ 
velop  was  transmitted  to  his  son,  John  P.  Drach, 
father  of  Theodore  J.  Drach,  of  this  record. 

John  P.  Drach’s  birth  occurred  in  New  York,  in 
1841.  After  obtaining  a  sound  education  he  followed 
a  mercantile  career  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  at¬ 
tending  to  the  growth  of  the  tobacco  interests  en¬ 
trusted  to  his  care.  He  was  known  and  respected  for 
his  executive  acumen  and  the  interest  that  he  took  in 
support  of  public  affairs.  His  marriage  took  place 
about  1872  to  Pauline  Seaman,  of  a  New  York  family, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  1.  Lena, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Rheinholt  Tappel  of  Philadelphia; 
her  husband  is  a  clergyman  and  the  holder  of  a  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Divinity  degree.  2.  Atelia,  resides  in  Southold, 
Long  Island.  3.  George  B.,  who  has  won  his  Doctor 
of  Divinity  degree,  is  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Board 
of  Missions,  at  Baltimore.  4.  William,  is  the  rector 
of  Conccrdian  Lutheran  Church  of  Buffalo,  New 
York.  5.  Marie,  married  Albert  Miller,  an  electrical 
engineer,  and  they  reside  in  Jersey  City.  6.  Theodore 
J.,  of  whom  further.  7.  Emma,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
George  B.  Drach,  of  Jersey  City;  her  husband  is  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Jersey  City  Printing  Company. 

Theodore  J.  Drach  was  born  in  Greenport,  Long 
Island  City,  on  September  22,  1879,  and  attended  the 
local  public  and  high  school  in  his  home  district.  He 
then  matriculated  at  Wagner  College  at  Rochester, 
New  York,  remained  here  for  a  short  period  and  later 
took  a  course  at  Muhlenberg  Academy,  Allentown, 
Pennsylvania.  Upon  completion  of  his  studies  at  the 
latter  academy,  he  entered  the  New  York  University 
Law  School  and  was  graduated  from  this  institution 
in  1907  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  The 
following  year  marked  his  admittance  to  the  bar  of 
New  York  State  and  the  beginning  of  a  brief  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  Legal  Aid  Society.  His  next  con¬ 
nection  was  with  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  in  New  York  City,  which  was  followed  in  turn 
by  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Corporation  Counsel. 
After  serving  in  the  latter  capacity  from  1912  to  1925, 
he  became  associated  with  Howard  H.  Worzel  in  the 
private  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1927  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  that  of  Worzel,  Drach  and 
Gulotta,  the  addition  of  Peter  Gulotta,  a  local  attor¬ 
ney,  bringing  about  this  transformation. 

The  success  that  the  firm  has  attained  and  its  pres¬ 
ent  high  standing  in  Richmond  County  legal  circles,  is 
due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  individual  capacities 
of  its  members.  Mr.  Drach,  whose  specialty  is  the 
handling  of  civil  cases,  has  combined  his  wide  knowl¬ 
edge  of  law  with  exceptional  astuteness  and  resource¬ 
fulness. 

Mr.  Drach  is  identified  with  the  Richmond  County 
Bar  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  Grievance 
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Committee  of  this  body.  During  the  World  War  he 
served  on  the  Port  Richmond  Draft  Board  and  was 
generally  instrumental  in  patriotic  work  during  that 
period.  His  connection  with  the  Prudential  Build¬ 
ing  and  Loan  Society  of  West  New  Brighton,  in 
which  he  was  a  director,  seems  to  emphasize  his  asso¬ 
ciation  in  financial  affairs.  He  has  always  mani¬ 
fested  an  interest  in  civic  matters  that  has  been 
equalled  only  by  his  active  support  of  numerous  local 
developments  of  such  a  nature.  In  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tion,  he  is  a  member  of  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  in  re¬ 
ligious  affairs  his  attachment  is  with  St.  Paul’s  Lu¬ 
theran  Church. 

Theodore  J.  Drach  married,  on  October  30,  1905, 
Florence  S.  Engelhart,  daughter  of  Valentine  E.  and 
Rose  (Yaegar)  Engelhart.  Mr.  Engelhart  was  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Pike  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Drach  reside  at  No.  22  Park  Court,  in  the 
Silver  Lake  section,  and  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Theodore  E.  Mr.  Drach’s  law  office  and  that  of  his 
partners  is  located  at  No.  1157  Castleton  Avenue, 
West  New  Brighton. 


ERNEST  CHESTER  McCULLOCH,  M.  D.— 

Having  filled  important  posts  in  the  medical  service 
in  the  United  States  Army,  Dr.  Ernest  C.  McCulloch 
is  now  Staten  Island’s  resident  physician  for  the 
Procter  &  Gamble  Manufacturing  Company,  at  their 
extensive  plant  located  here  at  Port  Ivory.  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Culloch  has  seen  service  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  in  foreign  countries  as  an  officer  in  the 
medical  corps,  having  entered  the  army  at  the  outset 
of  his  professional  career,  continuing  in  this  capacity 
for  a  decade,  and  after  several  years  of  general  med¬ 
ical  practice,  he  came  to  Staten  Island  in  the  spring 
of  1926  to  accept  his  present  responsible  post.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  residence  here,  he  has  displayed  a  deep  and 
sincere  interest  in  everything  concerning  its  progress 
and  welfare  and  is  a  member  of  the  leading  civic 
and  social  organizations  of  this  vicinity. 

Dr.  Ernest  C.  McCulloch  was  born  in  Hillsboro, 
Illinois,  November  15,  1886,  son  of  George  D.  and 
Nancy  Jane  (Adkinson)  McCulloch,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Indiana.  His  father  was  active  as  a 
clergyman  for  many  years,  and  since  retiring  from 
ministerial  activities,  has  resided  with  his  son,  Albert 
B.  McCulloch  on  Staten  Island. 

Dr.  McCulloch  attended  Maryville  College,  Mary¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio  Medical  College,  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  from  which  he  received  his  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine,  in  1910.  He  spent  his  interneship  at 
Christ  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  and  at  the  National 
Jewish  Hospital  for  Consumptives  at  Denver,  Colo¬ 
rado.  He  then  entered  the  United  States  Army  as  first 
lieutenant  in  the  medical  corps,  1912,  and  he  served 
continuously  until  1922,  when  he  resigned  his  com¬ 
mission,  having  attained  the  rank  of  major.  His  mili¬ 
tary  activities  took  him  to  the  Mexican  Border  and 
Texas  and  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  being  stationed 
in  that  Far  Eastern  territory  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
World  War  where  he  remained  until  the  latter  part 
of  the  struggle,  when  he  returned  to  the  United 
States  and  took  up  his  post  at  Camp  Funston,  Kansas. 
After  the  war,  Major  McCulloch  was  in  charge  of 
one  division  of  Letterman  General  Hospital,  at  San 
Francisco,  California,  and  during  1919  particularly, 
many  of  the  wounded  men  from  overseas  were  re¬ 
ceived  there  for  treatment  where  he  was  in  charge 
of  bone  and  nerve  cases.  After  leaving  the  army, 
1922,  Dr.  McCulloch  took  up  private  medical  practice, 
specializing  in  general  surgical  and  industrial  med¬ 


ical  cases,  with  offices  located  at  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
His  ability  and  aptitude  for  this  type  of  medical 
work  brought  him  appreciable  recognition.  In  his 
present  position  as  physician  in  charge  of  the  med¬ 
ical  department  of  the  great  industrial  enterprise  of 
Procter  and  Gamble  Manufacturing  Company,  he  has 
won  the  confidence  of  all  the  employees  and  is  es¬ 
teemed  and  respected  by  all  for  his  careful  and  con¬ 
siderate  treatment  of  his  patients  and  his  interest 
in  their  welfare.  In  the  associations  connected  with 
his  profession,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond 
County  Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  the 
Association  of  Industrial  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  Northern  New  Jersey,  and  the  New  York  Society 
of  Industrial  Medicine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  his  hobby 
is  literature.  His  religious  adherence  is  given  to 
the  Community  Church  of  Westerleigh,  where  he 
serves  as  deacon  and  is  active  in  the  Men’s  Bible 
Class.  .His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons. 

Dr.  Ernest  C.  McCulloch  married,  in  1912,  Edith 
M.  Tomlin,  of  Cincinnati,  daughter  of  J.  R.  and 
Nellie  (Mulford)  Tomlin.  J.  R.  Tomlin  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  staff  of  the  “Cincinnati  Times-Star”  and 
for  more  than  fifty  years  has  been  a  well-known 
newspaper  man.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McCulloch  are  the 
parents  of  three  children :  Robert  Bruce,  born  in 
1914,  attends  the  local  public  school  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Woodcraft  Club;  Jean  Brander,  bom  in 
1918,  attends  public  school;  and  Marian  Adkinson, 
born  in  1924. 

Albert  B.  McCulloch,  brother  of  Dr.  McCulloch, 
came  to  Staten  Island  a  few  months  after  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  arrival  here,  having  been  attached  to  the  United 
States  Government  service  for  twenty  years  in  the 
architectural  department,  and  now  in  charge  of  the 
New  York  office  from  which  he  directs  repairs  on 
all  buildings  in  this  district. 

While  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  Dr.  McCulloch  was 
connected  with  the  Mansfield  Sheet  &  Tin  Plate  Com¬ 
pany,  who  were  leaders  in  industrial  medical  aid  for 
men  and  women.  He  had  charge  of  their  modern 
hospital,  which  had  the  finest  equipment  and  appoint¬ 
ments  available  for  every  type  of  medical  or.  sur¬ 
gical  work,  and  a  physical  therapy  room  and  vision- 
test  department. 


ALBERT  WARD  JONES  — A  citizen  of  Staten 
Island,  who  because  of  his  integrity,  experience  and 
executive  ability  filled  responsible  positions,  both  in 
the  business  life  and  with  the  municipal  government, 
was  the  late  Albert  Ward  Jones.  He  was  a  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Staten  Island,  highly  respected,  and 
took  an  interest  in  the  advancement  of  the  community 
in  which  his  family  had  resided  for  years. 

His  father,  Francis  S.  Jones,  was  a  well-known 
resident  along  the  north  and  east  shores  of  the  Island 
and  for  many  years  he  owned  and  operated  the  old 
Jones  Inn  at  Tompkinsville,  when  this  place  was  still 
a  village.  The  elder  Jones  was  essentially  a  progres¬ 
sive  citizen  who  aided  in  the  welfare  of  his  neigh¬ 
borhood;  but  his  devotion  to  his  home  and  family 
was  his  chief  enjoyment.  His  wife  was  Mary  Ann 
Olliff  and  to  her  and  her  husband  four  sons  and  four 
daughters  were  born,  the  youngest  of  the  family  being 
Albert  Ward  Jones,  of  this  review. 

The  younger  Mr.  Jones  was  born  August  21,  1858. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  Grant  Street 
Grammar  School,  an  old-fashioned  brick  building  two 
stories  in  height.  He  then  entered  Trinity  School  in 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


443 


New  York,  an  institution  bearing  a  fine  scholastic 
reputation  and  from  which  he  subsequently  was  grad¬ 
uated.  Following  this  course  of  training  he  enter¬ 
tained  a  desire  to  enter  the  brokerage  business  and 
soon  obtained  a  position  as  clerk  in  one  of  the  oldest 
exchange  houses  in  New  York.  Step  by  step  he  ad¬ 
vanced  until  he  held  a  responsible  position  and  he 
remained  thus  engaged  until  1884.  It  was  during  this 
period  that  a  great  financial  panic  shook  Wall  Street 
to  its  very  foundation,  with  the  result  that  the  broker¬ 
age  business  as  a  whole  received  a  decided  setback. 
Upon  the  coming  of  the  famous  “Black  Friday”  of 
that  year,  Mr.  Jones  left  the  financial  investment  field 
to  take  up  work  as  a  newspaperman.  This  endeavor 
occupied  his  attention  for  a  number  of  years  when  he 
entered  the  insurance  business,  remaining  in  it  until 
the  year  1898. 

Mr.  Jones  then  began  an  association  with  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Finance,  with  the  city  of  New  York,  that 
was  to  continue  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  he  held  the  post  of  tax  collector,  per¬ 
forming  his  duties  unselfishly  and  with  rare  efficiency. 
His  knowledge  of  financial  matters  plus  a  deep  reali¬ 
zation  of  his  responsibilities  and  duties  as  a  citizen 
greatly  aided  him  in  his  work,  which  came  to  an  end 
on  November  12,  1921,  the  date  of  his  death.  Inter¬ 
ment  followed  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 

Mr.  Jones  was  an  active  public  worker  on  Staten 
Island  and  a  member  of  several  organizations  of  a 
professional,  civic,  and  fraternal  nature.  For  many 
years  he  was  auditor  of  the  Edgewater  Building  and 
Loan  Association  and  was  identified  with  the  Edge- 
water  Volunteer  Fire  Company.  He  was  affiliated 
with  Huguenot  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
He  was  treasurer  of  the  George  William  Curtis 
Council,  of  the  latter  order,  and  held  other  offices 
within  this  lodge.  By  political  persuasion  he  was  a 
staunch  Republican  and  a  diligent  worker  in  behalf 
of  his  party.  A  devoted  husband  and  father,  his  home 
life  was  a  particularly  happy  and  contented  one.  Tal¬ 
ented  in  singing,  he  was  a  member  of  Trinity  choir, 
New  York,  and  St.  Paul’s  choir,  Stapleton. 

Mr.  Jones  married,  on  October  17,  1880,  Eleanor 
Van  Riper,  of  an  old  and  prominent  Long  Island  fam¬ 
ily,  the  daughter  of  William  Stout  and  Jane  Ann 
(Smith)  Van  Riper.  This  marriage  was  blessed 
with  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Staten  Island;  and  here  they  received  their 
education.  The  children  were:  1.  Albert  A.,  born 
November  1,  1881,  married  Narcinda  A.  Tubb,  of 
Texas.  They  reside  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  2. 
Mary  E.,  born  December  19,  1883,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  J.  D.  Noble,  of  Staten  Island;  they  now  live 
in  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  3.  Russell  W.,  born  July 
3,  1886,  married  Ann  Hampton,  of  Freehold,  New 
Jersey,  and  they  have  a  son,  Wesley  A.  4.  Lester  M., 
born  April  6,  1888,  married  Ruth  Stafford  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  New  Hampshire.  They  reside  in  Freehold, 
New  Jersey,  and  have  three  children,  Juliana  R., 
Dorothy  E.,  and  Robert  O.  5.  Edgar  L.,  born  March 
14,  1891,  married  Mildred  V.  La  Fort  of  an  old  Staten 
Island  family.  They  have  one  daughter,  Lois  E.,  and 
their  home  is  in  Great  Kills.  6.  Annabelle  L.,  born 
December  16,  1892,  became  the  wife  of  B.  H.  Minton, 
of  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey.  They  have  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  Anne  V.,  Mary  L.,  and  Constance  H.,  and  live 
in  Red  Bank.  7.  Julia  S.,  born  May  22,  1895,  married 
Henry  B.  Jenkins,  of  Bradford,  New  Jersey,  and  they 
reside  on  Staten  Island.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  Alice  M.,  Eleanor  S.,  Alberta  L.,  and 
Henry  B.,  3d.  8.  Alma  L.,  born  June  6,  1898,  is  un¬ 


married.  All  members  of  the  family  have  long  been 
united  with  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Jones,  widow  of  the  late  Albert  W.  Jones,  now 
resides  at  No.  92  St.  Paul’s  Avenue,  Tompkinsville. 
It  is  through  her  interest  that  this  biographical  sketch 
is  inscribed  in  this  historical  work. 


WILLIAM  CAIRNEY — For  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  engaged  in  various  phases  of  the  ship¬ 
building  industry,  Mr.  Cairney  at  length  was  enabled 
to  formulate  plans  for  the  independent  operation  of  a 
like  business  of  his  own.  For  the  last  several  years 
he  has  directed  the  practical  work  and  administration 
of  a  marine  plant  on  the  North  Shore  at  New 
Brighton,  which  is  gradually  taking  an  important 
place  in  the  industrial  background  of  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Cairney  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  June  23, 
1883,  the  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Templeton) 
Cairney.  After  receiving  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Belfast  he  became  employed  in  the  shipbuilding  in¬ 
dustry  in  that  city  where  he  acquired  valuable  train¬ 
ing.  With  confidence  in  his  ability  and  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  succeed,  he  came  to  the  United  States  about 
1902.  Locating  on  Staten  Island  he  obtained  work  in 
a  dry  dock  and  shipbuilding  plant  on  Shooter’s  Island, 
and  was  thus  engaged  about  a  decade  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Brooklyn.  For  about  four  years  he  resided 
there,  being  employed  by  the  Atlantic  Basin  Iron 
Works.  His  knowledge  of  engineering  and  marine 
construction  steadily  increased  and  at  length  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Staten  Island  to  become  superintendent  of 
the  Morse  Dry  Docks  and  Repair  Company.  He 
later  held  a  similar  position  with  the  Shooter’s  Is¬ 
land  Shipyards,  and  finally  was  appointed  general  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  old  Downey  Shipbuilding  Corpo¬ 
ration. 

In  1924,  after  a  lengthy  experience,  Mr.  Cairney 
established  his  own  business,  of  which  he  is  the  presi¬ 
dent,  and  by  his  keen  sense  of  such  affairs  and  through 
his  executive  ability,  he  has  made  it  one  of  the  im¬ 
portant  concerns  in  this  special  line  of  endeavor 
throughout  the  New  York  district.  A  convincing  in¬ 
dication  of  the  steady  growth  and  expansion  of  this 
establishment  came  in  September,  1928,  when  the 
corporation  purchased  from  the  Continental  Milling 
and  Warehouse  Company  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
latter’s  waterfront  holdings  at  New  Brighton  which 
included  a  three-story  steel  frame  building.  Through 
this  acquisition  provision  was  made  for  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  marine  work  by  his  concern  which  now  is  en¬ 
gaged  as  machinists,  pipe-fitters,  boiler-makers,  pat¬ 
tern-makers  and  shipwrights,  with  special  attention 
to  marine  repairs.  Mr.  Cairney  was  also  president  of 
the  former  Cairney  Garage  Company  and  is  known 
generally  in  business  circles  on  the  Island. 

In  fraternal  affiliation,  he  has  been  for  many  years 
a  member  of  Golden  Pillar  Lodge,  No.  156,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  Belfast,  and  also  holds  member¬ 
ship  in  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  civic  interest  finds  ex¬ 
pression  in  the  welfare  of  the  borough,  and  he  is  active 
in  various  movements  for  community  progress  and 
advancement.  Both  he  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

William  Cairney ’s  marriage  occurred  on  February 
28,  1911,  at  the  Little  Church  Around  the  Corner,  in 
New  York  City.  His  wife  was  Helen  Shrope,  of 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  M.  D.  L.  and 
Carrie  (Nagle)  Shrope,  both  members  of  old  Penn¬ 
sylvania  families.  For  a  few  years  after  their  mar¬ 
riage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cairney  resided  in  Brooklyn, 
and  here  their  two  daughters  were  born:  Eleanor  T., 
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a  graduate  of  Curtis  High  School,  who  is  now  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Connecticut  College  for  Women  at  New 
London,  and  Barbara  N.,  now  attends  Curtis  High 
School. 

Mrs.  Caimey’s  father,  M.  D.  L.  Shrope,  was  a  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Easton.  During  his  career  he  became 
a  well-known  writer  of  editorials  and  also  served  as 
editor  of  the  “Easton  Journal,”  a  labor  paper,  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Through  his  powerful  and  thought¬ 
ful  editorials  he  made  many  warm  and  enduring  friend¬ 
ships  and  yet  he  was  not  without  opponents  whose 
viewpoints  were  diametrically  opposite  to  his  own. 


ALBERT  HENRY  OWENS,  D.  D.  S.— One  of 

the  younger  professional  men  in  Port  Richmond,  is 
Dr.  Albert  H.  Owens  engaged  in  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  dentistry.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Ann  (Ireland)  Owens.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Wales,  and  his  mother,  a  native  of  England,  came  to 
this  country  when  quite  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owens 
resided  in  New  York  City  until  after  the  great 
blizzard  then  they  removed  their  residence  to  Staten 
Island  where  they  continued  to  live  until  the  time 
of  Mr.  Owens’  death  in  1913.  Since  then  Mrs.  Owens 
has  made  her  home  in  Port  Richmond,  being  now 
seventy-five  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Albert  H.  Owens,  the  youngest  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  was  born  at  Port  Richmond,  on  January  31, 
1896.  He  entered  Public  School  No.  20  and  upon 
graduation,  enrolled  in  a  college  preparatory  school 
at  Mount  Hermon,  Massachusetts,  in  Northfield. 
He  later  matriculated  in  the  New  York  College  of 
Dentistry  which  is  now  a  part  of  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in 
1919  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Dental  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Richmond  County  Dental  Society,  and  the 
Second  District  Dental  Society,  also  Psi  Omega,  a 
dental  fraternity.  He  is  a  member  and  has  been 
through  all  the  chairs  of  the  Junior  Order  United 
American  Mechanics.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
in  the  Naval  Reserve  beginning  with  November, 
1917.  When  ordered  to  active  service  he  was  as¬ 
signed  to  a  post  as  hospital  apprentice  of  the  first 
class  where  he  continued  his  activities  until  the  end 
of  the  war. 

On  October  6,  1925,  Dr.  Owens  married  Grace 
Margaret  Masters,  daughter  of  Casper  and  Minerva 
(Lynk)  Masters,  of  Mariners  Harbor,  the  father  a 
native  of  Mariners  Harbor  and  her  mother  born  in 
Keyport,  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  Owens  is  their  only  child 
and  was  educated  at  public  school  and  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Curtis  High  School.  She  studied  nursing  and 
became  a  registered  nurse  at  Mount  Vernon  and 
Mount  Sinai  hospitals,  following  this  profession  until 
her  marriage  to  Dr.  Owens.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Owens 
have  two  children:  Albert  Henry,  Jr.,  and  Dean 
Paul  Owens. 


WALTER  R.  RUMAGE— Prominent  in  local 
mercantile  circles  and  co-founder  of  the  Liberty  Ma¬ 
sons’  Supply  Company,  the  late  Mr.  Rumage  was  a 
citizen  highly  regarded  in  his  special  branch  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  for  the  civic  pride  he  took  in  this  com¬ 
munity  of  which  he  had  been  a  life-long  resident.  He 
was  of  the  third  generation  of  his  family  in  this 
country,  his  grandfather,  George  Rumage,  having 
come  from  Germany  about  1840.  The  latter  was  an 
expert  woodturner  and  first  worked  at  this  occupa¬ 
tion  in  New  York.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
is  unknown,  she  having  died  in  this  city  during  one 
of  the  early  cholera  epidemics,  shortly  after  the  birth 


of  her  last  child.  George  Rumage  and  his  wife  were 
the  parents  of  several  children,  of  whom  three  sur¬ 
vived,  namely  Philip,  who  went  to  sea  and  has  not 
been  heard  from  since ;  George,  became  a  public 
official  in  Newark,  New  Jersey;  Frederick,  the  father 
of  our  late  Walter  R.  Rumage.  Of  further  inter¬ 
est  to  this  record,  is  that  this  grandfather  Rumage, 
removed  to  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  where  he 
followed  his  trade.  During  the  great  Civil  War  in 
our  country,  he  enlisted  in  a  New  Jersey  regiment 
and  fought  in  a  number  of  major  battles,  including 
Gettysburg. 

Frederick  Rumage  was  born  March  4,  1854,  and 
after  being  educated  in  New  Jersey,  was  there  vari¬ 
ously  employed  in  New  Brunswick.  Possessed  of 
great  endurance  and  strength,  he  during  his  early 
years  was  known  for  his  walking  ability.  In  1879  he 
walked  seventy-nine  miles  in  fourteen  hours  on  Long 
Branch  Iron  Pier  in  that  State  and  won  a  gold  belt 
and  fifty  dollars  in  cash.  The  belt  is  one  of  his  prized 
possessions  at  the  present  time.  He  married,  August 
13,  1881,  in  Asbury  Park,  where  his  wife’s  parents 
were  residing  temporarily.  In  1883  he  removed  to 
Staten  Island  where  the  Rumages  have  since  made 
their  home.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
he  engaged  in  the  painting  business  in  Stapleton  and 
then  took  up  this  work  at  Sailors  Snug  Harbor, 
where  he  remained  until  his  retirement  a  few  years 
ago.  His  wife,  Ida  Carr,  a  native  of  Staten  Island 
and  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Alfred  and  Harriet  (Jones)  Carr.  The  elder 
Carrs  were  born  and  married  in  England.  They  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1847,  resided  in  Brooklyn 
and  New  Jersey  a  few  years  and  then  removed  to 
Staten  Island  where  they  were  among  the  worshippers 
and  supporters  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church, 
Stapleton.  To  Frederick  and  Ida  (Carr)  Rumage 
the  following  children  were  born :  Grace  H.,  now 
Mrs.  Rennard  M.  Strong,  of  Grymes  Hill ;  Alfred 
G.,  connected  with  the  New  York  Police  Department; 
George  E.,  manager  of  a  local  branch  of  the  United 
Cigar  Stores  Company ;  Walter  R.,  of  further  men¬ 
tion;  Mable  R.,  married  Charles  Barcalow  of  Wester- 
leigh.  Both  the  Rumage  and  Carr  families  have  been 
well  known  on  the  Island  since  taking  up  their  resi¬ 
dence  here  years  ago. 

Walter  R.  Rumage  was  born  in  the  family  home  on 
Canal  Street,  Stapleton,  on  October  7,  1894,  and 
together  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  obtained  his 
early  education  at  Public  School  No.  14  on  Broad 
Street.  He  also  attended  Curtis  High  School,  New 
Brighton.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  American 
News  Company  and  two  years  later,  became  associated 
with  the  Home  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York.  For  the  following  three  years  he  remained  in 
the  service  of  this  firm,  being  attached  to  its  main 
headquarters  on  Cedar  Street,  Manhattan. 

At  the  end  of  this  period,  having  decided  to  venture 
out  for  himself  in  another  field,  Mr.  Rumage  felt 
that  the  opportunity  for  the  instituting  of  taxi  service 
on  Staten  Island  would  afford  a  newer  and  more 
remunerative  employment.  Knowing  that  the  North 
and  East  Shore  sections  of  the  Island  were  under¬ 
going  a  steady  development  along  residential  and  com¬ 
mercial  lines,  he  believed  that  such  service  would  be 
of  considerable  assistance  to  numerous  residents  and 
business  men.  He  thereupon  founded  the  St.  George 
Taxi  Service  Company  and  remained  as  head  of  this 
enterprise  for  four  years,  meeting  with  success  worthy 
of  his  efforts  and  the  foresight  he  had  shown.  By 
the  end  of  this  time  he  had  accumulated  a  fleet  of 
taxis. 
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In  1920,  in  association  with  his  brother-in-law,  John 
L.  Michaud,  Mr.  Rumage  organized  a  mason’s  sup¬ 
ply  firm  and  occupied  the  office  of  president  and 
treasurer  of  this  concern.  Mr.  Michaud  acted  as  vice- 
president  and  secretary,  while  Henry  A.  Mead,  also 
a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Rumage,  held  the  post  of 
vice-president.  The  firm  name  is  that  of  the  Liberty 
Mason’s  Supply  Company,  with  offices  and  yard  at 
Baltic  and  Bay  streets,  Stapleton.  Dock  facilities  were 
leased  at  the  foot  of  Victory  Boulevard,  Tompkins- 
ville,  for  the  reception  and  shipment  of  materials 
by  water. 

From  its  very  inception  this  business  expanded  rap¬ 
idly,  becoming  at  length  one  of  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  borough.  Its  heads,  led  by  Mr.  Rumage, 
worked  tirelessly  to  make  a  success  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Their  collective  efforts  along  administrative 
lines  and  their  reputation  as  highly-creditable  busi¬ 
ness  men  lent  impetus  to  the  concern’s  growth.  Aside 
from  this,  their  faith  in  Staten  Island  and  in  the 
development  of  building  operations  here,  was  un¬ 
bounded.  Practically  every  kind  of  building  material 
such  as  sand,  stone,  gravel,  brick,  cement,  lime,  mor¬ 
tar,  pipe,  flue  lining  and  tile  were  kept  available  for 
local  contractors. 

Having  won  an  estimable  place  in  the  business 
world,  Mr.  Rumage  was  not  content  to  devote  all  his 
time  to  commercial  pursuits.  Instead,  he  continued 
to  manifest  a  sincere  interest  in  various  phases  of 
public  life,  volunteering  his  support  in  behalf  of  civic 
organizations  and  charitable  institutions.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  local  Kiwanis  Club  and  was  affiliated 
fraternally  with  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  being  on  the 
house  committee  of  the  latter  organization.  The  field 
of  politics  in  this  borough  interested  him  to  the 
extent  of  being  actively  identified  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  wherein  he  served  for  several  years  as 
a  committeem|an.  He,  however,  was  never  a  can¬ 
didate  for  elective  office.  Always  interested  in  sports 
and  out-of-door  recreations,  he  was  especially  fond 
of  football,  being  a  confirmed  follower  of  the  Staple- 
ton  team,  representing  Staten  Island  in  the  National 
Professional  Football  League. 

By  nature  Mr.  Rumage  was  an  energetic  and  pains¬ 
taking  worker,  and  a  man  of  considerable  foresight 
and  clear  judgment.  The  possessor  of  strong  yet  sound 
convictions,  he  nevertheless  was  blessed  with  a  vast 
amount  of  patience.  Devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his 
fellowmen  and  a  lover  of  good  government,  his  life 
was  a  highly-commendable  one,  worthy  of  a  place  in 
Staten  Island  annals.  His  strongest  attachment  was 
to  his  home  and  family. 

Walter  R.  Rumage  married,  on  June  3,  1917,  Emily 
V.  Hauser,  of  Jersey  City,  daughter  of  Henry  J. 
and  Mary  E.  (Fleckenstein)  Hauser,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  New  York  of  German  parentage.  Early 
members  of  the  Fleckenstein  and  Hauser  families 
came  to  this  country  about  seventy-five  years  ago. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  R.  Rumage  two  children 
were  born :  Doris  Marilyn,  on  April  20,  1918,  who 
attends  Notre  Dame  Convent  at  Silver  Lake,  and  Ken- 
nard  Walter,  on  May  8,  1922,  a  pupil  at  Mrs.  Van 
Duzer’s  Private  Day  School. 

Mrs.  Rumage  evinces  a  quiet  interest  in  the  civic 
well-being  of  the  neighborhood  and  in  affairs  of  a 
social  character.  Her  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Counsel.  She  was  one  of  six 
children,  the  others  being :  Theresa  J.,  who  married 
Charles  Gotthardt;  Mary  E.,  married  David  How- 
arth;  Genevieve  A.,  deceased,  who  married  John  L. 


Michaud ;  Clara  L.,  married  Sheffield  G.  Mamary ; 
Gertrude  C.,  married  Henry  A.  Mead. 

Walter  R.  Rumage’s  death  occurred  July  6,  1929 
at  his  home,  No.  21,  Nixon  Avenue,  Ward  Hill, 
following  an  illness  of  three  months’  duration.  Fun¬ 
eral  services  took  place  at  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Stapleton,  and  burial  at  Moravian  Cemetery, 
New  Dorp. 


LESTER  VAN  NAME  DECKER— For  nearly 
two  decades  Mr.  Decker  has  been  associated  in  the 
building  and  contracting  business  on  Staten  Island  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  this  period  he  has  main¬ 
tained  an  establishment  of  his  own  which  is  one  of 
the  prosperous  firms  in  this  community.  He  is  the 
son  of  Simon  Decker,  whose  career  is  also  narrated 
in  this  review. 

The  Deckers,  a  number  of  whom  are  mentioned 
under  various  captions  throughout  the  pages  of  this 
work,  are  among  the  oldest  of  pioneer  stock.  Their 
progenitors  settled  in  the  New  Netherlands  colony 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  1600’s  and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  next  century.  Some  of  their  branches  went  to 
Long  Island,  others  removed  to  the  Hudson  River 
Valley  country  and  New  Jersey  also  became  the  home 
site  for  a  number  of  Decker  families.  Many  of  their 
present  day  members  are  still  to  be  found  on  Staten 
Island  and  in  nearby  districts  of  the  Metropolis  as 
well  as  States  distant  from  here.  They  have  given 
freely  of  their  ability  and  means  in  the  advancement 
of  civil  and  social  affairs  and  have  contributed  gal¬ 
lantly  to  the  support  of  their  country  in  times  of 
war.  They  have  also  been  ably  represented  in  pro¬ 
fessional,  commercial  and  industrial  life  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  places  of  their  residence. 

Taking  up  the  history  of  the  family  mentioned 
herein,  the  first  member  of  this  branch  of  whom  we 
have  definite  record  (according  to  Lester  Van  Name 
Decker)  is  John  Decker,  his  great-grandfather,  who 
came  from  New  Lots,  Long  Island,  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  years  ago.  He  lived  here  for  a  time, 
did  farming  and  oyster ing,  then  returned  to  New 
Lots  where  he  passed  his  last  years.  During  the 
American  Revolution,  1775-81,  he  is  said  to  have 
aided  General  Washington’s  army  in  the  cause  of  the 
colonies.  He  had  seven  children :  Rueben,  Stephen, 
Job,  Luke,  John  R.,  Williamson  and  Lanah,  all  born 
perhaps  between  1788  and  1802.  His  fifth  son,  John 
R.  Decker,  born  on  Staten  Island  in  1797,  died  in 
1881,  also  farmed,  but  his  principal  occupation  was 
that  of  a  mariner.  In  time  he  became  a  sea  captain 
and  the  owner  of  three  boats,  the  largest  of  which 
was  the  “Masonie,”  a  three-masted  schooner.  He 
sailed  between  New  York  and  Virginia  and  during 
the  Mexican  War  he  helped  his  country  through  his 
service  at  sea.  He  lived  in  the  district  of  Mariners 
Harbor  and  married  Catharine  Van  Name  of  this 
same  place.  His  home  was  on  Washington  Avenue 
near  Van  Pelt  Street  and  the  house  in  which  he 
lived  is  still  standing.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Decker 
were  born  nine  children :  George,  Sarah,  Elmira, 
Edward,  Simon  of  this  review;  Anna  Louisa,  Jose¬ 
phine,  Reuben  and  Emma  Decker. 

Simon  Van  Name  Decker,  the  eldest  child  of  Cap¬ 
tain  John  R.  and  Catharine  (Van  Name)  Decker,  was 
born  February  12,  1832,  in  the  family  homestead. 
After  obtaining  such  schooling  common  to  that  day 
and  age,  he  became  engaged  as  an  oyster  planter  and 
dealer  in  Mariners  Harbor.  Prior  to  the  Civil  War, 
when  this  industry  was  undergoing  a  rapid  growth, 
both  in  the  shallow  waters  off  Prince  Bay  on  the 
South  Shore  and  Mariners  Harbor  on  the  north. 
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Mr.  Decker  enjoyed  an  extensive  trade.  When  the 
call  to  arms  by  President  Lincoln  came  in  1861  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  on  Sep¬ 
tember  15  of  that  year  with  Company  A  of  the 
82d  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  and  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  Virginia.  After 
his  discharge  from  military  service,  on  December  2, 
1862,  he  returned  to  Staten  Island  and  again  gave  his 
attention  to  the  oyster  business  in  which  he  engaged 
until  the  decline  of  that  industry  on  Staten  Island  in 
the  closing  years  of  the  last  century.  In  the  “Direc¬ 
tory”  of  1897  he  is  listed  as  residing  at  No.  14  Black¬ 
ford  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

On  October  25,  1859,  Mr.  Decker  married  (first) 
Frances  J.  Johnson,  by  whom  there  were  three  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  He  married  (sec¬ 
ond),  on  July  22,  1865,  Sara  Louise  King,  of  a 
family  long  seated  on  Staten  Island,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children :  Delaphene ;  George  B.,  a 
resident  of  Port  Richmond;  Norris  C. ;  Ida;  Clarence 
E. ;  Minnie  E.,  widow  of  the  late  Richard  O.  Carlton 
of  Vineland,  New  Jersey;  Edith  May;  Ada;  Webster 
M.  and  Lester  V.  N.  Decker,  of  whom  further. 

Simon  Van  Name  Decker  was  a  man  well  respected 
and  he  took  his  place  among  the  citizens  of  the  Island 
with  a  sense  of  responsibility.  As  a  veteran  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  he  passed  to  his  reward 
on  December  1,  1920.  His  grave  is  in  Lake  Ceme¬ 
tery,  on  Willowbrook  Road  near  Richmond  Avenue, 
where  others  of  the  family  are  interred.  His  wife 
died  February  18,  1920  and  on  the  marker  at  the 
head  of  his  grave  is  inscribed  the  words  “Veteran 
61-65.” 

Lester  Van  Name  Decker  was  born  in  Mariners 
Harbor,  January  8,  1884,  and  was  educated  at  Public 
School  No.  20,  Port  Richmond.  After  completing 
his  studies  he  found  work  in  one  of  Staten  Island’s 
shipyards  as  a  driller’s  helper  and  after  finishing  an 
apprenticeship  at  this  trade,  he  worked  three  years 
in  the  same  capacity.  He  then  entered  the  general 
construction  business  and  acquired  a  thorough  train¬ 
ing  and  understanding  of  building  in  his  association 
for  a  period  of  nearly  ten  years  with  Frank  B.  Sterner 
and  Company,  builders  and  contractors.  In  1924,  feel¬ 
ing  that  the  opportunity  was  ripe  to  institute  a  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  own  and  having  attained  the  necessary 
assurance  to  engage  in  such  work  on  his  own  initiative, 
he  organized  an  establishment  in  this  business.  As 
a  builder  of  private  residences,  his  tasks,  for  the 
most  part,  have  been  centered  about  the  North  Shore 
district,  though  his  work  has  also  attained  importance 
through  different  parts  of  the  Island.  Within  his 
building  firm  he  has  enlisted  the  assistance  of  men 
experienced  and  familiar  with  every  detail  of  con¬ 
struction  work,  and  has  won  both  success  and  well- 
deserved  recognition  in  his  profession. 

Mr.  Decker  has  long  been  identified  with  societies  of 
a  civic  and  fraternal  nature.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade;  Richmond 
Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  The  Junior 
Order,  United  American  Mechanics  also  includes  him 
on  its  membership  rolls. 

Lester  V.  N.  Decker’s  marriage  took  place  on  June 
11,  1913,  to  Martha  T.  Lonquist,  of  Bayonne,  New 
Jersey,  a  daughter  of  Karl  and  Louise  (Klingberg) 
Lonquist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Decker  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Karl  Van  Name  Decker.  The  Decker  fam¬ 
ily  home  is  located  at  No.  31  Palmer  Avenue,  Port 
Richmond. 


ROBERT  M.  SHIELDS,  M.  D.— As  junior  at¬ 
tending  surgeon  and  assistant  gynecologist  at  the 


Staten  Island  Hospital,  Dr.  Shields  has  done  con¬ 
siderable  work  at  this  institution  where  he  now  holds 
an  important  position.  A  native  of  Staten  Island, 
he  is  acquainted  with  local  conditions  and  knows 
many  persons  hereabouts,  some  of  whom  have  been 
his  friends  from  boyhood.  He  is  ever  ready  to 
devote  his  attention  to  his  practice  and  keeps  him¬ 
self  familiarized  with  the  new  methods  of  medicine 
through  active  associations  with  his  colleagues. 

Dr.  Shields  was  born  in  1895,  a  son  of  Robert  M. 
Shields,  Sr.,  also  a  native  of  the  Island,  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Smith)  Shields,  of  Scotland  and  they  reside 
with  their  son,  at  No.  120  Park  Avenue,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond. 

As  a  boy,  Dr.  Robert  M.  Shields  attended  the  local 
public  schools  after  which  he  received  his  academic 
training  at  Stevens  Preparatory  School,  Hoboken, 
New  Jersey.  He  then  became  a  student  at  Colgate 
University,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  taking 
his  professional  work  at  the  University  of  Vermont, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1921  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  His  interneship  was  served 
at  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  and  in  the  course  of 
this  work,  he  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of 
medical  and  surgical  matters.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
Richmond  County  Medical  Society,  and  the  Staten 
Island  Practitioners’  Association.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Staten  Island  Club,  Washington  Lodge, 
No.  3,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  Phi 
Gamma  Delta,  the  Alpha  Kappa  Phi  and  the  Theta 
Nu  Epsilon  fraternities. 

In  1924,  Dr.  Shields  married  Emerald  Young,  of 
the  State  of  Maine. 


CHARLES  F.  PALLISTER — In  his  attachment 
to  this  community  in  the  sense  of  aiding  local  real 
estate  development  and  progress,  Mr.  Pallister  has 
become  widely-known  throughout  Staten  Island  as 
one  prominent  in  this  profession.  He  is  of  the  third 
generation  of  his  family  to  reside  in  the  United  States 
and  of  the  fourth  to  be  established  in  the  New 
World.  On  his  paternal  side  his  great-grandfather 
came  from  England  about  1800,  and  took  up  residence 
in  Nova  Scotia  where  it  is  said  that  he  was  regarded 
as  a  high  type  of  citizen.  His  only  son,  Thomas  S. 
Pallister,  a  leather  craftsman  came  from  Canada 
to  his  country,  in  early  manhood,  about  one  hundred 
years  ago  and  located  in  Manhattan.  He  married 
Mary  Culley,  of  Irish  ancestry  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  a  large  family,  among  whom  were  two 
sons,  Walter  E.,  of  whom  further,  and  Charles,  and 
three  daughters,  Julia,  Mary  and  Annie.  Other  of 
their  children  died  young. 

Walter  E.  Pallister,  father  of  our  present  Mr. 
Pallister,  was  born  in  Manhattan  on  April  28,  1855, 
and  there  received  a  good  education  in  public  school. 
He  was  variously  employed  and  afterwards  became 
connected  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  and  advanced  to  the  post  of  inspector  in  the 
Customs  Division.  He  married  Julia  Casey,  a  native 
of  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  a  daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Hannah  (Morris)  Casey.  Patrick  Casey  died  in 
Ireland  and  his  widow  came  to  America  about  1870 
with  their  children,  Timothy,  Alary,  Margaret  and 
Julia. 

Walter  E.  Pallister  and  his  family  removed  to 
Staten  Island  about  1890  and  located  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  and  he  at  the  same  time  maintained  his  post 
as  Customs  Inspector.  For  three  years  he  resided 
on  Simonson  Place  and  more  than  twenty  years  his 
home  was  on  Decker  Avenue.  Outside  of  his  govern¬ 
ment  duties,  one  of  his  fondest  interests  was  as  a 
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member  of  a  local  volunteer  fire  company  in  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  on  the  North  Shore.  Shortly  after  coming 
to  the  Island  he  was  elected  a  member  of  Washing¬ 
ton  Engine  Company,  No.  I.  This  took  place  on 
November  14,  1892,  and  he  remained  connected  there¬ 
with  until  its  general  disbandment  in  1905.  He  had 
acted  as  foreman  of  the  company  during  1893 ;  rep¬ 
resented  it  in  the  Board  of  Fire  Representatives  from 
1893  to  1895;  was  elected  assistant  chief  engineer  of 
the  Third  District  in  1896  and  was  recording  sec¬ 
retary  of  his  company  in  the  year  1897.  Becoming 
identified  with  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association  on 
December  29,  1897,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  on  January  10,  1910.  In  an 
issue  of  “The  Veteran  Fireman,”  published  on  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1914,  in  which  foregoing  activities  of  Mr. 
Pallister  were  listed  under  his  portrait,  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  briefly:  “By  refusing  to  accept  another  term 
(as  a  member  of  the  board)  the  association  loses 
the  services  of  a  most  valuable  and  painstaking  man.” 

The  enthusiasm  which  Mr.  Pallister  manifested  in 
support  of  these  activities  was  none  the  less  evi¬ 
dent  in  several  other  movements  affecting  community 
welfare,  his  interest  and  association  in  various  well 
known  public  organizations  being  long  sustained.  His 
death  occurred  on  Staten  Island  February  23,  1914. 

Walter  E.  and  Julia  (Casey)  Pallister  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Thomas  S.,  de¬ 
ceased;  Rev.  Father  Walter  F.,  of  Milton,  New 
York;  Mary  C.,  residing  with  her  mother  in  West 
New  Brighton;  Charles  F.,  of  this  review;  Julia  M., 
now  Mrs.  Frank  Lapiedra  of  Staten  Island,  and 
Maurice  J.,  also  living  with  his  mother. 

Charles  F.  Pallister  was  born  in  Manhattan,  May 
19,  1888,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Staten 
Island  when  two  years  of  age.  He  received  his 
earlier  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  and  then  attended  the  Augustinian  Academy  on 
Grymes  Hill.  In  1917  he  entered  the  trucking  busi¬ 
ness  and  remained  thus  engaged  four  years  before 
establishing  a  real  estate  office  of  his  own  on  Staten 
Island. 

It  was  in  1924  that  Mr.  Pallister  organized  the 
Pallister-Conklin  Land  Corporation,  his  associate  be¬ 
ing  the  late  Willard  Conklin,  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work,  and  long  identified  with  realty  and  busi¬ 
ness  life  on  Staten  Island.  This  firm,  only  recently 
dissolved  through  Mr.  Conklin’s  demise,  specialized 
in  the  development  of  land  and  the  appraisal  of 
private  properties  condemned  by  city  authorities  and 
other  public  bodies.  At  present  Mr.  Pallister,  who 
still  engages  in  work  of  this  nature  and  in  real  estate 
promotion  in  general,  maintains  an  office  at  No.  56 
Bay  Street,  St.  George,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leaders  in  this  profession  throughout  the  Island. 

Within  his  special  field,  Mr.  Pallister  is  a  member 
of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board,  organized 
some  years  ago  to  insure  protection  to  prospective 
land  holders  and  home  dwellers.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  local  Kiwanis  Club.  Financial  affairs  in  this  bor¬ 
ough  have  also  absorbed  his  attention,  and  he  has 
served  as  a  director  of  the  Prudential  Savings  and 
Loan  Association  since  1925.  His  fraternal  associa¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Assumpton 
Council,  and  in  their  religious  life  both  he  and  the 
members  of  his  family  attend  the  Church  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament  in  West  New  Brighton.  Mr.  Pal¬ 
lister  has  always  volunteered  generous  aid  in  sup¬ 
port  of  public  projects,  having  given  evidence  of  this 
interest  both  through  his  business  affiliations  and 
through  other  means. 


Charles  F.  Pallister’s  marriage  took  place  on  April 
26,  1912,  to  Florence  O’Connor,  a  native  of  Staten 
Island  and  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Margaret 
(Steinhauser)  O’Connor.  Their  children  are:  Flor¬ 
ence,  and  Rita,  students  at  St.  Peter’s  High  School; 
and  Thomas  S.  and  Doris,  now  attending  the  Pa¬ 
rochial  School  attached  to  the  Church  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament.  The  Pallister  residence  is  situated  at 
No.  571  Forest  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


DELZON  N.  COTT,  M.  D. — In  the  development 
and  progress  of  any  community,  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  take  a  prominent  part  by  their 
zealous  service  in  the  affairs  of  public  health  and  the 
alleviation  of  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and  the 
maimed.  Staten  Island  is  indeed  fortunate  to  have  in 
its  midst  an  able  number  of  physicians  and  surgeons 
who  aid  in  such  advancement,  among  whom  is  Dr. 
Delzon  N.  Cott,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  his  own  father  was  widely  known  in  medical 
circles. 

Dr.  Cott  was  born  September  29,  1892,  son  of  the 
late  George  F.  Cott,  M.  D.,  and  Eliza  (Nusbaum)  Cott. 
He  was  educated  at  public  and  high  schools  in  his 
native  city  and  the  University  of  Rochester,  which 
he  attended  from  1911  to  1914.  He  next  entered  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1918  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

He  served  his  interneship  at  the  Post-Graduate 
Hospital,  after  which  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Buffalo,  remaining  thus  occupied  until 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war.  After  the  war,  he  resumed  his  duties 
as  medical  practitioner  and  remained  in  Buffalo  until 
1924.  Coming  to  New  York  at  that  time,  he  prac¬ 
ticed  there  for  two  years  and  then  located  on  Staten 
Island  where  he  now  specializes  in  Rhin-OTO-Laryn- 
gology.  Dr.  Cott  is  constantly  alert  to  every  new 
discovery  in  the  science  of  medicine  and  is  quick  to 
adopt  modern  methods  in  treatment  that  will  be  of 
advantage  to  his  patients.  His  offices  are  located  at 
No.  25  Central  Avenue,  St.  George.  In  the  civic 
activities  of  the  community,  he  is  frequently  called 
upon  for  advice  and  suggestions  relating  to  public 
health  matters  and  in  everything  that  pertains  to  local 
advancement  or  improvement  he  is  an  eager  and 
enthusiastic  supporter.  During  the  World  War,  Dr. 
Cott  enlisted  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United 
States  Army,  and  was  stationed  at  General  Hospital 
No.  14,  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia. 

Dr.  Delzon  N.  Cott  married,  in  October,  1918, 
Grace  M.  MacIntyre,  of  Brooklyn,  and  they  have 
two  daughters,  Joan  and  Clare.  Dr.  Cott  has  two 
brothers :  Dr.  Chester  C.  Cott,  of  Buffalo,  and 
Delancey  G.  Cott,  of  New  York. 


VERNON  BOYCE  HAMPTON— Within  sev¬ 
eral  fields  of  endeavor  in  the  performance  of  spiritual, 
educational  and  civic  service,  both  Mr.  Hampton  and 
his  father,  Dr.  William  Judson  Hampton,  have  been 
eminently  active.  Mr.  Hampton,  who  is  the  author 
of  “Staten  Island’s  Claim  to  Fame”  has  also  com¬ 
piled  other  books  and  treatises  relating  to  historical  and 
educational  matters  of  both  country-wide  and  local 
purport.  He  is  associated  as  an  instructor  with  Port 
Richmond  High  School  and  has  accomplished  impor¬ 
tant  work  of  a  religious  and  public  character  in  this 
community.  Dr.  Hampton,  now  a  resident  of  New 
Jersey,  was  formerly  pastor  of  Grace  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  Kingsley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  his  paternal  side,  Mr.  Hampton  is  of  English 
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extraction,  his  line  of  descent  being  traced  to  Joseph 
Hampton,  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  genealogical  volume,  “The  History  of 
the  Hampton  Family  in  America,”  by  John  Hampton 
Doan,  Joseph  Hampton  was  a  devout  Quaker,  born 
in  England  probably  during  the  last  decade  of  the 
seventeenth  century  and  came  to  America  shortly 
after  1720,  probably  about  1724.  He  located  in  Bucks 
County,  Pennsylvania,  for  it  is  related  by  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Smith  in  his  history  of  the  settlement  of  Wrights- 
town  in  that  county,  that  “Joseph  Hampton  came 
here  in  1724  and  purchased  of  Zebulon  Heston  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  a  part  of  the  Richardson 
tract.”  It  is  recorded  that  he  was  an  exemplary 
member  of  society  and  encouraged  certain  improve¬ 
ments.  He  was  also  known  as  an  active  business  man 
who  built  Anchor  Tavern  and  for  many  years  main¬ 
tained  this  famous  hostelry.  Joseph  Hampton  had 
married,  on  August  9,  1722,  Mary  Canby,  also  of 
English  descent,  born  September  12,  1697.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children  and  thus  became  ances¬ 
tors  of  the  Bucks  County  Hamptons.  Later  genera¬ 
tions  of  the  family,  however,  branched  out  and  are 
represented  in  practically  every  Northern  State  in  the 
Union.  Joseph  Hampton’s  children  were:  Benjamin, 
of  whom  further;  John,  born  on  January  12,  1724; 
Sarah;  and  Mary,  who  married  a  John  Stokes.  Joseph 
Hampton  died  several  years  before  his  wife  who 
passed  away  August  4.  1794,  aged  nearly  ninety- 
seven,  and  they  are  buried  at  Wrightstown. 

Representing  the  second  generation,  Benjamin 
Hampton,  born  about  1723,  lived  to  be  ninety-two 
years  of  age.  He  married  Ann  Wildman  and  their 
children  were  Benjamin,  of  whom  further;  Oliver, 
James,  Mary,  Ann  and  Elizabeth. 

Benjamin  Hampton,  eldest  of  the  foregoing  chil¬ 
dren,  married  Mary  Powell,  or  Pownell.  Their  eldest 
son  was  Moses  Hampton,  from  whom  was  descended 
Benjamin  Bowles  Hampton,  editor  of  “Hampton’s 
Magazine.”  Another  son  of  Benjamin  was  also  named 
Benjamin,  of  whom  further. 

Benjamin  Hampton  of  the  fourth  generation  in 
direct  line  of  descent,  was  born  September  15,  1790, 
and  married  at  Wrightstown,  Hannah  Morris,  of  the 
famous  line  of  Philadelphia  Morrises,  from  which 
came  Robert  Morris.  Hannah  Morris  was  born  at 
Wrightstown,  April  4,  1791  and  she  and  her  husband 
removed  at  a  later  date  from  Wrightstown  to  Quaker- 
town.  They  had  five  children,  one  of  whom  was 
William  Wharton  Hampton,  of  whom  further. 

William  W.  Hampton,  grandfather  of  Vernon 
Boyce  Hampton,  was  born  February  1,  1826.  He 
married,  on  March  20,  1847,  Susan  Baldwin,  born 
November  1,  1827.  They  were  Methodists  and  the 
parents  of  six  children,  the  fifth  of  whom  was  Wil¬ 
liam  Judson  Hampton,  bom  at  Quakertown,  of  fur¬ 
ther  mention. 

William  Judson  Hampton,  representing  the  sixth 
generation  of  the  Hampton  family  in  America,  at¬ 
tended  the  Quakertown  public  schools,  Pennington 
Seminary  and  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Con¬ 
necticut.  While  at  the  latter  institution  he  became 
affiliated  with  Chi  Psi  national  fraternity.  His  grad¬ 
uate  studies  were  pursued  at  Columbia  University, 
New  York  University  and  Drew  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary.  He  was  awarded  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
diploma  in  1909,  and  by  the  year  1924,  held  five 
degrees,  two  of  which  were  honorary. 

Dr.  Hampton  had  joined  the  Baptist  Church  in 
March,  1885,  but  left  within  six  months’  time  and 
became  associated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  January  9,  1888, 


and  was  admitted  to  the  Newark  Conference  in  1892 
at  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  being  ordained  deacon 
by  Bishop  Bowman  in  1892  and  elder  by  Bishop  Foss 
in  1896.  Prior  to  coming  to  Staten  Island  he  served 
with  distinction  in  various  parishes  in  New  Jersey, 
among  them  Belvidere,  Butler,  Englewood,  Bloom¬ 
field,  Bayonne,  Dover,  Rockaway  and  Chatham. 

In  1918  Dr.  Hampton  became  pastor  of  Grace 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  Pbrt  Richmond, 
Staten  Island,  thus  following  in  the  footsteps  of  a 
long  line  of  distinguished  clergymen.  This  church 
was  the  offspring  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  West  New  Brighton,  its  first  service  hav¬ 
ing  been  held  January  27,  1867.  Dr.  Hampton  minis¬ 
tered  to  the  needs  of  this  parish  for  five  years,  aiding 
materially  in  the  advancement  of  the  church  to  a  place 
of  influence  in  the  religious  life  of  the  Island.  He 
increased  its  membership  and  its  benevolences  ap¬ 
preciably,  was  instrumental  in  the  building  of  notable 
improvements  to  the  church  and  accomplished  impor¬ 
tant  work  in  support  of  the  Epworth  League  and  the 
Junior  League. 

When  Dr.  Hampton  left  Grace  Church  to  accept 
a  call  to  a  pastorate  in  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey,  the 
“Staten  Island  Advance”  in  an  editorial  remarking 
upon  his  departure  and  that  of  four  other  Methodist 
pastors,  said  in  part: 

Perhaps  the  most  outstanding  loss  lies  in  the  re¬ 
moval  of  Dr.  William  J.  Hampton  from  Grace  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Port  Richmond.  Dr.  Hamp¬ 
ton,  during  his  years  on  the  Island,  took  a  most 
active  part  in  civic  life  and  with  rare  courage  never 
missed  an  opportunity  to  attack  what  he  thought 
was  wrong.  He  goes  to  Bloomfield  at  a  considerable 
increase  in  salary.  We  are  happy  that  he  benefits 
materially  but  sorry  indeed  to  see  him  leave  Port 
Richmond. 

After  serving  at  Bloomfield,  Dr.  Hampton  re¬ 
turned  to  Staten  Island  as  pastor  of  the  Kingsley 
Methodist  Church,  Stapleton.  He  accepted  this  church 
largely  for  personal  reasons,  having  in  mind  the 
proximity  of  Stapleton  to  New  York,  and  looking 
toward  the  education  of  his  son,  James  Webb  Hamp¬ 
ton,  at  Columbia  University.  The  founding  of  the 
Kingsley  Methodist  Church  had  been  the  outgrowth 
of  early  meeting  held  in  the  spring  of  1835  by 
Methodists  in  Stapleton  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Boehm.  In  July,  1837,  the  corner-stone 
was  laid  and  the  institution  dedicated  about  September 
1,  1838. 

Dr.  Hampton’s  incumbency  of  this  pastorate  was 
fraught  with  a  deep  sense  of  devotion  and  sacrifice 
to  his  congregation  and  to  Staten  Island  as  a  whole. 
Not  only  did  he  take  an  active  part  in  religious  mat¬ 
ters,  but  also  contributed  generously  to  causes  of  a 
public  character,  cultivating  a  host  of  warm  friend¬ 
ships.  Beloved  by  all  who  met  him  on  Staten  Island, 
particularly  his  fellow-clergymen  of  Protestant,  Cath¬ 
olic  or  Jewish  faith,  he  left  a  mark  of  kindly  person¬ 
ality  that  will  long  endure.  In  1930  he  was  called 
to  take  charge  of  Wesley  Methodist  Church  at  Phil- 
lipsburg,  New  Jersey. 

For  many  years  Dr.  Hampton  has  been  known 
throughout  the  United  States  for  his  writings,  both 
in  the  religious  and  secular  press  and  as  the  author 
of  several  books.  They  include :  “The  Palladium  of 
Correct  Morals,”  1909;  “The  Shrine  Invisible,”  1912; 
“Dodging  the  Commandments,”  1914;  “Our  Presidents 
and  Their  Mothers,”  1918;  enlarged  edition,  1922; 
“The  Religion  of  the  Presidents,”  1924;  “Presidential 
Shrines,”  1928.  These  books  are  in  the  public  libraries 
of  most  of  the  large  cities,  and  are  used  for  refer¬ 
ence  purposes  in  schools  and  colleges.  In  addition, 
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he  has  written  extensively  for  the  religious  press  and 
has  written  the  histories  of  several  churches  which  he 
has  served.  Milton  College,  in  recognition  of  his 
literary  work,  awarded  Dr.  Hampton  an  honorary 
Master  of  Arts  degree.  Taylor  University  honored 
him  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

During  thirty-five  years  in  the  ministry,  Dr.  Hamp¬ 
ton  has  built  four  churches.  At  the  thirty-fourth 
anniversary  of  his  ordination,  he  received  tributes 
and  greetings  from  many  friends.  Chief  among  them 
was  one  from  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Cadman.  Two  others  who 
paid  fitting  tribute  to  Dr.  Hampton’s  services  and 
ministry,  were  John  M.  Avent,  principal  of  Curtis 
High  School  and  John  M.  Braisted,  former  assist¬ 
ant  district  attorney  of  Richmond  County,  whose 
warm  friendship  was  evidenced  in  his  striking  testi¬ 
monial. 

In  the  annual  Newark  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Dr.  Hampton  was  for  fourteen 
years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  on  the 
admission  of  new  ministers  and  their  qualifications, 
and  was  seven  years  registrar  of  the  conference,  re¬ 
ceiving  the  commendations  publicly  of  the  presiding 
bishop  for  his  efficient  work  in  that  post.  In  1924 
he  delivered  the  Memorial  Address  before  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conference,  it  afterwards  appearing  in 
full  in  the  press  of  the  conference  city,  an  unusual 
honor,  and  also  was  published  in  “Zion’s  Herald,” 
Boston.  He  is  past  president  of  the  Staten  Island 
Clerical  League. 

Dr.  Hampton  has  always  been  affiliated  with  men’s 
organizations.  For  three  years  he  was  chaplain  of 
the  Police  Department  of  the  city  of  Bloomfield, 
New  Jersey.  In  every  parish  he  has  associated  him¬ 
self  with  the  local  fraternal  organizations.  His  ad¬ 
dresses  before  the  assembled  lodges  of  Staten  Island 
have  been  of  such  significance  as  to  receive  praise¬ 
worthy  comment,  in  the  Metropolitan  press.  Dr. 
Hampton  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Junior  Order  United  American 
Mechanics  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He 
became  noted  throughout  New  Jersey  as  a  State-wide 
lecturer  on  Masonry,  in  his  capacity  as  State  Grand 
Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  New  Jersey.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
Templar,  Commandery  No.  66,  Port  Richmond. 

William  Judson  Hampton  married,  on  December 
31,  1893,  Amelia  Boyce,  who  was  born  in  Monroe, 
New  York,  but  came  to  Vernon,  New  Jersey,  at  a 
very  early  age.  Her  parents  were  John  Albert  and 
Julia  (Webb)  Boyce,  and  thus  she  was  descended 
from  two  families,  famous  in  American  history.  On 
her  maternal  side,  the  first  of  the  Webb  family  in 
America  was  Christopher  Webb,  who  came  from 
England  in  1632,  thus  settling  in  New  England  twelve 
years  after  the  founding  of  Plymouth.  He  gained 
prominence  as  a  Massachusetts  freeholder. 

Christopher  Webb  married  and  became  the  father 
of  the  following  children:  Christopher,  first;  Chris¬ 
topher,  second,  born  about  1630;  Sarah,  born  about 
1632;  Thomas,  born  about  1634;  Mary,  bom  about 
1636.  Christopher,  second,  was  brought  to  this  coun¬ 
try  by  his  parents  as  an  infant.  He  lived  in  Brain¬ 
tree,  held  a  number  of  town  offices  and  married,  on 
January  18,  1654,  Hannah  Scott.  Their  children  were 
John,  Peter,  of  further  mention;  Samuel,  Christopher, 
Hannah,  Benjamin,  Mary,  Joseph  and  Abigail. 

Through  these  children  is  brought  about  the  union 
of  the  Webbs  with  pioneer  New  England  families, 
conspicuous  in  governmental,  civil  and  military  af¬ 
fairs.  For  instance,  Hannah  Webb  married  Captain 
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John  Adams,  whose  son,  Samuel  was  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Christopher  married 
Mary  Bass,  granddaughter  of  John  Alden,  of  “May¬ 
flower”  fame.  And  through  Samuel  Webb,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Hannah  (Bradford)  Ripley,  came  the  blood  of 
Governor  William  Bradford,  one  of  the  “Mayflower” 
compact  signers. 

Of  the  aforementioned  children,  Peter  Webb,  born 
December  1,  1657,  married  twice,  his  first  wife  being 
Ruth  (surname  unknown),  and  his  second  wife, 
Amy  Hayden.  Eight  children  were  born  of  the  first 
marriage  and  five  of  the  second.  At  this  juncture 
genealogical  records  are  scant.  John,  a  son  of  the 
first  marriage,  had  a  son,  Samuel,  who  helped  to 
lay  out  the  town  of  Goshen,  New  York.  Samuel 
was  the  most  prominent  of  the  early  New  York 
progenitors  of  the  Webb  family  and  the  direct  lineal 
ancestor  of  Mrs.  Hampton. 

Samuel  had  a  son,  Samuel.  The  latter  married 
and  was  the  father  of  Charles  Webb,  born  April  3, 
1 753-54-  The  latter  fought  in  the  Revolution  as  a 
private  and  married  Martha  Van  Vactor.  They 
moved  to  Monroe,  New  York,  and  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children.  Samuel,  representing  the  eighth 
generation,  was  born  July  30,  1784,  and  was  thrice 
married,  (first)  to  Abigail  Conklin  in  1807;  (second) 
to  Mariah  Conklin,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  his 
third  wife’s  name  is  unknown.  By  his  first  wife 
there  were  eight  children,  the  sixth  being  Julia  Webb, 
born  September  26,  1820,  died  October  9,  1907.  She 
married  John  Albert  Boyce,  on  February  17,  1842, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Hampton. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  J.  Hampton  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  six  children:  1.  Delvon,  died 
in  infancy.  2.  William  Judson,  Jr.,  born  January  1, 
1895,  is  a  resident  of  Belvidere,  New  Jersey,  being 
senior  construction  engineer  and  highway  inspector 
attached  to  the  State  Highway  Department.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Minnie  Searles,  daughter  of  former  Mayor 
Ambrose  Searles  of  Belvidere.  3.  Marie,  born  June 
8,  1896,  died  a  month  and  a  half  later.  4.  Vernon 
Boyce,  mentioned  further.  5.  Edith  Miriam,  born 
July  ix,  1901,  is  a  teacher  in  the  Franklin  School, 
Bloomfield,  New  Jersey.  6.  James  Webb,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  s,  1908,  is  a  teacher  in  Newark  Academy, 
Newark,  New  Jersey.  He  married,  in  September, 
1929,  Margaret  Loveland  Wilkins,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hartwell  H.  Wilkins,  of  St.  George. 

Vernon  Boyce  Hampton’s  birth  occurred  in  Dover, 
New  Jersey,  June  26,  1897.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  eighth  grade  at  Belvidere,  New  Jersey,  entered 
high  school  there  and  won  first  prize  in  an  essay 
contest  conducted  throughout  the  various  schools  of 
Warren  County.  The  contest  topic  was:  “The  Natu¬ 
ral  Wonders  of  America.”  He  later  attended  high 
school  at  Butler,  New  Jersey,  from  whence  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  diploma  as  well  as  first  prize  awarded  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  essay  on  “The 
Most  Needed  Improvement  in  Butler  and  Blooming- 
dale.”  Deciding  to  enter  the  profession  of  teaching, 
he  enrolled  at  the  Teachers’  Summer  School,  New¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey,  for  a  course,  afterwards,  studied 
at  Columbia  University  where  he  received  his  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts  degree  in  1923  and  has  completed  work 
toward  a  Master  of  Arts  diploma.  Being  interested 
mainly  in  the  study  of  history,  he  undertook  graduate 
courses  in  American  History. 

Mr.  Hampton’s  first  position  came  as  an  instruc¬ 
tor  at  the  Meadtown  Public  School,  Butler,  New 
Jersey,  where  he  remained  one  year  before  teaching 
at  the  Irving  Preparatory  School  at  Tarrytown-on- 
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Hudson.  He  then  taught  school  for  three  years  at 
Public  School  No.  20,  Port  Richmond,  before  taking 
up  high  school  work  at  Tottenville.  In  addition  to 
carrying  out  these  latter  tasks  he  was  extension 
lecturer  in  History  during  1923-24  in  a  course  in 
“American  Foreign  Relations,”  given  at  Hunter  Col¬ 
lege,  New  York.  In  1924-25,  while  still  at  Totten¬ 
ville  High  School,  he  became  the  author  of  “Staten 
Island’s  Claim  to  Fame,”  a  brief  history  relating 
chiefly  the  lives  of  important  local  residents  who 
contributed  materially  to  the  development  of  our 
Island  in  one  or  another  form  of  endeavor. 

After  leaving  Tottenville  High  School,  Mr.  Hamp¬ 
ton  taught  for  one  term  at  James  Madison  High 
School  in  Brooklyn,  before  being  transferred  to  Port 
Richmond  High  School,  Staten  Island,  upon  the  open¬ 
ing  of  that  institution  in  September,  1927,  under  the 
principalship  of  William  Halloran.  Besides  being 
active  in  scholastic  work  as  a  teacher  of  history,  he 
serves  as  grade  advisor  for  the  class  of  1931  and  is 
chairman  of  numerous  school  committees.  To  his 
pupils  he  is  known  as  a  competent  tutor  and  friend, 
whose  interest  in  student  affairs  outside  of  the  class¬ 
room  is  generous  and  constant. 

Mr.  Hampton  is  chairman  of  the  National  Wood- 
row  Wilson  School  Memorial  Committee,  having  dur¬ 
ing  a  period  of  five  years  organized  a  movement 
among  educators  to  recognize  Woodrow  Wilson  as 
the  foremaster  schoolmaster  America  has  produced. 
Well  known  educators  throughout  the  country  have 
cooperated  with  Mr.  Hampton  in  this  work. 

Having  been  raised  in  an  atmosphere  of  religious 
learning,  Mr.  Hampton  evinced  an  early  interest  in 
church  affairs,  especially  among  the  young  people, 
being  a  teacher  of  Sunday  school  classes  and  an 
officer  in  the  Epworth  League.  In  the  latter  associa¬ 
tion  he  organized  and  developed  various  chapters  on 
a  large  scale,  not  only  on  Staten  Island  but  in  New 
Jersey.  He  devoted  his  time  to  advancing  this  work 
from  a  membership  standpoint,  but  specialized  in 
the  promotion  of  recreational  and  social  departments 
of  the  league  as  well  as  becoming  the  originator  of  a 
number  of  plans  and  programs  published  by  the  offi¬ 
cial  league  organ,  “The  Epworth  Herald.”  He  also 
emphasized  the  community  aspect  of  church  work, 
both  in  the  Epworth  League  and  in  Sunday  school  cir¬ 
cles.  Following  the  removal  of  his  father,  Dr.  Hamp¬ 
ton,  from  Grace  Church,  Port  Richmond,  Mr.  Hampton 
became  affiliated  with  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church, 
West  New  Brighton,  the  church  home  of  his  wife’s 
parents.  While  in  this  service  he  was  Sunday  school 
teacher  and  was  elected  associate  superintendent  of 
the  school,  and  inaugurated  a  new  system  of  religious 
instruction  in  the  church  school.  When  his  father 
returned  to  Staten  Island  to  become  pastor  of  the 
Kingsley  Methodist  Church,  Mr.  Hampton  trans¬ 
ferred  his  allegiance  to  that  house  of  worship.  Upon 
his  father’s  removal  from  Staten  Island,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hampton  again  united  with  their  first  church 
home,  Grace  Church,  Port  Richmond. 

In  a  larger  sense  Mr.  Hampton  has  devoted  much 
of  his  time  to  church  work  of  an  Island-wide  nature. 
He  acted  as  chairman  for  Staten  Island  in  the  success¬ 
ful  Million  Dollar  Endowment  Fund  campaign  of 
the  Newark  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  fund  being  created  in  the  interest  of  the 
retired  Methodist  Ministers  of  the  Conference.  He 
was  also  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Richmond  Borough  Division,  Methodist  Broad¬ 
way  Temple  Campaign  which  was  waged  for  the 
creation  of  that  “Skyscraper  Church”  in  upper  Man¬ 
hattan  in  1928.  Mr.  Hampton  writes  regularly  for 
the  “Epworth  Herald,”  official  organ  of  the  Board 


of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  also  special  correspondent  for  the  “Staten 
Island  Advance”  and  was  author  of  weekly  articles 
on  Staten  Island  churches.  Reviews  also  appear 
from  time  to  time  under  his  name  in  the  Sunday 
section  of  the  New  York  “Herald-Tribune”  and 
formerly  in  the  New  York  “World.” 

Outside  of  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Hampton  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Greater  New  York  Federation  of 
Churches ;  a  trustee  of  the  City  Evangelization  Union, 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Newark  Annual  Conference,  in  charge  of  the  further¬ 
ance  of  religious  education.  In  an  editorial  in  the 
Staten  Island  “Advance,”  July  28,  1928,  under  the  cap¬ 
tion  of  “Preserve  Our  Shrines,”  he  advocated  the 
preservation  of  the  Tyler  mansion  at  Tyler  Place, 
West  New  Brighton,  the  former  home  of  Mrs.  John 
Tyler,  and  where  John  Tyler,  then  President  of  the 
United  States  was  frequently  a  guest. 

Mr.  Hampton  is  a  member  of  various  organizations 
of  a  civic  and  patriotic  character  in  this  borough. 
In  the  Sesqui-Centennial  celebration  in  1926,  of  which 
he  was  appointed  the  director  by  the  borough  pres¬ 
ident,  he  worked  out  elaborate  plans  and  originated 
novel  schemes  for  its  presentation.  He  arranged 
for  a  parchment  signed  by  Mayor  Walker  and  Bor¬ 
ough  President  Lynch  to  be  dispatched  by  runners 
toward  Philadelphia,  with  relays  provided  enroute  by 
the  Kiwanis  clubs  of  all  cities  along  the  line,  with 
a  stop  at  Trenton,  the  capital  of  New  Jersey,  for 
the  affixing  of  the  signatures  of  Governors  Alfred 
E.  Smith  of  New  York  and  Harry  Moore  of  New 
Jersey. 

In  addition  to  publishing  “Staten  Island’s  Claim 
to  Fame,”  Mr.  Hampton  has  produced  works  on 
Staten  Island  history,  “Historic  Church  Landmarks” 
and  “Rambling  Reminiscenses  of  Richmond.”  He 
has  also  written  a  comprehensive  book  on  “Reli¬ 
gious  Background  of  the  White  House”  and  another, 
“White  House  Jewels,”  the  latter  dealing  with  the 
children  of  the  Executive  Mansion  and  dedicated  by 
permission  of  former  President  and  Mrs.  Coolidge 
to  the  memory  of  their  son,  Calvin  Coolidge,  Jr., 
who  died  in  the  White  House.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
compiling  a  “Life  of  President  Chester  A.  Arthur.” 
He  has  also  penned  “The  Early  Religious  Life  of 
Herbert  Hoover,”  published  in  “The  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate”  and  other  articles  including :  “Woodrow  Wil¬ 
son  and  American  Youth,”  “What  Restrictions  on  the 
Presidency?”  and  others.  A  series  of  historical  arti¬ 
cles  was  published  in  the  New  York  “Evening  World” 
on  “Historic  Staten  Island  in  Pictures  and  Story.” 

Mr.  Hampton  holds  memberships  in  the  following 
societies:  Welcome  Council,  No.  166,  Junior  Order 
of  United  American  Mechanics ;  History  Club  of 
Columbia  University ;  Belles  Lettres  Branch,  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  New  York 
City  High  School  Teachers’  Association;  chairman 
of  the  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Flag  Day  Asso¬ 
ciation;  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade;  Conference 
House  Association,  and  Board  of  Education  of  New¬ 
ark  Annual  Conference. 

Outside  of  these  civic  affiliations,  his  school  work, 
religious  associations  and  literary  labors,  his  prin¬ 
cipal  interest  is  in  his  home.  A  hobby  that  has 
attracted  his  interest  within  late  years  is  the  collect¬ 
ing  of  autographs  from  well  known  Americans  in 
various  fields  of  endeavor. 

Vernon  B.  Hampton  married,  on  July  4,  1927, 
Florence  Lillian  Truyter,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Lillian  (Gunnell)  Truyter.  Mr.  Truyter  is  associated 
with  the  Lighthouse  Department,  being  stationed  at 
St.  George.  Tradition  indicates  that  Mrs.  Hampton 
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is  related  to  President  U.  S.  Grant  through  the 
Gunnell  family  which  originally  came  from  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Hampton  was  graduated  from  Curtis  High 
School  in  1921,  and  then  studied  at  Hunter  College, 
receiving  her  diploma  in  January,  1925.  She  taught 
for  a  term  at  Curtis  High  School  and  is  now  a 
teacher  at  Public  School  No.  20,  Port  Richmond. 
She  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  civic  and 
social  life  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hampton 
reside  at  No.  301  Hart  Avenue,  (“Sunset  Hill”) 
West  New  Brighton. 


CHARLES  A.  SCHLEININGER — More  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  Mr.  Schleininger  developed 
a  business  organization  which  is  now  recognized 
throughout  the  borough  of  Richmond  for  its  efficient 
service  to  their  clients.  His  thorough  knowledge, 
acquired  by  preliminary  training  and  experience  as 
a  consultant  heating  and  sanitary  engineer  in  its  vari¬ 
ous  phases,  has  placed  him  in  an  enviable  position 
in  this  community.  He  has  been  equally  active  in  busi¬ 
ness,  civic  and  other  organizations  in  this  community 
and  is  widely-known. 

Charles  A.  Schleininger  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  November  2,  1878,  a  son  of  the  late  Charles  and 
Fredericka  (Oppold)  Schleininger.  Both  his  parents 
were  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  came  sep¬ 
arately  to  the  United  States  about  1870  as  young 
people.  Here  they  met  and  in  time  were  married  in 
New  York.  The  elder  Schleininger  followed  the 
baking  trade  in  that  city  and  in  1883  removed  with 
his  wife  and  family  to  Staten  Island.  For  more  than 
a  decade  he  was  successfully  engaged  here  in  the 
baking  industry,  having  operated  an  establishment  on 
Jersey  Street,  New  Brighton.  He  retired  from  this 
organization  about  1894,  but  later  reentered  the  busi¬ 
ness  world  in  connection  with  his  son,  which  asso¬ 
ciation  continued  for  fourteen  years  until  his  death 
in  1920.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1922  and  both  are 
buried  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery,  West  New  Brighton. 
The  elder  Schleiningers,  after  their  removal  from 
Jersey  Street,  resided  on  Richmond  Turnpike,  now 
Victory  Boulevard,  the  late  place  of  their  residence. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Frank  J.,  connected  with  the  local  branch  of  the 
Metropolitan  Insurance  Company,  married  Emma 
Rhode  of  Coxsackie,  New  York;  Charles  A.,  of  this 
review;  Mary,  Pauline  and  Josephine,  died  young; 
Frieda,  married  Thomas  Mackey,  who  is  associated 
with  the  local  branch  of  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank, 
and  they  have  four  children;  Rose,  married  Joseph 
Brady  who  is  connected  with  the  National  Lead  Com¬ 
pany  in  Brooklyn  and  they  have  one  child.  Charles 
A.  Schleininger’s  education  was  received  in  Public 
School  No.  17,  New  Brighton  and  at  St.  Peter’s  Pa¬ 
rochial  School.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  left 
school  and  became  associated  with  his  father,  whom 
he  had  assisted  during  spare  times  while  attending 
school.  He  remained  with  the  elder  Schleininger  about 
three  years  before  deciding  to  learn  the  plumber’s 
trade.  For  that  purpose  he  served  an  apprenticeship 
and  worked  as  a  journeyman  plumber  eight  years 
in  New  York  City,  having  taken  in  the  meantime  a 
two-year  night  course  in  a  New  York  trade  school. 
In  1900  Mr.  Schleininger  established  himself  in  the 
plumbing  and  heating  business  on  Staten  Island,  his 
first  shop  being  located  at  the  corner  of  Union  and 
Beach  streets,  Stapleton,  where  the  Pape  building  now 
stands.  From  there  he  removed  later  to  his  present 
quarters  nearby  at  No.  215  Canal  Street.  Besides 
carrying  on  a  large  plumbing  business  and  specializing 
in  hot  water  and  steam  heating  plants,  he  as  both 
contractor  and  expert,  is  called  upon  for  opinion  in 


the  more  intricate  problems  of  his  calling.  He  has 
made  installations  in  some  of  the  finest  residences 
on  Staten  Island,  as  well  as  some  of  the  largest  insti¬ 
tutions,  including  the  new  Staten  Island  Hospital  and 
the  Nurses’  Home,  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  Richmond 
Memorial  Hospital,  the  new  Medical  Building,  the 
Masonic  Temple  and  many  other  large  edifices.  He  is 
also  the  authorized  agent  for  automatic  oil  burners 
and  gas  fire  boilers  and  is  not  only  widely-experi¬ 
enced  at  his  trade,  but  is  highly  regarded  in  such 
circles.  His  recommendations  are  those  suggesting  the 
use  of  appliances  which  have  come  under  his  personal 
investigation  and  have  proved  their  utility.  He  has 
personally  developed  and  perfected  a  domestic  hot 
water  heating  plant,  practical  for  summer  and  winter 
use,  which  has  proven  both  effective  and  economical. 
Mr.  Schleininger  credits  his  success  to  the  policy  he 
has  consistently  pursued,  that  of  conscientious  serv¬ 
ice,  helpful  counsel  and  the  supervision  of  a  corps 
of  assistants  well  trained  in  the  essentials  of  the 
plumbing  and  heating  trade. 

Within  his  calling  he  has  the  following  affiliations : 
past  president  of  the  Master  Plumbers’  Association 
of  Richmond  Borough;  chairman  of  the  Joint  Con¬ 
ference  Board,  Master  and  Journeymen  Plumbers’ 
Association  and  membership  in  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Master  and  Journeyman  Plumbers.  Out¬ 
side  of  these  connections  he  has  given  generously  of 
his  time  and  means  to  public  causes  on  Staten  Island 
and  is  identified  with  several  local  societies.  He  is 
treasurer  of  the  Ward  Hill  Realty  Corporation,  past 
exempt  member  of  the  North  Shore  Veteran  Fire¬ 
man’s  Association,  past  member  of  the  New  Brighton 
Fife  and  Drum  Corps  and  past  lieutenant  of  the 
Home  Defense  League.  Organizations  of  a  civic  and 
business  nature  with  which  he  is  associated  are  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Staple- 
ton  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Kiwanis  Qub.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  identified  with  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  a 
member  of  its  House  Committee.  He  is  also  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Foresters  of  America.  His  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
he  holds  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and 
the  Holy  Name  Society.  Within  the  field  of  literature, 
more  generally  in  alliance  with  his  profession,  he 
has  been  called  upon  to  write  papers  on  heating  and 
sanitation  for  trade  magazines.  His  articles  on  “Thrift” 
were  received  favorably,  their  time  of  publication  be¬ 
ing  during  the  World  War  period.  Mr.  Schleininger 
is  also  an  active  sportsman,  his  favorite  hobbies 
being  hunting,  fishing  and  golfing.  For  the  past 
twenty  years  he  has  spent  vacations  in  Canada,  Upper 
New  York  State  and  in  other  woodlands  during  hunt¬ 
ing  seasons.  He  has  also  fished  in  nearby  waters  and 
hunted  in  the  different  reserves  on  Staten  Island  in 
the  years  past. 

Charles  A.  Schleininger  married,  on  June  22,  1904, 
Helen  Clark,  of  West  New  Brighton,  daughter  of 
Frank  and  Mary  (Donovan)  Clark.  The  Clark  and 
Donovan  families  are  of  Irish  origin  and  came  to 
this  country  about  a  century  ago,  their  grandfathers 
being  the  first  of  their  branches  in  America.  The 
elder  Clarks  had  five  children:  Helen,  now  Mrs. 
Schleininger;  Annie,  now  Mrs.  Olsen,  of  Westerleigh; 
John,  Mary,  and  Frank  who  are  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schleininger  became  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Charles  A.,  Jr.,  who  was  educated  at  St. 
John  the  Baptist  Parochial  School  and  Curtis  High 
School,  is  now  associated  in  his  father’s  business.  2. 
Helen,  a  graduate  of  St.  John  De  La  Salle  School 
and  St.  Peter’s  High  School,  later  attended  Drake’s 
Business  College,  now  holds  a  responsible  position  in 
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New  York.  3.  Harold,  after  attending  Public  School 
No.  14  and  Curtis  High  School,  became  a  pupil  of 
Ned  Wayburn,  the  famous  New  York  stage  director; 
and  has  been  connected  in  a  business  capacity  with  the 
Stapleton  National  Bank,  now  a  part  of  the  Corn 
Exchange  Bank  system.  4.  Marie,  who  was  educated 
at  St.  John  De  La  Salle  School  and  Curtis  High 
School,  resides  at  home.  5.  Vera,  similarly  educated, 
was  a  student  at  Drake’s  Business  College,  and  also 
resides  at  home. 

The  Schleininger  residence  is  situated  at  No.  1S2 
Nixon  Avenue,  Ward  Hill,  in  a  pleasant  and  attrac¬ 
tive  section  overlooking  the  Narrows. 


T.  IRVING  SIMONSON— Included  among  the 
leading  merchants  in  this  borough,  Mr.  Simonson 
conducts  a  home  furnishing  establishment  in  Port 
Richmond  which,  during  the  past  three  decades,  has 
reflected  the  ready  perseverance  and  foresight  of  its 
founder.  A  thorough  business  experience  acquired, 
chiefly  by  practical  application  and  training  has  proved 
its  worth  in  his  career  and  enabled  him  to  administer 
to  the  wants  of  local  residents.  He  is  a  native  of 
Port  Richmond. 

The  Simonson  family  is  of  French  origin,  the 
earlier  appellation  being  that  of  Le  Blant.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  one,  William  Le  Blant,  a  French  Hugue¬ 
not  refugee  and  the  son  of  Simon  Le  Blant,  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  on  Staten  Island,  he  having 
come  here  during  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  He  came  to  be  known  as  “Simon’s  Son,” 
hence  the  derivation  of  the  name  Simonson.  During 
early  times  on  Staten  Island  members  of  the  family 
were  large  freeholders,  were  active  in  civic  affairs 
and  were  participants  in  military  conflicts  in  which 
our  country  became  embroiled. 

Mr.  Simonson’s  great-grandfather  was  Abram  or 
Abraham,  born  about  1787,  who  lived  in  the  East 
Shore  section  of  our  Island  and  married  Annie  Praal 
of  an  equally  ancient  Richmond  County  family.  They 
were  attendants  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  according  to  the  “St.  Andrew’s  Gravestone 
Inscriptions,”  Abram’s  death  occurred  on  Septem¬ 
ber  7,  i860.  His  wife’s  demise  came  on  March  31, 
1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty.  Both  were  active  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  church  at  which  they  worshipped  and 
were  buried  in  the  old  churchyard. 

Among  their  children  was  Cornelius  Simonson,  born 
about  1815,  but  in  later  years  removed  to  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  and  there  became  engaged  as  an  oysterman. 
When  this  thriving  industry  was  undergoing  its 
greatest  development,  he  was  known  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  along  the  North  Shore  occupied  in 
this  calling.  During  the  early  part  of  his  life  Mr. 
Simonson  resided  in  the  family  homestead  at  Chel¬ 
sea  but  after  his  death,  his  wife  and  family  removed 
to  Park  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

Cornelius  Simonson,  Sr.,  had  married  Jemima 
Simonson,  of  another  branch  of  the  family  and  they 
had  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  young,  the  others 
being  Cornelius,  Jr.,  Abram,  David  F.,  Ida,  who  be¬ 
came  Mrs.  J.  R.  Grant,  and  Henry.  The  elder  Cor¬ 
nelius  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  Fairview  Ceme- 
tery. 

The  St.  Andrew’s  baptismal  records  indicate  Henry’s 
birth  on  June  8,  1838  and  his  baptism  on  January  21, 
1843.  His  place  of  birth  was  the  old  Simonson  resi¬ 
dence  in  the  Chelsea  section  of  our  Island,  and  after 
attending  school,  he  entered  the  oyster  business.  When 
this  industry  was  virtually  destroyed  by  pollution, 
thus  necessitating  a  change  of  occupation  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  Staten  Islanders,  Mr.  Simonson  became  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  grocer.  He  was  recognized  throughout 


his  home  community  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  and 
one  greatly  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  family. 

Henry  Simonson  married  Emeline  Tyson,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Abram  Tyson.  The  Tyson  or  Tysen  family  is 
another  of  Dutch  extraction,  long  represented  in  this 
county  to  the  present  day.  Mention  of  several  promi¬ 
nent  members  of  the  family  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  though  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  one,  Barne 
Tysen,  was  the  progenitor  in  America  and  likewise  on 
Staten  Island,  having  come  here  from  Amsterdam 
in  Holland.  He  was  the  recipient  of  a  substantial 
land  grant,  married  Maria  Kroesen  and  their  three 
sons,  Abraham,  Cornelius  and  David  gave  rise  to 
numerous  representatives. 

Henry  and  Emeline  (Tyson)  Simonson  were  the 
parents  of  three  sons :  Edgar  T.,  born  in  1868,  and 
died  in  December,  1930;  Herbert  B.,  who  lives  in 
Brooklyn;  and  T.  Irving,  to  whom  this  biography 
particularly  related.  Henry  Simonson  died  on  No¬ 
vember  28,  1878,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  De¬ 
cember  11,  1907.  Both  are  buried  in  the  New  Spring- 
ville  Cemetery. 

Theodore  I.  (T.  Irving)  Simonson  was  born  in 
Port  Richmond  October  3,  1865,  and  attended  the 
local  public  schools  before  entering  mercantile  life. 
Taking  advantage  of  an  opportunity  to  win  his  way  in 
the  business  world,  he  became  associated  with  the  dry 
goods  and  house  furnishing  store  operated  by  his 
uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  F.  Simonson. 
Here  he  was  privileged  to  obtain  a  practical  and 
sound  foundational  experience  that  was  to  prove  its 
worth  in  later  years.  In  1901,  after  the  dry  goods 
end  of  the  business  had  been  sold  and  his  uncle  and 
aunt  had  retired  from  the  business,  Mr.  Simonson 
took  over  the  control  of  the  store  and  continued  to 
handle  the  house  furnishing  department.  His  estab¬ 
lishment  is  situated  in  Port  Richmond  in  a  splendid 
trade  center.  As  time  went  on  the  enterprise  grew 
steadily  in  size  and  in  favor  with  the  local  public, 
new  varieties  of  home  furnishings  being  added  from 
year  to  year.  At  the  present  day,  after  an  existence 
of  more  than  three  decades,  the  establishment  is 
known  not  only  for  its  prominence  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  but  throughout  the  Island  to  patrons  who  come 
here  for  commodities  handled  at  the  store..  Mr. 
Simonson  specializes  in  linoleums,  all  qualities  of 
domestic  and  imported  wall  paper,  window  shades 
to  measure  and  rugs.  His  location  is  at  No.  2065 
Richmond  Terrace,  Port  Richmond. 

Other  interests  aside  from  business  activities  de¬ 
mand  a  fair  share  of  Mr.  Simonson’s  time  and  at¬ 
tention.  He  is  associated  with  the  financial  structure 
of  the  community  as  a  trustee  of  the  Richmond 
County  Savings  Bank  and  vice-president  and  director 
of  the  North  Shore  Building  Loan  and  Savings  As¬ 
sociation.  The  Richmond  Insurance  Company  also 
numbers  him  among  its  directors  and  he  also  holds 
membership  in  the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  His  aid  in  worthy  public  causes  is  gen¬ 
erous  and  sustaining,  though  his  alliance  with  socie¬ 
ties  of  a  civic,  and  fraternal  nature  are  few.  In  his 
youth,  he  was  active  in  the  Port  Richmond  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  Sunday  school. 

Mr.  Simonson  resides  at  No.  2223  Richmond  Ter¬ 
race,  Port  Richmond,  in  the  home  of  his  late  brother, 
Edgar  T.  Simonson,  who  for  years  was  associated 
with  the  produce  business  in  Brooklyn.  His  activ¬ 
ities  on  Staten  Island  were  of  a  religious  nature  and 
he  was  an  ardent  member  of  the  Trinity  Men’s  Bible 
Class.  Edgar  T.  Simonson  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
Annie  E.  (Stoothof)  Simonson  and  two  children, 
Harry  I.  and  Marion,  the  latter  married  Albert  C. 
Carr,  of  Brooklyn  and  has  one  daughter,  Doris. 
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NATHANIEL  JACOB  OSTRANDER— For 

nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century,  inclusive  of  three 
generations,  the  Ostrander  family  has  resided  on 
Staten  Island  where  its  members  have  engaged  prin¬ 
cipally  in  activities  of  a  commercial  and  civil  char¬ 
acter.  One  among  their  number,  who  was  esteemed 
both  for  his  charitable  nature  and  his  assistance  in 
worthy  civic  projects  was  Nathaniel  J.  Ostrander. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  he  was  superintendent  of 
the  Moravian  Cemetery  and  in  the  duties  of  that 
office  was  highly  regarded  by  its  official  board.  He 
was  a  resident  of  West  New  Brighton  where  he 
was  well  known  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Ostrander  was  of  Dutch  ancestry,  his  early 
forebears  having  been  seated  in  Amsterdam,  Holland, 
generations  before  the  family  name  first  appeared  in 
America  in  the  year  1660.  In  their  native  land  the 
Ostranders  were  recognized  chiefly  as  fearless  and 
staunch  citizens,  rugged  and  independent  in  char¬ 
acter.  A  typical  representative  was  Pieter  Ostrander, 
who  with  his  wife,  Tryntje,  voyaged  from  Holland 
in  April,  1660,  in  the  ship,  “The  Spotted  Cow,”  and 
landed  in  New  York  in  June  of  that  year.  They 
brought  with  them  three  children,  one  of  whom  was 
Pieter  Pieterse,  and  forthwith  settled  in  Kingston 
(then  Esopus)  Ulster  County,  New  York.  Their 
names  and  those  of  their  descendants  and  allied  fam¬ 
ilies  are  mentioned  occasionally  in  the  publication, 
“Olde  Ulster,”  which  treats  mainly  of  early  Dutch 
settlers  and  pioneer  towns  throughout  the  county. 

In  direct  line  of  descent  leading  from  Pieter  Os¬ 
trander,  the  progenitor,  to  the  present-day  family,  we 
come  to  the  aforementioned  son,  Pieter  Pieterse 
Ostrander,  who,  on  January  19,  1679,  in  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  at  Kingston,  married  Rebecca  Trap- 
hagen,  born  in  Boswyck,  Long  Island,  also  of  Dutch 
parentage.  Their  son,  Hendrick  Ostrander,  seventh 
eldest  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  was  born 
September  18,  1693,  and  later  in  life,  on  May  12, 
1724,  he  married  Elizabeth  Van  Bommell.  She  too 
was  a  member  of  another  family  of  Dutch  extrac¬ 
tion  and  resident  in  Ulster  County.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  one  of  whom  was  David. 
Representing  the  fourth  generation  of  Ostranders  in 
this  country,  this  David,  whose  birth  occurred  at 
Plattekill  on  March  20,  1746,  afterwards  served  as 
captain  in  the  Ulster  County  Militia  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  married,  on  May  23,  1768, 
in  Poughkeepsie,  Engeltje  Von  Kouwenhoven,  born 
March  6,  1745,  and  their  children  were  Mary,  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  Lydia,  Abel,  Nathaniel  and  Esther.  The  death 
of  David,  their  father,  was  in  December,  1809,  a  few 
years  prior  to  his  wife. 

Nathaniel  Ostrander,  the  son  of  David  Ostrander, 
was  born  December  3,  1780,  in  New  Hurley,  Ulster 
County,  and  later  came  to  New  York  City.  He 
engaged  in  the  trucking  business  and  after  conduct¬ 
ing  his  establishment  successfully  for  several  years, 
retired  sometime  before  the  Civil  War.  In  1858  he 
removed  to  Staten  Island  with  his  family  and  resided 
in  a  comfortable  residence  on  Garden  Street,  Four 
Corners.  His  death  occurred  in  1866.  Gertrude 
Braisted,  his  wife,  was  born  in  1802  at  the  foot  of 
Bard  Avenue,  Livingston.  She  was  the  widow  of 
Evo  Dossay  and  the  mother  of  two  children  by  this 
marriage,  named  John  L.  and  Elizabeth.  Nathaniel 
and  Gertrude  (Braisted-Dossay)  Ostrander  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters :  William 
H.,  Lydia  H.,  Mary  C.,  Gertrude  A.,  and  Nathaniel 
J.  Ostrander. 

The  latter’s  birth  occurred  in  New  York  City, 
May  24,  1843,  where  his  education  was  obtained  in 
public  school.  In  young  manhood  he  came  to  Staten 


Island,  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  here  and  was 
well-respected  as  a  business  man  and  an  active  public 
worker. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  his  career,  following 
the  completion  of  his  schooling,  he  followed  in  his 
father’s  footsteps  as  the  owner  of  a  trucking  and 
contracting  business  which  he  managed  with  appre¬ 
ciable  success.  In  1873,  however,  he  was  elected  by 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Moravian  Cemetery  As¬ 
sociation  as  superintendent  of  this  cemetery  and 
maintained  this  post  until  his  retirement  in  1904. 
During  this  long  incumbency  Mr.  Ostrander  did  much 
toward  the  building  and  beautifying  of  this  burial 
ground  which  at  the  current  day  is  the  largest  on 
Staten  Island.  For  more  than  thirty-three  years  he 
also  served  as  treasurer  and  a  trustee  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  (Moravian)  at  New  Dorp. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Ostrander’s  interest  in  the  civil 
life  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived  came  par¬ 
ticularly  through  his  service  as  collector  of  school 
taxes  for  the  towns  of  Castleton  and  Middletown, 
a  responsibility  which  held  his  attention  for  eight 
years  from  1864  to  1872.  In  the  latter  year  he  was 
also  engaged  as  town  tax  collector  of  Middletown 
and  at  another  time  held  the  position  of  overseer 
of  highways.  He  was  generous  and  willing,  as  well 
as  genial  and  cheerful  by  nature  and  his  devotion 
to  his  fellowmen  was  exceeded  only  by  his  love  for 
his  home  and  family,  in  which  he  took  infinite  pride. 

Nathaniel  J.  Ostrander’s  marriage  took  place  at  New 
Dorp,  August  22,  1872,  to  Maria  Louise  Vroom,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Van  Rennsalear  and  Catharine  M. 
(Egbert)  Vroom.  Both  the  V rooms  and  the  Egberts 
are  also  pioneer  families,  the  former  having  come 
from  New  Jersey  near  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century  and  the  latter  having  resided  on  the  Island 
about  two  hundred  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ostrander 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1. 
David,  now  deceased.  2.  Catharine,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  3.  William,  living  in  New  Jersey.  4.  Albert, 
deceased.  5.  Nathaniel  J.,  is  married  and  resides  in 
Chicago,  Illinois.  6.  Gertrude,  who  follows  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  teaching,  in  the  public  schools  of  West 
New  Brighton.  7.  Grace,  living  at  home.  8.  Fred¬ 
erick,  who  married  Ella  Galle,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Richard  and  Donald.  9.  Anna,  residing  at 
home.  10.  Maria  Louise,  also  residing  at  the  family 
residence  located  at  No.  122  Fairview  Avenue. 

Nathaniel  J.  Ostrander,  Sr.,  died  on  February  9, 
1917,  his  passing  causing  profound  sorrow  in  the 
community  where  he  resided  and  throughout  Staten 
Island  at  large.  Interment  took  place  in  Moravian 
Cemetery. 


JOSEPH  W.  WOOLVERTON— One  of  the 

many  splendid  estates  on  our  Island  which  has  helped 
to  make  this  community  a  pleasant  residential  dis¬ 
trict  in  past  years  and  one  noted  for  its  beauty  of 
landscape,  freedom  of  space  and  well-built  homes,  is 
the  property  formerly  known  as  the  Bonner  estate 
located  near  Livingston  in  Bard  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton.  For  a  decade  Mrs.  Emma  C.  Woolverton, 
the  widow  of  Joseph  W.  Woolverton,  has  resided  in 
the  Bonner  home  and  there  too  a  number  of  our 
well-known  citizens  and  families  have  been  guests. 
The  estate,  surrounded  as  it  is  with  pleasant  land¬ 
scape  and  consisting  of  ample  lawns,  well  shaded,  is 
now  known  as  Livingston  Manor.  Here  indeed,  the 
traditions  and  restfulness  of  this  homestead  are  en¬ 
joyed  and  the  spirit  attendant  with  American  family 
life  is  also  maintained. 

Joseph  W.  Woolverton’s  place  of  birth  was  Tren- 
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ton,  New  Jersey,  where  he  received  a  fine  academic 
education.  His  father  was  Charles  Woolverton,  a 
prominent  resident  of  that  city.  Representatives  of 
the  Woolverton  family  were  professional  men  for  the 
most  part  and  one  of  their  number,  Dr.  John  Wool¬ 
verton,  was  once  mayor  and  city  physician  of  Tren¬ 
ton. 

Joseph  W.  Woolverton  married  Emma  C.  Bowlby 
of  Stockton,  New  Jersey.  The  family  of  Mrs.  Wool¬ 
verton,  like  that  of  her  husband,  has  been  known  in 
that  State  ever  since  early  times.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woolverton  were  born  five  children:  Robert  M., 
Mary  F.,  Edith  W.,  and  Charles  B.  and  George  W., 
twins.  Mr.  Woolverton,  their  father,  died  in  1906. 

Mrs.  Woolverton,  in  addition  to  conducting  Liv¬ 
ingston  Manor,  is  interested  in  civic  and  charitable 
enterprises  of  a  worthy  nature  on  Staten  Island  and 
is  active  socially.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Woman’s  Club  and  other  organizations.  Liv¬ 
ingston  Manor  is  located  at  No.  102  Bard  Avenue, 
just  off  Richmond  Terrace,  formerly  the  old  Shore 
Road,  a  section  where  many  of  our  finest  homes  were 
located  years  ago,  and  where  many  of  our  most 
prominent  families  have  lived,  a  number  of  whom  are 
still  to  be  found  in  the  district. 


EDWARD  L.  McNICOL — For  more  than  forty 
years  the  McNicol  family,  of  which  Edward  L.  Mc- 
Nicol  is  a  representative,  has  resided  on  Staten  Island, 
his  father,  James  E.  McNicol  having  been  the  first 
to  come  here. 

The  McNicol  family  is  of  Scotch  extraction  and 
was  resident  for  long  years  in  Argyllshire,  Scotland. 
It  was  there  that  John  McNicol,  the  grandfather 
of  Edward  L.  McNicol,  was  born  about  1806  and 
received  his  education.  In  the  year  1832  he  came  to 
America  and  located  in  New  York  where  he  engaged 
in  business,  being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New 
York  Cab  Company.  He  continued  with  this  organ¬ 
ization  until  the  elevated  railroad  was  established, 
when  he  retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  nearly 
fifteen  years  before  his  death  in  1890. 

John  McNicol’s  marriage  had  taken  place  in  1847 
with  Mary  Mahoney,  of  an  old  Irish  family.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Mary,  who 
married  William  McCoy.  2.  James  E.,  father  of 
Edward  L.,  of  this  record.  3.  Julia,  who  married 
Eugene  Ferris.  4.  John,  who  married  Carrie  Morgan. 
5.  Robert  L.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Devin.  6.  Mar¬ 
garet,  who  married  Arthur  Woodfield. 

James  E.  (J.  Ed)  McNicol,  second  of  the  family, 
was  born  December  21,  1851  in  New  York,  received 
his  early  education  in  St.  Francis  Xavier  School  and 
subsequently  was  graduated  from  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity  as  a  veterinary  surgeon.  After  residing  in  Man¬ 
hattan  for  about  ten  years  he  removed  to  Staten  Island 
in  1886  to  settle  in  Port  Richmond,  although  con¬ 
tinuing  his  New  York  practice  until  1890.  He  later 
transferred  his  headquarters  to  West  New  Brighton, 
where,  according  to  the  Directory  of  1893,  he  resided 
at  Castleton  Avenue,  corner  of  Taylor  Street.  A 
directory  compiled  four  years  later  lists  him  at  21 
Castleton  Avenue,  being  the  only  one  bearing  the 
name  of  McNicol  to  be  found  in  the  book.  A  suc¬ 
cessful  practitioner,  he  was  also  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Athletic  Club  and  of  the  famous  7th 
Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard,  where  he 
held  the  rank  of  sergeant.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  served  as  vice-president  of  the  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  alumni. 

He  married  on  October  18,  1882,  Isabella  R.  Don¬ 
nelly,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Mansfield)  Don¬ 


nelly.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this  union:  I. 
Edward  L.,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made.  2. 
Mary  M.,  who  married  William  J.  Quinlan,  Jr. 
3.  Robert  A.,  who  married  Belle  Hillock,  and  died 
in  1918.  4.  William  J.,  who  married  Margaret  Me- 
Girr,  and  they  have  the  following  children,  William 
J.,  Jr.,  Marjorie,  Kenneth  Campbell,  and  Donald.  5. 
Isabella,  unmarried,  who  passed  away  in  1918.  6. 
and  7.  Agnes  and  Edith  J.,  both  unmarried,  whose 
deaths  also  occurred  in  1918.  James  E.  McNicol 
passed  away  August  11,  1927. 

Edward  L.  McNicol  was  born  August  23,  1883, 
in  New  York,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  in  Port  Richmond  High  School  (the  latter  insti¬ 
tution  being  referred  to  as  Curtis  High  School  Annex 
at  that  time).  He  then  entered  the  banking  business 
in  New  York,  and  has  been  engaged  in  this  profes¬ 
sion  ever  since  that  time.  Besides  being  a  member  of 
several  banking  societies  he  is  identified  with  the 
New  York  Athletic  Club,  and  the  Crescent  Athletic 
Club,  of  Brooklyn.  He  served  three  years  in  the  9th 
Coast  Artillery  Corps,  entering  as  a  private,  and  later 
being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 

Mr.  McNicol  married  on  June  25,  1910,  Mabel  A. 
Hillyer,  daughter  of  Horace  and  Susan  (Van  der 
Osten)  Hillyer,  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family.  They 
have  three  children:  Edward  H.,  born  May  18,  1911; 
Helen  M.,  born  June  1,  1914;  and  Elizabeth  A.,  born 
June  26,  1921. 


DAVID  GRIMES — Three  decades  ago  little  was 
known  to  the  public  at  large  concerning  the  science  of 
radio;  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  cannot  be  presumed  that, 
at  the  present  time,  any  more  than  a  few  preliminary 
steps  forward  have  been  made  into  this  vast  field  of 
mysterious  elements.  Knowledge  of  the  subject,  lim¬ 
ited  though  it  is,  has  been  rapid,  when  one  considers 
the  centuries  that  had  elapsed  until  Hertz,  in  1887,  dis¬ 
covered  sound  transmission  by  etheral  forces.  Follow¬ 
ing  this  announcement  came  other  scientific  pioneers 
like  Marconi  and  DeForest,  who  applied  the  principles 
of  Hertzian  theories  in  a  more  concrete  fashion  and 
ushered  into  the  world  evidence  of  great  usefulness  to 
mankind.  The  natural  consequence,  therefore,  was  to 
enliven  and  enrich  the  minds  of  millions  and  bring  to 
the  fore  leaders  in  this  field  of  endeavor. 

Here  on  Staten  Island  we  have  in  our  midst  one 
such  representative  in  the  person  of  David  Grimes, 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  Circuit  License  Division  of 
the  Radio  Corporation  of  America,  in  Manhattan.  For 
some  time  he  devoted  his  time  and  energy  in  research 
and  practical  demonstration  of  the  more  technical 
phases  of  radio  transmission  and  reception,  much  of 
his  former  experimental  work  being  done  in  a  well 
equipped  laboratory  on  Richmond  Road.  As  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Grasmere,  he  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  social 
and  civic  advancement  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Grimes  was  born  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
May  28,  1896,  son  of  Melvin  and  Minetta  B.  (Libbey) 
Grimes,  of  families  long  resident  in  Virginia  and 
Maine  respectively.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the  Minne¬ 
apolis  public  schools  and  was  later  graduated  from  the 
Minneapolis  West  High  School.  Choosing  electrical 
engineering  as  a  profession,  he  entered  the  University 
of  Minnesota,  with  the  class  of  19x9.  He  had  scarcely 
started  his  studies  when  the  United  States  entered  the 
World  War  and,  during  that  international  conflict,  he 
was  offered  a  commission  in  the  United  States  Cavalry. 
However,  not  being  the  branch  of  service  he  desired, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  United  States  Signal 
Corps,  College  Park,  Maryland,  and  shortly  after,  at 
his  own  request,  was  transferred  to  the  Air  Service. 
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Subsequently,  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant  and 
appointed  as  officer  in  charge  of  radio  at  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  where  he  remained  for  several  months.  In  July, 
1918,  he  was  assigned  to  Research  Investigation  of 
Radio  Navigation  on  bombing  planes  and  was  sent 
overseas,  where  he  served  jointly  with  the  American 
and  British  forces.  It  was  while  on  the  other  side  that 
Mr.  Grimes  conceived  the  idea  which  was  to  culminate 
in  his  invention  of  the  Inverse  System  of  Radio  Re¬ 
ception.  When  the  problem  of  Radio  Navigation  con¬ 
fronted  the  militant  leaders  of  the  Allied  Forces,  the 
ability  of  Mr.  Grimes  was  readily  recognized  and  he 
was  chosen  as  one  of  five  officers,  from  the  various  fly¬ 
ing  fields,  to  successfully  work  out  this  problem. 

In  1919  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  and  returned 
to  the  United  States,  and  once  again  took  up  his 
studies  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  graduating  the 
same  year,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Electrical  Engineering.  Following  the  completion  of 
his  studies  he  came  to  New  York  and  associated  him¬ 
self  with  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company  as  research  engineer.  In  1922,  when  the 
world  was  being  swayed  by  the  mystifying  extraction 
of  sound  from  the  ether,  Mr.  Grimes  again  turned  his 
attention  to  radio  reception  and  accordingly  established 
the  Grimes  Radio  Engineering  Company,  Inc.,  of 
which  he  was  made  vice-president.  The  research  lab¬ 
oratory  was  built  and  was  located  at  Grasmere,  Staten 
Island.  This  business  afforded  him  the  facilities  with 
which  to  develop  the  receiving  set  he  visualized  while 
overseas,  and  consequently,  after  many  experiments,  he 
invented  the  Inverse  System  of  radio  reception.  His 
efforts  were  not  in  vain,  for,  when  his  invention  was 
completed,  it  won  immediate  recognition  for  its  su¬ 
perior  tone  quality  and  was  soon  internationally  ac¬ 
claimed  as  the  most  efficient  and  economic  receiving 
set  in  the  world.  The  demand  for  this  product  in¬ 
creased  greatly  and  it  was  finally  necessary  to  enlarge 
the  production  plants,  hence  two  additional  factories 
were  built,  one  being  located  at  Kitchener,  Ontario, 
and  the  other  at  Elmira,  Ontario.  His  patents  are 
used  in  four  countries. 

During  the  years  at  college,  Mr.  Grimes  was  en¬ 
gineering  representative  on  the  Board  of  Governors  of 
the  Minnesota  Unions  a  member  of  the  Grey  Friars 
and  president  of  the  senior  class.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Tau  Beta  Pi  and  the  Alpha  Kappa  Sigma,  honor¬ 
ary  scholastic  engineering  fraternities,  and  of  the 
Theta  Xi  Fraternity.  Allied  with  his  activities  in 
radio  engineering  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Grimes  Radio  Engineering  Company, 
Inc.,  chief  engineer  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Sleeper  Radio  Corporation  of  Long 
Island  City,  consulting  radio  engineer  of  the  Bristol 
Company  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  and  radio  officer 
of  the  New  York  National  Guard  Air  Corps.  At  Mil¬ 
ler  Field,  Staten  Island,  he  is  frequently  associated 
in  various  experiments.  He  is  also  associate  editor  of 
Radio  in  the  “Home  Magazine.”  His  fraternal  and 
club  affiliations  are  with  the  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No. 
701,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Richmond  County  Country 
Club,  the  Advertising  Club  of  New  York  City,  and  the 
New  York  Press  Club. 

On  June  24,  1919,  Mr.  Grimes  married,  at  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Cecyl  D.  Hoag,  daughter  of  David  F.  and  Ann 
(Arnold)  Hoag,  of  Seattle,  Washington.  Her  father, 
now  retired,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  was  engaged 
in  the  grain  elevator  business  and  Mrs.  Hoag  was  of 
an  old  Indiana  family. 


COLONEL  ARTHUR  POILLON,  U.  S.  A.— 

In  the  distinguished  officer  of  the  United  States  Army 
whose  name  is  mentioned  in  the  title  of  this  narrative, 
we  find  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  Huguenot 
families  which  settled  on  Staten  Island  at  the  close  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  In  tracing  his  career  and 
the  honors  which  have  been  conferred  upon  him  in 
many  foreign  countries  as  well  as  his  own,  we  cannot 
but  be  proud  of  the  admirable  manner  in  which  this 
worthy  scion  of  Staten  Island  stock  has  maintained  its 
reputation.  Especially  do  we  rejoice  in  that  his  loy¬ 
alty  to  his  ancestral  home  has  prompted  the  re¬ 
searches  which  have  made  the  following  history  of  the 
Poillon  family  more  than  usually  complete  by  the 
use  of  the  date  accumulated  in  the  leisure  hours  of  a 
busy  life.  The  Poillons  (or  Pouillons)  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  French  Protestants  who  were  driven  into  exile  in 
Flanders  and  England  by  religious  persecution.  Peter 
Pavyllion,  born  in  Flanders  July  1,  1544,  was  deni- 
zated  in  England.  The  records  of  L’Eglise  Valone  of 
Canterbury  show  many  Poillons  residing  in  England 
from  1593  to  1701;  but  other  Poillons  remained  in 
Calais  and  in  Flanders,  as  is  shown  by  English  Nat¬ 
uralization  records  and  others  of  the  times.  The 
earliest  American  record  we  have  is  as  follows:  that 
of  the  betrothal  on  October  24,  1677,  of  (Jacques 
Poillon)  Isaak  Poulion,  “young  man  from  the  land  of 
Zale  in  Walsh-Vlander,”  and  Adriana  Crosseron  from 
the  same  place,  indicated  Flanders  as  the  country 
from  which  the  branch  of  the  family  in  which  we  are 
interested  emigrated.  This  family  possesses  one  of  the 
old  “Huguenot  Bibles”  printed  in  French  and  dated 
1621 — also  many  of  the  old  deeds  on  parchment.  Baird 
suggests  the  possibility  of  the  date  of  emigration  being 
as  early  as  1662;  and  Saint  Omer  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  Lille  has  been  suggested  as  the  town  from 
which  the  family  came,  all  thereby  pointing  to  the 
same  conclusion. 

Jaque  (as  he  signed  his  name)  Poillon  was  a  man  of 
substance  and  importance.  It  is  believed  that  he  was 
born  abroad  in  1646  (he  gave  his  age  as  sixty  in 
1706)  and  appears  to  have  lived  for  a  few  years  on 
Long  Island.  Perhaps  he  may  have  been  twice  mar¬ 
ried  as  otherwise  the  daughter,  Martha,  who  married 
Joseph  Arrowsmith  in  1702  is  unaccounted  for.  After 
his  marriage  in  1677  with  Adriana  Crocheron  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  land  grant  on  Staten  Island  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  Springville  and  other  grants  in  1696,  1702  and 
1713.  He  was  also  interested  in  lands  at  Woodbridge 
and  Piscataway,  New  Jersey,  as  owner  and  mort¬ 
gagee.  His  cattlemark  was  recorded  in  1693.  In 
1689  he  supported,  as  did  other  French  Protestants, 
the  Leister  rebellion,  and  was  appointed  a  justice  of 
the  peace  and  Captain  of  Militia.  In  the  downfall  of 
Leister  he  was  not  seriously  involved  for  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  hold  those  offices.  He  appears  as  appraiser 
or  executor  in  1699  and  1701;  and  in  many  real  estate 
transactions  in  1702-05-08-09-12,  etc.  He  was  com¬ 
missioner  of  roads,  1705  to  1709,  and  as  such  laid  out 
some  of  the  present  roads  of  Staten  Island.  He  died 
in  1720,  seventy-four  years  of  age.  His  children, 
named  in  his  will,  were  Marie,  born  in  1678,  wife  of 
Valentine  Du  Chesne;  Jean,  born  in  1679,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Lake;  Jacques,  born  in  1681,  of  whom 
a  sketch  follows;  Catherine,  born  in  1684,  wife  of 
Samuel  Osborne. 

Jacques  Poillon,  son  of  the  Jacques  (I),  married 
(first)  Frangoise  Billiou,  by  whom  he  had  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Marie,  who  married  Danise  Stillwell,  and  Cath¬ 
erine,  who  married  David  de  La  Tourette;  he  married 
(second)  Judith  Bodine,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons 
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and  three  daughters,  who  intermarried  with  the  Per- 
rines  and  the  Mersereaus.  The  sons  took  their  wives 
from  the  same  families,  or  those  of  Leconte  and 
Ryers.  During  his  comparatively  short  life  (he  died 
in  1733,  aged  fifty- two)  the  second  Jacques  accumu¬ 
lated  property  and  reputation.  His  will,  an  example 
of  early  piety  and  composition,  bequeathed  four  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  to  his  daughters  and  lands  in  New  York 
as  well  as  in  Staten  Island  to  his  sons.  He  held  local 
offices,  like  his  father,  and  like  him  was  also  captain 
of  militia.  Of  his  descendants,  we  follow  only  the 
line  leading  to  our  subject. 

Jean  (or  John)  Poillon,  third  son  of  Jacques,  and 
grandson  of  Jacques  (I),  was  born  August  12,  1723; 
married  Margaret  Perine,  by  whom  he  had  ten  chil¬ 
dren:  three  sons  and  seven  daughters.  He  lived  to 
be  seventy-nine,  dying  in  1802.  His  widow  attained 
eighty-three  years,  dying  in  1811.  The  daughters  mar¬ 
ried  into  the  families  of  Rezeau,  Disosway,  Ryers, 
Cole,  Cairns,  Breckett,  Drake,  Lake,  Beatty  and 
Journeay,  four  of  them  marrying  twice.  John  Poillon 
lived  through  the  troublesome  times  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  being  a  collector  of  taxes,  a  supervisor, 
1766-68  and  a  man  of  prominence,  became  a  member 
of  the  local  committee  of  safety.  He  was  one  of  the 
pillars  of  old  St.  Andrew’s,  serving  this  church  as 
vestryman  or  warden  for  over  thirty  years,  and  was 
one  of  the  leading  subscribers  to  the  salary  of  Rev. 
John  H.  Rowland,  when  the  latter’s  support  from 
England  ceased  after  the  Revolution. 

John  Poillon,  Jr.,  was  born  June  6,  1753,  the  oldest 
son  of  John  Poillon.  Five  sisters,  May,  Judith,  Ann, 
Margaret  and  Catherine  preceded  him;  two  sisters, 
Elizabeth  and  Sarah  and  two  brothers,  James  and 
Peter,  followed  him.  He  followed  in  his  father’s  foot¬ 
steps,  farming  lands  on  Staten  Island,  serving 
the  Church  of  St.  Andrew  for  twenty-two  years 
(1818-40)  as  vestryman,  and  reached  the  age  of 
eighty-seven.  He  married  Jane  Corsen,  who  lived  to 
be  seventy-nine  and  the  mother  of  six  sons:  John, 
Cornelius,  Peter,  James,  Richard,  Daniel,  and  three 
daughters:  Catherine,  married  to  Jeffry  Wood,  Elli- 
nor,  who  died  unmarried,  and  Margaret,  married  to 
James  Garretson.  Troubles  came  to  John  Poillon’s 
brother.  James  was  killed  by  British  soldiers  during 
the  Revolution  and  it  became  increasingly  difficult  to 
maintain  large  families  from  the  produce  of  farm¬ 
ing.  Many  members  of  the  family  therefore  went  else¬ 
where  and  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits. 

The  heads  of  families  in  1790  shows  as  such  on 
Staten  Island:  John  Poillon,  Sr.,  John,  Jr.,  and  also 
John,  Peter  and  Abraham  Poillon,  sons  of  Peter  who 
was  a  first  cousin  to  John,  Sr.  Apparently  many 
Poillons  had  already  left  Staten  Island  to  seek  their 
fortunes  elsewhere. 

Richard  Poillon,  one  of  the  younger  sons  of  John 
Poillon,  Jr.,  was  one  who  left  this  Island.  Born 
March  30,  1786,  and  married  to  Anna  Valentine  he 
made  his  home  at  No.  183  Cherry  Street,  New  York, 
where  he  died  April  28,  1854,  in  his  sixty-fourth  year. 
His  children  were  Sarah,  Ann,  John,  Emeline,  Elizah, 
Cornelius  Corsen,  of  whom  further,  and  Richard. 

Cornelius  Corsen  Poillon,  born  February  7,  1815, 
married,  June  8,  1843,  Julia  Merrianne  Corbet.  He 
became  the  founder  of  a  famous  firm  of  shipbuilders 
who  built  the  yachts  “Sappho,”  “Peerless,”  “Clio,” 
“Dreadnaught,”  “Norma,”  “Nerseman,”  “Intrepid” 
and  others,  and  over  one  hundred  other  vessels,  in¬ 
cluding  propellors,  steamboats,  war  vessels  and  pilot 
boats.  The  firm  was  known  as  C.  and  R.  Poillon, 
and  its  founder  was  known  for  his  benevolence  and 


business  integrity.  His  home  was  at  No.  7  East 
Thirty-second  Street;  his  place  of  business  at  No.  224 
South  Street,  Manhattan.  He  died  July  11,  1881,  in 
his  sixty-seventh  year  and  is  buried  in  Greenwood 
Cemetery.  He  had  four  sons  and  five  daughters. 

John  E.  Poillon,  his  third  son,  born  October  27, 
1848,  was  a  manufacturer  of  varnishes  and  japans 
until  his  retirement  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  The 
last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  quietly  at 
Stamford,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  7th 
Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard,  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  the  Army  and  Navy 
Club,  a  life  member  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society.  He  married,  December  15,  1875,  Hester 
Berrian  Thorne,  and  they  had  the  happiness  of  cele¬ 
brating  a  Golden  Wedding  in  1925.  Mrs.  Poillon  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Wood  and  Thebe  Maria 
Thorne,  the  original  ancestor  of  this  family  was  Wil¬ 
liam  Thorne  who  settled  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  in 
1645.  Three  children  were  born  to  John  E.  and 
Hester  Berrian  (Thorne)  Poillon  as  follow:  Arthur 
and  Thorne  (twins),  the  latter  having  died  in  his 
fifth  year,  and  Gladys  Baird,  who  is  Mrs.  Francis 
Guerrlich  of  Stamford,  Connecticut. 

Colonel  Arthur  Poillon,  eight  generations  in  de¬ 
scent  from  Jacques  Poillon,  was  born  in  New  York 
City  on  December  10,  1876.  His  boyhood  was  passed 
in  that  city  where  he  obtained  his  education  at  Bar¬ 
nard  Military  School  and  at  Public  School  No.  89. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  with  his  education  com¬ 
pleted,  he  was  engaged  in  the  woolen  trade  with  a 
commission  firm  at  No.  67  Worth  Street,  New  York. 
He  early  became  a  member  of  the  7th  Regiment, 
National  Guard,  State  of  New  York.  The  outbreak 
of  the  Spanish-American  War  determined  his  future 
career.  He  entered  his  country’s  service  on  July  22, 
1898,  as  second  lieutenant,  201  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  on  November  13th  of  that  year  became 
first  lieutenant  of  that  infantry.  On  August  17,  1899, 
he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  and  later  became  a 
first  lieutenant  in  the  42d  United  States  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry  and  was  sent  to  the  Philippine  Islands.  There 
his  promotion,  due  to  his  ability,  was  rapid.  He  served 
in  the  engagements  at  Cainta,  Montalbon  (where  he 
was  mentioned  for  bravery),  San  Mateo,  Angona, 
Taraca  Oato  and  Badajos  and  received  a  citation 
star  for  bravery  on  December  13,  1903,  in  Mindanao, 
Philippine  Islands.  The  following  letters,  dated  in 
1903  and  1924,  respectively,  give  evidence  of  this: 

Camp  Overton,  Mindanao,  P.  I. 

December  15,  1903. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Camp  Overton,  Mindanao,  P.  I. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  thank  you  for  the  serv¬ 
ices  of  the  detachment  of  your  regiment  which 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Poillon  has  made 
an  expedition  with  me  against  certain  outlaw 
Moros  near  this  place  and  I  desire  to  commend  the 
good  will,  zeal  and  intelligence  with  which  their 
duty  was  done.  The  enclosed  report  shows  how 
well  they  did.  I  commend  especially  the  conduct  of 
Lieutenant  Poillon,  14th  Cavalry,  Sergeant  Wax, 
28th  Infantry,  and  Private  J.  A.  Fuller,  Troop  F, 
14th  Cavalry  who,  as  advance  guard,  so  completely 
surprised  an  armed  body  of  the  enemy  as  to  enable 
the  capture  of  the  whole  band  with  their  arms. 

Very  respectfully 

(Signed)  R.  L.  BULLARD, 

Major  28th  Infantry. 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Arthur  Poillon,  14th  Cavalry. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Lebo. 

(Signed)  MARTIN  C.  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Adjutant,  14th  Cavalry. 

Adjutant. 
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December  17,  1924. 

Subject:  Recommending-  citation  for  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Arthur  Poillon. 

To:  The  Adjutant  General, 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

1.  Under  provisions  of  par.  10,  Sec.  11,  A.  R.  600- 
645,  I  recommend  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Arthur 
Poillon  be  given  a  citation  for  gallantry  in  action 
against  hostile  Moros  near  Misamis,  Mindanao, 
Philippine  Islands,  December  13,  1903. 

2.  The  above  recommendation  is  based  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  facts:  On  December  12,  1903,  as  Governor  of 
the  Lanao  District,  Moros  Province  of  Mindanao,  I 
organized  an  expedition  against  a  group  of  outlaw 
Moros  on  the  east  side  of  Misamis  Bay  some  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  in  the  interior. 

I  started  from  Camp  Overton  with  First  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Arthur  Poillon,  14th  Cavalry,  and  some  thirty 
inexperienced  cavalry  soldiers.  We  went  by  steam 
launch  to  Misamis,  on  the  west  side  of  Misamis 
Bay;  from  there  we  rowed  to  the  east  side  of  Mis¬ 
amis  Bay,  some  five  to  ten  miles,  and  marched 
through  a  dense  forest  in  extreme  heat  over  very 
narrow  and  difficult  trails  in  the  direction  of  where 
we  thought  these  hostile  Moros  were  located. 

We  knew  nothing  of  their  location  except  in  a 
general  way  and  we  knew  nothing  of  the  trails.  I 
put  Lieutenant  Poillon,  Sergeant  Wax,  28th  In¬ 
fantry,  and  Private  Fuller,  Troop  “F,”  14th  Cav¬ 
alry,  the  only  three  experienced  soldiers  in  the 
group,  as  an  advance  guard  of  the  little  expedition. 
The  marching  was  extremely  difficult,  as  about  half 
of  the  soldiers,  inexperienced  and  unused  to  march¬ 
ing,  played  out,  and  we  had  with  our  own  hands,  at 
times,  to  pull  them  up  the  difficult  trail. 

Lieutenant  Poillon,  with  his  two  men,  preceded 
my  point  by  about  three-quarters  to  a  mile.  After 
about  four  hours’  march  Lieutenant  Poillon,  from 
the  top  of  a  hill,  saw  a  band  of  about  20  armed 
Moros  moving  towards  them  along  the  trail.  He 
concealed  one  of  his  men  on  the  flank  and  the  other 
as  though  he  would  be  holding  the  trail  in  front  of 
the  Moros,  while  he  himself  advanced  towards  the 
Moros  and  concealed  himself  on  the  side  of  the  trail. 
He  arranged  that  at  a  given  signal  all  three  would 
show  themselves  and  signal  to  their  rear  and  flanks 
as  if  they  had  other  men  near  them. 

Lieutenant  Poillon  let  the  Moros  advance  until 
they  had  passed  him  and  then  gave  the  signal.  The 
Moros  were  completely  surprised,  and  Lieutenant 
Poillon  and  his  two  men  disarmed  and  captured 
seventeen  Moros,  taking  3  small  cannon,  6  rifles 
with  ammunition  and  a  quantity  of  Moro  knives. 

3.  This  was  a  daring  feat  and,  in  my  opinion 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Poillon  deserves  a  citation  for 
gallantry  in  action. 

4.  Inclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  Camp  Overton,  Mindanao, 
commending  the  work  of  Lieutenant  Poillon  on  this 
occasion. 

(Signed)  R.  L.  BULLARD, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding. 

A  true  copy. 

EDWIN  M.  SUMNER, 

Captain,  1st  Cavalry,  Adjutant. 

On  February  2,  1901,  he  became  second  lieutenant, 
3d  United  States  Cavalry  and  on  April  3,  1902,  first 
lieutenant,  14th  United  States  Cavalry.  For  several 
years  he  remained  in  the  Philippines,  attached  to  the 
staff  of  the  commanding  general  of  Southern  and 
Northern  Luzon,  and  was  employed  during  part  of 
that  time  as  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Iligan  Lake 
Lanao  Road,  Mindanao.  He  was  secretary  to  the 
civil  government  of  Moro  Province  from  November, 
1905,  to  April,  1906.  On  April  15,  1906,  he  became 
aide-de-camp  on  the  personal  staff  of  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Tasker  H.  Bliss,  United  States  Army,  command¬ 
ing  the  Department  of  Mindanao,  and  civil  governor 
of  Moro  Province. 

Returning  to  the  United  States  Colonel  Poillon  was 
graduated  from  the  Mounted  Service  School  of  the 
United  States  Army  in  1910,  and  became  aide-de- 
camp  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Department 
of  California,  whom  he  served  from  August  10,  1910, 
to  July  30,  1911.  On  September  11,  1911,  he  was 
promoted  to  captain  of  the  1st  United  States  Cavalry, 


at  which  time  he  was  aide-de-camp  to  the  command¬ 
ing  general  of  the  Department  of  the  East. 

With  this  preliminary  training  Colonel  Poillon  be¬ 
gan  a  career  in  the  World  War  which  won  for  him 
honors  and  decorations  from  many  foreign  countries 
as  well  as  his  own.  He  served  from  July  17,  1918,  to 
April,  1919,  on  the  staff  of  Marshal  Foch,  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  offensive,  became  an 
officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  was  decorated 
by  Marshal  Foch,  personally.  He  was  the  first  officer 
of  our  army  to  establish  espionage  into  Germany 
while  military  attache,  1915-16-17,  at  The  Hague, 
Holland.  For  his  work  in  this  direction  he  was 
awarded  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal.  During 
this  period  he  also  succeeded  in  his  intercession  for 
the  32,000  Belgian  soldiers,  who  were  interned  in 
Holland  by  reason  of  their  having  crossed  the  line 
when  the  Germans  captured  Antwerp.  These  men, 
after  two  years  confinement,  were  put  at  work  at 
their  different  trades,  thus  relieving  the  congestion  at 
the  internment  camps.  For  this  unselfish  labor  King 
Albert  of  Belgium  made  Colonel  Poillon  an  officer 
of  the  Order  of  Leopold.  He  received  also  the  decora¬ 
tion  of  the  Crown  of  Italy  for  his  detection  of  the 
unreliability  of  an  Italian  intelligence  agent.  Colonel 
Poillon  became  attached  to  the  Peace  Commission  in 
Paris  and  was  entrusted  with  the  important  work  in 
Greece,  first  as  military  attache,  later  as  United 
States  representative  on  the  Interallied  Military  Com¬ 
mission.  In  July,  1919,  he  was  with  the  Greek  army 
in  the  field  operations  in  the  Meander  Valley,  Asia 
Minor,  against  the  Turks,  as  an  observer.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  Greek  Croix  de  Guerre  with  Palms,  and 
on  December  10,  1919,  the  Order  of  Redeemer  of 
Greece.  On  January  1,  1920,  he  became  military  at¬ 
tache  at  Bucharest  and  was  in  the  field  with  Rou¬ 
manian  troops  operating  along  the  Thies.  For  these 
services  he  was  subsequently  decorated  by  the  King 
of  Roumania  as  Commander  of  the  Star  of  Roumania 
and  Grand  Officer  of  the  Crown.  The  decoration  of 
the  Solaridad  of  Panama  and  campaign  ribbons  for 
his  services  in  the  Spanish-American  War  and  Phil¬ 
ippine  Insurrection  have  been  conferred  upon  him  by 
our  own  government.  He  became  a  lieutenant-colonel 
on  July  1,  1920,  and  a  full  colonel  of  cavalry,  United 
States  Army,  September  11,  1929. 

Colonel  Poillon  was  in  command  of  the  1st  United 
States  Cavalry  in  1923  and  1925,  followed  by  duty  as 
senior  instructor  of  cavalry  for  the  National  Guard, 
State  of  New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union 
League  Club,  the  Union  Club,  and  the  St.  Nicholas 
Club  of  New  York;  also  the  Bohemian,  Pacific 
Union  and  Union  League  clubs  of  San  Francisco. 
Through  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  by  virtue  of  twenty  lines  of  descent.  Other 
associations  are  with  the  Huguenot  Society  and  the 
Holland  Society  of  New  York.  His  interest  in  Staten 
Island  has  prompted  him  to  become  also  a  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Colonel  Poillon  married,  on  May  19,  1921,  in  Paris, 
France,  Lena  Riley  Curtis,  who  was  born  September 
16,  1885,  the  daughter  of  William  John  and  Angeline 
Sturtevent  (Riley)  Curtis.  He  has  two  sons:  Curtis, 
born  May  17,  1922,  and  Arthur  Jacques,  born  August 
27,  1925. 


WILLIAM  THOMAS  HOLT— In  appraising  the 
value  of  one  of  our  citizens,  well-deserved  tribute 
should  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  late  William 
Thomas  Holt,  whose  career  was  characterized  by  a 
spirit  of  sincerity  and  duty  to  his  profession,  to  his 
fellowmen  and  to  his  family.  He  for  many  years  was 
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public  administrator  of  Richmond  County,  an  out¬ 
standing  member  of  the  bar  and  generally  active  in 
affairs  both  civic  and  social  in  nature.  Mr.  Holt,  who 
came  to  reside  on  Staten  Island  more  than  forty  years 
ago,  was  a  descendant  of  an  old  Ulster  County  family 
which  has  been  widely  known  for  generations  in  this 
State. 

William  Thomas  Holt’s  birth  occurred  on  December 
17,  1851,  in  Esopus,  Ulster  County,  and  as  a  lad  he 
attended  the  Wallkill  School.  He  then  entered  the  Al¬ 
bany  Law  School  attached  to  Union  University,  to 
pursue  his  legal  studies  and  was  graduated  with  hon¬ 
ors  from  this  seat  of  learning  in  1876,  thereby  obtain¬ 
ing  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  then  began 
further  study  of  the  law  under  Judge  A.  T.  Clear¬ 
water  and  Senator  Charles  A.  Fowler  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York 
State  in  May,  1876.  Early  in  his  career  he  took  up  the 
examination  of  titles  in  the  county  clerk’s  office  at 
Kingston,  New  York,  and  in  time  became  a  specialist 
in  real  estate  law.  On  August  11,  1887,  during  the 
presidency  of  Grover  Cleveland,  Mr.  Holt  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for 
Ulster  County.  Another  side  of  his  life  was  his  in¬ 
terest  in  military  affairs  and  as  a  member  of  Company 
B,  New  York  National  Guard,  he  saw  service  during 
strikes  which  occurred  at  the  mills  near  Kingston. 

In  the  year  1888  Mr.  Holt  took  up  his  residence  on 
Staten  Island.  Here  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Van  Hoevenberg  and  Holt,  with  offices  in  Bay 
Street,  near  the  St.  George  terminal,  and  at  189  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York.  It  was  while  thus  identified  that  he 
on  February  23,  1892,  was  admitted  to  practice  before 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  (Southern 
New  York)  as  attorney,  proctor,  solicitor  and  advo¬ 
cate.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Van  Hoevenberg  in  1896, 
the  firm  became  known  as  Holt  and  Gaillard,  but  this 
copartnership,  because  of  an  increased  clientele,  w'as 
later  augmented,  in  1920,  as  Baldwin,  Holt,  Gaillard 
and  Fisher.  The  headquarters  of  the  latter  firm  were 
located  at  31  Nassau  Street,  New  York.  The  accom¬ 
plishments  of  this  new  partnership  were  enviable  ones 
in  Metropolitan  legal  circles,  several  leading  members 
of  the  Judiciary  having  spent  their  earlier  days  in  its 
service.  Mr.  Holt’s  own  association  with  this  firm 
continued  until  his  death,  December  25,  1926. 

For  many  years  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  outstanding  lawyers,  his  speciality  being  real 
estate  law.  He  was  appointed,  on  May  11,  1899,  pub¬ 
lic  administrator  of  Richmond  County  and  remained 
in  this  office  to  the  end  of  his  career,  having  filled  one 
term  of  twenty-five  years  and  having  spent  two  years 
of  another  appointive  term.  He  was  counsel  for  the 
Edgewater  Building  and  Loan  Association  more  than 
thirty  years,  attorney  for  the  North  Shore  Building, 
Loan  and  Savings  Association  for  more  than  eighteen 
years  and  counsel  for  the  Tottenville  Building  Loan 
Association  for  some  time.  The  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  members  of  the  North  Shore  organiza¬ 
tion  is  evidenced  in  a  worthy  tribute  paid  him  upon  his 
resignation  from  this  service.  It  relates  that  his  ability 
and  integrity,  his  legal  skill  and  knowledge,  kept  him 
in  this  office  of  responsibility  as  long  as  he  cared  to 
remain. 

In  a  memorial  published  by  the  New  York  County 
Lawyers’  Association,  1926-27,  Mr.  William  D.  Gail¬ 
lard,  Mr.  Holt’s  partner,  wrote  in  part :  “Able  and 
conscientious,  indefatigable  in  his  attention  to  work, 
warm-hearted  and  of  a  cheerful  disposition,  associa¬ 
tion  with  him  was  a  great  pleasure  and  he  made  an 
ideal  partner.  He  was  a  typical  example  of  the  older 
school  of  lawyers,  rising  steadily  from  small  begin¬ 


nings  to  large  usefulness  and  general  esteem;  main¬ 
taining  the  dignity  of  his  professional  life  with  no 
tinge  of  commercialism;  friendly  in  his  contacts,  help¬ 
ful  to  the  younger  members  of  his  profession  and  a 
fine  example  of  rectitude,  diligence  and  mental 
acumen.” 

These  words  testify  not  only  to  Mr.  Holt’s  ability 
and  success  as  a  councilor  before  the  bar,  but  bear 
testimony  to  his  generous  and  kindly  nature  and  the 
respect  in  which  he  was  held  on  Staten  Island.  It  is 
also  worthy  of  note  that  he  accomplished  a  large 
amount  of  special  research  work  in  behalf  of  the  West 
Shore  Railroad  which  was  of  inestimable  value  and 
importance  to  this  subsidiary  of  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  Lines. 

Within  his  profession  he  was  a  member  of  the 
American,  New  York  State,  Ulster  County  and  Rich¬ 
mond  County  bar  associations.  In  his  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tion  he  was  a  member  of  Kingston  Lodge  (New 
York),  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  was  also  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Kingston  Club,  which  he  once  served  as 
secretary  and  treasurer.  On  Staten  Island  he  was  a 
member  and  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Club,  a 
member  of  the  Kill  von  Kull  Yacht  Club,  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Country  Club  and  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension. 

William  Thomas  Holt’s  marriage  took  place  June 
22,  1892,  at  Kingston,  with  Ina  M.  Brodhead,  daughter 
of  Charles  I.  and  Mary  E.  (Teas)  Brodhead  of  Ulster 
County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  a  daughter  was  born, 
as  mentioned  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  this  nar¬ 
rative. 

It  is  of  interest  from  a  genealogical  standpoint  to 
inscribe  in  this  work  the  ancestral  lines  of  both  the 
Holt  and  Brodhead  families  as  follows : 

The  Holt  family  is  of  distinguished  lineage,  native 
to  Tudor,  England,  where  Nicholas  Holt,  the  pro¬ 
genitor  in  America,  was  born  in  1602.  This  Nicholas 
was  a  relative  of  Sir  John  Holt,  who  won  eminence  as 
Chief  Justice  of  England  during  a  most  trying  period 
in  English  history.  It  is  related  of  Sir  John,  that  his 
appointment  to  that  office  followed  an  epoch  of  cor¬ 
ruption,  bribery  and  negligence  among  English  justices 
and  that  he  served  to  alleviate  the  situation  through 
his  strength  of  character,  sound  judgment  and  clear 
and  well  propounded  legal  decisions. 

Nicholas  Holt’s  wife  was  Elizabeth  Short,  and  in 
the  early  part  of  1635  they  sailed  with  their  daughter 
from  Romsey,  England,  to  America  on  the  good  ship 
“James.”  After  disembarking  at  the  port  in  Boston 
Bay  on  June  3,  1635,  they  made  their  home  in  New¬ 
berry,  Massachusetts,  thus  being  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  in  that  colony.  In  1644  the  family,  which  by 
that  time  had  increased  in  number,  journeyed  to  And¬ 
over,  where  Nicholas  Holt  became  prominent.  He  was 
one  of  the  men  selected  to  lay  out  highways  and  was 
known  to  have  strong  moral  influence  in  that  Puritan 
community.  His  religious  convictions  are  best  illus¬ 
trated  by  an  excerpt  taken  from  the  “Holt  Family 
History”  and  “The  Holt  Association  of  America” 
as  follows:  “That  Nicholas  Holt  was  a  religious  man 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  members  of  the  Andover  Church,  and  in  forsak¬ 
ing  his  native  home  in  England  to  encounter  the  priva¬ 
tions  and  difficulties  of  the  wilderness,  it  was  to  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  worshipping  God,  according  to  the 
conviction  of  his  own  mind  and  his  understanding  of 
His  Word.” 

His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  November  9,  1656,  and 
he  married,  second,  Hannah,  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Rolfe.  Some  years  after  this  second  marriage  she 
died  and  Nicholas  Holt  married  Mrs.  Martha  Preston. 
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His  children  by  his  first  wife  were :  Hannah,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Mary,  Samuel,  Henry,  Nicholas,  Jr.,  James, 
Priscilla,  Rebecca,  and  John  Holt. 

Henry  Holt,  the  next  in  line  of  descent  of  this 
branch  of  the  family,  was  born  at  Andover,  in  1644, 
and  married,  February  24,  1669,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
William  and  Grace  Ballard.  Henry  Holt  was  described 
in  chronicles  as  an  “upright,  honorable  man  and  re¬ 
sponsible  citizen,”  and  acted  as  moderator  in  town 
meetings.  His  children  were  Elizabeth,  Oliver,  Henry, 
James,  George,  Sarah,  Josiah,  Dinah,  Paul,  William, 
Zerviah,  Ketural,  Humphrey,  and  Benjamin. 

Paul  Holt,  ninth  child,  was  born  at  Andover,  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1684,  and  died  May  7,  1742.  He  was  on  the 
muster  roll  of  New  England  troops  at  Annapolis 
Royal  in  October,  1710-11,  but  on  February  22,  1726, 
he  removed  to  Hampton,  Connecticut.  He  married  a 
cousin,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  Holt 
and  among  their  children  were  Paul,  2d,  and  Abigail. 

Paul  (2)  Holt,  born  1720,  died  December  21,  1804, 
representing  the  fourth  generation,  was  taken  to  Con¬ 
necticut  by  his  parents  and  on  January  20,  1742,  mar¬ 
ried  Mehitable,  daughter  of  Philemon  Chandler.  Their 
children  were  Paul,  3d,  Philemon,  Ebenezer,  Stephen, 
James,  Thomas,  Josiah,  and  Mehitable. 

Paul  (3)  Holt,  bom  at  Hampton,  January  4,  1743, 
died  October  27,  1827,  served  his  country  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and 
other  engagements.  He  married  (first),  on  August 
20,  1767,  Sarah  Welch,  who  was  born  July  6,  1743, 
and  died  August  12,  1782.  His  second  wife  was  Phebe 
Welch  Cady  and  his  third,  Mrs.  Dina  Stowell.  His 
children  by  his  first  wife  were  Thomas,  Vine,  Colonel 
Ziba,  Mehitable,  Sarah,  Chandler,  Erastus,  Lydia, 
Rufus,  and  Abigail. 

Thomas  Holt,  eldest  son  of  Paul  (3)  Holt,  was 
born  at  Hampton,  September  3,  1768,  and  died  Sep¬ 
tember  13,  1831.  He  married  Ede  Martin,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Martin,  who  also  fought  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  under  the  rank  of  ensign.  To  this  union 
the  following  children  were  born:  Dr.  Thomas  M., 
Clark  Sabina,  Sarah,  Ede  Roxanna,  Alpheus  Day, 
Chandler,  Asahel,  Abigail,  and  William  Welch. 

Dr.  Thomas  M.  Holt,  grandfather  of  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  Thomas  Holt,  of  Staten  Island,  was  born  at 
Hampton,  July  8,  1792,  and  died  May  23,  1858.  He 
married  Rebecca  Van  Vliet  in  1817  and,  after  remov¬ 
ing  to  Esopus,  Ulster  County,  New  York,  became  a 
prominent  physician  in  that  town.  He  and  his  wife 
had  four  children,  Erasmus  D.,  Dr.  John  V.,  Sarah, 
and  Jane  Ann. 

Dr.  John  Van  Vliet  Holt,  born  in  Esopus,  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  as  a  medical  practitioner. 
His  wife  was  Mary  Dickerson,  the  daughter  of  Mar- 
tinus  Dickerson,  of  an  old  family  of  Ulster  County. 
Their  children  were  William  Thomas,  to  whom  this 
review  more  particularly  relates ;  Abner  Dickerson ; 
Isadora  and  Anna  M.,  all  well  known  in  Ulster 
County. 

The  Brodhead  family  from  which  Mrs.  William 
Thomas  Holt  is  a  descendant,  dates  back  in  America 
to  the  year  of  1664,  when  Captain  Daniel  Brodhead 
and  his  wife,  Ann  Tye,  came  to  America  from  York¬ 
shire,  England.  Being  a  captain  in  the  British  Army 
in  the  service  of  King  Charles  II,  he  was  identified 
with  the  expedition  launched  against  New  York  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Nichols.  After  the  capitula¬ 
tion  of  the  Dutch  in  New  York  in  1664,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  on  September  14  of  the  following  year,  com¬ 
mander  of  the  militia  of  Ulster  County.  His  death 
occurred  July  15,  1667,  in  Ulster  County,  and  besides 
his  wife  (who  later  married  Lieutenant  Nottingham) 


he  was  survived  by  three  sons :  Richard,  Daniel,  and 
Charles,  all  of  whom  settled  in  Marbletown,  New 
York. 

The  last-named  son,  Charles  Brodhead,  married,  in 
Marbletown,  on  November  14,  1693,  Maria  Ten 
Broeck,  born  in  1673,  died  July  9,  1717.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  on  March  12,  1724,  They  were  parents  of  three 
sons  and  a  daughter :  Charles,  Wessel,  Daniel  and 
Mary. 

Of  these  children,  Wessel  (called  Charles  Wessel) 
was  born  in  High  Falls,  New  York,  January  21,  1703. 
He  married,  on  January  25,  1734,  Catherine  Du  Bois, 
born  October  30,  1714.  She  was  of  old  Huguenot 
ancestry,  the  first  of  her  family  to  come  to  America 
having  been  Louis  Du  Bois,  born  at  Wicres,  near 
Lille,  in  the  province  of  Artois  (French  Flanders), 
October  27,  1626.  From  there  he  removed  to  Manheim 
on  the  Rhine,  the  capital  of  the  Palatinate,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Catharine  Blanshan,  daughter  of  Mathew  Blan- 
shan.  Louis  Du  Bois  and  his  wife  had  the  following 
children:  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Sarah,  David,  Sol¬ 
omon,  Louis,  and  Matthew.  The  first  two  were  born 
in  Manheim  and  were  brought  by  their  parents,  some¬ 
time  between  1658  and  1661,  to  America,  thence  to 
Ulster  County,  New  York.  Louis  Du  Bois  became 
first  elder  of  the  church  in  New  Paltz,  but  in  1686  re¬ 
moved  to  Kingston  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in 
1696. 

His  son,  Louis  Du  Bois,  Jr.,  born  in  1677,  married, 
in  1701,  Rachel  Hasbrouck,  also  of  an  early  Ulster 
County  family.  Their  children  were  Jonathan,  Na¬ 
thaniel,  Louis,  Maria,  Mary,  and  Catherine,  the  last- 
mentioned  becoming  the  wife  of  Wessel  Brodhead. 

Wessel  and  Catherine  (Du  Bois)  Brodhead  had 
two  sons  and  five  daughters :  Charles  W.,  Lewis,  Ra¬ 
chel,  Catherine,  Elizabeth,  and  Gertrude. 

Charles  W.  was  representative  of  the  fourth  gen¬ 
eration  of  the  family  in  Ulster  County.  Bom  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1742,  he  married,  on  October  7,  1766,  Sarah 
Hardenbergh,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1743.  A  short 
account  of  the  Hardenbergh  family  is  not  amiss,  as 
its  representatives  have  borne  frequent  mention  in 
historic  annals,  such  as  “Olde  Ulster”  and  “History  of 
New  Paltz,  New  York,  and  Its  Families.”  The  family 
is  of  German  origin,  native  to  Nordheim,  and  the  pro¬ 
genitor  in  Ulster  County  was  Gerrit  Jans  Harden¬ 
bergh,  who  came  to  America  with  his  father.  Gerrit 
married  Jeapie  Schepmces,  and  their  son,  Johannes, 
became  an  owner  of  property  in  Kingston  in  1689  and 
was  subsequently  commissioned  to  high  offices  in  both 
civic  and  military  ranks  there.  He  was  a  patentee  in 
the  Great  or  Hardenbergh  Patent,  by  which  an  im¬ 
mense  tract  estimated  at  two  million  acres  in  several 
counties  was  granted  by  Queen  Anne  in  1708.  His 
wife  was  Catherine  Rutzen  and  among  their  sons  was 
Abraham,  born  in  1706,  who  became  a  man  of  wealth 
and  influence.  The  latter  married  Marytje  Roosa, 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Roosa  and  they  had  a  son,  Jo¬ 
hannes  and  a  daughter,  Sarah,  both  baptized  at  Kings¬ 
ton.  Sarah  was  wedded  to  Charles  W.  Brodhead. 

Charles  W.  Brodhead  served  his  country  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  being  a  First  Lieutenant  in  a  body 
of  troops  from  Marbletown  Township.  (It  is  through 
his  record  of  patriotic  service  that  Mrs.  Holt  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Katherine  M.  Mawhinney,  are  eligible 
for  membership  in  the  National  Society  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution.)  He  was  also  an  ex¬ 
tensive  landholder,  owning  two  thousand  two  hundred 
acres  in  this  county,  three  thousand  acres  in  Sullivan 
County,  and  eighty-six  acres  about  Lake  Awosting. 
Charles  W.  and  Sarah  (Hardenbergh)  Brodhead  had 
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six  children:  Wessel,  Abram,  Charles,  David,  Jacob, 
and  one  daughter. 

Wessel  Brodhead,  eldest  of  the  family,  was  born  in 
Marbletown  and  married,  on  May  18,  1790,  Anntye 
Hardenbergh.  From  the  general  text  of  his  will,  one 
gathers  that  he  was  a  prosperous  land-owner,  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  gristmill  and  deeply  devoted  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  family,  to  whom  his  property  was  devised. 
His  children  were  John  H.,  Wessel,  Cornelia,  Jane, 
and  Charles  W.  Brodhead. 

The  last  mentioned,  a  representative  of  the  sixth 
generation  in  Ulster  County,  and  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
William  Thomas  Holt,  was  born  August  4,  1805.  He 
married  Maria  Roosa  of  a  family  that  for  years  had 
been  neighbors  of  the  Brodheads  in  Kingston.  Their 
children  numbered  eight:  Katherine,  Eliza,  Jane  Anne, 
Sarah  Tye,  Cornelia,  Andries,  Levi,  and  Charles  Ira, 
all  of  whom  married. 

Charles  Ira  Brodhead’s  birth  occurred  May  20,  1841, 
and  his  death,  January  1,  1873.  He  married,  on  May 
6,  1863,  Mary  E.  Teas,  born  at  Kripple  Bush,  Febru¬ 
ary  2,  1841,  died  March  1927.  The  great  ancestor  of 
the  Teas  family  in  America  was  William  Teas,  who 
came  to  Kripple  Bush  about  the  time  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  His  wife  was  Mary  Shurter,  by  whom  he  had  a 
son,  named  John,  born  March  3,  1779.  John  Teas  was 
at  one  time  commissioner  of  public  schools  in  Marble- 
town.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
Kripple  Bush,  serving  first  as  a  deacon  and  later  as  an 
elder  of  this  house  of  worship.  He  married  Esther 
Freer  and  his  death  occurred  October  1,  1853,  his  wife 
surviving  him  until  May  22,  1867.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  John  Teas,  born  October  3,  1809.  The  latter 
likewise  was  identified  with  the  Reformed  Church  and 
was  a  deacon  and  an  elder  in  its  service.  He  also 
served  as  chaplain  of  the  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
aided  in  building  a  new  Methodist  Church  at  Kripple 
Bush  in  1857,  and  was  recognized  as  an  exemplary 
citizen.  His  marriage  took  place  December  31,  1837, 
to  Anna  M.  Lounsberry,  the  Rev.  Cornelius  L.  Van 
Dyke  performing  the  ceremony.  Mrs.  Teas,  born  July 
5,  1812,  was  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Van 
Wagenen)  Lounsberry  and  the  granddaughter  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Kater)  Lounsberry.  John 
Teas  passed  away  October  3,  1809,  having  long  sur¬ 
vived  his  wife  whose  passing  occurred  February  1, 
1862.  They  had  two  daughters,  Sarah  Le  Fever  of 
Rosendale  and  Mary  E.,  who  as  noted  before,  married 
Charles  Ira  Brodhead.  By  the  latter  marriage  there 
was  a  daughter,  Ina  Marie,  who  was  wedded  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Thomas  Holt.  Three  sons,  also  born  of  this 
union,  died  in  early  youth.  Their  father,  Charles  I. 
Brodhead,  resided  at  Marbletown,  in  the  Shawangunk 
Mountain  district,  and  was  well  known  as  a  land¬ 
holder. 

William  Thomas  and  Ina  M.  (Brodhead)  Holt  were 
the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Katherine  M.,  who  was 
educated  at  “The  Castle,”  Miss  Mason’s  private 
school  at  Tarrytown,  New  York,  and  at  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  where  she  took  a  post-graduate  course.  She 
served  in  the  Richmond  County  Ambulance  Corps  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  the  American  Red  Cross  during 
the  World  War.  Her  memberships  include :  The 
Staten  Island  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution;  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club  and 
the  Cricket  Club,  Livingston.  Her  favorite  sports  are 
tennis,  golf  and  hockey.  She  married,  on  June  22, 
1920,  Arthur  Stuart  Mawhinney  of  Port  Richmond, 
of  an  old  Staten  Island  family.  He  is  the  uptown 
manager  of  a  firm  which  holds  membership  in  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange.  In  this  connection  he  is 


probably  one  of  the  youngest  men  ever  appointed  to  a 
post  of  such  responsibility.  Both  he  and  his  wife, 
who  reside  in  New  Rochelle,  Westchester  County,  are 
active  in  civic  and  charitable  movements  in  their  home 
community.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  City 
Athletic  Club,  the  Larchmont  Shore  Club,  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Club  of  New  York  and  the  Military  Order  of 
the  World  War,  having  served  as  lieutenant  in  the 
Field  Artillery  of  the  United  States  Army.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mawhinney  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  William 
Holt,  born  March  24,  1925. 

Mrs.  William  Thomas  Holt  resides  at  No.  284 
Heberton  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


FRANCIS  IRVING  SMITH— The  eminent  Eng¬ 
lish  philosopher  and  essayist,  Thomas  Carlyle,  consist¬ 
ently  maintained  that  the  well  being  and  eventual  sal¬ 
vation  of  mankind  depended  upon  the  ability  of  each 
individual  to  labor  long  and  steadfastly.  The  belief 
that  one  and  all  must  necessarily  benefit  through  the 
impetus  of  an  early  and  energetic  training  was  upper¬ 
most  in  Carlyle’s  mind ;  and  history,  whether  it  be  con¬ 
cerned  with  a  nation  or  a  community,  or  with  indi¬ 
viduals  themselves,  proves  this  doctrine  to  be  true. 
Those  who  follow  this  precept  must  necessarily  feel  a 
keen  sense  of  responsibility  and  impart  care  in  the 
positions  of  trust  and  in  whatsoever  is  undertaken  by 
them.  Hence,  personal  sacrifice  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole,  is  a  step  forward  to  the  goal  of  that  better 
day  desired  by  all.  In  all  communities  and  walks  of 
life  we  find  splendid  examples  of  persons  endeavor¬ 
ing  for  such  a  happiness  which,  in  turn,  reflect  their 
spirit  and  character,  and  give  form  to  the  unshaped 
things  of  the  material  world.  In  such  an  instance  one 
comes  upon  the  subject  of  this  review,  whose  career 
has  justified  the  value  of  an  early  start,  and  coupled 
with  his  accomplishments,  it  is  seen  that  the  interests 
he  serves  and  the  community-at-large  are  thus  bene¬ 
fited. 

At  Port  Richmond,  on  July  22,  1869,  Francis  Irving 
Smith,  usually  called  Frank  I.  Smith,  was  born,  the 
son  of  Henry  Clay  and  Elizabeth  W.  (Marvin)  Smith. 
The  elder  Smith  was  born  at  Port  Richmond  on  July 
7,  1842.  He  was  a  master  builder  and  decorator,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  until  his  father’s  death,  and 
held  many  political  offices  in  Port  Richmond  and  in 
the  town  of  Northfield.  He  married  Elizabeth  Way- 
man  Marvin  in  1868,  and  to  this  union  were  born  the 
following  children:  Francis  Irving  (Frank  I.)  Smith 
and  Harry  Wayman  Smith.  The  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Smith  was  Daniel  Smith,  a  master  builder  who  con¬ 
structed  all  the  railroad  stations  for  the  Central  Rail¬ 
road  of  New  Jersey  built  in  that  State  years  ago.  He 
was  born  at  Orange,  New  Jersey,  a  district  where  the 
Smith  family  had  settled  in  early  Colonial  times  after 
leaving  their  English  hearth-side. 

On  his  mother’s  side  our  Mr.  Smith  is  of  the  Mar¬ 
vin  family,  also  of  English  ancestry,  his  maternal 
grandfather  being  Captain  William  Benjamin  Marvin 
of  New  York  City,  later  of  Newburgh,  Orange 
County.  His  grandfather,  Daniel  Smith,  married 
Gertrude  Prall,  and  Captain  William  B.  Marvin  mar¬ 
ried  Martha  Rodermond,  both  wives  being  members  of 
Holland-Dutch  families.  The  Prall  family  was  early 
settled  in  this  country,  and  the  Roderman  family  was 
early  settled  at  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 

Frank  I.  Smith  received  his  educational  training  at 
Union  Free  School  and  the  high  school  of  his  native 
town,  followed  by  special  courses  at  Staten  Island 
Academy  and  by  personal  study  during  his  spare 
hours — which  were  few.  Deciding  on  a  legal  career, 
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he  read  law  under  Alfred  De  Groot  and  Sidney  F. 
Rawson,  both  sometime  noted  members  of  the  bar, 
whose  offices  were  in  New  York  City  and  at  Port 
Richmond,  with  residences  on  Staten  Island.  Because 
of  his  diligence  and  application  to  his  studies,  both 
lawyers  took  a  decided  interest  in  him,  and  by  the 
time  he  was  twenty-one  he  had  qualified  himself  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  pass  the  examinations  and  was,  therefore, 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  De¬ 
cember,  1891.  From  1892  to  1899,  he  was  managing 
clerk  of  the  law  firm  of  De  Groot,  Rawson  and  Staf¬ 
ford.  In  1899  the  firm  admitted  him  as  a  partner  and 
he  served  as  such  until  1913.  Acting  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  De  Groot,  Rawson  and  Stafford,  he  did  the 
legal  work  for  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank  from 
1892  to  1913.  From  1895  to  1897  he  was  counsel  for 
the  old  town  of  Northfield,  as  it  was  known  before  its 
consolidation  with  Greater  New  York.  In  the  midst  of 
his  numerous  labors  and  responsibilities,  in  1894,  he 
compiled  the  charter  and  by-laws  for  the  model  vil¬ 
lage  of  Port  Richmond.  He  was  assistant  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  of  Richmond  County  and  prosecuting 
counsel  from  1899  to  1905,  having  charge  of  all  im¬ 
portant  cases,  including  homicide.  When  he  with¬ 
drew  from  the  De  Groot  law  firm  in  1913,  he  began  an 
independent  practice  which  he  continued  until  1919; 
when  Edward  M.  Seguine  became  associated  with 
him,  and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1925,  his 
son,  Kenneth  D.  Smith,  also  became  associated  with 
him.  His  firm,  in  addition  to  its  large  general  prac¬ 
tice,  handles  the  legal  business  of  a  number  of  financial, 
commercial  and  industrial  enterprises,  and  also  has  a 
large  practice  in  Surrogates’  Courts. 

Mr.  Smith  is  the  attorney  of  the  Staten  Island  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  formerly  the  Port 
Richmond  National  Bank,  and  as  attorney  organized 
it  as  a  trust  company  in  1926.  He  is  also  attorney  and 
director  of  the  Port  Richmond  Cooperative  Savings 
and  Loan  Association,  and  attorney  and  the  president 
of  the  Staten  Island  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Asso¬ 
ciation.  This  latter  institution  is  in  its  fifty-fifth  year 
and  is  the  oldest  savings  association  on  the  Island, 
having  resources  exceeding  two  millions  of  dollars.  In 
addition  to  these  interests  he  has  been  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Supreme  Court  Law  Library 
for  the  past  eleven  years,  and  was  president  of  the 
Richmond  County  Bar  Association  in  1920  and  was  re¬ 
elected  in  1921.  He  has  ably  assisted  in  the  financial 
and  business  structure  of  Staten  Island. 

During  the  World  War  he  served  as  one  of  the  three 
members  of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board  for  Richmond 
County,  being  one  of  the  fifteen  men  who  comprised 
the  Legal  Advisory  Board  for  the  entire  city  of  New 
York.  For  the  local  board  he  acted  as  secretary. 
Taking  at  all  times  a  keen  and  helpful  interest  in  civic 
affairs  affecting  the  community,  he  has  lent  a  helping 
hand  to  all  causes  relating  to  the  well-being  of  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens.  His  memberships  include  the  New  York 
and  Richmond  Bar  associations,  the  Staten  Island  Club 
and  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club,  and  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Fraternally  he 
is  affiliated  with  Tompkins  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Especially  worthy  of  mention  is  his  interest  in  the 
history  of  our  Island  and  its  old  families.  Mr.  Smith 
has  traveled  extensively  in  his  own  country  and  has 
also  visited  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  bringing  back 
vivid  recollections  of  other  lands.  In  the  Adirondack 
Mountains  he  has  a  hunting  and  fishing  lodge  and  is 
the  possessor  of  fine  hunting  dogs,  numerous  sport 
requisites  and  valuable  trophies. 


His  marriage  took  place  in  Port  Richmond  on  June 
28,  1894,  to  Edith  M.  Rorke,  daughter  of  George  M. 
and  Catherine  (Neill)  Rorke.  Her  father  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  life  in  Yorktown,  Virginia,  and  after¬ 
wards  at  Port  Richmond.  Mrs.  Smith’s  paternal 
grandfather,  when  a  young  man,  came  here  about  1810, 
from  Ireland.  On  his  way  to  the  United  States  the 
ship  was  encountered  by  the  British  man-of-war 
“Asia,”  and  young  Rorke  was  taken  off  and  impressed 
into  the  British  naval  service,  but  later  was  released 
at  Halifax.  The  seizing  of  American  citizens  and 
other  persons  from  American  vessels,  and  other  abuses 
during  that  period  was  the  eventual  cause  of  the  War 
of  1812  with  England.  After  reaching  this  country  in 
1811,  Rorke  settled  on  Staten  Island  and  taught  school. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Dublin  College,  and  later  be¬ 
came  an  extensive  land  owner.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Mersereau  Housman,  of  Staten  Island,  a  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Paul  Mersereau,  a  Revolutionary  War  sailor 
whose  progenitors  were  among  the  early  Huguenot 
settlers  here.  Patrick  Rorke  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
Mersereau  Housman  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  none  of  whom  married  except  George  M.,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Smith.  Through  the  Mersereau  line  of 
descent  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  having  served  for  several 
years  as  secretary  of  Mersereau  Chapter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  I.  Smith  have  one  son,  Kenneth 
Dudley,  born  in  Port  Richmond  on  September  9,  1896; 
educated  at  the  local  public  and  high  schools,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Dartmouth  College,  class  of  1919,  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Science ;  and  from  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  class  of  1923,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  He  is  now  associated  with  his  father’s  law  firm 
as  previously  mentioned.  His  avocation  is  photog¬ 
raphy,  and  his  pictures  have  been  exhibited  at  all  of 
the  important  exhibits  in  this  country  and  abroad.  In 
this  connection  he  has  contributed  articles  for  many 
of  the  magazines.  He  is  an  Associate  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Photographic  Society  of  England,  a  recognition 
rarely  enjoyed  by  amateur  photographers.  The  New 
York  Dartmouth  Club  and  the  Richmond  County 
Country  Club  are  associations  in  which  he  has  a  mem¬ 
bership. 

He  married  Ilse  C.  L.  Clason,  daughter  of  Hans  and 
Constance  (Zentgraf)  Clason,  of  Staten  Island,  in 
1928,  and  they  have  one  son,  Kenneth  Dudley  Smith, 
Jr.,  born  October  14,  1929.  Mr.  Clason,  her  father,  is 
vice-president  of  the  De  Jonge  Paper  Company  of 
Stapleton;  and  her  grandfather,  the  late  Charles  F. 
Zentgraf,  was  the  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank. 


HERMAN  LOUIS  BODINE— Of  the  citizens  of 
Staten  Island  who  have  been  prominent  in  movements 
of  a  civic,  benevolent  and  commercial  nature,  prob¬ 
ably  none  attained  a  more  significant  success  than  the 
late  Herman  L.  Bodine.  During  his  career  he  was  re¬ 
garded  as  a  man  in  whom  the  essential  fundamentals 
of  good  will  and  integrity,  together  with  business 
acumen,  were  always  keenly  apparent  to  his  many 
friends  and  associates. 

He  was  born  on  February  12,  1881,  in  an  humble 
home  in  his  native  country,  Russia.  Mr.  Bodine  was 
an  infant  when  he  was  brought  to  America  by  his  par¬ 
ents,  Jacob  Bodine,  who  died  in  1919,  and  his  mother, 
Rachel  Bodine.  His  mother  was  an  exceedingly  able 
woman  and  one  of  splendid  character,  whose  devotion 
to  her  family  was  unceasing.  His  father,  after  the 
arrival  of  the  family  in  America,  settled  on  Staten  Is- 
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land  and  in  time  he  established  a  general  merchandiz¬ 
ing  business  on  Morningstar  Road,  Elm  Park. 

Herman  L.  Bodine  first  attended  a  Hebrew  school 
in  New  York,  which  training  was  followed  by  gradua¬ 
tion  from  a  Manhattan  public  school.  After  complet¬ 
ing  his  preliminary  education  he  intended  to  study  law 
but  due  to  financial  conditions  was  obliged  to  forego 
his  desire.  Persuaded  by  his  parents  to  turn  his  ef¬ 
forts  toward  the  field  of  mercantile  activities  after  the 
manner  of  his  father,  he  accordingly  accepted  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  manage  a  small  store  in  Point  Pleasant, 
New  Jersey.  Although  a  mere  lad,  his  adaptability 
enabled  him  to  conduct  this  business  for  four  years 
with  reasonable  success  and  at  the  same  time  he  ac¬ 
quired  a  working  knowledge  of  the  dry  goods  business. 
Upon  his  return  to  Staten  Island,  at  the  end  of  this 
period,  he  became  a  partner  with  his  father  in  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  store.  Almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  young 
man’s  association  with  his  father,  the  enterprise  began 
to  grow  and  in  a  comparatively  short  period  was  de¬ 
veloped  into  one  of  the  successful  department  stores 
in  that  section  of  the  Island.  The  firm  was  then  known 
as  J.  Bodine  and  Son  and  continued  as  such  until  the 
retirement  of  the  elder  Bodine,  at  which  time  it  be¬ 
came  Bodine’s  Department  Store.  A  complete  line  of 
gentlemen’s  furnishings,  ladies’  apparel,  jewelry,  knit 
goods,  shoes  and  all  types  of  merchandise  were  sold. 
During  the  ensuing  years,  many  improvements  in  the 
store  were  effected  to  meet  the  growing  requirements 
of  its  patrons.  In  1919,  when  Mr.  Bodine  sold  his  in¬ 
terests,  the  establishment  was  housed  in  the  spacious 
quarters  at  Nos.  144-46  Morningstar  Road.  For  a 
short  time  thereafter,  until  the  death  of  his  partner, 
Mr.  Bodine  was  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  and 
wholesaling  of  hats  and  caps.  His  next  venture,  which 
he  continued  until  the  time  of  his  death,  was  in  another 
field  of  business,  that  of  manufacturing  waterproof 
building  material  and  in  this  connection  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Eternite  Chemical  Products  Corporation. 

Aside  from  these  interests,  Mr.  Bodine  was  also 
active  in  various  commercial  institutions  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  a  director  in  the  North  Shore 
Building  and  Loan  Association  and  the  Progressive 
Savings  and  Loan  Association.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  who  constituted  a  Welfare  Committee 
under  former  Borough  President  McCormick  and  was 
appointed  as  a  guardian  of  the  Children’s  Court  by  the 
late  Judge  Clark.  At  one  time  he  was  an  officer  of 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 
In  1919  he  was  honored  by  the  assignment  to  an  im¬ 
portant  post  during  the  Hudson-Fulton  Celebration 
which  took  place  in  that  year.  During  the  World  War 
he  was  chairman  of  the  United  Hebrew  organizations, 
a  league  of  all  Richmond  County  Hebrew  organiza¬ 
tions  formed  for  cooperation  in  war  welfare  work. 
Mr.  Bodine  was  one  of  the  founders  and  former  presi¬ 
dents  of  Temple  Emmanuel,  having  also  served  in  the 
offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer.  As  a  member  of  the 
Temple  School  Board  he  was  instrumental  in  the  se¬ 
lection  of  the  site  and  construction  of  the  educational 
building  adjoining  the  Temple.  He  was  a  Mason,  first 
in  affiliation  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  and  later 
as  one  of  the  organizers  of  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No. 
906,  of  which  he  was  also  a  Past  Master.  His  charter 
memberships  included  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  B’nai 
B’rith  and  the  old  Standard  Quartette  Club.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  service  with  the  Rocky  Hose  Volunteer  Fire 
Company,  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association  num¬ 
bered  him  among  its  members. 

Mr.  Bodine  also  served  as  president  of  the  Hebrew 
Benevolent  Society  of  Staten  Island,  the  oldest  organi¬ 


zation  of  its  kind  in  Richmond  Borough.  In  appreci¬ 
ation  of  his  unstinted  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  worthy 
organization,  a  fitting  resolution  was  adopted  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Among  Mr.  Bodine’s  many  friends  on  Staten  Island 
and  elsewhere  in  the  country,  of  historic  note,  were 
William  F.  (Buffalo  Bill)  Cody;  Pawnee  Bill,  the 
intrepid  old  Indian  fighter  and  the  famous  marks¬ 
man,  Anna  Pixley,  from  whom  he  received  one  of  his 
choicest  gifts,  a  box  of  pitch  balls  similar  to  the  ones 
used  by  her  as  targets. 

In  New  York,  on  June  22,  1910,  Herman  L.  Bodine 
married  Harriette  Goldman,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim 
and  Theresa  Goldman,  both  natives  of  Russia.  Mrs. 
Bodine  is  a  sister  of  Albert  Goldman,  Commissioner 
of  the  Department  of  Plant  and  Structures  of  New 
York  and  Herman  Goldman,  a  noted  corporation 
lawyer  of  that  city.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Hunter 
College  and  Normal  School.  Like  her  husband,  she 
has  also  been  instrumental  in  organizing  and  carrying 
out  several  movements  relating  directly  to  the  welfare 
of  the  public.  She  is  the  founder  and  honorary  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Staten  Island  Hadassah;  Past  Matron  of 
the  Aquehonga  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star; 
one  of  the  organizers  and  present  chairman  on  religion 
for  the  Council  of  Jewish  Women  and  guardian  of  the 
Elusum  Alan  Group  of  the  Camp  Fire  Girls.  She  was 
also  vice-president  of  the  Sisterhood  of  Temple  Em¬ 
manuel  and  organizer  of  the  Junior  Hadassah.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  early  days  of  Women  Suffrage  she  labored 
earnestly  in  behalf  of  her  sex  as  captain  of  her  district 
in  Elm  Park. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Bodine  occurred  at  his  home  on 
August  11,  1929,  after  several  months  illness.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  from  the  Temple  Emmanuel 
and  interment  took  place  in  Baron  Hirsch  Cemetery. 
Besides  his  wife,  Mr.  Bodine  is  survived  by  one  son, 
Ephraim,  born  in  1911,  and  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Annie 
Mendelson  of  Port  Richmond,  and  Mrs.  Esther  Edel- 
man  of  Manhattan.  The  Bodine  family  residence  is  at 
No.  246  Heberton  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


HON.  J.  HARRY  TIERNAN— The  highest  ju¬ 
diciary  honor  the  electors  of  Richmond  County  can 
confer  is  in  their  selection  of  a  County  Judge  and 
Surrogate.  The  incumbent  of  this  dual  office  must 
dispense  justice  between  litigants  in  civil  cases,  and 
act  in  the  capacity  of  the  law’s  protector  of  the  estates 
of  its  deceased  citizens.  Grave  responsibilities  rest 
upon  such  an  official’s  shoulders  and,  his  office  being 
elective,  he  must  have,  in  addition  to  the  ability  to  dis¬ 
charge  his  duties,  a  fair  and  impartial  personality 
pleasing  to  his  fellow-citizens.  For  this  important 
legal  position  the  people  of  this  county  selected,  nearly 
two  decades  ago,  the  Hen.  J.  Harry  Tiernan,  and  he 
remained  in  such  capacity  for  a  long  number  of  years 
until  more  recent  times. 

Judge  Tiernan  is  a  native  Staten  Islander,  having 
been  born  in  Tompkinsville  on  June  25,  1877,  the  son 
of  Peter  and  Mary  (Read)  Tiernan.  The  elder  Tier¬ 
nan  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  this  country 
in  1851.  He  settled  in  Tompkinsville,  became  a  citizen 
of  more  than  passing  prominence  and  took  a  keen  in¬ 
terest  in  public  affairs.  The  offices  of  school  trustee, 
school  collector  and  tax  collector  were  held  by  him 
for  the  town  of  Middletown,  the  latter  position  in 
1876  and  1880.  In  1893  he  was  then  the  oldest  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Richmond  County  and  in  his  eighth 
term,  the  last,  he  finished  thirty-two  years  in  that 
office.  Later  he  became  clerk  of  the  newly  instituted 
municipal  court  after  the  consolidation  of  Greater  New 
York.  He  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  a  member  of  Nep- 
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tune  Fire  Engine  Company  and  the  famous  69th 
Regiment  of  the  New  York  National  Guard. 

With  such  splendid  background,  Judge  J.  Harry 
Tiernan  naturally  inherited  an  aptitude  for  the  Bench 
and  the  legal  profession.  The  Judge  did  not,  however, 
begin  life  as  such;  but  if  tradition  may  be  believed, 
he  had  as  much  mischief  mixed  in  his  school  days  as 
the  normal  boy  usually  displays.  He  is  a  natural  prod¬ 
uct  of  our  big  out-door  community,  and  during  his 
early  boyhood  developed  and  matured  into  the  men¬ 
tally  alert  and  physically  robust  man  that  he  is  today. 
After  graduating  from  our  public  school  system  as 
Staten  Island  afforded  before  consolidation  with  New 
York,  he  entered  the  New  York  Law  School  in  1896, 
and  obtained  his  practical  experience  in  the  busy  law 
office  of  Hon.  John  J.  Kenny,  then  district  attorney 
and  one  time  judge  of  our  county.  In  1898  came  the 
Spanish-American  War,  and  the  twenty-one  year  old 
law  student  enlisted  and  served  ten  months,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged  with  the  rank  of  Sergeant. 
A  fever  contracted  in  Cuba  made  him  a  semi-invalid 
for  two  years  after  his  return.  Nevertheless,  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  study  and  work  as  well  as  he  could,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1901.  He  estab¬ 
lished  a  law  office  in  Stapleton,  and  in  two  years  had 
his  practice  well  enough  in  hand  to  add  to  his  re¬ 
sponsibilities  by  getting  married.  As  the  years  rolled 
by  his  clientele  and  reputation  grew  from  several 
causes.  One  doubtless  was  his  natural  gift  of  oratory, 
not  perhaps  such  as  has  earned  other  men  the  title  of 
“silver  tongued  orator,”  but  rather  the  forceful  speech 
of  the  natural  leader  who  voices  unanswerable  argu¬ 
ments  in  clarion  tones  and  language  that  all  can  un¬ 
derstand.  Another  surely  was  his  gift  for  leadership; 
we  read  of  him  in  boyhood  as  a  leader  of  his  youthful 
boyhood  chums,  and  during  his  career  as  a  soldier  “in 
charge  of  the  first  provost  guard  to  enter  the  city  of 
Havana  .  .  .  Sergeant  J.  Harry  Tiernan  marched  at 
the  head  of  his  platoon.”  Still  another  cause  was  doubt¬ 
less  his  activity  in  patriotic  movements  and  in  com¬ 
munity  clubs  and  societies.  In  1911  the  “Staten  Island 
World”  cites  his  membership  in  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
Staten  Island  Quartette  Club,  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
Staten  Island  Yacht  Club,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and 
the  Spanish  War  Veterans.  In  spite  of  his  judicial 
dignity  his  membership  in  Decker  Camp  of  Spanish 
War  Veterans  and  in  Staten  Island  Camp  of  Foreign 
War  Veterans  is  still  continued.  After  ten  years  of 
successful  law  practice  Judge  Tiernan  was  nominated 
and  elected  in  1911  as  County  Judge  and  Surrogate, 
and  was  repeatedly  reelected.  During  Judge  Tiernan’s 
incumbency,  the  importance  of  that  office  had  become 
enhanced,  largely  through  his  influence  and  ability. 
In  1913  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Court  was  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  trial  of  cases  of  murder  in  the  first  de¬ 
gree;  in  1926  its  jurisdiction  was  further  extended  to 
became  equivalent  to  that  of  the  City  Court  in  New 
York.  He  was  thus  charged  with  the  threefold  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  County  Judge,  Surrogate,  and  City 
Judge.  One  of  the  most  important  events  in  Staten 
Island’s  history  was  the  removal  of  the  county  seat 
from  Richmond  to  St.  George,  as  one  of  the  bene¬ 
ficial  results  of  Judge  Tiernan’s  influence.  The  build¬ 
ing  of  the  new  Court  House  began  in  1913;  its  formal 
opening  took  place  November  3,  1919,  and  the  county 
records  were  installed  January  3,  1920.  The  conveni¬ 
ence  to  the  public  this  accomplished  cannot  be  over¬ 
estimated.  Judge  Tiernan’s  gift  for  oratory  had  grown 
with  each  year  on  the  bench,  his  charges  to  the  Grand 
Jury  having  been  lucid  and  forceful.  If  one  may  be¬ 
lieve  the  common  rumor  his  gifts  for  leadership  have 


also  grown,  until  at  fifty-three  years  of  age  he  has 
become  one  of  the  influential  men  in  the  county.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  been 
active  in  the  administration  of  its  local  affairs  prac¬ 
tically  ever  since  becoming  a  member  of  his  profession. 

Judge  Tiernan  lives  on  Ward  Hill,  happy  in  his 
family  life,  and  taking  his  relaxation  in  outdoor  life 
— a  football  or  basketball  game  well  played  gives  him 
pleasure  and,  when  summer  comes,  a  cottage  at  Lake 
Mahopac  in  Westchester  County,  makes  a  good  base 
for  swimming  and  fishing,  or  perhaps  tours  into  the 
wilder  parts  of  the  Adirondacks  or  Canada. 

Hon.  J.  Harry  Tiernan  was  married,  in  West  New 
Brighton,  on  November  18,  1903,  to  Margaret  Kenney, 
daughter  of  John  and  Julia  (Mahoney)  Kenney.  To 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Tiernan  were  born  four  children: 
J.  Harry,  Jr.,  Irene,  Franklin,  and  Kenneth  Tiernan. 


ROBERT  SIMPSON  WOODWARD,  JR.— 

Prominently  identified  with  the  industrial  life  of 
Staten  Island  until  recent  date,  Mr.  Woodward  was 
the  executive  head  of  C.  W.  Hunt  and  Company. 
While  a  resident  he  took  an  active  interest  in  affairs 
of  a  civic  and  social  nature,  among  which  was  his 
presidency  of  the  State  Island  Club.  This  review 
includes  references  to  his  eminent  father,  who  was 
at  one  time  president  of  the  Carnegie  Institution  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Woodward  family  is  of  English  descent.  Rep¬ 
resentatives  bearing  this  cognomen  came  to  America 
in  early  times  and  located  not  only  in  one  colony,  but 
in  several,  including  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina. 
Various  branches  of  Woodwards  sprang  from  these 
progenitors,  who  in  practically  every  instance  were 
not  only  recognized  as  founders  and  staunch  patriots 
in  their  respective  colonies,  but  were  prominent  in 
the  civil  and  military  life  of  the  communities  in  which 
they  resided. 

Mr.  Woodward  is  the  grandson  of  Lysander  and 
Peninah  A.  (Simpson)  Woodward,  who  resided  in 
Rochester,  Michigan,  and  their  son,  Robert  Simpson 
Woodward,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Rochester  on  July  21, 
1849,  and  prepared  for  his  college  and  university 
career  at  Rochester  Academy.  He  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Michigan  and  in  1872  was  granted  a 
diploma  as  Civil  Engineer  from  this  institution.  Two 
additional  degrees  awarded  him  in  subsequent  years 
were:  Honorary  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from  the 
University  of  Michigan  in  1892  and  Doctor  of  Laws 
from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1914. 

After  obtaining  his  Civil  Engineering  degree  in 
1872  the  young  scientist  began  a  career  within  his 
chosen  field  that  was  destined  to  be  both  highly 
interesting  and  varied,  many  fields  of  scientific 
endeavor  in  which  large  opportunities  for  deep  study 
and  research  were  now  open  to  him.  Dr.  Woodward 
served  from  1872  to  1882  as  assistant  engineer  with 
the  United  States  Lake  Survey  and  upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  these  duties  was  engaged  for  two  years  as 
assistant  astronomer  with  the  United  States  Transit 
of  Venus  Commission.  From  1884  to  1890  he  worked 
successfully  as  astronomer,  geographer  and  chief 
geographer  attached  to  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  and  the  next  three  years  were  marked  by  his 
association  with  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey. 

In  1892,  having  obtained  his  doctor’s  degree,  he 
was  named  Professor  of  Mechanics  and  Mathemati¬ 
cal  Physics  at  Columbia  University,  remaining  thus 
engaged  for  two  years.  In  1895  he  was  designated 
Dean  of  the  School  of  Pure  Science  at  this  seat  of 
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learning,  occupying  this  position  until  1905.  In  the 
latter  year  his  appointment  came  as  president  of  the 
Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  a  post  he  maintained  until  1925,  when  he 
retired  in  order  to  devote  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
his  scientific  writings. 

Dr.  Woodward’s  affiliations  with  scientific  socie¬ 
ties  of  national  importance  are  many.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Naval  Consulting  Board  since  1915; 
is  identified  with  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences; 
has  acted  as  treasurer  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences  since  1894  and  served  as  its  presi¬ 
dent  in  1900-01;  was  president  of  the  American 
Mathematical  Society  from  1898  to  1900  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Science  from 
1900  to  1902.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Cosmos 
Club,  the  University  Club  of  Washington,  and  the 
Century  Club  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Woodward  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  scien¬ 
tific  treatises  and  technical  articles  of  educational 
purport.  In  addition  to  composing  the  Smithsonian 
Geographical  Tables  in  1894  and  the  Mathematical 
Monography  (with  Mansfield  Merriman)  in  1896, 
he  also  has  written  numerous  government  reports, 
memoirs  and  papers  on  subjects  in  astronomy,  geod¬ 
esy,  mathematical  physics  and  education. 

Robert  S.  Woodward  married  Martha  Gretton 
Bond,  and  their  son,  Robert  Simpson  Woodward,  Jr., 
of  whom  further. 

Robert  S.  Woodward,  Jr.,  began  his  association  on 
Staten  Island  as  president  of  the  C.  W.  Hunt  Com¬ 
pany,  references  to  which  are  made  elsewhere  in  the 
pages  of  this  history.  Mr.  Woodward  filled  this 
position  until  1930,  when  he  became  associated  with 
The  Lampson  Company,  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 

While  a  resident  of  Staten  Island  Mr.  Woodward 
took  a  keen  interest  in  the  business,  civic  and  social 
movements  affecting  the  Island.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club  and  the  Staten 
Island  Club,  having  served  the  latter  as  vice- 
president  in  1927  and  later  as  president.  t 


HARRY  HOOKER— The  late  Harry  Hooker 
was  a  descendant  of  an  old  English  family  who  was 
known  for  its  integrity  and  thrift,  and  after  his  arrival 
in  America,  he  in  time  became  one  of  Staten  Island’s 
well  known  merchants  and  valued  citizens.  A  leader 
in  civic  enterprises  and  in  other  organizations,  his  zeal 
to  serve  his  fellowmen  was  ever  one  that  brought  him 
the  whole-hearted  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people 
of  the  community. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Maidstone,  Kent  County, 
England,  September  8,  1858,  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children  of  Josephus  and  Mary  (Mac  Elton)  Hooker. 
In  Colonial  times  the  branch  of  the  family  from  which 
Mr.  Hooker  descended  remained  in  England,  while 
other  Hookers  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  It  is  said  that  John  Hooker,  the  Puritan  of  New 
England  fame,  was  an  ancestor  of  our  Staten  Island 
family. 

Harry  Hooker  attended  a  private  school  in  his  na¬ 
tive  town  and  later  became  an  expert  in  mechanical 
activities  which  occupation  he  followed  a  number 
of  years.  He  constructed  models  of  locomotive  devices 
and  was  considered  extremely  proficient  at  this  calling. 
However,  seeking  greater  opportunities,  he  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1883  and  shortly  thereafter  set¬ 
tled  on  Staten  Island  at  Port  Richmond.  He  became 
associated  with  Sailors’  Snug  Harbor  as  assistant 
engineer  and  remained  in  this  capacity  until  1890. 
Mercantile  life  next  attracted  him,  thus  he,  with  his 
brother  Thomas,  who  had  come  here  with  him,  estab¬ 


lished  a  retail  meat  business  on  Bennet  Street.  This 
enterprise,  which  was  operated  under  the  name  of 
Hooker  Brothers,  grew  gradually  with  the  passing  of 
time  and  maintained  a  reputation  for  industry  and  in¬ 
itiative  that  won  them  the  approbation  of  the  towns¬ 
people.  Their  place  of  business  became  one  of  the 
most  successful  shopping  locations  in  the  North  Shore 
district.  The  brothers  remained  in  business  until  1914, 
when  they  dissolved  partnership.  For  a  time  Mr. 
Hooker  continued  his  business  interests,  then  retired; 
his  brother  Thomas  having  operated  independently  in 
the  meantime. 

In  1909  Mr.  Hooker  was  elected  vice-president  of 
the  Port  Richmond  Cooperative  Building  and  Loan 
Association  and  remained  in  this  position  until  his 
death  on  July  18,  1926.  He  was  buried  in  Moravian 
Cemetery,  New  Dorp.  Death  had  overtaken  him  un¬ 
expectedly  and  his  loss  proved  a  deep  and  abiding  one 
to  citizens  with  whom  he  was  associated. 

In  his  fraternal  affiliation  Mr.  Hooker  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  for  nearly  thirty  years.  He  was  also 
connected  with  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  219,  and  York 
Commandery,  No.  66,  and  was  prominent  in  other  high 
Masonic  circles,  having  acted  as  High  Priest  for  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the 
Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade  and  during  his  busi¬ 
ness  career  he  became  the  owner  of  some  substantial 
real  estate.  In  his  religious  persuasion  he  was  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Ascension  Church  of  the  Episcopal 
denomination.  He  was,  withal,  a  public-spirited  man, 
not  content  merely  with  watching  the  development  of 
Richmond  Borough  as  part  of  Greater  New  York, 
but  contributed  his  share  toward  its  growth  and  con¬ 
solidation. 

The  marriage  of  Harry  Hooker  took  place  on  June 
3,  1890,  with  Margaret  S.  Clark,  daughter  of  Hugh 
and  Mary  (Mac  Dill)  Clark,  of  Sailors’  Snug  Harbor, 
both  of  whom  came  from  Scotland.  Mr.  Clark,  for 
forty  years  was  chief  agriculturist  and  horticulturist 
at  this  institution.  Harry  and  Margaret  S.  (Clark) 
Hooker  had  seven  children  born  on  Staten  Island,  of 
whom  six  are  living:  1.  William  Harry,  whose  birth 
occurred  February  11,  1892,  a  graduate  of  Public 
School  No.  20,  and  now  managing  the  family  interests. 
He  married,  July  13,  1916,  Dorothy  Drucker,  of  Staten 
Island,  and  they  have  three  sons,  Harry,  Francis  N., 
and  Douglas.  2.  Eliese  G.,  born  June  17,  1894,  who 
died  in  infancy.  3.  Helen  M.,  born  August  1,  1895, 
received  her  education  in  Public  School  No.  20  and 
at  Curtis  High  School.  She  married  Herman  M. 
Rodewald  of  Staten  Island.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Alice  C.  and  Helen  H.  4.  Joseph  T.,  born  February 
19,  1897,  was  graduated  from  Public  School  No.  20. 
He  married  Mary  Kibble  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Betty  M.  5.  Elizabeth  C.,  born  August  30,  1898,  re¬ 
ceived  her  education  at  Public  School  No.  20  and  at 
Curtis  High  School.  She  married  Douglas  Howell 
and  they  have  one  child,  Antea  J.  6.  John  G.,  born 
May  22,  1900,  also  a  graduate  of  public  and  Curtis 
high  schools.  *  He  married  and  has  a  daughter, 
Margaret  S.  7.  Charles  E.,  born  June  24,  1901,  also 
attended  Public  School  No.  20. 

Mrs.  Margaret  S.  (Clark)  Hooker,  the  widow  of 
Harry  Hooker,  resided  until  her  recent  passing  in 
1930  at  No.  102  Manor  Road,  West  New  Brighton. 
She  took  a  lively  part  in  social  and  church  affairs, 
being  a  liberal  contributor  to  a  number  of  worthy 
causes.  The  subject  of  history  also  interested  her  and 
she  prized  several  rare  papers  and  other  items  in  her 
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collection.  A  woman  of  refinement  and  culture,  Mrs. 
Hooker  was  possessed  of  a  warm  and  friendly  per¬ 
sonality  and  her  devotion  to  her  family  was  her  chief 
concern. 


CLINTON  J.  SHARRETT— A  family  identified 
with  our  Island  history  since  early  Colonial  times  is 
that  of  which  the  late  Clinton  J.  Sharrett  was  a  recent 
prominent  member.  At  the  time  of  his  passing  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Richmond  County  Republican  Com¬ 
mittee  and  associated  in  many  important  movements 
affecting  the  progress  of  the  community,  besides  being 
engaged  in  the  printing  and  publishing  business  in  Port 
Richmond. 

His  family,  often  known  as  Sharrot,  Sharrott  or 
Skerrit,  appeared  first  in  local  records  in  1784,  when 
Suzanne  Scarrett  married  Joakim  Stilwell  in  the 
Moravian  Church,  where  the  cognomen  is  often  spelled 
Skerret.  In  the  census  of  1790  several  “Scharits”  ap¬ 
pear,  the  first  being  Richard,  Sr.  He  is  said  by  Clute, 
the  historian,  to  have  been  of  Huguenot  parentage,  a 
resident  of  New  England  previous  to  his  coming  here 
and  to  have  married  Mary  Hegor  of  German  parent¬ 
age.  According  to  the  Moravian  records  he  died 
April  15,  1830,  aged  eighty-one.  Regarding  him  as 
the  founder  of  the  family  on  the  Island,  Clute  records 
others  of  the  “1790  Scharits”  as  his  children,  who  were 
James,  having  two  boys  and  three  females;  John,  with 
two  females;  William,  with  two  boys  under  sixteen; 
also  Richard,  Jr.,  with  two  males  over  sixteen  and 
three  under  sixteen,  also  four  females.  Susan  and 
Mary,  who  do  not  appear  in  the  census  by  name,  were 
added  to  the  list  by  Clute. 

From  this  time  on  there  have  been  numerous  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  family  hereabouts.  The  Moravian 
Church,  of  which  they  were  devout  members,  gives 
their  intermarriages  with  the  Lockerman,  Murray, 
Jennings,  Shay,  Syloy,  Mitchell,  Mott,  Davis,  Hous- 
man,  De  Groot,  Mersereau,  Swaim  and  Voorhis  fam¬ 
ilies.  The  branch  of  the  family  of  which  the  late  Clin¬ 
ton  J.  Sharrett  was  a  member  settled  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  while  others  bearing  the  name  were  also  located 
on  the  North  Shore  and  different  parts  of  Staten 
Island. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Clinton  J.  Sharrett  was 
James  Skerrit,  a  fisherman  and  coppersmith,  and  his 
wife’s  name  was  Ann  (Garrison)  Skerrit. 

John  Skerrit,  a  son  of  this  James,  married  Mary 
Swaim,  also  of  pioneer  stock  and  they  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Washington  Skerrit.  The  latter  was  born  in 
1831,  and  followed  the  life  of  a  seaman,  being  listed 
in  the  Directory  of  1882  as  engaged  in  this  occupation 
and  living  at  Simonson  Place,  Port  Richmond.  In 
1893  he  was  captain  of  a  vessel  and  had  removed,  in 
the  meantime,  to  No.  39  Jewett  Avenue,  in  the  same 

village.  He  married  Anna  Judah  - ,  and  to  this 

union  four  children  were  born,  among  them  being 
Clinton  J.  Skerrit  or  Sharrett,  of  this  review. 

The  birth  of  Clinton  J.  Sharrett  occurred  June  7, 
1877,  in  Port  Richmond.  After  attending  the  old  Port 
Richmond  District  School  until  reaching  the  age  of 
fifteen,  he  began  work  in  a  printing  shop,  thus  entering 
a  business  that  was  to  become  his  lifetime  vocation. 
He  labored  diligently  for  seven  years  as  a  printer’s 
devil,  though  receiving  but  little  remuneration  for  his 
efforts.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  became  an  appren¬ 
tice  compositor  on  the  original  “Staten  Islander,”  a 
newspaper.  Sometime  later  an  opportunity  was  pre¬ 
sented  him  to  work  on  a  Manhattan  journal,  and  he 
followed  newspaper  publishing  with  this  and  other 
dailies  in  the  city. 
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A  few  years  later,  however,  Mr.  Sharrett  founded 
a  printing  shop  of  his  own  in  Port  Richmond.  His 
experience,  business  integrity  and  progressiveness 
aided  him  immeasurably  to  conduct  the  establishment 
on  a  paying  basis  and  as  the  years  passed  he  met  with 
increasing  success.  At  present  the  printing  plant, 
which  is  located  at  No.  1975  Richmond  Terrace,  Port 
Richmond,  is  operated  by  his  sons. 

But  as  fond  as  Mr.  Sharrett  was  of  his  work  as  a 
printer  and  publisher,  he  became  even  more  interested 
and  active  in  the  field  of  politics  on  Staten  Island. 
This  interest  lay  more  in  organizational  work  and  in 
the  endeavor  to  place  worthy  candidates  of  his  party 
before  the  public  than  in  seeking  office  himself.  He 
had  never  accepted  public  office  until  a  more  current 
appointment  as  census  supervisor  of  Richmond  County. 
This  coveted  position  was  also  desired  by  Manhattan 
leaders  of  his  party  but  his  strong  influence  locally 
held  the  direction  of  the  work  on  the  Island  where 
naturally  it  belonged. 

As  a  young  man  Mr.  Sharrett  entertained  a  liking 
for  administration  work  and  acquired  ability  in  this 
direction.  He  had  become  an  affiliated  Republican  in 
1898,  and  the  following  year  his  active  interest  began 
in  party  councils.  He  was  then  employed  by  the  Re¬ 
publicans  as  a  watcher  at  the  polls  and  his  interest 
was  heightened  by  a  close  and  bitter  campaign  ensuing 
that  year.  A  determination  to  watch  his  opportunity 
for  advancement  within  the  party  ranks  grew  steadily 
within  him. 

Mr.  Sharrett’s  first  step  forward  came  with  his  ap¬ 
pointment  as  inspector  of  elections,  an  office  he  held 
while  still  in  his  early  “twenties.”  The  position  of 
Third  Ward  Secretary  was  next  assigned  to  his  care 
before  he  was  subsequently  chosen  as  a  member  of  the 
County  Executive  Committee.  In  the  latter  capacity 
he  displayed  unusual  acumen  and  earnestness  as  a 
worker  of  the  cooperative  type  who  placed  the  good  of 
the  party  above  individual  success  and  glory.  In  rec¬ 
ognizing  his  ability  Republican  leaders  chose  him  for 
other  posts  which  increased  in  importance  as  he  stead¬ 
ily  climbed  upwards.  From  member-at-large  he  rose 
to  vice-chairman  within  the  organization  and  finally, 
in  1923,  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Richmond 
County  Republican  Committee. 

Mr.  Sharrett’s  task  was  no  easy  one  wherein  the 
support  of  his  party  was  unanimously  accorded  him 
at  all  times.  But  during  his  several  years  as  leader  he 
was  often  forced  to  contend  with  factions  within  the 
party  he  headed.  His  opinions  and  campaign  methods 
were  opposed  by  some  and  at  various  times  strong 
opponents  endeavored  to  wrest  his  post  from  him. 
But  the  majority  of  the  party  stood  firmly  behind  him, 
knowing  of  his  sincerity  of  purpose,  his  tenacity  and 
the  faithful  exchange  of  his  duties.  He  was  able,  not 
only  to  assume  command  of  his  own  forces  and  organ¬ 
ize  them  into  a  cohesive  unit  at  election  time,  but  also 
to  make  the  elections  much  closer  than  they  had  been 
in  the  past  by  giving  his  opponents  a  stern  battle.  The 
result  of  the  election  of  1929  amply  proved  his  un¬ 
flagging  devotion  to  his  party  and  his  right  to  its 
leadership. 

Citizens  within  this  county  and  throughout  New 
York  State  regarded  Mr.  Sharrett  highly  as  a  leader 
whose  ability  was  well  demonstrated.  He  fought 
squarely  and  in  the  open  in  all  his  campaigns,  defeat 
only  serving  to  stimulate  him  to  finer  efforts.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  he  was  delegate  to  city.  State 
and  national  Republican  conventions.  By  nature  he 
was  of  frank  and  sympathetic  temperament  and  one 
whose  loyalty  to  Staten  Island  was  steadfast.  Worthy 
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public  programs  within  this  borough,  irrespective  of 
his  own  personal  sentiments,  received  his  support  and 
his  membership  in  many  civic  and  fraternal  bodies  was 
of  long  standing. 

Mr.  Sharrett  was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order, 
having  been  a  member  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No. 
701 ;  a  Past  High  Priest  of  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  219, 
Royal  Arch  Masons ;  also  a  member  of  Empire  Com- 
mandery,  No.  66,  Knights  Templar.  He  was,  as  well, 
identified  with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Foresters  of 
America,  and  other  organizations. 

Mr.  Sharrett’s  sudden  death  occurred  from  a  heart 
attack  March  6,  1930,  at  his  home,  No.  406  Heberton 
Avenue.  The  funeral  services  took  place  from  Grace 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Port  Richmond,  being 
attended  by  members  of  his  party  and  those  of  polit¬ 
ical  faith  other  than  his  own,  also  by  life-long  friends 
and  the  many  who  knew  him  on  Staten  Island.  His 
burial  followed  in  Fairview  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Sharrett  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Emma  C. 
(Campbell)  Sharrett,  whom  he  married  in  1903  (her 
parents  having  been  Stephen  and  Emma  (Schwartz) 
Campbell  of  Tompkinsville),  and  two  sons,  Clinton 
Campbell  and  Arthur  Jay  Sharrett.  Also  among  those 
who  survived  him  were  a  brother  and  two  sisters : 
Horatio  Sharrett^  a  realtor  of  Port  Richmond,  and 
Mrs.  Andrew  Hagaman  and  Olive  E.  Sharrett,  also 
of  Staten  Island. 


SYDNEY  HOWARD  GAY— Descended  from 
illustrious  families  of  New  England,  possessed  of  lit¬ 
erary  ability  of  a  high  order  and  of  an  intense  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  wickedness  of  slavery,  Sydney  Howard 
Gay  was  destined  to  play  an  important  part  in  our 
national  history  by  the  power  of  his  pen  in  the  years 
preceding  and  during  the  Civil  War.  In  so  doing,  his 
residence  on  Staten  Island  brought  to  this  community 
a  share  of  the  fame  he  earnedj  and  now  one  of  the 
proud  claims  of  our  citizens  is  that  his  home  was 
here  for  forty  years.  In  that  home,  built  in  1848  on 
what  was  then  called  Hayley’s  Lane,  Mr.  Gay  lived 
during  the  war,  and  to  it  in  1872,  after  four  years  in 
Chicago,  he  returned  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  literary  work. 

Among  his  ancestors  were  men  and  women  who 
were  foremost  citizens  and  contributors  to  the  spirit¬ 
ual,  intellectual  and  civic  affairs  of  their  times.  Of 
his  family,  John  Gay,  a  native  of  England,  was  the 
first  to  come  to  this  country,  he  having  arrived  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  about  1630,  which  was  but  ten 
years  after  the  landing  of  the  “Mayflower.”  He  set¬ 
tled  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  now  part  of 
Greater  Boston,  where  he  was  a  grantee  in  the  Great 
Dividends  and  Beaver  Brook  plowlands  and  a  freeman 
in  1635.  With  others,  he  became,  in  1636,  a  founder 
of  Dedham  plantation,  and  was  a  selectman  in  1654 
and  in  other  years.  He  died  March  4,  1688,  being 
survived  by  his  widow,  Joanna,  who  bore  him  eleven 
children. 

Nathaniel  Gay,  third  son  of  John  Gay,  was  born 
January  11,  1643;  was  a  freeman  in  1677,  lived  on 
property  inherited  from  his  father  near  Medfield,  and 
was  a  selectman  beginning  with  1704.  He  married 
Lydia  Lusher,  called  in  some  records  Lydia  Starr, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  ten  children.  He  died 
February  20,  1712. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  youngest  son  of  Nathaniel  Gay, 
was  born  at  Dedham,  August  15,  1696.  He  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Harvard  College  in  1714,  and  in  1785  his 
alma  mater  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  recognition  of  his  scholarly 


attainments  and  of  his  eminence  as  one  of  the  leading 
divines  of  his  time.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  First 
Parish,  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  June  11,  17x8,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  serve  this  congregation  with  much  effective¬ 
ness  and  distinction  for  a  period  of  sixty-nine  years, 
six  months  and  one-half  day,  until  his  death  in  1787. 
He  married  Jerusha  Bradford,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Bradford,  a  granddaughter  of  Major  William  Brad¬ 
ford,  who  was  assistant  treasurer  and  deputy  governor 
of  Plymouth  Colony;  and  a  great-granddaughter  of 
William  Bradford,  the  second  Governor  of  Plymouth 
Colony  and  one  of  the  Mayflower  Pilgrims  of  1620. 
Rev.  Ebenezer  and  Jerusha  (Bradford)  Gay  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  among  whom  were:  Sam¬ 
uel,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1740;  Martin,  of 
whom  further;  Jotham,  a  Continental  Army  colonel; 
and  Jerusha,  wife  of  Rev.  Simeon  Howard  of  Boston. 

Martin  Gay,  third  son  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  was 
born  at  Hingham,  December  29,  1726.  In  his  early 
manhood  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Boston,  where 
he  became  a  successful  brass  founder,  being  also  ex¬ 
tensively  interested  in  shipping.  He  was  a  deacon  of 
West  Church,  a  captain  in  the  Ancient  and  Honor¬ 
able  Artillery  Company,  and  during  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War  he  remained  a  firm  adherent  to  the  British 
cause.  Martin  Gay  was  an  addresser  of  Hutchinson 
in  1774  and  of  Gage  in  1775,  but  as  a  result  of  his 
opposition  to  armed  rebellion  he  was  proscribed  and 
banished  in  1778,  having,  however,  left  Boston  previ¬ 
ously  when  the  British  forces  evacuated  that  city. 
During  the  war  he  lived  in  Nova  Scotia  and  for  a  few 
years  in  England,  but  he  did  not  return  permanently 
to  Boston  until  1792.  There  he  died  on  February  13, 
1809.  He  married  (first)  Mary  Pinckney,  and  twenty 
years  later,  he  married  (second)  Ruth  Atkins.  Martin 
Gay  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  seven  by  his 
first  marriage  and  two  by  his  second,  among  whom 
were:  Mary,  who  married  Rev.  William  Black,  of 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia;  Samuel,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  class  of  1775,  who  moved  to  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  Canada,  soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  there  became  a  leading  lawyer  and  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  Frances,  who 
married  Dr.  Isaac  Winslow;  and  Ebenezer,  of  whom 
further. 

Ebenezer  Gay,  eighth  child  of  Martin  Gay,  was 
born  in  Boston,  February  24,  1771.  He  was  educated 
at  Harvard  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1789.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  his  profession,  first  in  Boston  and 
later  in  Hingham.  He  served  with  distinction  in  the 
Massachusetts  Senate  and  in  the  Massachusetts  Coast 
Patrol  during  the  War  of  1812.  Ebenezer  Gay  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Allyne  Otis,  a  daughter  of  General  Joseph 
Otis  by  his  second  marriage  to  Maria  Walter.  The 
Otis  family  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  and  as  stated  in  the  files  and  records  of  various 
historical  societies,  there  were  among  its  members, 
persons  who  ranked  high  in  the  judiciary,  in  legisla¬ 
tive  careers,  in  military  life  and  in  intellectual  pursuits. 
During  the  Revolutionary  War  they  aided  in  the 
freeing  of  the  American  Colonies  from  British  rule. 
Ebenezer  and  Mary  Allyne  (Otis)  Gay  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children:  Mary  Otis,  who  married 
Dr.  Robert  T.  P.  Fiske;  Martin,  who  engaged  in 
practice  as  a  physician  and  as  a  distinguished  chemist 
in  Boston;  Charles  William;  Henry  Pinckney,  who 
lived  at  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin;  Frances  Maria;  Eliza¬ 
beth  Margaret,  who  married  Jacob  Chapin;  Sydney 
Howard,  described  more  fully  in  this  review;  Abby 
Frothingham,  who  married  Isaac  Winslow;  Ebenezer, 
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who  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Boston  and 
married  Eleanor  Blood;  Arthur  Otis,  who  became  a 
resident  of  Japan  and  married  a  Japanese  lady;  and 
Winckworth  Allan,  who  became  one  of  the  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  American  painters  of  his  period. 

Mary  Allyne  (Otis)  Gay,  mother  of  Sydney  How¬ 
ard  Gay,  was  a  niece  of  James  Otis,  the  patriot,  and 
was  the  youngest  of  the  fifteen  children  of  General 
Joseph  Otis,  ten  of  whom  were  children  by  his  second 
marriage  to  Maria  Walter.  Her  oldest  half-brother, 
James  Otis,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  class  of  1775, 
served  as  an  officer  in  the  Continental  Army  and  was 
lost  at  sea.  Her  eldest  full-brother,  Joseph  Otis,  as 
well  as  two  other  brothers,  Nathaniel  Walter  and 
Arthur  Otis,  lived  for  many  years  in  Cuba  and  were 
owners  of  large  plantations.  Joseph  Otis  eventually 
settled,  after  extensive  journeys  to  many  parts  of  the 
world  as  the  captain  of  sailing  vessels*  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  where  he  died,  while  Nathaniel  Walter 
Otis  removed  from  Cuba  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
in  1832,  and  founded  a  branch  of  the  family  there. 

Sydney  Howard  Gay,  seventh  child  and  fourth  son 
of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  Allyne  (Otis)  Gay,  was  born 
at  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  May  22,  1814.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  preliminary  education  at  Derby  Academy, 
Hingham,  and  entered  Harvard  College  in  1829,  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years.  Though  ill  health  forced  him 
to  withdraw  from  college  before  he  had  completed  his 
course,  the  college  authorities  subsequently  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  After  sev¬ 
eral  years  spent  partly  in  travel  and  partly  in  a  Bos¬ 
ton  counting  house,  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  his 
father’s  office.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  deeply 
interested  in  the  anti-slavery  movement  and,  when  he 
discovered  that  the  oath  required  of  him  before  he 
could  be  admitted  to  the  bar  committed  him  to  the 
support  of  the  United  States  Constitution,  he  refused 
to  take  this  pledge  and  gave  up  all  ideas  of  engaging 
in  the  practice  of  law.  This  refusal  was  based  on  the 
fact  that  at  that  time  the  Constitution  still  recog¬ 
nized  and  upheld  slavery,  which  Mr.  Gay  abhorred 
and  considered  iniquitous.  He  then  joined  the  group 
of  Abolitionists,  led  by  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  then 
still  a  very  small  and  extremely  unpopular  body  of 
men  and  women.  In  1842  he  became  a  lecturing 
agent  for  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  taking 
a  very  active  and  effective  part  in  its  work,  especially 
in  the  West.  Two  years  later,  in  1844,  he  was  made 
editor  of  the  official  organ  of  the  New  York  abolition¬ 
ists  published  in  New  York  City,  the  “National  Anti- 
Slavery  Standard.”  For  fourteen  years,  until  1858,  he 
gave  to  this  work  all  of  his  energy  and  great  intel¬ 
lectual  gifts,  writing,  lecturing,  and  working  with 
the  greatest  and  most  sincere  enthusiasm  and  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  the  most  influential  leaders  in  this  momen¬ 
tous  movement.  When,  in  1858,  the  cause,  so  near  to 
his  heart,  had  made  sufficient  progress  to  become  an 
important  political  issue,  he  felt  at  liberty  to  devote 
himself  to  a  wider  field  and  to  accept  an  invitation  to 
become  an  editorial  writer  on  the  New  York  “Trib¬ 
une,”  of  which  he  served  as  managing  editor  during 
the  Civil  War.  In  this  position  he  gave  invaluable  aid 
to  the  Union  Cause  and  created  for  himself  an  envi¬ 
able  reputation  as  a  journalist. 

One  of  the  most  dramatic  incidents  of  Mr.  Gay’s 
life  was  during  the  Draft  Riots  of  1863,  when  he  was 
managing  editor  of  the  New  York  “Tribune.” 

The  riots  broke  out  on  Monday  morning  and  all 
day  long  the  reporters  came  into  the  office  with  stories 
of  the  doings  of  the  mob  and  their  threats  toward 
the  “Tribune.”  The  paper  was  known  as  a  staunch 


supporter  of  the  government  and  it  also  advocated  the 
abolition  of  slavery. 

Horace  Greeley  had  always  stood  for  the  latter  and 
was  branded  as  an  Abolitionist  and  the  mob  wanted 
to  get  at  him.  It  surged  and  roared  through  Print¬ 
ing  House  Square  at  intervals  all  day,  and  at  night 
they  broke  into  the  counting  room  downstairs  and 
gutted  it,  leaving  nothing  but  ruin  behind  them.  They 
were  trying  to  force  the  heavy  door  at  the  foot  of  the 
stairs,  which  led  up  to  the  editorial  rooms,  but  the 
timely  coupling  of  the  fire  hose  to  the  steam  boilers, 
used  to  run  the  presses,  drove  them  off.  Mr.  Greeley 
had  been  spirited  away  earlier  in  the  evening  to  a 
place  of  safety. 

He  had  not  been  willing  to  have  any  steps  taken  to 
arm  the  building  or  to  protect  it  in  any  way.  A  curi¬ 
ous  apathy,  or  a  spirit  of  non-resistance  seemed  to 
dominate  him  and  he  would  yield  to  no  arguments, 
till  finally  they  told  him  that  by  staying  he  endangered 
the  lives  of  the  rest,  then  he  let  them  smuggle  him 
off.  It  was  then  too  late  to  do  anything  but  bar  and 
bolt  the  doors  and  get  the  steam  ready  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

Tuesday  had  barely  dawned  when  Mr.  Gay  sent  a 
requisition  over  to  Governor’s  Island  for  arms  and 
ammunition.  And  soon  heavy  trucks  backed  up  to  the 
doors  and  rifles,  pistols  and  ammunition  were  carried 
in.  There  were  bombs  too,  for  which  long  boards 
were  nailed  together  that  they  might  be  rolled  down 
to  drop  and  explode  among  the  rioters.  “If  we  had 
used  them,”  Mr.  Gay  used  to  say,  “They  would  have 
blown  the  Tribune  Building,  rioters  and  everything 
to - .” 

The  work  of  the  office  went  on  as  usual  that  night, 
but  every  editor  and  every  reporter  had  a  loaded  pistol 
on  his  desk.  In  the  type  setting  room,  there  was  a 
long  table  laid  out  with  rifles  and  rounds  of  am¬ 
munition  ready  at  hand. 

The  crowd  surged  and  howled  again  round  the 
boarded-up  windows  which  they  had  smashed  the 
night  before,  egging  each  other  on  for  a  second  at¬ 
tempt,  but  they  knew  of  the  preparations  which  had 
been  made  and  hesitated. 

In  the  midst  of  this  tense  excitement,  the  foreman 
of  the  printing  room  came  up  to  Mr.  Gay’s  private 
office,  closed  the  door  and  whispered  “Mr.  Gay,  the 
ammunition  does  not  fit  the  guns”!  He  was  blanched 
white  and  desperately  agitated,  but  Mr.  Gay’s  calm 
manner  reassured  him.  “Do  the  men  know  it?” 
“Don’t  tell  them.  Go  on  as  if  everything  was  all 
right.” 

So  the  “Tribune”  came  out  that  morning  as  usual 
and  fortunately  no  second  attack  on  the  building  was 
made.  The  rioters  directed  their  attention  to  less 
well  prepared  and  more  defenseless  victims. 

During  these  two  days  of  danger  and  excitement  his 
home  on  Staten  Island  was  one  of  those  threatened  by 
the  mob,  so  that  his  wife  and  children  were  taken  to  a 
neighbor’s  house  and  kept  there  for  two  nights.  Such 
anxieties  and  heavy  responsibilities  imposed  upon  him 
by  his  work  affected  his  health,  and  he  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  spend  the  years  from  1866  to  1868  in  semi-re¬ 
tirement  at  his  home  on  Staten  Island.  By  the  latter 
year  his  health  had  sufficiently  recovered  to  enable 
him  to  resume  active  work,  and  he  became  the  manag¬ 
ing  editor  of  the  Chicago  “Tribune,”  a  position  he 
continued  to  fill  with  great  ability  until  1871.  When 
the  Chicago  fire  destroyed  the  “Tribune,”  Mr.  Gay 
worked  as  a  volunteer  on  the  Chicago  Relief  Com¬ 
mission  and  wrote  an  exceedingly  able  and  interesting 
report  of  the  winter’s  work.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he 
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returned  to  his  beloved  Staten  Island  and  there  con¬ 
tinued  his  journalistic  work  as  managing  editor  of  the 
New  York  “Evening  Post,”  remaining  with  this  pub¬ 
lication  until  1874.  At  that  time  one  of  the  largest 
New  York  publishing  houses  had  persuaded  William 
Cullen  Bryant  to  join  in  the  enterprise  of  preparing 
an  illustrated  history  of  the  United  States,  a  proposi¬ 
tion  to  which  Mr.  Bryant  assented  only  under  the 
condition  that  Mr.  Gay  should  be  the  author  of  this 
work.  Though  Mr.  Bryant  wrote  the  introduction, 
Mr.  Gay  wrote  the  history  itself,  being  assisted  by  a 
small  group  of  carefully  selected  collaborators,  to 
whom  special  chapters  were  assigned  in  fields  in 
which  they  were  considered  authorities.  This  was  a 
new  treatment  of  historical  writing  of  which  Mr.  Gay 
may  be  considered  the  originator  and  which  has  been 
frequently  adopted  since  then  by  others.  Later  he 
wrote  the  “Life  of  James  Madison,”  for  the  “Amer¬ 
ican  Statesmen  Series”  (Boston,  1884),  and  the  chap¬ 
ter  on  “Amerigo  Vespucci,”  in  the  “Narrative  and 
Critical  History  of  America,”  edited  by  Justin  Win- 
sor  (Boston  and  New  York,  1889).  He  was  also  the 
author  of  many  articles,  reviews,  and  book  notices  for 
many  of  the  leading  magazines  and  newspapers.  He 
was  especially  distinguished  by  his  accuracy,  while 
his  literary  ability  was  of  the  highest  order.  Pie  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  and  of 
the  American  Historical  Association,  and  during  the 
Civil  War  period,  of  the  Union  League  Club  of  New 
York  City.  Mr.  Gay’s  religious  affiliations,  like  those 
of  his  parents,  were  with  the  Unitarian  Church. 

Sydney  Howard  Gay  married,  in  Philadelphia,  No¬ 
vember  7,  1845,  Elizabeth  Johns  Neall,  the  pretty, 
fair-haired  daughter  of  Daniel  Neall,  a  Quaker  and 
prominent  abolitionist  of  that  city,  and  of  Sarah  (Mif¬ 
flin)  Neall,  his  wife.  Both  the  Neall  and  Mifflin 
families  were  of  old  pioneer  Quaker  stock.  Warner 
Mifflin,  father  of  Sarah,  was  the  first  man  to  uncon¬ 
ditionally  emancipate  his  slaves  whom  he  brought  to 
Delaware  and  established  on  a  farm  near  Salem,  where 
they  were  employed  and  paid  regular  wages.  Sydney 
Howard  Gay  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  J.  (Neall)  Gay 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Walter  Otis, 
born  in  1850,  died  in  infancy.  2.  Sarah  Mifflin,  born 
May  5,  1852,  died  in  1899.  3.  Martin,  born  May  15, 
1854.  4.  Mary  Otis  Gay,  born  December  20,  1861, 
who  married  William  Goodenow  Willcox,  whose  re¬ 
view  follows. 

Mr.  Gay  died  at  his  home  at  West  New  Brighton, 
Staten  Island,  on  June  25,  1888,  after  a  long  illness, 
which  he  bore  with  great  fortitude  and  patience.  He 
will  always  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  leading  jour¬ 
nalists  and  historians  of  the  latter  part  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  and  as  a  high-minded  patriot,  who  gave 
unsparingly  of  himself  that  others  might  be  free  and 
that  the  stain  of  slavery  might  forever  be  removed 
from  the  life  of  this  beloved  country.  To  Staten 
Island  he  will  always  be  remembered  as  one  of  her 
most  illustrious  citizens. 


WILLIAM  GOODENOW  WILLCOX— No  his¬ 
tory  of  Staten  Island  would  be  complete  without  some 
detailed  account  of  the  many  and  varied  activities  of 
the  late  William  Goodenow  Willcox.  For  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  accorded  a  foremost 
place  among  the  leading  citizens  of  this  borough. 
While  he  was  successful  and  prominent  in  the  world 
of  finance,  he  will  be  remembered  best  and  longest 
for  the  altruism  that  dominated  and  motivated  his 
life.  A  believer  in  the  brotherhood  of  man,  he  was  im¬ 
pelled  by  his  strong  sympathies  to  demonstrate  that 


belief  in  the  activities  of  his  daily  life.  Nor  could  his 
generous  instincts  be  satisfied  by  mere  gifts  of  money, 
important  and  useful  as  such  beneficence  is;  he  must 
needs  give  of  himself — his  time,  his  energy,  his  excep¬ 
tional  ability  and  broad  experience — to  the  service  of 
needy  fellowmen.  His  was  indeed  an  enlightened 
philanthropy.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  education, 
for  he  realized  that  the  immediate  safety  and  future 
progress  and  prosperity  of  his  country  depended  upon 
the  high  level  of  average  intelligence  of  its  citizens; 
and  this  could  only  be  brought  about  by  the  efficient 
and  adequate  instruction  of  the  rising  generation. 
Therefore  educational  institutions  received  a  generous 
share  of  his  attention. 

In  the  personality  and  life  of  William  G.  Willcox 
flowered  the  virtues  and  ideals  of  many  lines  of  ances¬ 
try  running  back  to  hardy  pioneers  of  New  England 
— men  and  women  who  had  the  courage  and  sense  of 
duty  to  leave  the  comparative  comfort  and  security  of 
old  England  to  face  the  unknown  dangers  of  the  un¬ 
tamed  wilderness,  wild  beasts  and  savage  men,  that 
they  might  establish  first,  religious  freedom,  and  later, 
growing  out  of  that,  the  first  real  democracy  the  world 
had  ever  known.  Among  these  ancestors  was  William 
Bradford,  the  second  Governor  and  first  historian  of 
Plymouth  Colony;  John  Holmes,  a  Senator  from 
Maine;  and  Daniel  Goodenow,  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Maine.  In  early  times  the  name  had  many 
spellings:  Wilecoc,  Wilkokson,  Wylkokson,  Wylcox, 
Wilkocson,  Wilcocks,  Wilcox,  Wilcoxson,  Willcox- 
son  and  Willcox.  For  the  first  hundred  years  in 
America  the  name  was  spelled  more  frequently  Will- 
cockson  than  otherwise. 

William  Wilcoxson,  the  immigrant  ancestor  of  the 
family,  was  possibly  born  in  1601,  in  St.  Albans, 
Hertfordshire,  though  this  fact  is  not  confirmed.  He 
came  to  America  in  the  ship  “Planter”  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four,  with  a  letter  from  the  church  at  St.  Al¬ 
bans.  His  father’s  occupation  is  listed  as  “Lynnen 
Weaver.”  The  age  of  his  wife,  Margaret,  is  given  as 
twenty-four  and  their  son  “Jo”  as  two.  He  settled 
for  a  time  at  Concord,  Massachusetts,  and  in  his  will 
he  remembered  the  church  of  that  town  with  a  be¬ 
quest  of  forty  pounds.  He  was  made  a  freeman  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colony  in  1636.  In  1639  he  became  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  town  of  Stratford,  Connecticut. 
He  was  a  representative  at  Hartford  in  1647.  He 
died  in  Stratford  about  1652  and  was  survived  by  his 
widow  until  1655. 

Their  third  child  and  son  was  Joseph  Wilcoxson, 
who  was  born  about  1638,  and,  therefore,  could  not 
have  been  the  son  “Jo”  appearing  on  the  emigrants’ 
list  above  referred  to.  His  name  appears  among  the 
first  twelve  original  settlers  and  proprietors  of  Killing- 
worth,  Connecticut,  which  was  founded  in  1663.  Only 
the  Christian  name  of  his  wife,  Anna,  is  known.  They 
were  married  in  1659.  He  died  in  1683. 

Their  eldest  child  was  Deacon  Joseph  Wilcoxson, 
who  was  born  October  29,  1659,  and  died  February 
2,  1726.  On  February  14,  1693,  he  married  Hannah 
Kelsey,  of  Killingworth. 

Their  son,  Stephen  Willcoxson,  or  Willcox,  was 
born  July  12,  1706.  By  this  generation  the  suffix 
“son”  had  been  quite  generally  dropped  by  the  Kill¬ 
ingworth  branch  of  the  family.  He  must  have  been 
quite  prosperous,  because  he  gave  to  each  of  his  three 
sons  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Newport,  New 
Hampshire,  and  went  up  there  in  June,  1766,  to  help 
them  get  started  in  life.  In  1733  he  married  Mary 
Pierson,  granddaughter  of  Abraham  Pierson,  the 
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first  president  of  Yale  College.  Stephen  Willcox  died 
in  1784. 

Their  eldest  son,  Jesse  Wilcox,  was  born  in  Killing- 
worth,  Connecticut,  in  1744,  and  died  in  Newport, 
New  Hampshire,  in  1823.  He  was  town  clerk  in  1770 
and  1771,  and  served  seven  years  as  selectman.  He 
was  a  member  of  a  committee  of  safety  in  1775,  and 
on  June  29,  1777,  he  left  town  to  take  part  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Ticonderoga.  He  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  that 
“Alarm.”  In  1767,  Jesse  Wilcox  married  Thankful 
Stevens,  who  was  born  in  1746,  and  died  in  1827. 

Of  their  eleven  children,  Oliver  Willcox  was  the 
seventh.  He  was  born  November  11,  1779,  and  died 
January  21,  1837,  in  New  York  City,  where  he  had 
been  in  business  as'  a  merchant  for  many  years.  On 
September  1,  1807,  he  married  Sally  Stanton,  born  in 
Killingworth,  October  19,  1786,  and  died  in  Norwich, 
Connecticut,  February  2,  1843,  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Elizabeth  (Treat)  Stanton. 

Their  son,  Rev.  William  Henry  Willcox,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.,  was  born  January  28,  1821,  and  died  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1904.  He  became  a  prominent  clergyman  in 
the  Congregational  denomination.  He  preached  twen¬ 
ty-five  years  from  the  pulpit  of  the  Bethesda  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  in  Reading,  Massachusetts,  a  dearly 
beloved  friend  and  pastor  to  his  people.  On  his  resig¬ 
nation  from  his  Reading  ministry  he  resided  for  twen¬ 
ty-five  years  in  Malden,  Massachusetts.  He  held  the 
office  of  president  of  the  Congregational  Educational 
Society  and  was  a  trustee  of  Wellesley  College.  He 
married  Annie  Augusta  Holmes  Goodenow,  daughter 
of  the  Hon.  Daniel  and  Sarah  Anne  (Holmes)  Good¬ 
enow. 

Thomas  Goodenough,  the  progenitor  of  this  family, 
was  born  in  1608,  in  Shaftsbury,  a  borough  of  Dorset. 
With  two  brothers  he  came  to  America  in  the  ship 
“Confidence,”  in  1638.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  and  was  a 
selectman  of  Marlborough  in  1661,  1662,  and  1664,  the 
year  of  his  death.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in  1643. 
His  wife,  Jane,  and  their  first  child  came  to  America 
with  him. 

Samuel  Goodenough,  their  son,  was  born  February 

28,  1646,  and  died  in  1722.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in 
1690.  His  house  in  Marlborough  was  a  garrison 
house  in  1711,  at  the  time  of  Queen  Anne’s  War.  His 
wife’s  Christian  name  was  Mary. 

Samuel  Goodenough,  their  son,  was  born  November 
30,  1665,  and  died  about  1720.  He  resided  in  that 
division  of  the  town  of  Marlborough  that  fell  within 
Westboro  His  wife’s  Christian  name  was  Sarah,  and 
her  surname  may  have  been  Brigham. 

David  Goodenough,  their  eldest  child,  was  born  in 
Marlborough,  February  26,  1704,  and  died  in  West¬ 
boro.  On  November  8,  1722,  he  married  Dinah  Fay. 

Daniel  Goodenow,  their  second  child,  was  born  in 
Westboro,  January  1,  1725,  and  died  in  Brownfield, 
then  in  Massachusetts,  but  now  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
December  29,  1818.  He  was  the  third  settler  in  Marl¬ 
borough,  New  Hampshire,  and  for  many  years  was 
one  of  the  influential  men  of  the  town;  also  held  many 
offices  under  the  rule  of  the  proprietors.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  three  wars,  including  the  Revolution.  He 
lived  for  a  time  in  Henniker,  New  Hampshire,  and  in 
1802  removed  to  Brownfield,  Maine.  On  December 

29,  1746,  he  married  Martha,  daughter  of  John  Ban¬ 
nister,  son  of  John,  son  of  Christopher,  who  came 
from  England. 

John  Goodenow,  their  eldest  child,  was  born  in 
Marlborough,  Massachusetts,  December  1,  1751,  and 
died  in  Brownfield,  Maine,  in  1844.  He  married  Re¬ 


becca  Tyler,  daughter  of  William  Tyler,  September 
12,  1784. 

Hon.  Daniel  Goodenow,  their  son,  was  born  in  Hen¬ 
niker,  New  Hampshire,  October  30,  1793,  and  died  in 
Alfred,  Maine,  October  8,  1864.  He  went  to  what  is 
now  Maine  with  his  father  in  1802.  From  this  time  on 
his  activities  are  listed  as  follows:  Educated  at  Dart¬ 
mouth  College  and  studied  law  with  John  Holmes,  of 
Alfred,  whose  partner  he  became  in  1818;  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Maine  in  1830,  1831 
and  1832;  appointed  Attorney- General  of  the  State  in 
1838,  holding  that  office  for  four  years;  appointed,  in 
1841,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  for  the  Western 
District,  which  office  he  held  for  the  constitutional 
term  of  seven  years,  and  in  1855  became  a  member  of 
the  Supreme  Court;  Bowdoin  College  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1820;  chosen  a 
trustee  of  that  institution  in  1838,  and  in  i860  it  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  He 
retired  to  private  life  in  1862.  His  wife  was  Sarah 
Anne  Holmes,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  and  Sally 
(Brooks)  Holmes.  The  mother  of  John  Holmes  was 
Elizabeth  Bradford,  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  genera¬ 
tion  from  Governor  William  Bradford.  John  Holmes 
was  one  of  the  two  United  States  Senators  first  elected 
from  Maine,  and  served  from  1820  to  1827.  Annie 
Augusta  Holmes  Goodenow,  daughter  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Goodenow,  married  Rev.  William  Henry  Willcox,  as 
stated  previously.  Their  children  were:  Ella  Good¬ 
enow,  Mary  Alice,  William  Goodenow,  of  whom 
further,  Walter  Francis,  Valeria,  Frederick  A.,  H. 
Howard,  and  Kate,  who  died  in  infancy. 

William  Goodenow  Willcox,  son  of  Rev.  William 
Henry  and  Annie  Augusta  Holmes  (Goodenow)  Will¬ 
cox,  was  born  February  8,  1859.  Much  is  expected  of 
an  individual  born  into  a  family  carrying  such  tradi¬ 
tions  of  personal  and  public  achievement.  The  life  of 
William  G.  Willcox  is  another  strong  link  in  the 
chain  of  evidence  for  those  who  believe  that  “blood 
does  tell,”  for  he  not  only  maintained  but  enhanced 
the  prestige  of  an  honored  family  name.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Reading,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
trained  for  a  career  as  teacher  at  the  Bridgewater 
Normal  School;  but  his  health  broke  down  when  he 
was  nineteen,  and  for  about  four  years  he  lived  an 
outdoor  life  in  Minnesota.  He  bought  a  farm  in  that 
State  and  built  his  house  and  barns  himself  with  the 
aid  of  only  one  carpenter. 

In  1883,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  having  recuper¬ 
ated  his  health,  he  began  his  business  career  and  his 
connection  with  Staten  Island.  He  lived  at  that  time 
in  the  family  of  his  uncle,  Albert  Oliver  Willcox,  on 
Richmond  Terrace,  near  Lafayette  Avenue,  and  en¬ 
tered  the  insurance  office  of  his  cousin,  Albert  Will¬ 
cox,  in  New  York  City.  In  1906,  upon  the  death  of 
his  cousin,  he  organized  the  firm  of  Willcox,  Peck 
and  Hughes,  insurance  brokers  and  average  adjusters, 
which  carried  on  a  large  and  successful  business 
through  offices  in  New  York,  Buffalo,  Qeveland,  Chi¬ 
cago,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Seattle,  Portland, 
Vancouver,  Dallas  and  New  Orleans.  An  organiza¬ 
tion  by  Mr.  Willcox  of  the  leading  fire  and  marine 
insurance  underwriters  of  New  York  enabled  them  to 
cooperate  in  the  insuring  of  cotton  for  export,  result¬ 
ing  in  great  benefit  to  cotton  shippers.  Besides  being 
president  of  Willcox,  Peck  and  Hughes,  Mr.  Willcox 
was  vice-president  of  Meinel  and  Wemple,  Incorpo¬ 
rated,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Willcox,  Peck,  Brown 
and  Crosby,  a  director  of  the  Battery  Park  Bank, 
First  National  Bank  of  Staten  Island,  and  the  Assur¬ 
ance  Company  of  America.  He  served  as  chairman  of 
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the  Insurance  Committee  of  the  New  York  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  as  a  member  of  their  Committee  on 
Wiar  Emergencies. 

Mr.  Willcox  believed  that  the  elimination  of  antag¬ 
onisms  and  conflicts  of  modern  life  between  capital 
and  labor,  colored  and  white  races,  nation  and  nation, 
was  possible  through  cooperation  and  tolerance;  and 
he  never  lost  an  opportunity  to  advocate  and  to  work 
for  measures  and  movements  having  that  end  in  view. 
His  own  career  was  living  proof  that  cooperation  and 
tolerance  are  practical  means  towards  spiritual  as  well 
as  material  success.  Carrying  such  altruisms  beyond 
the  sphere  of  his  business  activities,  he  became,  in 
1902,  a  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital  and,  in 
1909,  its  president.  It  was  then  known  as  the  S.  R. 
Smith  Infirmary.  From  his  own  gifts  and  those  which 
he  secured,  the  growth  of  the  institution,  during  the 
twenty-one  years  of  his  connection  with  it,  was  re¬ 
markable.  His  personal  efforts  for  it  and  his  wisdom 
in  selecting  capable  associates  counted  for  even  more 
than  his  generous  gifts. 

Even  before  this,  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
children  had  led  him  to  become  treasurer  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  an  office 
he  held  for  thirty  years.  It  also  impelled  him  to  aid 
the  Staten  Island  Academy,  the  Curtis  Lyceum  and 
the  Gymnasium  being  largely  his  work.  A  scholarship 
founded  in  1907,  a  playground  provided  some  years 
later,  and  a  liberal  testamentary  gift  are  a  few  of  his 
benefactions  to  this  institution.  Here  again  his  own 
services  were  of  value.  As  president  of  the  Academy’s 
Board  of  Trustees  he  paid  visits  to  the  school  almost 
daily  and  followed  its  educational  work  with  deepest 
concern.  In  connection  with  a  bequest  of  his  cousin, 
Albert  Willcox,  in  1906,  he  became  actively  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Tuskegee  Normal  and  Industrial  Institute 
in  Alabama.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  investment 
committee.  Upon  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Seth  Low,  he 
became  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  this  insti¬ 
tution  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  ill  health 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  resign.  Not  only  was  his 
financial  judgment  of  great  service,  but  his  personal 
relations  with  the  trustees  and  the  faculty  were  unique 
in  harmony  and  affection. 

In  1914,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Greater  New  York  and  the  following  year 
was  elected  president  of  the  board.  He  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  Teachers’  Pen¬ 
sion  Bill  by  the  New  York  Legislature.  He  also  had 
plans  and  specifications  prepared  for  the  construction 
of  many  much  needed  public  schools  which  were  com¬ 
pleted  under  the  administration  of  his  successor.  His 
keen,  unbiased  judgment  and  his  accurate  sense  of 
right  and  justice  endeared  him  to  the  men  and  women 
in  the  public  school  system  with  whom  he  camp  into 
intimate  relation.  His  greatest  endeavor  was  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  duplicate  school  system  into  the  New  York 
public  schools.  This,  he  believed,  represented  a  radical 
advance  in  educational  methods  as  well  as  a  more  effi¬ 
cient  use  of  school  facilities. 

In  a  somewhat  different  direction,  his  interest  in  art 
and  science  caused  him  to  become  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in  1902 
and  a  trustee  in  1910.  The  need  of  a  building  for  the 
Institute  Museum  collection  was  apparent,  and  Mr. 
Willcox,  by  a  liberal  donation,  opened  the  way  for  its 
erection  in  1917.  He  continued  his  interest  in  the 
Institute  as  long  as  he  lived  and  his  bequest  consti¬ 
tutes  a  great  part  of  its  endowment. 

In  purely  civic  matters,  of  whatever  character,  his 
interest  and  aid  could  always  be  counted  upon.  He  be¬ 


came  the  founder  and  president  of  the  Staten  Island 
Civic  League.  He  was  also  helpful  in  providing  a 
daily  newspaper  for  Staten  Island,  the  “Staten  Island 
Advance.”  He  was  especially  devoted  to  his  public 
work  during  the  World  War,  serving  as  chairman  of 
many  war  drives  and  numerous  committees  on  the 
Island  and  in  Manhattan.  Later,  he  became  president 
of  the  Staten  Island  Community  Council,  which  func¬ 
tioned  during  the  reconstruction  period  and,  among 
other  things,  provided  an  engraved  certificate  for  each 
of  the  soldiers  and  nurses  who  served  abroad. 

Mr.  Willcox,  in  addition  to  these  activities,  was  a 
member  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  Amer¬ 
ican  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Merchants  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Real  Estate  Board,  Citizens’  Union,  Saturday 
and  Sunday  Hospital  Association,  Academy  of  Polit¬ 
ical  Science,  National  Economic  League,  Bowling 
Green  Neighborhood  Association,  American  Scenic 
and  Historical  Preservation  Society,  Horticultural  So¬ 
ciety,  New  York  Tax  Reform  Association,  City  Club, 
Down  Town  Association,  India  House,  Staten  Island 
Club,  and  many  other  organizations,  in  each  of  which 
his  service  was  of  value  and  appreciated.  His  life 
was  one  of  strenuous  effort,  crowned  with  achievement, 
of  disinterested  service  for  worthy  ends,  of  fairness  in 
all  dealings,  of  helpfulness  and  sympathy  in  friend¬ 
ship,  of  steadfastness  and  devotion  to  family.  He  was 
an  example  of  kindliness,  tolerance  and  common 
sense  in  a  period  of  diverging  opinions  and  shifting 
values.  Wide  as  were  his  philanthropic  and  civic 
activities,  the  memory  of  him  which  will  linger  longest 
amongst  his  friends  is  that  of  the  intelligent  sympathy 
and  wise  counsel  which  he  gave  without  stint  to  count¬ 
less  perplexed  and  disheartened  men  and  women.  No 
worthy  person  ever  approached  him  that  he  or  she  was 
not  consoled  and  assisted.  So  modest  was  his  person¬ 
ality,  so  widespread  and  diverse  his  efforts,  that  there 
were  few,  even  among  his  intimate  friends,  who  real¬ 
ized  the  full  scope  of  his  life. 

On  May  28,  1889,  William  G.  Willcox  maried  Mary 
Otis  Gay,  daughter  of  Sydney  Howard  Gay,  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  narrative.  This  union  was  most  for¬ 
tunate  and  happy.  Mrs.  Willcox  shared  her  husband’s 
interests  and  was  an  active  participant  in  all  of  his 
varied  philanthropies.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willcox  had 
the  following  children:  Henry,  an  engineer,  who  was 
captain  in  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  of  the 
United  States  Army  during  the  World  War;  Sydney 
Gay,  investment  broker,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
United  States  Army  Air  Service  during  the  World 
War;  Daniel  G.,  who  died  in  1907;  Elizabeth  Neall, 
wife  of  C.  H.  Kidwell;  and  Anna  Goodenow,  now 
Mrs.  Carroll  Dwight. 

William  G.  Willcox  died  in  Staten  Island  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  1923,  and  was  buried  with  great  simplicity 
from  his  home  at  No.  115  Davis  Avenue,  in  keeping 
with  the  modesty  which  characterized  his  life. 


MARY  OTIS  WILLCOX — In  every  organization 
of  women  there  is  likely  to  be  one  who,  at  least  for  a 
time,  would  be  recognized  as  a  leader.  In  many  com¬ 
munities  there  is  one  upon  whom  the  leadership  by 
universal  acclamation,  is  pressed  in  every  feminine 
activity — Staten  Island  is  such  a  community,  one 
where  we  believe  everyone  regards  Mrs.  Willcox  in 
such  esteem,  and  no  worthy  movement  is  complete  un¬ 
less  of  her  participation  in  it.  And  yet  those  who 
know  her  best,  know  her  as  a  devoted  wife  and  mother 
to  whom  the  public  calls  came  as  welcomed  and  added 
duties. 

Mrs.  Willcox  was  brought  up  by  her  brilliant  and 


47i 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


illustrious  father,  Sydney  Howard  Gay,  and  a  Quaker 
mother,  Elizabeth  Johns  Neall  (see  accompanying 
biography).  Her  birth  occurred  in  1861,  but  she  can¬ 
not  remember  the  Civil  War  from  personal  experience, 
but  she  has,  however,  a  rich  store  of  memories 
gathered  from  the  elders  of  her  girlhood.  In  “Legends, 
Stories  and  Folklore  of  Old  Staten  Island,”  many  of 
these  memories  have  been  written  and  thus  form  a 
picture  of  the  environment  of  her  early  years.  Mrs. 
Charles  Goodhue  and  the  Children’s  Aid  Society  and 
“Old  Claus,”  who  gardened  for  her  parents  and 
brought  fresh  oysters  to  the  children  are  mingled  on 
the  same  page;  Bards  and  Delafields,  Hoyts  and 
Bements,  come  next  to  crabbing  parties  and  Christ¬ 
mas  trees  decorated  by  Mrs.  John  B.  Staples — private 
theatricals  too,  as  the  young  people  got  out  of  their 
’teens.  Her  written  memories  extol  Louis  P.  Grata- 
cap’s  fourteen  year  old  impersonation  of  Hamlet. 

In  the  volume  we  have  referred  to,  “the  blue  funkias 
in  my  garden,  of  which  (Mrs.  Mose)  gave  the  roots  to 
my  mother  more  than  sixty  years  ago,”  show  the  emo¬ 
tional  side  of  Mrs.  Willcox’s  memories.  Albert 
Oliver  Willcox,  later  her  relative  by  marriage,  she 
writes  of,  “was  most  absorbed  in  ‘causes.’  ”  He  was 
an  ardent  admirer  of  Mr.  Garrison  and  a  firm  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Abolitionists.  He  believed  in  Woman’s 
Rights  and  was  always  an  advocate  of  political 
equality. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  modesty  of  Mrs.  Willcox 
that  in  the  many  pages  of  memories  she  has  written 
there  is  scarcely  a  story  of  herself  excepting  of  her 
attendance  at  a  reception  given  by  Mrs.  Vincenzo 
Botta,  to  the  Prince  of  Siam;  “It  was  my  good  fortune 
to  be  urged  to  attend  this  social  function  by  my  ever- 
thoughtful  mother.  Arrayed  in  my  best  silk  dress, 
with  little  bonnet  to  match,  and  scared  nearly  to  death, 
I  heard  my  name  announced  at  Mrs.  Botta’s  awesome 
drawing-room  door.”  She  was  much  disappointed  that 
the  Prince  wore  neither  turban  nor  scimitar. 

Wie  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  early  period 
of  the  life  of  Mrs.  Willcox  to  impress  the  fact  that 
despite  the  prominence  she  has  taken  in  “causes,”  to 
use  her  own  expression,  she  has  always  been  a  very 
womanly  woman.  The  early  years  of  her  happy  mar¬ 
riage  with  the  late  William  G.  Willcox,  our  beloved 
citizen,  were  filled  with  the  duties  of  wifehood  and 
motherhood,  and  her  participation  in  public  affairs 
came  after  such  duties  were  performed.  Following  is 
a  partial  list  of  the  organizations  for  charity,  service 
and  intellectual  development  on  Staten  Island  of  which 
she  is  a  member:  Chairman  of  the  Staten  Island 
Branch,  League  of  Nations  Non-Partisan  Association; 
treasurer,  New  York  League  for  Women  Voters; 
trustee,  Tuskegee  Normal  and  Industrial  Institute; 
chairman,  Richmond  County  Chapter,  American  Red 
Cross;  trustee,  Staten  Island  Hospital;  member  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Cruelty  to  Children;  a  trustee  of  Staten 
Island  Academy;  chairman  of  the  Welfare  Conference 
and  member  of  the  Board  of  Staten  Island  Social 
Service;  trustee,  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences;  vice-president,  Conference  House  Associa¬ 
tions;  chairman,  Neighborhood  Teachers’ Association; 
and  honorary  vice-chairman  of  Sesquicentennial  Cele¬ 
bration  in  1926.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Citizens’ 
Union  and  the  Visiting  Nurses’  Association. 

All  of  her  life  Mrs.  Willcox  has  had  the  courage  of 
her  convictions  and  a  forceful  method  of  impressing 
them,  with  a  splendid  executive  ability.  The  long 
fight  for  women’s  suffrage  has  been  won,  and  many 
others  are  still  in  progress,  but  of  all  perhaps  her  man¬ 


agement  of  the  Red  Cross  work  during  the  great  war 
will  be  longest  remembered.  The  organization  was  so 
perfect  that  there  could  have  been  hardly  a  woman  on 
Staten  Island  who  did  not  contribute  her  work  or  her 
mite  to  its  support.  Tons  of  material  were  made  into 
surgical  dressings  and  sent  overseas,  and  hundreds  of 
garments  were  sewed  and  knitted.  Motor  corps  and 
canteens  were  organized  and  kept  open  every  day  for 
the  entire  duration  of  the  struggle.  And  every  boy 
who  left  the  Island  and  started  abroad  carried  with 
him  memories  of  the  care  of  the  Red  Cross.  One 
might  imagine  Mrs.  Willcox  ardently  in  favor  of 
war,  but  despite  such  activities  as  these  her  inner 
viewpoint  and  heart  showed  the  same  normal  opposi¬ 
tion  against  it  as  that  of  other  rational  minded  per¬ 
sons.  Quoting  from  the  Staten  Island  “Advance”  of 
January  24,  1928  as  follows: 

Said  Mrs.  Willcox  at  her  home  on  Davis  Avenue: 

I’ve  given  so  many  interviews  on  my  war  work  and 
the  Red  Cross,  I  believe  I  shall  talk  to  you  about  some 
very  deep  convictions  of  mine  of  which  some  of  my 
best  friends  know  nothing.  What  I  believe,  is  not  the 
result  of  seeing  the  after  effects  of  the  World  War,  but 
is  the  result  of  years  of  quiet  thinking  and  girlhood 
training. 

I  was  passionately  opposed  to  the  war ;  I  did  not 
want  America  to  enter,  but  when  we  had  taken  the  step 
I  had  to  help  those  boys  who  were  so  terribly  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  circumstances.  I  don’t  believe  in  war.  My 
mother  was  a  Quaker  and  the  Quakers  are  pacifists  at 
heart. 

When  I  was  a  little  girl  I  used  to  ponder  a  great  deal 
on  the  subject  of  the  cause  of  war.  Why,  I  reasoned, 
if  thirteen  states  grew  amicably  to  a  Union  of  forty- 
nine,  without  constant  strife,  couldn’t  great  countries 
live  and  grow  peacefully  together? 

Why,  if  dueling  had  been  made  unfashionable  be¬ 
tween  individuals,  could  not  war  have  a  like  taboo 
put  upon  it? 

Later  I  began  to  observe  how  with  one  exception, 
the  War  of  1812,  nothing  of  a  warlike  note  had  been 
struck  between  such  close  neighbors  as  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  Here,  certainly,  was  a  proof  that 
arbitration  was  successful  in  warding  off  war.  I  am 
just  an  average-minded  citizen  but  I  still  think  that 
much  the  same  methods  of  peaceful  settlement  of  all 
affairs  could  be  employed  among  naticns  as  have  been 
used  in  the  settlement  of  United  States-Canadian  ques¬ 
tions.  We  must  learn  to  “talk  it  out.” 

But  side  by  side  with  such  labors  have  been  those 
that  come  to  the  mother  of  four  children  and  now  the 
grandmother  of  more.  Looking  back  upon  a  life  that 
began  amid  the  horrors  of  the  Civil  War  and  of  the 
draft  riots  on  Staten  Island,  that  passed  through  a 
girlhood  of  innocent  intellectual  pleasures,  into  a  ma¬ 
turity  of  great  accomplishments  for  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  those  who  place  Mrs.  Willcox  at  the  head  of  the 
womanhood  of  Staten  Island  can  rejoice  that  in  the 
years  still  to  come  these  children  and  grandchildren 
will  bless  and  beautify  her  life. 

Under  another  caption  in  this  historical  work,  a 
story  of  Sydney  Howard  Gay,  Mrs.  Willcox’s  father, 
is  therein  described,  along  with  the  Gay  genealogy, 
and,  in  still  another  place,  that  of  Mr.  Willcox  and  his 
mother’s  line,  the  Goodenoughs  and  their  forebears  are 
mentioned.  It  is  fitting  that  the  Neall  family,  Mrs. 
Willcox’s  maternal  line,  be  inscribed  likewise  in  this 
work,  thus  the  reader  and  student  of  biography  and 
genealogy  will  find  in  such  references  a  romantic  story 
of  these  illustrious  families  and  the  accomplishments 
of  each  generation. 

The  following  are  quotations  from  Mrs.  Willcox’s 
own  writings: 

Elizabeth  Johns  Neall,  my  mother,  was  born  near  the 
Pall  of  the  Neshaminy,  not  far  from  Philadelphia,  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Mifflin  Neall.  Elizabeth 
J.  Neall’s  grandfather,  Warner  Mifflin,  was  the  first 
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man  to  "unconditionally  emancipate  his  slaves,  in 
America,”  move  them  from  Maryland  to  Delaware,  buy 
a  farm  and  pay  them  wages  for  working  on  it.  This 
was  before  the  American  Revolution. 

During  the  war,  while  Lord  Howe  was  comfortably 
quartered  in  Philadelphia  and  Washington  uncomfort¬ 
ably  at  Valley  Forge,  Warner  Mifflin  had  a  "concern” 
to  visit  Howe,  to  urge  him  to  embark  with  all  his  army 
and  leave  the  country.  Lord  Howe  received  Mifflin 
courteously,  did  not  take  offence  at  the  Quaker’s  advice, 
nor  at  his  hat,  which,  with  true  Quaker  observance,  he 
did  not  remove  in  Howe’s  presence.  Then  he  passed 
through  Howe’s  lines  and  went  to  see  Washington.  (It 
is  a  wonder  he  was  not  hung  as  a  spy.)  He  urged 
Washington  to  lay  down  his  arms,  disband  his  soldiers, 
and  go  peacefully  about  his  business.  Washington  was 
courteous,  too,  and  there  it  ended. 

In  later  years,  Warner  Mifflin  had  another  “concern” 
which  sent  him  to  Philadelphia  to  nurse  in  an  epidemic 
of  yellow  fever,  which  he  contracted  and  died  from. 
His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Johns  of  Duck  Creek, 
Maryland.  The  daughter  of  this  staunch  believer  in 
peace,  Sarah  Mifflin,  married  Daniel  Neall,  of  Salem, 
Delaware.  They  lived  in  Philadelphia  in  later  years 
and  were  active  in  the  Abolitionist  cause.  Daniel  Neall 
was  president  of  the  Philadelphia  Anti-Slavery  Society 
and  chairman  of  Pennsylvania  Hall,  built  for  the  cause 
of  free  speech,  which  meant  that  there  was  no  other 
building  in  which  Anti-Slavery  meetings  could  be  held. 
The  Hall  was  burned  to  the  ground  by  the  mob  on  the 
first  day  it  was  used. 

Daniel  Neall  presided  at  the  meeting  when  the  mob 
attacked  the  place,  throwing  stones  and  vitriol  in  the 
windows,  and  coming  in  to  break  up  the  meeting.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Neall,  a  girl  of  sixteen,  moved  up  and  sat  down  on 
the  steps  of  the  platform,  to  be  “near  her  father  in  case 
anything  should  happen.” 

Daniel  Neall,  with  Lucretia  Mott  on  one  arm  and 
Mary  Grew  on  the  other,  walked  calmly  down  the 
aisle,  through  the  rioters  and  into  the  street.  The  Hall 
was  burned  to  the  ground,  the  authorities  making  no 
attempt  to  save  it. 

A  few  years  later,  Daniel  Neall,  Lucretia  Mott,  and 
Daniel’s  third  wife,  a  Bunker  of  Nantucket  (and  Nan¬ 
tucket  was  a  quiet  peaceful  spot),  went  down  to 
Smyrna,  near  the  Nealls’  old  homestead  on  a  "religious 
concern.”  They  spent  the  night  with  Quakers  named 
Ortley,  about  a  mile  or  two  out  of  town.  Trouble  must 
have  been  in  the  air,  for  the  Ortley  boys  were  on  the 
lookout  and  soon  came  in  to  report  a  mob  of  men  on 
the  way  from  town.  Believing  in  non-resistance,  every¬ 
body  sat  still  and  waited,  making  no  preparations  for 
defense  or  even  escape  (pretty  hard  on  a  peaceful  Nan¬ 
tucketer.)  The  mob  came,  jammed  my  grandfather’s 
hat  on  his  head  and  took  him  out  and  off. 

The  Ortleys  put  to  the  horses  and  drove  Friend  Lu¬ 
cretia  and  Rebecca  Neall  down  the  road  after  them.  In 
a  convenient  field  the  tar  kettle  was  boiling  merrily 
and  Daniel  Neall  was  tarred  and  feathered,  mercifully 
on  top  of  his  shadbelly  coat,  mounted  on  a  rail  and  rid¬ 
den  into  town.  On  the  Town  Hall  steps  he  made  a  char¬ 
acteristically  pacifist  speech,  and  invited  them  all  to 
come  to  see  him  when  next  they  came  to  Philadelphia. 
Years  after,  the  ring-leader  sent  him  a  message  of  con¬ 
trition  and  apology. 

When  Elizabeth  Neall  later  asked  her  father  how  he 
felt  when  they  jammed  his  hat  down  over  his  eyes,  he 
said  nothing,  but  the  hot,  red  blood  mounted  under  his 
greying  hair,  as  he  closed  his  hand  tight,  noiselessly 
bringing  his  fist  down  on  the  table  beside  him.  His 
sense  of  humor  had  helped  him ;  when  he,  noticing  that 
one  of  the  men  who  carried  the  rail  was  tall,  the  other 
short,  he  worked  himself  toward  the  short  man’s  end 
and  let  him  have  his  full  weight. 

Elizabeth  Neall,  at  eighteen  years,  was  sent  as  a 
delegate  to  the  World’s  Anti-Slavery  Convention  in 
London  in  1840.  She  went  with  the  other  women  dele¬ 
gates  though  she  considered  herself  too  young.  The 
English  delegates  refused  to  receive  the  women  dele¬ 
gates  from  this  country  because  it  was  "contrary  to 
British  usage”  to  have  women  serve  in  that  capacity, 
and  so  these  accredited  delegates  sat  up  in  the  gallery. 
And,  William  Lloyd  Garrison  sat  with  them,  instead  of 
in  the  body  of  the  house,  a  courteous  gesture  to  his 
compatriots  and  coworkers  in  the  cause. 


THE  STILLWELL  FAMILY— Through  the 
courtesy  of  Mrs.  Hetty  M.  (Stillwell)  Lee,  who  is 
prominent  socially  and  in  the  civic  life  of  Glen 
Rock,  New  Jersey,  this  genealogical  review  of  the 
Stillwell  family,  so  much  identified  and  interwoven 


with  the  history  of  Staten  Island,  will  be  of  interest 
to  the  readers  of  this  work. 

The  name  of  Stillwell  had  its  origin  from  the 
springs  or  “wells”  of  water  which  abounded  in 
County  Surrey,  England,  where  early  members  of 
the  Stillwell  family  had  large  estates.  The  name  was 
first  used  to  describe  the  locality,  and  soon  it  was 
applied  as  a  surname  to  the  family  which  was  then 
in  occupancy,  as  early  as  1324. 

The  ancestor  of  the  Stillwells  in  America  was 
Lieutenant  Nicholas  Stillwell,  born  in  Surrey,  Eng¬ 
land,  in  1603,  who  came  to  Virginia  from  Leyden, 
Holland,  about  1638.  A  few  years  later  he  received 
the  appellation  of  “Valiant  Stillwell,”  having  gained 
fame  as  an  Indian  fighter,  and  through  the  part  he 
played  in  the  Virginia  Colony  uprising  of  1644.  He 
migrated  north  to  Manhattan  Island,  1645-46,  bought 
a  house  and  lot  near  Fort  Amsterdam  (now  Beaver 
Street),  but  soon  purchased  a  tobacco  plantation 
further  uptown.  Later  he  joined  the  English  Colony 
at  Gravesend  (now  part  of  Brooklyn,  New  York), 
and  became  a  magistrate  there  from  1649-63,  and  a 
sheriff  of  Long  Island  under  Governor  Stuyvesant. 
He  fought  as  an  officer  in  the  Indian  or  Esopus 
War  in  1663,  thus  becoming  a  lieutenant.  According 
to  record  his  first  wife’s  name  was  Ann,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Lieutenant 
Nicholas  Stillwell  came  to  reside  on  Staten  Island 
toward  the  end  of  his  life,  where  his  death  occurred 
on  December  28,  1671. 

Concerning  Lieutenant  Stillwell’s  Staten  Island 
association,  information  is  gleaned  from  the  records 
contained  within  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  at  St.  George.  He  was  elected  constable 
of  Staten  Island  in  1667.  Several  of  his  children,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  same  records,  were  prominent  in  the 
early  history  of  the  Island.  Richard,  born  in  1634, 
made  the  treaty  with  the  Staten  Island  Indians  in 
1670,  and  was  the  very  first  justice  of  the  Island. 
Ann,  born  in  1643,  married  Nathaniel  Britton  in 
1660;  Ales,  born  in  1645,  married  Samuel  Holmes; 
William,  born  in  1648,  had  a  large  land  grant  in 
1677;  Thomas,  born  in  1651,  married  Martha  Billiou, 
built  the  house  at  No.  1476  Richmond  Road  in  Dun- 
gan  Hills,  known  as  the  Stillwell-Perine  House,  and 
was  a  vestryman,  assessor  and  captain  of  militia; 
Daniel,  born  in  1653,  was  an  overseer  in  1681;  Jere¬ 
miah,  born  in  1655,  the  last  of  the  family,  received 
by  his  father’s  will  in  1671,  “one  Iron  Grey  Mare  of 
about  four  years  old  to  runn  upon  ye  Island  for  his 
use.”  It  will  be  noted  that  their  name  was  linked 
in  marriage  with  other  noted  Island  families  such 
as:  Britton,  Holmes  and  Billiou.  Each  of  these  sons 
and  daughters  had  children  and  grandchildren,  many 
of  whom  remained  on  Staten  Island.  Others  settled 
elsewhere,  among  them  being  Dr.  John  E.  Stillwell, 
who  was  famous  for  his  genealogical  researches.  He 
died  at  his  home,  No.  32  West  Fifty-second  Street, 
New  York  City,  October  6,  1930.  He  had  just  pub¬ 
lished  the  Stillwell  Genealogy.  The  pages  of  “Who’s 
Who”  record  several  more. 

In  addition  to  the  previously  mentioned  seven  chil¬ 
dren  of  Lieutenant  Nicholas  Stillwell,  he  had  a  second 
son  named  Captain  Nicholas  Stillwell,  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  1636,  and  died  in  Gravesend,  Long  Island,  in 
1715.  He  married  (first)  Rebecca  Bayles,  daughter 
of  John  Bayles  of  Jamacia.  Records  state  that  his 
second  wife  was  Catharine  Huyberts,  his  cousin 
(Huyberts  probably  being  Dutch  for  Hubbard). 
He  married  (third)  Elizabeth  Corwin  or  Cornell,  on 
December  3,  1703.  Children:  Nicholas,  Rebecca, 
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Richard,  John,  Ann  Catharine,  Mary,  Elias  and 
Thomas. 

Thomas  Stillwell,  youngest  son  of  Captain  Nicholas 
and  Rebecca  (Bayles)  Stillwell,  was  born  at  Graves¬ 
end,  Long  Island,  May  16,  1688.  He  married  (first), 
in  1709,  Alice  Throckmorton,  and  (second),  in  1753, 
Catrina  Duryea.  The  latter  was  a  daughter  of  Joost 
Der  Je  and  Magdalena  Le  Febre.  Thomas  Stillwell 
became  prominent  in  Kings  County,  being  a  captain 
of  the  County  Militia,  1713-15;  a  major  in  1718;  a 
county  sheriff  and  an  extensive  real  estate  owner. 
He  purchased  a  farm  covering  ninety-three  acres  at 
Yellow  Hook  (Bay  Ridge),  fronting  on  the  bay,  and 
about  1739  obtained  a  grant  from  Governor  Clarke 
for  a  ferry  to  Staten  Island.  During  those  times  the 
ferry  was  the  main  route  of  travel  from  New  York 
to  Philadelphia,  and  in  subsequent  years  was  known 
as  the  Denyse  Denyse  Ferry,  the  person  bearing  this 
cognomen  having  acquired  it  from  the  major.  Major 
Stillwell  was  the  father  of  four  sons:  John,  Thomas, 
Nicholas  and  Christopher  or  Stoffel.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1758  and  he  was  buried  in  Middletown, 
New  Jersey. 

Christopher  Stillwell,  the  representative  of  the 
fourth  generation  of  the  Stillwell  family  in  America, 
was  born  in  Gravesend,  Long  Island,  January  (or 
June),  1 7,  1716,  died  April  15,  1780.  He  purchased 
of  his  father  a  house  and  land  in  Flatlands,  and  was 
one  of  a  group  of  men  to  whom  was  granted  and 
assigned  Flatlands  Bay,  that  they  might  hold  the 
bay  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  town,  its  freeholders 
and  inhabitants.  He  also  possessed  valuable  wood¬ 
land  and  farm  tracts  along  the  bay  front.  His  wife 
was  Lucretia  Clendenning,  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Eva  (Johnson)  Clendenning,  and  their  children: 
Daniel,  Adam,  Eva,  and  Geertie. 

Christopher  Stillwell,  son  of  Christopher  and  Lu¬ 
cretia  (Clendenning)  Stillwell,  was  born  September 
10,  1750,  and  died  March  4,  1831.  He  married  La- 
vinia  De  Groot,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
John,  Christopher,  Thomas,  David,  Charles,  Isaac 
N.,  Jacob,  Henry,  Captain  James,  and  Margaret. 
Lavinia  (DeGroot)  Stillwell  died  July  7,  1827. 

Captain  James  Stillwell,  son  of  Christopher  and 
Lavinia  (De  Groot)  Stillwell,  was  born  at  New 
Utrecht,  Long  Island,  August  9,  1804.  He  became  in 
later  years  a  ferryboat  captain,  resided  on  Staten 
Island  and  commanded  a  boat  plying  between  Staten 
Island  and  Manhattan.  He  also  sailed  boats  in  the 
International  Races.  He  died  in  Clifton,  Staten 
Island,  June  3,  1879,  and  is  buried  in  Silver  Mount 
Cemetery.  He  married,  September  24,  1824,  Hester 
Silva,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Hester  (Taylor) 
Silva,  of  Clifton.  This  Silva  line  linked  in  Staten 
Island  the  names  of  Kingston,  Hillyer,  Taylor,  Lak- 
erman  and  Larjelere.  Children:  Lavinia,  Sarah,  Mar¬ 
garet,  James,  Isabella,  Hester,  Cecelia,  Richard 
Silva,  Mary  Virginia,  Fanny  and  Anna  J. 

In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the 
Silva  family  were  of  comparatively  old  Staten  Island 
stock,  first  mention  of  the  name  being  recorded  in 
Richmond  County,  when  Joseph  Silva  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Kingston,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  King¬ 
ston.  Family  tradition  has  it  that  Silvas  or  de  Silvas 
were  originally  from  Portugal,  Joseph  Silva,  the  pro¬ 
genitor,  having  left  his  native  land  for  America  and 
settled  on  Staten  Island  in  early  times.  Richard 
Silva,  father  of  Mrs.  James  Stillwell,  was  a  farmer, 
fisherman,  and  inn-keeper,  residing  in  the  old  town  of 
Southfield.  He  operated  the  Cliff  House  at  Silvaton 
(so-called  in  his  will),  near  Fort  Wadsworth,  where 
Mrs.  Stillwell  was  born  in  1807. 


Captain  Richard  S.  Stillwell,  son  of  Captain  James 
and  Hester  (Silva)  Stillwell,  was  born  in  Clifton, 
Staten  Island,  January  28,  1840;  died  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  December  18,  1916,  being  buried  in  Sil¬ 
ver  Mount  Cemetery.  He  marribd,  in  New  York, 
March  3,  1863,  Julia  Isabel  Hobbs,  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Lord  and  Mary  Ann  (Graham)  Hobbs,  of  early 
New  England  Colonial  ancestry.  Richard  S.  Stillwell 
was  a  member  of  the  United  States  Harbor  Pilots  and 
Masters  Association,  and  attained  the  title  of  Cap¬ 
tain.  For  forty  years  he  was  a  pilot  on  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  and  Roosevelt  Street,  Manhattan  Ferry,  while 
for  a  quarter  century  the  family  resided  in  their  own 
home  at  No.  267  Hooper  Street,  Brooklyn.  Children: 
Florence  Isabell,  died  in  infancy;  James,  died  at  the 
age  of  seven;  Ralph  Irvine,  born  at  Clifton,  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1867,  died  May  6,  1904,  married  on  April  25, 
1894,  Ella  Augusta  Ficken,  daughter  of  Martin  C. 
and  Frances  (Honniger)  Ficken.  Martin  C.  Ficken 
served  in  the  Civil  War  with  Troop  L,  6th  New 
York  Cavalry;  their  son,  Richard  Silva,  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  on  October  17,  1895,  married,  in  July,  1924, 
Beatrice  Laure  Jackson,  of  Brooklyn,  in  Saint  Bar¬ 
tholomew’s  Episcopal  Church,  Brooklyn;  he  enlisted 
the  first  week  of  the  World  War  in  the  1st  Cavalry, 
Camp  Wadsworth,  and  had  ten  months’  foreign  serv¬ 
ice  with  Company  A,  104th  Machine  Gun  Batallion. 
Hetty  May,  of  whom  further.  Lottie  Louise  was 
born  in  Brooklyn,  August  25,  1880.  She  married 
(first),  in  Brooklyn,  in  January,  1898,  Alfred  M.  Day, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Helen  Isabell,  born  March 
1,  1899,  who  married  Oliver  F.  Patterson,  of  Hemp¬ 
stead,  Long  Island,  June  9,  1923,  and  they  have  a 
son,  Oliver  F.  Patterson,  Jr.,  born  October  12,  1927. 
Lottie  Louise  Stillwell  married  (second)  Leo  Pat¬ 
terson,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  her  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  New  York,  May  24,  1921. 

Hetty  May  Stillwell,  daughter  of  Captain  Richard 
S.  and  Julia  Isabel  (Hobbs)  Stillwell,  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  October  31,  1876,  and  confirmed 
in  Calvary  Episcopal  Church,  Brooklyn.  She  received 
her  early  education  in  the  Brooklyn  public  schools  and 
high  school,  after  which  she  took  a  course  in  business 
training  in  order  to  prepare  for  a  professional  secre¬ 
tarial  career.  For  fifteen  years  she  acted  as  secre¬ 
tary,  director  and  general  manager  of  the  Maltzyme 
Company,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  until  this  con¬ 
cern  was  absorbed  by  other  interests.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Brooklyn  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Society 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  and  is  chairman 
of  the  Business  and  Professional  Women’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Woman’s  Club  of  Ridgewood,  New 
Jersey.  She  is  also  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Glen  Rock,  New  Jersey.  By  profession 
she  is  a  real  estate  operator  with  offices  at  No.  69 
North  Broad  Street,  Ridgewood,  New  Jersey. 

Hetty  May  Stillwell  married,  November  x,  1897, 
Lester  Cecil  Lee,  of  early  New  England  ancestry, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev.  A.  H. 
Wyatt,  pastor  of  the  South  Third  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  Mr.  Lee 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  September  7,  1875,  and  died 
May  16,  1908.  He  is  buried  in  Silver  Mount  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Staten  Island.  By  occupation  he  was  a  ribbon 
sales-manager,  being  associated  with  the  firm  of  Cor¬ 
bett  Brothers,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  were 
the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Irma  Celeste,  born  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  December  17,  1898.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  February  23,  1925,  Charles  Edward  Kelly,  son 
of  Francis  P.  and  Winifred  (Collins)  Kelly,  of 
Jamaica,  Long  Island,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
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at  St.  Ann’s  Episcopal  Church,  Brooklyn  Heights, 
by  Rev.  Frank  W.  Creighton,  now  Bishop  of  Mexico. 
Charles  Edward  Kelly  attended  the  Machine  Gun 
Training  School  at  Camp  Hancock,  Augusta, 
Georgia;  he  saw  nine  months’  service  during  the 
World  War.  Mrs.  Kelly  is  a  member  of  Phi  Mu 
Fraternity,  Psi  Chapter,  of  Adelphi  College,  Long 
Island. 

Mrs.  Hetty  May  (Stillwell)  Lee  resides  at  No.  io 
Cumberland  Road,  Glen  Rock,  New  Jersey. 

Mrs.  Lee  was  appointed  to  a  position  on  the  Zon¬ 
ing  Board,  and  we  quote  herewith  articles  taken 
from  the  Glen  Rock  “Record”  in  regard  thereto: 

Mrs.  Hetty  Lee  of  10  Cumberland  Road  was  appointed 
at  Monday  night’s  Council  meeting  by  Mayor  Smith 
to  the  vacant  position  on  the  Zoning  Board  left  when 
W.  P.  Dolan  resigned  recently.  Mrs.  Lee  is  a  business 
woman  and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  local  build¬ 
ing  conditions,  as  she  is  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
the  office  of  Warren  Allabough  in  Ridgewood.  (Glen 
Rock  "Record,”  Thursday,  April  26,  1928). 

Editorial :  The  action  of  Mayor  Smith  in  appointing 
Mrs.  Lee  to  the  Zoning  Board  is  of  unusual  interest  in¬ 
asmuch  as  she  is  the  first  woman  appointee  to  any 
municipal  board  in  the  history  of  the  Borough.  Women 
members  on  the  Board  of  Education  have,  of  course, 
served  with  distinction  for  some  years  past,  but  the 
public  has  always  regarded  school  affairs  as  more  in 
woman’s  province  than  municipal  administration.  Com¬ 
ing  as  it  does  just  when  the  Glen  Rock  Woman’s  Club 
is  interested  in  the  question  of  whether  women  may 
not  profitably  occupy  executive  positions  in  borough 
organizations  and  committees,  the  Mayor’s  move  will 
be  welcomed  by  practically  all  feminine  Glen  Rockers 
and  by  many  of  the  more  progressive  voters  of  the  so- 
called  sterner  sex  as  well.  (Glen  Rock  “Record,”  April 
26,  1928.) 


LOUIS  WILLIAM  DEJONGE— During  the 
years  of  industrial  development  on  Staten  Island,  a 
period  embracing  the  nineteenth  and  the  fore-part  of 
the  present  centuries,  one  of  our  local  concerns  of 
especial  interest  to  us  in  this  review,  has  attained 
country-wide  recognition,  both  from  the  novelty  of 
its  product  and  from  its  widely-extensive  distribution. 
The  Dejonge  paper  factory  established  approxi¬ 
mately  eight  decades  ago,  has  become  a  conspicuous 
factor  in  our  industrial  life.  The  late  Louis  W.  De¬ 
jonge,  who  latterly  took  over  the  management  of  the 
company,  was  extremely  active  in  the  consolidation 
of  the  business  founded  by  his  father,  Louis  Dejonge, 
and  his  uncle,  Julius  Dejonge. 

The  Dejonge  family  is  of  German  lineage,  seated 
in  an  earlier  generation  in  the  province  of  Hessen, 
Germany.  As  a  general  rule  members  of  the  family 
followed  professional  or  mercantile  careers,  though 
certain  of  their  number  were  agriculturists  and 
craftsmen. 

Louis  Dejonge,  the  elder,  was  born  about  1828  in 
Offenbach,  near  Frankfort.  At  the  age  of  twenty, 
after  obtaining  his  education  in  his  native  land  and 
learning  there  the  art  of  paper  coating,  he  set  sail 
for  the  United  States.  Upon  arriving  in  New  York 
he  decided  to  remain  in  the  city,  pursue  a  trade  and 
at  a  later  date,  if  favored  by  a  kindly  fortune,  he 
hoped  to  found  a  business  of  his  own.  An  elder 
brother,  Julius,  however,  had  already  established  a 
small  paper  coating  factory  on  Staten  Island  and  the 
younger  man  immediately  joined  him. 

Thus  the  Dejonge  brothers  began  the  first  factory 
for  the  surfacing  of  coated  papers  in  the  United 
States,  their  sales  office  being  in  downtown  New 
York.  Together  they  carried  on  the  business,  Julius 
managing  the  production  end  of  the  business  and 
Louis  controlling  the  financial  and  executive  affairs. 


The  first  factory  was  a  three-story  building,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  feet  by  thirty  feet  with  a 
twelve  horse  power  engine  for  motive  power.  From 
that  early  beginning  to  the  present  day  the  general 
history  of  their  enterprise  is  one  embracing  a  steady, 
progressive  growth,  fraught  with  unusual  foresight 
and  ambition  on  the  part  of  its  administrative  heads. 
By  the  end  of  the  Civil  War  the  critical  period  in  the 
concern’s  development  had  been  safely  weathered 
and  additions  were  made  to  the  factory. 

A  Staten  Island  industrial  booklet,  published  in 
1888,  which  dealt  with  our  leading  firms,  those  of  a 
business  and  manufacturing  nature,  carried  a  descrip¬ 
tive  account  of  the  Dejonge  paper  factory,  part  of 
which  is  hereby  quoted.  “The  company  acts  as  im¬ 
porters  and  manufacturers  of  stained  and  fancy 
papers  of  every  description.  Their  executive  offices 
are  at  71  and  73  Duane  Street,  New  York.  At  the 
present  time  the  plant  comprises  six  different  build¬ 
ings,  the  main  one  being  about  four  hundred  by  sixty 
feet  and  four  stories  high.  The  steam  force  used 
amounts  in  aggregate,  to  three  hundred  horse  power. 
Normally  two  hundred  and  fifty  hands  are  employed 
here  and  the  average  amount  of  paper  coated  daily 
is  six  tons.  Every  variety  of  stained  and  fancy  papers 
used  for  lithographic  printing,  book  linings,  trunk 
linings,  box  coverings  and  for  many  other  such  pur¬ 
poses  is  manufactured.  The  year’s  product  embraces 
many  thousand  reams  of  paper  consisting  of  many 
thousand  styles  and  patterns,  being  of  all  sizes  and 
weight.  The  factory  buildings  are  located  on  high 
ground  about  a  mile  inland  from  the  shore  at  Tomp- 
kinsville  on  the  south  side  of  Richmond  Turnpike 
(now  Victory  Boulevard).  The  site  overlooks  the 
bay.  Members  of  the  firm  are  Louis  Dejonge, 
Charles  F.  Zentgraf  and  Louis  W.  Dejonge,  all  of 
whom  in  the  capacity  of  individuals  take  a  real  and 
practical  interest  in  the  growth  and  development  of 
Staten  Island.”  The  foregoing  account  therefore 
gives  an  accurate  indication  of  the  importance  of  the 
business,  although  the  term,  “Manufacturers,”  is  mis¬ 
leading;  viz.,  this  company  are  processors  of  paper 
and  not  manufacturers. 

As  time  went  on  newer  and  more  modern  machin¬ 
ery  was  added  to  the  plant.  Its  management  also  fell 
largely  to  the  care  of  another  generation,  for  both 
Louis  and  Julius  Dejonge  had  retired,  though  not 
before  they  had  made  sufficient  preparation  for  the 
firm’s  continuance.  Louis  Dejonge  had  married, 
while  living  in  New  York,  Celestine  Arras,  born  in 
this  country,  of  French  parentage.  By  this  union 
three  sons  and  four  daughters  were  born:  1.  Amelia, 
the  eldest,  married  Charles  F.  Zentgraf,  both  now 
deceased.  The  latter  became  an  official  of  the  De¬ 
jonge  Company.  2.  Celestine,  became  the  wife  of 
Louis  Stroh,  both  deceased.  3.  Louis  W.,  of  further 
mention.  4.  Eugenia  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Paul 
Krause.  5.  Emil  is  an  official  of  the  Dejonge  Com¬ 
pany  and  a  resident  of  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts.  6. 
Clara,  married  Frank  Poel  of  Manhattan.  7.  Alfred 
is  associated  with  the  Dejonge  interests  in  the  New 
York  offices. 

Louis  W.  Dejonge  was  born  June  10,  1858,  on 
Staten  Island  and  received  a  sound  academic  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  local  schools,  after  which  he  went  to 
Frankfort  for  further  study.  This  learning  was  sup¬ 
plemented  by  a  practical  business  training  through 
his  father’s  tutelage.  At  a  comparatively  early  age 
he  entered  the  Dejonge  paper  factory  and  was  re¬ 
quired  to  learn  the  business  from  its  very  foundation. 
He  mastered  these  details  quickly,  was  later  admitted 
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to  the  personnel  of  the  firm  and  upon  the  retirement 
of  his  father  and  uncle  took  over  the  active  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  concern  together  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Charles  F.  Zentgraf,  whose  knowledge  of  paper¬ 
coating  had  been  derived  from  a  long  association 
with  the  business.  Gradually  they  began  to  develop 
a  large  and  sustained  trade  for  their  coated,  colored, 
printed  and  embossed  papers  which  were  in  demand 
by  various  commercial  houses.  At  length  the  factory 
at  Tompkinsville  was  abandoned  and  a  new  spacious 
and  monumental  building  equipped  with  up-to-date 
machinery  was  erected  at  Tompkins  and  Simonson 
avenues,  Clifton.  Safety  appliances  and  improved 
sanitary  conditions  were  installed.  Thus  more  suit¬ 
able  working  conditions  were  made  possible,  the 
plant  became  more  centralized  and  provisions  were 
readily  made  for  rail  transportation  and  distribution 
of  the  finished  paper  product.  The  company  also 
sought  to  encourage  its  workers  to  become  good  cit¬ 
izens  and  for  several  years  Americanization  and  Eng¬ 
lish  classes  were  conducted  under  competent  in¬ 
structors. 

The  latter  part  of  Louis  W.  Dejonge’s  life  had  been 
the  most  active  and  productive  of  his  career.  The 
large,  flourishing  factory  that  he  managed  so  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  which  has  grown  to  importance  in  the 
industrial  make-up  of  Staten  Island,  serves  as  a 
memorial  to  the  careers  of  his  father,  uncle  and  co¬ 
workers,  as  well  as  to  himself.  In  his  passing,  which 
occurred  on  February  28,  19x3,  this  borough  suffered 
the  loss  of  one  who  in  addition  to  having  been  influ¬ 
ential  in  our  industrial  advancement,  was  revered  for 
his  commendable  career,  characterized  as  it  was  by 
a  deep  affection  for  Staten  Island  and  a  willingness 
to  labor  in  its  behalf. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Dejonge’s  business  interests, 
which  naturally  demanded  careful  consideration,  his 
support  of  religious,  social  and  public  movements 
attracted  a  fair  share  of  his  attention.  He  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank  and  the 
Tompkinsville  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  aided 
the  work  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  was  a  trustee 
of  the  Staten  Island  Academy,  was  identified  with  the 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church  of  Stapleton  and  held  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Dejonge  had  married,  on  February  9,  1892, 
Anna  Ruckgaber,  daughter  of  Max  and  Emma 
(Goepel)  Ruckgaber  of  Brooklyn,  and  they  took  up 
their  residence  at  the  former  McNamee  place,  377 
St.  Paul’s  Avenue,  Stapleton.  Mrs.  Dejonge  is 
affiliated  with  the  Richmond  Club  and  the  Richmond 
County  Country  Club  by  virtue  of  her  late  husband’s 
membership.  She  is  a  past  member  of  the  Board  of 
Visiting  Nurses’  Association  and  identified  with  the 
board  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Day  Nursery,  the  Staten  Island  Diet  Kitchen 
Association  and  the  Staten  Island  Social  Service, 
Incorporated.  She  is  also  interested  in  the  Rottberg 
Orphan  School  in  Mount  Vernon. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dejonge  had  four  children.  Their 
eldest  son,  Arthur,  was  born  November  25,  1892, 
was  graduated  from  Staten  Island  Academy,  but 
when  in  his  freshman  year  in  Harvard  College  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  an  attack  of  pneumonia.  Their  three 
daughters  likewise  attended  and  received  graduation 
diplomas  from  Staten  Island  Academy.  Louise  is 
now  Mrs.  Percy  Kuttroff  and  lives  in  New  York. 
Alice,  who  received  a  degree  from  Vassar  College 
in  1923,  is  now  living  with  her  mother.  Gertrude  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  William  von  Fuerer  of  Munich, 
Germany,  and  has  one  son,  Louis  Dejonge  Fuerer. 


Mrs.  Dejonge  resides  at  No.  377  St.  Paul’s  Avenue, 
Stapleton. 


GEORGE  L.  NICHOL — Numbered  among  the 
residents  of  Staten  Island  there  have  been  citizens 
whose  zealous  support  and  solicitude  for  the  welfare 
of  our  borough  has  been  responsible  for  its  material 
advancement.  An  example  of  such  work,  which  dur¬ 
ing  long  years  of  service  had  become  mote  and  more 
noticeable  through  its  success,  is  evidenced  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  career  of  the  late  George  L.  Nichol  of  Tompkins¬ 
ville.  He  was  one  of  the  staff  of  men  who  contributed 
to  the  administration  of  the  George  Cromwell  presi¬ 
dency  in  the  formative  period  of  the  history  of  this 
borough. 

The  birth  of  George  L.  Nichol,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Ann  (Warwick)  Nichol,  occurred  October  6, 
i860,  in  Manhattan,  District  of  Harlem.  His  grand¬ 
father,  James  Nichol,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  was 
an  officer  in  the  famous  “Black  Watch,”  the  Scottish 
regiment  that  performed  valiantly  in  the  battle  of 
Waterloo.  James  Nichol  had  fought  in  practically  all 
previous  military  engagements  in  this  war,  which 
marked  the  downfall  of  the  Napoleonic  dynasty  and 
the  success  of  the  Allied  cause.  His  leader  was  the 
Iron  Duke  of  Wellington,  stern  disciplinarian,  who 
tolerated  no  timid  soldiery  within  the  ranks  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers  and  who  was  especially  proud  of  the  courage 
of  the  “Black  Watch.”  After  he  was  mustered  out  of 
service  at  the  close  of  the  war,  James  Nichol  took  up 
his  residence  in  Liverpool,  where  he  had  previously 
dwelt. 

John  Nichol,  the  father  of  our  late  Staten  Island 
resident,  was  born  in  Liverpool  in  the  early  1800’s. 
After  receiving  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
city  he  became  employed  in  the  tobacco  trade,  as  a 
cigar-maker,  and  serving  a  short  apprenticeship,  he 
established  a  shop  of  his  own,  which  he  conducted 
successfully  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  1847,  however,  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in 
another  country,  his  choice  of  destination  being  the 
United  States.  Consequently,  he  set  sail  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  friends  in  a  small  ship  and  reached  this  country 
after  a  hazardous  forty-two  day  journey.  Arriving 
here,  he  first  made  his  home  in  Georgia,  but  later  re¬ 
moved  to  Pennsylvania  and  ultimately  to  New  York, 
where  he  became  once  more  engaged  in  the  cigar  busi¬ 
ness,  as  a  manufacturer. 

John  Nichol  removed  to  Staten  Island  in  1865. 
Three  years  previously  he  had  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Civil  War  but  had  not  been  called  to  the  battle 
front.  Subsequently,  however,  he  responded  to  a  call 
for  aid  in  the  breaking  up  of  the  so-called  Colored 
Riots.  He  lived  in  this  county  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  still  pursuing  his  business  as  a  cigar  manu¬ 
facturer,  with  headquarters  in  Harlem.  He  was  a  man 
of  industry  and  executive  ability  who  was  seldom 
interested  in  politics  or  public  office  and  never  aspired 
to  membership  in  a  fraternal  order.  His  death  came  in 
1880,  and  thus  he  survived  his  wife  by  three  years. 
Both  are  buried  in  Graniteville.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  George  L.  Nichol,  of  further 
mention,  was  one.  The  only  one  of  the  ten  now  living 
is  Alfred,  who  resides  on  Staten  Island. 

George  L.  Nichol  was  brought  to  Staten  Island  from 
Manhattan  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Following  his  edu¬ 
cation,  which  was  obtained  successively  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  and  West  New  Brighton  public  schools,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  preparatory  school  training  received  in  Man¬ 
hattan,  he  secured  employment  from  1898  to  1905  as  a 
special  officer  of  the  town  of  Castleton.  For  a  time  he 
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had  also  been  apprenticed  to  the  stone-cutting  trade, 
but  wished  rather  to  enter  the  political  field  than  fol¬ 
low  such  occupation. 

From  1905  to  1911  Mr.  Nichol  was  State  Excise 
Commissioner  for  the  county  of  Richmond  and  at 
another  time  served  in  a  Federal  capacity.  In  1911  he 
received  appointment  as  postmaster  at  West  New 
Brighton,  a  position  he  held  to  1912,  when  he  was  des¬ 
ignated  to  the  post  of  chief  clerk  of  the  Public  Health 
Service  at  Quarantine.  He  was  engaged  in  this  service 
up  to  his  death,  though  the  pursuance  of  his  more 
active  duties  was  halted  by  illness  during  the  last  few 
months  of  life. 

Mr.  Nichol,  who  at  the  time  of  his  demise  was  a 
ward  leader  and  the  oldest  member  of  the  Republican 
organization  in  Richmond  County,  was  identified  with 
the  work  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  for 
forty-five  years.  Since  1908  he  had  held  the  position 
of  ward  leader  and  was  a  member  of  the  Republican 
Executive  Council.  Under  the  long  local  Republican 
administration  led  by  George  Cromwell  as  Borough 
President,  Mr.  Nichol  was  one  of  Mr.  Cromwell’s 
staunchest  advisors  and  a  leading  factor  in  the  bor¬ 
ough  government.  He  was  also  a  strong  supporter  of 
Hugh  McRoberts,  who  headed  the  Republican  organ¬ 
ization  in  this  borough  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Nichol  served  in  1911  and  1912  as  Richmond 
County  chairman  but  never  sought  nor  held  elective 
office.  During  the  latter  part  of  1928,  in  October, 
while  enjoying  a  respite  from  the  serious  illness  which 
attacked  him  earlier  in  that  year,  a  testimonial  dinner 
was  held  in  his  honor  by  members  of  the  George 
Cromwell  Republican  Club.  The  dinner,  which  was 
also  in  the  nature  of  an  annual  Cromwell  Club  ban¬ 
quet,  was  without  doubt  the  largest  ever  given  on 
Staten  Island,  and  was  attended  not  only  by  persons 
of  prominence  in  Republican  circles  throughout  the 
borough  but  also  by  men  of  both  state-wide  and  na¬ 
tional  repute.  Handsomely  framed  photographs  of 
the  man  who  had  given  unsparingly  of  his  time  and 
energy  to  the  Republican  cause  in  Richmond  County 
were  presented  to  the  guests.  On  this  occasion  his 
ability  as  an  organizer,  leader  and  worker  within  the 
party  was  extolled  and  his  solicitude  for  the  welfare 
of  Staten  Island  greatly  admired. 

Mr.  Nichol  was  also  identified  prominently  with 
several  other  organizations  throughout  the  Island  and 
with  a  number  of  civic  bodies.  He  was  greatly  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  history  of  this  territory  and  the  connection 
of  his  family  with  recent  developments  here. 

George  L.  Nichol  married  (first),  on  June  27,  1883, 
Rosabelle  Long  (now  deceased),  a  daughter  of  Florian 
and  Martha  (Stevens)  Long.  To  this  union  two 
daughters  and  two  sons  were  born:  1.  Bertie,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Harold,  who  is  superintendent  of  motor 
transportation  for  the  Staten  Island  Edison  Corpora¬ 
tion.  3.  Florence,  now  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Meier,  of  West- 
erleigh.  4.  Norman,  who  is  an  importer  and  exporter 
by  calling,  being  the  manager  of  N.  Nichol,  Incorpo¬ 
rated,  New  York  City.  He  is  particularly  active  in 
the  Republican  party  in  this  borough  and  is  a  past 
president  of  the  George  Cromwell  Club.  George  L. 
Nichol  married  (second)  Jeannette  Long,  daughter  of 
William  and  Emilie  (Smith)  Long,  of  New  York 
City,  the  ceremony  taking  place  on  July  6,  1921.  Mrs. 
Nichol  survives  her  husband. 

Mr.  Nichol’s  death  occurred  at  his  home,  No.  42 
Chester  Place,  Tompkinsville,  on  January  24,  1929, 
after  a  year’s  illness.  Leaders  of  the  Republican  party, 
including  committeemen  from  every  ward,  and  men 
generally  prominent  in  public  and  political  life,  at¬ 


tended  the  funeral  which  was  held  from  his  late  resi¬ 
dence.  The  services  were  performed  by  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Pott,  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  at  Clif¬ 
ton,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  F.  L.  Frost,  rector  of  St. 
Mary’s  Episcopal  Church,  West  New  Brighton.  In¬ 
terment  followed  in  Moravian  Cemetery. 


GEORGE  HENRY  TREDWELL— Staten  Island 
has  been  fortunate  in  the  addition  to  its  growing 
population  of  many  families  whose  capacity  for  tech¬ 
nical  occupations  has  materially  assisted  in  its  indus¬ 
trial  development.  Some  have  brought  as  well,  the 
lustre  of  a  distinguished  lineage,  and,  entering  many 
fields  of  the  civic  life  of  the  community,  have  con¬ 
tinued  here  the  service  rendered  elsewhere  by  their 
ancestors.  An  example  of  such  families  is  found  in 
the  story  of  the  Tredwells. 

Edward  Treadwell  (the  surname  being  later  mo  - 
fied  to  its  present  f6rm  Tredwell)  was  a  pioneer  u 
Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  in  1637,  having  come,  prob¬ 
ably,  from  Kent,  England.  He  died  in  Huntington, 
Long  Island,  in  1660,  having  lived,  in  the  interval,  at 
Branford,  Connecticut.  The  history  of  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  his  son,  John  Tredwell,  born  in  1664,  was 
published  by  William  A.  Robbins,  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society, 
in  1911 ;  from  it  the  following  line  of  descent  to  the 
Staten  Island  family  is  extracted. 

John  Tredwell,  1644  to  1712,  lived  at  Hempstead, 
Long  Island,  where  he  was  assessor,  collector,  con¬ 
stable,  overseer,  surveyor  of  highways,  justice  of 
Court  of  Sessions,  and  a  planter. 

Thomas  Tredwell,  son  of  John,  also  resided  on 
Long  Island,  where  he  died  in  1722.  He  continued  the 
occupation  of  his  father  and  was  also  a  captain  of 
militia,  and  warden  of  St.  George’s  Church,  Hemp¬ 
stead. 

In  the  next  generation,  Samuel  Tredwell,  son  of 
Thomas,  described  as  “yeoman”  and  “gentleman” 
moved  to  Westchester  County.  He  was  born  about 
1702  and  died  in  1748,  having  occupied  many  local 
and  church  offices  in  Rye  and  White  Plains.  His  son, 
Samuel,  born  1739  and  died  1803,  continued  the  oc¬ 
cupations  of  his  ancestors.  During  the  Revolution, 
his  dwelling  became  the  headquarters  of  Lord  Howe 
when  the  British  Army  lay  encamped  in  the  vicinity. 

John  Augustus  Tredwell,  born  1773  and  died  1799, 
served  his  country  as  ensign  and  lieutenant  of  militia 
during  his  brief  life,  and  left  a  son,  Samuel  John,  to 
continue  the  line. 

Samuel  John  Tredwell,  born  at  Rye  in  1793,  altered 
the  family  traditions  in  leaving  Westchester  for  Man¬ 
hattan  (now  New  York  City),  and  in  abandoning  the 
agricultural  occupation.  His  son,  Abram  Hatfield, 
brought  the  family  to  Staten  Island. 

Abram  Hatfield  Tredwell,  born  about  one  hundred 
years  ago  in  White  Plains,  became  foreman  at  the 
Jewett  White  Lead  Company  in  Port  Richmond.  This 
enterprise  was  established  in  1842  by  John  Jewett  & 
Sons  and,  with  various  changes  in  title,  is  still  in 
operation.  Abram  Hatfield  Tredwell  married  (first) 
Catherine  Howell,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Charles 
and  William.  His  second  wife  was  Catherine  A. 
Moore,  who  became  the  mother  of  George  Henry 
Tredwell.  Abram  H.  Tredwell  was  treasurer  of  Con¬ 
tinental  Council^  No.  27,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  in  1882.  He 
was  also  fire  chief  of  old  engine  company  No.  1  and 
served  for  many  years  as  elder  in  the  Reformed 
Church. 

George  H.  Tredwell  was  born  November  1,  1856, 
in  Port  Richmond.  After  preliminary  education,  he 
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became  an  engraver  and  as  such  we  find  his  name  in 
the  directories  of  1882,  1893,  and  1897.  He  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  as 
chief  engraver.  During  these  years  he  was  interested 
in  Masonry,  becoming  Past  Master  of  Richmond 
Lodge,  No.  66,  and  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
of  Staten  Island.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  vol¬ 
unteer  North  Shore  Fire  Department  which  had  been 
chartered  in  1875.  Up  to  its  consolidation  in  1898 
he  was  clerk  of  the  village  of  Port  Richmond,  suc¬ 
ceeding  DeWitt  Stafford  in  that  office.  In  his  later 
life  he  became  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  North- 
field  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  cashier  and 
manager  of  the  Richmond  County  Savings  Bank, 
which  position  he  occupied  until  his  demise  on  Jan¬ 
uary  30,  1926.  Besides  these  business  associations, 
Mr.  Tredwell  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Rotary  Club,  Staten  Island  Club, 
Kill  von  Kull  Yacht  Club,  and  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  He  was  an  attendant 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  Port  Richmond. 
The  local  newspaper,  “The  Staten  Islander,”  edi¬ 
torially  described  him  as  “a  citizen  of  rare  worth, 
busy  in  many  ways  that  the  people  in  general  did  not 
know  of,  kind  and  charitable,  and  personally  lovable 
as  well  as  respected  in  an  unusual  degree.”  Because 
of  his  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Richmond 
County  Savings  Bank  a  bronze  tablet  to  the  memory 
of  Mr.  Tredwell  was  placed  in  the  bank  lobby  by 
courtesy  of  the  trustees. 

Having  evinced  a  generous  interest  in  Staten 
Island,  its  history,  and  its  important  landmarks  in 
particular,  Mr.  Tredwell  spent  much  time  taking 
photographs  of  its  old  homesteads.  He  made  a  thor¬ 
ough  and  painstaking  collection  of  these  and  incor¬ 
porated  them  into  a  book  published  in  1899  and  named 
appropriately,  “Two  Hundred  Years  on  Staten 
Island.”  Homesteads  built  by  pioneer  members  of  the 
Crocheron,  Flake,  Cole,  Simonson,  Mersereau,  Latour- 
ette,  and  numerous  other  families  are  therein  pictured. 
Of  exceptional  beauty  and  clarity,  the  views  serve  to 
conjure  memories  of  early  family  life  and  picture  the 
handiwork  of  our  forebears  through  whose  courage 
and  foresight  the  foundation  for  a  wholesome  home 
life  was  laid.  A  vein  of  humor,  light  in  essence  and 
entirely  characteristic  of  the  author,  serves  to  em¬ 
bellish  such  descriptive  passages  as  are  contained  in 
Mr.  Tredwell’s  book.  It  is  without  doubt  a  distinc¬ 
tive  contribution  to  Staten  Island  literature.  Mrs. 
Tredwell  is  now  in  possession  of  the  plates  from 
which  her  husband  made  these  pictures. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  Mr.  Tredwell’s  birth 
occurred  in  the  family  homestead  at  No.  hi  Tread¬ 
well  Avenue,  Port  Richmond  (then  known  as  Lafay¬ 
ette  Avenue).  He  lived  at  this  address  to  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  when  he  built  a  new  residence  next 
door,  and  he  and  his  wife  moved  into  the  new  domi¬ 
cile,  No.  _i  15  Treadwell  Avenue.  Here  Mrs.  Tred¬ 
well  continues  to  reside. 

George  H.  Tredwell’s  marriage  occurred  on  No¬ 
vember  3,  1880,  to  Ruth  M.  Scott,  daughter  of 
Andrew  McD.  and  Ruth  (Humphrey)  Scott.  Mr. 
Scott  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1824  and 
Mrs.  Scott  in  Manchester,  England,  in  1826.  Mr. 
Scott,  after  settling  first  in  Boston,  came  to  Staten 
Island  about  1868,  where  he  was  connected  for  many 
years  with  the  Jewett  Oil  Mill. 

Mrs.  Tredwell,  like  her  husband,  has  been  promi¬ 
nent  in  church  and  philanthropic  activities.  She  has 
been  chairman  for  more  than  twenty  years  of  the 
Ladies’  Auxiliary  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  a 


charter  member  and  past  president  of  the  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  Day  Nursery,  chairman  of  the  Port  Richmond 
Branch  of  the  American  Red  Cross  during  the  World 
War,  a  member  of  the  Port  Richmond  Woman’s 
Club,  and  other  kindred  organizations. 

Three  daughters  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tred¬ 
well :  1.  Ruth  Scott,  born  August  13,  1881,  who 

with  her  husband,  Dr.  Frederick  Berg,  D.  D.,  Ph.  D., 
pastor  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Flatbush, 
Brooklyn,  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Tred¬ 
well  K.,  who  married  on  November  11,  1930,  Eleanor 
B.  Folger,  of  Garden  City,  Long  Island;  J.  Frederick, 
Jr.,  and  Ruth  Mary.  2.  Grace  Marie,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  1883,  is  now  Mrs.  Rudolph  Merrell,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children,  George  Azel,  and  Elizabeth 
V.  3.  Katharine  Elizabeth,  born  February  18,  1888, 
married  Alfred  A.  Butler,  prominent  musician  of 
Los  Angeles,  California. 


STATEN  ISLAND  ADVANCE— As  a  molder 
of  public  opinion,  as  a  constant  advocate  of  civic  im¬ 
provement  and  a  portrayer  of  important  events  that 
are  taking  place  in  many  sections  of  the  country,  the 
daily  newspaper  of  current  times  is  a  far-reaching 
factor.  Here  in  Richmond  Borough,  for  example,  the 
history  of  “The  Staten  Island  Advance”  has  been 
marked  by  its  steady,  systematic  growth  from  a  rela¬ 
tively  small  and  unwieldy  weekly  paper  to  its  present 
status,  that  of  an  influential  daily  journal  dedicated 
to  the  extensive  covering  of  news  of  various  descrip¬ 
tions  that  is  of  importance  and  interest  to  the  residents 
of  Staten  Island.  The  “Advance”  has  withstood  a 
rigorous  competition  in  Metropolitan  New  York  and 
is  now  the  only  daily  news  publication  printed  on  the 
Island. 

The  founding  of  this  newspaper  was  fraught  with 
considerable  labor  and  resourcefulness,  for  the  early 
days  of  its  existence  gave  its  establishers  full  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  use  of  the  wisdom  and  foresight  which 
they  had  acquired.  The  summer  of  1885  was  the  time 
when  “The  Richmond  County  Advance,”  as  it  was 
then  called,  was  actually  launched,  for  it  was  then  that 
John  Crawford,  a  resident  of  Manor  Road,  West 
Brighton,  formulated  plans  for  its  inception. 

The  birthplace  of  the  father  of  “The  Advance”  was 
County  Cavan,  Ireland,  where  he  was  born  in  1857. 
One  of  a  family  of  eight  children  of  John  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Elliott)  Crawford,  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
America  in  1865,  landed  at  Castle  Garden  and  sub¬ 
sequently  crossed  the  Bay  to  Staten  Island.  The  elder 
Crawford  built  a  home  in  Clove  Road,  at  Martling’s 
Lane,  West  Brighton,  and  his  children  attended  the 
district  school  in  that  village.  At  the  age  of  twelve, 
young  John  Crawford  went  to  work  as  a  printer’s 
devil  in  the  office  of  the  “Advocate,”  North  Shore 
weekly,  where  at  first  his  services  netted  him  but  a 
single  dollar  payable  every  Saturday  night.  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  however,  the  wage  was  increased  to 
five  dollars.  In  1872  he  entered  the  Manhattan  printery 
as  an  apprentice  and  from  that  time  to  1886  labored  in 
this  office  and  in  other  newspaper  plants.  In  the  latter 
year  he  fully  believed  that  his  experience  as  a  com¬ 
positor  and  pressman  would  be  of  valuable  service  to 
him  in  the  starting  of  a  newspaper  enterprise  of  his 
own  in  his  home  county. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Crawford  erected  a  small  building 
on  Henderson  Street,  near  Broadway,  West  Brighton, 
and  installed  a  cumbersome  job  press  within  these 
modest  headquarters.  One  of  the  first  results  of  his 
labor  here  was  the  printing  of  a  number  of  circulars 
foretelling  the  advent  of  a  weekly  newspaper,  “The 
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Advance.”  In  the  spring  of  1886  both  the  building  and 
the  press  were  removed  to  a  new  location,  at  72  Broad¬ 
way,  and  then  began  the  serious  task  of  competing 
with  several  small  weekly  papers  throughout  the 
Island. 

True  to  his  mission  Mr.  Crawford  printed,  on  March 
27  of  the  same  year,  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of 
the  “Richmond  County  Advance,”  “A  Live,  Independ¬ 
ent,  Local  Newspaper,”  which  contained  four  pages, 
of  seven  columns  each.  Fiction,  humor,  current  opin¬ 
ion  of  a  national  character,  editorials,  advertisements 
and  a  few  scattered  local  items  composed  the  make-up 
of  the  paper.  Each  copy  sold  for  the  sum  of  three 
cents.  Though  the  public  in  general  refused  at  first  to 
place  its  unqualified  stamp  of  approval  on  the  publica¬ 
tion,  nevertheless  its  publisher  stood  staunchly  by  his 
creation.  The  fear  of  bankruptcy  and  failure  was  one 
he  scarcely  had  time  to  entertain  as  his  days  and  nights 
were  given  entirely  to  the  furthering  of  his  new 
interests. 

Naturally,  Mr.  Crawford  had  need  of  competent  aid 
in  the  managing  of  his  business.  Although  he  felt  that 
he  alone  could  look  after  the  general  business  duties 
connected  with  the  plant,  there  was  need  of  an  editor 
and  a  general  news  canvasser  or  reporter.  For  editor, 
he  acquired  the  services  of  James  C.  Kennedy,  a  native 
of  West  Brighton,  who  had  graduated  from  Hawkins 
Business  College  in  that  town  and  had  been  associated 
with  the  “Richmond  County  Standard.”  For  reporter 
he  secured  Livingston  Snedecker,  whose  previous 
newspaper  connection  was  with  the  “Richmond  County 
Sentinel.”  Though  Mr.  Kennedy  was  unable  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  the  paper  for  very  long,  due  to  the  depend¬ 
ence  of  his  wife  and  children  upon  his  earning  a  liveli¬ 
hood  in  a  more  remunerative  profession,  Mr.  Sned¬ 
ecker  continued  to  gather  news  for  the  paper  for  some 
time. 

The  organization  grew  slowly  in  strength  and  fa¬ 
vor,  due  both  to  the  paper’s  readiness  to  champion  the 
cause  of  public  betterment  and  to  the  success  of  the 
job  printing  business.  Circulation  increased  steadily, 
the  staff  was  gradually  enlarged  and  innovations  fol¬ 
lowed,  all  of  which  enabled  “The  Advance”  to  ascend 
to  a  leading  position  among  the  papers  of  this  borough. 
During  these  early  years  a  Washington  hand  press 
turned  out  copies  of  the  weekly,  but  as  time  went  on 
Mr.  Crawford  purchased  a  steam-driven  Cottrell  cyl¬ 
inder  press,  capable  of  printing  more  than  two  thou¬ 
sand  copies  an  hour.  Later  an  electric  motor  sup¬ 
planted  the  steam  engine  on  the  press  and  on  one  occa¬ 
sion  when  the  current  failed,  the  inventive  genius  of 
Mr.  Crawford  saved  the  situation.  He  drove  his  large 
Winton  touring  car  up  to  the  door  of  the  press  room, 
jacked  up  the  rear  end  of  the  engine  and  attached 
belts  from  the  rear  hubs  to  the  shift  of  the  Cottrell 
press.  The  plan,  which  worked  successfully,  drew  fa¬ 
vorable  comments  from  numerous  scientific  magazines, 
chief  of  which  was  “The  Scientific  American.” 

As  time  went  on  the  slogan  of  the  Crawford  journal 
came  to  be,  “Independent  in  Everything;  Neutral  in 
Nothing,”  a  typically  aggressive  newspaper  by-word. 
The  forward  growth  of  “The  Advance”  went  steadily 
on  and  in  the  meantime  the  building  at  72  Broadway 
underwent  a  series  of  transformations  that  augured 
well  for  the  future  of  the  paper.  The  circulation  in 
1910  rose  to  four  thousand,  five  hundred. 

In  1912  “The  Richmond  County  Advance”  was  in¬ 
corporated,  Mr.  Crawford  selling  the  greater  part  of 
his  stock  to  William  G.  Willcox,  a  Staten  Island  resi¬ 
dent  since  1883  and  an  insurance  broker  by  profession, 
whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The 


former  became  president  of  the  corporation;  the  lat¬ 
ter  treasurer,  while  Edward  H.  Johnson  came  to  take 
over  the  duties  of  editor,  general  manager  and  secre¬ 
tary.  Mr.  Johnson  had  been  associated  with  “The 
New  York  Sun”  operated  by  Charles  A.  Dana.  In 
1913  the  present  Advance  building  was  erected  on 
Castleton  Avenue  at  the  corner  of  Bodine  Street.  The 
paper  then  became  the  first  and  only  weekly  on  the 
Island  to  employ  a  woman  reporter,  a  sports  editor, 
artists,  cartoonists  and  to  publish  picture  supplements. 

A  year  later  Mr.  Willcox  relinquished  his  interests 
to  Edward  Johnson,  the  latter  thus  becoming  majority 
stockholder.  In  1915,  with  the  aid  of  several  other 
local  organizations,  “The  Advance”  outfitted  a  prairie 
schooner  expedition  to  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition 
at  San  Francisco.  Though  the  schooner  was  abandoned 
at  Denver,  Colorado,  after  an  extremely  trying  trip, 
nevertheless,  the  advertising  that  “The  Advance”  re¬ 
ceived  from  newspapers  and  magazines  throughout  the 
country  was  well  worth  the  expense  involved. 

In  December,  1922,  a  change  in  management  oc¬ 
curred  which  presaged  a  new  era  of  prosperity  for 
the  institution.  John  Crawford  retired  after  thiity 
years  of  hard  and  none  the  less  successful  endeavor 
and  the  supervision  of  the  paper  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  The  Staten  Island  Advance  Company  headed 
by  S.  I.  Newhouse  as  its  president.  Mr.  Newhouse, 
though  a  young  man,  had  met  with  encouraging  suc¬ 
cess  as  a  newspaper  publisher  in  Bayonne,  his  home 
city,  and  was  destined  to  enjoy  even  better  fortune  in 
his  new  undertaking.  A  perusal  of  a  copy  of  “The 
Advance”  printed  on  March  27,  19x6,  shows  a  draw¬ 
ing  aptly  illustrating  the  paper’s  policy.  In  the  pic¬ 
ture  is  depicted  the  Advance  Building  situated  on  a 
high  cliff  having  as  its  foundation  stalwart  rocks 
representing  business  integrity,  quality,  efficiency, 
reliability,  independence,  clean  advertising,  largest  cir¬ 
culation,  most  local  news  and  thirty  years  of  experi¬ 
ence. 

During  two  years’  time  the  circulation  of  “The  Ad¬ 
vance”  increased  so  that  it  reached  the  homes  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  Staten  Island  residents  each  week.  Inspired 
by  this  development  its  owners  decided  to  begin  daily 
publication,  and  since  June  9,  1918,  the  paper,  with  the 
exception  of  legal  holidays  and  Sundays,  has  been  is¬ 
sued  regularly.  Mr.  Willcox,  who  had  become  the 
principal  stockholder  in  1912,  aided  greatly  in  the 
financing  of  the  daily  edition.  The  services  of  Blanch¬ 
ard  M.  Preble,  who  first  pcted  as  advertising  man¬ 
ager,  were  obtained  and  when  the  need  for  a  capable 
general  manager  arose  Mr.  Preble  became  the  first  to 
hold  this  post.  He  was  a  native  Staten  Islander,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  in  New  Brighton,  January  3,  1890;  at¬ 
tended  Staten  Island  Academy,  Curtis  High  School 
and  Harvard  University,  graduating  from  the  latter 
institution  in  the  class  of  1912.  Before  coming  to 
“The  Advance,”  he  was  employed  by  a  commercial 
advertising  house  in  Manhattan.  Mr.  Preble  re¬ 
mained  as  general  manager  until  August  1,  1923,  when 
he  returned  to  his  former  field  of  endeavor  and  is  at 
the  present  time  a  member  of  the  advertising  staff  of 
the  “New  York  Evening  Post.” 

In  the  year  1923  the  death  of  Mr.  Willcox  occurred, 
thus  depriving  the  paper  of  one  of  its  staunchest 
backers  and  Staten  Island  of  one  of  its  finest  citizens. 

Nearly  fifteen  years  have  passed  since  the  Staten 
Island  Advance  Company  took  over  the  reins  of  man¬ 
agement  but  since  then  this  newspaper  has  become  a 
material  asset  to  this  borough,  championing  the  causes 
of  civic  uplift,  resourceful  political  guidance  and  help¬ 
ing  immeasurably  in  the  actual  creation  of  public  im- 
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provements.  As  a  strong  supporter  of  both  the  Outer- 
bridge  and  Goethals  bridges  to  Jersey,  completed  in 
1928,  the  new  span  from  Port  Richmond  to  Bayonne, 
numerous  local  highways  and  the  forthcoming  Brook- 
lyn-Staten  Island  vehicular  tunnel,  the  work  accom¬ 
plished  by  “The  Advance”  in  its  affect  on  public  opin¬ 
ion  has  been  highly  commendable. 

“The  Advance”  of  today  is  truly  a  firm,  well- 
molded  organization  whose  development  closely  paral¬ 
lels  that  of  Richmond  Borough.  The  paper’s  daily 
circulation  is  now  nearly  twenty-five  thousand,  indeed 
a  far  cry  from  that  memorable  day  in  1886  when  the 
printing  press  ran  off  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
copies.  Two  editions  are  printed  daily,  “The  City”  in 
the  morning,  and  “The  Home”  in  the  afternoon, 
though  on  several  occasions  fresh  news  of  a  special 
import  has  found  its  way  to  the  public  through  a  late 
afternoon  extra.  With  the  exception  of  special  edi¬ 
tions  such  as  Christmas,  Spring  and  Easter  numbers 
and  others  printed  upon  the  occasion  of  outstanding 
dedications  or  events  held  here  on  the  Island,  the 
paper  is  made  up  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  pages  on 
an  average,  with  eight  columns  to  a  page.  No  less 
than  six  departments  cooperate  in  the  make-up,  dis¬ 
tribution  and  actual  business  management  as  follows: 
editorial,  display  advertising,  classified  advertising, 
composing,  press  and  circulation. 

The  personnel  of  the  entire  establishment  numbers 
more  than  two  hundred  employees.  Years  ago  the 
reportorial  acumen  of  a  single  journalist  who  gathered 
local  items  was  reflected  in  the  columns  of  the  news¬ 
paper,  whereas  at  present  an  editorial  staff  number¬ 
ing  more  than  twenty  workers  is  necessary  for  daily 
publication.  The  covering  of  news  events  has  become 
highly  specialized  and  the  paper  employs  reporters 
who  attend  to  definitely  appointed  assignments  or 
“beats.”  A  special  reporter  covers  police  and  fire 
headquarters  in  addition  to  the  magistrate’s  courts, 
while  others  are  assigned  to  the  following  beats: 
County  Court  House,  borough  hall,  shipping,  the 
South  Shore,  society,  sports,  local  industries  and 
clubs,  special  features,  etc.  In  addition  to  this  group 
a  large  corps  of  correspondents  residing  in  different 
parts  of  the  Island  contribute  their  share  in  the  cover¬ 
ing  of  local  happenings.  Then,  too,  a  staff  of  corre¬ 
spondents  outside  the  Island,  particularly  at  Albany 
and  Washington,  are  among  its  representatives. 

“The  Advance”  is  a  member  of  the  American  News¬ 
paper  Publishers’  Association,  the  Audit  Bureau  of 
Circulations  and  subscribes  to  International  News 
Service  and  Editors’  Feature  Service.  The  wires  of 
the  United  Press  were  recently  contracted  by  S.  I. 
Newhouse,  its  publisher. 


S.  PHILIP  LICHT — For  nearly  three  decades,  S. 
Philip  Licht  has  been  identified  with  the  banking  pro¬ 
fession  of  Greater  New  York,  first  in  minor  positions 
and  later,  after  years  of  able  service,  in  an  official 
capacity.  He  is  also  well  known  in  theatrical  en¬ 
deavors,  being  the  owner  of  the  Victory  Theater  in 
Tompkinsville. 

Of  German  descent,  Mr.  Licht  was  born  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  on  August  12,  1887,  the  son  of  Philip  W.  and 
Anna  (Meyer)  Licht,  both  natives  of  that  borough, 
where  the  father  is  engaged  as  a  manufacturer  of 
fireworks.  At  the  age  of  four  years  the  lad  was 
brought  to  Staten  Island  by  his  parents  and  here  at¬ 
tended  Public  School,  No.  11.  After  leaving  school, 
Mr.  Licht,  though  still  a  young  man  of  sixteen  years, 
decided  on  a  banking  career  and  accordingly  took 
a  position  in  the  Bank  of  Staten  Island.  In  1904, 


after  a  short  association  with  this  institution  and  with 
the  Chase  National  Bank  of  New  York,  he  was 
given  an  opportunity  to  further  his  knowledge  of 
financial  affairs  by  Charles  H.  Ingalls,  then  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Staten  Island.  He  con¬ 
tinued  with  that  bank  for  a  number  of  years  and 
when  the  interests  of  Mr.  Ingalls  were  purchased 
by  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank,  he  was  retained  as 
one  of  the  employees  of  the  consolidation.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank  until  1925, 
making  a  total  of  twenty-one  years’  service  with  the 
two  organizations. 

He  is  now  assistant  vice-president  of  the  American 
Trust  Company  and  as  such  is  the  nominal  executive 
for  their  business  on  Staten  Island.  His  first  affilia¬ 
tion  with  this  company  was  in  November,  1926,  when 
he  was  appointed  assistant  manager,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  held  the  offices  of  manager,  assistant 
secretary  and  assistant  vice-president. 

Aside  from  his  immediate  duties,  Mr.  Licht,  in 
October,  1924,  opened  to  the  public  the  Victory 
Theater,  located  on  Victory  Boulevard,  Tompkins¬ 
ville.  This  place  of  amusement,  built  by  him,  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  several  fine  motion  picture 
houses  in  Richmond  Borough.  He  is  treasurer  of 
the  St.  George  Building  and  Loan  Association,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Institute  of  Banking,  and  his 
fraternal  and  club  memberships  include  Tompkins 
lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club. 

In  the  Moravian  Church  at  New  Dorp,  on  March 
8,  1913,  Mr.  Licht  was  married  to  Ingrid  Larsen, 
daughter  of  Conrad  and  Felicita  (Mitchell)  Larsen. 
Conrad  Larsen  was  a  native  of  Norway,  but  until 
the  time  of  his  death  in  August,  1926,  had  been  a 
resident  of  Staten  Island  for  more  than  forty  years; 
he  was  highly  regarded  in  local  architectural  and 
building  circles.  Mrs.  Larsen  survives  him  and  re¬ 
sides  at  17  Marion  Avenue,  Stapleton.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Licht  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Philip  Conrad, 
born  May  30,  1917,  who  is  now  attending  Staten  Island 
Academy.  The  family  residence  is  located  at  65 
Marion  Avenue,  in  the  Grymes  Hill  section. 


NATHANIEL  LORD  BRITTON— Staten  Is¬ 
land  owes  much  of  its  progress  to  the  sturdy  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Huguenots  of  France  and  the  Sep¬ 
aratists  of  England,  manifested  first  in  an  adherence 
to  their  religion,  which  preferred  expatriation  to  sub¬ 
mission,  later  in  the  struggle  for  independence  of 
monarchical  government,  and  throughout  the  lives  of 
their  descendants  in  an  independence  of  worn-out  tra¬ 
ditions  in  religion,  government,  or  scientific  thought. 
In  the  family  of  which  Dr.  Britton  is  now  the  most 
conspicuous  representative,  the  traits  of  French  and 
English  ancestors  became  early  united  and  have  cul¬ 
minated  in  forming  one  of  the  leading  scientific  men 
of  America  whose  principal  achievements  have  been 
the  establishment  of  the  New  York  Botanical  Garden 
and  the  authorship  of  the  “Illustrated  Flora  of  the 
Northern  States  and  Canada.” 

Dr.  Britton  was  born  on  Staten  Island  January  15, 
1859,  the  son  of  Alexander  Hamilton  Britton  and 
Harriet  Lord.  Earliest  traditions  indicate  the  emigra¬ 
tion  of  the  family,  originally  Breton,  from  France  to 
England  and  thence  to  New  Amsterdam  about  1635. 
With  some  English  families,"  the  Brittons  appear  to 
have  settled  at  Middleburgh  (now  Newtown),  Long 
Island,  about  1652,  for  in  Documents  Relating  to 
Colonial  History,  XIV;  514,  we  find  William  Britton 
named  as  a  resident  of  that  place  in  1662.  He  appears 
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to  have  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  Still¬ 
well  of  Gravesend,  for  cn  September  26,  1663,  he  is 
described  as  a  son-in-law.  Further,  on  July  14,  1677, 
William  and  Mary  Britton,  of  Staten  Island,  had 
their  seven  children  baptized,  the  oldest  being  fifteen. 
By  this  marriage  the  French  and  English  strains  were 
united,  for  Nicholas  Stillwell  was  a  pioneer  English¬ 
man,  persecuted  even  in  this  country  for  his  non¬ 
conformist  religious  thought. 

Nathaniel  Britton,  apparently  an  older  brother  of 
William,  also  married  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Still¬ 
well,  Anna,  and  settled  in  1660  at  Flatlands,  Long 
Island.  In  1664  he  obtained  144  acres  on  Staten  Is¬ 
land  and  died  here  in  1683. 

Both  brothers  became  Staten  Islanders  after  the 
conquest  of  New  Netherland  by  the  British  in  1664, 
and  both  had  large  families  of  children,  to  whom  the 
same  Christian  names,  William,  Nathaniel,  etc.,  were 
given;  so  that  the  family  tree  is  difficult  to  trace  in 
detail.  It  includes,  during  the  264  years  of  the  family 
residence  on  our  Island  men  prominent  in  the  Island’s 
history,  particularly  in  the  founding  of  churches  for  a 
William  Britton  led  in  establishing  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  1729;  and  a  Nathaniel  Britton  aided  in 
building  St.  Andrew’s  in  1709.  That  they  were  not 
backward  in  civic  matters  is  shown  from  1678,  when 
William  was  a  constable,  to  i860  when  Alexander 
Hamilton  Britton  was  a  director  of  the  newly  estab¬ 
lished  Staten  Island  Railroad. 

True  to  the  family  support  of  churches,  Dr.  Britton 
was  at  first  educated  with  a  view  to  entering  the  min¬ 
istry;  but  an  early  acquaintance  with  the  late  John  J. 
Crooke,  a  neighbor  of  high  scientific  attainments, 
turned  his  career  into  one  of  scientific  research.  He 
was  educated  at  Columbia  University  and  its  School 
of  Mines,  obtaining  the  degree  of  M.  E.  in  1879,  and 
of  Ph.  D.  in  1881.  In  1904  his  university  gave  him 
the  honorary  degree  of  Sc.  D.  His  career  started  with 
appointment  at  twenty  years  of  age  as  an  assistant  in 
geology  at  Columbia  University,  which  position  he 
held  until  1887  when  he  was  made  instructor  in  bot¬ 
any.  In  1890  he  became  adjunct  professor;  in  1891, 
professor;  in  1896,  professor  emeritus.  In  addition  to 
these  teaching  positions,  he  was  botanist  and  assistant 
geologist  in  the  New  Jersey  Geological  Survey,  1880 
to  1890;  field  assistant,  United  States  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey,  1882;  adviser  in  botany,  Carnegie  Institute,  1902; 
and  was  director-in-chief,  New  York  Botanical  Gar¬ 
den  from  1896  to  1930,  when  he  became  director- 
emeritus. 

During  his  scientific  career  of  over  fifty  years,  in¬ 
cluding  in  such  his  years  in  college,  Dr.  Britton  has 
continued  his  research  work  and  publication  of  its  re¬ 
sults  beginning  with  such  papers  as  the  “Geology  of 
Richmond  County,”  contributed  to  the  Annals  of  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Sciences  in  1882,  and  the 
“Flora  of  Richmond  County,”  privately  printed  by 
Arthur  Hollick  and  him  in  1879.  Among  his  more 
important  contributions  may  be  mentioned  the  “Illus¬ 
trated  Flora  of  the  Northern  States  and  Canada,”  in 
three  volumes,  which  has  had  an  extraordinary  cir¬ 
culation,  his  splendid  volumes  on  the  “Cactaceae,”  and 
the  work,  still  in  progress,  on  the  “Botany  of  Porto 
Rico.”  These  are,  however,  but  a  few  of  the  subjects 
he  has  studied  which  in  a  general  way  have  embraced 
the  flora  of  North  America,  West  Indies,  Bolivia  and 
Paraguay,  and  especially  certain  families  as  Crass- 
ulaceae,  Cyperaceae,  and  Cactaceae.  It  might  be  added 
that  Dr.  Britton  has  traveled  considerably  in  quest  of 
knowledge  relating  to  his  life’s  work. 

His  connection  with  scientific  societies  commenced 


while  he  was  an  undergraduate.  He  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Torrey  Botanical  Club  for  fifty  years;  he 
celebrated  his  semi-centennial  in  the  summer  of  1927 
by  entertaining  the  society  on  Staten  Island;  he  has 
occupied  many  offices  in  that  long  period  and  was  its 
editor  from  1888  to  1897.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Natural  Science  Association  of  Staten  Island  in 
1881  and  its  president  from  1888  to  1891;  this  was  the 
predecessor  of  the  present  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee  and  a  lib¬ 
eral  supporter.  He  was  secretary  of  the  New  York 
Horticultural  Society  before  the  New  York  Botanical 
Garden  was  inaugurated,  and  so  competent  a  secre¬ 
tary  that  he  naturally  became  director.  He  is  a  Fellow 
of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Sciences,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  1901,  president  1907.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  Botanical  Society,  1898,  honorary  member  Phila¬ 
delphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  is  a  member  of 
many  other  scientific  societies. 

Dr.  Britton  became  acquainted  through  his  edito¬ 
rial  work  for  the  Torrey  Botanical  Club  with  a 
distinguished  student  of  mosses,  Elizabeth  Gertrude 
Knight,  who  became  his  wife  and  has  shared  his 
labors  and  triumphs  ever  since.  Mrs.  Britton  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  New  York  City  Normal  College  and 
pursued  a  career  there  as  critic  teacher  of  pedagogy 
until  1882,  and  teacher  of  botany  until  1885.  From 
1886  to  1889  she  was  editor  of  the  Bulletin  of  the 
Torrey  Botanical  Club;  and  is  now  honorary  associate 
instructor  and  curator  of  moss  collections  in  the  New 
York  Botanical  Garden.  She  is  also  deeply  interested 
in  the  Wild  Flower  Preservation  Society.  Many  years 
of  Mrs.  Britton’s  childhood  were  spent  in  Matanzas, 
Cuba,  whereby  she  acquired  a  knowledge  of  Spanish 
which  has  been  useful  in  the  ten  or  more  winter  visits 
to  Porto  Rico  which  Dr.  Britton  and  she  have  re¬ 
cently  made. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Britton  have  a  home  at  2965  Decatur 
Avenue,  Bronx,  convenient  to  the  Botanical  Garden, 
but  frequently  visit  Staten  Island,  where  Mr.  Richard 
H.  Britton  and  Miss  Harriet  Louise  Britton,  brother 
and  sister  to  Dr.  Britton,  live  on  a  waterside  estate  at 
Great  Hills.  Their  interest  in  Staten  Island  has  been 
manifested  by  the  establishment  of  the  John  J.  Crooke 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  natural  history  works  for  the 
library  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences,  by  the  gift  in  1915  of  the  Britton  cottage  at 
New  Dorp  to  the  institute  as  a  historical  memorial  of 
the  early  settlers,  and  in  many  other  ways.  The  Brit¬ 
ton  cottage,  standing  on  land  granted  to  Obadiah 
Holmes  in  1677,  was  owned  and  occupied  from  1695 
to  1714  by  a  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  Britton.  It  was 
again  owned  and  occupied  by  the  present  Nathaniel 
and  Elizabeth  Britton;  in  it  the  first  volume  of  the 
“Illustrated  Flora,”  with  which  Dr.  Britton’s  name 
will  ever  be  connected,  was  written;  and  it  is  now 
preserved  for  posterity. 

Staten  Island  may  well  be  proud  of  this  scion  of  its 
early  stock  of  settlers,  whose  learning  combined  with 
a  genius  for  organization  and  inherited  independence 
of  thought,  has  done  so  much  to  advance  science. 


GEORGE  C.  BROWN — Ships  and  their  con¬ 
struction  have  always  held  an  attraction  for  Mr.  Brown 
and  it  has  often  been  said  that  in  his  career  as  a  ship¬ 
builder  he  understood  them  literally  “from  keel  to  pul¬ 
ley.”  Representing  the  fourth  generation  of  a  family 
engaged  in  the  ship  construction  industry,  first  in  New 
Jersey,  and  later  on  the  South  Shore  of  Staten  Island, 
Mr.  Brown  is  the  executive  head  of  a  shipbuilding 
plant  in  his  native  town,  Tottenville. 
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He  is  of  a  family  first  represented  on  Staten  Island 

I  in  i860  by  his  father,  Abraham  C.  Brown.  But  the 

first  member  of  the  Brown  line  to  whom  this  review 
relates  is  Tunis  Brown  (or  Bruen  as  the  name  was 
formerly  spelled),  great-grandfather  of  George  C. 
Brown.  Tunis  Brown  (or  Bruen),  of  Dutch  ancestry, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey  on  January  28,  1766.  It  is 
related  that  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America 
were  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  settled  in  that  State 
in  the  Passaic  Valley  and  the  other  in  South  Jersey. 
Being  a  shipbuilder  and  expert  mechanic  by  trade, 
Tunis  Brown  engaged  in  ship  construction  work  at 
Lindhurst  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
builders  of  small  vessels. 

He  married  Sarah  Kingsland,  born  October  7,  1768, 
and  to  this  union  seven  children  were  born:  Mary; 
Hendrick,  who  entered  the  shipbuilding  business ;  John, 
married  and  had  a  large  family;  Abraham,  of  whom 
further;  Catherine,  married  a  Mr.  Campbell;  Ann 
Kingsland,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  Sarah,  married 
John  King. 

Abraham  Brown,  son  of  Tunis  Brown,  was  born  at 
the  family  homestead  in  Belleville,  New  Jersey,  April 
4,  1794,  and  received  his  educational  training  in  that 
town.  After  learning  the  shipbuilding  trade  under  his 

I  father’s  instruction,  he  later  became  associated  with 

his  parent  and  continued  management  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  following  the  latter’s  death.  Abraham  Brown 
was  a  staunch  citizen,  engaging  in  civic  movements  in 
his  community  and  being  unceasingly  devoted  to  his 
home  and  family.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  of  Belleville  and  quite  active  in  its 
work. 

He  married,  in  February,  1818,  at  Aquackanock, 
Passaic  County,  New  Jersey,  Gertrude  (called  Gitty) 
Christie,  born  July  25,  1798,  daughter  of  James  and 
Hannah  Christie,  the  former  being  of  Scotch  lineage 
and  the  latter  of  Dutch  descent.  They  became  the 
parents  of  twelve  children :  1.  Tunis,  married  Mary 
Jacobus.  2.  Ann,  married  Charles  Osborn.  3.  William 
Henry,  married  Margaret  Picton.  4.  Sarah  Maria, 
married  John  Berry,  a  “forty-niner”  during  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  gold  rush.  5.  Catherine,  married  Myron  Allen, 
also  a  “forty-niner.”  6.  James,  married  Carrie  Van 
Houten.  7.  Margaret,  married  Peter  Joralemon.  8. 
Abraham  Christie,  of  whom  further.  9.  Alvin,  mar¬ 
ried  Jennie  Donnelly.  10.  Emeline,  married  William 
Waltier.  11.  Gertrude,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven,  losing 
her  life  in  an  accident.  12.  Mary  Louisa,  the  only  one 
now  living,  about  ninety  years  of  age,  became  the  wife 
of  George  Bretell.  Abraham  Brown,  father  of  these 
children,  died  June  10,  i860;  his  wife  survived  him 
until  September  17,  1882.  They  are  buried  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  plot  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  at  Belleville,  New  Jersey. 

Abraham  Christie  Brown,  eighth  child  of  Abraham 
and  Gertrude  (Christie)  Brown,  was  born  April  2, 
1834.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  afterwards  learned  the  shipbuilding  business 
under  his  father.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  on 
his  first  voyage  to  sea  and  continued  this  seafaring 
life  for  a  year  and  a  half.  During  this  time  he  had 
been  advanced  to  the  post  of  first  mate  aboard  his 
vessel.  Upon  his  return  home  the  young  mariner  again 
took  up  the  shipbuilding  trade,  this  time  at  Green- 
point,  now  the  borough  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
where  he  was  employed  by  Edward  Williams.  After 
pursuing  his  trade  at  various  places  in  New  York  and 
Jersey  City  up  to  i860,  he  came  to  Tottenville  in  No¬ 
vember  of  that  year  and  here  entered  the  employ  of 


Jacob  S.  Ellis,  as  foreman.  He  remained  thus  en¬ 
gaged  up  to  1873,  when  he  was  enabled  to  found  a 
business  of  his  own  on  the  east  shore  of  Raritan  Bay. 
Under  his  ownership  and  careful  management  the 
establishment  prospered,  for  in  addition  to  building 
small  pleasure  craft  of  every  variety,  he  completed 
many  sea-going  vessels.  The  plant  also  gave  em¬ 
ployment  to  a  number  of  operatives,  chiefly  skilled, 
and  through  its  influence  contributed  much  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  South  Shore  district. 
In  addition  to  his  manufacturing  interests,  Mr.  Brown 
was  active  in  public  affairs  and  was  affiliated  fra¬ 
ternally  with  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  of  Staten  Island  Chapter,  No.  196,  of 
the  same  order. 

Abraham  C.  Brown  married,  January  2,  1854,  Emily 
Watts,  a  native  of  Warwick,  England,  born  September 
12,  1836,  daughter  of  John  and  Mazey  (Thorney- 
craft)  Watts.  The  ceremony  was  performed  at  Belle¬ 
ville,  New  Jersey,  by  the  Rev.  T.  De  Witt  Talmage. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  had  eight  children :  1.  John  W., 
born  October  10,  1856,  married  Josephine  Buckholz 
and  they  had  three  children,  Marie,  Marjorie,  and 
John  W.,  Jr.  2.  Everett,  born  June  17,  1859,  died 
January  26,  1901,  unmarried.  3.  Victor  M.,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  27,  1861,  died  March  6,  1912;  married  but  with¬ 
out  issue.  4.  Jacob  E.,  born  December  11,  1863,  died 
March  14,  1882,  in  young  manhood.  5.  William  H., 
born  March  3,  18 66,  married  Emma  Sleight  and  had 
two  children,  Hazel  and  William  H.,  Jr.  6.  Emily, 
born  September  24,  1868,  became  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Demarest  and  had  a  son,  Merritt.  7.  George  Christie, 
of  whom  further.  8.  Bessie  B.,  born  March  8,  1879, 
married  Robert  Smith  and  has  a  son,  Royal. 

Abraham  C.  Brown,  father  of  these  children,  died 
April  10,  1912;  his  wife’s  death  had  occurred  previ¬ 
ously  on  January  9,  1908.  They  were  buried  in  Bethel 
Cemetery,  Tottenville. 

George  C.  Brown’s  birth  occurred  in  Tottenville, 
February  7,  1871.  As  a  lad  he  spent  the  greater  por¬ 
tion  of  his  spare  time  in  his  father’s  shipyard,  learning 
about  ships  and  their  construction.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  school  of  Tottenville  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  entered  his  father’s  employ  and  ob¬ 
tained,  under  the  latter’s  tutelage,  a  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  drafting  and  planning  boat-construction  and 
other  necessary  facts  pertaining  to  naval  architecture. 
This  knowledge  he  supplemented  with  a  thorough 
training  in  the  technical  and  structural  parts  of  ship¬ 
building  and  in  ship-iron  working,  carpentry  and 
finishing.  In  addition  to  his  craftsmanship  he  had  a 
natural  ability  for  business  administration,  which  he 
displayed  in  the  firm’s  office.  His  father  retired  from 
the  firm  several  years  before  he  died,  during  which 
time  his  son  administered  the  affairs  of  the  business 
of  A.  C.  Brown  &  Sons  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con¬ 
cerned.  With  his  brothers,  who  were  likewise  ably 
trained  in  the  business,  he  carried  on  successfully, 
building  small  craft  mainly,  such  as  tugs  and  pleasure 
yachts,  and  doing  general  repairs  to  such  boats  as  were 
in  need  of  their  services.  For  many  years  they  have 
turned  out  of  their  yards  an  average  of  one  craft  per 
month,  with  an  annual  turnover  amounting  to  no  small 
sum. 

During  the  World  War  the  firm  placed  their  serv¬ 
ices  at  the  disposal  of  the  government.  They  handled 
work  during  this  period  of  great  value  and  it  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  pride  with  the  members  of  the  firm  that  they 
never  called  upon  the  government  for  supplies  or  for 
financial  aid. 
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In  addition  to  his  shipbuilding  interests  Mr.  Brown 
has  other  important  connections.  He  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  Oyster  Shell  Products  Company  of 
Louisiana.  The  activities  of  the  company  cover  vari¬ 
ous  markets  of  this  country  dealing  in  shell,  which  is 
used  for  the  poultry  industry  and  for  surfacing  roads. 

In  civic  and  community  affairs  Mr.  Brown  is  very 
active.  He  has  quietly  helped  many  important  move¬ 
ments  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens,  although 
he  has  refrained  from  taking  a  public  part  or  thrust¬ 
ing  himself  into  the  foreground.  He  is  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Tottenville  National  Bank  and  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons ;  Staten  Island  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons ;  and  Empire  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar;  also  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  In  politics  he  is  keenly  interested  in  all  that 
concerns  the  Democratic  party  but  he  has  never  sought 
office  or  political  preferment.  Mr.  Brown  was  reared 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Tottenville.  The  family,  however,  are  members  of 
St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal  Church  and  are  active  in  all 
its  charitable  and  worthy  causes. 

On  March  10,  1896,  Mr.  Brown  married,  at  Totten¬ 
ville,  Susie  E.  Decker,  daughter  of  Gilbert  S.  and 
Margaret  E.  (Woglom)  Decker,  who  were  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  business  and  social  life  of  Roseville  for 
many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  1.  Madeline  Christie,  unmarried.  2. 
George  C.,  Jr.,  in  business  with  his  father;  married 
Eleanor  Woglom.  3.  Helen  M.,  an  executive  secretary. 
4.  Susie  E.,  married  Frank  E.  Joline.  All  the  children 
were  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Tottenville  and 
at  Curtis  High  School.  George  C.,  Jr.,  took  a  further 
course  at  the  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology  and 
during  the  World  War  served  in  the  Naval  Air 
Service. 


JOHN  D.  KOHLMANN — A  resident  of  this 
country  sixty-four  years,  and  a  pioneer  merchant 
of  Tompkinsville,  John  D.  Kohlmann,  now  retired, 
was  for  many  years  an  active  figure  in  financial 
and  civic  affairs  on  Staten  Island.  A  true  friend 
and  benefactor,  he  has  been  ever  willing  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  all  worthy  endeavors  and  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  dealings,  his  basis  of  success  was  service,  quality 
of  merchandise  and  above  all,  the  most  essential 
factor,  that  of  integrity.  In  his  home  life,  which  was 
ever  a  happy  one,  he  was  a  wise  counselor  and  de¬ 
voted  husband  and  father. 

Mr.  Kohlmann  was  born  January  30,  1850,  in  Oster- 
wede,  Germany,  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Bertha 
(Schroder)  Kohlmann.  The  elder  Kohlmann  was  by 
occupation  a  contractor  and  builder  of  Osterwede, 
his  death  occurring  in  1898.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
his  son,  who  had  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
New  World,  voyage  to  America,  accompanied  by  his 
older  sister,  Rebecca.  The  trip  was  made  on  a  sailing 
vessel  which  took  exactly  fifty-seven  days  to  cross  the 
Atlantic,  the  date  of  their  arrival  at  the  old  docking 
place,  Tompkinsville,  Staten  Island,  being  July  2, 
1866. 

The  first  position  the  youth  obtained  was  that  of 
grocer’s  clerk  in  a  Brooklyn  store.  Here  he  remained 
for  four  years,  entering  in  1869  the  employ  of  Charles 
Tippel,  a  grocer  of  Tompkinsville.  Five  months’ 
service  in  this  establishment  sufficed  to  furnish  him 
with  a  liking  for  the  business  and  to  give  him  valued 
experience  in  such  an  occupation.  Consequently,  in 
association  with  his  cousin,  he  purchased  the  store 


and  for  the  next  two  years  continued  the  partner¬ 
ship.  In  the  winter  of  1871  he  acquired  his  cousin’s 
interests,  his  place  of  business  being  at  No.  22  Deffen 
Street  (now  Bay  Street),  where  Egbert’s  Hat  Store 
is  now  located.  In  the  meantime  or  on  October  7, 
1872,  John  D.  Kohlmann  was  granted  citizenship 
papers  in  the  United  States,  he  having  lost  no  time 
in  giving  his  allegiance  to  his  adopted  country.  By 
1876,  when  his  business  establishment’s  constant 
growth  had  rendered  necessary  the  securing  of  larger 
quarters,  he  removed  his  store  to  the  site  of  the 
present  branch  of  the  Staten  Island  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Company  at  St.  Mark’s  Place  and  Victory 
Boulevard. 

Some  three  years  later,  however,  Mr.  Kohlmann 
bought  property  at  St.  Mark’s  Place  and  Arietta 
Street,  Tompkinsville,  erected  a  new  building  upon 
this  land  and  thus  again  enlarged  his  enterprise  con¬ 
siderably.  Here  he  continued  with  appreciable  suc¬ 
cess  for  some  time  when  he  sold  the  business  to 
Frederick  Rohde  and  William  Schmidt,  who  subse¬ 
quently  formed  the  present  firm  of  Rohde  and 
Schmidt.  Mr.  Rohde,  who  began  in  a  minor  position, 
had  been  identified  with  the  business  for  many  years 
previous  to  this  transaction.  Since  the  sale  of  his 
establishment  Mr.  Kohlmann  has  lived,  retired,  at 
his  home,  No.  38  Duncan  Avenue,  Grymes  Hill. 

Aside  from  pursuing  his  career  as  a  merchant, 
John  D.  Kohlmann  had  various  other  interests,  chiefly 
of  a  civic  and  political  character.  He  served  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  as  Park  Commissioner,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  this  post  by  the  former  New  York  Gov¬ 
ernor  Black,  of  Troy.  In  affairs  of  the  Edgewater 
Fire  Department  he  was  active  from  1891  to  1905, 
being  a  member  of  old  Niagara  Engine  Company, 
No.  5,  of  this  organization.  Matters  of  political  im¬ 
portance  also  claimed  his  attention,  his  affiliation  be¬ 
ing  with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  once  selected 
by  this  body  as  their  candidate  for  the  office  of 
County  Treasurer,  but  refused  to  accept  the  nomi¬ 
nation. 

Mr.  Kohlmann’s  marriage  took  place  on  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1874,  to  Annie  C.  Otten,  who  was  born  in 
1856,  the  daughter  of  August  and  Anna  Margaret 
(Opel)  Otten,  of  German  lineage.  She  likewise  was 
a  resident  of  Tompkinsville,  having  lived  there  with 
her  widowed  mother  ever  since  childhood,  when  her 
father  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kohlmann  had 
five  children 1.  Bertha  M.,  born  August  3,  1875, 
who  is  the  widow  of  the  late  William  Schmidt  (q. 
v.).  2.  Annie  M.,  born  January  8,  1877,  married 
Charles  Boehe,  a  florist.  They  have  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  Kenneth,  a  florist,  and  Elsie,  living  at  home. 
3.  Marie  A.,  born  March  3,  1880,  is  the  wife  of 
Ernest  T.  Lindemann  (q.  v.).  4.  John  D.,  Jr.,  is 
associated  with  the  Engineering  Department,  Borough 
of  Richmond.  He  married  Ethel  Hunt,  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond.  5.  August  F.  Kohlmann. 

Mrs.  Annie  C.  (Otten)  Kohlmann,  mother  of  these 
children,  passed  to  her  reward,  September  27,  1926, 
and  is  buried  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery.  It  is  said 
as  a  tribute  to  her  memory  that  she  was  a  sincere 
woman,  a  devoted  helpmate,  one  to  whom  the  care  of 
her  home  was  ever  sacred,  and  a  wife  and  mother 
whose  demise  was  a  severe  loss  to  her  family  and 
to  the  community  in  which  she  resided. 


GEORGE  L.  EGBERT — There  was  a  time,  years 
ago,  when  the  district  known  as  Egbertville,  situated 
near  New  Dorp,  was  a  thriving  center  of  Richmond 
County.  This  center  was  the  settlement  of  the  Egbert 
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family  and  since  pioneer  days  its  members  have  been 
associated  with  the  welfare  of  Staten  Island.  Of  the 
present  generation  of  the  family  and  regarded  as  one 
of  our  public-spirited  citizens,  few  perhaps  have 
taken  wider  interest  or  worked  more  devotedly  for 
this  community’s  future  than  George  L.  Egbert  of 
Tompkinsville.  He  bears  the  record  of  being  one  of 
the  longest-established  merchants  on  the  north  and 
east  shores  and  his  influence  has  not  only  been  evinced 
in  mercantile  life  but  also  in  the  civic  and  social  trend 
of  the  Island. 

The  name  Egbert  in  local  annals  is  history  itself, 
for  here  one  will  find  the  cognomen  applied  generously 
in  various  places  throughout  the  Island  and  from  time 
to  time  members  of  the  family  have  been  married  with 
other  persons  of  early  Colonial  stock.  In  the  descent 
of  the  Egberts  mentioned  herein,  one  comes  upon  John 
Egbert,  the  great-grandfather  of  George  L.  Egbert, 
who  was  .  born  in  1751,  according  to  family  records. 
Beyond  his  day  and  generation,  however,  we  are  un¬ 
able  to  definitely  trace  the  ancestry  in  a  detailed  man¬ 
ner  though  it  is  written  that  “A  Mr.  Egbert  was  the 
schoolmaster  appointed  here  by  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  from  1762  to  1782.”  He 
may  have  been  Teunis  Egbert,  born  October  8,  1721, 
the  father  of  John  Egbert.  This  Teunis  was  the  son 
of  Jacobus  and  Catharina  (Dey)  Egbertse,  whose 
births  occurred  in  the  last  half  of  the  seventeenth  cen¬ 
tury.  It  is  believed  that  the  family’s  earlier  history 
dated  back  to  England  and  in  turn  they  crossed  to 
Holland.  However,  their  early  representatives  came 
to  America  before  1700. 

John  Egbert,  who  was  a  farmer  and  weaver,  became 
known  as  John  Egbert  Sr.  in  the  records  of  the  Mor¬ 
avian  Church  where  the  family  has  long  been  affiliated. 
A  goodly  portion  of  the  lands  at  Egbertville  was 
possessed  by  him.  He  married  Mary  Holmes  on 
March  12,  1782,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  William 
Egbert,  born  in  1807. 

William  Egbert,  also  a  farmer  and  weaver  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  married,  on  November  29,  1828,  Mary  Ann 
Lake.  It  is  through  this  marriage  that  a  relationship 
between  the  Egberts  and  other  early  Staten  Island 
families  is  established,  as  the  Lakes  were  connected 
with  the  Tysens,  Connors,  Strykers,  Stillwells  and 
Spicers.  William  Egbert’s  death  occurred  in  1883,  his 
wife  surviving  him  six  years.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Barnet  Lake,  who  was  born  March  25,  1771,  and 
died  October  25,  1815.  The  Lake  ancestry  can  be 
traced  five  generations  before  him  to  John  and  Anne 
(Spicer)  Lake,  who  were  among  the  very  early  in¬ 
habitants  of  Gravesend,  Long  Island. 

William  and  Mary  Ann  (Lake)  Egbert  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Wesley,  Joseph, 
John  W.,  Elizabeth,  Catharine,  Henry  and  Sarah.  The 
third-named  was  born  August  12,  1831,  in  Graniteville, 
and  after  obtaining  his  schooling  in  his  native  district, 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  married 
Sarah  Ann  Wandel,  December  31,  1855,  and  among 
their  children  were  John  W. ;  Mary  A.,  who  married 
Louis  W.  Rudman;  William  H.;  George  L.,  of  this 
review;  Frank  W. ;  Sarah  Ann,  unmarried;  Ida,  who 
married  Edward  Maranda ;  and  two  children  who  died 
young. 

Born  in  Port  Richmond,  March  16,  1862,  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  George  L.  Egbert  was  acquired  in  the  local 
public  schools,  after  which  he  obtained  a  position  as  a 
clerk  in  a  local  retail  enterprise.  Beginning  this  work 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  the  youth  determined  to  learn 
the  business  thoroughly  and  with  special  care  for  the 
managing  end  of  the  store  because  some  day  he  hoped 


to  become  a  successful  independent  merchant.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  this  capacity  lor  ten  years  but  at  length,  in 
1889,  after  an  additional  two  years’  experience  with 
Smith-Gray  and  Company,  he  was  adequately  pre¬ 
pared  to  manage  a  men’s  clothing  store  of  his  own, 
both  from  a  practical  and  financial  viewpoint.  Mr. 
Egbert  thus  founded  his  present  establishment  in 
Tompkinsville. 

His  task  was  a  difficult  one  involving  no  small 
amount  of  labor  and  patience  especially  during  the 
earlier  and  more  critical  years.  The  business  pros¬ 
pered  and  in  the  years  that  followed  “Egbert’s  Store” 
came  to  be  accepted  practically  as  an  institution  in  the 
Tompkinsville  section.  In  both  the  Staten  Island 
directories  of  1893  and  1897  Nr.  Egbert  was  listed  as 
the  proprietor  of  a  gentleman’s  furnishing  store  spe¬ 
cializing  in  men’s  apparel,  located  at  42  Arietta  Street, 
Tompkinsville.  His  present  place  of  business,  which 
is  situated  at  206  Bay  Street,  Tompkinsville,  repre¬ 
sents  one  of  Staten  Island’s  leading  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishments. 

By  virtue  of  his  worth  as  a  citizen  and  his  credit¬ 
able  position  as  a  merchant  of  long  standing,  Mr.  Eg¬ 
bert  has  succeeded  in  making  a  number  of  lasting 
friendships,  both  on  Staten  Island  and  elsewhere. 
Among  his  early  patrons  were  noted  literary  figures 
such  as  James  Whitcomb  Riley,  George  William  Cur¬ 
tis,  Bill  Nye  and  others  who  often  took  occasion  to 
visit  the  shop,  both  to  make  purchases  and  to  chat  with 
its  genial  owner.  Other  friendships  have  been  fos¬ 
tered  largely  through  civic,  fraternal  and  social  asso¬ 
ciations  as  Mr.  Egbert  has  long  been  active  in  advanc¬ 
ing  the  best  interests  of  his  home  community  and  the 
borough  at  large. 

In  the  field  of  education  on  Staten  Island,  George 
L.  Egbert  has  taken  a  special  interest,  as  for  years  the 
vital  question  of  proper  school  facilities  and  training 
within  a  fast-growing  borough  has  steadily  been 
brought  before  the  public.  A  record  of  conscientious 
work  in  association  with  the  local  Board  of  Education 
has  been  one  of  his  accomplishments,  his  election  to 
the  board  having  taken  place  in  1902.  The  post  of 
chairman  of  this  body  was  held  by  him  for  sixteen 
years. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  1895,  Mr.  Egbert  became  one  of  the 
charter  members  and  served  as  a  director  until  1931, 
when  he  was  made  an  honorary  life  member  at  a 
testimonial  dinner  given  by  that  body.  He  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  growth  of  financial  institutions  here  and 
is  a  director  of  the  Staten  Island  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Company,  having  been  identified  with  the 
development  of  this  establishment  for  several  years. 
He  is  also  connected  with  the  local  Rotary  Club,  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  in  his 
religious  affiliation  is  a  member  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Kingsley  Methodist  Church.  Beacon  Light  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  numbers  him  among  its 
more  active  members.  Mr.  Egbert  has  also  been  prom¬ 
inent  in  other  affairs  and  movements  of  importance. 

Mr.  Egbert  married,  on  October  12,  1888,  Ella  L. 
Turner  of  Utica,  New  York,  daughter  of  Douglas 
and  Mary  Ann  Turner,  who  were  then  residing  on 
Staten  Island.  The  Turner  family  was  prominent  in 
the  upstate  district  about  Utica  and  Oneida.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Egbert  became  parents  of  three  children :  Grace, 
who  married  Harold  Stevens  Clark  of  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  ;  and  Rae  L.  and  Faith,  twin  brother  and  sis¬ 
ter.  The  former’s  life  is  reviewed  herein;  the  latter 
married  Walter  Heap  of  West  New  Brighton  and  has 
a  daughter,  June  Heap. 
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Mrs.  Egbert,  the  elder,  passed  away  on  July  28, 
1919,  Mr.  Egbert  marrying,  second,  on  June  23,  1923, 
Edith  Gregory,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Andrew  Jack- 
son  Gregory  of  Ocean  City,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Egbert 
resides  at  35  Eddy  Street  in  the  Grymes  Hill  section. 

Rae  Livingston  Egbert  was  born  August  21,  1891. 
After  attending  public  school  on  Staten  Island,  he 
received  his  academic  education  at  the  Mount  Hermon 
School  at  Mount  Hermon,  Massachusetts.  While  a 
student  there  he  was  active  in  athletics  and  was  a 
member  of  the  track  team.  His  education  completed, 
he  entered  business  life  in  New  York  City,  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  minor  position  by  J.  D.  Lawrence  and 
Company,  mill  owners  and  operators.  The  year  1911 
marked  the  beginning  of  his  association  with  his  father 
in  the  men’s  furnishing  business  in  Tompkinsville, 
where  he  has  since  remained. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Egbert  enlisted  for 
army  service  as  a  private  in  the  United  States  Army 
and  was  stationed  on  the  Island  at  Fox  Hills.  He  did 
not  experience  overseas  service  but  before  the  end  of 
his  army  career  was  promoted  to  a  sergeant-major’s 
post.  His  fraternal  affiliation  is  with  Beacon  Light 
Lodge,  No.  701,  of  the  Masonic  Order.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  it  is  noteworthy  that  he  served  as  Master  of 
his  lodge  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  being  the  youngest 
man  in  New  York  State  to  hold  that  important  office 
at  that  time.  In  1924  he  was  designated  District  Dep¬ 
uty  Grand  Master  for  Richmond  District,  maintaining 
this  post  when  but  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  Empire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar ;  and 
Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order,  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  identified  with  the  Tall  Cedars 
of  Lebanon,  once  served  as  secretary  of  this  body;  is 
now  secretary  of  the  Staten  Island  Masonic  Club,  and 
secretary  of  the  Masters’  and  Past  Masters’  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  is  affiliated  with  Welcome  Council  of  the 
Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  and  the 
Staten  Island  Kiwanis  Club  also  numbers  him  within 
its  membership.  He  was  president  of  the  latter  or¬ 
ganization  in  1930.  Mr.  Egbert’s  political  alignment 
is  with  the  Democratic  party,  which  he  represents  in 
local  circles  as  a  committeeman.  In  1917  Mr.  Egbert 
was  president  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  of 
Richmond  County. 

Rae  L.  Egbert  married,  on  June  4,  1917,  at  the  Trin¬ 
ity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  West  New  Brighton, 
Olive  Doll,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Elizabeth  (Erbs) 
Doll.  They  have  a  daughter,  Joan.  The  Egbert  home 
is  situated  at  No.  76  Nixon  Avenue,  Ward  Hill. 


ALGERNON  K.  JOHNSTON— At  Prince  Bay 
is  located  an  enterprise  which  is  not  only  one  of  our 
several  larger  Island  industries,  but  one  which  is  out¬ 
standing  in  its  unique  position  in  the  scientific  world. 
To  delve  into  its  more  local  inception  and  history, 
there  is  revealed  a  story  relating  to  its  founders,  men 
of  university  training  and  broad  business  experience, 
namely  in  the  personages  of  the  one  whose  name  heads 
this  review  and  his  brothers,  Willbur  F.  Johnston, 
Melville  M.  Johnston,  and  William  A.  Johnston.  This 
enterprise,  well  known  under  its  present  title  by  our 
citizens,  was  formerly  the  firm  of  Johnston  Brothers, 
which  had  its  beginning  in  Brooklyn  more  than  three 
score  years  ago  and  shortly  thereafter  was  removed 
to  Staten  Island.  Since  that  time  various  Johnstons 
have  been  identified  with  its  activities  and  have  also 
contributed  in  a  large  measure  to  the  general  progress 
of  the  community. 

This  branch  of  the  Johnston  family  is  of  Scotch 


origin  and  was  seated  for  generations  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
Johnston’s  great-grandfather,  Thomas,  the  progenitor 
in  America,  was  born  March  28,  1735,  at  Berwick¬ 
shire  in  that  country.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  voy¬ 
aged  to  America  and  settled  in  Maine,  where  later  in 
life  he  married  a  Miss  McFarland  and  by  this  union 
there  were  three  daughters,  Katherine,  Ann  and  Jane. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Anna 
Sprone  and  they  had  four  sons,  William,  Thomas, 
John  and  James. 

William  Johnston,  the  first-mentioned  son,  was  born 
in  Bristol,  Maine,  in  1774.  During  his  lifetime  he 
engaged  in  such  activities  as  were  kindred  to  that 
countryside.  In  1802  he  married  Olive  Morton,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Friendship,  Maine,  and  their  eight  children 
were:  Mary,  John,  Mercy,  Lydia,  William,  Morton, 
Jane,  and  Mary  Ann. 

At  Bristol  the  birth  of  John  Johnston  occurred  Au¬ 
gust  23,  1806,  and  he  lived  a  long  and  useful  life,  hav¬ 
ing  passed  away  December  2,  1879,  at  Clifton,  Staten 
Island.  A  man  of  learning  and  accomplishment,  he 
possessed  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  and 
for  forty  years  served  as  Professor  of  Natural  Science 
at  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Connecticut.  He 
married  Nancey  Maria  Hamilton,  who  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  12,  1807,  and  their  children  were  five  in  num¬ 
ber:  Algernon  K.,  Willbur  F.,  Melville  M.,  Henry 
M.,  and  William  A.  Johnston.  Their  mother’s  death 
came  August  8,  1878. 

Born  in  Blandford,  Massachusetts,  April  19,  1837, 
Algernon  K.  Johnston  received  his  early  education  in 
the  private  and  high  schools  of  Middletown,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  whence  his  family  had  removed.  He  then  entered 
Wesleyan  University  and  was  graduated  from  this 
seat  of  learning  in  1857.  While  a  student  there  he  had 
also  taught  night  school  classes  and  thus  upon  his 
graduation,  he  continued  as  an  educator.  The  period 
from  1857  to  1861  was  marked  by  his  occupancy  of 
successive  teaching  positions  at  Haddam,  Connecticut, 
Lodi,  Illinois,  and  Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin.  He  also 
found  opportunity  during  this  time  to  take  a  trip 
abroad  to  Cadiz,  Spain,  and  the  Mediterranean;  to 
serve  on  the  examining  committee  of  Laurence  Uni¬ 
versity  and  to  finally  associate  himself  with  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Michigan  as  an  instructor  in  chemistry  and 
a  student  in  medicine. 

In  1861  Mr.  Johnston  invented  a  water-proof  cart¬ 
ridge,  the  first  of  its  kind,  and  used  by  the  Federal 
troops  during  the  Civil  War.  Returning  to  New  York 
he  established  a  plant,  first  at  Eighty-sixth  Street  and 
the  East  River  and  later  at  Mount  Vernon,  New 
York,  where  these  cartridges  were  manufactured. 
With  the  termination  of  hostilities  in  1865,  the  factory 
was  closed.  Mr.  Johnston  again  went  to  Mineral 
Point,  Wisconsin,  and  served  as  president  of  the  Bell¬ 
evue  Zinc  Works. 

He  returned  eastward  to  Brooklyn  in  1869.  Previ¬ 
ous  to  his  arrival,  however,  his  elder  brother,  Melville 
M.,  also  a  Wesleyan  University  graduate,  had  founded 
a  factory  in  Brooklyn  for  the  making  of  dental  sup¬ 
plies.  The  enterprise,  first  designated  as  M.  M.  John¬ 
ston,  later  became  M.  M.  Johnston  and  Company 
(with  R.  S.  Williams  as  partner).  With  the  entrance 
of  Algernon  K.  Johnston  into  the  firm  the  name  was 
again  changed,  this  time  to  Johnston  Brothers.  In 
1874  the  company  began  publication  of  “Johnston’s 
Dental  Miscellany,”  edited  by  Algernon  K.  Johnston. 

The  year  1876  marked  the  transference  of  the 
factory  to  Prince  Bay,  Staten  Island.  The  new  fac¬ 
tory,  located  at  Seguine’s  Point,  was  formerly  used  as 
a  palm  olive  manufactory  and  had  been  previously 
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purchased  by  Algernon  K.  Johnston.  Considerable 
acreage  adjacent  to  the  plant  was  also  acquired, 
thereby  planning  for  its  future  development.  The 
company’s  salesrooms,  which  were  maintained  in  New 
York  and  Brooklyn,  acted  as  a  center  of  distribution 
for  their  products. 

During  the  formative  period  of  Johnston  Brothers’ 
development,  another  firm,  similar  in  aim  and  in  the 
type  of  its  manufactured  product,  was  also  experi¬ 
encing  an  encouraging  growth  in  Philadelphia.  This 
plant  had  been  founded  in  1844  by  Dr.  Samuel  S. 
White,  a  practicing  dentist.  At  first  he  fashioned 
porcelain  teeth  by  molding  porcelain  material,  but  as 
time  went  on  the  making  of  better  dental  instruments 
also  became  a  factor.  As  his  business  expanded  he 
next  commenced  to  harness  electric  current  for  the 
convenience  of  the  dentist.  After  his  death  in  1879 
the  business  was  operated  by  the  trustees  under  the 
terms  of  his  will.  In  July,  1881,  the  concern  was  in¬ 
corporated  with  Johnston  Brothers  under  the  name  of 
The  S.  S.  White  Dental  Manufacturing  Company 
and  factories  were  maintained  at  Philadelphia  and  at 
Prince  Bay. 

The  local  plant,  consisting  of  two  factories,  was 
under  the  supervision  of  W.  A.  Johnston  and  his 
brother,  M.  M.  Johnston,  the  former  in  charge  of  the 
mechanical  division  and  the  latter  as  head  of  the 
assay  and  metallurgical  division.  Algernon  K.  John¬ 
ston  was  made  a  director  and  served  in  this  capacity 
until  his  resignation,  April  7,  1906.  At  the  same  time 
he  took  an  active  part  in  manufacturing  operations 
and  in  investigation  and  research  work  in  other  lands. 
To  the  latter  extent  he  made  two  visits  to  the  plat¬ 
inum-producing  territory  of  the  United  States  of  Col¬ 
ombia  in  search  of  new  sources  of  supply.  He  made 
other  extensive  trips  to  Cuba,  Mexico,  Canada,  Eng¬ 
land  and  countries  of  the  European  Continent  and  in 
his  own  country  visited  the  California  Coast. 

Within  his  calling,  Mr.  Johnston  was  associated 
with  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engi¬ 
neers  and  the  American  Electro-Chemical  Society. 
At  college  he  was  named  for  membership  in  the  noted 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Fraternity  and  was  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Middletown  Chapter,  Alpha  Delta  Phi 
Fraternity.  He  was  identified  with  the  American 
Jersey  Cattle  Club.  In  a  consideration  of  his  affilia¬ 
tions  on  Staten  Island,  his  public-spiritedness  and  his 
cultural  interests,  it  is  well  to  quote  in  part  from  an 
article  written  in  “The  Dental  Cosmos”  following  his 
death:  “Mr.  Johnston  was  a  man  of  broad  views  and 
wide  reading,  deeply-interested  in  progress  and  cul¬ 
ture,  and  active  in  their  stimulation.  During  his  resi¬ 
dence  of  thirty  years  on  Staten  Island  he  was  active 
in  the  promotion  of  every  movement  looking  to  the 
advancement  of  the  Island’s  interests;  was  a  member 
of  the  Staten  Island  Association  of  Arts  and  Sciences; 
a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  (at  one  time  its  treasurer),  serving  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  its  committee  on  borough  parks;  was  a  member 
of  the  advisory  committee  (appointed  by  the  trustees 
of  the  New  York  Public  Library)  on  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  libraries  on  Staten  Island  and  took  part  as 
one  of  the  original  founders  of  the  Staten  Island 
Academy.  In  all  things  he  fulfilled  the  part  of  a  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  citizen,  doing  whatever  devolved  upon  him 
in  that  relation  promptly,  energetically,  and  with  judg¬ 
ment  and  fairness.  An  exemplary  man  in  all  relations, 
he  lived  a  life  beyond  reproach.” 

Algernon  K.  Johnston’s  marriage  had  taken  place 
on  April  22,  1867,  while  in  Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin, 


to  Sarah  Ann  Atkins,  daughter  of  Barnabus  Paine 
and  Sarah  (Pratt)  Atkins.  Mrs.  Johnston,  who  was 
born  in  1835,  was  a  descendant  of  Stephen  Hopkins  of 
“Mayflower”  Pilgrims,  through  her  paternal  line.  She 
and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Will- 
bur  Hamilton,  who  was  born  January  22,  1871,  and 
died  December  26,  1925 ;  and  Frederick  A.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1874,  in  Brooklyn.  Mrs.  Johnston’s  death 
occurred  May  31,  1878.  Mr.  Johnston  took  as  his 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Isabel  Ormsby  Turell.  The  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony  was  performed  at  Clifton,  December 
I,  1883. 

Algernon  K.  Johnston’s  death  came  on  October  3, 
1909,  at  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey.  Funeral  services 
followed  at  Stapleton,  October  6th,  interment  taking 
place  in  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

Willbur  H.  Johnston,  during  his  active  career,  was 
engaged  as  a  telephone  construction  engineer  with  the 
Bell  Telephone  Company  in  various  large  cities.  He 
had  married  Harriet  Allen  Dean  of  St.  Louis,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  they  had  one  son,  Willbur  H.,  born  No¬ 
vember  23,  1903. 

Frederick  A.  Johnston,  like  his  father,  has  given 
support  to  various  local  institutions,  among  them  be¬ 
ing  the  Staten  Island  Social  Service,  Inc.  On  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1922,  he  was  elected  to  life  membership  in  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  In  re¬ 
ligious  persuasion  he  is  of  the  Episcopalian  denomina¬ 
tion  and  politically,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
organization.  His  entire  business  career  had  been 
spent  with  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Manufacturing 
Company  and  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1931, 
he  was  manager  of  the  Staten  Island  plant. 

His  marriage  took  place  January  19,  1927,  at  New 
Brighton,  to  Gladys  King,  daughter  of  Jerome  A. 
King  (q.  v.)  and  Abbie  Cora  (Nichols)  King. 


EDUARD  C.  MEURER — For  nearly  eighty  years 
the  name  of  Meurer  has  been  known  on  Staten  Island 
and  since  the  family  herein  mentioned  established  their 
home  in  this  community  it  has  fulfilled  a  worthy  place 
in  affairs  of  a  social  and  business  nature.  Its  present 
members  are  well  esteemed  throughout  the  Island. 

The  Meurers  came  from  forebears  seated  for  many 
years  in  Germany,  but  according  to  genealogical  rec¬ 
ord  possessed  by  the  present  generation,  they  were  of 
Huguenot  descent.  In  1572  two  brothers,  Georges, 
from  whom  this  branch  descends,  and  John  (Jean) 
De  Muron,  escaped  from  Paris  (St.  Bartholomew’s 
night)  and  went  to  Germany,  where  they  settled  in 
Hessen  (Kassel)  Nassau  and  Hessen,  Darmstadt, 
respectively,  th6  family  name  being  changed  to 
Meurer.  Some  of  Georges’  descendants  remained  in 
Kassel  and  others  removed  to  Spangenberg. 

The  first  of  whom  we  have  definite  information  is 
Johann  Franz  Christian  Meurer,  son  of  Martin,  who 
was  born  November  10,  1797,  in  Spangenberg.  At¬ 
taining  his  majority,  he  became  a  highly  respected 
citizen  and  was  regarded  as  a  very  intelligent  man. 
He  was  for  some  time  mayor  of  Spangenberg,  and  his 
knowledge  of  natural  history  is  said  to  have  been 
abundant.  He  married  Anna  Christine  Wolff,  a  native 
of  Saxony,  and  to  this  union  six  daughters  and  three 
sons  were  born,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy:  Ka¬ 
trina  E.,  Marie  E.,  Eliza,  and  Magdalene.  Martin, 
the  eldest,  remained  in  Germany,  but  Anna  K., 
George,  Helena,  and  Franz  Eduard  came  to  America 
in  1852,  with  their  parents.  After  spending  a  short 
time  in  New  York  City  the  family  came  to  Staten 
Island  and  took  residence  in  Stapleton,  where  Johann 
Meurer  and  his  wife  spent  their  declining  years. 
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Their  deaths  occurred  May  2,  1868,  and  March  29, 
1882,  respectively. 

Franz  Eduard  Meurer  founded,  in  1866,  a  decorat¬ 
ing  and  furnishing  establishment  in  Stapleton  that  was 
destined  to  continue  for  several  decades.  According 
to  the  Staten  Island  Directory  of  1882  he  was  thus 
engaged,  his  place  of  business  being  No.  227  Bay 
Street.  He  had  as  a  partner  during  this  period  Carl 
Hartmann,  of  Stapleton. 

Franz  E.  Meurer  was  married,  in  New  York  City, 
to  Mathilda  Hartmann,  also  of  German  extraction. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Richard.  2.  Ida,  who  died  in  infancy.  3.  Eduard 
C.,  of  whom  further.  4.  Helene,  now  a  resident  of 
Stapleton.  The  latter  was  married  twice.  After  the 
death  of  her  first  husband,  John  J.  Murray,  of  Port 
Richmond,  she  married  (second)  Wesley  Traver,  who 
died  May  2,  1926,  after  years  of  service  on  Staten  Is¬ 
land  as  a  representative  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine 
Company.  Franz  E.  Meurer’s  death  came  in  1888,  his 
wife  surviving  him  for  twenty  years. 

Eduard  C.  Meurer’s  birth  occurred  January  10, 
1870,  in  Stapleton.  After  pursuing  studies  at  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Parochial  School  and  the  public  schools  of 
Stapleton,  he,  in  1886,  entered  his  father’s  interior 
decorating  and  furniture  business.  By  that  time  this 
establishment,  which  was  located  at  the  corner  of  Bay 
and  Canal  streets,  had  grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
in  Stapleton.  After  the  elder  Meurer’s  demise,  his 
son,  Eduard  C.  Meurer,  assumed  active  management 
of  the  concern.  According  to  the  booklet  “Repre¬ 
sentative  Business  Men,”  published  in  1893,  Meurer 
and  Company,  furniture  dealers,  were  agents  for  the 
American  Linoleum  Company;  were  engaged  as 
artistic  paper  hangers  and  upholsterers,  making  a 
specialty  of  frescoing  and  color  work,  and  maintained 
four  experienced  assistants.  Mr.  Meurer  conducted 
this  enterprise  successfully  until  1921. 

Though  his  mercantile  life  had  absorbed  the  larger 
portion  of  his  attention  up  to  that  time,  Mr.  Meurer 
had  also  become  interested  in  the  work  of  local  finan¬ 
cial  institutions.  In  1903  he  was  elected  a  trustee  of 
the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank  and  at  present  his 
office  is  that  of  real  estate  appraiser  of  this  corpora¬ 
tion.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Tompkinsville 
Building  and  Loan  Association.  Affiliations  of  civic, 
fraternal  and  religious  significance  on  Staten  Island 
are  also  maintained  by  him.  He  is  identified  with  the 
local  Rotary  Club;  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  Senior  Past 
Master;  and  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  of  Stapleton. 
Since  1891,  Mr.  Meurer  has  been  a  trustee  of  this 
church  and  has  acted  as  its  treasurer  since  1900. 

His  marriage  took  place  February  28,  1893,  at 
Stapleton,  to  Margaretha  E.  Siemer,  daughter  of  John 
C.  and  Elizabeth  (Bremmer)  Siemer.  Mrs.  Meurer’s 
parents  were  of  German  lineage,  her  father  coming  to 
Staten  Island  in  1850,  after  spending  his  earlier  life 
in  Germany.  Her  mother  was  born  in  New  York 
City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meurer  became  the  parents  of 
two  sons:  1.  Edward  John,  born  December  27,  1893. 

2.  Albert  Werner,  born  January  22,  1904;  he  is  now 
associated  with  Prince  and  Company,  of  Manhattan. 
The  Meurer  residence  is  situated  at  No.  413  St.  Paul’s 
Avenue,  Stapleton. 

Edward  John  Meurer  obtained  his  early  education 
at  public  school  and  at  Westerleigh  Collegiate  Insti¬ 
tute.  He  then  attended  Curtis  High  School  and  in 
1914  was  graduated  from  the  General  Society  of  Me¬ 
chanics  and  Tradesmen.  He  had  undertaken  the  lat¬ 
ter  course  after  the  beginning  of  his  association  with 


the  W.  and  A.  Fletcher  Shipbuilding  Company  of 
Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  in  order  to  derive  a  more  tech¬ 
nical  training.  After  working  his  way  forward,  first  to 
a  master  mechanics’  post  in  this  employ  and  later  as 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  plant,  he  resigned  in 
1926.  This  period  of  service  was  signalized  by  intense 
activity  in  shipbuilding  circles,  and  on  the  entrance 
of  our  country  into  the  World  War,  Mr.  Meurer  was 
selected  to  supervise  all  machinery  and  boiler  opera¬ 
tions  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  “Leviathan”  and  other 
transports.  This  work  was  conducted  by  the  W.  and 
A.  Fletcher  Company,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Navy  Department. 

After  his  resignation  in  1926,  Mr.  Meurer  organ¬ 
ized  a  trucking  business  of  his  own,  under  the  name 
of  the  E.  J.  Meurer  Trucking  Company,  Incorporated. 
He  directs  this  business  at  the  current  time.  Within 
his  calling,  he  is  identified  with  the  Traffic  Club  of 
New  York.  His  other  memberships  include:  The 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  local  Ki- 
wanis  Club,  Tompkins  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
and  the  Mayflower  Country  Club.  He  is  treasurer  of 
the  last-named  organization. 

Edward  J.  Meurer  married,  on  June  25,  1919,  Mar¬ 
garet  A.  Schaefer,  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Caroline 
(Winsch)  Schaefer,  both  of  whom  are  referred  to 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meurer  have 
a  daughter,  Carol  Margaret  Meurer.  Their  home  is 
at  No.  48  Ward  Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


AMBROSE  TOMPKINS  SPRINGSTEAD— In 

the  promotion  of  the  various  mercantile  establishments 
on  Staten  Island  which  constitute  the  foundation  for 
our  business  stability  and  advancement,  men  of  un¬ 
usual  initiative  and  ability  along  commercial  lines  are 
thus  engaged.  In  the  great  Kills  district  of  our  Island 
the  Springstead  Supply  Company,  Incorporated,  deal¬ 
ers  in  masons’  materials,  is  a  well-recognized  concern 
managed  by  men  of  such  character.  The  late  Ambrose 
T.  Springstead,  of  whom  this  review  relates,  was  sec¬ 
retary  of  this  concern  until  his  recent  passing. 

On  his  paternal  side,  Mr.  Springstead  descended 
from  a  family  of  early  English  extraction,  first  resi¬ 
dent  in  America  in  Colonial  times,  and  existent  on 
Staten  Island  since  1874.  Subsequent  to  coming  here, 
their  members  have  become  united  by  marriage  with 
other  Richmond  County  families,  many  of  the  latter 
having  been  pioneers  in  the  development  of  this  Is¬ 
land.  Mr.  Springstead’s  grandfather  was  William 
Springstead,  of  Rockland  County,  New  York.  He 
married  Lavina  Tompkins,  a  member  of  a  noted 
Westchester  County  family  later  transplanted  on 
Staten  Island  and  conspicuous  in  civil  affairs.  They 
were  the  parents  of  George  A.  Springstead,  of  further 
mention. 

George  A.  Springstead  was  born  May  16,  1859,  at 
Tompkins  Cove,  New  Jersey,  where  the  family  had 
removed,  and  where  he  was  educated.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  came  to  Staten  Island,  and  during  the  fore¬ 
part  of  his  life  in  this  vicinity,  followed  the  sea  as  a 
captain  of  coastal  sailing  vessels.  Later  he  engaged 
in  the  transportation  of  marble,  brick  and  other  ma¬ 
terials  in  New  York,  before  becoming  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Springstead  Supply  Company  of 
Great  Kills.  The  establishment  of  this  concern,  com¬ 
ing  after  his  experience  within  the  transportation  and 
supply  business  in  New  York,  gave  him  ample  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  execute  certain  well-formulated  plans  that 
he  had  evolved.  His  marriage  took  place  in  1888,  to 
Daisy  Anna,  daughter  of  Captain  John  and  Hannah 
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(Doyle)  Van  Pelt.  The  Van  Pelt  family,  which  is  of 
old  Staten  Island  stock,  first  appeared  in  America 
about  1687,  for  it  is  recorded  that  in  that  year  Wouter 
(Walter)  Anthony  and  Aert  Van  Pelt  resided  in  New 
Utrecht,  Long  Island.  The  first  Van  Pelt  on  Staten 
Island  was  Hendrick,  who  was  the  father  of  children 
born  between  1696  and  1701,  according  to  family  rec¬ 
ords  and  local  historians.  Another  early  representa¬ 
tive  was  Peter  Van  Pelt,  who  had  a  son,  Jan,  baptized 
on  October  21,  1707,  and  a  son,  Samuel,  July  25,  1710. 
From  these  early  ancestors,  Captain  John  Van  Pelt 
was  descended.  Captain  Van  Pelt  aided  in  the  train¬ 
ing  of  soldiers  for  the  Civil  War  and  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  founder  of  the 
Vanderbilt  fortune,  and  operator  for  many  years  of  a 
Staten  Island-Manhattan  ferry.  Captain  Van  Pelt 
lived  to  more  than  ninety  years  of  age,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  old  Moravian  Church 
Cemetery. 

George  A.  and  Daisy  Anna  (Van  Pelt)  Spring- 
stead  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  born  on 
Staten  Island:  1.  Lavina  May,  who  married  Walter 
E.  Besiegel;  they  have  two  children,  Daisjr  Anna  and 
Elizabeth.  2.  Ambrose  T.,  of  further  mention.  3. 
George  A.,  Jr.,  who  married  Ruth  Metcalfe,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  George  Albert,  3d, 
William,  and  Marjorie.  4.  Hannah  Irene,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Lieutenant  Anderson,  United  States  Navy,  and 
now  deceased,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Virginia. 
5.  Le  Roy  John,  mentioned  in  a  biographical  narra¬ 
tive  following. 

Ambrose  T.  Springstead  was  born  at  Greenridge, 
April  20,  1892,  and  received  his  education  at  Public 
School  No.  8  in  Great  Kills  and  No.  5  at  Huguenot. 
After  being  employed  in  various  positions  which  fur¬ 
nished  him  a  somewhat  early  experience  in  the  field  of 
business,  he,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  became  a  clerk 
with  the  L.  K.  Liggett  Company  of  New  York  City. 
Later,  he  was  connected  with  the  Texas  Oil  Company 
for  a  brief  period.  However,  in  1921,  he  joined  his 
father  and  his  brothers,  George  A.  Springstead,  Jr., 
and  Le  Roy  J.  Springstead,  in  the  formation  of  the 
Springstead  Supply  Company,  dealers  in  masons’  ma¬ 
terials,  with  headquarters  at  No.  4315  Amboy  Road, 
Great  Kills.  The  officers  of  the  firm  were:  President, 
George  A.  Springstead,  Sr.;  vice-president,  Le  Roy  J. 
Springstead;  secretary,  Ambrose  T.  Springstead;  and 
treasurer,  George  A.  Springstead,  Jr. 

The  company’s  steady  and  certain  growth  during  its 
nine  years  of  existence  stamps  it  as  one  of  the  leading 
establishments  of  its  kind  in  the  South  Shore  section. 
One  of  the  principal  reasons  for  this  development  lies 
in  the  resourcefulness  and  business  acumen  of  its 
founders  and  managers  and  to  the  well-formulated 
plan  of  dividing  the  tasks  of  business  operation.  With 
such  an  efficient  system  being  in  effect  and  full  con¬ 
solidation  and  improvement  made  of  every  material 
gain,  the  promise  of  significant  advancement  in  the 
future  is  a  highly-encouraging  one. 

Ambrose  T.  Springstead’s  marriage  came  on  Au¬ 
gust  15,  1924,  to  Fannie  Edith  Christie,  of  West  New* 
Brighton,  a  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Catherine 
(Mclver)  Christie,  old  residents  of  Staten  Island,  who 
had  come  here  in  earlier  years  from  their  native  Scot¬ 
land.  To  Ambrose  T.  Springstead  and  his  wife,  a  son 
was  born,  Ambrose  Tompkins,  Jr.,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  on  May  27,  1926.  The  family  residence  is  at 
No.  31  Oakdale  Avenue,  Great  Kills.  Mr.  Spring¬ 
stead  died  December  30,  1929,  and  his  interment  took 
place  in  Moravian  Cemetery. 


LeROY  JOHN  SPRINGSTEAD— As  related  in 
the  preceding  narrative,  which  contains  a  brief  ac¬ 
count  of  the  family  genealogy,  the  parents  of  LeRoy 
J.  Springstead  were  George  Albert  and  Daisy  Anna 
(Van  Pelt)  Springstead,  of  Great  Kills.  Mr.  Spring- 
stead’s  birth  occurred  at  Woodrow,  October  1,  1899, 
and  after  his  preliminary  education  had  been  obtained 
at  Public  School  No.  8,  he  entered  Curtis  High  School 
at  New  Brighton.  He  did  not  complete  a  full  course 
of  study  at  the  latter  institution,  because  when  the 
World  War  was  dividing  Europe  into  warring  fac¬ 
tions,  he  was  anxious  to  enlist  for  service  in  the  Allied 
cause.  He  therefore  left  school,  journeyed  to  Canada 
and  volunteered  for  duty.  Being  accepted,  he  joined 
the  Canadian  Air  Force  and  served  for  about  two  years 
in  this  branch  of  military  service.  His  preliminary 
training  was  obtained  in  Camp  Borden  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  specialized  drilling  in  ground  work  at  To¬ 
ronto  University  and  instruction  in  flying  and  gunnery 
at  Armour  Heights  and  Camp  Mohawk.  He  was  then 
sent  to  England  to  various  training  camps  and  fire 
schools,  serving  as  flying  instructor,  with  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant,  which  he  had  received  in  Canada  be¬ 
fore  going  overseas.  His  branch  of  the  British  forces 
was  at  first  designated  the  Royal  Flying  Corps,  but 
after  amalgamation  of  the  various  units  it  was  entitled 
the  Royal  Air  Force,  under  which  name  it  operates 
at  the  present  time.  After  the  Armistice,  Mr.  Spring¬ 
stead  was  repatriated  to  Canada  and  there  discharged. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Spring¬ 
stead  came  to  Great  Kills  and  as  mentioned  in  his 
brother’s  biographical  review,  helped  to  organize  the 
Springstead  Supply  Company,  Incorporated,  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  his  father  and  two  brothers.  At  the  cur¬ 
rent  day  he  is  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
this  concern,  which  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  furnishing  of  masons’  and  contractors’  neces¬ 
sities,  such  as  cement,  sand,  brick  and  other  building 
materials  to  construction  firms  throughout  the  Island. 

Within  his  calling,  Mr.  Springstead  is  identified 
with  organizations  not  only  of  a  business  nature  but 
also  at  the  same  time  supporting  many  phases  of  civic 
activity  on  Staten  Island.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Great 
Kills  Business  Men’s  Association.  Fraternally,  his 
affiliation  is  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Undoubtedly,  Mr.  Springstead’s  fondest  interests  • 
outside  of  his  business  career  and  his  home  life  em¬ 
brace  a  love  for  military  service  and  for  athletics  of  a 
rugged  character.  While  a  student  at  high  school,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Curtis  High  School  troop  of 
cadets,  an  organization  affiliated  with  Troop  F,  of  the 
Cavalry  of  the  New  York  State  National  Guard.  He 
was  president  of  his  class  at  Curtis  and  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  both  the  hockey  and  basketball  teams.  In  the 
latter  sport  he  excelled,  playing  for  several  years  on 
the  quintet  representing  the  Great  Kills  Moravian 
Church.  At  the  time  of  the  trouble  on  the  Mexican 
Border  he  volunteered  for  service,  but  after  being  re¬ 
jected  because  of  his  youth,  enlisted  for  farm  work  in 
order  to  relieve  many  older  laborers  who  had  been 
accepted  for  military  duty.  It  was  shortly  after  this 
time  that  he  joined  the  Canadian  Air  Force.  Al¬ 
together,  it  may  be  noted  that  his  sense  of  patriotism 
and  consequent  performance  of  military  duty  has  made 
his  life  much  richer  and  fuller. 

LeRoy  J.  Springstead  married,  in  1922,  Marie  Mc¬ 
Neil,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  but  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  she  was  a  resident  of  Pleasant  Plains.  Her 
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parents  were  the  late  Thomas  and  Anna  (Allen)  Mc¬ 
Neil.  Thomas  McNeil  was,  in  earlier  days,  a  prom¬ 
inent  broker  of  New  York  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Springstead  live  at  No.  115  Bloomingdale  Road, 
Annadale.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mary- 
anna,  born  January  13,  1923.  The  accompanying  por¬ 
trait  is  that  of  LeRoy  J.  Springstead’s  father. 


HERMANN  LINDHEIMER — At  Frankfort-on- 
the-Main,  Germany,  the  ancient  Free  Imperial  City, 
which  was  for  centuries  the  scene  of  the  elections  and 
coronations  of  the  German  Emperors,  Mr.  Lindheimer 
was  born  on  March  10,  1872.  He  was  one  of  the  old 
patrician  families  forming  the  exclusive  circle  which 
governed  the  small  but  wealthy  and  influential  Re¬ 
public.  The  first  of  the  family  appearing  in  the  public 
records  was  Marcolf  von  Lyntheym,  or  Lintheim,  a 
noble  burgher,  who  was  a  magistrate  (Schoeff)  in 
1292.  His  large  home  or  “court”  gave  the  name  to  the 
street  on  which  it  fronted  and  this  street  is  known  by 
the  same  name  today  ( Lindheimer gasse).  The  present 
spelling  of  the  family  name  has  been  in  general  use 
since  after  the  Reformation  in  the  first  part  of  the 
sixteenth  century. 

The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Johann  Philipp  Friedrich  Lindheimer,  was  a  builder 
on  a  large  scale,  and  about  1866,  when  the  city  was 
annexed  by  Prussia,  was  a  member  of  the  legislative 
body.  His  first  wife  was  Sybille  Horrmann,  of  the 
same  family  as  the  Stapleton  Horrmanns,  and  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife  was  Amalie  Henriette  Dejonge,  the  sister  of 
the  founders  of  the  paper  factory  on  Staten  Island. 
One  of  the  sons  of  the  first  marriage  was  Gustav  Ed¬ 
uard,  the  first  of  this  branch  of  the  family  to  come  to 
the  United  States.  In  the  Franco-German  War  of 
1870-71  Eduard  served  as  a  Prussian  officer.  After 
the  war  he  devoted  himself  to  his  large  printing  busi¬ 
ness.  In  1871  he  married  Anna  Friederike  Hermine 
Bier,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Johann  Jacob  Bier  and 
Christiane  Krafft,  of  Hanau-on-the-Main. 

Hermann  was  the  son  of  Eduard  and  Hermine,  the 
latter  dying  shortly  after  her  son’s  birth.  His  school¬ 
ing  was  obtained  in  his  native  city,  and  at  Hanau  and 
Augsburg,  where  he  graduated  from  the  Gymnasium 
at  St.  Anna  in  1891.  His  father  had  taken  Clara  Hen¬ 
riette  Wilhelmine  Wolff  as  his  second  wife,  and  in 
1891  came  to  this  country  with  his  entire  family.  Her¬ 
mann  was  the  only  child  of  the  first  marriage,  and 
Johanna  (Olsen),  Elizabeth,  Emma,  Mathilde  (Ger¬ 
ber),  Pauline  (Smith),  Carl,  Amelia  (Staubitz), 
Clara  (Wolff),  Susan  (Beam),  Gertrude  (Thomas), 
Rudolf  and  Edward  were  the  children  of  the  second 
marriage.  The  last  five  were  born  in  America.  Here 
the  father,  known  as  Edward  G.  Lindheimer,  still  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  the  graphic  arts.  In  1897  the  family 
settled  on  Staten  Island,  and  in  1903  Edward  G.  died. 

During  the  first  few  years  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country  Hermann  was  a  teacher  of  languages  and  a 
tutor,  and  also  held  several  business  positions.  He 
entered  New  York  University  in  1894,  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1896,  and  after  a  post-gradu¬ 
ate  year  received  the  degree  of  LL.  M.  in  1897.  In 
that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  His  specialty  is 
real  estate  law  and  Surrogate’s  Court  practice.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  he  served  in  the  Police  Reserves 
and  was  connected  with  an  ammunition  plant  in  New 
York  and  also  with  financial  departments  of  the 
United  States  Shipping  Board.  After  the  war  he 
joined  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company  and 
is  now  an  officer  and  assistant  manager  of  that  corpo¬ 
ration  in  the  law  department  of  its  Staten  Island 
branch. 


Hermann  Lindheimer  has  resided  on  Staten  Island 
ever  since  1897.  In  1898  he  married  Caroline  Rose, 
who  was  born  in  Chicago  as  the  daughter  of  Stephen 
Gerber  and  Rose  (Kurtzmann)  Gerber.  Stephen 
Gerber  came  to  this  country  when  a  very  young  boy 
with  his  widowed  mother,  Caroline,  formerly  Loesch. 
They  came  from  Forchheim,  Baden,  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  had  his  schooling  in  St.  Mary’s 
College  and  later  entered  the  banking  business  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  married  the  daughter  of  the  well- 
known  piano  manufacturer,  Christian  Kurtzmann.  His 
wife’s  mother  was  Rosalie  Wurkli,  who  originally 
came  from  Strassburg,  Alsace.  For  many  years 
Stephen  lived  in  New  York,  where  he  was  in  business. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  dead.  Their  children 
were  Caroline  Rose  (Gerber)  Lindheimer,  above  men¬ 
tioned;  Louis  Francis;  Stephen  George;  Carl,  and 
Emmie  Josephine  (Jones). 

Hermann  and  Caroline  Rose  (Gerber)  Lindheimer 
have  one  son,  Kurt,  who  was  born  on  Staten  Island 
on  August  6,  1899,  attended  the  public  schools  and 
Curtis  High  School  and  is  an  accountant.  He  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  Marjorie  Adelaide  Tong,  the  daughter  of  the 
late  William  H.  Tong  and  his  wife,  Adelaide,  of  Sta¬ 
pleton,  and  they  live  on  Staten  Island.  They  have  one 
son,  Kurt,  Jr.,  who  was  born  on  Staten  Island  on 
December  20,  1928. 

Hermann  Lindheimer  is  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Richmond 
County  Bar  Association,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  Democratic  Club  of  Richmond 
County.  Mrs.  Lindheimer  is  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Auxiliary 
of  the  Institute,  of  which  she  is  a  vice-president,  the 
Clio  Literary  Society  of  Huguenot  Park,  of  which  she 
is  a  former  president,  and  the  Women’s  Club  of 
Prince  Bay. 


LOUIS  H.  PUTNAM— One  of  the  more  recent 
residents  of  Staten  Island  is  Louis  H.  Putnam,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  who  has 
spent  more  than  twenty-six  years  in  executive  ad¬ 
ministrative  work  in  city,  State  and  national  organ¬ 
izations  and  institutions,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

In  early  Colonial  times,  during  the  formative  pe¬ 
riod  of  our  country’s  development  and  later  when  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  became  the  medium  by  which 
our  independence  was  made  secure,  the  name  of 
Putnam  was  one  of  distinction,  particularly  in  a 
military  sense.  One,  whose  name  and  deeds  were 
renowned  at  that  time,  was  General  Rufus  Putnam, 
an  ancestor  of  the  Putnam  family,  and  when  the 
Civil  War  threatened  to  disrupt  the  union  of  the 
states,  John  Putnam,  father  of  Louis  H.  Putnam, 
rallied  to  the  Northern  cause  and  served  valiantly  as 
a  major  in  this  service.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
merchant,  residing  for  the  larger  part  of  his  life  in 
Batavia,  New  York.  His  wife  was  Ellen  Jane  Put¬ 
nam,  daughter  of  Upton  and  Ursella  (Luther)  Put¬ 
nam. 

Their  son,  Louis  H.  Putnam,  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  1879,  in  Albion,  New  York  and  there  gained 
part  of  his  education  in  the  local  schools.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Georgia  where 
some  of  the  most  interesting  experiences  of  his  life 
took  place. 

His  early  business  career  was  one  of  many  asso¬ 
ciations.  Within  a  few  years  time  he  was  connected 
with  the  Johnston  Harvester  Company  at  Batavia 
in  this  State,  was  later  employed  by  the  General 
Electric  Company  of  Schenectady  in  the  Students 
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Department,  managed  a  two  hundred-acre  planta¬ 
tion  in  the  south  and  attended  Emory  University 
now  located  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Mr.  Putnam  held  his  first  executive  post  in  1903 
as  director  of  Boys’  Work  in  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Subse¬ 
quently,  he  continued  boys’  work  activities  at  Birm¬ 
ingham,  Alabama,  where  over  a  three-year  period 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Juvenile  Court  Sys¬ 
tem  which  he  organized  and  was  responsible  for  the 
passing  of  the  Juvenile  Court  State  Law.  He  was 
also  superintendent  of  the  Birmingham  Boys’  Club 
and  other  juvenile  interests.  In  1907  he  became 
superintendent  of  the  Mobile  County  Court  System, 
Mobile,  Alabama,  and  in  that  city  organized  and 
served  as  vice-chairman  of  the  Central  Committee, 
Mobile  Confederate  Veterans’  Reunion. 

Mr.  Putnam  later  became  the  head  of  the  Florida 
State  Industrial  School  and  Reformatory  but  left 
the  South  in  1913,  to  become  State  director  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  in  Maryland.  A  year  later 
he  returned  to  the  field  of  State  governmental, 
juvenile  social  welfare,  when  his  appointment  to  the 
post  of  superintendent  of  the  North  Carolina  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  and  Aid  Society  came,  a  society  for 
dependent,  neglected  and  defective  children.  There 
he  established  the  first  children’s  receiving  home.  He 
held  these  two  posts  in  North  Carolina  over  a  period 
of  three  years  until  1917,  when  the  State  of  West 
Virginia  called  him  for  an  intensive  six-year  period 
of  administrative  work.  During  that  time  it  was  his 
privilege  to  hold  the  office  of  executive  secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Children’s  Guardians,  a  State 
Department  for  delinquents,  defectives  and  depend¬ 
ents,  He  held  membership  in  six  State  associations 
connected  with  his  six  years’  residence  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Three  Rotary  clubs  were  also  founded  by 
him  while  in  this  State. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Putnam  was  vice- 
chairman  of  West  Virginia’s  Liberty  Loan  Commit¬ 
tee  and  of  State-wide  groups  for  recruiting  men  and 
raising  war  funds.  He  was  also  associate  director 
of  four  “Minute  Men’s”  committees,  and  member  of 
the  State  Council  for  Defense.  He  was  secretary 
of  the  West  Virginia  Mental  Survey  Commission 
as  a  result  of  whose  efforts  West  Virginia  finally 
established  a  school  for  the  care  and  training  of 
mental  defectives.  In  1923  he  left  West  Virginia 
to  assume  the  general  directorship  of  State  institu¬ 
tions  in  Rhode  Island,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
State  Public  Welfare  Commission. 

Within  the  period  from  1923  to  his  installation  as 
superintendent  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  Mr. 
Putnam  served  as  executive  officer  in  charge  of  a 
number  of  institutions,  departments  and  bureaus  em¬ 
braced  in  the  social  welfare  system  of  Rhode  Island. 
His  executive  ability  and  efficiency  became  so  marked 
during  his  six  years  of  activity  here  that  no  less  than 
twenty  units  in  all  were  placed  under  his  administra¬ 
tion.  Three  of  these  were  Rhode  Island’s  three 
major  penal  institutions:  the  State  Prison,  the  Re¬ 
formatory  for  Women  and  the  Providence  County 
Jail.  The  remainder  follow:  Two  schools  for  delin¬ 
quents,  Oaklawn  (for  girls)  and  Sockanosset  (for 
boys),  Exeter  School  for  Defectives,  the  Colony  for 
Defective  Delinquents,  Hospital  for  Mental  Dis¬ 
eases,  State  Infirmary  for  Adult  Dependents  and  In¬ 
digents,  State  Home  and  School  for  Juvenile  Depend¬ 
ents,  the  State  Probation  Department,  Children’s 
Bureau,  Mothers’  Aid  Bureau,  Soldier’s  Relief 
Bureau,  Psychological  Bureau,  Purchasing  Agent’s 
Department,  Constructions  Department,  Central 


Power  Plant,  Salvage  Division  and  the  General 
Store. 

Mr.  Putnam  assumed  his  new  duties  at  the  Staten 
Island  Hospital  on  October  1,  1929,  thus  succeeding 
Dr.  Marvin  Z.  Westervelt  (q.  v),  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  summer  of  that  year.  In  the  various 
states  in  which  he  has  served,  the  help  for  crippled 
children  has  attracted  his  attention  and  interest,  thus 
to  have  the  Staten  Island  Hospital  engage  in  the 
corrective  care  of  deformed  children  is  an  ideal  aim. 
In  his  many  years  of  work  in  the  field  in  which  he 
has  now  become  thoroughly  acquainted,  Mr.  Putnam 
has  found  satisfaction,  born  of  experiences  that  have 
been  of  a  deep  human  character.  One  must  believe 
him  when  he  says:  “I  would  not  trade  my  life  and 
the  work  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  for  the 
millions  with  which  many  other  men  may  be  en¬ 
dowed.” 

The  new  superintendent  is  a  member  of  numerous 
societies  of  a  fraternal,  professional  and  patriotic 
nature,  which  follow:  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Staten 
Island  Rotary  Club,  the  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science,  a  committee  member  of  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Social  Work,  American  Association  of 
Social  Workers,  the  American  Red  Cross,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Security  League  and  other  State  and  national 
organizations. 

Mr.  Putnam  married,  November  25,  1910,  Nina 
Mary  Jane  Felkner  of  Marion,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
Homer  W.  and  Effie  L.  (Converse)  Felkner.  Mrs. 
Putnam  was  a  close  friend  and  neighbor  of  the  wife 
of  President  Warren  G.  Harding  and  cherishes 
among  her  possessions  a  photograph  of  the  late 
President.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putnam  are  the  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Nina  Louise,  and  a  son,  Charles  Upton. 


WALTER  RENO  WATSON— The  Watson  fam¬ 
ily  is  of  ancient  Scotch  origin,  but  in  the  beginning 
of  the  sixteenth  century  members  of  it  went  into 
England  and  became  seated  at  Northumberland 
Grange.  The  given  name  of  Robert  seems  to  have 
occurred  throughout  successive  generations,  and  illus¬ 
trious  among  them  during  their  four  hundred  years 
of  residence  in  the  latter  country  was  a  Sir  Robert 
Watson,  sometime  head  of  the  House  of  Watson. 
They  were  persons  of  dominant  spirit  and  Lords  of 
their  surveys,  having  considerable  influence,  holding 
positions  of  honor,  and  large  tracts  of  Crown  land. 

About  1750,  another  Robert  Watson  was  born  on 
the  family  estate  near  the  town  of  Oxford,  Eng¬ 
land.  (This  being  the  location  of  the  famous  Oxford 
University.)  He  was  well  reared  according  to  the 
social  status  of  his  people;  and  evidently  an  Oxford 
student,  because  it  was  at  this  institution  that  most 
of  them  acquired  their  learning.  Being  the  eldest 
son,  he  succeeded  as  the  head  of  the  estate,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Morley,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons: 
Robert  and  James.  During  the  American  Revolution 
he  was  a  member  of  the  British  forces  and  served 
under  General  Cornwallis,  who  later  surrendered  to 
General  Washington  at  Yorktown,  Virginia.  While 
absent  from  England  his  wife  died;  and  after  his 
return  to  that  country  he  married  again,  this  time  a 
lady  by  the  name  of  Burton.  In  time  a  desire  seized 
him  to  return  to  America,  whereupon  he  relinquished 
his  claim  as  reigning  member  of  the  family  to  his 
eldest  son  of  his  first  wife,  and  came  to  this  country 
about  1800.  Robert  and  James,  the  sons  of  his  first 
marriage,  remained  in  England  and  endeavored  to 
rebuild  the  impoverished  estate  of  the  family.  Their 
deaths  took  place  in  later  years  at  Oxford.  By  the 
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second  marriage  of  Robert  Watson  there  were  seven 
sons,  as  follows :  John,  Joseph,  William,  Robert, 
James,  Josiah,  and  Charles.  They  are  believed  to 
have  been  born  in  the  West  in  the  states  now  known 
as  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  their  parents 
having  located  in  these  places  from  time  to  time. 
Some  of  the  sons  remained  in  the  West,  while  others 
went  to  Canada  and  the  West  Indies,  and  there  per¬ 
manently  settled.  Robert  Watson  and  his  second  wife 
died  in  America. 

James  Watson,  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Mor- 
ley)  Watson,  was  an  Oxford  University  man;  sheriff 
of  the  town  of  Oxford  for  many  years;  carried  on  a 
large  grain  and  coal  business;  became  a  substantial 
holder  of  some  of  England’s  first  railroad  property; 
and  was  also  a  large  lessee  of  Crown  land  at  Medley 
Abbey.  He  married  Alice  Towel,  a  sister  of  the 
mayor  of  Oxford,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Alice  (Whittle)  Towel.  They  had  five  children: 
John,  Joseph  J.,  Samuel  T.,  Thurza  A.,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  M.  The  death  of  James  Watson  occurred  in 
England  about  i860.  His  son,  Samuel  T.,  later 
known  on  Staten  Island  as  Judge  Watson,  came  to 
the  United  States  just  after  the  Civil  War.  At  dif¬ 
ferent  times  the  others  came,  and  eventually  their 
mother,  Alice  Towel  Watson.  Elizabeth  M.  married 
David  Melvin,  of  Linoleumville,  Staten  Island.  The 
rest  of  the  family  settled  in  Chicago  and  the  West, 
there  joining  the  Watson  families  who  had  located 
there  a  generation  previously. 

Samuel  Towel  Watson,  son  of  James  and  Alice 
(Towel)  Watson,  was  born  on  Freeland  farm,  at 
Haddon  Hall  (made  famous  by  Dorothy  Vernon), 
on  the  estate  owned  by  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  in 
England.  He  was  educated  in  the  private  school  of 
Captain  Varney,  and  then  went  to  Oxford  Univer¬ 
sity,  where  he  pursued  classical  studies  and  was 
graduated.  After  completing  his  school  years,  he 
married  Ann  Wright,  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Smithers)  Wright,  of  Kent,  England;  Eliza¬ 
beth  Smithers  being  the  sister  of  Admiral  Sir  Harry 
Smithers,  of  the  British  Navy. 

At  first  Samuel  T.  Watson  engaged  in  farming, 
leasing  several  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Blenheim 
from  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  The  farm  was  part 
of  the  beautiful  and  immense  estate  of  the  Duke,  and 
was  situated  on  a  hilly  tract  which  commanded  a 
full  view  of  the  country  about,  including  other  lands 
of  the  nobles.  Being  located  eight  miles  west  of 
Oxford,  the  Watson  estate  was  the  same  distance  to 
the  east  of  the  town;  and  here  he  remained,  thus 
engaged,  for  six  years.  Giving  up  agriculture,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  interests  which  he  and  his 
brothers  had  in  coal  and  grain  business ;  also  increased 
his  holdings  in  the  Western  Railroad  of  England.  He 
has  become  a  man  of  considerable  wealth,  but  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  strife  throughout  the 
continent,  as  well  as  the  great  war  between  the 
the  North  and  the  South  in  this  country,  an  economic 
depression  caused  a  considerable  decrease  in  his  for¬ 
tune.  That,  coupled  with  the  death  of  his  father, 
resulted  in  his  coming  to  America.  About  1866  he 
came  to  America  and  located  in  Brooklyn,  where  he 
became  a  private  secretary  to  the  firm  of  Hunter 
and  Kellar,  wholesalers  of  plumbing  supplies.  The 
Morley  family  of  England  had  previously  located 
in  that  city,  and  after  three  years  with  Hunter  and 
Kellar,  he  joined  his  cousin,  John  Morley,  who  had 
built  the  Morley  Hotel  in  the  Adirondack  Mountains 
of  New  York.  (Since  then  Morley’s  in  the  Moun¬ 
tains  has  become  renowned.)  After  two  years  with 
his  cousin,  he  sold  his  share  in  the  hotel  and  returned 


to  Brooklyn  for  a  short  time.  He  resumed  his 
employment  with  his  original  employers,  and  took 
up  residence  at  Hasbrouck  Heights,  in  New  Jersey. 

About  1885  he  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  located 
at  Linoleumville,  where  his  family  has  since  been 
located.  He  became  connected  with  the  Linoleum 
Company,  of  which  his  brother-in-law,  David  Melvin, 
was  superintendent.  During  his  life  here  he  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years  and  earned  the 
title  of  Judge  Watson.  He  became  interested  in 
real  estate  and  helped  in  the  building  of  that  commu¬ 
nity.  When  he  came  here  Linoleumville  was  situated 
on  a  ridge  of  land  between  two  wide  expanses  of 
swamp  land,  and  was  sparsely  settled.  Here  and 
there  was  a  pioneer  house  with  a  few  tillable  acres 
around  it,  but  later,  through  the  progress  of  indus¬ 
try  and  the  coming  of  new  residents,  the  district 
became  widely  developed.  In  addition  to  his  activi¬ 
ties  in  town  affairs,  and  allied  with  his  real  estate 
interests,  he  became  a  director  of  the  Northfield 
Building,  and  Loan  Association,  and  served  for  twenty 
years  as  vice-president  of  the  Westerleigh  Building 
Loan  and  Savings  Association.  He  was  a  staunch 
Democrat  and  an  Episcopalian.  He  died  on  May  27, 
1917,  and  his  widow  on  December  3,  1909.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  were 
born  in  England,  one  in  Brooklyn,  and  one  in  Has¬ 
brouck  Heights:  Cedric  S.  T.,  of  whom  further; 
Amy  E.,  living  in  Linoleumville,  aged,  seventy  years, 
unmarried;  Beatrice  E.,  died  unmarried  in  1928; 
Duncan  T.,  died  in  young  manhood;  Annie  M.,  the 
wife  of  Albert  T.  Berich,  of  Linoleumville;  Arthur 
J.,  living  in  Port  Richmond. 

Cedric  Samuel  Towel  Watson,  son  of  Samuel 
Towel  and  Ann  (Wright)  Watson,  was  born  on  the 
Blenheim  farm  in  England.  After  the  removal  of 
his  parents  to  America,  he  was  educated  in  the 
Brooklyn  public  schools  and  Cooper’s  Institute,  New 
York.  He  followed  his  profession  as  a  civil  engineer 
and  later  became  a  marine  engineer,  which  occupa¬ 
tion  he  was  engaged  in  for  a  number  of  years,  having 
made  many  voyages  to  different  parts  of  the  world. 
He  has  been  in  more  recent  years  chief  engineer  of 
the  ferry  boats  between  Linoleumville  and  Carteret, 
New  Jersey.  He  married  Caroline  Demarest,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Abraham  Demarest,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a 
Christopher.  Both  were  old  Dutch  families  of  New 
Jersey  and  Staten  Island,  respectively.  Nine  chil¬ 
dren  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Chester;  Clarence;  Walter  Reno,  of  further 
mention;  Charles  L.;  Abraham;  Roy  S.;  Caroline; 
Wilbur,  and  George  W. 

Walter  Reno  Watson,  son  of  Cedric  S.  T.  and 
Caroline  L.  (Demarest)  Watson,  was  born  in  Mari¬ 
ners  Harbor  on  May  17,  1888.  He  attended  the 
public  school  of  his  birthplace,  the  high  school  at 
Port  Richmond,  and  followed  this  with  graduation  from 
Curtis  High  School,  class  of  1905.  He  was  well  up  in 
his  studies  and  excelled  in  sports  at  Port  Richmond, 
having  won  scholarship  and  athletic  medals.  Baseball 
and  football  were  played  by  him  at  both  schools.  His 
career  in  the  field  of  local  real  estate  has  been  highly 
successful,  and  through  his  interest  in  such  affairs  he 
has  aided  greatly  in  the  development  and  progress  of 
this  community.  The  early  business  training  of  Mr. 
Watson  began  in  the  office  of  his  grandfather  at 
Linoleumville,  whose  real  estate  business  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  in  1908.  He  first  developed  a  five-acre 
tract  in  that  place  under  his  own  name.  In  time  he 
removed  his  offices  to  Mariners  Harbor  and  con¬ 
tinued  such  operations.  At  Merrimen  Manor,  For¬ 
rest  Park,  and  on  the  O’Connor  estate,  all  in  West 
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New  Brighton,  a  total  of  twenty-two  acres,  were  suc¬ 
cessively  opened.  Then  came  the  subdividing  of  the 
Keiber  Park’s  ten  acres  in  Westerleigh.  During  this 
latter  period  he  relocated  his  offices  at  West  New 
Brighton.  Hoffman  Manor  at  Meier’s  Corners,  con¬ 
sisting  of  fourteen  acres,  and  Hughes’  farm  of  seven¬ 
teen  acres  in  Bloomfield,  part  of  Mariners  Harbor, 
were  his  next  developments.  Thus  at  that  time  he 
had  become  recognized  as  one  of  Staten  Island’s  out¬ 
standing  native-born  realtors.  The  expansion  of  his 
business  required  larger  executive  headquarters,  so 
in  1923  he  opened  a  suite  of  offices  in  the  Corn 
Exchange  Bank  Building,  No.  26  Bay  Street,  St. 
George.  These  have  been  since  extended. 

New  Dorp  Gardens  of  one  hundred  acres  along 
Hylan  Boulevard,  between  Princeton  and  Peter 
avenues,  New  Dorp,  were  laid  out  beginning  in  1926, 
and  rated  as  a  million  dollar  project.  In  the  other 
developments  a  total  of  about  $3,000,000  were  han¬ 
dled  through  his  firm. 

Quoting  from  the  “Islander  Magazine”  in  one  of 
their  issues,  we  read: 

New  Dorp  Gardens  is  the  sixth  successful  venture 
of  that  well-known  Staten  Island  realtor,  Walter 
Reno  Watson,  whose  efforts  to  “Sell  the  Earth’’  have 
earned  him  the  reputation  of  being-  one  of  the  Is¬ 
land’s  foremost  business  men.  Quoting  from  Mr. 
Watson’s  progressive  little  paper  on  Real  Estate 
news,  “The  Walter  Reno  Watson  News,”  we  are  able 
to  give  some  of  Mr.  Watson’s  philosophic  views  on 
real  estate  investment  possibilities  of  the  Island: 

“During  my  twenty  years  in  the  Real  Estate  field, 
I  have  seen  values  advance  in  leaps  and  bounds, 
actually  beyond  the  wildest  expectations.  Judging 
from  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  values  in  1906  and 
1926,  it  shows  conclusively  that  advice  is  the  cheap¬ 
est  thing  anyone  can  accept  relative  to  Real  Estate 
value. 

“Every  man  can  guess  as  well  as  his  neighbor, 
but  judging  from  what  is  about  to  take  place,  I 
strongly  advise  every  wage  earner  to  invest  in  real 
estate  anywhere  on  Staten  Island.” 

Looking  forward,  it  is  estimated  that  within  a 
few  years’  time  over  4,000  people  will  be  residents 
in  the  attractive  New  Dorp  Gardens.  This  colony 
will  be  the  connecting  link  of  a  community  long 
visualized  by  Staten  Islanders — Grant  City,  New 
Dorp,  Oakwood  Heights,  and  Great  Kills  united. 

Mr.  Watson,  himself  an  ardent  booster  for  Staten 
Island,  hopes  that  his  next  development  will  include 
the  actual  erection  of  beautiful  homes  of  an  ideal 
type.  He  does  not  believe  in  the  commercialism  of 
districts  in  a  residential  section.  Through  Mr.  Wat¬ 
son’s  earnest  and  well  directed  efforts,  Staten  Is¬ 
land  will  soon  become  the  mecca  of  home  seekers. 

Mr.  Watson  resided  in  Mariners  Harbor  twenty- 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  removed  to 
his  new  home  on  Maine  Avenue,  Westerleigh.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Real  Estate  Board,  the  Lions  Club,  and  the  Staten 
Island  Club.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Friendship  Council,  Junior  Order  of  United  Ameri¬ 
can  Mechanics;  and  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  In  religious  identification  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Deems  Memorial  Church  at 
Westerleigh,  and  sings  in  the  choir  of  that  church; 
he  is  also  a  member  of  Trinity  Men’s  Bible  Class. 

Walter  R.  Watson  was  married  on  September  12, 
1912,  to  Agnes  L.  Newbury,  daughter  of  Jacob  L. 
and  Margaret  (Simonson)  Newbury,  of  Mariners 
Harbor,  Staten  Island.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson 
have  been  born  three  children:  Cedric  Samuel  Towle, 
Walter  Reno,  Jr.,  and  Carolyn  Ruth.  His  family 
attend  Deems  Memorial  Church. 


HENRY  JOHNSEN — Occupying  a  worthy  posi¬ 
tion  in  local  business  and  community  life,  Henry 
Johnsen  has  had  a  long  and  varied  experience,  and  is 


one  of  the  representative  public-spirited  citizens  of 
this  Island.  Mr.  Johnsen  was  bom  April  20,  1891, 
at  Moss,  Norway,  son  of  Herman  Martin  and  Grethe 
(Kalvig)  Johnsen,  both  natives  of  Moss.  His  father 
was  a  seaman  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
The  surname  Johnsen  is  old  in  the  history  of  Moss, 
and  the  ancestry  from  whom  Henry  Johnsen  is  de¬ 
scended  dates  back  some  five  centuries  in  that  Nor¬ 
wegian  town,  where  it  has  always  been  borne  honor¬ 
ably.  The  elder  Johnsen  died  in  November,  1928,  be¬ 
ing  survived  by  his  wife  and  family. 

Henry  Johnsen  attended  school  in  Moss  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  His  father  had 
made  a  number  of  trips  to  the  United  States,  and  upon 
the  urgent  and  repeated  plea  of  the  son,  he  took  him 
to  sea  on  several  voyages.  Finally,  in  1907,  at  the 
termination  of  a  cruise  aboard  a  vessel  on  which  his 
uncle,  Harold  Kalvig,  was  steward,  himself  a  mess 
boy,  Henry  Johnsen  left  the  ship  when  it  docked  at 
Baltimore.  Then,  for  about  twelve  months,  he  en¬ 
gaged  as  mess  boy  aboard  tug  boats  plying  between 
eastern  ports,  after  which  period  he  left  the  sea  to 
become  an  apprentice  in  a  plumbing  and  heating  estab¬ 
lishment  at  Quincy,  Massachusetts.  In  that  city  he 
busied  himself  at  his  trade  for  six  years,  becoming 
well  versed  in  all  its  practical  phases,  and  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  three  years  travelled  extensively  to  Chicago, 
Boston,  New  York  and  other  places  as  a  journeyman 
plumber.  In  June,  1916,  he  came  to  Shooters  Island 
shipj'ards  on  Staten  Island,  to  take  charge  of  the 
plumbers’  and  fitters’  department.  For  five  years, 
throughout  the  World  War  and  the  post-war  period, 
he  directed  work  on  craft  for  the  Allies  and  the 
United  States,  and  assisted  in  the  conditioning  of  sup¬ 
ply  ships  and  transports  for  Atlantic  duty.  During 
these  years  he  gained  considerable  experience  in  oil 
burning  equipment  and  the  installing  and  engineering 
features  connected  therewith.  In  1920  he  engaged  in 
business  independently,  specializing  in  heating  and 
ventilating  at  No.  173  Jewett  Avenue,  Port  Richmond, 
where  he  continued  to  conduct  his  business.  He  took 
up  residence  in  a  new  home  in  March,  1929,  at  No.  70 
Emerson  Avenue,  Deere  Park,  where  he  had  removed 
from  No.  51  Raleigh  Avenue.  The  new  park  section 
near  Todt  and  Dorgen  Hills  is  fast  becoming  a  loca¬ 
tion  of  fashionable  homes  and  here  Mr.  Johnsen  finds 
relaxation  from  his  busy  days  at  business.  He  at¬ 
tributes  his  success  to  the  fact  that  he  has  been  willing 
and  ready  to  serve  his  increasing  trade  on  calls  at 
night  oj;  day,  giving  to  his  patrons  an  undivided  inter¬ 
est  and  service,  thereby  acquiring  and  retaining  their 
good  will,  that  most  invaluable  asset  in  any  commer¬ 
cial  enterprise.  In  May,  1927,  he  took  the  exclusive 
agency  for  the  S.  F.  Johnson  Automatic  Rotary  Oil 
Burners  and  other  equipment  manufactured  by  them. 
His  war-time  experience  has  served  in  good  stead,  and 
thus  Mr.  Johnsen  has  been  successful  in  this  added 
enterprise. 

Mr.  Johnsen  is  not  alone  active  commercially  but 
fraternally  enjoys  pleasant  affiliations.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  Tyrian  Chapter  No.  219,  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Empire  Commandery,  No.  66,  of 
Knights  Templar,  and  Lodge  No.  66  of  the  Tall 
Cedars  of  Lebanon;  Lodge  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  the  Staten  Island  Chamber 
of  Commerce ;  the  Scandinavian  Political  Society,  be¬ 
ing  one  of  its  founders,  a  charter  member,  and  in  1927 
its  treasurer ;  an  associate  member  of  the  Heating  and 
Ventilating  Engineers  of  New  York  City,  and  the 
Richmond  Borough  branch  of  the  Master  Plumbers’ 
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Association.  He  is  a  communicant  of  Our  Savior’s 
Lutheran  Church,  devout  in  its  service,  member  of  its 
board  of  trustees,  and  organizer  and  first  scout  master 
of  Troop  No.  38,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  of  the 
church.  As  leader  in  boys’  work,  Mr.  Johnsen  has 
performed  inestimable  service  to  the  community,  in¬ 
culcating  in  the  youth  under  his  direction  the  highest 
principles  of  conduct,  for  which  the  scouting  move¬ 
ment  stands.  He  is  generous  in  contributions  to 
charity,  regardless  of  creed  or  race,  or  by  whom 
sponsored,  giving  in  a  spirit  honestly  humanitarian.  In 
political  matters,  as  member  of  the  Scandinavian  Po¬ 
litical  Society  and  elsewhere,  he  has  a  considerable 
influence,  which  he  employs  to  the  good  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  During  the  World  War  he  performed  in  the 
service  of  his  country  most  creditably  at  Shooters  Is¬ 
land,  there  aiding  materially  in  his  support  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Loan  campaigns.  Of  Mr.  Johnsen  it  is  said  by 
those  who  know  him  well,  that  he  is  a  man  most  hon¬ 
orable  in  all  his  dealings,  and  a  valuable  citizen  of  his 
country,  his  State,  and  his  community. 

Henry  Johnsen  married,  August  31,  1918,  Emilie 
Theodora  Wilhelmina  Johnson,  like  himself  a  native 
of  Moss,  Norway,  and  a  daughter  of  George  J.  and 
Sophia  (Syversen)  Johnson,  her  father  a  native  of 
Filtvedt,  and  her  mother  of  Moss.  Paternally  Mrs. 
Johnsen  traces  her  ancestry  back  many  centuries,  the 
family  of  Johnson  having  flourished  in  the  Middle 
Ages  with  wealth,  strength  and  court  position.  Emilie 
(Johnson)  Johnsen  came  to  this  country  with  her  par¬ 
ents  when  she  was  eight  years  old.  They  located  in 
West  New  Brighton,  where  the  family  home  has  since 
been  maintained.  Her  father,  George  J.  Johnson,  is 
employed  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  and  on  March  24,  1928,  celebrated  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  his  marriage,  in  the  good  old  Nor¬ 
wegian  custom.  Henry  Johnsen  has  in  his  possession 
a  Norwegian  snuff  box,  which  has  been  in  the  family 
since  the  year  1475,  and  a  bugle  carried  by  one  of  his 
kinsmen  on  the  Belgian  expedition  to  the  South  Pole, 
which  was  made  by  Captain  Roald  Amundsen,  the 
noted  explorer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnsen  share  many  of 
their  activities.  She  was,  before  her  marriage,  a 
teacher  in  Sunday  school,  and  since  that  time  has 
shared  in  the  activities  of  Mr.  Johnsen  in  the  Lutheran 
Church.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Beacon  Light  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  is  Past  Secretary  and 
Past  Royal  Matron  of  Richmond  Court  No.  8,  holder 
of  various  floor  stations  and  of  offices  in  Amaranth 
Court  and  White  Shrine  of  Jerusalem.  Mr.  Johnsen 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Club  and  Mrs.  Johnsen 
of  the  Auxiliary.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren :  Henry  Emmett,  born  October  12,  1919,  and 
another  son  and  daughter  (twins)  born  April  15, 
1927,  named  Robert  George  and  Betty  Jean. 


PETER  JOSEPH  TIMPONE,  M.  D.— Among 
the  younger  medical  practitioners  who  have  estab¬ 
lished  themselves  on  Staten  Island  is  Dr.  Peter  J. 
Timpone,  now  practicing  in  Tompkinsville.  The 
groundwork  upon  which  he  has  built  up  his  large 
practice  was  a  solid  education  in  the  public  schools, 
followed  by  medical  instruction  in  institutions  of 
recognized  standing. 

His  parents  are  Nicholas  and  Anna  (De  George) 
Timpone.  They  were  born  in  Italy  and  came  to 
America  about  1880  and  are  both  living.  Dr.  Timpone 
was  born  December  27,  1892,  in  New  York  City  and 
afterthe  usual  course  in  the  elementary  grades  of 
the  city  public  schools,  he  was  graduated  from  Stuy- 
vesant  High  School  in  1912.  Following  this  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Long  Island  Medical  School  in 


1918.  He  then  served  as  an  interne  in  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital,  Staten  Island,  during  19x8  and  a  part  of 

1919.  In  October  of  that  year  he  established  himself 
in  practice  at  No.  25  Broad  Street,  and  in  April  of 
1921  opened  his  present  office  at  No.  277  Van  Duzer 
Street.  He  is  assistant  surgeon  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  also  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  has  two  brothers:  Charles,  a  tailor  in  New 
York,  and  Vincent,  a  druggist  in  Staten  Island. 

Dr.  Timpone  married  Mary  Dwyer,  of  West  Rut¬ 
land,  Vermont,  daughter  of  William  and  Julia  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Hayes)  Dwyer.  The  last  named  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Timpone  have  four  children: 
Anna  Mary,  Elizabeth  Julia,  Peter  Nicholas  and 
William  Timpone. 


WESSELS  PAYNE  CONKLIN— In  the  com¬ 
mercial  life  of  this  district,  the  firm  of  Conklin  Broth¬ 
ers  of  Port  Richmond  is  an  important  factor.  They 
have  been  engaged  in  dock  construction  and  pile  foun¬ 
dation  work  for  years,  and  have  gained  a  standing 
which  is  well  known  in  the  metropolitan  district.  On 
Staten  Island  various  docks  built  in  the  last  fifty  years 
give  tangible  evidence  of  the  commendable  construc¬ 
tion  accomplished  by  this  company. 

The  Conklin  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  was 
first  represented  in  America  about  1820  by  Hiram 
Conklin,  who  settled  in  Passaic  County,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  conducted  a  farm.  He  married  and  became 
the  father  of  Hiram  Matthew  Conklin,  the  next  in 
direct  line  of  descent.  The  birth  of  the  latter  took 
place  in  1833  in  the  village  of  Hackensack,  and  he 
subsequently  removed  to  Carlstadt  in  the  same  State. 
He  then  became  occupied  in  commercial  affairs,  oper¬ 
ating  a  gristmill  and  later  a  sawmill  for  the  cutting 
of  swamp  cedar  logs  used  in  boat  construction.  After 
residing  in  Rutherford  and  Arlington,  New  Jersey, 
he  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1879  with  his  family. 
Here  he  was  first  engaged  as  an  oyster  fisherman  and 
then  founded  his  dock  building  business  in  1885. 
This  was  the  inception  nearly  a  half  century  ago  of 
the  business  now  engaged  in  by  his  son.  Hiram  Mat¬ 
thew  Conklin  married  Letitia  Payne,  a  native  of  Jer¬ 
sey  City,  though  of  a  family  originally  of  Long 
Island,  which  was  prominent  in  both  places.  They 
became  parents  of  the  following  children:  Alvin,  died 
January  24,  1927,  on  Staten  Island;  Georgiana,  who 
married  William  M.  Foster,  of  Pompton,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  also  died  in  January,  1927;  Emerson,  died  Janu¬ 
ary  29,  1868,  in  Carlstadt,  New  Jersey;  Wessels 
Payne,  described  in  this  narrative;  Emeline,  became 
the  wife  of  Lester  Schofield,  and  died  February, 
1919;  and  Willard,  who  is  mentioned  in  a  following 
review.  Hiram  Matthew  Conklin,  their  father,  died 
in  December,  1908,  his  wife  having  survived  until 
October,  1918. 

Wessels  P.  Conklin  was  born  in  Carlstadt,  New 
Jersey,  February  24,  1865,  and  there  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  his  father’s  planing  mill  at  Arlington,  and 
gained  valuable  experience  that  helped  him  later  in 
life.  After  coming  to  Staten  Island,  he  was  employed 
as  a  blacksmith’s  helper  with  Alfred  J.  Walker,  of 
Tompkinsville  for  two  years;  later  was  engaged  in 
the  planing  mill  business  for  four  years  with  S.  L. 
Hopping  at  Tottenville,  and  Bodine  Brothers,  at 
West  Brighton,  and  then  resumed  an  association  with 
his  father  in  the  latter’s  dock  building  and  pile  driv¬ 
ing  firm  in  May,  1887,  two  years  after  its  establish¬ 
ment.  During  the  years  that  followed,  he  worked 
steadfastly  and  aided  considerably  in  the  progress  of 
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the  business.  Their  first  foundation  was  built  in  Rose- 
bank,  along  the  water-front,  and  from  that  time  for¬ 
ward,  the  elder  Conklin  and  his  son  created  marine 
construction  work  of  the  most  difficult  type,  not  only 
on  the  Island  but  elsewhere  throughout  the  metropol¬ 
itan  district.  Their  firm,  H.  M.  Conklin  and  Son, 
officially  instituted  in  1907,  in  time  became  synony¬ 
mous  with  dependability,  superior  workmanship,  and 
immediate  attention  to  assignments.  Leading  New 
York  contractors  in  construction  work  called  upon 
them  for  pile  driving  services  in  the  erection  of  some 
of  the  largest  buildings  in  New  York  and  New 
T ersey. 

Upon  the  elder  Conklin’s  death,  Wessels  P.  Conk¬ 
lin  assumed  control  of  the  establishment,  conducting 
it  individually  from  March  20,  1909,  until  April  8, 
1912.  At  this  later  date  his  younger  brother,  Willard, 
joined  him  and  thus  this  rapidly-growing  enterprise 
changed  its  name  to  Conklin  Brothers.  This  asso¬ 
ciation  continued  with  increasing  success,  and  in 
January,  1928,  at  the  time  of  Willard’s  death,  Roscoe 
W.  Conklin,  son  of  Willard,  took  his  father’s  place  in 
the  business.  Together  he  and  Mr.  Conklin  now  op¬ 
erate  the  business,  which  is  recognized  as  one  of 
Staten  Island’s  leading  firms  in  marine  construction 
and  building  trades.  The  assurance  of  a  correspond¬ 
ingly  steady  advancement  in  their  work  in  future 
years  is  based  primarily  on  their  past  experience  and 
the  knowledge  of  special  equipment  and  facilities 
embodying  the  most  modern  technical  engineering 
fixtures.  The  firm’s  offices  are  at  No.  229  Richmond 
Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

In  addition  to  his  commercial  interests,  Mr.  Conk¬ 
lin  has  taken  part  in  activities  relating  to  his  home 
district  and  to  the  Island  at  large,  having  assisted  in 
various  causes  of  civic  and  social  character.  He  is  a 
director  in  the  Richmond  Insurance  Company,  and 
has  other  interests  of  a  business  nature. 

Wessels  P.  Conklin  married,  June  30,  1898,  Ada 
Harman,  at  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mrs.  Conklin  is  also  of  English  ancestry  and  lived 
with  her  family  in  West  New  Brighton.  To  this 
union  two  children  were  born:  Emerson  M.,  who  is 
associated  with  his  father;  and  Alvin  W.,  who  died 
in  infancy.  The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No. 
16  Dongan  Street,  West  New  Brighton. 


WILLARD  CONKLIN — As  younger  member  of 
the  well-established  firm  of  Conklin  Brothers,  the  late 
Mr.  Conklin  was  deeply  instrumental  in  the  success 
of  this  company  and  active  in  the  field  of  real  estate 
on  Staten  Island.  He  was  numbered  prominently 
among  the  citizens  who  were  devoted  to  the  com¬ 
mercial  and  civic  advancement  of  Richmond  Borough, 
having  been  long  identified  with  organizations  sup¬ 
porting  this  work. 

As  mentioned  in  the  preceding  review  (q.  v.),  Mr. 
Conklin  was  the  son  of  Hiram  Matthew  and  Letitia 
(Payne)  Conklin.  His  birth  occurred  in  Carlstadt, 
New  Jersey,  June  3,  1869,  and  he  lived  in  this  town 
until  five  years  of  age,  then  in  Rutherford  and  Ar¬ 
lington  in  the  same  State.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  was 
brought  to  Staten  Island  by  his  parents,  and  lived 
successively  in  Stapleton,  Tottenville  and  West  New 
Brighton,  the  latter  village  becoming  his  permanent 
place  of  residence.  The  first  winter  that  he  spent  in 
his  new  home  was  that  of  1887-88,  the  year  of  the 
great  blizzard,  that  which  is  claimed  to  have  been  the 
worst  one  on  record. 

Having  obtained  his  education  in  various  schools 
in  New  Jersey  and  on  Staten  Island,  the  youth  began 


work,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  in  a  planing  mill  in 
West  New  Brighton,  earning  the  scant  sum  of  five 
dollars  per  week.  When  his  late  brother,  Alvin 
Conklin,  opened  a  similar  establishment  in  the  rear 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  he  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  him,  continuing  until  1902.  An  insight  into 
the  operations  of  this  shop  is  seen  in  a  booklet,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1896,  depicting  various  East  and  North 
Shore  businesses  on  the  Island.  It  stated  in  part: 
“Alvin  Conklin — turning,  sawing  and  planing,  mill 
mouldings,  scroll  work,  brackets,  columns,  balusters — • 
Shore  Road,  opposite  Ferry,  Port  Richmond;  pres¬ 
ent  enterprise  since  1888.  The  establishment  is  built 
up  on  extensive  and  select  trade.  Employment  is 
given  to  an  ample  force  of  expert  assistants  and 
special  care  is  taken,  the  work  turned  out  comparing 
favorably  as  regards  accuracy  and  fineness  of  finish 
with  any  of  which  we  have  knowledge.” 

In  1902  Willard  Conklin  bought  an  interest  in  a 
fleet  of  twenty-nine  lighters  and  barges,  operating 
under  the  name  of  John  D.  Myers  Company  around 
New  York  harbor,  and  in  this  enterprise,  he  was  a 
prominent  figure  until  1904.  Evidence  of  the  success 
of  the  business  is  indicated  in  the  report  that  in  one 
year  the  firm  delivered  six  million  feet  of  lumber 
from  Albany  to  New  York. 

Mr.  Conklin  then  formed  a  partnership  known  as 
Decker  and  Conklin,  coal  dealers,  also  maintaining 
for  some  years  repair  yards  for  yachts,  launches  and 
other  vessels.  In  1908  he  became  the  possessor  of 
Mr.  Decker’s  share  and  carried  on  a  profitable  busi¬ 
ness  until  1911,  when  he  sold  out  completely. 

This  year  marked  the  purchase  by  Mr.  Conklin  of 
the  planing  mill  of  his  former  associate,  his  brother, 
Alvin,  who  had  retired  from  active  commercial  pur¬ 
suits;  and  he  operated  this  establishment  until  the 
latter  part  of  1912.  His  father  having  died,  he  bought 
the  latter’s  share  in  the  dock  building  business  and 
helped  to  reorganize  the  concern  in  cooperation  with 
his  brother,  Wessels  P.  Conklin.  The  firm  name  then 
became  known  as  Conklin  Brothers,  and  though  Mr. 
Conklin’s  death  resulted  in  his  son,  Roscoe  W.,  enter¬ 
ing  into  association  with  Wessels  P.  Conklin,  the 
firm  name  continues  the  same.  Willard  Conklin  also 
established,  in  1923,  the  firm  of  Willard  Conklin, 
Inc. 

Aside  from  his  activities  in  the  above-named  fields 
of  endeavor,  Mr.  Conklin  gave  his  attention  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  to  real  estate  and  insurance  work.  He 
aided  in  the  founding  of  the  Pallister-Conklin  Land 
Corporation,  acted  as  president  of  the  organization 
and  labored  earnestly  for  its  success,  which  ultimately 
resulted.  He  was  an  organizer  of  the  local  Sesqui- 
Centennial  celebration,  and  as  chairman  of  the  dec¬ 
orating  committee,  won  high  compliment  for  his  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  success  of  the  pageant. 

Mr.  Conklin  was  for  long  years  identified  with  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  a  member  of  its  transportation  com¬ 
mittee.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  director 
of  the  Staten  Island  Kiwanis  Club;  past  director  of 
the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade  and  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Contracting  Dock 
Builders’  Association.  In  fraternal  affairs,  he  took 
a  keen  part,  being  a  member  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge, 
No.  701,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Movements  of 
particular  interest  to  the  civic  advancement  of  the 
Island  and  his  home  district,  in  particular,  earned  his 
warm  support. 

Willard  Conklin  married  (first),  in  1895,  Harriet 
Van  Buskirk,  now  deceased,  and  by  this  marriage  the 
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son,  Roscoe  W.  Conklin,  was  born  September  18, 
1896.  Mr.  Conklin  married  (second),  on  August  17. 

1927,  at  Livingston,  Huldah  S.  McDowell,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Huldah  (Haines)  McDowell. 

The  younger  Mr.  Conklin  attended  Port  Richmond 
Grammar  School  and  Curtis  High  School,  and  began 
his  business  career  with  a  large  varnish  concern. 
Later  he  was  employed  by  North,  Allison  and  Ett- 
linger,  and  when  the  United  States  entered  the  World 
War  in  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  engineering  corps 
and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Slocum.  After  receiving 
his  discharge  following  the  Armistice,  he  returned  to 
Staten  Island,  and  ultimately  became  connected  with 
the  firm  of  Conklin  Brothers,  where  he  is  now  lo¬ 
cated.  Mr.  Conklin  is  a  director  of  the  Prudential 
Savings  and  Loan  Association,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  served  on 
the  membership  committee  in  1927,  and  is  also  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  local  Kiwanis  Club.  The  Slosson 
Post  of  the  American  Legion  likewise  numbers  him 
among  its  members,  and  in  fraternal  affiliations  he  is 
of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Roscoe  W.  Conklin  married,  on  August  15,  1927, 
Leonola  P.  Decker,  daughter  of  Adolphus  and  Mary 
Decker,  of  Chelsea.  They  reside  on  Forest  Avenue. 

Willard  Conklin’s  death  occurred  on  January  25, 

1928,  after  a  month’s  illness,  and  he  is  buried  in  the 
Moravian  Cemetery.  His  widow  resides  at  No.  19 
Stebbins  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


HENRY  H.  MEYER — In  this  busy  and  diversi¬ 
fied  age,  nowadays  one  would  ponder  over  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  pursuit  or  vocation  in  life  which  would 
best  exemplify  a  real  and  essential  service  to  man¬ 
kind.  To  be  true,  there  are  many  callings  nobly  aid¬ 
ing  in  the  onward  march  and  progress  of  humanity, 
and  each  one  shows  for  itself  in  a  more  or  less  degree 
the  value  therein.  To  study  and  analyze  such  a  prob¬ 
lem,  we  might  review  the  subject  of  employment 
from  an  historical  standpoint  and  in  this  way  we 
can  easily  see  where  man  first  used  his  hands  in 
order  that  the  race  might  continue  to  exist.  In  the 
dawn  of  civilization  did  not  he  first  turn  his  crude 
implements  earth  wise  and  till  the  soil?  Therefore  it  is 
just  to  say  that  he  and  his  followers  in  this  field  of 
endeavor  are  deserving  of  mention  among  the  prime 
factors  of  life. 

In  compliment  therefore,  to  the  group  of  agricul¬ 
turists  and  gardeners  generally,  who  have  lived  on 
Staten  Island  and  tilled  its  native  soil  in  the  years 
that  have  passed  and  in  present  time,  it  is  fair  to 
say  that  their  occupation  is  a  time-honored  and  noble 
calling.  Among  such  was  the  late  Henry  H.  Meyer, 
who  in  his  youth  emigrated  from  his  native  Germany 
and  began  life  in  this  country  unaided  and  without 
funds.  He  was  gifted,  however,  with  a  vast  amount 
of  courage  and  initiative  through  which  he  at  last 
arose  to  a  place  of  influence  among  the  citizens  of  the 
community  in  which  he  eventually  settled.  At  length 
he  was  regarded,  not  only  as  one  of  the  foremost 
agriculturists  of  modern  times  on  the  Island,  but  also 
as  a  business  man  of  pronounced  ability  and  a  citi¬ 
zen  known  for  his  civic  pride  in  movements  directly 
related  to  its  welfare. 

The  birth  of  the  late  Henry  H.  Meyer  took  place 
on  February  4,  1853,  near  Hanover,  Germany,  the  son 
of  Frederick  W.  Meyer.  He  received  the  usual  rudi¬ 
mentary  schooling  that  was  afforded  the  youth  of  his 
native  land,  and  at  an  early  age  became  employed 
as  a  chore  boy  on  various  farms  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  home.  The  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  were 


spent  there,  and  after  he  had  gained  a  moderate 
experience  in  his  vocation  and  had  accumulated  some 
capital,  he  came  to  America  alone  in  1870,  bent  upon 
testing  his  ability  to  support  himself  in  the  New 
World. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  found  work  on  a  farm 
located  on  Long  Island,  in  close  proximity  to  New 
York.  Being  an  ambitious  youth  and  ever  striving 
to  advance  himself,  he  left  his  job  on  the  farm  and 
went  to  Jersey  City.  There  he  entered  business  in 
a  small  way,  selling  kerosene  oil,  which  was  used 
then  more  generally  for  lighting  purposes  and  house¬ 
hold  use.  He  built  up  a  fair-sized  trade,  but  com¬ 
petition  from  the  larger  merchants  and  the  liberal 
credit  he  had  to  extend  his  customers  made  it  neces¬ 
sary  for  him  to  abandon  that  pursuit. 

Thus,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he  resumed  his 
first  calling — that  of  farming.  He  purchased  a  strip 
of  land,  and  leased  other  acreage  at  Greenville,  south 
of  Jersey  City,  where  he  farmed  independently  and 
with  much  success.  The  gradual  expansion  of  indus¬ 
try,  business,  and  the  need  of  land  for  home  sites  in 
that  district,  later  caused  him  to  subdivide  his  prop¬ 
erty  into  lots,  for  which  he  found  a  sale  from  time  to 
time.  Some  of  that  property  during  recent  years 
became  the  most  valuable  of  that  section  in  New 
Jersey  and  enriched  those  holding  it. 

Just  a  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  or 
in  1903,  Mr.  Meyer  removed  to  Staten  Island  and 
established  his  interests  on  Rockland  Avenue  in  the 
new  Springville  section.  As  the  years  came  on  he 
bought  various  old  homesites  and  farms,  including 
the  old  Dissoway  farm  of  fifty  acres.  In  cooperation 
with  three  of  his  sons,  Frederick  W.,  Henry,  Jr., 
and  George  H.,  who  were  occupied  with  him  in  agri¬ 
culture,  the  purchase  of  the  Fisher  estate  of  seven¬ 
teen  acres,  the  Abogast  property  of  twenty-one  acres, 
the  Barrett  property  of  ten  acres,  and  wood  lands 
belonging  to  the  La  Tourette  estate,  was  effected.  His 
holdings  extended  also  to  other  parts  of  the  Island, 
and  at  Port  Richmond  he  acquired  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  of  water  front  on  the  Kill  Van  Kull  for 
the  purpose  of  operating  a  dock  and  plant  for  loading 
and  unloading  fuel. 

For  several  years,  in  addition  to  his  farming,  he  had 
been  engaged  with  Emil  Shrader  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  name  of  Meyer  and  Shrader.  Farm¬ 
ing,  however,  was  his  forte,  and  his  farm  was  marked 
for  the  high  degree  of  cultivation  to  which  it  had 
been  developed.  He  employed  modern  irrigation 
methods  and  implements  and  engaged  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  skilled  workers.  In  particular  it  was  noted 
for  the  variety  of  crops  produced,  and  at  one  time 
as  many  as  thirty  kinds,  including  celery,  spinach, 
lettuce,  and  unusual  crops  such  as  tarragon,  chervil 
and  mint,  were  under  cultivation.  The  latter  special¬ 
ties  were  sold  to  hotels,  steamships  and  high  class 
restaurants  for  the  garnishing  of  foods.  Among  his 
patrons  were  also  the  critical  buyers  in  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Street  market  of  New  York.  At  one  time  he 
grew  large  amounts  of  tomatoes,  which  were  shipped 
to  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  for  consumption  by  work¬ 
ers  on  the  canal  during  its  construction.  His  numer¬ 
ous  motor  trucks  carrying  produce  from  his  farm 
were  familiar  sights  along  the  roads  of  Staten  Island 
and  about  the  markets  in  New  York.  Mr.  Meyer 
continued  in  the  management  of  his  farm  during  his 
life,  and  after  his  death  his  sons  resumed  the  work 
of  the  farm. 

The  Meyer  property  is  situated  on  a  high  eleva¬ 
tion  of  land  along  Rockland  Avenue  near  Forest 
Hill  Road.  It  is  beautifully  landscaped  by  nature’s 


. 


I 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


495 


own  handiwork,  including  timber  lands  and  brooks, 
and  is  generally  surrounded  by  pleasant  acres  owned 
by  other  persons  engaged  in  a  similar  pursuit.  One 
might  say — “Here  is  a  little  colony  of  Meyers,”  for 
here  are  four  of  their  houses,  the  old  Dissoway  and 
Fisher  homesteads  that  take  one  back  in  thought  to 
the  pioneer  days  on  Staten  Island,  as  well  as  two 
modern  residences  that  belong  to  Frederick  W.  and 
George  H.  Meyer.  Mr.  Meyer,  Sr.,  resided  in  the 
first  mentioned.  The  well  kept  grounds  contained  a 
profusion  of  trees,  shrubs  and  flower  beds,  and  neat 
gravel  roads  lead  into  the  property. 

The  late  Henry  H.  Meyer  was  known  widely  and 
very  favorably  throughout  Staten  Island,  and  could 
be  justly  numbered  among  the  prominent  citizens  of 
this  community.  He  aided,  in  an  unassuming  way, 
movements  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  Island,  and 
was  vitally  interested  in  several  local  organizations 
of  prominence.  As  a  director  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Richmond  County,  he  was  one  of  its  largest  stock¬ 
holders,  and  had  connections  with  other  Staten  Is¬ 
land  financial  institutions.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
old  Richmond  Agricultural  Society,  when  it  was  an 
active  body,  and  held  membership  in  the  local  Civic 
League,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Port 
Richmond  Board  of  Trade.  Never  did  he  particularly 
aspire  to  public  office,  but  always  took  a  keen  and 
wholesome  interest  in  the  true  political  progress  of 
the  Island,  and  was  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  especially  devoted  himself  to  church  work, 
and  for  twenty-five  years  prior  to  his  removal  to 
the  Island  he  was  president  of  the  Church  Board 
of  the  Zion  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Jersey 
City.  After  coming  here  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Emmanuel  Lutheran  Church  of  New  Spring- 
ville,  and  for  seventeen  years,  until  his  death,  served 
in  a  similar  capacity  as  president  of  its  board.  He 
contributed  liberally,  both  of  his  time  and  means, 
in  behalf  of  the  church  and  was  highly  respected 
throughout  the  entire  community. 

He  married,  on  May  30,  1887,  Mary  Voss,  daughter 
of  Frederick  W  and  Meta  (Roege)  Voss.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  also  natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Meyer  was 
one  of  five  children,  including  Henry  J.,  of  Jersey 
City;  Herman,  of  Brooklyn;  Dietrich,  who  remained 
in  Hanover,  Germany;  and  Anna,  who  lived,  until 
her  death,  at  Frank fort-on-the-Rhine.  Mr.  Meyer  had 
one  brother  and  two  sisters,  they  being  Frederick 
W.,  of  Graniteville,  Staten  Island ;  Mrs.  Louise 
Reinertz  of  Port  Richmond  and  Mrs.  Sophie  Gerstle 
of  West  New  York,  New  Jersey. 

Henry  H.  Meyer  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  all  natives  of  Jersey  City  where  they 
were  variously  educated  in  public  and  private  schools: 
1.  Frederick  W.,  of  sketch  of  whom  follows.  2.  Henry, 
Jr.,  who,  like  his  father  before  him,  has  been  engaged 
in  farming,  first  under  his  father’s  guidance  and  now 
independently  sharing  with  his  brothers  in  the  manag¬ 
ing  of  the  Meyer  properties.  3.  Josephine  C.,  born 
April  18,  1883;  married,  October  19,  1904,  in  Jersey 
City,  New  Jersey,  James  Payne,  a  son  of  Frederick 
W.  and  Agnes  (Ensor)  Payne,  of  Jersey  City,  New 
Jersey.  They  have  one  child,  Jessie,  born  December 
4,  1905.  4.  Mary,  born  April  18,  1885;  married,  No¬ 
vember  25,  1911,  in  New  Springville,  Robert  Law¬ 
less.  They  had  three  children:  Robert,  deceased; 
Edwin  W.,  and  Marie.  5.  George  H.,  who  is  men¬ 
tioned  also  in  this  work.  6.  Herman  J.,  a  review  of 
whom  appears  herein.  7.  Edwin  W.,  whose  career 
is  also  described. 

Our  subject,  Henry  H.  Meyer,  died  August  9, 
1926,  at  Callicoon,  New  York,  where  he  usually  spent 


the  summer.  The  passing  of  his  wife  had  occurred 
two  years  previously  on  January  18,  1924,  in  New 
Springville.  Their  burial  took  place  at  the  old  Mo¬ 
ravian  Cemetery  in  New  Dorp,  and  upon  their  pass¬ 
ing  their  children  were  bereaved  of  a  devoted  mother 
and  father,  and  the  community  suffered  a  loss  of  two 
ardent  and  friendly  neighbors. 


FREDERICK  W.  MEYER — An  accurate  esti¬ 
mation  of  the  actual  part  played  by  a  family  in  the 
upbuilding  of  a  community  lies  largely  in  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  have  pursued  their  livelihood  and 
the  attitude  they  have  taken  in  local  civic  affairs.  In 
the  case  of  the  Meyer  family,  residents  in  New 
Springville  for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  their 
members  have  aided  greatly  in  the  agricultural  ex¬ 
pansion  and  improvement  of  a  wide  tract  of  land  in 
that  section.  Among  them,  Frederick  W.  Meyer  is 
a  conscientious  and  devoted  citizen  esteemed  not  only 
for  his  unselfishness  and  generosity  in  aiding  public 
causes  but  as  a  business  man  endowed  with  a  sense 
of  fairness  and  justice.  He  and  his  brothers,  Henry, 
Jr.,  and  George  H.  Meyer,  manage  a  highly-success- 
ful  truck-farming  establishment,  and  are  well  known 
throughout  the  Island. 

The  birth  of  Frederick  W.  Meyer  occurred  in 
Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  July  29,  1879,  his  parents 
being  Henry  H.  and  Mary  (Voss)  Meyer,  who  are 
previously  mentioned  in  this  work  as  well  as  other 
members  of  the  family. 

Frederick  W.  Meyer  attended  Public  School  No. 
20  in  his  native  city  after  which  he  entered  Has- 
brook  Institute  of  Business  Science,  intending 
eventually  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  law  and  obtain 
admittance  to  the  bar.  He  remained  at  this  institu¬ 
tion  for  some  time  but  was  forced  to  discontinue  his 
studies  owing  to  the  illness  of  his  father  whose  farm 
and  business  interests  needed  the  immediate  attention 
of  his  sons.  Being  the  eldest  of  the  family  much  of 
the  responsibilities  of  looking  after  its  affairs  fell  to 
his  lot.  Though  comparatively  young  and  inexper¬ 
ienced  at  this  undertaking  he  was  enabled  to  succeed 
mainly  through  his  resourcefulness  and  energy.  Hard 
work  with  little  opportunity  for  outside  associations 
and  recreations  formed  a  part  of  his  daily  life  and 
equipped  him  for  his  life  to  follow  on  Staten  Island. 
Living  then  in  the  Greenville  district,  south  of  Jersey 
City  proper,  the  Meyer  family  possessed  much 
acreage,  which  was  later  subdivided  into  lots  because 
of  the  expansion  of  building  in  that  district. 

The  year  1903  marked  the  coming  of  the  Meyer 
family  to  Staten  Island  and  incidentally  paved  the 
way  for  the  development  of  a  wide  section  of  the 
sparsely  settled  territory  in  the  New  Springville 
locality,  fronting  on  Rockland  Avenue.  The  elder 
Meyer,  together  with  his  sons,  succeeded  at  first  in 
cultivating  a  comparatively  small  plot  of  land  and 
then  wisely  consolidated  their  gains.  Their  task  was 
one  which  might  well  have  discouraged  men  of  lesser 
calibre,  even  after  their  initial  success.  However, 
they  continued  to  grow  garden  crops  for  which  a 
large  market  was  gradually  developing  throughout 
the  Metropolitan  district  and  with  their  proceeds 
were  able  to  purchase  additional  land  and  implements. 
Several  old  Staten  Island  homesteads,  farms,  and 
estates  were  added  to  their  landed  possessions  as  the 
years  progressed  and  gave  them  ample  opportunity 
to  increase  the  scope  of  their  activities.  By  1910 
Henry  H.  Meyer,  the  father,  had  become  recognized 
on  the  Island  for  his  work  in  the  field  of  agriculture, 
for  in  that  year  he  was  named  chairman  of  the  Agri- 
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culture  Committee  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Exhibition  of 
the  Interborough  Fair,  held  in  the  Borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  at  Dongan  Hills. 

Henry  H.  Meyer  was  the  overseer  of  the  farm 
though,  as  time  went  on,  his  sons  gradually  took  over 
the  management  of  the  vast  acreage  under  their  con¬ 
trol.  Evidence  of  the  initiative  and  keen  sense  of 
commercial  values  that  Frederick  W.  Meyer  and  his 
brothers  displayed  was  seen  in  their  skill  in  raising, 
not  only  staple  vegetable  foods  that  form  a  part  of 
the  everyday  menu,  but  crops  relatively  uncommon 
in  Staten  Island,  such  as  chervil,  tarragon  and  even 
mint.  Again  they  were  successful  and  able  to  sell 
many  of  their  choicest  products  in  places  rather  dis¬ 
tant  from  Richmond  County  and  New  York. 

Through  their  farming  interests,  which  comprised 
a  thorough  and  intensive  cultivation  of  landed  prop¬ 
erty  that  had  hitherto  remained  idle,  seemingly  des¬ 
tined  to  lie  undeveloped,  Frederick  W.  Meyer,  his 
father  and  brothers  performed  a  service  that  has  had 
its  share  in  the  furthering  of  agricultural  progress 
here.  With  the  death  of  the  elder  Meyer  in  1926, 
his  sons  took  up  the  active  management  of  the  farm, 
Frederick  Meyer  being  named  one  of  the  executors 
of  the  estate. 

Upon  the  latter’s  experience  and  administrative 
ability  the  welfare  of  the  undertaking  largely  de¬ 
pended.  Already  mentioned  as  a  person  of  industry 
and  perseverance,  Mr.  Meyer  is  also  endowed  with 
other  attributes  of  character  that  add  to  his  worthi¬ 
ness  as  a  citizen  and  business  man.  Of  a  pleasant, 
cordial  nature  and  an  unselfish  worker  in  the  cause 
of  civic  and  social  movements,  especially  in  the  New 
Springville  district,  he  has  succeeded  in  making 
friendships  of  a  lasting  quality. 

Charitable  movements  of  a  worthy  nature  have 
found  him  ready  to  aid  generously  and  heartily  and 
other  members  of  his  family  have  the  same  char¬ 
acteristic.  His  substantial  home  in  which  he  takes 
just  pride,  the  quiet  neighborhood  in  which  he  lives 
and  the  love  of  a  happy  family  are  most  gratifying 
to  him. 

Mr.  Meyer  is  a  member  of  the  Emmanuel  Lutheran 
Church  and  is  of  the  Brotherhood  of  this  parish. 
Though  never  aspiring  to  hold  public  office  he  is 
interested  in  politics  and  is  connected  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  Klop- 
stock  Lodge,  No.  760,  and  has  other  associations. 
His  residence  is  situated  at  No.  909  Rockland  Ave¬ 
nue,  New  Springville. 

The  marriage  of  Frederick  W.  Meyer  took  place 
on  February  5,  1912,  in  Jersey  City,  to  Elizabeth 
Brecht,  daughter  of  John  and  Lenora  (Beckman) 
Brecht,  both  natives  of  Germany.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Frederick  W.,  Jr., 
now  deceased,  born  December  22,  1912,  died  May 
27,  1915;  Carl  H.,  born  November  11,  19x4;  and 
Elizabeth  L.,  born  November  27,  1919,  all  native  of 
Staten  Island,  where  the  latter  two  are  now  attend¬ 
ing  public  school. 

Mrs.  Meyer  was  the  organizer  and  first  president 
of  the  Lutheran  Daughters,  connected  with  the 
Emmanuel  Lutheran  Church,  New  Springville,  and 
has  given  unselfishly  of  her  time  in  furthering  the 
work  of  this  society.  Among  other  interests  and  rec¬ 
reations  she  and  her  husband  are  fond  of  travel, 
both  having  several  times  enjoyed  trips  to  Florida 
and  elsewhere. 


GEORGE  H.  MEYER — Within  the  section  of 
Staten  Island  that  embraces  New  Springville  and 
nearby  communities  which  are  situated  on  land  that 


is  level  and  of  exceedingly  fertile  content,  one  of  the 
most  productive  and  necessary  of  local  occupations  is 
pursued.  It  is  that  of  truck  gardening  and  is  carried 
on  with  the  utmost  intensity  and  care  in  order  that 
thousands  of  city  residents  may  obtain  food  that  is 
fresh  and  sustaining.  One  of  the  largest  and  most 
abundant  of  these  farms  and  one  which  is  of  many 
years  maintenance  is  that  operated  by  the  Meyer 
brothers.  George  H.  Meyer,  like  other  members  of 
the  family  is  justly  regarded  a  leading  citizen  and  a 
man  of  keen  business  acumen. 

The  birth  of  George  H.  Meyer  occurred  October 
20,  1887,  in  the  family  home  at  No.  630  Garfield 
Avenue,  Jersey  City,  his  parents  having  been  Henry 
H.  and  Mary  (Voss)  Meyer,  a  review  of  whom  ap¬ 
pears  on  preceding  pages. 

George  H.  Meyer  attended  Public  School  No.  15 
in  his  native  city  and  after  graduating  in  1901,  he 
entered  his  father’s  establishment  in  order  to  render 
assistance  to  a  business  that  was  growing  rapidly 
and  to  accustom  himself  to  the  responsibilities  of 
management.  Later,  in  1903,  when  his  father  pur¬ 
chased  the  present  homestead  in  New  Springville, 
thereby  removing  from  New  Jersey  to  Staten  Island, 
he  accompanied  him  and  has  resided  here  ever  since 
that  time.  The  section  in  which  the  Meyer  family 
located  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  farming 
and  truck  gardening  districts  in  Greater  New  York. 
In  the  intensive  cultivation  of  their  large  land  holding 
they  spent  no  small  amount  of  time  and  energy  in 
the  early  years,  with  the  result  that  the  enterprise 
gained  a  steady  momentum,  brought  them  appreci¬ 
able  results  and  now  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
successful  in  this  borough.  At  the  present  time 
George  H.  Meyer  assists  actively  in  the  promotion  of 
the  business  and  in  the  management  of  the  Meyer 
properties. 

Mr.  Meyer  is  identified  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  with  other  organiza¬ 
tions,  particularly  of  a  civic  nature.  He  and  the 
members  of  his  family  are  affiliated  with  Emmanuel 
Lutheran  Church,  New  Springville,  where  he  serves 
as  a  deacon  and  also  acts  as  vice-president  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  the  institution.  His  wife  is  past 
treasurer  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  the  church. 

The  marriage  of  George  H.  Meyer  took  place 
October  17,  1911,  to  Elfrieda  Schrader,  daughter  of 
Emil  and  Emelia  (Wilms)  Schrader,  of  a  Staten 
Island  family  of  long  standing.  Mr.  Schrader  began 
here  the  cultivation  of  flowers  and  particularly  car¬ 
nations,  an  art  in  which  he  was  especially  gifted.  The 
creation  of  the  “Pink  Enchantress”  came  about  after 
years  of  experimenting  and  subsequently  became  na¬ 
tionally  known  as  one  of  the  finest  and  most  beautiful 
carnations  grown.  Needless  to  say,  these  flowers 
were  in  demand  in  all  parts  of  the  country  and  came 
to  be  accepted  as  the  acme  of  perfection.  Several 
years  ago  the  Schraders  removed  from  this  borough 
to  up-State  New  York  and  now  reside  in  the  town 
of  Bluestores,  near  Hudson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Dorothy  M.,  who  was  born  October  23, 
1912,  attended  Public  School  No.  20  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  and  is  a  graduate  of  Port  Richmond  High 
School,  class  of  1930,  preparatory  to  entering  the 
New  Jersey  Women’s  College  at  New  Brunswick 
for  the  term  beginning  in  the  fall  of  1930.  2.  Wilbur 
G.,  who  was  born  February  11,  1920,  attends  Public 
School  No.  20  in  Port  Richmond. 

Mr.  Meyer,  as  a  resident  of  New  Springville,  has 
been  active  in  association  with  his  fellow-citizens  in 
the  substantial  growth  and  development  of  this  vil- 
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Iage  for  several  years.  Civic  devotion  with  him  is  a 
matter  of  interest  and  pride,  though  his  work  has 
always  been  quietly  and  efficiently  accomplished.  He 
is  a  man  of  pleasing  personality,  quiet  determination 
and  endowed  with  a  love  of  his  home  and  family.  In 
out-of-door  sports  and  recreation  the  family  has  been 
especially  interested  and  active.  The  pony  and  cart 
that  the  young  son,  Wilbur  G.  Meyer,  drives  around 
the  neighborhood  and  the  surrounding  roads,  is  the 
especial  pride  and  delight  of  the  youngster. 

The  Meyer  home  at  No.  9x5  Rockland  Avenue  is 
attractively  located  in  a  quiet  section  of  the  Island. 
The  house  is  pleasantly  encompassed  by  tall  trees, 
flowers  and  shrubs  which  help  to  enhance  the  beauty 
of  the  neighborhood.  Inside  the  residence,  which  is 
one  of  the  finest  on  Staten  Island,  one  sees  several 
large  rooms  generously  and  tastefully  furnished. 
Upon  entering  the  house  the  large  master  grand¬ 
father  clock  that  greets  one  leaves  an  unfading 
impression  of  old-fashioned  hospitality.  A  finely- 
constructed  fireplace  built  of  stones  found  on  the 
Meyer  property  and  duly  gathered  by  Mr.  Meyer, 
embellishes  a  portion  of  the  living  room.  The  home 
is  one  of  comfort  and  pleasure  to  the  Meyer  family. 


HERMAN  J.  MEYER — Energy  and  business 
acumen  of  its  executive  head  have  brought  the  firm 
of  Herman  J.  Meyer,  Incorporated,  to  a  position  of 
comparable  prosperity  and  success  in  this  community. 
Mr.  Meyer,  while  holding  the  office  of  president  of 
his  firm,  is  also  prominently  active  in  financial,  civic 
and  social  affairs  on  the  Island  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  able  younger  citizens  of  the  present  generation. 

He  was  born  at  Greenville,  New  Jersey,  December 
23,  1890,  one  of  the  seven  children  of  Henry  H.  and 
Mary  (Voss)  Meyer,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

Mr.  Meyer  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Jersey  City  and  further  prepared  himself  for  com¬ 
mercial  life  by  a  course  at  Drake’s  Business  College. 
As  a  young  man  he  came  to  Staten  Island  with  his 
parents  and  spent  several  years  with  his  father  on 
the  latter’s  farm  in  the  New  Springville  district.  In 
1912,  in  association  with  his  father  under  the  name  of 
Henry  Meyer  and  Son,  he  entered  the  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  with  offices  and  yards  at  the  foot  of  North  Street, 
Port  Richmond.  In  1921  he  added  the  sale  of  lumber 
to  his  coal  trade  and  formed  the  firm  of  Herman  J. 
Meyer,  Incorporated,  which  is  now  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  firms  of  that  part  of  Staten  Island.  A 
wholesale  and  retail  business  in  lumber  and  coal  is 
carried  on,  the  products  handled  including  sash,  doors, 
trim,  mason’s  materials,  timber  and  similar  articles. 
Mr.  Meyer  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Richmond  County  before  its  merger  with  the 
Brooklyn  Trust  Company  and  he  is  also  a  director  of 
the  Third  Wiard  Savings  and  Loan  Association.  Like 
his  father  before  him  he  has  always  been  interested 
in  civic  progress  and  in  the  advancement  of  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community,  its  people  and  its  institutions. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Staten  Island  Lions  Club,  of  which  he 
is  a  past  president;  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Lodge  No.  841,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  local  Forest, 
Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon. 

Herman  J.  Meyer  married  Isabel  Ireland,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  and  Agnes  Ireland  of  Staten  Island; 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter  and  one  son, 
Gertrude,  attending  Port  Richmond  High  School, 
and  Herman  H.  Meyer. 

S.  I.— 32 


EDWIN  W.  MEYER— Among  the  five  sons  of 
the  late  Henry  W.  Meyer,  referred  to  elsewhere  in 
this  work  as  an  outstanding  market  gardener  and 
citizen  of  New  Springville,  Staten  Island,  is  Edwin 
W.  Meyer,  now  engaged  in  the  produce  business  in 
Manhattan,  and  a  resident  of  New  Jersey. 

He  was  born  June  4,  1895,  and  received  a  sound 
education  in  public  schools.  Naturally,  during  his 
school  days,  in  spare  hours  he  learned  the  practical 
chores  of  boyhood  and  assisted  his  father  with  work 
on  the  Meyer  market  gardens,  then  being  developed 
on  Staten  Island.  In  time,  however,  he  took  to  the 
business  end  of  gardening  and  became  employed  in 
Washington  market  in  the  city,  where  most  of  his 
father’s  produce  was  sold.  Here  he  learned  much 
about  the  distribution  and  sales  of  garden  produce 
to  the  extent  that  it  has  since  become  his  vocation. 
At  present  Mr.  Meyer  is  engaged  in  the  market  dis¬ 
trict  at.  No.  xio  Murray  Street,  New  York,  and  con¬ 
ducts  his  own  prosperous  business. 

In  1914  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  71st  Infantry, 
New  York  National  Guard,  later  redesignated  as  the 
105th  Infantry  of  the  27th  Division,  Regular  United 
States  Army,  which  served  in  the  World  War  under 
the  illustrious  Major-General  John  F.  O’Ryan.  Mr. 
Meyer  entered  the  service  as  a  private  soldier  and 
in  time  became  a  corporal.  He  served  in  1916  during 
the  troubles  on  the  Mexican  border  and  shortly  after 
his  release  from  these  duties  was  again  called  to  re¬ 
enter  the  army  during  the  World  War  conflict.  After 
service  rendered  in  New  York  the  regiment  went  to 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  for  intensive  training 
and  in  early  May,  1918,  it  embarked  from  Newport 
News,  Virginia,  for  France.  Mr.  Meyer’s  contingent 
was  aboard  the  United  States  transport,  “President 
Grant,”  which  after  sixteen  hazardous  days  arrived 
in  the  port  of  Brest.  Some  time  later  his  ship  was 
torpedoed  on  its  return  to  America.  The  105th  In¬ 
fantry  Regiment  was  assigned  as  shock  troops  under 
Sir  Douglas  Haig,  the  British  Field  Marshal,  and 
served  at  Mount  Kernel  in  Flanders  and  on  the  Hin- 
denberg  line.  These  were  tense  days  for  the  105th 
Infantry,  many  of  their  men  being  wounded  and 
others  having  made  the  Supreme  Sacrifice.  Mr.  Meyer 
was  gassed  on  one  occasion  but  soon  recovered  and 
was  again  assigned  to  his  regiment.  Following  is  a 
list  of  minor  engagement  and  battles  in  which  he 
participated :  East  Poperinghe  Line,  Dickebusch  Sec¬ 
tor,  Vierstratt  Ridge,  The  Knoll,  Guillemont  Farm, 
Quennemont  Farm,  Hindenburg  Line,  La  Selle  River, 
Jonc  De  Mer  Ridge  and  on  St.  Maurice  River. 

The  service  of  his  contingent  came  to  a  close  after 
months  of  struggle  at  the  signing  of  the  Armistice 
on  November  11,  1918.  Corporal  Meyer  returned 
with  his  outfit  in  the  spring  of  1919,  received  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Upton,  Long  Island, 
and  then  resumed  civilian  life  and  his  former  busi¬ 
ness  associations.  He  is  a  member  of  various  busi¬ 
ness  and  other  organizations  closely  associated  with 
his  career. 

Mr.  Meyer  married,  August  22,  1917,  at  the  Little 
Church  Around  the  Corner,  New  York  City,  Doro¬ 
thy  Watson,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Watson, 
of  Liverpool,  England.  The  Meyers  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children:  Edwin  W.,  Jr.,  and  Doris,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  Edwin  W.,  Jr.,  and  Jean. 


ISAAC  LOCKMAN — Years  ago  when  sailing  ves¬ 
sels  were  the  essential  medium  for  maritime  trade  and 
transportation,  Staten  Island  served  as  an  important 
building  center  for  such  craft.  On  the  East  Shore  of 
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our  Island,  at  Stapleton,  Isaac  Lockman,  a  descendant 
of  an  old  Holland-Dutch  family  long  resident  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  operated  a  shipbuilding  business.  It  can 
best  be  said  that  he  was  a  man  of  sterling  character, 
a  distinct  asset  in  his  life,  and,  withal,  an  inventor 
whose  creative  genius  was  of  material  benefit  to  the 
shipping  industry. 

Records  indicate  that  the  Lockman  family  was  one 
of  the  earliest  of  Dutch  origin  to  settle  in  the  province 
of  New  York.  First  mention  of  them  comes  with 
Govert  Lockermans  (sometimes  spelled  Lookermans, 
Lookman  or  Lakeman),  who  arrived  in  America  in 
1633  in  the  carvel  “St.  Martyn.”  Having  been  a  minor 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival,  he  first  served  as  an  ap¬ 
prentice  and  later  was  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
“company.”  It  is  related  that  he  was  conspicuous  in 
leading  attacks  on  Staten  Island  Indians  and  his  gen¬ 
eral  conduct  was  that  of  a  valorous  citizen. 

According  to  old  documents  treating  of  the  Staten 
Island  of  1680,  one  Abraham  Lakeman,  of  this  same 
family,  is  said  to  have  owned  a  parcel  of  woodland  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Fresh  Kill  (later  recognized  as 
the  Benham  property).  Abraham’s  name  appears 
again  in  the  records  of  1684  and  1692,  while  in  1693 
he  was  a  civil  officer  on  the  Island,  being  a  justice  of 
the  peace.  There  is  mention  of  Lewis  Lakeman  or 
Lockman,  who  was  defendant  in  a  suit,  July  6,  1681, 
and  Peter,  who  sold  land  in  1684.  Further  mention  is 
made  of  one  Isaac  Lockerman,  perhaps  a  son  of  one 
of  the  above  men,  and  his  wife,  Catharine  Christopher. 
They  had  a  son,  Lewis,  baptized  on  May  23,  1731.  It 
is  recorded  that  an  Isaac  Lockerman  and  his  wife 
Martha  had  the  following  sons:  David,  born  January 
26,  1768;  Jacob,  born  July  21,  1771,  and  Joseph,  born 
October  7,  1775.  Another  Isaac  and  his  wife,  Marg¬ 
aret,  had  a  son  William,  born  November  24,  1772. 
There  was  still  another  Isaac,  born  in  1758,  and  died 
May  I,  1814.  Further  family  records  indicate  that 
Isaac  Lockerman  (or  Lockman)  was  a  full  name 
common  to  the  family  during  late  years  of  the  eight¬ 
eenth  century. 

The  family,  as  a  whole,  attended  St.  Andrew’s 
Church  in  the  village  of  Richmond  and  throughout 
the  long  and  worthy  history  of  this  house  of  worship, 
representatives  bearing  the  name  of  Lockman  were 
prominent  in  support  of  the  parish.  Within  its  rec¬ 
ords,  which  include  dates  of  birth,  baptism,  marriage, 
and  death,  one  finds  mention  of  several  branches  of  the 
family  attending  this  church.  Especially  is  this  true 
during  the  very  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
The  church  charter  itself,  a  lengthy  document,  notes 
that  one  portion  of  church  land  “lay  between  the  Lotts 
of  Mr.  Lakeman  and  the  lotts  of  Captain  John  Still¬ 
well,”  and  again  there  is  mention  of  a  Lakeman  or 
Lockman  parcel  of  land,  adjacent  to  church  property. 
On  more  than  one  occasion  members  of  the  family 
are  recorded  as  serving  on  committees  at  St.  Andrew’s 
and  others  are  mentioned  as  aiding  some  worthy 
church  cause.  Its  subscription  list  included  among 
those  pledged  to  defray  the  salary  of  the  Rev.  Row¬ 
land  in  1787  the  names  of  Nathaniel  Lakerman,  Wil¬ 
liam  Lakerman  and  Isaac  Lakerman. 

As  is  usual  in  the  settlement  of  a  territory,  the 
designation  of  certain  landmarks  comes  from  close  as¬ 
sociation  with  a  family  or  members  of  a  family.  Thus, 
there  is  mention  in  Staten  Island  annals  of  a  “Locker- 
man’s  Creek,  next  large  creek  just  west  of  Mill  Creek 
at  the  head  of  the  Great  Kills.”  Ample  proof  that  the 
family  was  well  represented  in  more  than  one  section 
of  the  Island  is  given  in  William  T.  Davis’  book 
“The  North  Shore.”  The  author  writes  that  the 


homestead,  situated  at  No.  3060  Richmond  Terrace, 
Mariners  Harbor,  was  the  “dwelling  place  of  John 
Lockman,  better  known  to  friends  and  neighbors  as 
‘Daddy’  Lockman.”  (His  Dutch  ancestors,  it  is  said, 
once  spelled  the  name  Lorckman.)  John’s  plantation 
consisted  of  considerable  property  in  the  Mariners 
Harbor  district. 

It  might  also  be  noted  that  in  patriotic  affairs,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  embracing  our  country’s  welfare,  the 
Lockmans  were  active.  There  is  authentic  evidence 
of  the  participation  of  Nathaniel  Lockerman  in  the 
Revolution,  according  to  Ira  K.  Morris,  one-time 
local  historian.  This  Nathaniel  was  a  member  of  the 
Second  Company  of  Colonel  Christopher  Billopp’s 
Battalion  of  Militia,  composed  of  picked  men  from 
Staten  Island,  Elizabeth  and  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  During  the  Civil  War  two  representatives,  Isaac 
and  Jacob  Lockman,  were  numbered  among  forty-two 
recruits  assigned  to  Colonel  Tompkins’  Regiment, 
which  left  Port  Richmond  for  Poolsville,  Maryland, 
and  thus  joined  the  active  Union  forces  of  the  North. 

Coming  down  to  Isaac  Lockman,  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  George  J.  Schrieb,  of  Stapleton,  we  find  that  he 
was  born  July  4,  1807,  in  the  district  known  as  Green- 
ridge,  his  father  being  a  shipbuilder  by  occupation. 
The  younger  Lockman  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  community  and  at  an 
early  age  entered  his  father’s  establishment.  Of  an 
ambitious  and  persevering  nature,  he  soon  obtained 
an  adequate  and  well-rounded  knowledge  of  boat  con¬ 
struction,  for  in  that  day  and  age  more  than  one  kind 
of  vessel  was  fashioned  by  local  shipbuilders.  Upon 
his  father’s  death,  he  naturally  assumed  control  of  the 
business,  engaging  in  the  construction  of  sea-going 
sloops,  schooners,  and  smaller  craft.  His  headquarters 
were  later  located  along  the  Stapleton  waterfront,  on 
property  leased  from  Commodore  Cornelius  Vander¬ 
bilt,  prominent  in  ferryboat  shipping  and  railroad 
enterprises  and  founder  of  the  family  fortune.  Mr. 
Lockman  and  Commodore  Vanderbilt  were  firm 
friends,  both  being  men  of  sturdy,  forceful  character, 
keenly  alive  to  questions  of  the  day  and  identified 
strongly  with  the  forward  growth  of  Staten  Island. 
Their  interests,  commercially,  were  somewhat  similar, 
though  the  Commodore  was  undoubtedly  engaged  in 
more  and  varied  pursuits.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
considered  of  little  importance  to  row  a  boat  from 
Staten  Island  to  New  York  in  those  days,  whereas  at 
present  such  a  “harbor  voyage”  is  almost  an  unheard 
of  task.  However,  -Isaac  Lockman  was  wont  to  row 
back  and  forth  between  the  two  points  on  frequent 
occasions. 

While  maintaining  his  shipbuilding  establishment 
along  the  east  shore,  Mr.  Lockman  became  the  orig¬ 
inator  of  a  highly-useful  invention,  that  of  a  roller 
used  for  the  purpose  of  moving  vessels  or  other  heavy 
bodies.  In  designing  this  invention,  a  detailed  account 
of  which  was  duly  dispatched  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  Mr.  Lockman  naturally  sought 
a  patent  for  his  creation  and  was  aided  in  obtaining 
this  official  document  by  Richard  V.  Joralemon,  a  pat¬ 
ent  lawyer.  He,  however,  was  but  a  counselor  and 
advisor  to  Mr.  Lockman,  for  it  was  the  latter’s  fertile 
and  creative  mind  that  was  responsible  for  the  fash¬ 
ioning  of  the  new  marine  contrivance.  In  the  dis¬ 
patch  to  Washington  whereby  Mr.  Lockman  sought 
full  patent  rights,  he  introduced  his  invention  as  a 
“new  and  useful  improvement  in  the  art  of  moving 
vessels  or  other  heavy  bodies  on  rollers;  and  that  the 
following  is  a  full  and  exact  description  of  the  con¬ 
struction  and  operation  of  the  machine,  or  Marine 
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Railway.”  This  account  then  devolves  into  a  lengthy 
and  minute  description  of  the  operation  of  the  ma¬ 
chine,  all  of  which  is  contained  within  the  patent  cer¬ 
tificate.  This  certificate,  issued  April  16,  1831,  granted 
the  inventor  the  full  and  exclusive  right  to  make, 
construct,  use  or  sell  said  improvement  for  a  period 
of  fourteen  years,  and  was  duly  signed  by  Andrew 
Jackson,  then  President  of  the  United  States;  Martin 
Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State  (and  later  President) 
and  John  McP.  Berrien,  Attorney-General.  The  certi¬ 
ficate,  which  has  long  been  kept  in  the  Lockman  fam¬ 
ily,  was  the  property  of  Mrs.  Caroline  L.  (Lenting) 
Schrieb  (q.  v.),  granddaughter  of  Isaac  Lockman, 
who  recently  turned  it  over  to  the  Staten  Island  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  as  an  addition  to  its  valu¬ 
able  collection  of  documents  and  papers.  Containing 
the  signature  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  also  bearing  proof  of  the  enterprise  and  genius  of 
a  representative  of  the  old  Lockman  family,  it  is  a 
treasure  of  immeasurable  value,  of  which  the  Institute 
is  justly  proud. 

Needless  to  relate,  Isaac  Lockman  made  full  use  of 
his  invention,  which  in  time  was  in  operation  generally 
along  eastern  waterfronts,  where  heavy  cargoes  were 
loaded  or  unloaded  with  quickness  and  dispatch.  Mr. 
Lockman  continued  in  this  shipbuilding  enterprise 
until  his  retirement  in  later  years. 

In  matters  of  public  interest  he  took  an  active  part, 
supporting  civic  welfare  causes  to  the  best  of  his  abil¬ 
ity  and  lending  a  kindly  and  sympathetic  hand  in 
time  of  need.  Aside  from  his  alertness  as  a  ship¬ 
builder  and  inventor,  he  was  a  citizen  of  purposeful 
and  dignified  deportment.  Underneath  this  manner  lay 
a  vein  of  rich  humor,  reserved  mostly  for  quieter 
hours  at  home  with  his  family.  His  domestic  life 
was  one  of  comfort  and  happiness  wherein,  no  doubt, 
lay  his  greatest  enjoyment.  In  religious  worship,  he 
was  an  attendant  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  Richmond, 
driving  from  his  home  on  the  North  Shore  to  that 
town  each  Sunday  with  his  family. 

Isaac  Lockman’s  marriage  came  on  March  17, 

1830,  to  Caroline  Mahala  Barnes,  also  of  an  old  Staten 
Island  family.  In  records  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church  she 
is  mentioned,  her  birth  having  occurred  on  February 
29,  1812,  and  her  baptismal  date  was  August  13  of  the 
same  year.  The  Barnes  family  was  first  represented 
on  the  Island  by  George  and  Roger  Barnes,  brothers, 
who  came  from  England.  George  Barnes  bought  land 
in  Castleton  in  1770  and  settled  upon  it.  His  wife 
was  Dorothy,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
Elizabeth,  John,  Roger,  and  George.  John  Barnes 
married,  on  May  2,  1793,  Margaret  Perine,  daughter 
of  Henry  Perine,  the  latter  family  having  first  been 
seated  in  Richmond  County  about  1687,  as  there  is 
record  of  a  land  transaction  made  by  Daniel  Perine 
in  that  year.  John  and  Margaret  (called  Peggy  in 
the  St.  Andrew’s  records,)  Barnes  were  thus  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Caroline  Mahala  (Barnes)  Lockman. 

Isaac  Lockman  and  his  wife  were  in  turn  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  daughter,  Catherine  Ann,  born  January  24, 

1831.  Isaac  Lockman’s  death  occurred  on  January  30, 
1891;  his  wife  having  died  September  21,  1890,  and 
both  are  buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 
She  was  indeed  a  Christian  woman  and  a  loyal  help¬ 
mate.  Her  interests,  religious  and  otherwise,  were 
closely  allied  to  her  husband’s,  their  life  together  be¬ 
ing  one  of  sincere  devotion  and  faithful  companion¬ 
ship.  Their  daughter,  Catherine  Ann  Lockman,  mar¬ 
ried,  on  November  19,  1857,  Frederick  B.  Lenting, 
whose  biography  will  be  found  later  on. 


JOHN  LENTING — As  a  member  of  an  ancient 
and  aristocratic  family  of  the  Old  World,  John  Lent¬ 
ing,  in  1847,  embarked  for  America  from  Amsterdam, 
Holland,  just  a  year  following  the  arrival  of  his  son, 
who  had  come  from  abroad  to  live  on  Staten  Island. 
He  brought  with  him  his  wife  and  three  daughters. 
After  a  long  and  hazardous  voyage  across  the  At¬ 
lantic  in  a  slow-moving  sailing  vessel  of  that  period, 
his  desire  to  take  up  a  new  abode  was  appeased  when 
he  established  his  residence  in  the  then  picturesque 
district  of  the  northwest  shore  of  our  Island. 

Here  he  found  contentment  for  a  time,  although  his 
associations  in  his  mother-country  were  strong  in 
his  heart  and  he  was  not  destined  to  live  in  his  adopted 
country  many  more  years.  He  was  formerly  the 
owner  of  linseed  oil  mills  in  Holland,  the  products 
from  which  industry  were  exported.  After  a  number 
of  years  thus  engaged  he  retired,  and  after  his  arrival 
in  this  country  he  spent  his  declining  days  in  the  rest¬ 
ful  enjoyment  of  his  family,  in  reading  and  in  his 
walks  about  our  local  countryside.  He  was  possessed 
of  an  academic  training  and  an  intellectual  background 
that  were  reflected  in  his  bearing  and  personality.  His 
own  father  had  been  an  eminent  physician,  and  his 
uncle  the  librarian  of  the  Royal  Archives  and  the 
Court  Literature  in  Holland,  which  further  exhibited 
the  splendid  heritage  from  whence  he  descended.  He 
took  an  interest  in  the  community  about  Stapleton  and 
participated  in  such  friendships  as  were  akin  to  his 
nature.  Within  a  decade  of  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States  he  passed  away  at  a  mature  age,  his  death  thus 
depriving  his  family  of  a  devoted  husband  and  father. 

Margareth  Jensen,  of  prominent  Danish  ancestry, 
who  was  born  about  1800  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  was 
his  wife  by  a  second  marriage.  Her  parents  were  sub¬ 
jects  of  the  Crown  of  Denmark,  when  Schleswig- 
Holstein  was  a  .part  of  that  country’s  territory. 

John  Lenting  and  his  wife  had  four  children:  Fred¬ 
erick  B.,  a  biography  of  whom  follows;  Ann  Cath¬ 
erine,  who  remained  unmarried;  Helen  Wilhelmina, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Hofmann  of  Sta¬ 
pleton;  and  Caroline  Anna,  who  married  William 
Taege,  also  of  Stapleton.  Both  the  Hofmann  and 
Taege  families  were  of  German  origin. 

Margareth  (Jensen)  Lenting  was  a  woman  of  cul¬ 
ture  and  keen  discernment.  She  lived  fully  aware  of 
her  duties  to  life  and  to  her  family,  and  was  blessed 
with  many  cherished  memories  of  long  standing.  She 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty  and  was  laid  at  rest 
in  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  where  her  husband,  John 
Lenting,  was  also  interred. 


FREDERICK  B.  LENTING— Undoubtedly  the 
most  enduring  and  sustaining  form  of  social  and  civic 
assistance,  especially  in  movements  of  worth-while 
importance,  is  one  that  is  bestowed  quietly,  yet  with 
unaffected  earnestness.  Such  was  the  aid  lent  by 
Frederick  B.  Lenting  who  lived  a  worthy  life  as  a 
man  of  sound  religious  conviction,  as  a  well-regarded 
merchant  and  public  servant  in  Stapleton,  his  adopted 
place  of  residence.  He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Armstrong  and  Lenting,  which  was  prominent  years 
ago  in  mercantile  circles  on  Staten  Island. 

Of  influential  Dutch  ancestry,  Frederick  B.  Lent¬ 
ing  was  born  on  March  17,  1829,  in  Amsterdam,  Hol¬ 
land,  and  there  obtained  his  education.  Being  a  hardy 
youth  of  seventeen  years,  endowed  with  character¬ 
istic  foresight  and  a  firm  determination  to  succeed  in 
life,  he  came  to  America  in  1846.  After  arriving  at 
old  Castle  Garden,  now  the  Battery,  New  York,  he 
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crossed  the  harbor  to  Staten  Island  to  establish  his 
home.  His  father,  John  Lenting,  with  other  members 
of  the  family,  came  to  this  country  a  year  later  and 
together  they  built  a  family  homestead  on  Smith  Ter¬ 
race,  Stapleton,  having  purchased  this  property  from 
Caleb  Ward.  The  Lentings  became  active  in  affairs 
of  the  district  about  them  and  also  took  a  keen  in¬ 
terest  in  the  development  of  the  Island  at  large.  In 
the  “Directory”  of  1882,  there  is  mention  of  Miss 
Anna  C.  Lenting,  sister  of  Frederick  B.  Lenting,  liv¬ 
ing  at  No.  15  Smith  Terrace,  which  was  the  address 
of  their  residence. 

Frederick  B.  Lenting  was  variously  employed  by 
local  merchants  until  at  length  his  experience  and 
training  served  to  fit  him  for  a  more  responsible  posi¬ 
tion,  that  of  a  dealer  in  flour  and  grain.  In  this  un¬ 
dertaking  he  was  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Armstrong 
and  Lenting,  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  in  Sta¬ 
pleton.  He  and  Mr.  Armstrong  engaged  in  this  busi¬ 
ness  successfully  for  about  eight  years  and  were  rec¬ 
ognized  among  the  more  progressive  merchants  of 
their  time.  Evidence  of  this  is  seen  in  the  fact  that 
some  time  before  his  death  Mr.  Lenting  contemplated 
the  building  of  a  large  grain  elevator  and  a  flour  mill 
on  Staten  Island  and  had  been  engaged  in  formulating 
plans  for  such  projects.  It  was  his  firm  belief  in 
Staten  Island’s  coming  development  along  industrial 
and  commercial  lines  that  gave  support  to  these  de¬ 
signs. 

In  the  affairs  of  civic,  social  and  religious  impor¬ 
tance  on  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Lenting  was  deeply  inter¬ 
ested,  and  lent  whole-hearted  aid  in  their  furtherance. 
In  1862  his  name  is  recorded  in  the  “Richmond 
County  Registry”  of  that  year  as  commissioner  of 
streets  in  Middletown,  and  it  is  evident  that  he  had 
maintained  this  post  for  some  time  previous.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  old  Staten  Island  Fire 
Police,  organized  specifically  for  the  protection  of 
life  and  property.  Prior  to  the  establishment  of  this 
body,  groups  of  fire-setters  and  vandals,  particularly 
about  Stapleton,  had  instituted  a  reign  of  destruction 
and  lawlessness  which  individual  citizens  were  power¬ 
less  to  prevent.  The  newly-formed  company  of  police, 
strongly  united  and  sponsored  by  Mr.  Lenting,  Dr. 
Waltzer  and  other  fearless  and  resolute  men,  soon 
manifested  its  ability  in  curbing  further  depredations. 

Mr.  Lenting  was  for  long  years  a  member  of  Tomp¬ 
kins  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  active 
in  its  work.  In  political  affiliation,  he  was  a  staunch 
Jeffersonian  Democrat,  while  in  matters  of  a  religious 
character,  he  was  an  earnest  worker.  In  the  latter 
connection  he  was  an  attendant  of  the  old  German 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Stapleton  (now 
Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.)  Records  show 
that  in  1862,  when  the  board  of  trustees  of  this  church 
underwent  a  reorganization,  Frederick  B.  Lenting 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  new  body,  along  with 
men  of  his  acquaintance  such  as  P.  W.  Caesar,  Louis 
De  Jonge,  Julius  De  Jonge,  D.  Bauer,  Carl  Franke, 
William  Hauff,  C.  Winzer  and  Henry  Uhrsbach. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Lenting  was  identified 
with  the  old  militia  on  Staten  Island,  holding  a  lieu¬ 
tenant’s  post.  He  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil 
War,  but  was  not  sent  south  with  the  Regular  Army 
because  of  the  necessity  of  supporting  his  family, 
single  men  being  first  enrolled  in  the  ranks.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  it  was  deemed  wiser  for  him  to  carry  on  his  busi¬ 
ness  as  a  flour  and  grain  dealer  and  thus  furnish 
Camp  Scott  at  Old  Town  and  other  cantonments  on 
Staten  Island  with  such  provisions. 

By  nature,  Mr.  Lenting  was  of  a  quiet,  retired  dis¬ 


position,  though  firm  and  capable  as  a  public  servant. 
Frankness  and  sincerity  were  virtues  with  which  he 
was  endowed  and  in  the  eyes  of  his  contemporaries, 
he  was  a  highly-esteemed  citizen. 

Frederick  B.  Lenting’s  marriage  took  place  on  No¬ 
vember  19,  1857,  with  Catherine  Ann  Lockman,  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Caroline  M.  (Barnes)  Lock- 
man  (q.  v.).  Mrs.  Lenting  was  a  person  of  culture 
and  womanly  virtue,  to  whom  the  love  of  home  and 
family  meant  the  fullest  happiness.  She  and  her  hus¬ 
band  were  ideally  alike  in  character  and  tastes  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  Caroline  Lockman  Lent¬ 
ing,  who  married  George  J.  Schrieb,  whose  biography 
accompanies  this.  Mr.  Lenting’s  death  occurred  on 
September  7,  1871,  his  wife  having  passed  away 
January  27,  1866,  and  both  were  interred  in  the  Mor¬ 
avian  Cemetery. 


GEORGE  J.  SCHRIEB — The  value  of  a  thor¬ 
ough  education  acquired  in  a  famous  German  uni¬ 
versity  was  manifested  in  the  private  life  and  business 
associations  of  George  J.  Schrieb,  who  at  his  passing 
was  a  prominent  resident  of  Stapleton.  Mr.  Schrieb 
was  well  known  in  this  community  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  in  Manhattan,  where  he  was 
identified  with  the  international  banking  house  of 
Lazard  Freres. 

The  Schrieb  family  is  native  to  Wiirttemberg, 
Germany,  where  Gottlieb  Schrieb,  the  father  of 
George  J.  Schrieb,  was  also  a  banker  by  occupation. 
The  elder  Schrieb  became  prominent  in  that  profes¬ 
sion,  was  a  man  of  influence  in  his  home  district,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Germany.  His  death  occurred 
about  1870,  and  he  was  survived  for  several  years  by 
his  wife,  who  was  the  mother  of  three  children:  Wil¬ 
liam,  Louisa,  and  George  J.  Schrieb,  of  this  review. 

George  J.  Schrieb  was  born  July  10,  1864,  in 
Wiirttemberg,  but  obtained  his  early  education  at  pri¬ 
vate  schools  in  Belgium,  whither  he  had  been  sent  to 
join  his  grandmother,  who  was  a  native  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  He  remained  there  for  some  years,  then  entered 
Heidelberg  University,  and  was  subsequently  gradu¬ 
ated  from  this  school  of  higher  learning  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  Languages.  After  complet¬ 
ing  his  studies  he  became  associated  with  the  Banque 
of  Reail,  in  Antwerp,  Belgium,  an  old  and  justly-noted 
institution.  Here  he  was  enabled  to  learn  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  finance  with  the  result  that  a  few  years 
later  he  became  connected  with  the  international 
banking  house,  Lazard  Freres,  of  Paris,  France.  His 
position  with  this  establishment  was  an  important 
one,  entailing  an  increased  amount  of  responsibility 
and  one  which  he  mastered  thoroughly  during  the 
ensuing  years,  up  to  1890. 

At  the  latter  date,  Mr.  Schrieb  left  Paris  and  voy¬ 
aged  to  America,  making  his  business  headquarters  in 
New  York.  Thus  he  began  his  connection  with  the 
American  offices  of  Lazard  Freres,  an  association 
which  was  to  continue  for  twenty-eight  years,  until  his 
death  in  1918.  His  gift  as  a  linguist,  his  administra¬ 
tive  ability  and  his  knowledge  of  banking  conditions 
throughout  the  world,  proved  of  material  aid  to  him 
in  his  work.  He  conversed  fluently  in  German,  Eng¬ 
lish,  French,  Spanish,  and  Italian,  and  could  corre¬ 
spond  capably  in  these  languages.  His  education, 
which  had  been  acquired  in  one  of  the  best  universities 
of  Europe,  was  also  an  important  factor  in  his  suc¬ 
cess. 

Mr.  Schrieb  first  took  up  his  residence  on  Staten 
Island  in  1890,  and  the  Staten  Island  “Directory”  of 
1897  lists  him  as  residing  at  No.  52  Van  Duzer  Street, 
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Stapleton,  where  he  had  lived  since  1895,  the  date  of 
his  marriage.  He  became  an  exemplary  citizen  and 
one  whose  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  Richmond 
County  was  whole-hearted  and  sincere,  though  not 
outspoken  or  pretentious.  His  interests,  aside  from 
business,  were  in  the  form  of  relaxation  and  diversion, 
such  as  the  reading  of  good  literature,  horseback  rid¬ 
ing  about  our  Island,  travel  to  different  parts  of  this 
country  and  the  cultivation  of  his  splendid  gardens. 
He  was  a  man  of  kindly  and  generous  nature,  dignified 
in  appearance,  and  well  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  business  associates,  in  particular,  regarded 
him  highly  for  his  judgment  and  unflagging  loyalty, 
his  service  within  the  firm,  Lazard  Freres,  being  one 
of  long  standing  and  characterized  by  impeccable  in¬ 
tegrity.  Mr.  Schrieb  held  membership  in  a  number  of 
local  societies,  and  for  many  years  w'as  identified  with 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Stapleton.  He  was 
active  in  the  work  of  the  parish  and  supported  its 
activities  liberally.  His  principal  devotion,  however, 
was  to  his  home,  his  life  being  a  quiet  and  retired 
one. 

Mr.  Schrieb’s  marriage  took  place  on  April  23, 
1895,  to  Caroline  Lockman  Lenting,  daughter  of 
Frederick  B.  and  Catherine  A.  (Lockman)  Lenting, 
as  noted  in  the  previous  review. 

Mrs.  Schrieb  was  educated  at  Professor  Methfes- 
sel’s  Private  School,  now  the  Staten  Island  Academy. 
After  her  early  studies  she  took  extended  courses  in 
voice  culture  under  Madame  Jonhensen,  one-time  il¬ 
lustrious  operatic  singer.  Always  interested  in  music, 
Mrs.  Schrieb,  as  a  young  student  of  that  art,  attended 
the  finer  chamber  rnusic  and  later  continued  to  be  a 
devotee  of  both  concert  work  and  the  opera.  She  has 
aided,  with  her  own  talent  and  means,  local  singing 
clubs  and  was  a  member  of  the  old  Staten  Island 
Vocal  Society.  The  arts  in  general  have  attracted 
her,  and  some  fine  engraving,  pottery  and  furniture 
are  her  prized  possessions.  Mrs.  Schrieb  enjoys  a 
number  of  warm  associations,  personal  and  other¬ 
wise,  and  is  a  member  of  The  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

George  J.  Schrieb’s  death  occurred  January  17, 
1918,  and  he  is  buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Moravian 
Cemetery.  Mrs.  Schrieb,  who  survives  him,  resides 
at  No.  278  (formerly  No.  52)  Van  Duzer  Street,  Sta¬ 
pleton.  It  is  through  her  courtesy  and  interest  in  the 
history  of  Staten  Island  and  its  people  that  the  narra¬ 
tives  of  the  Lockman,  Lenting  and  Schrieb  families 
along  with  their  portraits,  are  placed  in  this  work. 


BERNARD  BARRETT  PITT,  M.  D.— In  oc¬ 
cupying  a  position  of  prominence  in  Richmond 
County  medical  circles,  Dr.  Pitt  is  known  through¬ 
out  the  Island  for  his  work  in  the  realm  of  surgery 
and  for  his  service  in  behalf  of  his  fellowmen  and 
the  community.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  medicine  since  1916,  but  in  surgery  he  is 
best  known  and  has  made  valuable  contributions  to 
the  advancement  of  that  science. 

Dr.  Pitt  was  born  in  London,  England,  July  19, 
1888,  son  of  Isa  Pitt,  deceased,  and  Reba  (Rosen¬ 
thal)  Pitt,  who  is  still  living.  His  parents  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1904,  and  brought  with  them 
their  son  who  had  begun  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  London.  Following  their  arrival  in  this 
country,  the  younger  Pitt  entered  Eastern  District 
High  School  in  Brooklyn  and  after  his  graduation, 
he  proceeded  to  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College 
at  Lansing,  Michigan.  He  next  entered  the  Virginia 
Medical  College  where  he  studied  two  years.  He 
then  matriculated  at  George  Washington  University, 


Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  in  his  junior  year 
and  afterwards  returned  to  Medical  College  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  where  he  completed  his  course  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  class  of  1914,  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  served  his  intemeship  in 
the  City  Hospital,  Richmond,  also  at  Kingston  Ave¬ 
nue  Hospital  for  Contagious  Diseases  and  the  Jewish 
Maternity  Hospital,  New  York,  thereby  gaining  in¬ 
valuable  experience  in  these  institutions.  In  time 
his  knowledge  and  ability  won  him  confidence  and 
approbation,  because  of  the  considerate  treatment  he 
rendered  those  who  called  upon  him  for  medical  at¬ 
tention.  Dr.  Pitt  is  a  member  of  various  medical 
organizations,  also  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Order  of 
Foresters. 

Dr.  Pitt  married,  in  1917,  Maide  Lee  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna  Lee.  Her 
father  is  still  living  but  her  mother  is  now  deceased. 
To  this  union  there  is  one  daughter,  Irene,  born 
in  1918.  Dr.  Pitt’s  office  and  residence  is  located 
in  the  Emerson  Hill  district  of  the  Island. 


JOHN  EDWARD  STAKE— For  three-quarters 
of  a  century,  that  part  of  Stapleton  traversed  by 
Beach  Street  and  St.  Paul’s  Avenue  has  been  the 
residential  district  of  prominent  German  families  who 
came  here  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  Many 
of  them  have  remained  and  by  the  character  of  their 
homes,  both  substantial  and  decorative,  they  have 
developed  the  pleasing  and  distinctive  neighborhood 
in  which  they  reside. 

Among  such  was  the  family  of  which  John  E.  Stake 
is  a  present  representative.  Born  January  31,  i860,  on 
Thirteenth  Street  near  University  Place,  New  York, 
Mr.  Stake  was  brought  to  Staten  Island  at  the  age 
of  one  and  a  half  years,  when  his  father,  George  W. 
Stake,  transferred  his  abode  to  Beach  Street,  Staple- 
ton.  As  a  boy,  he  attended  the  private  school  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  A.  G.  Methfesel,  where  many  other  Staten 
Islanders  of  the  period  were  educated.  He  completed 
a  business  course  at  Helmuth  College,  London,  Can¬ 
ada,  and  followed  it  by  about  two  years’  practical 
training  in  his  father’s  insurance  business  at  No.  150 
Broadway,  New  York.  Three  years  of  clerkship  in 
the  Syracuse  office  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
and  Western  Railroad  completed  his  preparation  for 
a  business  career  which  began  in  a  cigar  factory  in 
New  York  City.  The  occupation  of  tobacco  products 
manufacturing  engaged  his  attention  from  about  1879 
to  1906.  In  1888  he  was  operating  his  own  factory 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  1896  when  he  became 
vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  International  To¬ 
bacco  Company  in  New  York,  where  most  of  his 
business  career  has  been  spent.  In  1906  he  sold  his 
interest  in  this  concern  and  organized  the  J.  S.  Lode- 
wick  Company,  dealers  in  raw  furs,  of  which  he  is 
now  vice-president  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Stake’s  interests  here  on  the  Island  include  a 
trusteeship  of  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank;  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church;  Klopstock 
Lodge,  No.  760,  of  the  Masonic  Order;  Lodge  No. 
841,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

Mr.  Stake  married,  on  January  23,  1889,  Martha 
Constance  Helmert,  a  native  of  Saxony.  Mrs.  Stake 
who  for  many  years  had  been  interested  in  the  Diet 
Kitchen,  Stapleton  Day  Nursery  and  other  charities, 
died  on  June  30,  1913.  She  was  the  mother  of  four 
children,  of  whom  two,  Rosa  and  Henry,  are  now  de¬ 
ceased;  the  others  being  Louise  (now  Mrs.  C.  H 
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Ehlers),  and  Constance  (now  Mrs.  J.  R.  Iwersen), 
who  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  John  E. 

Mr.  Stake’s  home  is  at  No.  347  St.  Paul’s  Avenue, 
not  far  from  the  locality  to  which  as  a  child  he  was 
brought  by  his  father.  There,  in  unostentatious  com¬ 
fort,  he  enjoys  the  fruits  of  an  industrious  life. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  MULLIN— A  life-long  resi¬ 
dent,  the  late  William  H.  Mullin  was  prominent  in 
the  general  life  of  the  community.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  painting 
and  decorating  business  with  headquarters  at  No. 
1035  Post  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  He  was  also 
active  in  church,  civic  and  fraternal  affairs,  being  a 
member  of  various  societies  and  organizations,  and 
had  achieved  a  reputation  as  a  man  of  genuine  public 
spirit  with  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at 
heart. 

Mr.  Mullin  was  born  September  23,  1872,  on  Eliza¬ 
beth  Street,  now  New  Street,  Port  Richmond,  the  son 
of  the  late  James  and  Henrietta  A.  (Higgins)  Mullin, 
both  natives  of  Staten  Island.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
father  came  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  while  his 
mother’s  father  was  born  in  Scotland.  James  Mullin 
followed  the  same  occupation  for  many  years  on  Staten 
Island  and  in  1907  turned  the  business  over  to  his  son, 
William  H.  Mullin.  He  was  also  a  truant  officer  in 
the  New  York  City  schools  for  some  years,  being 
pensioned  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  During  the 
Civil  War  in  this  country  he  enlisted  with  the  4th 
New  York  Regiment  of  heavy  artillery  and  served 
from  1861  to  1865,  when  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  He  was  a  charter  member  and  adjutant 
for  forty-one  years  of  Richmond  Post  No.  524  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  religious  affilia¬ 
tion  a  charter  member  of  the  Park  Baptist  Church. 

To  James  and  his  wife,  Henrietta  A.  (Higgins) 
Mullin,  twelve  children  were  born:  1.  Patience  Heal. 

2.  Calvin  Higgins,  engaged  in  the  painting  business. 

3.  Clarabelle  Heal.  4.  William  Henry,  whose  name 
heads  this  record,  and  of  whom  further.  5.  Walter  W., 
a  painter  and  decorator.  6.  Harry  Heal,  custodian  of 
one  of  the  local  public  schools.  7.  Peter,  deceased.  8. 
Florence  Nesbit.  9.  George  A.,  also  a  public  school 
custodian.  10.  Cornelius,  deceased.  11.  Henrietta,  de¬ 
ceased.  12.  Mary  W.  James  Mullin  passed  away  on 
November  13,  1927,  at  an  advanced  age.  His  wife’s 
death  occurred  on  June  3,  1919. 

William  Henry  Mullin  was  educated  in  the  local 
public  schools  and  early  took  up  the  painting  and 
decorating  business.  Prior  to  this  he  spent  seven 
years  and  six  months  with  Burger  and  Ochs,  hard¬ 
ware  merchants  of  Port  Richmond.  His  father,  who 
had  founded  the  painting  business  in  1866,  taught  his 
son  the  craft  and  when  the  elder  Mullin  retired,  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Mullin  continued  it  with  increasing  trade  and 
success  until  his  own  passing. 

Mr.  Mullin  was  baptized  in  the  Park  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  active  as  a  church  worker  during  his 
lifetime.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  for  fifteen 
years  was  steward  of  the  Granteville  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  having  held  every  position  except  that 
of  treasurer.  He  was  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Endeavor  Society,  having  served  as  president  of 
the  Staten  Island  Christian  Endeavor  Union;  and  he 
had  been  equally  prominent  in  the  Epworth  League, 
of  which  organization  he  served  as  president  for  two 
years,  1912  and  1913.  Mr.  Mullin  was  affiliated  fra¬ 
ternally  with  Northfield  Lodge,  No.  338,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  organization  he  filled 
various  offices  including  that  of  Noble  Grand  Master 


for  two  terms,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and 
others  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years.  For 
the  past  thirty-four  years  he  was  a  member  of  Court 
Richmond  205,  Foresters  of  America,  serving  twice 
as  Chief  Ranger.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Junior 
Order  of  the  United  American  Mechanics;  Unity 
Council,  Daughters  of  America;  and  for  fifteen  years 
was  associated  with  the  local  branch,  Sons  and  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  Liberty,  acting  as  counsellor  of  the  latter  for 
five  terms.  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  numbered  him  among  its  well- 
known  and  esteemed  members.  Prominent  among  these 
connections  was  his  activity  in  Civil  War  societies. 
For  thirty-seven  years  he  was  a  member  of  Richmond 
Camp,  No.  63,  Sons  of  Union  Veterans  Auxiliary, 
No.  26;  six  years  he  was  secretary  of  Richmond  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  succeeded  his  father 
as  adjutant.  All  these  demands  on  his  time  did  not 
deter  his  interest  in  a  wide  civic  outlook,  for  the  Vet¬ 
eran  Firemen’s  Association  also  included  his  name  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  became  a  member 
of  the  Washington  Engine  Company  in  1894  and 
served  until  1905,  when  it  was  disbanded. 

On  November  28,  1893,  William  H.  Mullin  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Ellen  Bush,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Hannah  (Desmond)  Bush,  of  Port  Richmond.  Mrs. 
Mullin  is  a  past  president  of  the  Sons  of  Union  Vet¬ 
erans  Auxiliary,  No.  26;  Past  Councillor  of  the  Sons 
and  Daughters  of  Liberty;  member  of  Unity  Council 
Daughters  of  America;  charter  member  of  Olive 
Leaf  Rebekah  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  a  member  of  Beacon  Light  Chapter, 
Order  of  Eastern  Star.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H. 
Mullin  four  children  were  born:  x.  Gertrude  E.,  who 
married  Reginald  Oldham,  associated  locally  with  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad;  they  have  one  son, 
Stanley  J.  2.  Charles  F.,  died  in  infancy.  3.  James, 
who  is  mentioned  further.  4.  William  H.,  Jr.,  born  on 
March  23,  1909,  and  educated  in  public  school,  Curtis 
High  School,  and  a  commercial  college.  He  is  now 
located  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

James  Mullin,  born  March  2,  1899,  attended  Public 
School  No.  20,  and  Curtis  High  School;  is  associated 
in  the  firm  of  William  H.  Mullin  and  Son  now  located 
at  No.  106  Decker  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  He  has 
been  a  member  for  the  past  nine  years  of  Friendship 
Council,  No.  44,  Junior  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics,  and  for  the  past  five  years  a  member  of 
Richmond  Camp  No.  63  of  the  Sons  of  Union  Vet¬ 
erans.  He  married  Edna  Owens,  daughter  of  George 
L.  and  Florence  (Pike)  Owens,  of  Mariners  Harbor. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mullin  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Robert  J.,  who  was  born  on  August  15,  1922. 

The  sudden  death  of  William  H.  Mullin  on  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  1929,  occurred  from  a  fall  while  in  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  his  work  some  days  previously.  It  removed  a 
highly  respected  citizen  whose  service  to  the  com¬ 
munity  was  invaluable.  To  his  family,  to  his  numer¬ 
ous  friends,  and  to  his  many  duties  he  was  constantly 
faithful. 


CHARLES  RIEGER,  M.  D. — For  quite  some 
years  Dr.  Rieger  has  been  identified  in  medical  cir¬ 
cles  and  is  well  known  in  Richmond  County.  He 
takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  progress  of  this  commu¬ 
nity  and  aids  in  such  causes  that  promote  the  welfare 
of  his  profession  and  his  fellow-citizens. 

After  receiving  a  preliminary  and  academic  edu¬ 
cation  and  also  acquiring  his  medical  learning,  he 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  and  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  on  Staten  Island  for  some  time.  He  is  now 
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engaged  in  administering  to  an  extensive  and  increas¬ 
ing  practice  in  Port  Richmond  and  is  also  active  in 
hospital  work  in  which  he  cooperates  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  medical  profession  throughout  this  bor¬ 
ough. 

Dr.  Rieger  is  a  member  of  various  organizations 
of  a  professional,  civic  and  social  nature,  among 
which  is  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society. 

His  office  and  family  residence  are  located  at  No. 
198  Heberton  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


JOHN  D.  KILLIAN  — The  record  of  having  been 
among  the  pioneers  in  the  automobile  trade  and 
among  the  first  to  introduce  such  methods  of  trans¬ 
portation  here  on  Staten  Island,  also  having  aided  in 
the  general  advancement  of  the  industry  in  this 
community,  is  one  which  has  made  Mr.  Killian  highly 
regarded  throughout  this  borough.  His  was  the  first 
bicycle  shop  to  be  operated  in  Richmond  County; 
then,  as  the  motor  car  came  into  use,  he  opened  the 
original  garage  on  the  Island.  As  the  practicality  of 
the  automobile  spread,  he  became  at  an  early  date 
the  agent  and  salesman  of  these  vehicles  and,  in  rapid 
succession  he  operated  the  first  auto  repair  service 
and  parts  shop,  as  well  as  the  first  taxicab  and 
private  car  renting  company.  His  latest  venture 
was  the  opening  of  the  first  “used  car”  show  room 
on  the  Island.  Mr.  Killian  has  a  fund  of  interesting 
reminiscences  relating  to  the  progress  of  transporta¬ 
tion,  from  the  days  of  the  high  wheel  bicycle  to 
the  present  one-hundred-miles  per  hour  standard  au¬ 
tomobile.  In  local  associations  in  this  trade,  he  is 
widely  known  and  is  called  into  conference  from  time 
to  time  for  advice  on  the  problems  that  automobile 
merchandising  requires.  As  a  progressive  citizen,  he 
is  also  highly  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

Mr.  Killian  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  April  11,  1876, 
the  son  of  Bernard  and  Marguerite  (Hanahan)  Kil¬ 
lian,  both  of  sound  Irish  stock.  Coming  to  Staten 
Island  at  a  comparatively  early  age,  he  obtained  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Tottenville. 
Being  endowed  with  a  liking  for  mechanics,  he  fore¬ 
saw  that  a  career  in  this  field  would  prove  of  mate¬ 
rial  value  to  him.  After  obtaining  experience  in  the 
bicycle  business  and  accumulating  a  little  capital  he 
opened  a  bicycle  shop  of  his  own  and  at  the  same 
time  organized  an  agency.  His  establishment  soon 
became  a  popular  one,  not  only  because  of  its  utility 
but  as  a  center  of  athletic  activities  in  Tottenville. 
He  specialized  in  the  construction  of  racing  bicycles 
as  his  enterprise  grew,  these  machines  retailing  for 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  winning  im¬ 
portant  racing  events  which  were  held  frequently  in 
that  day  and  age. 

With  the  advent  of  the  automobile  as  a  means  of 
quicker  and  more  comfortable  transportation,  Mr. 
Killian  instituted  an  agency  for  the  sale  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  some  of  the  earlier  known  cars,  such  as  the 
Toledo  steamer,  the  Haynes,  Apperson,  Locomobile 
and  Winton.  When  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of 
New  York  opened  its  Staten  Island  branch  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  purchase  gas  for  automobile  use. 
For  several  years  he  held  the  exclusive  agency  for 
the  Ford  automobile  and  when  the  Dodge  motor  car 
made  its  appearance  in  1914,  he  opened  headquarters 
for  the  disposition  of  this  machine.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  he  has  been  engaged  in  this  special 
undertaking  and  has  established  an  elaborate  show¬ 
room  and  excellent  repair  service.  His  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  is  situated  in  Tompkins ville,  at  No.  338  Bay 
Street,  and  his  firm  is  known  as  the  John  D.  Killian 
Auto  Company,  Inc. 


Apart  from  his  business  interests  and  his  con¬ 
nections  with  the  Richmond  County  Auto  Dealers’ 
Association  and  other  organizations  of  like  character, 
he  has  several  other  affiliations.  In  the  early  days 
when  the  management  of  his  bicycle  shop  claimed 
his  close  attention,  he  became  a  charter  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Cycle  Club,  then  known  as  a  rac¬ 
ing  and  cyclist  body.  He  has  for  some  time  main¬ 
tained  a  hunting  shack  at  Belfort,  Long  Island, 
which  acts  as  the  center  for  frequent  expeditions. 
He  is  also  the  possessor  of  a  speed-boat  and  is  a 
lover  of  animal  life  and  the  out-of-doors. 

Mr.  Killian  has  two  children:  Edward  R.,  and 
Bernard. 


GEORGE  WILLIAM  BATZ — In  the  commercial 
life  of  this  community,  as  it  exists  at  present,  an  ap¬ 
preciable  number  of  our  leading  merchants  are  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  second  or  third  generation  of  their 
family  engaging  in  such  pursuits.  Mr.  Batz,  who  has 
been  the  owner  of  a  paper  and  paper  bag  establish¬ 
ment  in  Tompkinsville  for  nearly  a  half-century,  is 
the  third  of  his  family  to  follow  a  mercantile  career. 

The  province  of  Baden,  now  a  republic  in  Germany, 
was  the  native  seat  of  the  Batz  family,  where  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  group  as  a  whole  followed  pursuits  of  a 
mercantile  nature.  As  representative  folk  of  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country  noted  for  its  sturdy  citizenship  and 
exemplary  home  life,  they  were  recognized  as  devoted 
and  loyal  inhabitants.  The  first  of  whom  we  relate 
was  Philip  Batz,  grandfather  of  our  Mr.  Batz,  who 
was  born  July  13,  1822,  in  Baden,  educated  in  the  local 
schools,  and  came  to  America  about  1850  in  order 
that  he  might  achieve  greater  economic  independence. 
Arriving  in  New  York,  he  resided  there  for  some 
years  before  crossing  to  Staten  Island  and  establish¬ 
ing  a  meat  market  in  Tompkinsville.  His  place  of 
business,  according  to  the  Staten  Island  Directory  of 
1882,  was  at  No.  24  Bay  Street,  and  by  that  time  he 
had  also  added  a  complete  line  of  groceries  to  his 
store.  This  enterprise,  founded  on  a  relatively  modest 
scale,  was  gradually  enlarged,  with  the  result  that  in 
an  appreciable  time  he  became  known  as  a  leading 
merchant  and  resident.  He  had  married,  in  New 
York  City,  Clara  Baker,  also  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  was  born  April  19,  1819,  and  died  December  20, 
1891.  Among  their  children  was  George  C.  Batz,  of 
further  mention.  Philip  Batz  passed  away  February 
5,  1900,  and  his  wife’s  death  occurred  in  1891.  Both 
were  buried  in  Woodland  Cemetery  on  Staten  Island. 

George  C.  Batz,  born  in  1847  in  New  York,  after 
finishing  his  academic  studies,  entered  his  father’s 
employ  and  was  duly  instructed  in  business  principles. 
He  then  opened  and  operated  a  market  of  his  own,  on 
Sarah  Ann  Street,  now  Van  Duzer,  for  several  years. 
He  was  a  member  of  various  societies,  including  the 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  marriage  came  in  1866 
to  Elizabeth  Nodell,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob 
Nodell  of  New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Clara;  Addie;  George  W.,  of 
further  mention;  and  Mary  Emma.  Georjge  C.  Batz, 
their  father,  died  in  1922. 

George  W.  Batz,  son  of  George  C.  and  Elizabeth 
(Nodell)  Batz,  was  born  May  6,  1870,  at  Tompkins¬ 
ville.  He  obtained  his  education  there  at  the  Madison 
Avenue  School,  finishing  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  He 
then  learned  the  butcher  business  with  the  grand¬ 
father,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  bought  the  grocery 
store  of  Charles  Kopf,  located  at  Hannah  and  Sarah 
Ann  streets.  In  1892  he  became  the  proprietor  of  the 
grandfather’s  establishment  at  Bay  and  Swan  streets, 
Tompkinsville.  In  1892  he  sold  his  place  of  business 
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and  founded  a  new  enterprise,  with  headquarters  in 
Tompkinsville.  Here  his  business,  that  of  a  dealer  in 
paper  goods,  has  remained  ever  since  its  inception, 
and  he  is  one  of  three  merchants  engaging  in  such  a 
pursuit  throughout  the  borough.  He  is  the  possessor 
of  a  large  warehouse  and  office  at  No.  22  Brewster 
Street.  Undoubtedly  the  experience  obtained  during 
his  early  career,  first  within  his  grandfather’s  business 
and  later  as  an  individual  proprietor,  enured  him  to 
work  of  such  a  character  and  at  the  same  time  gave 
him  assurance  and  unusual  resourcefulness. 

Within  his  calling,  Mr.  Batz  is  a  member  of  the 
Metropolitan  Bag  and  Paper  Jobbers’  Association 
and  served  for  two  years  as  president  of  this  organi¬ 
zation.  In  his  home  borough  of  Richmond,  he  is  a 
member  and  former  director  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  member  and  past  president  of 
the  Rotary  Club,  and  now  a  director  and  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Tompkinsville  Board  of  Trade.  As  befits 
a  man  of  his  rank  and  one  whose  interests  are  chiefly 
associated  with  his  home  community,  his  connection 
with  financial  and  civic  societies  is  numerous.  For 
two  years  he  acted  as  a  director  of  the  Tompkinsville 
Savings  and  Loan  Association  and  has  always  been 
active  in  its  service.  Matters  of  public  welfare  have 
always  been  accorded  his  warm  support. 

In  his  fraternal  affiliations,  Mr.  Batz  is  identified 
with  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  being  a  Past  Master  and  a  trustee  of  this 
Lodge;  Past  Commander  of  Empire  Commandery, 
No.  66,  Knights  Templar;  and  now  a  representative 
of  the  Potentate  of  Mecca  Temple.  He  is  also  Past 
Chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Stapleton. 
Another  association  of  his  is  with  the  Veteran  Corps 
of  Artillery,  the  oldest  military  organization  in  the 
United  States.  He  served  during  the  World  War  at 
the  Aqueduct  Valhalla,  Westchester  County,  New 
York. 

George  W.  Batz  married,  on  June  7,  1892,  Margaret 
E.  Van  Riper,  of  Tompkinsville,  the  ceremony  taking 
place  in  the  home  in  which  he  was  born,  at  the  corner 
of  Bay  and  Swan  streets.  Mrs.  Batz  is  of  a  family 
of  early  Dutch  and  New  England  settlement.  On  her 
mother’s  side  an  early  representative  was  a  passenger 
on  the  “Mayflower.”  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Batz,  who  live  at 
No.  79  Nixon  Avenue,  are  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  1.  Helen  M.,  born  January  15,  1895, 
who  is  now  a  teacher  in  Public  School  No.  14,  Sta¬ 
pleton.  2.  Vivien  J.,  born  May  2,  1899,  graduated  as 
an  interior  decorator,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  A. 
Prien,  of  Staten  Island.  3.  Kenneth  W.,  born  August 
27,  1902,  who  was  graduated  from  Lehigh  University 
in  1925,  and  is  now  a  mechanical  engineer  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Carrier  Manufacturing  Company,  of  New¬ 
ark,  New  Jersey. 


GEORGE  ANTHONY  KIRBY,  D.  D.  S.— 

Well  identified  within  his  profession  on  Staten  Island 
and  generally  active  in  other  movements,  Dr.  Kirby 
is  prominent  among  our  younger  citizens  and  widely 
known  on  the  North  Shore. 

He  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  May  22, 
1892,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Katherine  (Brown) 
Kirby,  both  natives  of  England  and  now  residents  of 
Staten  Island.  The  elder  Kirby  holds  an  office  of 
importance  in  the  borough  government.  After  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Port 
Richmond,  Dr.  Kirby  attended  Curtis  High  School, 
at  the  close  of  which  he  entered  the  University  of 
Maryland.  He  was  graduated  from  the  dental  depart¬ 
ment  of  that  institution  in  1918  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  While  at  high  school 


and  at  college,  Dr.  Kirby  was  well  identified  in  ath¬ 
letics,  being  an  active  member  of  the  baseball  and 
basketball  teams  of  both  institutions.  He  still  retains 
an  active  interest  in  athletics  and  is  associated  with 
local  clubs  promoting  various  sports. 

Following  his  graduation  from  college  he  was 
appointed  lieutenant  in  the  Dental  Reserve  Corps  of 
the  United  States  Army.  Serving  twenty-six  months 
in  the  army,  he  upon  his  discharge  opened  offices 
on  Staten  Island  for  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Dr.  Kirby  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Dental  Society  and  has  other  professional  associations. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  has 
held  office  in  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  and  is  a 
member  of  Psi  Omega  college  fraternity. 

Dr.  Kirby  married,  in  1918,  Alice  Lush,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  prominent  resident  of  West  New  Brighton. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby  occupy  a  residence  at  No.  9 77 
Forest  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


JAMES  E.  SMITH  — Prominent  among  the  local 
realtors,  Mr.  Smith  has  aided  in  the  general  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  district  principally  about  Great  Kills, 
where  today  stand  many  well  appointed  homes  which 
makes  this  community  one  of  the  model  residential 
centers  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Smith,  since  coming 
here  several  years  ago,  has  identified  himself  with  a 
number  of  important  affiliations  which  are  Island¬ 
wide  in  their  scope  and  influence. 

He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  November  I, 
1900,  the  son  of  Edwin  and  Mamie  (Caddie)  Smith. 
After  completing  a  public  and  high  school  education 
in  Manhattan,  he  in  1916  entered  the  shipping  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  father  and  remained  in  that  associa¬ 
tion  until  1924.  At  that  time  he  saw  the  possibilities 
of  establishing  a  business  for  himself  and  seeing 
the  value  of  locating  on  Staten  Island,  he  opened 
a  real  estate  office  at  Great  Kills  and  has  continued 
to  operate  here  ever  since.  He  takes  an  active  place 
in  all  the  organizations  that  pertain  to  the  progress 
of  this  town.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Real  Estate  Board,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  is  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Great 
Kills  Business  Men’s  Association  which  he  once 
served  as  secretary  and  is  a  director  of  the  South 
Shore  Bank.  He  also  holds  membership  with  Beacon 
Light  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Lodge  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
Council  1917,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  addition  to 
these  Mr.  Smith  is  affiliated  with  the  local  Masonic 
Club  and  the  Richmond  County  Yacht  Club.  He  is 
a  past  member  of  the  Maritime  Association  of  the 
Port  of  New  York  and  past  president  of  Psi  Epsilon 
high  school  fraternity.  In  religious  attendance  he  is 
a  member  of  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

On  December  4,  1920,  James  E.  Smith  married 
H.  Marian  Sharrett,  daughter  of  Horatio  J.  Shar- 
rett,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


MAX  BACHE — In  the  years  gone  by,  that  stretch 
of  semi-seaboard  country  on  the  south  shore  of  our 
Island  between  Richmond  and  Amboy  roads  and  the 
bay,  extending  from  Arrochar  Park  to  the  Woods 
of  Arden,  comprised  splendid  timberland,  prosperous 
farms  and  the  estates  of  wealthy  residents.  Fam¬ 
ilies  such  as  Tysen,  Cole,  Vanderbilt,  Cromwell, 
Cameron,  Barrett,  Seaver,  Rumph,  Brooke,  Wiman, 
Robinson  and  Roberts  were  numbered  among  the 
early  and  later  owners  of  that  several  mile  area. 
Looking  down  from  the  hill  tops  on  the  north  and 
to  the  west,  there  was  unfolded  to  the  observer  a 
beautiful  vista  of  this  lower  country,  fringed  by 
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sandy  beaches  and  the  expansive  waters  of  Lower 
New  York  Bay. 

Time  and  progress  destined  that  it  should  not  al¬ 
ways  remain  the  same,  for  there  came  a  demand  to 
fill  the  needs  of  our  ever  increasing  population. 
There  was  an  apparent  need  already  before  1850,  for 
a  road  to  run  from  north  to  south,  through  this  dis¬ 
trict,  between  the  beaches  and  the  upper  roads.  In 
1841  David  Jaques  Tysen  (1st)  prepared  a  petition 
for  this  purpose  but  later  discontinued  the  effort. 
However,  his  son,  David  J.  Tysen,  years  later  took 
up  the  task,  and  after  much  resistance,  managed  to 
obtain  a  right  of  way  from  land  owners  and  ap¬ 
propriations  from  the  county  government  to  build 
such  a  road,  which  was  soon  named  Southfield  Boule¬ 
vard,  known  in  more  recent  times  as  Hylan  Boule¬ 
vard.  This  was  the  inception  of  further  expansion 
on  the  South  Shore.  Along  came  the  excursionists 
and  the  vacationists  to  enjoy  the  countryside  and 
the  beaches.  Many  of  them  became  permanent  resi¬ 
dents  and  then  the  modern  history  of  that  neighbor¬ 
hood  began  to  unfold.  Improvements  were  needed, 
houses  were  needed  and  in  was  ushered  the  modern 
realtor. 

Max  Bache  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1906,  after 
he  had  received  a  good  training  in  the  offices  of  his 
cousin,  Albert  Bache,  who  conducted  a  large  real 
estate  business  in  New  York  and  other  communities. 
He  came  from  a  family  of  realtors,  so  to  speak. 
Other  cousins  of  his,  Bing  and  Bing,  of  New  York, 
are  realty  experts  of  note.  Mr.  Bache  was  born  in 
Manhattan,  April  17,  1879,  and  received  a  sound  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  Since  com¬ 
ing  to  the  Island  he  has  met  with  brilliant  success, 
and  has  always  been  a  zealous  worker  in  his  chosen 
profession.  In  Port  Richmond  he  first  opened  his 
first  tract  of  land,  another  at  Arrochar,  followed  by 
several  parcels  around  Grasmere,  and  Dongan  Hills. 
Along  Hylan  Boulevard,  between  the  last-named 
place  and  Great  Kills,  there  are  notably  several  out¬ 
standing  developments  which,  with  their  miles  of 
streets  and  other  physical  improvements,  represent 
an  outlay  of  no  small  amount  of  expenditure.  It  is 
of  interest  to  describe  in  the  following  lines  some  of 
these  developments.  On  both  sides  of  Fingerboard 
Road,  at  the  junction  of  the  boulevard;  south  of 
Fort  Wadsworth,  and  between  Sand  Lane  and  Nor¬ 
way  Avenue  at  Grasmere;  at  Dongan  Hills  from 
Old  Town  Road  to  Benton  Avenue  on  both  sides  of 
the  boulevard;  in  New  Dorp  between  Lincoln  Ave¬ 
nue  and  New  Dorp  Lane  from  the  railroad  to  and 
including  both  sides  of  Hylan  Boulevard;  from  Nel¬ 
son  to  William  avenues  on  the  north  side  of  Hylan 
Boulevard  at  Great  Kills,  are  a  total  of  nearly  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  fully  developed  under 
his  management.  At  south,  New  Dorp  and  Oakwood 
beaches,  he  also  subdivided  much  of  that  property, 
and  since  he  came  here  it  is  estimated  that  no  less 
than  twenty-eight  tracts  or  one  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  were  handled  directly 
or  indirectly  by  him.  About  thirty-five  hundred 
homes  have  been  erected  through  his  efforts,  many 
of  them  the  typical  suburban  residences,  such  as 
one  will  find  in  the  very  ultra  sections  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Few  men  have  been  more  instrumental  in  the 
growth  of  Staten  Island  than  he.  As  a  realtor  of 
distinction  and  success,  it  goes  without  saying  that 
“he  has  much  interest  in  this  community.”  His 
offices  are  at  No.  225  Broadway,  New  York,  and 
his  firm  is  not  only  one  of  the  largest  in  the  borough 
of  Richmond,  but  among  the  foremost  in  the  Metro¬ 
politan  district. 


Mr.  Bache  has  many  associations  on  the  Island  of 
a  business  and  social  nature.  He  is  affiliated  with  a 
number  of  realty  corporations,  as:  president  of  the 
Ocean  and  Bay  Realty  Corporation,  the  Richmond 
Boro  Home  Site  Corporation  and  of  South  Beach 
Estates  of  Staten  Island;  treasurer  of  the  Hanover 
Square  Associates,  Ocean  Edge  Land  Company,  the 
Beach  View  Land  Company  and  the  Long  Beach 
Waterfront  Company  of  Long  Island.  In  fraternal 
affairs  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  906,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Masonic  Club  and  the  Metropolis  Club  of  Man¬ 
hattan.  His  interest  in  civil  affairs  here  is  shown 
by  his  membership  in  the  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Real  Estate  Board.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  New  York  State  Association  of  Real 
Estate  Boards.  His  chief  recreation  consists  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  home  and  his  splendid  family, 
travel,  golf  and  billiards.  The  Bache  family  resi¬ 
dence  was  formerly  at  No.  25  Central  Avenue,  St. 
George,  until  his  recent  removal  from  the  Island. 

Mr.  Bache  married  Lilian  Kramer  of  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania,  of  a  family  well  known  in  that  city. 
Three  daughters  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache: 
Maxine,  who  was  educated  at  Glen  Eden  School, 
Stamford,  Connecticut,  and  at  Fairmont  School, 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  Marjorie,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  class  of  1930  at  Smith  College;  Eleanor, 
who  was  a  student  at  Staten  Island  Academy  and 
later  at  Dongan  Hall. 

The  Bache  family  has  been  in  America  for  more 
than  three  quarters  of  a  century,  and  during  that 
time  New  York  has  been  its  place  of  residence. 
Isaac  Bache,  the  father  of  our  Mr.  Bache,  came 
alone  from  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  about  1850, 
when  only  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  elder  Bache 
was  a  thrifty  lad  and  immediately  set  about  to  seek 
employment.  He  was  variously  employed  for  a  time 
and  eventually  entered  business  for  himself.  During 
the  great  struggle  between  the  North  and  the  South 
in  this  country,  he,  for  a  short  period,  served  in 
the  Union  Army.  When  the  Bowery  was  Manhattan’s 
main  street,  he  had  a  store  on  that  thoroughfare 
near  Grand  Street,  where  he  dealt  in  silks  and  be¬ 
came  a  well-known  and  successful  merchant.  He 
took  an  interest  in  local  affairs  in  that  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  in  later  years  was  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business.  Prior  to  his  death  he  held  valuable 
properties  in  different  sections  of  Manhattan.  He 
married  Sarah  Cooper,  daughter  of  Marion  and  Clara 
Cooper,  who  like  himself  were  natives  of  Germany. 
He  was  the  father  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are 
located  in  New  York:  Frances  E.,  who  married 
Robert  E.  Nuese;  Louis,  also  in  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness;  Bella,  who  married  Albert  Wollenberg;  Ida, 
who  married  Jacob  Stone;  Mortimer,  engaged  in  the 
electrical  business;  Max,  of  this  review  and  David 
Bache,  who  died  in  1898. 


JOHN  WINANT  MERSEREAU,  JR.— As  a 

member  of  a  family  which  has  resided  on  Staten  Island 
for  generations,  Mr.  Mersereau  had,  until  his  passing, 
ably  represented  his  honored  pioneer  forebears  by  his 
own  participation  in  the  affairs  of  citizenship  during 
his  life.  He  also  had  contributed  to  the  advancement 
of  this  community,  both  from  an  occupational  and 
civic  standpoint,  and  was  widely  known  in  the  district 
of  the  old  village  of  Richmond. 

In  another  review  contained  elsewhere  in  this  his¬ 
torical  work,  the  early  record  of  the  Mersereaus  is 
described  at  length,  beginning  with  John,  the  saddler, 
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who  was  versed  in  the  law,  and  was  a  military  man  in 
France.  Supplementing  that  review  it  might  be  added 
that  Joshua,  Paul,  Daniel,  Marie  and  Martha  or 
Elizabeth  Mersereau  fled  from  France  to  England  in 
1685  following  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes, 
and  all  except  Paul  continued  their  flight  to  America, 
in  1688.  Their  mother  is  said  to  have  died  on  Staten 
Island  and  was  buried  in  the  French  churchyard. 

From  Daniel  Mersereau,  the  line  of  descent  leading 
to  our  John  Winant  Mersereau  seems  quite  complete. 
Daniel,  the  progenitor,  married,  on  August  6,  1693, 
Susanne  Marie  Doucinet,  and  their  children  were: 
Daniel,  Susanne  M.,  and  Marianne.  There  was  also  a 
Stephen,  referred  to  in  the  census  of  1706,  who  is 
thought  to  have  been  their  fourth  child.  His  wife  was 
Ann  Michel,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Daniel, 
Marie,  Richard,  Joshua,  Stephen  (2),  of  further  men¬ 
tion;  Christiana,  and  Ann. 

Next  follows  Stephen  (2)  Mersereau,  fifth  child  of 
Stephen  and  Ann  (Michel)  Mersereau,  who  repre¬ 
sented  the  third  generation  to  live  on  Staten  Island. 
His  wife’s  first  name  was  Lydia,  but  the  record  of 
her  surname  is  unavailable.  To  this  union  three  chil¬ 
dren  were  bom:  Sarah,  Daniel,  and  Stephen  (3),  of 
further  mention. 

Stephen  (3)  Mersereau  was  born  February  17, 
1774,  died  June  27,  1851;  he  married,  November  21, 
1802,  Lanah  Winant,  also  of  a  Staten  Island  pioneer 
family.  Her  birth  occurred  May  15,  1786,  and  she 
died  August  15,  1853.  Their  children  were  six  in  num¬ 
ber,  being  Daniel,  Lanah,  John  Winant,  of  further 
mention,  Susan  Rezeau,  Stephen,  and  Margaret. 

John  Winant  Mersereau,  Sr.,  son  of  Stephen  (3) 
and  Lanah  (Winant)  Mersereau,  was  born  August  4, 
1807,  and  died  August  10,  1887.  He  married  Amelia 
Petronella  Rossi,  on  July  13,  1838,  her  birth  having 
taken  place  on  April  11,  18x5,  and  her  death  came  on 
April  11,  1887.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  Nicholas  Rossi,  John  Winant,  Jr.,  of 
this  review,  Amelia,  Stephen  Whitefield,  and  Howard 
Gray  Mersereau.  During  these  preceding  generations 
most  of  the  family  were  land  owners,  farmers,  boats- 
men  and,  generally,  persons  active  in  civil  and  social 
affairs  on  the  Island. 

The  birth  of  John  Winant  Mersereau,  Jr.,  occurred 
on  March  17,  1837,  in  the  family  homestead  at  Rich¬ 
mond.  After  receiving  a  good  education  in  the  pay 
schools  of  his  home  district,  he  struck  out  for  himself 
by  learning  a  trade  as  a  carpenter  and  builder.  Such 
knowledge  and  experience  made  him  familiar  with  the 
essentials  of  his  calling  to  the  extent  that  in  time  he 
conducted  a  similar  business  of  his  own.  A  number  of 
well  known  edifices  and  dwelling  places  that  are 
standing  at  the  present  time  in  his  native  village  and 
in  Richmond  County  remain  as  a  tribute  to  his  skill 
as  a  builder  and  business  man.  Of  these,  probably  the 
most  important  is  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  which  he  re¬ 
built  some  years  ago.  His  family  had  attended  this 
house  of  worship  for  many  years.  Mr.  Mersereau  was 
also  interested  in  banking,  as  the  Staten  Island  “Direc¬ 
tory”  of  1897  lists  him  being  thus  engaged,  likewise 
residing  on  Fresh  Kill  Road.  As  befitted  a  man  of 
his  standing,  he  was  greatly  interested  in  movements 
of  a  civic  welfare  nature  and  aided  them  to  an  extent 
within  his  means. 

His  marriage  took  place  on  August  15,  1871,  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Church,  with  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Croch- 
eron,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Francis  Vinton.  Thus  came  about  the  union  of  the 
Mersereau  family  with  another  one  of  Staten  Island’s 
oldest  residents,  the  Crocherons,  also  of  Huguenot 


descent  and  bearing.  Mr.  Mersereau  lived  until  Au¬ 
gust  25,  1906,  being  in  his  seventieth  year  at  the  time 
of  his  demise.  His  wife  continued  to  reside  in  the 
family  homestead  for  a  number  of  years,  but  more 
recently  resided  at  No.  299  Clark  Avenue,  Richmond, 
where  she  died  in  1930. 

John  Winant,  Jr.,  and  Charlotte  E.  (Crocheron) 
Mersereau  were  the  parents  of  a  son,  Nelson  Abbott, 
born  September  5,  1880,  in  old  Richmond.  After  at¬ 
tending  the  schools  of  his  home  community,  he  fur¬ 
thered  his  education  and  eventually  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  pursue  his  profession.  Some  years  ago  he 
became  associated  with  the  New  York  Title  and 
Mortgage  Company,  and  at  length  became  manager 
of  the  Staten  Island  division  of  this  concern,  but  later 
resigned  this  post.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  several  organizations  of 
civic  importance.  The  Mersereaus  resided  at  No.  33 
Central  Avenue,  St.  George,  but  now  make  their  home 
in  Westchester  County,  New  York. 


GEORGE  JOHNSON,  M.  D.— Engaged  here 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  for  the  last  decade,  Dr. 
Johnson  is  one  of  the  well-known  members  of  his 
profession  in  Richmond  County  Medical  circles.  He 
is  possessed  of  a  varied  experience  within  this  call¬ 
ing,  having  served  in  the  field  of  pharmacy  prior  to 
his  entry  into  medicine.  Aside  from  his  increasing 
practice,  he,  as  a  citizen,  takes  a  part  in  the  civic 
and  social  life  of  his  community. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Moss,  Norway,  on  June 
29,  1889,  a  son  of  George  and  Sophie  (Syvertsen) 
Johnson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  Ancestors  of  the  family  were  for  the  most  part 
able  seamen  and  his  own  father  was  captain  of  a 
ship.  The  elder  Johnson  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1895  and  brought  his  family  to  this  country  several 
years  later.  Subsequently  Staten  Island  became  the 
permanent  residential  place  of  the  Johnsons  and  the 
father  took  a  position  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  in  their  maritime  department,  which  asso¬ 
ciation  has  since  continued  to  the  present  time.  Dr. 
Johnson  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children:  two 
sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  married, 
namely:  Mary,  Emil,  Leda,  George,  of  whom  further; 
Inga,  Emily  and  Lilly.  His  brother,  Emil  Johnson, 
experienced  active  service  in  the  military  forces  of 
the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  Philippine  up¬ 
rising,  then  returned  to  Staten  Island. 

Dr.  Johnson  first  attended  a  preliminary  school  in 
Moss,  Norway,  but  three  months  previous  to  his 
graduation  came  to  the  United  States.  When  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age,  he  resumed  his  school  at¬ 
tendance  on  Staten  Island  in  Public  School  No.  18 
and  later  went  to  Curtis  High  School,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated.  In  1907  he  matriculated 
at  Columbia  University,  where  he  attended  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Pharmacy  and  was  duly  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1909.  From  that  year  until  1916  he  was  a 
resident  pharmacist  at  Staten  Island  Hospital.  Seek¬ 
ing  to  further  fit  himself  for  a  career  that  met  his 
desire,  he  in  1916  entered  the  Long  Island  Medical 
College,  in  Brooklyn,  from  which  institution  he  was 
awarded  his  degree  as  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1920. 
Having  served  an  interneship  in  the  Norwegian 
Hospital  in  that  city,  he  began  the  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  on  July  2,  1921  at  No.  279  Heberton  Avenue, 
Port  Richmond.  Later  he  removed  to  his  present 
address,  No.  290  Heberton  Avenue,  where  he  has 
had  his  offices  and  residence  since  April  1,  1927. 
His  practice  is  general  in  its  nature.  During  the 
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World  War  Dr.  Johnson  was  a  member  of  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Officers’  Reserve  Corps  at  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  enlisted  for  active  duty,  remained  in  the 
corps  for  the  duration  of  the  war  and  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  United  States  Army  at  the  time 
of  the  signing  of  the  Armistice. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  practice,  Dr.  Johnson 
is  a  member  of  the  medical  staff  of  Staten  Island 
Hospital.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Staten  Island 
Practitioners’  Society,  vice-president  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Hospital  Ex-Internes’  Society  and  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Richmond 
County  Medical  Society.  An  active  Mason,  Dr. 
Johnson  is  affiliated  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66 
(of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master),  with  Tyrian  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  Empire  Commandery, 
also  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon  and  the  Staten 
Island  Masonic  Club.  The  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks  likewise  numbers  him  among  its 
members  in  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841. 

Dr.  Johnson  married  Regina  Helene  Bott,  of  New 
Brighton,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital  Training  School  in  the  class  of  1914.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Barbara  (Saffer) 
Bott.  Her  father  is  connected  with  the  Dreyfus 
Company  here  on  the  Island.  The  children  of  Dr. 
George  and  Regina  Helene  (Bott)  Johnson  are: 
George  Bott,  born  on  May  16,  1923;  Charles  Albert, 
born  on  November  23,  1925;  and  Barbara,  born  on 
July  12,  1926,  who  are  now  attending  school. 


PATRICK  J.  KELLY — For  one  who  has  achieved 
success  in  the  business  world  and  is  recognized  on 
Staten  Island  both  for  this  attainment  and  for  his 
heart-felt  interest  in  amateur  athletics,  Mr.  Kelly  is 
highly  regarded  as  a  citizen.  His  interest  in  athlet¬ 
ics,  which  began  years  ago  when  he  was  a  resident 
of  Manhattan,  has  been  gradually  enlarged  and  has 
finally  resolved  itself  into  a  systematic  promotion  of 
amateur  sports  locally,  a  definite  encouragement  of 
physical  education  for  the  youth  of  our  Island  and 
the  consequent  enhancing  of  our  civic  structure. 

Mr.  Kelly  is  of  a  family  of  Irish  descent,  where 
for  long  years  its  members  were  well  known  citizens 
engaged  in  various  trades  and  occupations.  At  the 
age  of  three  years  he  was  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents  who  believed  that  in  a  newer  land  lay 
greater  opportunity  to  realize  economic  independence 
and  establish  a  comfortable  home  for  themselves  and 
their  children.  They  made  their  residence  in  the 
lower  part  of  New  York  and  their  son  attended 
St.  Anne’s  Parochial  School,  at  the  corner  of  Eleventh 
Street  and  Fourth  Avenue.  After  completing  his 
academic  education  the  younger  Kelly  first  obtained 
a  situation  in  the  John  Wanamaker  Store  at  Broad¬ 
way  and  Tenth  Street,  and  later  became  connected 
with  Porter  Brothers.  In  the  latter  association  he 
acted  as  salesman,  inside  buyer  and  manager  of  a 
department. 

The  year  1918  marked  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Kelly’s 
residence  on  Staten  Island  and  four  years  later  he 
became  employed  with  the  Narrow  Fabric  Company. 
He  has  charge  of  the  New  York  City  territory  for 
this  concern,  selling  both  to  jobbers  and  wholesalers. 
His  position  is  one  entailing  a  large  measure  of 
responsibility  and  trust  that  has  been  increased 
materially  with  the  passing  years,  and  in  the  efficient 
fulfilling  of  his  tasks  he  has  been  an  invaluable  aid 
to  his  company.  It  may  be  recorded  in  all  truth¬ 
fulness  that  Mr.  Kelly’s  rise  to  his  present  position 
and  the  success  that  he  has  attained  is  due  prin¬ 


cipally  to  his  sound  business  training,  characteristic 
judgment  and  resourcefulness. 

Outside  of  his  business  interests  and  associations, 
Mr.  Kelly  is  probably  best  known  for  his  interest 
in  athletics  and  in  particular,  his  ardent  help  in 
Staten  Island  sports  of  varied  character.  At  heart 
an  intense  lover  of  amateur  sport,  he  began  at  an 
early  age  to  identify  himself  with  club  activities. 
When  a  school  boy  in  Manhattan  he  joined  the  E. 
H.  Harriman  Boys’  Club,  deriving  thereby  not  only 
a  keen  enjoyment  from  participation  in  competitive 
games  but  also  a  determination  to  some  day  become 
a  leader  in  athletics.  During  his  early  Boys’  Club 
activities  he  took  part  chiefly  in  cross-country  and 
track  events  and  later  joined  the  Senior  Club  com¬ 
posed  of  some  seven  hundred  members.  He  rose  to 
the  vice-presidency  of  this  body  and  in  1906  was 
elected  president,  an  office  which  he  cherished  to 
serve.  At  length  it  became  his  duty  to  organize  and 
promote  club  affairs  and  athletic  meets,  a  task  that 
in  later  years  on  Staten  Island  was  to  come  within 
his  province. 

Not  only  did  Mr.  Kelly  organize  and  supervise 
numerous  club  smokers  but  he  was  likewise  able  to 
attract  notables  in  the  field  of  sport  to  his  events. 
A  little  later,  with  the  cessation  of  professional  box¬ 
ing  in  New  York  State  due  to  legal  interference, 
he  promoted  amateur  boxing  contests  that  drew 
large  crowds  and  served  also  to  elevate  boxing  as 
a  scientific  and  manly  sport.  For  several  years  the 
Boys’  Club  which  he  headed,  sponsored  the  Metro¬ 
politan  and  National  championships  in  both  boxing 
and  wrestling. 

Coincident  with  Mr.  Kelly’s  arrival  on  Staten 
Island  came  the  transference  of  his  athletic  alle¬ 
giance  to  our  borough.  He  was  subsequently  ap¬ 
pointed  Amateur  Athletic  Union  Commissioner,  his 
jurisdiction  embracing  local  amateur  athletics  fostered 
by  this  body.  As  chairman  of  the  athletic  commit¬ 
tee  of  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  in  his  capacity  as 
commissioner  he  arranged  amateur  boxing  contests 
which  attracted  large  audiences  and  greatly  stimu¬ 
lated  this  sport  throughout  the  Island.  In  addition 
to  this,  on  several  occasions,  he  was  instrumental 
in  raising  funds  for  relief  purposes  and  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  American  Olympic  team,  abroad.  Tangible 
evidence  of  his  organizational  ability  has  been  also 
indicated  in  the  choice  of  his  assistants  who  aided 
him  in  the  arranging  of  attractive  boxing  “cards” 
and  attended  to  diverse  affairs.  Of  late,  Mr.  Kelly 
has  turned  his  attention  to  ice-skating,  Staten  Island’s 
most  popular  out-door  sport  of  the  winter  season, 
and  has  been  responsible  for  recent  carnivals  held 
at  Martling’s  Pond  in  which  various  races  for  boys 
and  girls  of  school  age  and  adults  as  well  were 
contested.  Suitable  cups  and  trophies  have  been 
presented  to  the  winners. 

In  summarizing  Mr.  Kelly’s  activities  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  local  athletics  and  in  tribute  to  his  ability 
along  such  lines,  it  is  well  to  quote  in  part  from  the 
sport  page  of  “The  Staten  Island  Advance”  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “To  be  successful  in  sports  promotion  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  man  at  the  helm  whose  ability 
and  personality  qualify  him  for  the  post.  Such  a 
man  is  Patrick  J.  Kelly  who  is  one  of  the  few  men 
capable  of  doing  more  than  one  thing  at  a  time  and 
accomplishing  it  efficiently.”  It  might  be  added  ap¬ 
propriately  that  his  genial  personality  and  unselfish 
conduct  have  contributed  largely  to  his  success. 

Outside  of  his  business  and  athletic  associations 
which  have  absorbed  the  greater  part  of  his  time, 
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Mr.  Kelly  is  identified  with  clubs  and  institutions 
of  a  social,  political  and  religious  nature.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  South  Shore  Democratic  Club 
and  has  always  supported  the  tenets  of  his  party. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Patrick  J.  Kelly  married  Mae  Edel,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Hugh,  a  graduate  of  Public 
School  No.  8  on  the  Island  and  now  attending  St. 
Peter’s  High  School  at  New  Brighton.  The  Kelly 
family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  49  Wiman  Ave¬ 
nue,  Great  Kills. 


CHARLES  WILLIAM  DYMOTT— One  of  the 

well-known  local  builders  and  contractors  is  Charles 
William  Dymott,  whose  business  is  located  at  No.  250 
Livermore  Avenue,  Westerleigh.  Most  of  Mr.  Dy- 
mott’s  building  activities  are  in  this  district  and  he 
has  helped  considerably  in  the  development  of  the 
community  as  an  ideal  home  site. 

The  late  Samuel  G.  Dymott,  father  of  our  subject, 
Mr.  Dymott,  lived  next  door  to  his  son,  in  Wester¬ 
leigh,  until  his  death  in  July,  1928.  He  was  a  native 
of  England,  where  he  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
having  spent  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  service  of 
the  late  Queen  Victoria,  from  whom  he  received  many 
recognitions,  among  them  being  an  autographed  en¬ 
graving  of  herself,  which  is  proudly  possessed  by  his 
son. 

He  came  to  America  about  1922,  where  he  followed 
the  trade  of  brass  fitting.  In  England  he  married 
Amelia  Gray,  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight.  Mrs.  Dymott’s  death 
occurred  seven  months  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
They  were  the  parents  of  Charles  William  Dymott, 
of  this  review. 

Charles  William  Dymott  was  born  in  East  Cowes, 
Isle  of  Wight,  England,  on  February  27,  1883.  He 
received  a  good  education  in  English  schools,  after 
which  he  was  variously  engaged  in  the  building  trade. 
He  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  this  business, 
and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years 
and  settled  at  Port  Richmond  in  September  of  the 
year  of  his  arrival.  The  first  four  years  as  a  carpenter 
he  worked  in  the  employ  of  others  and  then  located  at 
Westerleigh  to  enter  business  for  himself.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  established  offices  at  No.  250  Livermore 
Avenue,  as  a  roofing  and  jobbing  contractor.  As  time 
passed  he  began  building  homes  in  and  about  Wester¬ 
leigh.  As  the  building  business  developed  he  gradu¬ 
ally  discontinued  the  roofing  trade  in  order  that  he 
might  devote  all  his  time  to  the  construction  of  resi¬ 
dences.  He  builds  anywhere  from  seven  to  fourteen 
houses  a  year,  depending  upon  the  needs  of  his  patrons, 
and  has  achieved  a  reputation  for  integrity  in  his 
business  dealings  and  for  excellence  of  workmanship. 
Mr.  Dymott  is  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of 
the  Westerleigh  Improvement  Society,  and  his  relig¬ 
ious  affiliation  is  with  the  Immanuel.  Church,  being 
past  treasurer  and  former  teacher  in  the  Sunday 
school  thereof.  His  wife  is  a  deaconess  in  the  same 
church. 

Charles  W.  Dymott  was  married,  in  England,  in 
June,  1906,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  to  Mabel 
Dotleen  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  East  Cowes,  Isle 
of  Wight,  daughter  of  James  and  Rosa  (Harvey) 
Taylor.  Her  father  for  some  years  was  bailiff  on  the 
estate  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  a  position  which  was 
formerly  held  by  his  father  for  about  thirty  years.  He 
was  also  a  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Both 
the  Taylors  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dymott 


have  three  children:  1.  Mavis  Sylvia,  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  May  7,  1909;  she  stood  high  in  her  class  at 
Curtis  High  School.  As  a  student  she  won  the  Cor¬ 
nell  University  scholarship,  where  she  also  excelled 
and  won  the  noted  Phi  Beta  Kappa  honor.  2.  Law¬ 
rence  Samuel  James,  born  June  6,  1911,  graduated 
from  Public  School  No.  30.  For  six  months  he  went 
to  Curtis  High  School  and  then  studied  for  a  year  and 
a  half  in  the  Brooklyn  Technical  High  School.  He  is 
now  associated  with  his  father  in  the  building  and  con¬ 
tracting  business  and  is  taking  night  courses  in  archi¬ 
tecture.  3.  Charles  William,  Jr.,  born  February  24, 
1917,  is  a  pupil  in  Public  School  No.  30.  The  last 
two  children  were  born  on  Staten  Island.  Mrs.  Dy¬ 
mott,  who  as  before  mentioned  is  a  deaconess  in  Im¬ 
manuel  Church,  is  also,  at  present,  a  teacher  in  the 
Sunday  school.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union. 


MINTHORNE  T.  GORDON,  JR.  — As  executive 
head  of  one  of  our  important  public  service  corpora¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Gordon’s  attention  during  the  past  sev¬ 
eral  years  has  been  directed  toward  developing  and 
perfecting  the  Island-wide  transportation  system,  now 
operating  as  the  Tompkins  Bus  Company.  He  is  a 
native  Staten  Islander  and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  whose  notable  career  is  de¬ 
scribed  elsewhere  in  these  historical  pages. 

On  his  paternal  side  Mr.  Gordon  is  descended 
from  a  family  of  Scotch  extraction,  first  represented 
in  the  United  States  during  the  early  1800’s  by 
Archibald  Gordon,  his  great  grandfather.  According 
to  records  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Tomp- 
kinsville,  Archibald  Gordon  was  born  at  Wexford, 
Ireland,  but  later  was  a  resident  of  Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland.  After  coming  to  the  United  States  he 
settled  in  the  district  of  New  Brighton  and  married 
Sarah  Ann  Tompkins,  fourth  of  the  children  of 
Governor  Daniel  D.  and  Sarah  (Hyatt)  Tompkins. 

Archibald  and  Sarah  Ann  (Tompkins)  Gordon 
were  the  parents  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  Gordon. 
The  latter  resided  on  Staten  Island,  and  according 
to  the  Directory  of  1882,  lived  at  No.  19  Van  Duzer 
Street,  Stapleton.  He  married,  and  among  his  chil¬ 
dren  was  Minthorne  T.  Gordon,  Sr.,  who  acquired  a 
sound  education  in  the  local  schools  of  his  time. 
Minthorne  T.  Gordon,  Sr’s.,  name  is  listed  in  the 
Directory  of  1897,  his  occupation  being  recorded  as 
an  electrician  and  his  residence  at  No.  8  Townsend 
Avenue,  Clifton. 

Minthorne  T.  Gordon,  Jr.,  his  son,  was  born  in 
Stapleton,  thirty-seven  years  ago.  He  obtained  his 
education  at  Public  School  No.  14  and  later  attended 
night  school,  taking  up  the  study  of  law,  more  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  a  knowledge  of  business  ad¬ 
ministration  than  for  following  the  legal  profession. 
However,  upon  the  completion  of  this  special  course 
he  engaged  in  further  study  in  the  office  of  a  large 
Manhattan  law  firm.  Subsequent  years  found  him 
associated  in  another  endeavor  with  a  financial  house 
in  Wall  Street,  New  York,  where  a  well-rounded 
experience  in  such  work  was  afforded.  Finally,  in 
1925,  he  again  turned  his  attention  to  his  home 
community,  and  thus  he  founded  on  March  20  of 
that  year  “The  Tompkins  Bus  Corporation.” 

In  giving  this  newly-formed  concern  such  an  ap¬ 
pellation,  Mr.  Gordon,  as  its  executive  head,  not 
only  vested  it  with  an  old  family  name  but  also 
took  full  cognizance  of  the  influence  that  Governor 
Tompkins  reflected  on  Island  people  and  institutions 
since  his  time  about  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago. 

Six  years  have  elapsed  since  his  company’s  incep- 
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tion  and  during  that  time  widespread  changes  have 
been  effected,  both  in  its  personnel  and  equipment. 
An  increase  in  transportation  facilities  has  taken 
place;  due  to  the  steady  growth  of  population  which 
has  extended  to  the  more  sparsely-settled  districts 
of  the  Island  as  well  as  the  intensive  filling  in  of 
the  more  populous  centers.  This  development  within 
such  a  brief  period  has  become  a  paramount  question, 
not  easy  to  cope  with  due  to  the  many  adverse  con¬ 
ditions  which  confront  the  management.  The  Tomp¬ 
kins  Bus  Corporation  has  established  routes  furnish¬ 
ing  service  to  most  of  the  geographic  points  on  the 
Island  and  expects  in  the  future  to  further  institute 
more  bus  lines  when  the  occasion  warrants  it.  At 
the  present  time  no  less  than  twelve  lines  are  in 
operation. 

As  a  large  portion  of  the  Island’s  residents  com¬ 
mute  daily  to  business  in  Manhattan,  prompt  and 
efficient  service  is  vitally  necessary.  Extra  buses 
adding  to  the  speed  of  transferring  passengers  have 
served  to  enhance  the  company  as  a  public  carrier. 
Experienced  drivers,  regulation  safety  appliances  and 
equipment  aiding  the  comfort  of  passengers  have 
also  lent  appreciable  support  to  a  well-developed 
system.  The  offices  and  storage  plant  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  located  at  No.  735  Richmond  Road,  Concord. 

As  executive  head  of  the  Tompkins  Bus  Corpora¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Gordon’s  responsibilities  have  been  of  an 
exacting  nature,  particularly  during  the  past  few 
years.  In  1927,  when  the  dissolution  of  the  muni¬ 
cipal  trolley  system  on  Staten  Island  was  effected, 
Mr.  Gordon  replaced  the  trolley  routes  with  parallel 
bus  lines  which  are  maintained  under  the  present 
system.  Under  his  planning  and  guidance  the  cor¬ 
poration’s  gains  have  been  consolidated  and  the 
traveling  public  given  service  at  a  nominal  cost. 

Mr.  Gordon  has  always  taken  an  active  and  sus¬ 
tained  interest  in  public  affairs  and  in  a  larger  sense 
has  contributed  toward  the  country’s  welfare.  In 
1917  when  the  United  States  entered  the  World 
War,  he  enlisted  in  the  Machine  Gun  Corps  of  the 
United  States  Army,  went  overseas  and  remained 
there  for  fourteen  months.  During  this  period  of 
service  he  participated  in  several  important  engage¬ 
ments  along  the  lines  of  conflict. 

Mr.  Gordon  is  affiliated  with  several  organizations 
of  a  business,  civic  and  fraternal  nature.  He  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  various  sports  and  athletics.  During  the 
1930  season  he  organized  the  Tompkins  Bus  Cor¬ 
poration  baseball  team  which  won  the  championship 
of  Staten  Island  from  the  Rosebank  Pioneers,  former 
champions  for  several  summers.  Not  only  was  he 
instrumental  in  giving  those  in  attendance  several 
of  the  finest  exhibitions  of  the  national  pastime,  but 
he  was  also  responsible  for  bringing  a  number  of 
former  major  and  minor  league  stars  to  the  Island. 
Other  sports  which  engage  his  attention  are  box¬ 
ing,  football  and  golf. 

Minthorne  T.  Gordon,  Jr.,  married,  in  1920, 
Frances  L.  Wood,  of  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
Clinton  W.  and  Florence  Wood.  The  Gordon  family 
residence  is  located  at  No.  71  Manor  Road,  West 
New  Brighton. 


MICHAEL  STAPLETON — As  one  who  served 
in  his  more  active  years  nearly  two  decades  as 
alderman  of  the  old  Second  District  in  Manhattan 
and  who  during  his  summer  and  later  residence  on 
Staten  Island,  gave  ably  and  willingly  of  his  sup¬ 
port  to  public  movements,  the  late  Mr.  Stapleton 
was  regarded  as  a  highly-esteemed  citizen.  During 
his  career  he  cherished  many  warm  and  enduring 


friendships  with  men  of  prominence  in  both  govern¬ 
mental  and  private  life  in  the  metropolis  and  through¬ 
out  the  State  of  New  York.  The  Stapleton  family 
is  of  substantial  Irish  origin  and  was  first  represented 
in  America  about  eighty  years  ago. 

Michael  Stapleton  was  born  in  1852  and  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Manhattan. 
He  became  identified  in  newspaper  publishing  and 
later  was  a  proof  reader.  In  this  capacity  he  was 
connected  for  some  years  with  the  old  New  York 
“Herald”  and  later  with  the  New  York  “Star.”  He 
was  also  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  noted 
“Big  Six”  Typographical  Union  and  in  recent  years 
was,  perhaps,  the  oldest  of  this  body. 

As  time  passed  Mr.  Stapleton  began  to  evince  an 
interest  in  political  affairs,  principally  of  a  local 
character,  for  he  lived  in  the  Second  District,  Man¬ 
hattan,  a  section  long  known  for  its  ardent  political 
enthusiasm.  Loyal  to  the  Tammany  organization, 
then  headed  by  the  late  Charles  W.  Murphy,  he 
gave  generously  of  his  energies  in  support  of  candi¬ 
dates  chosen  by  the  veteran  leader.  In  time  his 
efforts  were  rewarded  by  his  own  election  as  an  aider- 
man  representing  that  district,  a  post  he  was  destined 
to  hold  for  eighteen  years.  At  length,  he  gave  his 
entire  energy  to  the  pursuit  of  a  political  career. 

Once  as  a  candidate  for  reelection,  Mr.  Staple- 
ton  found  himself  on  the  same  ticket  with  Alfred  E. 
Smith,  later  the  Governor  of  New  York  State  and 
United  States  Presidential  nominee  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  in  the  famous  campaign  of  1928.  This 
was  virtually  the  beginning  of  young  Smith’s  political 
career,  he  being  at  that  time  a  candidate  for  member 
of  the  Assembly.  As  tutor  of  the  younger  man  and 
his  political  associate  and  friend,  Mr.  Stapleton  con¬ 
ducted  a  particularly  strenuous  campaign,  being  ably 
supported  by  his  friends,  Mr.  Murphy  and  District 
Leader  Thomas  Foley  for  long  years  widely-known 
as  “Sheriff  Tom  Foley.”  The  ticket  was  swept  to 
victory  thus  giving  Alfred  E.  Smith  a  splendid  start 
toward  a  brilliant  political  career.  After  several  such 
campaigns,  Mr.  Stapleton  terminated  his  years  of 
strenuous  effort  in  the  field  of  politics  and  subse¬ 
quently  retired  to  private  life,  though  he  continued 
as  a  citizen,  to  take  an  interest  in  such  affairs  of 
city,  State  and  nation-wide  scope. 

Mr.  Stapleton’s  association  with  Staten  Island  had 
begun  during  his  more  active  years,  when  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  summer  home  here,  though  living  the  winter 
months  of  the  year  in  Manhattan.  He  came  to  grow 
more  and  more  fond  of  the  Island,  made  many 
warm  friendships  and  was  regarded  as  a  substantial 
neighbor.  He  was  a  kindly,  benevolent  man,  not 
merely  interested  in  holding  political  office,  but  in 
seeking  to  further  public  betterment  and  bring  com¬ 
fort  and  sustenance  to  those  deserving  of  aid.  In  a 
still  greater  sense  his  devotion  to  his  home  and  splen¬ 
did  family  was  one  of  his  long  cherished  comforts 
and  enjoyments. 

Mr.  Stapleton’s  death  occurred  July  19,  1927,  at 
his  residence,  No.  1452  Bay  Street,  Fort  Wads¬ 
worth,  after  a  short  illness.  Men  high  in  political 
and  civic  circles,  both  in  this  borough  and  through¬ 
out  New  York  were  in  attendance  at  the  funeral 
services  held  at  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
Rosebank.  The  Rev.  Father  Francis  T.  Hanratty 
officiated  at  the  rites  of  his  parishioner.  Among  the 
group  of  friends  who  called  at  the  Stapleton  family 
home  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
alderman,  was  Mrs.  Alfred  E.  Smith,  wife  of  the 
then  Governor  of  New  York  State.  Interment  took 
place  in  St.  Mary’s  Cemetery. 
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Mrs.  Jane  Stapleton,  wife  of  Michael  Stapleton, 
for  several  years  devoted  her  activities  to  social  and 
religious  affairs  on  Staten  Island  and  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  St.  Mary’s  Parish  Auxiliary.  She  and 
her  husband  became  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  nine  survive,  as  follows:  John  J.,  who  entered 
the  New  York  City  Police  Department  and  is  an 
inspector  of  detectives  attached  to  Police  Headquar¬ 
ters,  Manhattan;  Michael,  Jr.;  Lawrence;  the  Misses 
Irene  and  Mary;  Anna,  who  married  David  Foley, 
attached  to  Detective  Headquarters,  120th  Precinct 
Station,  St.  George;  Jane,  wife  of  George  Riche,  of 
the  New  York  Fire  Department;  a  daughter,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Captain  Michael  Conway,  also 
of  the  Fire  Department,  and  another  daughter,  the 
wife  of  Matthew  Fitzsimmons.  Nearly  twenty  grand¬ 
children  were  born  to  the  marriages  of  his  sons  and 
daughters. 

HERMAN  J.  KESTLER— A  well-known  local 
citizen  who  has  accomplished  an  important  work  in 
the  field  of  real  estate,  insurance,  and  building  con¬ 
struction  is  Herman  J.  Kestler,  who  has  taken  part  in 
several  leading  real  estate  and  home  development  pro¬ 
jects  in  different  parts  of  Richmond  Borough  and  in 
Brooklyn.  Though  a  designer  of  houses,  and  a  builder 
who  has  gained  long  years  of  experience  at  his  trade, 
his  architectural  work  is  done  only  in  a  private  ca¬ 
pacity  for  his  own  interests.  Mr.  Kestler  is  thor¬ 
oughly  conversant  with  every  branch  of  his  construc¬ 
tion  work  and  is  capable  of  performing  each  of  the 
following  individual  operations :  landscaping,  plaster¬ 
ing,  bricklaying,  carpentry,  drawing  plans  and  speci¬ 
fications,  and  compiling  commercial  law  papers  for  his 
own  use.  He  takes  justifiable  pride  in  the  knowledge 
that  because  of  his  skill  in  the  various  building  crafts 
he  does  not  need  to  rely  upon  the  testimony  of  his 
subordinates  to  judge  when  a  task  is  well  executed. 
For  one  who  takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs 
of  Staten  Island  and  New  York  City,  Mr.  Kestler  is 
ready  at  all  times  to  lend  his  support  to  movements  of 
worthwhile  significance  tending  to  improve  conditions 
in  his  community. 

Herman  J.  Kestler  was  born  on  February  15,  1883, 
in  Mount  Vernon,  Westchester  County,  New  York,  a 
son  of  Joseph  C.  and  Bertha  (Miller)  Kestler,  both 
of  whom  came  originally  from  Germany.  Mr.  Kestler 
the  father,  came  to  the  United  States  from  Germany 
prior  to  the  Franco-Prussian  War  of  1870,  and  his 
wife  came  from  Berlin,  Germany,  about  the  same  time. 
In  Mount  Vernon,  New  York,  they  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing,  became  successful  in  this  pursuit  and  later  main¬ 
tained  a  farm  covering  more  than  five  hundred  acres 
in  Sullivan  County,  New  York.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kestler  are  still  living,  the  former  being  at  the  time 
of  writing  (1931)  close  to  eighty-four  years  of  age 
and  the  latter  but  four  years  his  junior. 

Herman  J.  Kestler  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Sullivan  County,  later  becoming  a  student  at  night 
school  and  finally  taking  a  year’s  work  at  college  in 
Wilmington  College,  Ohio,  where  he  specialized  in  a 
literary  course.  At  the  time  of  the  World  War  he 
removed  from  Mount  Vernon  to  Staten  Island,  where 
he  became  engaged  in  construction  work,  first  on  the 
local  soap  works  and  subsequently  in  other  activities. 
In  1919  he  became  interested  in  the  task  of  laying  out 
and  developing  the  different  subdivisions  of  Staten 
Island.  Thus  after  beginning  on  the  South  Shore,  he 
later  enlarged  and  expanded  his  work,  which  he  ex¬ 
tended  to  West  New  Brighton.  His  developments  of 
especial  note  have  been  those  at  Rice  Manor,  Reon 
Manor,  and  the  latest  one  at  Cedar  Heights  Park.  The 


last-named  development,  which  is  now  occupying  his 
major  attention,  is  outstanding  in  its  field,  consisting 
entirely  of  modern  private  homes.  Through  the  in¬ 
ception  of  what  is  known  as  The  Kestler  Development 
Corporation,  a  plan  designed  for  the  financing  of 
homes  on  a  sound  investment  basis,  the  Cedar  Heights 
Park  Development  has  proven  successful.  Its  loca¬ 
tion  is  one  of  a  healthy,  convenient  nature,  being  on  a 
comparatively  high  level,  and  having  at  its  command 
adequate  transportation  facilities. 

In  the  spring  of  1927  Mr.  Kestler  built  a  model 
home  sponsored  by  the  “New  York  Herald  Tribune,” 
which  gave  Staten  Island  much  publicity  and  prestige. 
He  has  for  a  number  of  years  established  a  real  estate 
and  insurance  office  at  412  Manor  Road  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board. 

In  all  his  work  Mr.  Kestler’s  knowledge  of  all  the 
trades  in  the  building  craft,  architecture  and  commer¬ 
cial  law,  aids  him  materially  in  planning  for  beauty  in 
his  building  developments,  which  bear  testimony  not 
only  to  his  skill  and  craftsmanship  but  also  to  his  ap¬ 
preciation  and  love  of  what  is  really  beautiful.  He 
attributes  his  marked  success  in  his  different  enter¬ 
prises  to  his  own  hard  work  and  diligence.  Mr.  Kes¬ 
tler’s  physique  is  unusually  well-developed  and  his 
health,  good.  He  delights  in  the  performing  of  out- 
of-door  work,  is  likewise  a  lover  of  the  out-of-doors 
in  the  pursuance  of  recreational  pleasures,  and  has  for 
his  principal  hobbies,  fishing  and  hunting.  He  likes 
to  “rough  it,”  and  to  train  hunting  dogs,  and  at  his 
home  enjoys  caring  for  his  flowers  and  his  garden. 
Having  a  fairly  extensive  garden  which  he  cultivates, 
the  family  is  amply  supplied  with  fresh  vegetables 
that  are  the  product  of  his  work. 

Mr.  Kestler  finds  time,  despite  his  many  different 
occupations,  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  civic  and 
social  life  of  Staten  Island,  where  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board,  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  West  New 
Brighton  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  also  identified  with 
the  Business  Men’s  Association  of  America.  Other 
organizations  having  to  do  with  civic  and  social  affairs 
number  him  among  their  members.  He  is  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith. 

On  November  5,  1916,  Herman  J.  Kestler  married 
Margaret  McCauley,  of  Yonkers,  New  York,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Quick)  McCauley  of  Irish 
ancestry,  the  former  having  been  a  stone  mason  by 
occupation.  Herman  J.  and  Margaret  (McCauley) 
Kestler  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Margaret 
Bertha,  born  on  May  12,  1918;  Joan  Veronica,  born 
April  9,  1920;  and  Warren  Edwin,  born  September 

19,  i^i- 

In  summary,  it  must  be  related  that  Mr.  Kestler, 
who  has  always  taken  a  prominent  part  in  public  af¬ 
fairs,  has  maintained  a  deep  interest  in  developing  his 
community  civically  and  socially,  and  is  responsible 
in  a  large  way  for  the  development  of  many  fine  homes 
in  Staten  Island. 


JOSEPH  PAUL  TAKACH,  M.  D.— Among  the 
younger  men  in  the  medical  profession  of  Richmond. 
County,  Dr.  Takach  is  filling  a  place,  both  as  a  physi¬ 
cian  and  citizen,  in  the  affairs  of  Staten  Island.  He 
was  born  at  Port  Richmond  in  1896,  the  son  of 
Michael  and  Irene  (Oakley)  Takach,  natives  of 
Austria-Hungary,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
some  years  ago  and  established  their  home  on  Staten 
Island. 

Dr.  Takach  attended  Port  Richmond  Public  School 
No.  20,  later  Augustinian  Academy  and  then  Ford- 
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ham  University,  in  the  pre-medical  course,  after 
which  he  matriculated  at  the  Medical  School  of 
Fordham  University,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1919.  During  his 
college  course  he  was  a  member  of  the  track  athletic 
team  and  in  1918  was  elected  its  captain.  He  is  still 
interested  in  sports,  being  an  examining  physician 
for  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  of  the  United  States. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club  of  Staten 
Island.  During  the  World  War,  Dr.  Takach  en¬ 
listed  for  service  and  he  is  now  a  captain  in  the  New 
York  National  Guards. 

Following  his  graduation,  Dr.  Takach  served  as  in¬ 
terne  at  the  Jamaica  Hospital  on  Long  Island,  and  at 
St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  on  Staten  Island.  When  he 
began  his  general  practice,  Dr.  Takach  had  been  con¬ 
nected  for  some  months  with  Dr.  McGuire,  a  well- 
known  physician  of  the  Island.  Anesthesia  has  been 
the  branch  of  medical  science  to  which  Dr.  Takach 
has  devoted  particular  attention  and  at  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital  he  is  the  specialist  in  charge  of  this  depart¬ 
ment.  In  addition  to  his  anesthetic  work,  he  is  spe¬ 
cializing  in  genito-urinary  diseases.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Richmond  County  and  the  New  York  State 
medical  associations,  and  of  the  Staten  Island  Prac¬ 
titioners’  Society.  His  office  is  now  at  No.  658 
Forest  Avenue,  and  his  residence  No.  48  Odegaard 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 

In  1923  Dr.  Takach  married  Elfrieda  Meagher,  of 
Saranac  Lake,  a  grand-niece  of  General  Meagher 
of  Civil  War  fame.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Takach  have  two 
daughters,  Barbara  and  Phyllis,  and  one  son,  Paul 
Richard.  They  attend  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  are  well  known  in  various  circles  on  the  Island. 


MRS.  ROBERT  W.  POINDEXTER,  JR.— 

During  the  late  seventeenth  century  there  settled  on 
Staten  Island  early  members  of  the  Mersereau  family, 
as  are  recounted  in  the  pages  of  this  history.  Since 
then  their  descendants  have  been  numerous  in  more 
than  one  section  of  the  Island,  and  from  time  to  time 
many  have  moved  to  other  parts  of  the  country.  This 
review  describes  a  branch  of  Mersereau’s  that  was 
resident  here  about  1695  of  which  Mrs.  Robert  Poin¬ 
dexter,  Jr.,  nee  Irene  Mersereau,  of  Long  Beach, 
California,  is  a  representative  of  the  eighth  generation. 

John  Mersereau,  a  native  of  France  and  a  Huguenot 
by  religious  persuasion,  was  the  first  of  the  family  of 
whom  there  is  definite  record.  He  studied  for  the  law 
in  the  country  of  his  birth,  but  in  later  years  learned 
the  calling  of  a  saddler  by  preference,  and  managed 
to  carry  on  an  extensive  trade  in  his  homeland.  He 
died  at  a  relatively  early  age,  leaving  behind  him  three 
sons :  Paul,  Joshua  and  Daniel ;  two  daughters,  Mary 
and  Martha,  besides  his  widow,  Elizabeth  (Du  Bois) 
Mersereau.  These  children  and  their  mother  went  to 
England  in  1685,  at  the  time  of  the  Huguenot  discus¬ 
sion  in  France  and  in  a  later  year,  with  the  single  ex¬ 
ception  of  Paul  who  remained  in  his  adopted  country, 
continued  their  journey  to  America,  hoping  to  escape 
a  persecution  that  they  believed  would  ultimately  arise 
when  James  the  Second  had  ascended  to  the  throne. 
It  was  their  intent  to  settle  in  Philadelphia,  according 
to  records  of  the  day,  but  instead  came  to  the  colony 
of  New  York.  Staten  Island  became  their  next  abode. 
The  mother’s  death  occurred  here  and  she  was  buried 
in  the  French  churchyard  on  the  Seaman  Farm, 
Westfield. 

Of  the  two  sons  of  Jean  Mersereau,  Daniel  the 
youngest,  was  a  tailor,  and  Joshua,  the  eldest  and  the 
progenitor  of  Mrs.  Poindexter’s  line,  continued  to  re¬ 


side  on  Staten  Island.  The  latter  lived  to  be  nearly 
one  hundred  years  of  age,  having  been  born  in  France, 
in  December,  1657,  and  dying  May  23,  1756.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Maria  Cheadeayne  on  July  16,  1693,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  a  number  of  children,  of  whom 
Joshua  was  the  second  eldest. 

Joshua  Mersereau,  the  second,  born  May  18,  1696, 
generally  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  died 
August  9,  1769.  His  marriage  took  place  on  October 
21,  1927,  to  Marie  Corsen  of  another  pioneer  Staten 
Island  family,  and  thereby  was  achieved  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  unions  of  early  Dutch  and  French  stock.  The 
first  mention  of  the  Corsen  family  in  connection  with 
Staten  Island  occurs  December  30,  1680,  in  a  land 
patent  conveying  to  Cornelius  Corsen  or  Corson, 
Andries  Juriansen,  Derrick  Cornelison  and  John  Pet¬ 
erson  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  sixty  of 
which  came  into  possession  of  Corsen  and  forty  acres 
to  each  of  the  others.  Cornelius  Corsen  was  desig¬ 
nated  as  captain  in  a  record  in  Albany,  dated  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1680,  and  is  again  mentioned  in  Richmond 
County  records  as  being  plaintiff  in  a  suit  in  January, 
1681.  He  died  December  7,  1693,  as  his  will  was 
proved  on  that  day  and  in  it  he  devises  his  property  to 
his  wife,  Mantje,  for  her  life,  and  then  to  be  equally 
divided  among  his  children.  He  owned  other  large 
land  holdings,  much  of  which  were  situated  in  Hun¬ 
terdon  County,  New  Jersey.  He  had  at  least  three 
sons  :  Christian,  a  judge  and  lieutenant-colonel  in  1738; 
Cornelius,  a  justice,  and  Jacob.  The  last-named  son, 
Jacob,  made  his  will  October  5,  1742,  by  which  he 
makes  bequests  to  numerous  children,  of  whom  were: 
Jacob;  Suster,  wife  of  Johannes  Simonson:  “Mary, 
wife  of  Joshua  Mersereau”;  Benjamin;  Rebecca,  wife 
of  John  Blom ;  Douve  and  others. 

Joshua  and  Marie  (Corsen)  Mersereau  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Joshua,  of  whom 
further;  Jacob,  John,  Elizabeth,  David,  Mary,  Cor¬ 
nelius,  Paul,  Elizabeth,  and  Rachel. 

Joshua  Mersereau,  the  eldest,  known  as  Joshua,  the 
third,  was  born  September  20,  1728,  and  died  June  10, 
1804  (though  his  gravestone  mentioned  June  8  as  the 
date  of  his  passing).  In  later  years,  about  1750,  he 
moved  elsewhere  in  New  York  State,  received  land 
grants  and  located  from  time  to  time  in  the  towns  of 
Oxford,  Sidney,  Painted  Post  (near  Corning),  and 
Union.  His  wife  was  Sophia  (La  Grange)  Merser¬ 
eau,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Joshua,  the  fourth, 
of  further  mention. 

Joshua  Mersereau,  the  last  mentioned,  was  born 
June  8,  1758,  on  Staten  Island,  died  January  20,  1857, 
at  Tioga,  Pennsylvania.  He  built  one  of  the  first  saw¬ 
mills  in  the  country  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
lumberman.  His  wife  was  Dinah  Garrison,  born  in 
1769,  died  October  19,  1822,  aged  fifty-three.  The 
Garrison  family  had  long  been  represented  in  America, 
sometimes  being  known  as  Garretson  or  Garritson. 

Their  eighth  child  and  third  son  was  christened 
John  Garrison  Mersereau,  his  birth  occurring  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1799,  at  Guilford,  New  York,  and  his 
death,  August  10,  1883,  at  Portville,  New  York.  Like 
his  father  he  was  a  lumberman.  His  marriage  took 
place  in  November,  1822,  to  Julia  Redfield,  born  No¬ 
vember  11,  1802,  at  Bainbridge,  New  York,  died  April 
9,  1855,  at  Portville. 

To  this  latter  union  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Poin¬ 
dexter,  Samuel  John  Mills  Mersereau,  was  born  on 
October  6,  1823,  died  October  7,  1857.  He  resided  at 
different  times  in  Guilford,  Erwin  Center  and  Port¬ 
ville,  New  York.  His  wife  was  Esther  Caroline 
Butts,  born  January  24,  1824,  died  April  17,  1855,  a 
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daughter  of  Daniel  and  Annis  (Bradford)  Butts, 
and  of  a  distinguished  family  descended  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Bradford  of  “Mayflower”  fame,  and  Governor  of 
the  Plymouth  Colony.  Her  marriage  to  Mr.  Merser- 
eau  had  taken  place  at  the  family  homestead  in  Rome, 
New  York,  on  August  30,  1848. 

Samuel  John  Mills  and  Esther  Caroline  (Butts) 
Mersereau  were  the  parents  of  John  Daniel  Merser- 
eau,  bom  June  20,  1854,  at  Portville,  died  June  29, 
1915,  at  Pasadena,  California.  His  marriage  took 
place  on  June  20,  1883,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  to 
Nellie  May  Coleman  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Remov¬ 
ing  from  New  York  State  to  Michigan,  John  D.  Mer¬ 
sereau  lived  there  for  several  years,  became  a  lumber¬ 
man  of  prominence  in  that  region  and  about  1901 
traveled  to  California  to  reside  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life. 

John  D.  Mersereau  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  Irene  Mersereau,  born  March  30,  1888,  in  Manis- 
tique,  Michigan,  where  her  earlier  education  was  de¬ 
rived.  Later,  she  went  with  her  family  to  California 
and  attended  Leland  Stanford  University  at  Pasadena, 
being  graduated  from  this  seat  of  learning  with  the 
class  of  1 91 1.  It  was  in  the  same  city  that  she  was 
married,  on  February  5,  19x6,  to  Robert  W.  Poin¬ 
dexter,  Jr.,  descendant  of  the  Virginia  Poindexters, 
his  parents  having  been  Robert  Warner  and  Made¬ 
line  (Wade)  Poindexter.  He  likewise  attended  Le¬ 
land  Stanford  University,  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  this  institution  and  then  sailed  to 
Europe  to  pursue  further  studies  at  the  University  of 
Berlin.  It  was  there  that  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  in  Chemistry  was  awarded  him  and  he  is 
now  a  manufacturing  chemist  in  California. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Poindexter,  Jr.,  have  four 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  California.  They 
are  John  Daniel,  born  December  18,  1916;  Romaine 
La  Moyne,  July  16,  1919;  Robert  Warner,  February 
10,  1923;  and  William  Mersereau,  June  16,  1925. 


CARL  D.  ISAACS — Ancestors  on  both  the  pater¬ 
nal  and  maternal  sides  of  Mr.  Isaacs’  family  who 
came  to  this  country  more  than  a  half  century  ago 
and  took  part  in  the  mercantile  progress  of  Staten 
Island,  Mr.  Isaacs  is  presently  representing  in  a  sub¬ 
stantial  manner,  both  as  a  member  of  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession  and  in  affairs  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  this 
community. 

Mr.  Isaacs  was  born  on  the  Island,  July  17,  1889, 
son  of  Askel  and  Doris  Sarah  (Goldstrom)  Isaacs. 
The  elder  Isaacs  came  here  in  1877,  and  for  many 
years  was  engaged  as  a  merchant.  The  Goldstrom 
family  have  been  residents  of  the  Elm  Park  district 
since  the  early  ’70’s,  being  represented  by  Solomon 
and  Rosalie  P.  Goldstrom.  Askel  and  Doris  S. 
Isaacs  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Marie  B., 
who  married  the  late  Reuben  Mord;  Max  is  now 
deceased;  Arthur  B.,  also  represented  in  this  work 
(q.  v.);  Carl  D.,  of  this  record;  and  Jessie  S. 
Their  mother’s  death  occurred  in  1918.  Both  she 
and  her  husband,  who  died  in  1926,  are  buried  in 
Washington  Cemetery,  Brooklyn. 

Carl  D.  Isaacs  was  educated  in  Public  School  No. 
18  and  Curtis  High  School.  Following  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  his  preparatory  education  he  enrolled  in  the 
New  York  Law  School,  from  which  he  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1909,  and  his  Master  of 
Laws,  in  1910.  The  following  year  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  and  became  associated  with  a  law  firm  in 
Manhattan.  In  1912  he  opened  a  law  office  on  Staten 
Island,  and  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession 


until  1917,  when  he  entered  military  service  with  the 
Second  Pioneers,  formerly  the  Fourteenth  Infantry, 
New  York  National  Guard.  He  served  with  this  unit 
fourteen  months  overseas  during  the  World  War 
period.  After  his  discharge  on  July  19,  1919,  at 
Camp  Mills,  he  returned  to  Staten  Island  and  resumed 
his  career  as  an  attorney.  Since  that  time  he  has 
conducted  a  successful  practice,  serving  his  earlier 
clients,  and  building  up  a  new  and  steadily-expanding 
legal  patronage.  In  safeguarding  the  property  holders 
of  Staten  Island  from  unscrupulous  persons  who 
bought  tax  liens  from  the  city  and  later  collected 
arbitrary  fees  from  the  individual  against  whom  the 
lien  was  held,  Mr.  Isaacs  was  instrumental  in  up¬ 
rooting  the  underhand  methods  of  these  persons  and 
preventing  the  recurrence  of  this  practice.  In  this 
campaign,  conducted  by  “The  Staten  Island  Advance” 
and  the  local  Real  Estate  Board  in  the  early  part  of 
1926,  he  acted  as  counsel.  His  offices  are  located  at 
No.  36  Richmond  Terrace,  St.  George. 

As  an  active  and  enthusiastic  member  of  various 
organizations  for  the  promotion  and  development  of 
Staten  Island,  Mr.  Isaacs  is  always  willing  to  devote 
himself  to  the  interests  of  the  people.  He  is  a  di¬ 
rector  and  a  former  secretary  of  the  Richmond 
County  Bar  Association,  and  is  counsel  for  the  local 
building  supply  and  material  dealers’  association.  He 
is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ran¬ 
dolph  Walker  Post,  of  the  American  Legion,  and  is 
former  county  vice-commander  and  adjutant  of  the 
Richmond  County  organization.  His  religious  ad¬ 
herence  is  with  Temple  B’nai  Jeshurun,  the  oldest 
Jewish  organization  on  Staten  Island,  of  which  his 
father,  the  late  Askel  Isaacs,  was  one  of  the  founders. 

Mr.  Isaacs  resides  at  No.  320  Bement  Avenue, 
West  New  Brighton. 


ARTHUR  BERTRAM  ISAACS— Of  Jewish  ex¬ 
traction,  the  Isaacs  family  for  years  has  been  prom¬ 
inent  in  professional  and  civic  circles  in  Richmond 
County.  A  worthy  representative  of  this  family  is 
Arthur  B.  Isaacs,  who  was  born  February  6,  1887,  in 
West.  New  Brighton.  His  brother,  Carl  D.  Isaacs, 
prominent  Richmond  County  attorney,  is  also  of  rec¬ 
ord  in  this  volume  (q.  v.). 

His  preliminary  schooling  was  acquired  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which  he  at¬ 
tended  Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute.  Upon  his 
graduation  from  the  latter  institution  he  chose  New 
York  University  as  the  scene  of  his  further  educa¬ 
tional  endeavor.  In  1907  he  was  graduated  from  this 
institution,  fully  equipped  to  enter  the  professional 
field  as  a  civil  engineer. 

His  first  position  was  with  the  Staten  Island  Ship¬ 
building  Company,  after  which  he  became  associated 
with  the  Jamaica  Bay  Improvement  Commission  on 
the  development  of  Jamaica  Bay  as  a  port  terminal. 
After  a  year  on  the  latter  project  he  became  one  of 
a  large  group  of  engineers  working  on  the  Catskill 
Aqueduct,  and  with  its  completion  in  the  space  of 
three  years,  he  became  identified  with  the  Engineer¬ 
ing  Department  of  the  city  of  New  York.  His  post 
was  that  of  Public  Works  Inspector  throughout  the 
city,  and  during  the  World  War  he  was  in  charge  of 
numerous  war-time  jobs  for  the  city.  This  position 
he  maintained  until  1920. 

From  that  time  to  the  present,  Mr.  Isaacs  has  been 
president  of  the  Arco  Construction  Company,  a  well- 
known  concern,  which  has  constructed  various  public 
works  throughout  the  five  boroughs. 
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Mr.  Isaacs  is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  also  active  in 
the  promotion  work  of  the  local  Jewish  center  and 
other  causes  of  a  civic  and  philanthropic  nature. 

He  was  married,  in  1923,  to  Roselyn  Rosenberg, 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  Rosenberg,  of  Staple- 
ton.  By  this  marriage  one  son,  Alfred  Charles,  was 
born,  who  is  now  (1931)  four  years  of  age. 


EDWARD  J.  HALL — The  Hall  family  has  been 
located  here  for  nearly  a  century,  during  which  time 
its  members  have  taken  a  leading  place  in  the  progress 
of  Staten  Island.  The  first  of  record  in  America  was 
James  Hall,  who  came  from  Tipperary,  Ireland,  about 
1830,  and  his  wife’s  first  name  was  Maria.  We  then 
come  to  John  F.  Hall,  their  son,  born  June  22,  1852, 
in  West  New  Brighton,  who  for  many  years  was  a 
builder  of  bridges  and  other  structures  of  importance 
as  well  as  being  one  of  the  first  quarrymen  to  use 
dynamite  in  the  extraction  of  stone  from  underlying 
rock  strata.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  but 
a  mere  boy.  However,  after  that  conflict,  when  he  had 
reached  young  manhood,  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  forces  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Marines 
at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard.  During  his  later  years 
he  was  active  in  Democratic  politics  and  was  one  of 
the  first  committeemen  in  the  old  village  of  Castleton. 
His  younger  brother,  Felix,  was  for  some  years  super¬ 
visor  of  the  poor  for  the  same  township.  The  Hall 
family  were  also  possessors  of  farm  lands  and  prom¬ 
inent  generally  in  their  district.  John  F.  Hall  was  a 
veteran  fireman  and  a  member  of  that  Association, 
besides  being  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Club  and 
the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  married  Agnes  Barr,  a 
native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  where  she  was  born 
April  19,  1847.  Her  death  occurred  in  1901,  being 
survived  by  her  husband.  A  distant  relative  of  hers 
bearing  the  same  name  was  the  skipper  on  one  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lipton’s  famous  racing  yachts.  She  herself 
was  a  nurse  to  Adelina  Patti,  the  noted  singer. 

Edward  J.  Hall,  son  of  John  F.  and  Agnes  (Barr) 
Hall,  was  born  in  West  New  Brighton,  September  21, 
1890.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  birthplace  and  in  Curtis  High  School.  In  1908 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Hon.  John  A.  Lynch,  now 
Borough  President,  who  was  then  engaged  in  the 
reaj  estate  and  insurance  business.  This  association 
was  maintained  until  1912,  when  Mr.  Hall  engaged 
independently  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  activi¬ 
ties  for  himself.  He  continued  successfully  in  this 
until  1921,  when  he  was  joined  in  partnership  by  his 
brothe.r,  Cornelius  A.  Hall,  former  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings  and  Offices  and  now  Assistant  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Public  Works.  The  partnership  has 
been  continued  to  the  present  time,  and  in  addition  to 
their  usual  brokerage  business  the  brothers  specialize 
in  the  sale  of  plots  in  Silvermount  Cemetery,  near 
Silver  Lake. 

During  the  period  of  the  participation  of  the  United 
States  in  the  World  War,  Mr.  Hall  was  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  and  from  August  2, 
1918,  to  August  2,  1921,  he  was  in  the  health  service 
with  the  government’s  station,  located  at  Fox  Hills. 
As  disbursing  officer  in  this  latter  work  he  spent  about 
four  millions  of  dollars  over  his  own  signature  for 
supplies  at  the  Quarantine  Station,  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital  and  Fox  Hills  Hospital,  and  had 
paid  off  more  than  sixty-three  thousand  men  dis¬ 
charged  from  service.  In  this  work  he  achieved  a 
notable  record,  inasmuch  as  his  books  balanced  to  the 
penny  when  he  finally  resigned  this  position. 


Mr.  Hall  is  president  of  the  West  New  Brighton 
Board  of  Trade  and  holds  memberships  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  organizations:  The  Staten  Island  Real  Estate 
Board,  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  Richmond  Council,  Knights 
of  Columbus;  and  Royal  Arcanum,  Lodge  No.  2057. 
During  his  early  years  he  was  deeply  interested  in 
athletics  and  he  still  retains  an  interest  in  fishing,  golf 
and  tennis. 

Edward  J.  Hall  married,  on  January  3,  1914,  Gert¬ 
rude  McGowan,  of  New  York  City,  daughter  of  Hugh 
and  Mary  McGowan,  both  natives  of  that  city.  Mrs. 
Hall’s  father  is  deceased  and  her  mother  removed  to 
West  New  Brighton  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
Mrs.  Hall  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Daughters  of 
America  and  her  religious  membership  is  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  four  children :  1.  Marie, 
born  October  10,  1914.  2.  John,  born  June  6,  1916.  3. 
Eleanore,  born  November  21,  1917.  4.  Edward,  Jr., 
born  November  14,  1925.  Their  children  are  pupils  in 
the  Parochial  School  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 


HOWARD  ALEXANDER  RICHTMYER — 

Numbered  among  our  successful  young  business  men, 
Howard  A.  Richtmyer  was  a  member  of  the  former 
firm  of  Cahill  and  Richtmyer,  agents  for  motor  cars. 
Their  office  and  sales  rooms  were  situated  at  No.  21 
Harrison  Avenue,  Port  Richmond,  where  for  a  decade 
they  maintained  a  substantial  business  until  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  firm  in  the  fore  part  of  1930.  Both 
Mr.  Richtmyer  and  his  partner  have  evinced  an  ability 
in  their  calling  and  have  also  shown  unusual  capacity 
for  organization  and  executive  management. 

Mr.  Richtmyer  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  1898,  the  son  of  Liberty  and  Carrie  (Alex¬ 
ander)  Richtmyer,  both  natives  of  this  State.  On  his 
paternal  side  Mr.  Richtmyer  is  a  grandson  of  Samuel 
Richtmyer  and  on  his  maternal  side  a  grandson  of 
Samuel  Alexander,  who  came  from  Ireland.  The 
former  was  a  native  of  the  United  States  and  de¬ 
scended  from  Holland-Dutch  ancestors. 

Howard  A.  Richtmyer  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  City  and  after  the 
removal  of  his  parents  to  Staten  Island  he  attended 
Curtis  High  School  for  a  period  of  three  years.  When 
his  academic  course  was  completed  he  matriculated  at 
New  York  University  and  after  three  years  of  study 
in  that  institution,  he  undertook  a  course  in  salesman¬ 
ship  in  Alexander  Hamilton  Institute.  In  1921  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Cahill  under  the  firm 
name  of  Cahill  and  Richtmyer,  and  for  several  years 
they  were  engaged  as  Chrysler  motor  car  dealers. 
Located  in  one  of  the  leading  business  districts  of  our 
Island,  their  establishment  from  the  very  start  was 
successful. 

Up  to  1929  Cahill  and  Richtmyer  continued  as 
Chrysler  agents,  but  in  that  year  they  undertook  the 
agency  for  the  Reo  automobile;  however,  the  recent 
depression  in  the  motor  car  business  warranted  them 
to  dispose  of  their  interests.  Mr.  Richtmyer  has  since 
been  free  lancing  in  the  sales  of  various  makes  of 
cars  for  different  agencies.  In  addition  to  developing 
a  trade  in  the  district  about  Port  Richmond,  they  had 
also  enjoyed  appreciable  business  from  the  outlying 
sections  of  the  Island. 

In  August,  1928,  Mr.  Cahill  and  Mr.  Richtmyer 
formed  the  firm  known  as  the  Cahill  and  Richtmyer 
Realty  Corporation,  engaging  strictly  in  realty  broker¬ 
age  operations  within  his  calling.  The  latter’s  con- 
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cem’s  headquarters  was  also  maintained  in  their  auto 
agency  location. 

Mr.  Richtmyer  has  for  long  years  volunteered  his 
support  of  public  movements  and  is  active  in  various 
other  affairs.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Aque- 
honga  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

Howard  A.  Richtmyer  married,  on  November  4, 
1924,  Gladys  Piercey,  of  Port  Richmond,  daughter  of 
William  S.  and  Maria  H.  Piercey.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richtmyer  have  a  son,  Howard  A.,  Jr.,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  May  9,  1926.  They  reside  at  No.  431 
Oakland  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


OWEN  BOYLAN — Born  in  Ireland,  December 
25,  1871,  Owen  Boylan,  the  son  of  Patrick  and  Kath¬ 
erine  Boylan,  was  brought  to  the  United  States  when 
but  nine  years  of  age,  and  in  October,  1880,  he  came 
to  Staten  Island.  In  those  days  Staten  Island  had  no 
railroads  traversing  it  and  but  little  resembled  the  busy 
residential  and  commercial  center  into  which  it  has 
since  developed.  Mr.  Boylan  went  to  work  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  taking  positions  in  cooperage  shops 
and  similar  places  on  Shooter’s  Island  until  1889, 
when  he  took  minor  positions  with  the  Standard  Oil 
Company,  the  Tide  Water  Oil  Company  and  the  Bal¬ 
timore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  One  of  the  amusing  ex¬ 
periences  of  Mr.  Boylan’s  boyhood,  of  which  he  often 
speaks  and  which  took  place  while  he  was  employed 
on  Shooter’s  Island,  was  watching  people  digging  for 
one  of  the  treasures  of  Captain  Kidd.  The  treasure 
was  supposed  to  have  been  buried  on  that  Island.  He 
has  also  many  stories  to  tell  of  the  days  when  the 
oyster  trade  was  the  leading  industry  of  Staten 
Island. 

After  thirty  years  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road,  Mr.  Boylan,  in  1920,  organized  the  Aquehonga 
Real  Estate  Corporation,  of  which  he  is  president.  He 
later,  in  association  with  other  Staten  Island  business 
men,  took  over  the  Milligan  Savings  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  which  was  renamed  the  Third  Ward  Savings 
and  Loan  Association,  and  of  which  he  is  also  presi¬ 
dent.  He  takes  considerable  pride  in  this  organization 
and  has  urged  his  friends  to  become  enrolled  in  its 
membership.  The  concern  was  taken  over  in  1916 
when  it  had  assets  of  but  twelve  hundred  dollars. 
Today  its  assets  are  nearly  a  million  dollars  and  it  is 
one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  It  is  admitted  that  the  Aquehonga 
Real  Estate  Corporation  has  been  a  boon  to  those 
people  who  wish  to  save  money  for  the  building  of 
homes. 

Mr.  Boylan  is  a  member  of  the  Mariners  Harbor 
Board  of  Trade,  the  Assumption  Council,  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  the  Holy  Name  Society.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  is  an  active  worker  in  the  local  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
County  Committee  for  many  years. 

On  September  8,  1895,  Mr.  Boylan  was  married  to 
Mary  Mulligan,  also  of  Irish  parentage,  who  was 
born  and  reared  on  Lake  Avenue,  where  her  husband 
built  for  her,  three  months  after  their  marriage,  a  very 
charming  and  substantial  residence.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boylan  have  no  children  by  their  marriage. 


JOHN  WERRA— A  record  of  success  after  many 
years  of  hard  work,  consisting  of  long  and  toilsome 
hours,  is  the  career  of  John  Werra,  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  citizens  who  is  particularly  interested  in 
the  development  of  this  community.  Mr.  Werra’s 


rise  in  business  is  a  splendid  example  to  the  youths 
of  today,  showing  how  his  ardent  spirit  of  determina¬ 
tion  carried  him  on  to  prosperity  although  at  times 
he  had  to  struggle  against  almost  overwhelming  odds. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  large  property  owners  of  this 
district  and  is  well  known  in  other  affairs  on  the 
Island.  Mr.  Werra’s  life  has  been  full  of  romantic 
and  interesting  adventures,  especially  during  his  serv¬ 
ice  as  a  youth  in  the  Italian  army  in  its  campaign  in 
Northern  Africa. 

He  was  born  in  Accettura,  province  of  Basilicata, 
Italy,  August  14,  1873,  son  of  the  late  Michael 
and  Freda  (Chiffianni)  Werra,  also  deceased.  Michael 
Werra  came  to  the  United  States  in  1888  and  was 
engaged  in  business  in  New  York  for  many  years; 
after  returning  from  a  trip  to  Italy,  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company  with 
which  organization  he  remained  until  he  entered  the 
coal  business  independently,  an  enterprise  He  con¬ 
ducted  until  his  retirement  from  active  service.  At 
the  age  of  eighty- three  years  (1928)  he  resided  with 
his  son  on  Staten  Island. 

John  Werra  received  his  early  education  in  Italy, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  father,  when 
eleven  years  of  age.  He  early  exhibited  remarkable 
qualities  of  energy  and  ambition,  which  have  charac¬ 
terized  his  entire  life,  by  doing  such  work  as  fell 
to  his  lot  to  make  a  living,  but  with  always  the 
desire  to  advance  himself  in  his  adopted  country.  He 
gradually  prospered,  and  in  1892,  returned  to  Italy 
with  his  father  and  brother,  Anthony,  to  bring  his 
mother  and  others  of  the  family  to  the  home  in  New 
York  City  which  they  had  established  in  this  country; 
after  six  months,  he  again  visited  Italy  to  arrange 
for  the  remainder  of  the  family,  three  brothers  and 
one  sister,  to  come  to  America. 

Mr.  Werra  began  to  serve  his  allotted  time  in  the 
army  of  his  native  land  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
and  for  thirty  months  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Italian 
forces.  In  1895,  he  was  a  member  of  the  detach¬ 
ment  sent  to  Abyssinia  to  quell  the  native  uprising, 
and  while  there  had  many  thrilling  and  hair-raising 
experiences  in  that  odd  and  little-known  land  of  the 
mythical  Prester-John.  Completing  his  military  re¬ 
quirements,  Mr.  Werra  returned  to  the  United  States 
and  after  engaging  in  various  business  enterprises 
came  to  Staten  Island  where  he  has  since  achieved 
success  in  real  estate  and  other  business  activities. 
As  one  of  the  heaviest  investors  in  Staten  Island 
properties,  he  is  confident  of  a  prosperous  future  for 
this  section.  He  has  made  numerous  trips  to  Europe, 
but  with  all  his  love  for  his  native  country,  he  al¬ 
ways  returns  to  the  land  of  democracy,  the  land  of 
opportunity,  to  which  he  is  a  truly  devoted  and  a 
loyal  adopted  son. 

He  is  a  member  of  Mount  Carmel  Society,  an 
Italian  organization  of  which  he  was  the  first  charter 
member;  the  Sons  of  Italy  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
When  the  Democratic  Club  of  Mariners  Harbor  was 
organized,  he  was  one  of  its  original  charter  mem¬ 
bers.  A  devout  Catholic,  he  was  foremost  in  the 
building  of  Mount  Carmel  Church  on  Castleton 
Avenue,  and  St.  Rocco  Church  on  Richmond  Avenue. 
In  behalf  of  the  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  campaign  for 
funds  to  build  their  new  and  modern  extension  he 
helped  and  labored  tirelessly.  He  not  only  has 
given  generously  of  his  time  and  means  to  these 
movements,  but  in  all  worthy  causes  that  help  Staten 
Island  Mr.  Werra  is  a  willing  supporter. 

John  Werra  married  in  Italy  by  civil  marriage, 
Margaret  Prazono,  the  church  ceremony  being  cele- 
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brated  in  New  York  on  December  27,  1895.  To  this 
union  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  five  are  living: 
Frieda,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Patsi  Gregorio,  of  Port 
Richmond;  Albert,  Carl,  George,  and  John,  Jr. 


JOHNSON  L.  ROSE  — As  a  resident  of  West 
New  Brighton  who  came  here  from  up-State  New 
York  and  is  engaged  in  the  print  cutting  industry  in 
the  district  in  which  he  resides,  Mr.  Rose  has  been 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  firm  known  as  Mac- 
Rae  and  Rose  Print  Cutting  Company.  The  unique 
type  of  work  done  by  this  concern  is  rendering  val¬ 
uable  aid  in  the  employment  of  skilled  workers  who 
in  turn  advance  the  prosperity  of  business  conditions 
on  the  Island. 

His  parents  resided  in  and  about  Troy,  New  York, 
a  number  of  years  and  it  was  there  that  their  son, 
Johnson  L.  Rose,  was  born,  in  1863,  and  received  his 
education.  Prior  to  coming  to  Staten  Island  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  ago,  Mr.  Rose  was  variously  engaged 
in  business,  and  he  and  the  late  John  MacRae,  for 
long  years  a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  organized  the 
MacRae  and  Rose  Print  Cutting  Company  with 
headquarters  at  Broadway  and  Seneca  Street,  West 
New  Brighton. 

Many  years  ago,  in  fact  about  1850,  block-cutting 
was  instituted  on  Staten  Island  as  a  relatively  impor¬ 
tant  industry  which  gained  momentum  as  time  went 
on  and  proved  a  profitable  investment  to  its  founders. 
Pioneers  in  this  industry  were  Crabtree  and  West¬ 
brook.  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  John 
Westbrook,  John  Robertson,  Jr.,  and  John  Bain  and 
Company  were  prominent  among  the  manufacturers 
of  blocks  and  prints  for  wallpaper,  oilcloth  and 
other  printed  goods.  The  old  New  York  Dyeing  and 
Printing  Establishment,  according  to  local  history, 
also  carried  on  silk  printing  to  a  large  extent  and  at 
one  time  employed  as  many  as  sixty  block  printers 
in  their  concern. 

At  the  present  date  the  MacRae  and  Rose  Print 
Cutting  Company  stands  as  the  successor  of  these 
older  companies  and  has  installed  in  place  of  the 
cumbersome  machinery  of  the  past,  a  modern  plant, 
completely-equipped  and  capable  of  turning  out  more 
finished  print  than  was  fashioned  in  former  years. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  MacRae,  his  sons,  Andrew 
and  James,  united  with  Mr.  Rose  in  the  incorporation 
of  the  business,  with  the  latter  as  president;  Andrew 
MacRae  as  vice-president;  James  MacRae  as  treas¬ 
urer;  and  William  H.  Rose,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr. 
Rose,  as  secretary.  In  addition  to  his  business,  Mr. 
Rose  has  interests  in  other  projects  of  importance  to 
the  community.  He  is  president  of  the  North  Shore 
Banking  and  Loan  Association;  president  of  the 
Cedar  Grove  Beach  Corporation,  and  treasurer  of 
the  Allen- Wheeler  Company.  He  is  affiliated  with 
Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  an  active  Rotarian. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  L.  Rose  are  the  parents  of 
two  sons,  William  H.,  mentioned  previously,  and 
Thomas  M.  Rose.  The  former  married  Ethel  Bailey, 
and  they  have  a  son,  William,  Jr.  Thomas  M.  Rose 
married  Vera  Davidson.  Both  sons  of  Mr.  Rose 
are  also  members  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons. 

The  Rose  residence  is  located  at  No.  707  Jewett 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 

EDWARD  J.  MALOY — In  the  pursuance  of  a 
chosen  profession  or  business  endeavor,  oftentimes  a 
son  follows  in  his  father’s  footsteps  and  such  a  case 


is  illustrated  in  the  career  of  Edward  J.  Maloy,  who 
received  his  early  training  in  the  field  of  insurance 
under  his  able  father. 

Mr.  Maloy’s  birth  occurred  in  1891,  in  West  New 
Brighton,  the  son  of  Joseph  H.  Maloy,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  After  acquiring  his  prelim¬ 
inary  education  in  his  native  district  he  attended  Cur¬ 
tis  High  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He 
then  entered  his  father’s  insurance  firm  in  Manhat¬ 
tan  and  thereby  was  enabled  to  obtain  a  firm  working- 
knowledge  and  experience  that  have  since  served  him 
to  advantage.  After  a  time,  however,  he  determined 
to  establish  a  firm  of  his  own,  and  as  a  consequence, 
founded  the  Maloy  Agency  on  Staten  Island,  of  which 
he  became  the  executive  head. 

Having  inherited  much  of  the  elder  Maloy’s  busi¬ 
ness  acumen  Mr.  Maloy  gradually  enlarged  the  scope 
of  his  activities,  underwriting  various  forms  of  insur¬ 
ance  and  becoming  well  known  in  this  profession 
throughout  Staten  Island.  He  has  succeeded  in  de¬ 
veloping  a  substantial  clientele  among  industrial  con¬ 
cerns,  mercantile  enterprises  and  residents  of  this  bor¬ 
ough.  His  headquarters  are  located  at  No.  26  Bay 
Street,  St.  George,  and  though  the  greater  portion  of 
his  time  is  spent  in  the  service  of  this  establishment 
he  continues  to  hold  an  official  position  within  his 
father’s  firm. 

Aside  from  his  insurance  activities,  he  is  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  North  Shore  Ice  Company,  a  member 
of  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Bank  of  Manhat¬ 
tan  and  is  interested  in  the  St.  George  Building  and 
Loan  Association.  Like  his  father  he  has  lent  will¬ 
ing  support  to  public  projects,  especially  in  his  home 
district.  He  holds  membership  in  the  local  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Elks  and  the 
Staten  Island  Club,  also  the  Catholic  and  the  Drug 
and  Chemical  clubs  of  New  York.  Outdoor  sports, 
in  particular,  have  appealed  to  him  as  a  form  of 
needed  recreation,  wherein  he  finds  keen  enjoyment 
in  golf.  The  Richmond  County  Country  Club  and  the 
Fox  Hills  Country  Club  also  number  him  as  a  mem¬ 
ber. 

Mr.  Maloy  married  in  1915,  Mabel  Love,  of  West 
New  Brighton.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union:  Edward,  Robert  and  John  Maloy.  The 
Maloy  residence  is  situated  at  No.  85  Forest  Ave¬ 
nue,  Silver  Lake. 


JAMES  PATRICK  KELLY— Although  engaged 
in  practice  of  the  law  but  a  short  duration,  Mr.  Kelly 
has  shown  indications  of  success  in  his  chosen  profes¬ 
sion  as  he  did  in  business  and  in  military  life.  His 
career  has  been  an  adventuresome  one;  and  this  fact, 
complemented  by  his  genial  personality,  has  made  him 
one  of  the  popular  younger  men  of  Staten  Island,  of 
which  he  is  a  native. 

He  was  born  on  November  7,  1893,  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Miskill)  Kelly.  His 
mother,  a  native  of  County  Galway,  Ireland,  died  in 
April,  1924.  His  father,  born  in  Wexford,  Ireland, 
was  the  son  of  James  Kelly,  who  died  in  Ireland,  the 
land  of  his  birth.  James  Kelly,  the  father  of  our  Mr. 
Kelly,  came  to  the  United  States  when  he  was  a  very 
young  man  and  became  prominent  in  the  business  life 
of  Staten  Island.  As  a  boy,  James  P.  Kelly  attended 
the  local  public  schools,  later  entering  the  Augustinian 
Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1 91 1.  He  subsequently  became  a  student  at  Villa- 
nova  College,  where  he  received  an  A.  B.  degree  with 
the  class  of  1915.  While  at  college  he  acquired  a  repu¬ 
tation  as  an  athlete,  being  a  clever  pitcher  on  the  base¬ 
ball  team  and  a  player  for  three  years  on  the  ’varsity 
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football  team.  Upon  his  graduation  in  1915,  he  be¬ 
came  associated  with  his  father  in  the  contracting 
business,  and  remained  in  this  work  until  1917,  when 
the  United  States  entered  the  World  War.  He  im¬ 
mediately  enlisted  in  Company  F,  69th  Regiment, 
which  was  Federalized  as  the  165th  United  States  In¬ 
fantry,  representing  New  York  State  in  the  famous 
42d  (“Rainbow”)  Division,  composed  of  units  from 
thirty  states.  In  August,  1917,  when  the  division  was 
mobilized  at  Camp  Mills,  Mr.  Kelly,  as  a  private, 
drilled  and  worked  at  building  this  camp.  This  divi¬ 
sion,  which  arrived  in  France  in  November,  1917, 
was  one  of  the  first  complete  units  of  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  to  go  overseas  and  the  hardships 
experienced  by  these  men  were  comparable  to  those 
endured  by  General  Washington’s  troops  at  Valley 
Forge  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Suffering  fromi 
cold  and  lack  of  clothing,  they  went  into  the  trenches 
at  Luneville  in  February,  1918.  In  July  of  the  same 
year  they  went  into  action  above  Chalons,  operating 
in  conjunction  with  the  4th  French  Army.  With  this 
division,  Mr.  Kelly  served  in  all  of  the  leading  battle 
sectors  including  the  Aisne-Marne  defensive,  also  the 
Champagne,  Chateau-Thierry  and  St.  Mihiel  engage¬ 
ments.  At  this  time  he  was  invalided,  a  victim  of 
poisonous  gases  and  influenza,  and  consequently  spent 
several  months  in  the  base  hospital,  after  which  he 
rejoined  his  company  and  regiment  at  Remagen,  Ger¬ 
many,  where  they  had  become  affiliated  with  the  Army 
of  Occupation.  Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States 
he  again  took  up  his  civilian  activities,  having  received 
his  honorable  discharge  from  military  service  in  May, 
1919.  Mr.  Kelly  was  then  engaged  in  the  shipbuilding 
business  until  August  10,  1920,  when  he  became  Dep¬ 
uty  County  Clerk  of  Richmond  County,  a  position 
which  he  held  until  December  31,  1923.  While  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  county  clerk’s  office,  however,  Mr.  Kelly 
took  occasion  to  study  law  at  night,  and  in  June, 
1924,  was  graduated  from  the  Law  School  of  Ford- 
ham  University  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
He  passed  his  bar  examinations  in  March,  1925,  and 
shortly  after  began  a  general  law  practice,  which  he 
continued  until  March,  1926,  when  he  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  Francis  X.  McNamara,  with  offices  located 
at  No.  36  Richmond  Terrace,  where  he  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates  now  carry  on  a  successful  practice. 

Aside  from  his  duties,  Mr.  Kelly  is  active  in  the 
various  professional,  fraternal  and  civic  organizations 
in  the  borough  of  Richmond.  He  is  a  member  of 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks ;  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in 
which  body  he  is  identified  with  the  Assumption 
Council,  No.  1694,  and  the  Governor  Dongan  Fourth 
Degree  Assembly ;  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians, 
Division  No.  2;  Richmond  County  Post,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars;  Rainbow  Veterans  of  Staten  Island; 
Slosson  Post  of  the  American  Legion ;  and  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Club.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Bar  Association  and  the  West  Brighton 
Board  of  Trade.  At  all  times  active  in  politics,  he 
has  been  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  several 
North  Shore  political  clubs  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Richmond  County  Democratic  Committee  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  One  of  his  principal  hobbies  is  athletics 
and  as  an  active  member  of  the  Eastern  Association 
for  the  Selection  of  Football  Officials,  he  often  offici¬ 
ates  at  college,  high  school  and  professional  games 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Kelly  married,  in  January,  1921,  Mabel  Devlin, 
daughter  of  Eugene  and  Katherine  (Lilly)  Devlin, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  now  deceased.  Her  father  is 
associated  with  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of 


New  York,  and  at  the  present  time  heads  a  company 
known  as  the  E.  S.  Devlin  Food  Inspection  Company. 
He  was  a  friend  of  the  late  Alfred  McCann,  noted 
food  expert,  and  is  working  to  revolutionize  the  art 
of  cooking  by  inventing  processes  by  which  food 
may  be  steamed  instead  of  fried  and  by  which  mineral 
and  other  valuable  nutritious  elements  can  be  retained 
in  the  food.  The  marriage  ceremony  of  Mr.  Kelly 
and  Miss  Devlin  was  performed  in  the  Church  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament  on  Staten  Island.  James  Patrick 
and  Mabel  (Devlin)  Kelly  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Eugenia,  born  November  22,  1921;  and 

James,  born  January  17,  1924. 

The  Kelly  family  residence  is  situated  on  Forest 
Avenue,  where  it  has  been  located  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  Mr.  Kelly’s  father,  who  is  still  engaged  in  the 
contracting  business  on  Staten  Island,  has  five  sons  of 
whom  four  are  associated  with  him  in  business :  1. 

Thomas  A.,  who  is  sergeant  of  police  in  the  Sixty- 
eighth  Precinct  at  New  Dorp.  2.  John  V.,  a  twin 
brother  of  James  P.  Kelly.  3.  Joseph  A.  4.  Edmund. 
5.  William ;  the  last  mentioned  four  being  associated 
in  the  contracting  business  with  their  father.  There 
is  also  one  daughter,  Anna  K.,  who  was  married  to 
Maurice  G.  A.  McAloon,  who  is  president  of  the 
Staten  Island  News  Company,  Incorporated.  Patrick 
J.  Kelly,  deceased,  an  elder  brother  of  James  P.  Kelly, 
was  well  known  as  one  of  Staten  Island’s  greatest 
athletes.  His  death  occurred  September  25,  1918,  the 
first  victim  of  the  dreaded  influenza  epidemic  which 
swept  over  Staten  Island  at  that  time. 


HAROLD  CORTELYOU  SEGUINE — As  or¬ 
ganizer  of  the  firm  of  Seguine’s,  Inc.,  Prince  Bay, 
Mr.  Seguine  is  numbered  among  the  youngest  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  the  present  generation  in  the  commercial 
circles  on  Staten  Island.  He  serves  as  secretary  and 
manager  of  this  concern,  which  deals  in  coaL  has 
charge  of  the  automobile  sales  for  the  Graham  car, 
and  the  operation  of  the  Pleasant  Plains  grocery. 

Mr.  Seguine  was  born  at  Prince  Bay  in  1903,  the 
son  of  Joseph  C.  Seguine,  a  record  of  whom  appears 
in  this  work.  He  was  educated  in  Mrs.  Willman’s 
School  connected  with  Christ  Church,  Public  Schools 
Nos.  3  and  17,  Staten  Island  Academy,  Arden  Pre¬ 
paratory  School  and  Curtis  High  School.  On  March 
19,  1925,  he  engaged  in  business,  having  been  formerly 
connected  with  the  J.  B.  King  Company  for  a  year 
and  a  half.  During  his  school  da3rs,  Mr.  Seguine  was 
a  star  on  the  Curtis  Soccer  Team  and  in  1920  played 
for  the  championship  of  the  East  against  Holyoke 
College,  his  team  defeating  the  latter  with  the  score 
of  two  to  one.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amicitia  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Pleasant  Plains,  of  which  he  is  president. 
In  his  fraternal  connections  he  is  a  member  of  Hugue¬ 
not  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  His  religious  adherence 
is  given  to  St.  Mark’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Seguine  married,  September  14,  1926,  Elizabeth 
Spaulding  Wylly,  of  Darien,  Georgia.  They  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  Wylly,  and  reside 
at  No.  23  Highland  Avenue. 


JOHN  P.  WINANS — Through  the  genius  of  the 
architect  and  builder  whose  work  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  firmly  and  with  infinite  care,  fitting  memorials 
to  his  structural  achievements  survive  his  passing. 
The  beauty  and  sincerity  of  his  creative  nature  is 
shown  in  the  fashioning  of  an  edifice  that  adds  a 
measure  of  refinement  to  a  community  and  brings  a 
conscious  pride  to  its  citizens.  Such  was  the  character 
of  the  work  wrought  by  a  former  Staten  Island  archi- 
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tect,  the  late  John  P.  Winans,  who  was  a  direct  de¬ 
scendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  New  York  families. 

John  Winans,  known  as  a  lawyer  and  a  brilliant 
personage,  settled  in  Elizabethtown,  Maryland,  in 
1640.  James  and  William  Winans,  brothers,  who 
aided  in  the  settlement  of  Dutchess  County,  New 
York  State,  in  1644,  were  the  original  ancestors  of 
this  family  in  America,  and  from  the  New  York  rep¬ 
resentatives  John  P.  Winans,  our  subject,  is  in  direct 
line. 

John  P.  Winans  was  born  in  Albany  County,  New 
York.  The  very  early  part  of  his  life  was  spent  there, 
where  he  attended  school  before  removing  to  Greene 
County.  From  the  latter  place  he  came,  about  1890, 
to  Staten  Island  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Wester- 
leigh.  In  the  local  directory  of  1897  he  is  listed  as  “a 
builder  and  architect,  residing  at  Fiske  Avenue,  West¬ 
erleigh.”  Thus  Mr.  Winans’  vocation  was  that  of  an 
architect  and  one  skilled  in  his  profession.  One  of  the 
first  edifices  constructed  by  him  in  Richmond  County 
was  the  Kingsley  Memorial  Church  on  Jewett  Ave¬ 
nue,  Westerleigh,  which  still  stands  as  a  tribute  to 
his  art  and  conscientious  labor.  Before  he  left  Staten 
Island  in  1916  to  return  to  Greene  County,  New 
York,  and  reside  in  the  village  of  Greenville,  he  built 
several  other  residences  and  buildings,  all  of  which 
served  to  amplify  his  ability  at  his  chosen  calling. 

Mr.  Winans  married  Harriette  L.  Wingard,  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  the  famous  Ingalls  family  of  Lynn,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
I.  Addie  Winans,  eldest  of  the  family,  was  born  in 
Greenville,  Greene  County,  and  married  M.  C.  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  East  Durham,  New  York.  They  reside  in 
Hartsdale,  and  have  two  sons:  Harold  L.  and  Walter 
I.  Williams.  2.  Ray  Winans  was  born  December  4, 
1884,  in  Greenville,  Greene  County,  New  York.  He 
came  to  Staten  Island  with  his  parents  when  he  was 
but  six  years  of  age  and  received  much  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  old  Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute,  under 
the  tutelage  of  Professor  Strong.  Later  he  attended 
school  in  Port  Richmond,  and  following  the  consolida¬ 
tion  of  two  schools,  he  remained  at  Curtis  High  School 
to  complete  his  studies.  After  leaving  school  he  be¬ 
came  connected  with  his  father’s  architectural  and 
building  establishment  and  remained  at  this  occupa¬ 
tion  for  several  years.  Departing  from  Staten  Island 
and  taking  up  a  residence  in  Richmond  Hill,  Long 
Island,  he  became  manager  of  a  business  of  his  own  in 
that  vicinity.  Just  previous  to  his  death  he  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  Health  Department  of  New  York 
City.  His  death  occurred  October  12,  1918,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two.  The  marriage  of  Ray  Winans  took 
place  September  25,  1912,  to  Juliet  F.  Gordon,  of  New 
Brighton,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Julia  F.  (Hart) 
Gordon.  Her  father  was  of  New  York  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  her  mother  of  an  old  and  distinguished 
Staten  Island  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winans  were  the 
parents  of  one  daughter:  Eleanor  Ingalls  Winans, 
born  July  30,  1916.  3.  Scott  Winans,  third  child  of 
John  P.  and  Harriette  L.  (Wingard)  Winans,  was 
born  June  13,  1887,  and  now  resides  in  Jamaica,  Long 
Island.  He  married  Emily  O.  Willarberger,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Scott  A.  and  Marjorie. 


GUSTAV  A.  MAYER — As  a  pioneer  and  origi¬ 
nator  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  wafers,  the  late 
Gustav  A.  Mayer  rendered  invaluable  service  to  the 
baking  industry  of  the  United  States.  Being  the 
first  of  his  family  to  come  to  Staten  Island,  he 
resided  here  for  nearly  a  half  century  until  his  pass¬ 
ing  and  during  that  time  was  regarded  for  his  neigh¬ 
borly  interest  in  local  community  affairs. 


Of  German  extraction,  the  Mayer  family  was  native 
to  Weissenstein,  near  Ulm,  Germany,  where  its  mem¬ 
bers  were  recognized  as  leading  citizens  and  true 
exemplifiers  of  the  wholesome  family  life  so  char¬ 
acteristic  of  their  fellowmen.  In  this  province  lived 
John  G.  Mayer,  a  man  of  learning  and  influence. 
As  a  treasury  official  he  held  an  important  post  in 
the  German  Imperial  Government  and  his  career  was 
made  further  significant  through  a  judgeship  that  he 
filled  for  a  long  period  of  years.  The  latter  post  had 
been  tendered  him  in  recognition  of  services  rendered 
during  one  of  the  Fatherland’s  early  wars.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Anna  Marie  Horrle,  of  another  representative 
German  family  and  a  resident  of  Nattheim.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  sons:  John  G.,  Jr.;  Carl 
F.  and  Gustav  A.  Mayer,  of  this  review,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  Weissenstein. 

Gustav  A.  Mayer  was  born  November  5,  1845,  and 
acquired  his  education  in  his  native  town,  after  which 
he  prepared  himself  for  the  confectioner’s  trade.  In 
undertaking  this  work  he  went  to  Ulm  on  the  Danube 
and  Bieberich  on  the  Rhine  in  order  to  serve  his 
apprenticeship.  He  was  also  enabled  to  gain  further 
knowledge  of  his  calling  by  traveling  extensively 
through  Switzerland  and  Germany  and  continued  his 
work  of  preparation  until  reaching  the  age  of  nine¬ 
teen.  Realizing  that  the  United  States  offered  a 
splendid  opportunity  of  advancing  himself  still  fur¬ 
ther,  he  sailed  for  this  country  and  landed  in  New 
York.  Here  he  remained  twelve  years,  founded  a 
business  of  his  own,  and  obtained  a  ready  market 
for  his  confections  also  firmly  consolidating  his  gains. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  earned  the  esteem  of  leaders 
within  his  profession  in  the  city  and  was  steadily 
gaining  a  place  among  them. 

In  1870  Mr.  Mayer  removed  to  Staten  Island,  took 
up  his  residence  in  Stapleton  and  began  an  estab¬ 
lishment  similar  to  the  one  he  had  operated  in  New 
York.  His  factory  was  maintained  on  Purroy  Place, 
formerly  Elm  Street,  for  the  Staten  Island  Directory 
of  1893  mentions  him  as,  “a  manufacturer,  business 
at  Elm  and  Gordon  streets.”  He  was  the  designer 
of  molds  from  which  printed  biscuits  or  wafers  were 
fashioned.  Many  of  these  molds  are  now  used  by  the 
larger  baking  and  biscuit  firms  in  the  country,  and 
thus  Mr.  Mayer  may  properly  be  termed  the  pioneer 
in  this  immense  industry.  An  artistic  and  colorful 
advertising  price  list  and  folder  of  dessert  wafers, 
issued  at  the  time  by  him,  gives  indication  of  the 
importance  of  his  business.  It  follows  in  part :  “Our 
large  and  constantly-increasing  facilities,  with  the 
most  intimate  knowledge  of  our  business  and  the 
closest  personal  attention,  together  with  experienced 
help  and  improved  machinery,  enable  us  to  produce 
the  highest  class  of  goods.”  Among  the  wafer  molds 
invented  by  Mr.  Mayer  were  the  following :  The 
Vienna  Roll,  Cigaretta,  Carlsbad,  Ice,  Champagne, 
Fancy  Dessert  and  Virginia  Sugar.  Others  were 
known  as  Wafer  Shells,  Spoons,  Cases,  Boats,  Leaves, 
Plaisir  de  Paris  and  Vanilla  Sugar  Dessert. 

Mr.  Mayer’s  efforts  as  an  inventor  were  not  with¬ 
out  compensation  of  a  worthy  nature,  for  in  1876  he 
was  awarded  a  medal  by  the  American  Institute  of 
New  York,  a  distinctive  honor  in  itself.  Added  recog¬ 
nition  bearing  him  a  large  measure  of  material  benefit 
was,  of  course,  the  continued  success  of  his  enter¬ 
prise  and  the  appreciation  of  his  many  customers  in 
New  York  and  elsewhere,  among  whom  in  Manhat¬ 
tan  were  Sherry,  Delmonico,  Maresi  and  Marzetti, 
Park  and  Tilford,  Acker,  Merrill  and  Condit,  Pur¬ 
cell,  and  Charles  and  Company. 

It  may  be  said  that  Gustav  A.  Mayer’s  just  pride 
in  his  confectionery  establishment  was  excelled  only 
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by  his  love  for  his  family  and  his  home.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  greatly  interested  in  civic  affairs  of 
the  community  in  which  he  resided  and  was  generous 
in  support  of  civic  and  charitable  enterprises.  In 
addition  to  holding  memberships  in  associations  related 
to  his  business,  he  was  identified  with  other  societies. 
His  residence,  still  occupied  by  his  family,  in  New 
Dorp,  was  formerly  the  Davis  Homestead,  one  of  the 
well-known  dwellings  on  Staten  Island,  a  typical  old- 
fashioned  home  of  early  charm  and  simplicity.  Sur¬ 
rounding  the  house  are  spacious  grounds  beautified 
by  pines,  spruces,  yuccas,  ferns  and  plants  of  rare 
description.  Rock  gardens  serve  to  enhance  and  give 
added  color  to  the  general  landscape  and  without 
doubt  the  quiet  restfulness  of  its  environs  is  especially 
conducive  to  a  keen  enjoyment  of  home  life. _  Mr. 
Mayer  was  substantially  a  student  of  nature,  in  all 
its  phases  and  was  well  versed  in  the  more  serious 
subjects  of  life  and  events. 

Gustav  A.  Mayer  married,  October  16,  1875,  Emilie 
Becker,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Antonia  (Lange) 
Becker,  of  Rudolstadt,  Germany.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  daughters  and  two  sons,  two  of  whom 
are  living:  Adolph,  Herman,  Paula,  Helen,  Martha 
and  Emilie  A.  Mayer.  Paula  and  Emilie  A.  are  resid¬ 
ing  with  their  mother,  at  the  family  homestead,  No. 
2475  Richmond  Road,  New  Dorp. 

Gustav  A.  Mayer’s  death  occurred  June  14,  1918, 
and  his  burial  took  place  in  Moravian  Cemetery, 
near  by  the  family  residence. 

PETER  BURBANK— A  prominent  citizen  of 
Westerleigh  and  a  descendant  of  one  of  our  pioneer 
Island  families,  Mr.  Burbank  is  truly  representative 
of  the  solid  forebears  from  which  he  emanates.  He  is 
now  living  retired  after  a  long  active  career  of  about 
three  score  and  ten  years,  spent  largely  in  the  service 
of  the  old  Barrett,  Nephews  and  Company  and  in 
local  municipal  employ. 

The  Burbank  family  history  is  variously  related  in 
annals  hereabouts.  The  first  of  whom  there  is  any 
definite  information  was  one  Thomas  Burbank,  aged 
thirty,  in  the  census  of  1706,  whose  cattle  mark  was 
recorded  the  previous  year.  His  wife  was  Maritje 
Martling,  and  their  son,  John,  married  Leah  Hage- 
wout  and  had  three  sons.  Previous  to  1889  members 
of  the  family  were  buried  in  their  plot  on  Todt  Hill 
Road,  but  later  were  disinterred  and  removed  to  the 
Moravian  Cemetery.  Another  account  mentions  Anne 
Burbank,  who  married  Elias  Stillwell  in  1725*  In  the 
census  of  1790  there  were  four  male  Burbanks  and  a 
widow  bearing  the  title.  One  John  Burbank,  in  1814, 
was  a  lieutenant  of  the  militia,  and  previous  to  that  an 
Abraham  Burbank  was  supervisor  of  Castleton  in 
1794.  The  will  of  Samuel  Holmes  in  1778  includes 
among  his  grandchildren  “Abraham  Burbank  and 
Ann,  his  wife,”  to  whom  he  bequeathed  “the  west 
half  of  my  plantation  in  the  manor  of  Castleton.” 
Further,  it  is  more  directly  related  that  the  progeni¬ 
tors  were  three  brothers,  who  together  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  two  settling  in  New  England  and  one  on  Staten 
Island.  Clute,  the  historian,  states  that  they  were  of 
English  origin,  their  given  names  and  the  date  of 
their  arrival  in  this  country  unknown,  but  he  later 
refers  to  the  Burbanks  both  of  the  Four  Corners  and 
Tompkinsville.  Ira  K.  Morris  also  gave  another  ver¬ 
sion  of  early  Burbanks  (or  Burbancks),  whom  he  said 
were  of  Dutch  origin.  Nevertheless,  intensive  re¬ 
search  would  be  necessary  to  reveal  intrinsic  informa¬ 
tion,  if  at  all  possible  to  find,  of  the  direct  lineage  of 
the  present-day  Burbank  families  residing  on  Staten 
Island. 


Late  in  the  eighteenth  century  there  was  a  James 
Burbank  and  his  wife,  Nelly,  and  a  son,  Abraham, 
born  September  1,  1786,  the  more  usual  Christian 
names  in  the  family  being  those  of  Abraham,  John 
and  Peter.  The  above-mentioned  Abraham  would  ap¬ 
pear  according  to  following  dates  that  he  likely  was 
the  grandfather  of  the  present  Peter  Burbank. 

Beginning  definitely  with  Mr.  Burbank’s  grand¬ 
father,  whose  name  was  Abraham  and  born  about  that 
time,  we  now  proceed  with  the  generations  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  period.  It  is  said  that  this  Abraham  Burbank  was 
engaged  as  a  mariner  during  the  War  of  1812.  He 
married  Laney  or  Lena  (surname  unknown),  and 
they  were  substantial  persons  of  the  old  school,  being 
diligently  occupied  in  their  daily  tasks  and  devoted  to 
the  duties  of  their  home,  and  abided  in  friendship  with 
their  neighbors.  They  were  members  of  the  old  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  of  Port  Richmond,  and  are  buried 
in  the  cemetery  nearby.  Their  children  were:  Peter, 
of  further  mention;  John,  Arthur,  Helen,  Ann,  Fannie, 
and  Laney. 

Peter  Burbank,  son  of  Abraham  Burbank,  was 
born  about  1820  and  married  Maria  Decker,  also  of 
an  early  Staten  Island  family  whose  lineage  was 
Dutch.  He  followed  the  sea  before  the  mast  and  later 
became  a  sea  captain  aboard  boats  engaged  in  trade 
along  the  Atlantic  Coast.  He  maintained  his  family 
residence  on  Richmond  Avenue,  Graniteville.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  buried  in  Fountain  Cemetery,  West 
New  Brighton.  Peter  and  Maria  (Decker)  Burbank 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Lena,  who 
married  Charles  Gardner,  of  New  York;  Sarah,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Major  Richard  Sage  of  the  Fourth 
Michigan  Regiment;  Lucretia,  who  married  Anderson 
Bloomer  of  Danbury,  Connecticut;  Peter  (2),  men¬ 
tioned  more  fully  in  this  review;  Charles  D.,  a  resident 
of  Short  Hills,  New  Jersey,  who  married  Florence 
Gordon,  of  Boonton,  New  Jersey;  and  Abram,  de¬ 
ceased. 

Peter  (2)  Burbank’s  birth  occurred  May  20,  1847, 
at  the  old  family  residence  in  Graniteville,  and  his  edu¬ 
cation  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Island.  As  a  youth  of  thirteen,  he  began, 
in  i860,  an  association  with  Barrett,  Nephews  and 
Company  of  West  New  Brighton  that  endured  for 
twenty-eight  successive  years.  In  commencing  his 
work  with  this  concern,  the  oldest  dry  cleaning  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  United  States,  he  was  employed  in  a 
comparatively  humble  capacity,  but  was  steadily  pro¬ 
moted  to  positions  of  increased  responsibility.  At  the 
time  of  his  resignation  from  these  duties  in  1888,  his 
position  was  that  of  general  foreman.  Eight  years  of 
service  then,  as  superintendent,  followed  for  him  with 
the  Lewandos  Dry  Cleaning  Company,  located  in 
Watertown,  Massachusetts.  Returning  to  Staten  Is¬ 
land  he  was  called  upon  to  assume  the  position  of  as¬ 
sistant  superintendent  of  Barrett,  Nephews  and  Com¬ 
pany,  where  he  remained  for  about  one  year.  From 
that  time  until  his  retirement  late  in  1916  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Department  of  Highways,  borough  of 
Richmond.  While  in  this  latter  employment  he  became 
widely  acquainted  among  his  co-workers  and  was 
held  in  high  regard  for  his  efficient  service. 

Since  his  departure  from  that  office,  Mr.  Burbank 
has  devoted  the  larger  portion  of  his  time  to  personal 
and  realty  interests  on  Staten  Island.  He  is  affiliated 
with  societies  of  a  civic  and  social  character.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years  he  acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Order  of 
United  American  Mechanics. 

Mr.  Burbank  married,  on  November  1,  1876,  Mary 
Frances  Hawes,  daughter  of  the  late  Captain  Wash- 
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ington  and  Hannah  (Annett)  Hawes,  and  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Captain  Hawes,  one  of  the  first  to  command  a 
Hudson  River  Day  Line  boat.  Captain  Hawes,  Jr., 
followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  devoting  the  earlier 
part  of  his  life  to  a  career  at  sea.  He  was  captain  as 
well  as  owner  of  the  S.  S.  “Flora”  of  the  North 
Shore  Ferry  Company  on  Staten  Island,  and  was  an 
active  participant  in  local  civic  affairs.  He  lived  to 
an  advanced  age,  his  death  occurring  only  twenty 
years  ago.  He  and  his  wife  had  six  children:  i.  Cath¬ 
erine,  deceased,  who  married  Henry  Housmann,  now 
living  retired  in  Port  Richmond.  2.  Flora,  who  mar¬ 
ried  James  Wheeler,  of  Staten  Island,  and  they  are 
both  deceased.  3.  Maria,  now  living  in  Cranford,  New 
Jersey,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  J.  Scott,  of 
Port  Richmond,  now  deceased.  4.  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Owen  Marrin,  and  both  are  deceased.  5. 
Mary  F.,  who  became  Mrs.  Burbank.  6.  Helen  A., 
who  married  Clarence  Francis,  of  Port  Richmond. 

Peter  and  Mary  F.  (Hawes)  Burbank,  who  cele¬ 
brated  in  November  of  1930  their  fifty-fourth  wedding 
anniversary,  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Annett  Hawes  Burbank,  who  married  Walter  H. 
Riland,  a  native  of  Friedsburg,  New  Jersey,  general 
secretary  of  the  Bedford  branch  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  in  Brooklyn.  They  have  one 
son,  Kenneth.  2.  Abram  Lincoln,  a  resident  of  Mont¬ 
clair,  New  Jersey,  former  vice-president  of  the  steam¬ 
ship  company,  A.  H.  Bull  and  Company;  is  now  pres¬ 
ident  of  his  own  steamship  firm,  A.  L.  Burbank  and 
Company,  of  Manhattan.  He  married  Irene  Von 
Fleider,  of  New  York,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Ellen,  who  married  John  Simpson;  Irene,  a  student; 
Abram  L.,  Jr.,  who  married  Julia  Louise  Van  Sicklen, 
of  Cleveland,  the  granddaughter  of  D.  W.  Griffith, 
builder  of  the  Chicago  Opera  House;  and  Peter  Bur¬ 
bank,  3d.  3.  Lillian,  whose  death  occurred  on  Janu¬ 
ary  19,  1920;  she  was  the  wife  of  Fred  H.  Cook,  of 
Port  Richmond;  one  son  was  born  of  this  union,  Fred¬ 
erick  Burbank  Cook,  who  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools  and  at  Staunton  Military  Academy;  he  resides 
with  his  grandparents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Burbank’s 
family  residence  is  located  at  No.  no  Fiske  Avenue, 
Westerleigh. 


LEONARD  ALLISON  MERRILL— One  whose 
life  was  spent  entirely  on  Staten  Island  and  whose 
occupation  was  that  of  an  agriculturist  and  gardener 
in  his  native  Bloomfield  district,  was  Leonard  A. 
Merrill,  who  passed  away  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago.  Mr.  Merrill  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War 
and  in  his  business  associations  and  in  matters  of 
community  importance  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  man 
of  considerable  foresight  and  influence. 

The  Merrill  ancestors  were  among  the  pioneers  in 
the  settlement  and  development  of  this  community, 
in  fact,  they  are  listed  with  our  first  families.  Being 
of  English  ancestry  they  were  recorded  as  settlers  in 
America  and  incidentally  on  Staten  Island  as  early 
as  1675.  Their  earliest  representative  here  was  Rich¬ 
ard  Merrill,  who  is  described  as  an  intrepid,  God¬ 
fearing  man  and  former  resident  of  Warwickshire, 
England.  He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  sons : 
William,  Richard,  Thomas,  Philip  and,  probably,  John. 
Philip  Merrill  purchased  land  of  Richard  (either  his 
father  or  brother)  in  the  year  1711.  In  the  annals  of 
our  Island  one  comes  upon  the  name  of  William  Mer¬ 
rill  (or  Merrell),  a  son  of  Richard  Merrill.  The 
younger  Merrill  was  one  of  the  original  landholders 
of  Staten  Island,  being  the  possessor  of  a  land  grant 
in  1686,  and  the  owner  of  a  cattlemark  in  1694.  He 
had  two  sons,  John  and  Richard. 


As  a  rule,  the  religious  affiliations  of  the  Merrills 
were  with  the  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  though  from 
time  to  time  certain  of  their  number  appeared  on  the 
rolls  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  St.  Andrew’s  Church  in  Richmond.  The 
only  vital  records  of  the  Asbury  Church  that  can 
be  found  do  not  begin  until  the  year,  1856,  and  it 
is  a  difficult  task  to  determine  just  how  far  back 
the  records  really  existed.  Thus  authentic  testimony 
in  regard  to  early  family  birth,  marriage  and  death 
records  is  not  clearly  ascertained. 

Inscribed  in  the  birth  records  of  St.  Andrew’s  is 
the  name  of  Abraham  Merrill,  born  August  5,  1770, 
son  of  Lambert  and  Tabitha  Merrill  (or  Merrell). 
In  all  probability  the  parents  named  herein  were  the 
great-grandparents  of  Leonard  A.  Merrill.  We  have 
definite  record  of  the  marriage  of  Abraham  Merrill, 
his  grandfather,  which  occurred  on  October  3,  1790, 
and  thus  the  “Abraham  Merrill,  born  August  5,  1770,” 
was  undoubtedly  the  same  Abraham. 

Abraham  Merrill’s  wife  was  Anne  Merrill,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  Abraham  Merrill,  the 
younger,  born  on  Staten  Island  in  1794.  For  an  occu¬ 
pation,  he  followed  farming  and  in  addition  to  his 
work,  became  well  established  as  an  oyster  dealer. 

Abraham  Merrill,  the  second,  married,  on  May  1, 
1813,  Elizabeth  Lee,  of  Newburgh,  New  York,  who 
had  come  to  this  country  after  spending  the  early 
part  of  her  life  in  her  native  land,  Ireland.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Leman  and  Mary  Lee.  Abraham  Mer¬ 
rill  and  his  wife  had  the  following  eleven  children: 
John,  Joseph  C.,  who  was  educated  in  the  local  dis¬ 
trict  schools  and  like  his  father,  became  an  oyster- 
man  by  calling,  Leonard  A.,  whose  name  heads  this 
review,  Mary  E.,  Ann,  Charlotte  J.,  Rebecca  A., 
Sarah  C.,  Hannah  M.,  Abraham  W.  and  Lavinia. 

Leonard  A.  Merrill,  born  October  10,  1838,  acquired 
the  local  district  school  training  that  was  afforded 
at  the  time,  and  as  time  went  on,  he  furthered  his 
education  entirely  through  his  own  efforts.  He  was 
always  eager  to  grasp  new  teachings  and  new  busi¬ 
ness  methods,  being  a  man  of  exceptional  resourceful¬ 
ness  and  inherent  ability.  He  was  an  athletic  of  wide 
reputation  on  the  Island  and  lived  a  life  of  fine  physi¬ 
cal  fitness.  When  the  Civil  War  had  embroiled  our 
country  into  two  warring  factions,  he  was  called  for 
service  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  Bloomfield. 

His  economic  welfare  depended  upon  the  produce 
raised  on  his  farm  in  Bloomfield  and  there  his  home 
had  been  the  seat  of  the  Merrills  since  early  Colonial 
times.  On  his  land,  which  approximated  a  goodly 
acreage,  he  was  engaged  in  raising  the  various  crops 
which  are  essential  to  the  fruit  and  truck  farmer. 
He  made  a  success  of  this  business,  having  one  of 
the  best  managed  farms  in  the  vicinity. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Merrill  was  an  avowed  Democrat, 
and  in  his  religious  persuasion  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  as  had  been  various 
members  of  his  family  before  him,  as  previously 
stated. 

His  marriage  occurred  on  November  26,  i860  to 
Lydia  A.  Metz,  of  New  Springville,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  the  Rev.  Amos  H.  Belles.  She 
was  of  German  ancestry,  her  father  haying  been  a  well- 
known  physician  and  teacher.  To  this  marriage  ten 
children  were  born:  1.  Wellington  A.,  born  October 
22,  1867,  died  September  11,  1927.  2.  George  L., 
born  July  10,  1869,  died  August  7,  1915.  Most  of  his 
life  he  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  City  Board 
of  Education  and  had  been  a  supervisor  of  truant 
officers  in  both  Manhattan  and  Staten  Island.  3. 
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Elmer  C.,  born  September  28,  1871,  and  died  June 
13,  1921,  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Smith  and  had 
three  children,  Leonard,  Allison  and  Dorothy.  4. 
Lilias  A.,  was  born  December  19,  1873  and  married 
Edward  Jones  of  Mariners  Harbor.  One  child, 
Harry,  was  born  to  them.  5.  Eader  J.,  was  born 
November  15,  1875,  and  married  Anna  Mason,  of 
New  York.  6.  Alice  E.,  was  born  October  14,  1879, 
and  married  Harry  W.  Pelcher,  of  Port  Richmond, 
an  architect.  They  had  two  children.  7.  Eathielyn  A., 
born  October  3,  1881,  who  became  a  trained  nurse,  was 
married  to  the  Rev.  I.  C.  Householder,  a  Methodist 
minister  of  Ansonia,  Ohio.  He  was  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Adventist  belief  and  died  on  August  24,  1908. 
8.  Maud  L.,  was  born  July  4,  1884,  and  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Baumann  of  Port  Richmond.  9.  Foster  D.,  was 
born  August  26,  1888,  and  married  Ruth  Rosenrock 
of  Brooklyn.  They  have  five  children.  10.  Forest, 
born  August  20,  1890,  died  in  infancy. 

Leonard  Allison  Merrill  passed  away  June  5,  1906 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  His  daughter,  Mrs. 
Eathielyn  A.  Householder  resides  at  the  Merrill 
homestead,  Bloomfield. 


MICHAEL  J.  KANE,  JR. — In  the  various  phases 
of  professional  and  business  life  which  embrace  fun¬ 
damental  works  giving  impetus  to  community  prog¬ 
ress,  we  call  to  mind  the  invaluable  effort  displayed  by 
our  local  newspapers  and  the  press  in  general  during 
early  and  recent  times.  Back  of  such  strenuous  labor 
in  this  field  of  activity  the  part  played  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  and  editorial  staffs  and  by  individual  members  of 
such  institutions  in  keeping  the  public  informed  with 
past  and  current  events  is  by  no  means  an  easy  task. 
In  the  untiring  endeavor  of  such  persons  thus  occu¬ 
pied,  who  for  the  most  part  are  unheralded,  fitting 
tribute  is  due  them,  and  especially  so  when  one  worthy 
among  their  midst  has  passed  from  this  sphere  of 
activity.  In  the  recent  death  of  Michael  J.  Kane, 
Staten  Island  lost  one  of  its  widely-known  citizens 
who  for  more  than  forty  years  was  an  accounted  fig¬ 
ure  in  our  newspaper  annals  and  one  to  whom  our 
social  and  civic  welfare  was  a  vital  interest. 

Mr.  Kane  was  a  native  of  the  Island,  having  been 
born  at  Rosebank  on  October  23,  1871,  the  son  of 
Michael  J.,  Sr.,  and  Bridget  (Welsh)  Kane,  and  the 
grandson  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (O’Donnell)  Kane. 
The  family  has  been  resident  in  this  country  for  at 
least  seventy-five  years,  the  first  ones  to  have  come 
here  being  Mr.  Kane’s  grandparents.  John  Kane  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  the  fore  part  of  the  1800’s,  of  sub¬ 
stantial  Irish  ancestry.  He  married  there,  and  to  him 
and  his  wife  were  born  several  children:  Edward, 
Patrick,  Michael  J.,  of  further  mention,  John,  Charles, 
Johanna,  and  Elizabeth.  About  1850-55  they  came  to 
the  United  States  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  located  in 
Brooklyn,  where  John  Kane,  the  elder,  was  employed 
with  the  Old  Gas  Company  of  that  city  and  where 
his  children  were  reared  to  mature  age. 

The  birth  of  Michael  J.  Kane,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our 
late  Mr.  Kane,  occurred  in  1839  in  Tipperary,  Ire¬ 
land,  and  there  he  received  his  education  in  the  native 
schools.  After  coming  to  this  country  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  he  was  likewise  employed  with  the  Brooklyn 
Gas  Company  for  a  time.  About  1870  he  removed  to 
Staten  Island  with  his  wife  and  the  children  then 
born  to  them,  and  here  became  associated  with  Sam¬ 
uel  R.  Brick  in  the  original  gas  company  at  Clifton. 
He  later  became  identified  with  important  local  affairs 
of  the  time,  was  a.  justice  of  the  peace  in  Rosebank 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  also  a  justice  of  sessions, 
and  retired  to  private  life  about  1890.  He  was  a  man 


well  informed  in  lay  law  and  other  subjects,  having 
been  an  intense  reader.  He  died  March  17,  1907,  at 
his  home,  No.  41  St.  Mary’s  Avenue,  Rosebank;  the 
death  of  his  wife  having  occurred  November  15,  1909. 
By  this  marriage,  which  took  place  about  1859,  the 
following  children  were  born:  John;  William  J.; 
Elizabeth  N.,  who  resided  at  St.  George,  unmarried; 
Margaret;  Michael  J.,  Jr.,  of  this  review;  Mary  A., 
who  married  William  Kavanaugh,  of  Washington, 
D.  C.;  and  Charles  Kane.  Elizabeth  N.  and  Mary  A. 
Kane  are  the  only  surviving  children  of  these  brothers 
and  sisters. 

Michael  J.  Kane,  Jr.,  received  such  education  as  was 
afforded  in  the  local  schools  of  his  boyhood  years.  He 
seemed,  however,  at  an  early  age,  to  be  destined  for  a 
career  in  journalism,  his  first  employment  being  under 
John  Macklin,  then  recognized  as  the  dean  of  Staten 
Island  newspaper  men  and  the  publisher  of  the  “Staten 
Island  Leader.”  Succeeding  years  found  young  Kane 
acquiring  a  sound  and  thorough  training  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  his  choice,  thus  gaining  an  experience  that 
proved  its  merit  in  later  years.  Not  only  did  he  be¬ 
come  conversant  with  the  duties  embodying  the  super¬ 
vision  of  editorial,  composing  and  press  room  staffs, 
but  he  also  acquired  a  keen  insight  into  the  actual 
management  of  a  newspaper  and  its  relation  to  the 
public-at-large. 

In  the  year  1896,  when  “The  News  Letter,”  a  Staten 
Island  weekly  newspaper,  was  begun  by  Ernest  T. 
Birmingham,  the  general  management  of  this  journal 
was  placed  under  Mr.  Kane’s  guidance.  Mr.  Birming¬ 
ham  had  also  been  one  of  the  founders  of  “The  Staten 
Islander,”  in  1889,  which  he  operated  with  the  aid  of 
Leo  C.  Evans,  but  had  left  the  latter  publication  in 
order  to  found  his  own  paper. 

After  laboring  on  “The  News  Letter”  for  a  short 
time,  Mr.  Kane,  in  association  with  J.  J.  Worrell  and 
Maybury  Fleming,  purchased  and  began  anew  “The 
Staten  Islander,”  thus  issuing  a  semi-weekly  paper. 
During  the  first  few  years  of  its  existence,  Mr.  Kane 
served  as  advertising  manager,  Mr.  Fleming  as  editor 
and  Mr.  Worrell  as  reporter  on  the  paper.  It  was  in 
this  capacity  and  also  as  head  of  composing  and  actual 
printing  of  news  that  Mr.  Kane  gave  evidence  of  the 
initiative  and  energy  he  possessed,  for  he  worked  lit¬ 
erally  with  might  and  main  in  order  that  “The  Staten 
Islander”  might  develop  on  a  substantial  basis.  Later, 
Mr.  Worrell  and  he  remained  of  the  three  who  had 
formed  the  early  partnership  and  it  was  largely 
through  their  efforts  that  Staten  Island  residents  were 
provided  with  a  thoroughly  progressive,  eminently 
fair  and  well  written  paper. 

At  first  the  headquarters  of  “The  Staten  Islander” 
were  located  on  Richmond  Terrace,  St.  George,  on  the 
site  of  the  present  County  Court  House.  In  1915  the 
land  was  broken  and  the  newspaper’s  headquarters 
were  transferred  to  the  new  building,  located  at  the 
tip  end  of  Central  Avenue  and  Bay  Street,  Tompkins- 
ville.  The  motto  of  the  paper  is  inscribed  in  the 
corner-stone  of  the  building  as  follows:  “With  malice 
toward  none  and  good  will  toward  all,  the  aim  of  this 
paper  is  to  present  the  news  in  a  wholesome  and 
healthy  way;  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  commu¬ 
nity;  to  expose  sham  in  all  its  forms  and  to  continu¬ 
ously  hold  up  before  men  sound  ideals,  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  which  inspires  better  living  and  purer  thinking.” 

Probably  the  happiest  years  of  Mr.  Kane’s  career 
came  between  1915  and  1927,  when  he  was  engaged  in 
the  task  of  developing  the  modest  plant,  consolidating 
every  material  gain  and  keeping  in  constant  connec¬ 
tion  with  all  events  leading  to  the  welfare  of  the  Is¬ 
land.  It  was  during  that  period  too  that  he  formed  the 
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majority  of  his  mature  friendships  that  brought  him 
enjoyment  and  comfort. 

Mr.  Kane  eventually  purchased  the  interests  of  J.  J. 
Worrell  and  continued  to  publish  his  journal  with  ap¬ 
preciable  success.  However,  in  the  meantime,  new 
capital  had  been  brought  into  the  newspaper  to  help 
facilitate  the  growing  needs  of  the  business  and  the 
plant.  It  was  not  until  1927  that  “The  Staten  Is¬ 
lander”  was  issued  in  daily  form,  its  headquarters  then 
being  removed  to  much  larger  space,  comprising  a 
work  basement,  ground  floor  offices  and  an  upstairs 
editorial  room  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  new 
Rohde  and  Schmidt  Building,  at  Victory  Boulevard 
and  Bay  Street.  In  the  basement  new  presses  and 
other  equipment  were  installed  and  a  large  staff  was 
employed  throughout  the  departments  to  handle  the 
anticipated  circulation  of  the  paper.  It  might  be  stated 
that  it  was  against  Mr.  Kane’s  judgment  that  this 
new  undertaking  was  wrought.  The  expensive  equip¬ 
ment  that  the  modern  newspaper  requires,  especially 
such  as  presses,  linotype  machines  and  news  wire  fa¬ 
cilities,  in  addition  to  larger  executive,  reportorial  and 
editorial  forces,  levied  in  this  instance  a  heavy  bur¬ 
den  upon  this  newly-organized  daily.  Besides  this,  the 
limited  population  of  our  Island  and  the  existence  of 
another  worthy  daily  competitor,  “The  Staten  Island 
Advance”  (longer  established),  served  to  shorten  the 
life  of  “The  Staten  Islander.”  Slightly  more  than  a 
year  later  the  paper  ceased  publication  and  thus  Mr. 
Kane’s  judgment  was  well-proven  to  his  business  asso¬ 
ciates.  Subsequently,  he  entered  another  field  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  remained  thus  occupied  until  his  death. 

“The  Staten  Island  Advance,”  in  an  editorial  fol¬ 
lowing  Mr.  Kane’s  demise,  November  12,  1930,  praised 
highly  his  career  as  a  journalist.  The  editorial  as  re¬ 
corded,  follows: 

The  late  Michael  J.  Kane  leaves  a  host  of  friends  and 
acquaintances,  as  well  as  a  devoted  family,  to  mourn 
his  passing.  Mr.  Kane  was  a  pioneer  in  local  journal¬ 
ism,  beginning  in  the  days  when  a  publisher  was  also 
editor,  business  manager,  circulation  staff,  printer  and 
office  boy,  all  rolled  into  one.  One  can  scarcely  begin 
to  appreciate  the  prodigious  energy  that  men  such  as 
Mr.  Kane  expended  in  building  up  our  local  press.  A 
Republican  by  conviction,  Mr.  Kane  held  true  to  his 
political  faith,  despite  strong  threads  of  personal  friend¬ 
ship  that  kept  tugging  at  him  toward  the  opposite  polit¬ 
ical  party.  His  newspaper,  “The  Staten  Islander,” 
gave  loyal  service  to  its  readers  for  more  than  a  gen¬ 
eration.  It  succumbed  more  than  two  years  ago  to  the 
strain  of  over-expansion  when  it  left  the  semi-weekly 
field  to  assume  the  burdens  of  daily  publication.  A 
loving  husband  and  father  to  his  family,  a  boon  com¬ 
panion  to  his  thousands  of  friends,  Mr.  Kane  was  an 
inspiration  of  energy,  resourcefulness  and  civic  enter¬ 
prise  to  his  associates  and  contemporaries  in  the  local 
publishing  field. 

The  Staten  Island  “Sunday  Herald,”  on  November 
16,  1930,  also  in  an  editorial,  said  of  him: 

The  death  of  Michael  J.  Kane,  former  publisher  of 
“The  Staten  Islander,”  means  that  one  of  the  Borough’s 
foremost  figures  has  passed  on.  In  these  days,  with  his 
chief  venture  defunct  by  more  than  two  years,  the  com¬ 
parative  importance  of  Mr.  Kane  in  the  newspaper  field 
here  is  subject  to  gross  underestimates.  Mr.  Kane 
entered  upon  the  publishing  field  more  than  forty  years 
ago,  when  conditions  were  vastly  different  here.  He 
was  self-educated  and  ventured  boldly  into  the  semi¬ 
weekly  newspaper  field  here  with  an  office  on  the  court¬ 
house  site.  Mr.  Kane’s  enthusiasm  was  for  bridges. 
He  was  heartily  in  favor  of  any  and  all  links  with 
other  bodies  of  land  that  could  be  gotten  for  this  Bor¬ 
ough.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  editorially  advocate 
the  bridge  building  program  which  was  to  take  form 
under  the  Port  Authority.  Almost  ten  years  ago  Mr. 
Kane  came  forward  with  a  proposal  for  a  bridge  at  the 
Narrows. 

In  everything  he  did,  the  departed  publisher  was 
whole-heartedly  for  Staten  Island.  He  was  a  native  of 


Rosebank  and  he  loved  the  Borough.  Of  all  the  things 
he  boosted,  only  some  were  accomplished  and,  while 
many  names  are  linked  up  with  the  bridges,  and  justly, 
to  many  they  will  be  a  monument  to  Michael  J.  Kane, 
who  was  once  a  voice  crying  for  them  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness.  The  “Herald”  extends  its  condolences  to  the  be¬ 
reaved  Mrs.  Kane  and  the  family.  Their  loss  is  shared 
by  the  entire  Island,  which  must  feel  deeply  the  passing 
of  one  of  its  most  public-spirited  citizens. 

The  co-authors  of  this  history,  Messrs.  Leng  and 
Davis,  knew  Mr.  Kane  well  and  esteemed  him  as  a 
friend  whose  memory  will  long  be  cherished.  Frequent 
were  their  meetings  and  Mr.  Kane’s  visits  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Museum  at  St.  George  of  which  he  was  an  ardent 
enthusiast.  During  his  newspaper  career  with  “The 
Staten  Islander”  he  made  a  special  effort  to  have 
articles  of  importance  written  and  published,  thus  ex¬ 
hibiting  local  values  to  a  critical  reading  public.  As 
early  as  June  5,  1900,  his  paper  printed  an  index  of 
illustrations,  biographical  and  family  notices  and  items 
of  history,  all  of  literary  merit,  which  had  been  pub¬ 
lished  up  to  that  time.  Mr.  Kane  was  successful  in 
attracting  talented  persons  as  contributors  to  his 
paper.  At  a  more  recent  date,  on  December  20,  1919, 
there  appeared  in  the  paper  an  excellent  example  of 
composition,  printing  and  illustration  under  the  cap¬ 
tion  “The  Public  Museum  of  the  Staten  Island  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Its  History,  Principal  Ex¬ 
hibits,  Lectures  and  Other  Activities.”  This  is  valued 
as  a  rare  piece  of  newspaper  art  at  the  Public 
Museum. 

In  his  civic  enterprise  not  only  was  he  an  advocate 
of  bridges  and  tunnels  across  the  Kills  and  Narrows 
for  a  score  of  years  past,  but  he  voiced  his  opinion  for 
the  electrification  of  local  railways  and  needed  sub¬ 
ways.  Plans  for  the  Narrows  tunnel  were  discussed 
by  him  with  other  men  of  standing  in  the  community. 
These  plans  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Edward  C. 
Bridgman,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Kane  was  a  member  of  various  organizations, 
including  the  ancient  and  famous  Veteran  Corps  of 
Artillery.  With  Edward  Thompson,  he  originated 
years  ago  the  Staten  Island  Riding  and  Driving  Club, 
of  which  he  was  secretary;  he  was  an  honorary  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  first  vice- 
president  of  the  local  Lions  Club;  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  a  charter  member  of  Richmond 
Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  held  a 
Fourth  Degree.  Political  interests  also  claimed  much 
of  his  attention.  He  was  a  staunch  Republican  and 
was  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  When  William 
H.  Taft,  then  ex-President  of  the  United  States, 
came  here  to  address  the  Young  Men’s  Club  of  St. 
John’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Clifton,  Mr.  Kane  was 
honored  by  the  appointment  as  his  escort  from  New 
Jersey  to  Staten  Island.  Later,  Mr.  Taft  sent  Mr. 
Kane  a  token  of  respect  in  the  form  of  a  letter  and 
autographed  picture,  which  are  now  much  treasured 
by  the  Kanes.  For  a  number  of  years  he  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  have  resided  in  a  fine  residence  at  Four  Corners 
Road,  Dongan  Hills. 

Michael  J.  Kane  was  married,  on  February  20, 
1895,  with  Isabelle  Harloe,  a  native  of  Stapleton,  and 
the  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Ellen  (Garrett)  Harloe. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kane  became  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  1.  Garrett,  deceased.  2.  Helen,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Richard  J.  Walsh  of  Deere  Park.  3.  Walter 
Price.  4.  Isabel  Harloe.  5.  Paul  Richard. 

Funeral  services  following  Mr.  Kane’s  death  were 
held  at  St.  Anne’s  Church  in  Dongan  Hills,  his  burial 
having  taken  place  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery,  West  New 
Brighton. 
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JOHN  S.  JAKUBOWSKI  — In  his  attachment  to 
the  country  of  his  adoption,  Mr.  Jakubowski  has  given 
distinct  evidence  of  his  loyalty  as  a  citizen  and  has 
ably  supported  movements  of  an  important  public 
character.  His  interests  on  Staten  Island  comprised 
a  lengthy  and  loyal  association  with  the  United  States 
Gypsum  Company  and  affiliations  with  societies 
founded  for  the  welfare  of  persons  of  Polish  na¬ 
tionality.  In  addition  to  such  endeavors  he  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Polish  Savings  and  Loan  Association, 
which  institution  has  been  an  incentive  to  his  fellow- 
men  as  a  means  of  thrift,  home  building  and  more 
worthy  citizenship. 

Mr.  Jakubowski  was  born  in  Wloslavek,  Warsaw, 
Poland,  May  6,  1870,  the  son  of  Francis  and  Anas- 
tatia  (Starzymoska)  Jakubowski.  He  was  the  fifth 
of  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased,  except  one  brother  Paul,  who  is  living  in 
Poland.  After  a  sound  education  in  his  native  land, 
he  became  employed  as  a  miller,  at  which  trade  he 
worked  for  several  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  however,  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
New  World  and  thus  set  sail  alone  for  America, 
arriving  here  on  July  12,  1893.  Coming  immediately 
to  Staten  Island,  he  took  an  humble  position  with 
the  J.  B.  King  Plaster  Mills.  He  at  once  applied 
himself  to  his  duties  and  after  five  years  had  passed, 
was  made  assistant  foreman,  and  later,  in  1900,  was 
appointed  foreman.  In  1924  the  King  interests  were 
absorbed  by  the  United  States  Gypsum  Company  and 
Mr.  Jakubowski  was  retained  by  the  new  manage¬ 
ment.  He  is  now  in  charge  of  Building  No.  2  of 
the  Calcining  Department,  a  position  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  A  great  deal  can  be  said  regarding 
Mr.  Jakubowski’s  associations  with  this  vast  indus¬ 
try,  but  it  suffices  to  note  that  on  February  8,  1927, 
he  was  guest  of  honor  at  a  banquet  of  the  company’s 
employees,  at  which  time  he  was  commended  by 
officials  of  the  concern  for  his  efficiency  and  loyalty 
during  his  many  long  years  of  service. 

Aside  from  the  duties  required  by  his  position  at 
the  Gypsum  company,  Mr.  Jakubowski  has  also  taken 
part  in  the  financial  development  of  our  Island  as 
president  since  1915,  and  director  since  1913,  of  the 
Polish  Savings  and  Loan  Association.  An  ardent 
worker  in  behalf  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  he  is 
also  affiliated  with  several  local  clubs  and  societies. 
He  is  a  trustee  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Thaddeus  Kosciusko  Society,  Branch  No.  510;  is  a 
member  and  former  trustee  of  the  Polish-American 
Citizens’  Club  and  the  Polish  Mechanics’  Society  and 
a  member  of  the  Polish  National  Alliance.  In  1910 
he  was  a  delegate  to  Washington,  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  at  the  unveiling  of  a  monument  to  Kosciusko, 
the  great  Polish  patriot  and  on  several  occasions  the 
Polish  National  Alliance  has  presented  him  with 
tokens  in  appreciation  of  his  services.  In  his  reli¬ 
gious  adherence,  he  is  an  attendant  and  a  trustee 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Stanislaus 
Kostki  and  also  holds  a  similar  office  in  the  St.  Stanis¬ 
laus  Kostki  Society.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
associated  with  the  Polish  Government  War  Loan 
Committee  of  New  Brighton,  an  organization  which 
helped  considerably  in  the  successive  Liberty  Loan 
campaigns. 

On  May  31,  1903,  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
Jakubowski  married  Victoria  S.  Stawski  of  that  city, 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Cunegunda  (Albert) 
Stawski,  the  latter  who  died  in  1921.  To  this  union 
four  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born :  Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Edward  Lewandowski,  of  New  Brighton; 
Eugene,  Beatrice,  Helen,  Francis,  Victor  and  Leonora. 


All  are  living  with  their  parents  with  the  exception 
of  Helen,  who  died  in  1915  at  the  age  of  six  years. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Jakubowski,  a  veteran  of  the 
Polish  Revolution  of  1863  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Polish  Army  Association,  came  to  America  about 
1870.  For  nearly  thirty  years  until  his  death  in  1907, 
he  was  associated  with  the  Blanchard  Brothers  Tan¬ 
nery  in  Newark. 

Mrs.  Jakubowski  has  also  been  most  active  in  reli¬ 
gious  and  civic  affairs.  During  the  World  War  she 
participated  in  census  taking  for  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York  and  also  contributed  much  of  her 
time  and  efforts  to  the  American  Red  Cross  and 
other  worthy  patriotic  organizations.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jakubowski  are  well  known  linguists,  the  for¬ 
mer  a  fluent  reader  of  German,  Polish  and  Rus¬ 
sian,  and  the  latter  an  accomplished  German  trans¬ 
lator. 


THOMAS  R.  BAKER — As  an  early  supervisor  of 
commercial  school  subjects  and  the  founder  of  the 
present-day  institution  which  bears  his  name,  the  late 
Thomas  R.  Baker  took  an  interest  in  local  education 
which  had  served  to  bring  him  well  merited  respect. 
He  was  also  well  known  as  a  veteran  court  stenog¬ 
rapher,  having  been  long  associated  with  legal  pro¬ 
cedure  in  Richmond  County. 

Mr.  Baker  was  descended  from  English  ancestors 
who  lived  in  that  country  for  generations.  James 
Baker,  his  father,  was  a  choir  leader  for  many  years 
and  talented  in  different  arts.  He  married  Lenore 
Swayne-Stone,  a  native  of  Essex  and  of  another  old 
English  family.  They  spent  their  lives  in  their  native 
country. 

Thomas  R.  Baker’s  birth  occurred  in  1868  in  Lon¬ 
don,  England,  and  after  obtaining  a  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation,  he  entered  Oxford  University.  At  this  famous 
institution  he  pursued  a  regular  academic  course, 
though  he  specialized  in  Latin.  In  1890,  about  a  year 
following  his  marriage,  he  decided  to  voyage  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  where  he  felt  opportunity  for  economic  advance¬ 
ment  awaited  him.  After  arriving  in  New  York,  he 
left  for  Connecticut  and  located  in  Bridgeport  and 
there  became  identified  with  an  industrial  firm.  His 
stay  in  this  city  was  short,  for  in  the  same  year  he 
came  to  Staten  Island  and  began  an  association  with 
the  C.  W.  Hunt  Company,  his  post  being  that  of 
private  secretary  to  Mr.  Hunt. 

It  was  while  thus  employed  that  Mr.  Baker  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  of  organizing  a  secretarial  and  com¬ 
mercial  school,  for  his  own  training  had  been  an  in¬ 
tensive  one,  well  suited  to  instruct  beginners  in 
courses  of  stenography  and  bookkeeping.  Thus  he 
founded  the  Baker  Business  School  at  New  Brighton, 
the  very  establishment  that  now  bears  this  designa¬ 
tion.  The  school  was  successful  from  its  very  incep¬ 
tion,  and  thus,  as  time  went  on,  he  removed  its  head¬ 
quarters  to  the  Crabtree  Building  on  the  Shore  Road, 
now  Richmond  Terrace.  In  the  “Directory”  of  1893, 
he  is  listed  as  a  stenographer,  with  residence  at  Cary 
Avenue,  near  Caroline  Street,  West  New  Brighton. 
In  the  “Directory”  of  1897  he  is  mentioned  as  a  teacher 
of  stenography,  iiving  at  No.  28  Wright  Street,  Sta¬ 
pleton.  Later,  he  transferred  his  school,  in  order  to 
secure  more  commodious  headquarters. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Baker  had  resigned  his  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  C.  W.  Hunt  Company  and  he  became  a 
grand  jury  stenographer,  under  the  late  Edward  S. 
Rawson,  then  district  attorney  of  Richmond  County. 
These  duties,  though  entailing  considerable  work,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  prevent  him  from  keeping  up  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  his  business  school,  which  was  gaining  in 
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success  as  time  passed.  He  continued  as  a  court  ste¬ 
nographer  under  the  three  district  attorneys  who  fol¬ 
lowed  Mr.  Rawson.  In  May,  19x4,  when  the  position 
became  a  salaried  one,  requiring  the  devotion  of  all  his 
attention  and  energies,  he  placed  the  management  of 
his  school  in  the  care  of  his  son,  George  S.  Baker. 
By  this  time  the  institution  had  become  acknowledged 
among  the  leaders  of  its  kind  in  the  borough,  thus  not 
only  testifying  to  the  ability  of  Mr.  Baker  as  an  in¬ 
structor,  but  as  a  capable  administrator. 

At  present,  the  Baker  Business  School  is  situated 
at  No.  176  Canal  Street,  Stapleton,  in  a  modern  brick 
building,  which  provides  adequate  space  and  proper 
class  room  facilities.  Here  a  complete  commercial 
education,  embracing  the  study  of  stenography,  type¬ 
writing,  bookkeeping  and  business  administration,  is 
afforded  under  competent  tutelage.  Although  virtually 
retired  in  later  years  from  active  participation  in  the 
management  of  his  school,  Mr.  Baker  acted  in  an 
advisory  capacity  until  his  passing  in  1930.  He  was 
considered  an  able  and  expert  stenographer  on  the 
Island  and  was  occasionally  called  upon  as  a  general 
stenographer  in  Surrogate  Court.  Trials  of  more  than 
ordinary  importance,  pertaining  both  to  civil  and 
criminal  procedure,  were  reported  by  him. 

Mr.  Baker  evinced  an  interest  in  civic  and  other 
affairs  on  Staten  Island.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  a  charter  member  of  the  Sons  of  St.  George,  but 
of  late  years  had  withdrawn  from  fraternal  societies. 

Thomas  R.  Baker  married,  on  January  3,  1889, 
Elizabeth  Gorton,  of  Buckinghamshire,  England,  the 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  Gorton.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baker  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Mae, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  William  H.  Freese  of  Tompkins- 
ville.  2.  Robert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
3.  George  Stafford  who  conducts  his  late  father’s 
school,  and  is  identified  in  the  business  and  civic  life 
of  this  community,  being  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce;  he  married  Marie 
Etgen,  of  Staten  Island.  4.  Thomas  E.,  who  is  a 
prominent  local  builder  and  realty  operator;  he  mar¬ 
ried  Elaine  Rasmussen,  also  of  a  local  family.  The  late 
Thomas  R.  Baker  resided  at  No.  16  Sanford  Place, 
West  New  Brighton. 


JAMES  MARTIN  JOHNSEN  — As  head  of  the 
Staten  Island  Flooring  Company,  one  of  the  three 
establishments  engaging  in  such  business  in  this  bor¬ 
ough,  Mr.  Johnsen,  as  a  pioneer  in  such  work,  has 
accumulated  an  experience  of  more  than  a  quarter- 
century  standing.  In  other  activities  throughout  the 
community,  notably  those  of  a  civic,  patriotic  and  fra¬ 
ternal  character,  his  influence  has  been  exerted. 

The  district  about  Larvik,  Norway,  was  for  long 
years  the  residing  place  of  the  Johnsens,  members  of 
the  family  having  followed  occupations  of  an  agri¬ 
cultural  sort.  The  first  of  whom  there  is  definite  men¬ 
tion  was  Hans  Olsen  Bergene  Johnsen,  grandfather 
of  Mr.  Johnsen.  Having  been  raised  and  educated  in 
his  native  Larvik,  he  followed  farming  as  a  calling, 
took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  community  affairs, 
and  above  all,  was  keenly  devoted  to  his  home  and 
family.  He  married  Marie  Hansen,  also  of  a  family 
of  old  Norwegian  lineage,  resident  in  the  same  section 
of  the  country,  and  they  had  two  sons:  Ole  Bernhard, 
of  further  mention;  and  Richard,  now  deceased. 

Like  his  father,  Ole  Bernhard  Johnsen  received  his 
schooling  in  his  native  town.  He  married  Olefine 
Olsen  Bergen,  of  the  same  neighborhood,  and  there 
took  up  life  as  a  farmer.  Becoming  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  family  farm,  he  was  enabled  to 


make  a  comfortable  living,  though  hoping  some  day 
to  advance  more  rapidly  in  another  form  of  endeavor. 
Accepting  the  advice  of  friends,  who  informed  him  of 
more  likely  opportunities  for  economic  progress  across 
the  Atlantic,  he  sailed  to  America,  together  with  his 
wife  and  sons,  in  1896.  After  arriving  in  New  York 
the  family  crossed  to  Brooklyn,  where  Mr.  Johnsen 
engaged  in  marine  and  industrial  work,  winning  pro¬ 
motions  during  the  following  years  that  were  largely 
the  outgrowth  of  the  resourcefulness  and  integrity 
that  he  displayed.  At  length,  he  became  associated 
with  the  Brooklyn  Iron  Foundry  and  now  holds  an 
important  post  with  this  concern.  The  same  prin¬ 
ciples  underlying  his  occupational  life  may  be  said  to 
have  supported  his  activities  as  a  citizen  and  at  the 
same  time  to  have  lent  assurance  and  comfort  to  his 
family  life. 

Ole  Bernhard  and  Olefine  Olsen  (Bergen)  Johnsen 
became  the  parents  of  two  sons:  James  Martin,  of 
further  mention,  and  John  Olaf,  who  also  lives  on 
Staten  Island. 

James  Martin  Johnsen’s  birth  occurred  in  Larvik, 
Norway,  on  October  1,  1892,  and  he  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  parents  only  four  years  later. 
The  family  residence  having  been  established  in 
Brooklyn,  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  bor¬ 
ough.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  in  a  firm  manufacturing  parquet  flooring,  prin¬ 
cipally  for  theaters,  show  rooms  and  other  business 
places.  After  remaining  in  Brooklyn  for  ten  years  and 
obtaining  valuable  experience  in  this  industry,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Staten  Island  in  1916,  founded  a  business  of 
his  own  and  took  residence  in  West  New  Brighton. 
Well-earned  success  attended  his  venture  in  this  bor¬ 
ough,  his  establishment  undergoing  a  steady  develop¬ 
ment  that  ultimately  placed  him  among  the  leaders  in 
this  line  of  endeavor  throughout  the  county.  Though 
he  had  at  first  required  the  services  of  but  a  few 
assistants,  he  now  employs,  normally,  a  force  of  about 
fifteen  employees,  and  contracts  both  for  the  supplying 
and  laying  of  parquet  floors  in  every  section  of  the 
Island  and  within  other  parts  of  New  York  State  and 
nearby  New  Jersey.  His  first  office  and  shop,  at  No. 
12  James  Street,  West  New  Brighton,  were  sufficient 
for  his  early  trade,  but  due  to  the  gradual  expansion 
of  the  business,  new  headquarters  were  acquired  at 
No.  18  James  Street,  where  the  concern  is  now  located. 

This  establishment,  now  known  as  the  Staten  Island 
Flooring  Company,  also  deals  in  oak  and  pine  flooring 
and  in  floors  made  of  cork,  rubber  and  composition 
material.  Another  work  which  of  late  has  gained 
considerable  importance  is  electric  machine  scraping, 
which  has  also  been  undertaken  by  the  company.  Mr. 
Johnsen’s  services  and  those  of  his  assistants  are  in 
wide  demand  by  local  architects  and  builders,  engaged 
in  the  erection  of  some  of  Staten  Island  s  leading 
homes  and  office  buildings. 

Though  the  management  of  this  business  requires 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention,  Mr.  Johnsen 
is  active  in  affairs  of  a  public,  fraternal  and  religious 
nature.  During  the  World  War  he  was  a  member  of 
several  local  boards  and  committees  organized  to 
further  relief  work;  was  engaged  in  Liberty  Loan 
campaigns  and  aided  all  other  forms  of  patriotic  serv¬ 
ice.  At  present,  through  his  association  with  civic  or¬ 
ganizations  and  in  supporting  charitable  institutions 
he  is  most  active.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  is  connected  with  societies  within  his 
calling  and  is  affiliated  with  the  following  fraternal 
bodies:  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Em- 
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pire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  the  Tall  Cedars 
of  Lebanon;  and  with  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  his  religious  association,  Mr.  Johnsen  is  united 
with  Trinity  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Men’s  Bible  Class.  In  church  affairs  he  has  served  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  entertainment,  and  is  a 
Past  General  of  the  White  Army;  in  the  work  of  the 
Bible  Class,  he  has  been  identified  with  its  member¬ 
ship  drive  committee.  For  recreation  he  is  a  con¬ 
firmed  devotee  of  three  sports,  namely  golf,  fishing 
and  bowling.  Each  summer  and  fall  he  indulges  in 
golf  and  fishing,  and  in  the  winter  months  is  often 
seen  on  local  alleys.  During  his  school  days  he  was  a 
well-known  athlete,  engaging  principally  in  out-of- 
door  sports,  for  the  most  part. 

James  M.  Johnsen’s  marriage  came  on  December  6, 
1913,  to  Olene  Christine  Thompson,  of  Stapleton, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Marie  (Johansen)  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  that  community.  Mrs.  Johnsen  is  one  of  a 
family  of  four,  having  a  sister  and  two  brothers  re¬ 
siding  on  Staten  Island.  They  are:  Lillian,  now  Mrs. 
Louis  Meyer,  of  Tompkinsville;  John,  who  married 
Mae  Degnan,  of  New  Jersey,  and  lives  in  West  New 
Brighton;  and  Charles,  who  married  Anna  Hustead, 
and  also  lives  in  West  New  Brighton. 

Mrs.  Johnsen,  who  like  her  husband,  takes  an  inter¬ 
est  in  church  affairs,  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies’  Aid 
Society  of  Trinity  Church.  She  is  active  in  social  af¬ 
fairs,  and  is  affiliated  with  Tompkins  Chapter,  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  Court  of  Amaranth  and  the 
White  Shrine  of  Jerusalem.  She  is  devoted  to  music 
and  golf,  and  like  other  members  of  the  family  is  a 
lover  of  flowers  and  out-of-door  life. 

James  Martin  and  Olene  Christine  (Thompson) 
Johnsen  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Mildred 
Marie,  the  elder,  born  at  the  earlier  James  Street 
homestead,  was  graduated  from  Public  School  No.  30, 
Westerleigh,  on  January  25,  1928.  She  is  a  gifted 
pianist,  and  has  studied  under  Miss  Wildermann,  of 
the  Wildermann  Institute,  St.  George.  The  other  is 
Evelyn  Muriel,  born  January  6,  1917;  she  is  a  student 
at  Public  School  No.  19,  West  New  Brighton. 


DR.  EDWARD  HARRY  ABERLIN,  D.  D.  S. 

— A  resident  of  Staten  Island  since  1906,  Dr.  Aberlin 
was  brought  here  by  his  parents  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Columbia  University 
Dental  School,  and  since  March,  1927,  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  practice  as  a  dental  surgeon,  with  offices 
at  No.  149  Charles  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

Dr.  Edward  H.  Aberlin  was  born  in  Mohilev, 
Russia,  May  10,  1903,  the  son  of  Harry  and  Rachel 
(Mirkin)  Aberlin,  both  natives  of  that  country.  His 
father  passed  away  in  1929  but  his  mother  survives. 
Dr.  Aberlin’s  brother  Isadore,  who  has  completed  a 
course  in  accounting  at  New  York  University,  is 
presently  studying  law  at  the  same  institution.  After 
their  arrival  in  this  country,  his  parents  established 
their  home  on  Staten  Island.  Dr.  Aberlin’s  early  edu¬ 
cation  was  received  in  Public  School  No.  20,  from 
which  he  was  graduated,  and  in  Curtis  High  School, 
where  also,  he  was  graduated  in  February,  1921. 
From  February,  1921,  to  June  1922,  he  attended  the 
College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  then,  in 
September,  1922,  entered  Columbia  Dental  School, 
where  he  completed  his  course  in  June,  1926,  receiv¬ 
ing  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  He  then 
became  associated  with  Dr.  S.  G.  Michlin,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  members  in  his  profession,  at 
No.  35  Park  Avenue,  New  York  City,  with  whom 
he  was  associated  in  dental  work  from  July,  1926, 


until  March,  1927.  On  the  fourteenth  of  March  of 
that  year  he  began  a  practice  for  himself  on  Staten 
Island.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Dental  Society,  the  Second  District  Dental  Society, 
the  New  York  State  Dental  Society  and  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Dental  Association.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  visiting  staff  of  Lenox  Hill  Hospital  Clinic,  New 
York,  and  is  well  known  among  his  professional  asso¬ 
ciates.  In  other  organizations  he  is  identified  with 
Alpha  Omega,  college  fraternity,  the  Alumni  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Columbia  University,  and  Lodge  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 


JOHN  FOX  KAVANAGH  — Born:  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1890.  Parents:  Irish-English.  Resi¬ 
dence:  216  Slosson  Avenue,  Castleton  Hill.  Occupa¬ 
tion:  Lawyer — Asst.  U.  S.  Attorney  since  1925.  Pres¬ 
ident,  Southboro  Realty  Corporation.  Education: 
Fordham  University,  LL.  B.,  1917.  War  Service: 
Private,  Troop  C,  1st  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  N.  G.  N.  Y., 
1917.  Cadet,  U.  S.  Aviation  (Balloon  Section)  Fort 
Omaha;  Neb.,  1917.  Sergeant-Major,  U.  S.  Intel¬ 
ligence  Section,  4th  Army  Corps,  A.  E.  F.,  and 
Army  of  Occupation,  Germany,  1918  to  June,  1919. 
Political  Activities:  Republican  candidate,  Member 
of  Assembly,  Brooklyn,  1923.  Republican  candidate, 
Member  of  Assembly,  Richmond,  1928.  Republican 
candidate,  County  Clerk,  Richmond  County,  1929, 
receiving  some  16,000  votes  to  opponents  26,000  odd 
votes.  Member,  Republican  County  Committee.  De¬ 
legate  Republican  State  Convention,  1930.  Active  in 
Republican  District  clubs.  Societies  and  Clubs: 
American  Legion,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  Al- 
tair  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  Tyrian  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. 
Federal  Square  Club.  Federal  Bar  Association,  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Bar  Association,  Princes  Bay  Yacht 
Club,  Nautilus  Rowing  Club.  Unitarian  Layman’s 
League.  Marital  Status:  Widower.  One  child,  Jessie, 
born  Feb.  8,  1915,  graduate  of  Port  Richmond  High 
bchool,  class  of  1930. 


GEORGE  KELLER — For  more  than  three  dec¬ 
ades  represented  in  mercantile  circles  both  in  Mariners 
Harbor  and  in  West  New  Brighton,  the  late  George 
Keller  was  highly  regarded  as  a  citizen  whose  close 
attachment  to  his  family,  home  and  the  community 
about  him  was  long  sustained.  At  the  time  of  his  de¬ 
mise,  in  1931,  Mr.  Keller  was  in  his  seventy-third 
year. 

The  Keller  family  is  of  German  descent,  native  to 
Frankfort-on-the-Main,  Germany.  Mr.  Keller’s  father, 
George  F.  Keller,  the  progenitor  of  the  family,  resided 
in  Manhattan,  where  he  was  widely  known  as  a 
wholesale  meat  packer,  with  headquarters  at  Sixteenth 
Street  and  Ninth  Avenue.  From  this  location  he 
shipped  products  not  only  to  cities  throughout  the 
United  States  but  to  various  European  points.  His 
wife,  Amelia  P.  Schepp,  was  also  of  a  family  of  Ger¬ 
man  origin,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Frederick,  Margaret,  George,  of  further  mention,  and 
Suzan,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  George  F.  and 
Amelia  P.  (Schepp)  Keller  are  buried  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  in  the  Bronx,  New  York. 

George  Keller,  their  son,  was  born  in  Manhattan, 
April  18,  1858,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
At  a  comparatively  early  age  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  latter’s  business  and  was  thus 
able  to  derive  a  sound  and  workable  knowledge  of  the 
meat-packing  industry.  A  few  years  after  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  removed  to  Staten  Island,  taking  up  residence 
in  Mariners  Harbor  and  at  the  same  time  founding  a 
butcher  shop  there.  From  its  very  inception  the  estab- 
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lishment  proved  successful.  Mr.  Keller  enlarged  his 
shop  gradually  and  extended  his  trade  to  other  sec¬ 
tions  outside  of  Mariners  Harbor. 

The  passing  years  were  marked  not  only  by  a 
well-merited  advancement  of  Mr.  Keller’s  business  in¬ 
terests  but  by  his  participation  in  community  and 
church  affairs  in  Mariners  Harbor.  In  the  days  of 
volunteer  fire  companies  he  joined  the  Aquehonga 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company  and  was  active  in  its 
support  for  a  fifteen  year  period.  His  association  with 
All  Saints’  Church  of  Mariners  Harbor  was  one  char¬ 
acterized  by  whole-hearted  devotion  and  assistance. 
Neither  fraternal  nor  political  affiliations  held  any 
particular  attraction  for  him. 

After  having  been  actively  engaged  in  business  for 
more  than  twenty-five  years  in  Mariners  Harbor,  Mr. 
Keller  announced  his  retirement  and  settled  down  to  a 
quiet  life  at  home.  Shortly  afterward,  however,  in 
February  of  1925  to  be  exact,  he  established  a  new 
butcher  shop,  this  time  at  No.  734  Delafield  Avenue, 
West  New  Brighton,  and  included  his  son,  Fred  Kel¬ 
ler,  in  partnership.  Here  he  continued  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  but  his  son,  Fred,  is  the  successor  in  the 
business. 

George  Keller’s  marriage  had  taken  place  on  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1879,  in  New  York  City,  to  Suzan  Horn- 
ung,  born  March  29,  1858,  the  only  child  of  Casper 
and  Margaret  (Dantzer)  Hornung.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hornung,  who  were  of  German  descent  and 
bearing,  came  originally  from  the  small  town  of  Asch- 
afenburg,  near  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  Germany.  For 
the  greater  portion  of  his  career,  Casper  Hornung 
was  identified  with  the  international  banking  house  of 
Rothschild,  Ltd.,  one  of  the  largest  private  institutions 
of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Mr.  Hornung’s  death  came 
when  his  daughter  was  but  four  years  of  age,  his 
widow  surviving  him  until  1884. 

George  and  Suzan  (Hornung)  Keller  celebrated 
their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  on  September  30, 
1929,  their  many  friends  and  relatives  paying  them  due 
tribute  on  such  a  happy  occasion.  Both  were  mani¬ 
festly  home  loving  folk,  whose  devotion  to  their  sev¬ 
eral  children  and  whose  solicitude  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  their  community  was  substantial  and  sustain¬ 
ing.  Their  children  were  seven  in  number,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  four  living  are:  1.  Suzan 
M.,  born  in  Manhattan;  she  married  Henry  Scheerer, 
of  Brooklyn,  and  they  have  a  son,  Paul.  2.  Florence 
G.,  also  born  in  Manhattan;  she  became  the  wife  of 
George  L.  Reeder,  of  Port  Richmond,  and  by  this 
marriage  there  is  a  son,  George  L.,  Jr.,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Florence  L.  3.  Fred,  born  in  Staten  Island;  he 
married  Emily  Sinn,  of  Mariners  Harbor,  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Loretta.  It  is  through  Mr.  Keller’s 
interest  and  courtesy  that  this  review  and  the  accom¬ 
panying  portrait  is  inserted  in  this  work.  4.  Margaret 
L.,  born  on  Staten  Island;  she  is  the  wife  of  Sylvester 
Lynch  of  Brooklyn,  and  their  children  are  George  L. 
and  Anne  C. 

George  Keller,  the  elder,  passed  away  February  27, 
1931,  at  his  home  at  No.  386  Union  Avenue,  Mariners 
Harbor,  after  a  year’s  illness.  Funeral  services  were 
held  from  All  Saints’  Church,  Mariners  Harbor,  with 
the  Rev.  G.  F.  Burrell  conducting.  He  was  assisted  by 
the  Rev.  Albert  Ohse,  former  rector,  who  during  his 
pastorate  there  was  a  close  friend  of  the  Keller  family. 
Burial  followed  in  Valhalla  Cemetery. 


JACOB  F.  KETTNER,  JR.— In  exemplifying  a 
type  of  citizenship  that  has  long  served  as  a  stimulus 
to  the  advancement  of  a  community,  the  late  Jacob 
F.  Kettner,  Jr.,  of  Stapleton,  was  of  a  family  that 
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has  known  Staten  Island  as  its  home  for  the  better 
part  of  a  century.  Mr.  Kettner  was  the  owner  and 
manager  of  one  of  the  island’s  leading  hostelries, 
located  for  a  long  period  on  Richmond  Turnpike. 

The  family  of  Kettner  is  of  old  German  lineage, 
having  been  represented  for  long  years  in  that  coun¬ 
try  and  having  been  active  in  many  phases  of  civil 
life.  The  branch  of  which  this  review  relates  was 
seated  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury  and  early  in  the  nineteenth  century  in  Wild- 
bard,  Province  of  Wurtburg,  Germany,  where  Jacob 
F.  Kettner,  Sr.,  father  of  Jacob  F.  Kettner,  Jr., 
was  born  in  1804.  He  was  educated  in  his  native 
land,  followed  there  the  occupation  of  merchant,  and 
later  in  life  sailed  to  America  with  his  family.  Their 
arrival  in  New  York  came  after  a  voyage  of  seventy- 
two  days  aboard  the  “Cumberland,”  and  they  forth¬ 
with  established  a  residence  in  Stapleton,  Staten 
Island.  Mr.  Kettner  became  the  proprietor  of  a 
butcher’s  establishment  in  that  village,  which  bore 
him  appreciable  success  during  the  years  of  his 
management.  He  was  an  exemplary  citizen,  well 
respected  for  his  unselfish  community  spirit  and  for 
the  creditable  manner  in  which  his  business  affairs 
were  conducted. 

Jacob  F.  Kettner’s  marriage  had  taken  place  in  his 
native  country  to  Anna  M.  Housman,  born  in  1806, 
and  of  a  well-known  family  of  Wildbard.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany:  Christina;  Jacob  F.,  Jr.,  whose 
review  follows;  John  F.,  whose  death  occurred  while 
in  Civil  War  service,  is  buried  in  Arlington  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  Caroline; 
Louisa;  and  Lorenz  F.  All  came  to  Staten  Island 
with  their  parents,  the  first  three  having  acquired 
their  education  in  Germany  and  the  last-named  three 
studying  in  the  district  schools  of  Stapleton.  Jacob  F. 
Kettner,  Sr.,  who  survived  his  wife  by  many  years, 
died  in  1870,  and  was  buried  in  Woodland  Cemetery, 
on  Richmond  Turnpike. 

Jacob  F.  Kettner,  Jr.  was  born  May  15,  1838,  in 
Germany,  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  land.  After  coming  to  America  and 
settling  in  Stapleton,  with  his  parents,  he  set  about 
to  find  employment.  His  first  position  was  a  rela¬ 
tively  humble  one,  for  he  labored  steadfastly  in  the 
old  candle  factory  located  in  Stapleton,  which  later 
became  the  rubber  manufacturing  plant.  In  this  serv¬ 
ice  he  met  with  a  mishap  in  the  form  of  a  severe 
ankle  injury  that  left  him  somewhat  crippled  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  However,  he  continued  to  be 
associated  with  the  factory  for  several  years,  after 
which  he  connected  with  the  Wyman  Grocery  Com¬ 
pany  situated  on  Bay  Street.  He  next  engaged  in 
business  as  a  carriage  owner,  founding  an  estab¬ 
lishment  of  his  own  and  accumulating  thereby  a 
modest  fortune.  The  Staten  Island  Directory  of  1882 
lists  him  as  active  in  this  endeavor,  his  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  then  being  at  No.  111  Richmond  Road,  Staple- 
ton.  During  the  time  that  he  was  thus  engaged  he 
became  known  and  recognized  as  a  citizen  of  the 
highest  rank.  He  continued  to  be  greatly  respected 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  After  he  had 
given  up  his  carriage  business,  he  purchased,  about 
1885,  a  milk  and  cream  concern  with  which  he  was 
identified  for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  and  which 
he  managed  with  success. 

About  the  time  Mr.  Kettner  purchased  the  milk  and 
cream  concern,  he  built  a  hotel  on  Richmond  Turn¬ 
pike,  which  he  conducted  to  the  time  of  his  demise, 
December  1,  1924.  This  hostelry,  which  took  its  place 
among  the  leading  establishments  of  its  day  and  age  in 
Richmond  County,  was  a  meeting  place  for  residents 
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of  the  village,  and  as  such  reflected  the  warm  gener¬ 
osity  and  kindliness  of  its  host.  Questions  of  local 
importance  as  well  as  those  dealing  with  State  and 
countrywide  topics  were  often  propounded  here  by 
the  town’s  leading  citizens,  and  more  than  one  move¬ 
ment  which  resulted  in  the  strengthening  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  life  was  instituted  within  these  quarters. 

Mr.  Kettner  was  identified  with  several  organiza¬ 
tions  of  a  professional,  civic,  and  charitable  nature, 
principally  within  his  home  district.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  Rescue  Engine  Company,  No.  9, 
being  the  last  of  this  group  of  hardy  fire-fighters. 
His  greatest  devotion,  however,  was  to  his  home  and 
family. 

The  marriage  of  Jacob  F.  Kettner,  Jr.,  took  place 
on  December  31,  i860,  to  Catherine  Zimmer,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Michael  and  Angelica  (Stark)  Zimmer,  of 
Stapleton.  Catherine  Zimmer’s  birth  occurred  in 
Milford,  Pike  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  4,  1841, 
and  she  died  September  22,  1917,  having  been  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  husband  seven  years.  Jacob  F.,  Jr.,  and 
Catherine  (Zimmer)  Kettner  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  birthplace 
of  the  entire  group  being  Stapleton.  Those  who  grew 
to  maturity  received  their  education  at  Public  School 
No.  14,  Stapleton.  They  are:  1.  John  F.,  born 
November  23,  1863,  died  December  8,  1899.  2.  Henry 
G.,  born  January  23,  1866,  resides  in  Rahway,  New 
Jersey,  and  is  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroads 
He  is  connected  with  the  passenger  department  of 
this  system,  being  one  of  the  oldest  train  conductors 
in  the  company’s  service.  He  married,  in  1890,  Mary 
J.  Holmes,  and  to  this  union  six  children  were  born. 
3.  Marie  M.,  born  June  25,  1868,  is  of  further  men¬ 
tion.  4.  Peter  A.,  born  December  23,  1872,  married 
Anna  Geischen,  of  New  York,  and  they  have  three 
children.  Mr.  Kettner  is  engaged  in  the  ice  business 
in  Stapleton  where  he  resides.  5.  Jacob  F.,  born 
May  8,  1878,  married  Hedwick  Pleus,  of  New  York, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  6.  Anna 
B.,  born  February  26,  1881,  died  November  16,  1900. 

Marie  M.  Kettner,  mentioned  previously,  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  November  24,  1888,  in  Stapleton,  to  Charles 
G.  Rehm.  Mr.  Rehm,  who  was  born  in  Reutlinger, 
Germany,  on  October  24,  1863,  is  an  engineer  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Rubsam  and  Hormann  Brewing  Com¬ 
pany.  Within  his  profession  he  is  identified  with 
Local  No.  96,  International  Steam  and  Operating 
Engineers.  In  his  fraternal  affiliations  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  219,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  No. 
66.  The  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  num¬ 
bers  him  within  its  membership,  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  Men’s  Club  allied  with  this  house  of  worship. 
Mrs.  Rehm  is  associated  with  Rebecca  Chapter,  No. 
214,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  the  White  Shrine 
of  Jerusalem.  Like  her  husband,  she  attends  Trinity 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  Missionary  Society.  It  is 
through  her  interest  and  generosity  that  this  review 
of  Jacob  F.  Kettner,  Jr.,  her  father,  is  inserted  in  this 
work.  The  Rehm  family  home  is  situated  at  No. 
16  Gordon  Street,  Stapleton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rehm  became  the  parents  of  six 
children:  1.  Jacob  F.,  born  March  7,  1900,  married 
Mabel  R.  Smith,  of  Tompkins ville,  whose  death  came 
on  February  19,  1923.  She  was  the  mother  of  a  son, 
Charles  G.  Rehm.  2.  Charles  A.,  born  April  22,  1902, 
married  Marie  Moelines,  of  Brooklyn.  3.  Rose  M., 
born  November  19,  1903,  became  the  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Carmichael,  of  Stapleton.  4.  John  F.,  died  in 
infancy.  5.  Frederick  J.,  born  August  5,  1907,  mar¬ 


ried  Helen  Gollway,  of  Great  Kills,  and  they  have 
a  son,  Frederick  J.,  Jr.  6.  Elizabeth  C.,  born  May 
20,  1909,  became  the  wife  of  Walter  Ergott,  of 
Jersey  City,  and  by  this  union,  a  daughter,  Rose  M., 
was  born. 


JOHN  SCHULTES  — Well  regarded  among  the 
*  citizens  of  our  Island  who  have  contributed  generously 
of  their  means  and  energy  to  the  support  of  local  prog¬ 
ress,  are  those  whose  association  with  the  old  village 
governments  before  the  day  of  consolidation,  was  of 
considerable  significance.  One  who  was  thus  identified 
and  has  been  acknowledged  as  a  foremost  real  estate 
appraiser  and  tax  authority  is  John  Schultes  of  Sta¬ 
pleton,  who  has  spent  his  entire  lifetime  to  date  on 
Staten  Island. 

The  Schultes  family  is  of  German  extraction,,  hav¬ 
ing  been  represented  for  a  long  time  in  Stuttgart,  Ger¬ 
many.  Their  individual  members  were  recognized  gen¬ 
erally  as  responsible  and  able  citizens,  keenly  alive  to 
civic  progress  and  to  the  obligations  that  a  sound 
family  life  incurred.  It  was  in  Stuttgart  that  John 
Schultes,  father  of  the  present  Mr.  Schultes,  was  born 
and  reared.  He  received  his  early  education  there  and 
went  to  work  as  a  cooper.  He  married  Barbara 
Hofer,  also  of  an  old  German  family  resident  in 
Stuttgart. 

During  the  early  1850’s  a  large  number  of  John 
Schultes’  (Senior)  countrymen  left  their  native  land 
and  sailed  to  the  United  States  where  they  felt  that 
opportunity  for  economic  progress  was  much  greater. 
As  a  rule  their  departures  materialized  later  in  the 
foundation  of  homes  and  a  strongly  knit  family  life 
in  a  new  land.  News  of  their  success  reached  the 
home  land  and  as  a  consequence  others  emigrated  to 
America  to  try  their  fortune.  In  1854  Mr.  Schultes, 
after  careful  consideration  of  the  problem  of  giving 
up  his  life  in  the  Fatherland  and  entering  upon  a 
totally  new  career  in  a  distant  land,  sailed  with  his 
wife  to  America.  Not  long  after  their  arrival  in  New 
York  they  crossed  the  bay  to  Staten  Island  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Stapleton.  At  that  time  the 
brewing  industry  was  one  of  our  Island’s  important 
pursuits,  an  appreciable  portion  of  the  population  be¬ 
ing  engaged  in  such  an  undertaking.  One  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  breweries  was  ,  the  Bischoff  Brewery,  located  in 
Stapleton,  and  it  was  in  the  service  of  this  plant  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  elder  Schultes’  career  was 
spent.  At  first  employed  in  a  relatively  humble  ca¬ 
pacity,  he  at  length  rose  to  the  post  of  brewmaster,  a 
responsibility  that  involved  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  plant’s  output  and  contributed  largely  toward  its 
success.  Mr.  Schultes  was  thus  engaged  until  his 
death  on  October  9,  1876.  His  wife  passed  away  De¬ 
cember  21,  1882. 

His  interest  in  the  well-being  of  the  Island  and  his 
home  district  in  particular,  was  a  strong  and  substan¬ 
tial  one  and  led  to  his  active-  support  of  local  move¬ 
ments,  especially  those  of  a  civic  nature.  Above  all, 
he  was  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  his  home  and 
family.  John  Schultes,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  four  sons:  William,  who  died  September  3, 
1883.  2.  John,  of  whom  this  review  more  particularly 
relates.  3.  August,  who  died  June  8,  1912.  4.  Louis, 
now  an  engineer. 

John  Schultes,  the  younger,  was  born  on  December 
26,  1857,  in  the  family  home,  Stapleton,  short  of  a  mile 
distant  from  the  residence  in  which  he  now  dwells. 
As  a  youth  he  attended  Public  School  No.  2,  Middle- 
town  and  Southfield,  and  later  during  his  academic 
preparation,  studied  at  Dr.  Hensel’s  German  School 
during  evening  hours.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
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first  worked  at  odd  jobs  in  his  neighboring  district, 
but  subsequently  became  employed  at  the  Bischoff 
Brewery,  where  his  father  was  also  connected.  At 
the  age  of  thirty-five,  however,  he  severed  this  asso¬ 
ciation  in  order  to  enter  the  treasurer’s  office  of  the 
old  village  of  Edgewater.  This  was  followed  in  turn 
by  work  in  the  tax  department  of  that  village  and  a 
continued  association  with  such  duties  was  maintained 
when  Staten  Island  became  the  Borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  a  part  of  the  Greater  City  of  New  York  in 
1898.  As  time  went  on,  Mr.  Schultes  displayed  an 
aptitude  and  devotion  toward  these  tasks  that  served 
as  an  incentive  toward  more  important  work. 

Thus  in  1903  he  resigned  his  post  in  order  to  be¬ 
come  a  tax  and  title  searcher  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present  has  undertaken  work  of  this  nature  on  be¬ 
half  of  local  attorneys  and  trust  and  title  companies. 
Having  been  reared  on  Staten  Island  and  having  al¬ 
ways  given  attention  to  the  development  of  realty  proj¬ 
ects  in  this  borough,  he  became  familiar  with  local 
property  movements  and  policies  governing  their  main¬ 
tenance.  He  has  remained  in  this  field  since  1903  and 
is  recognized  as  a  leading  appraiser  as  well  as  a  fore¬ 
most  real  estate  and  tax  authority  in  Greater  New 
York.  During  this  twenty-seven  years  of  service  it  is 
estimated  that  he  has  brought  about  the  clearing  of 
titles  to  more  than  twenty  thousand  pieces  of  Staten 
Island  real  estate.  Not  only  is  this  illustrative  of  his 
expert  judgment  and  the  consequent  use  of  his  serv¬ 
ices  by  important  clients,  but  it  is  likewise  indicative 
of  unusual  energy  and  attachment  to  his  calling. 

In  addition  to  fulfilling  these  tasks,  Mr.  Schultes 
has  been  active  in  philanthropic  and  patriotic  work 
and  in  fraternal  and  club  associations.  His  assistance 
in  support  of  local  institutions  and  various  public 
movements  has  been  constant.  Of  special  importance 
was  his  strong  and  willing  cooperation  in  relief  work 
during  the  World  War,  as  an  aid  to  Liberty  Loan 
drives  and  as  a  backer  of  local  patriotic  endeavors. 
“The  Staten  Islander”  of  July  17,  1918,  paid  emphatic 
tribute  to  his  patriotism,  giving  specific  instances  of 
his  aid  in  such  work.  The  local  journal  stated  that 
“John  Schultes  of  Van  Duzer  Street,  Stapleton,  is  a 
real  lover  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes.”  The  article  went 
on  to  relate  that  upon  ascertaining  that  a  ladies’  patri¬ 
otic  committee  was  to  present  a  silk  flag  to  the  70th 
Regiment,  Coast  Artillery  Corps,  before  its  departure 
to  Europe,  Mr.  Schultes  became  the  prime  mover  of 
such  a  project.  He  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  flag  from 
Rhem  and  Company  of  Manhattan  and  took  part  in 
the  flag  presentation  ceremony  that  occurred  at  Fort 
Wadsworth.  He  also  tendered  a  flag  to  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  Stapleton  and  sponsored  the  raising  of  a 
flag  on  the  new  Staten  Islander  building  in  Tomp- 
kinsville.  Within  his  native  district,  the  section  in 
which  his  lifetime  has  been  spent,  he  is  recognized  as  a 
substantial  and  discerning  citizen  and  neighbor.  His 
attachment  to  his  family  has  also  been  expressive  of 
a  warm  and  sincere  love  of  home. 

Mr.  Schultes  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Tompkins 
Lodge,  No.  841,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  with 
Tyrian  Chapter,  Empire  Commandery  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  League  of  Masonic  Clubs.  He  has  also  held 
membership  in  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  for  several  years. 
The  old  and  famous  Thirteenth  Club  numbered  him 
among  its  members  and  he  served  for  some  time  on 
the  board  of  managers  of  this  organization.  Recrea¬ 
tions,  especially  those  of  an  out-of-door  character, 
have  always  appealed  to  him. 

John  Schultes  married,  in  1879,  Elizabeth  Esler, 
daughter  of  Ludwig  Esler,  of  Stapleton.  The  Esler 


family  is  likewise  of  German  lineage  and  has  been  rep¬ 
resented  on  Staten  Island  for  the  past  seventy-five  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schultes  became  the  parents  of  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  born  here, 
received  their  earlier  education  in  the  local  schools, 
married  Staten  Islanders  and  are  living.  They  are: 
Elizabeth,  married  J.  Beekman  De  Nyse  (no  chil¬ 
dren);  Barbara,  married  Walter  H.  Brinley,  by  whom 
there  were  two  children;  John,  married  Anna  Ihnken, 
and  they  also  have  two  children;  Louis,  married 
Janette  Wertz,  who  likewise  have  two  children;  Cath¬ 
erine,  married  George  V.  Kershaw,  and  they  have  six 
children;  William,  married  Jessica  Helwig,  who  have 
two  children;  and  Marie,  married  Fred  W.  Krumpe, 
and  four  children  were  born  to  them.  Of  these  mar¬ 
riages  Walter  H.  Brinley’s  death  occurred  February 
2,  1920.  He  was  a  well-respected  resident  of  Tomp- 
kinsville,  who  for  thirteen  years  prior  to  his  demise 
had  served  as  a  mail  carrier  in  Brighton  Heights  for 
the  Tompkinsville  post  office. 

In  addition  to  being  the  proud  father  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  Mr.  Schultes  is  likewise  elated  over  having 
eighteen  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  His 
residence  is  situated  at  761  Van  Duzer  Street,  Sta¬ 
pleton. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  MACORMAC— During  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  the  late  John  W.  Macormac 
maintained  a  carriage-making  and  blacksmith  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Elm  Park  on  the  north  shore,  and  at  the 
time  oyster  fishing  became  an  important  occupation  on 
Staten  Island  he  also  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  tongs  and  other  implements  for  this  industry.  Mr. 
Macormac  was  a  man  of  unusual  capability  and  one 
whose  interest  in  matters  of  civic  and  religious  con¬ 
sequence  was  well  sustained. 

Mr.  Macormac  was  the  son  of  Archibald  and  Su¬ 
sanna  (Harper)  Macormac  and  a  brother  of  Hon. 
Samuel  A.  Macormac,  deceased,  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work,  and  who  was  an  Associate  Justice  of 
Sessions  and  the  incumbent  of  other  offices  of  civil 
note  on  the  Island. 

John  W.  Macormac’s  birth  occurred  in  Clifton, 
September  24,  1863.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  public  and  private  schools  of  the  Island,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  Public  School  No.  7,  then  a  district  school 
situated  at  Greenridge.  During  the  very  early  part 
of  his  life  his  parents  had  removed  from  Clifton  to  the 
section  known  as  Woods  of  Arden,  but  they  had  later 
taken  up  more  permanent  residence  in  Greenridge.  In 
that  day  and  age  the  countryside  was  in  a  relatively 
rural  and  wooded  state,  being  rather  sparsely  studded 
with  farms.  It  was,  therefore,  natural  that  the  youth 
would  be  called  upon  to  perform  duties  kindred  to  his 
community  and  in  the  performance  of  various  tasks  he 
acquired  habits  of  thrift  and  industry  that  were  of 
enduring  significance. 

Mr.  Macormac’s  subsequent  training,  however,  was 
along  lines  of  a  more  mechanical  sort.  At  length  he 
removed  to  Port  Richmond,  opened  a  blacksmith  and 
wheelwright  shop  at  No.  x  Granite  Avenue  (west  of 
Port  Richmond  in  the  Elm  Park  section)  and  was 
successful  in  this  undertaking.  According  to  the 
Staten  Island  Directories  of  1882  and  1893  respect¬ 
ively,  he  was  thus  engaged,  but  in  the  meantime  had 
begun  the  manufacture  of  oyster  tongs.  During  the 
middle  and  latter  parts  of  the  nineteenth  century,  in 
particular,  the  oyster  industry  flourished  in  the  waters 
about  Mariners  Harbor.  The  fresh  waters  of  the  Pas¬ 
saic  and  Hackensack  rivers  furnished  an  admirable 
place  for  the  floating  and  freshening  of  oysters,  the 
advantages  thus  accruing  causing  hundreds  of  oyster 
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fishermen  to  ply  their  trade  in  this  district.  So  great 
was  their  demand  for  equipment  that  many  men 
opened  places  of  business  catering  to  such  fishermen. 

After  the  oyster  industry  had  begun  to  decline  Mr. 
Macormac  still  maintained  his  blacksmith  establish¬ 
ment,  operating  it  practically  up  to  the  time  of  his 
demise.  His  activities,  however,  were  not  solely  con¬ 
fined  to  this  enterprise,  for  he  was  interested  in  finan¬ 
cial,  fraternal  and  religious  affairs.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  for  long  years  was  a  director  of  the 
North  Shore  Building^  Loan  and  Savings  Association 
of  Port  Richmond.  His  fraternal  affiliations  were 
with  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  North  Shore  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Junior  Order,  United  American 
Mechanics.  The  Trinity  Men’s  Bible  Class  of  Trinity 
Church,  Port  Richmond,  also  numbered  him  among 
its  most  active  members.  In  civic  and  communal  af¬ 
fairs,  especially  in  his  home  district,  his  participation 
was  generous  and  constant. 

John  W.  Macormac  married,  in  June,  1886,  Jose¬ 
phine  A.  Taylor,  daughter  of  William  and  Emiline 
(Egbert)  Taylor.  The  ceremony  took  place  at  the 
Moravian  Church,  New  Dorp.  On  both  her  paternal 
and  maternal  sides,  Mrs.  Macormac  was  of  old  Staten 
Island  families,  the  Egberts  in  particular  having  re¬ 
sided  here  during  an  exceptionally  long  period.  Their 
progenitor  was  Govert  Egbert,  who  arrived  from 
Holland  in  1660  on  “The  Spotted  Cow.”  The  cog¬ 
nomen,  Taylor,  though  English  in  name,  was  assimi¬ 
lated  by  marriage  in  early  times  during  our  history 
with  names  of  Dutch  descent,  principally  those  such 
as  Winant,  Haughwout  and  Egbert.  Records  both 
from  the  Port  Richmond  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
and  St.  Andrew’s  Church  in  Richmond  affirm  such 
kinships. 

John  W.  and  Josephine  A.  (Taylor)  Macormac 
were  the  parents  of  a  son,  John  Leslie,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Macormac’s  death  came  August  27, 
1927,  her  husband  surviving  until  June  30,  1928.  Both 
are  buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp.  It  is 
through  the  interest  and  generosity  of  Mrs.  Andrew 
M.  Eagon  (formerly  Lena  Macormac,  sister  of  the 
late  John  W.  Macormac)  that  the  foregoing  review 
is  printed  in  this  edition. 


WILLIAM  MILLER  JONES,  JR.  — Active  in 
Democratic  politics  on  Staten  Island,  while  conduct¬ 
ing  a  general  agency  in  Manhattan,  William  M.  Jones, 
Jr.,  is  held  to  be  one  of  the  rising  young  men  of 
Richmond  Borough.  He  is  a  county  committeeman 
and  is  now  serving  his  party  as  district  leader  in 
West  New  Brighton.  The  World  War  which  inter¬ 
rupted  the  business  life  of  many  men  of  this  and  other 
sections  called  him  to  service  and  he  spent  more  than 
a  year  in  military  duty.  His  rise  in  business  since 
then  has  been  noteworthy,  and  gives  much  future 
promise. 

William  M.  Jones,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Livingston, 
West  New  Brighton,  November  2,  1895,  a  son  of 
William  Miller  and  Olga  Josephine  (Hunicke)  Jones. 
The  father  has  made  his  home  in  Staten  Island  for 
many  years  and  is  a  manufacturer’s  representative, 
with  foreign  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
where  he  spends  a  large  share  of  his  time.  He  was 
married  in  the  old  Miller-Jones  homestead  in  Dela- 
field  Place,  West  New  Brighton,  eight  children  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  of  the  marriage. 

William  M.  Jones,  Jr.,  was  educated  at  Notre 
Dame  Academy,  Staten  Island,  which  his  father  was 
largely  instrumental  in  founding,  afterward  at  the 
College  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  Manhattan.  He  then 


took  a  two  years’  course  at  the  Curtis  High  School, 
after  which  he  became  associated  with  the  insurance 
house  of  Johnson  &  Higgins.  When  the  United 
States  entered  the  World  War,  in  1917,  he  joined 
the  107th  Infantry,  was  made  a  non-commissioned 
officer  and  sent  to  Camp  Wadsworth.  When  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  he 
reentered  the  insurance  business,  this  time  with  the 
firm  of  Sandberg,  Raynes  &  Lee,  where  he  remained 
for  nearly  two  years.  He  finally  established  himself 
independently,  in  March,  19x9,  with  headquarters  at 
No.  68  William  Street,  Manhattan,  where  he  still 
carries  on  a  prosperous  insurance  business  in  gen¬ 
eral  lines. 

Mr.  Jones  married  Marie  Henlon,  of  New  Brighton. 


WILLIAM  EINZIGER — William  Einziger,  senior 
partner  of  Einziger  Brothers  of  Richmond  Terrace, 
Port  Richmond,  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  active 
business  men  in  the  community.  Mr.  Einziger’s  inter¬ 
est  in  all  that  pertains  to  civic  betterment,  or  con¬ 
structive  work  done  for  social  improvement  is  equally 
great.  He  has  never  opposed,  but  has  always  lent 
his  hand  to  anything  that  was  for  the  good  of  the 
community  and  its  people. 

His  business  is  dealing  in  automobiles,  of  which 
he  handles  the  Willys  Knight,  Paige  and  Whippet 
cars,  and  the  White  trucks.  His  firm  represents  one 
of  the  oldest  automobile  businesses  on  Staten  Island. 
While  developing  his  trade,  Mr.  Einziger  has  not 
been  selfish,  but  has  shown  a  most  liberal  spirit  to 
fellow  dealers  of  other  cars.  In  automobile  shows,  he 
has  served  as  chairman  of  automobile  exhibits,  and 
by  his  energy  and  ability,  has  helped  to  make  these 
shows  a  success.  He  is  associated  with  his  brother, 
who  is  equally  interested  in  the  general  welfare  of 
the  community.  William  Einziger  has  been  deputy 
fire  commissioner  in  Port  Richmond  since  1922,  being 
reelected  in  1926.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
congregation  of  Temple  Emanuel  of  Staten  Island, 
being  one  of  its  charter  members  and  a  first  vice- 
president.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  having  degrees  in  its  different 
lodges,  and  he  is  one  of  the  officers  in  the  Jewish 
Community  Center. 

It  is  difficult  to  know  where  the  influence  of  such 
a  high-minded  citizen  and  business  man  reaches  for 
his  modesty  prevents  all  from  knowing  the  extent  of 
his  charities  and  philanthropies.  But  it  is  true  that 
his  has  been  a  life  of  value  to  the  community  in 
which  he  lives.  His  counsel  is  wise  and  his  knowl¬ 
edge  of  conditions  here  are  assets  that  any  man  might 
enjoy  to  possess. 

STEPHEN  KETTLETAS  LUDLOW— The  old 

village  of  Tompkinsville  served  as  the  lifetime  dwel¬ 
ling  place  of  Stephen  K.  Ludlow,  though  his  business 
career  was  pursued  in  Manhattan.  He  was  associated 
in  a  responsible  capacity  with  a  downtown  banking 
institution,  spending  approximately  a  half  century  in 
the  service  of  this  firm. 

Mr.  Ludlow  was  of  a  family  of  English  origin 
which  has  been  represented  in  America  since  early 
times.  The  New  England  colonies,  as  well  as  New 
York  and  nearby  districts  served  as  a  background  for 
the  activities  of  most  early  members,  though  at  pres¬ 
ent  their  line  is  distributed  throughout  the  country.  In 
Staten  Island  annals  it  is  recorded  by  Ira  K.  Morris 
and  other  historians  that  among  the  distinguished  per¬ 
sons  who  once  resided  here  was  “Major-General  Wil¬ 
liam  Ludlow,  who  was  in  command  of  the  District  of 
Havana,  Cuba,  and  while  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  En- 
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gineers,  United  States  Army,  resided  in  Tompkins- 
ville.”  New  York  City  records  mention  one,  Cary 
Ludlow,  who  in  1780  was  surrogate  for  the  city  and 
province  of  New  York.  Ludlow  genealogy  deals  in 
considerable  length  with  numerous  family  branches. 

Concerning  the  branch  of  the  family  to  which  this 
review  particularly  refers,  we  come  to  Stephen  K. 
Ludlow’s  father,  Joseph  Ludlow.  He  was  born  in 
Manhattan  in  1783,  acquired  his  education  in  a  district 
school  there  and  became  a  merchant  by  occupation. 
The  earlier  part  of  his  career  was  spent  in  his  native 
Manhattan  where  his  general  merchandizing  business 
was  operated  successfully.  Later  he  came  to  Staten 
Island,  took  up  his  residence  in  Tompkinsville  and 
transferred  his  entire  establishment  here.  He  met 
with  similar  success  in  his  new  business  quarters  and 
was  known  as  an  exemplary  citizen. 

Joseph  Ludlow  married  Elizabeth  Ogden,  born  Au¬ 
gust  1 7,  1786,  of  an  old  New  York  family  prominent 
in  judicial  circles  and  in  business  life.  Certain  of  their 
number  were  active  in  railroad  promotion.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  eight  sons  and  four  daughters, 
several  of  whom  died  at  a  relatively  early  age.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  number  of  gravestone  inscriptions  copied 
from  Silver  Mount  Cemetery,  near  Grymes  Hill, 
where  the  Ludlow-Smith  plot  is  maintained,  the  names 
of  eight  of  these  children  are  mentioned.  Sarah  Cor¬ 
delia  died  in  infancy;  Caroline  E.,  born  November  12, 
18x5,  died  February  9,  1872,  unmarried;  Edmund  A., 
born  in  1817,  died  in  1912;  Minerva  Harter,  born  in 
1821,  died  in  1901;  Arietta,  born  in  1822,  died  July  2, 
1830;  Stephen  Kettletas,  of  whom  this  review  par¬ 
ticularly  relates,  was  born  January  14,  1824;  Eliza  D., 
born  September  24,  1826,  married  John  H.  Lyman 
and  her  death  occurred  November  3,  1895;  and  last 
George  Haward,  died  December  8,  1841,  at  the  age  of 
eleven.  The  demise  of  Joseph  Ludlow,  the  father, 
came  August  24,  1834,  his  wife  surviving  him  until 
May  29,  1872. 

Stephen  K.  Ludlow  was  born  in  Tompkinsville  and 
obtained  part  of  his  education  by  attending  the  local 
schools.  The  remainder  of  his  learning  was  acquired 
largely  through  his  own  efforts  undertaken  in  few 
leisure  hours.  His  studies  completed,  he  found  em¬ 
ployment  in  a  bank  in  downtown  Manhattan.  Having 
an  aptitude  for  work  of  this  nature  he  remained  in  the 
service  of  his  bank  the  rest  of  his  life,  rising  gradually 
from  positions  of  minor  importance  to  those  of  in¬ 
creased  responsibility  until  his  passing,  December  31, 
1890.  In  the  Staten  Island  Directory  of  1882  he  was 
listed  as  being  engaged  in  banking  at  No.  7  Wall 
Street,  his  residence  address  being  at  No.  25  Smith 
Terrace,  Stapleton. 

Mr.  Ludlow’s  life,  outside  of  his  business  activities, 
was  a  comparatively  quiet  one.  He  was  an  unassum¬ 
ing  man  but  in  addition  to  his  strong  attachment  to 
his  home  and  family  he  held  a  deep  affection  for  Staten 
Island  and  aided  in  such  movements  that  benefited 
his  fellowmen. 

Stephen  K.  Ludlow  married,  in  June,  1851,  Amelia 
G.  Smith,  born  May  14,  1830,  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Russell  and  Maria  (Jones)  Smith,  whose  lives 
together  with  an  account  of  the  S.  R.  Smith  Infirm¬ 
ary  (now  the  Staten  Island  Hospital)  are  found  else¬ 
where  in  these  pages.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ludlow  became 
the  parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  1.  The  eldest, 
Samuel  Russell  Ludlow,  named  for  his  grandfather, 
was  born  June  8,  1852.  He  married  (first)  Mary  Ver- 
milie  of  Staten  Island,  a  granddaughter  of  Governor 
Tompkins  and  their  children  were  three  in  number. 
Mrs.  Ludlow  died  in  1885  and  her  husband  married 
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(second)  Etta  Bowlby,  of  Sherman,  Texas.  By  this 
latter  union  two  children  were  born.  2.  Ogden  Curtis 
Ludlow’s  birth  occurred  August  18,  1856,  and  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  medical  profession.  3.  Agnes  Ludlow  is 
the  youngest  of  the  family.  It  is  through  her  appre¬ 
ciation  and  interest  that  this  review  is  inserted  in  these 
pages.  Miss  Ludlow  resides  at  No.  262  Howard 
Avenue,  Grymes  Hill. 

Both  Stephen  K.  Ludlow  and  his  wife  are  buried  in 
Silver  Mount  Cemetery,  Mrs.  Ludlow  surviving  her 
husband  by  a  little  more  than  seven  years.  Her  death 
came  on  January  12,  1898. 


FRANK  BUNGE — Numbered  among  the  younger 
business  men  who  have  played  a  part  in  the  indus¬ 
trial  and  commercial  development  of  the  North  Shore, 
Mr.  Bunge  is  owner  of  a  prosperous  retail  coal  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Mariners  Harbor.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  this  undertaking  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  with 
the  exception  of  about  a  year  and  a  half  when  he 
served  as  a  member  of  Company  M,  113th  Infantry, 
29th  Division,  during  the  World  War  period. 

The  native  home  of  the  Bunge  family  was  Ham¬ 
burg,  in  the  province  of  Holstein,  Germany.  There 
Herman  Bunge,  his  father,  was  born  and  educated. 
Hoping  to  build  a  substantial  foundation  for  a  mer¬ 
cantile  career,  he  voyaged  to  the  United  States  about 
fifty  years  ago,  settled  in  Jersey  City,  and  became 
engaged  with  a  wholesale  grocery  firm.  Sometime 
later  he  was  enabled  to  enter  the  retail  end  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  independently  and  has  met  with  continued  suc¬ 
cess.  His  marriage  took  place  in  Jersey  City  to 
Henrietta  Bruening,  also  of  an  old  German  family 
of  Hanover,  who  had  come  to  the  United  States 
about  the  same  time. 

The  Bunges  left  Jersey  City  for  Staten  Island  in 
1890  and  have  since  resided  here.  Herman  Bunge 
manages  a  grocery  store  in  Port  Richmond  and  sur¬ 
vives  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1923.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Herman,  Jr.,  who  is 
a  resident  of  Staten  Island;  and  Frank,  of  this  review. 

Frank  Bunge  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  November 
29,  1893,  but  as  a  youth  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Staten  Island.  His  early  education  was  obtained 
in  the  local  public  schools,  after  which  he  attended 
Curtis  High  School.  Following  the  completion  of 
his  studies  he  found  employment  as  a  clerk  in  the 
Bowery  National  Bank,  New  York.  For  two  years 
he  was  thus  engaged,  but  in  1916  founded  his  coal 
business  in  Mariners  Harbor.  His  headquarters  were 
instituted  at  No.  2703  Richmond  Terrace,  where  they 
are  maintained  today,  and  where  he  serves  a  sub¬ 
stantial  trade. 

Mr.  Bunge  had  not  long  conducted  his  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  when  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War 
in  the  spring  of  1917.  Heeding  the  call  to  arms  he 
joined  Company  M.,  attached  to  the  113th  Infantry 
of  the  29th  Division,  and  took  a  military  course  at 
Camp  McClellan,  Alabama.  After  being  instructed 
with  others  of  his  company,  he  was  sent  abroad  to 
France.  On  the  company’s  arrival  they  remained  at 
Camp  Pontenazen  for  a  short  time  but  ultimately 
pushed  on  to  the  training  area  about  Prouthoy  and 
the  Belfort  section.  In  July  of  1918  the  regiment 
marched  to  the  Trenches,  the  company  of  which  Mr. 
Bunge  was  a  member  being  stationed  in  the  Meuse 
River  section,  and  from  that  time  to  the  signing  of 
the  armistice  witnessed  considerable  military  action. 
The  period  lasting  from  early  October  to  the  armis¬ 
tice  was  indeed  a  trying  one  for  the  113th  Infantry, 
its  first  entry  into  active  battle  being  on  October 
10th,  in  the  sector  about  Bois  d’Ormont  and  Bois 
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de  La  Reine.  The  engagement  that  ensued  was  one 
in  which  the  29th  Division  and  a  few  scattered  French 
companies  attacked  the  enemy  lines  with  successful 
results.  Though  the  casualty  list  was  large  and  many 
comrades  fell  in  line  of  duty,  this  regiment  pushed 
steadily  forward,  aiding  gallantly  in  the  eventual 
smashing  of  the  Hindenburg  line.  At  length  came 
the  armistice  and  from  that  time  to  May  of  the 
following  year  the  regiment  remained  with  the  Army 
of  Occupation,  finally  sailing  homeward  and  land¬ 
ing  in  New  York.  Together,  with  his  buddies,  Frank 
Bunge  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  May,  1919. 

He  returned  to  his  business  interests  in  Mariners 
Harbor,  and  for  more  than  a  decade  has  been  rec¬ 
ognized  as  one  of  the  leading  young  merchants  of 
the  section  along  the  North  Shore.  His  advancement 
to  such  a  position  came  principally  through  his  abil¬ 
ity  as  an  organizer,  his  keen  sense  of  business  values, 
and  his  fidelity  to  his  patrons  that  had  long  been  a 
family  trait.  At  the  present  time  he  employs  a  rela¬ 
tively  large  force  of  men  at  his  coal  plant  and  a 
number  of  heavy  coal  trucks  for  rapid  delivery. 

Mr.  Bunge  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Coal  Merchants’  Association,  and  the  New  York  State 
Coal  Merchants’  Association.  He  is  active  in  civic 
affairs  on  Staten  Island,  lending  support  in  the  further¬ 
ance  of  worthwhile  public  movements.  He  is  also 
identified  in  fraternal  and  church  affairs,  being  a 
member  of  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  St.  John’s  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  on  Jewett  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

Frank  Bunge’s  marriage  took  place  on  December 
21,  1919,  to  Clara  Louise  Gunther,  daughter  of  Frank 
and  Margaret  (Kern)  Gunther,  of  Elm  Park.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bunge  reside  at  No.  468  Oakland  Avenue, 
West  New  Brighton. 


JAMES  HAMMERSLEY  WALLACE— Though 
the  late  World  War  was  fought  more  on  land  than 
at  sea,  nevertheless,  without  an  adequate  and  active 
navy  aided  by  a  Naval  Reserve  that  functioned  effec¬ 
tively  and  with  a  splendid  spirit  of  cooperation,  the 
transportation  of  troops  from  this  country  to  Europe 
and  the  guarding  of  life  on  the  high  seas  would  have 
been  virtually  impossible.  A  Staten  Island  resident 
who  served  in  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  and 
was  cited  on  two  occasions  for  bravery  and  prompt 
action  was  James  H.  Wallace  of  Westerleigh  who 
today  is  in  charge  of  repairs  for  the  Department  of 
Plant  and  Structures  of  New  York. 

A  direct  descendant  of  Sir  William  Wallace  of 
England,  the  birth  of  James  H.  Wallace  occurred 
September  30,  1875,  in  Newcastle  on  Tyne,  England. 
His  parents  were  James  and  Euphemia  A.  (Hendry) 
Wallace  to  whom  eight  children  were  born,  the  first 
five  in  England  and  the  other  three  in  the  United 
States.  They  were  William  H.,  James  H.,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  Margaret  M.,  Edmund,  John,  Helen,  Daisy  and 
Harriet.  All  were  married  with  the  exception  of 
Margaret  M.  and  Harriet  and  all  are  living  except 
Helen.  A  cousin  of  the  Wallace  family  by  the  name 
of  Johnstone  Wallace  was  Lord  Mayor  of  New  Castle 
just  previous  to  the  World  War.  Previously  he  had 
visited  America  and  called  on  our  subject. 

James  H.  Wallace  attended  school  in  England  until 
the  age  of  eleven  when  he  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents,  as  did  the  then  four  other  children  of 
the  Wallace  family.  He  continued  his  schooling  here 
for  a  few  years  and  on  June  15,  1895,  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Ferry 
Company  where  he  was  employed  as  a  fireman.  Even¬ 
tually,  however,  he  became  an  engineer  for  that  com¬ 


pany,  and  when  the  operation  of  ferry  boats  was 
transferred  to  the  City  of  New  York  he  continued  in 
the  service  and  is  now  holding  the  important  position 
of  master  mechanic.  He  is  officially  in  charge  of 
Repairs  for  the  Department  of  Plant  and  Structures 
of  the  City  of  New  York  and  as  such  plays  a  sub¬ 
stantial  part  in  the  progress  of  the  Island. 

Mr.  Wallace’s  marriage  took  place  in  1896  to  Ruby 
M.  Burbank,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  .  Mary  R. 
(Burtis)  Burbank,  and  sister  of  George  S.  and 
Stephen  D.  Burbank,  Jr.,  an  old  Mariners  Harbor 
family.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Percy 
J.  and  James  H.,  Jr.,  born  December  30,  1900,  and 
November  19,  1906,  respectively. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  1917  as  a  warrant  machinist 
in  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve,  being  one  of  the 
first  to  enlist  for  foreign  service.  He  was  successively 
promoted  to  ensign  and  then  lieutenant  and  experi¬ 
enced  many  novel  and  thrilling  happenings  during 
that  great  period. 

For  his  unstinted  action  and  success  in  helping  to 
confine  a  serious  fire  that  broke  out  on  board  the 
United  States  Steamship  “Harvard,”  near  the  Azores, 
he  was  awarded  the  United  States  Navy  Cross  with  a 
citation  for  valorous  duty.  This  award  was  given  him 
by  order  of  President  Wilson  through  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  Josephus  Daniels.  On  board  the  “Har¬ 
vard,”  which  was  a  yacht  owned  by  George  F.  Baker, 
Jr.,  of  New  York  City  and  given  to  the  government  by 
him,  James  H.  Wallace  was  engineer  officer.  The 
conspicuous  service  Cross  given  by'  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York  through  an  enactment  of  the 
State  Legislature,  in  addition  to  numerous  letters  of 
commendation  were  also  received  by  him.  In  July, 
1918,  Mr.  Wallace  was  promoted  again,  being  placed 
in  charge  of  Repairs  for  Cargo  and  Combatants 
Ships  at  Rochefort,  France,  Navy  Yard.  He  also 
helped  to  build  boats  for  the  French  government 
which  were  adapted  for  boarding  vessels  in  the  Bay 
of  Biscay. 

Mr.  Wallace  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order, 
being  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Staten 
Island  Masonic  Club  and  is  identified  with  several 
civic  and  social  organizations.  He  has  aided  in  chari¬ 
table  enterprises  and  other  movements. 

The  Wallace  residence  is  situated  at  No.  196  Maine 
Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


ANDREW  FROHLIN — Coming  to  the  United 
States  from  his  native  land  of  Norway  when  he  was 
five  years  of  age,  there  followed  a  career  of  excite¬ 
ment  and  thrills  for  Andrew  Frohlin,  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  a  lieutenant  of  police  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
There  were  also  thrills  enough  for  the  ordinary  child 
on  board  the  vessel  that  brought  him  to  America 
when  the  rigors  of  the  Atlantic  threatened  more  than 
once  to  send  the  craft  to  the  bottom.  He  was  with  his 
mother  and  two  brothers,  when  coming  here  to  meet 
his  father,  Alfred  Frohlin,  mentioned  in  a  later 
review.  The  young  lad  developed  into  a  sturdy  man, 
a  fine  representative  of  his  race,  bound  to  succeed 
in  life  in  going  forward  to  success. 

Andrew  Frohlin  was  born  near  Grimstead,  Nor¬ 
way,  August  11,  1881,  and  a  few  years  thereafter, 
when  his  father  came  to  America  to  better  his  for¬ 
tunes  the  family  having  followed,  the  young  lad  set 
himself  about  to  receive  the  educational  advantages 
that  were  afforded  in  the  land  of  his  adoption.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  local  public  schools  in  the  neighborhood 
of  his  home  and  was  graduated  in  1897  from  the  old 
Curtis  Public  School,  on  Greenleaf  Avenue.  The 
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boy  then  went  to  work  in  a  shipyard,  but  soon  de¬ 
termined  to  enter  the  police  department.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  May,  1909,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Ser¬ 
geant  in  1921,  later  receiving  his  promotion  to  a  lieu¬ 
tenancy.  For  life  saving  he  has  received  a  medal  from 
Congress;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  “Honor  Legion” 
of  the  New  York  City  Police  Department. 

Mr.  Frohlin  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Mary  Jansen,  of  Port  Richmond,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Dr.  O.  L.  Jensen,  whom  he  wedded  in  1906. 
She  died  January  21,  1911,  her  infant  boy  dying 
eleven  days  previously.  His  second  wife  was  Jennie 
MacMahon,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  whom  he  married 
on  July  6,  1918.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Isabel  MacMahon,  natives  of  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
respectively. 


ALBERT  FROHLIN  was  born  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  August  18,  1890,  the  son  of  Alfred  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Anderson)  Frohlin.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  end  of  the  elementary 
grade  period  began  work  with  his  father  in  the  ship¬ 
yard.  He  remained  at  this  occupation  for  ten  years, 
then  became  associated  with  his  brother,  John,  in  the 
Bergen  Point  Iron  Works,  Bayonne,  New  Jersey, 
where  the  elder  brother  was  employed  as  superin¬ 
tendent.  After  eight  years  of  that  work  he  gave  it  up 
and  established  himself  in  business  as  a  general  con¬ 
tractor  on  Staten  Island,  which  he  continued  until  re¬ 
cently,  being  well  known  for  a  fine  type  of  workman¬ 
ship. 

Albert  Frohlin  married,  November  11,  1910,  Matilda 
Carlson,  of  Port  Richmond,  daughter  of  Oscar  and 
Inga  (Olsen)  Carlson,  her  father  having  been  for 
twenty-five  years  foreman  rigger  at  the  plant  of  the 
Staten  Island  Shipbuilding  Company.  Their  first 
child,  Dorothy,  born  at  No.  41  Prospect  Street,  Port 
Richmond,  in  1912,  was  a  student  at  Curtis  High 
School.  They  are  also  rearing  an  orphan  boy,  John 
Nicholson,  a  student  of  Curtis  High  School.  Mrs. 
Frohlin  has  been  active  in  the  local  Ladies’  Aid  Soci¬ 
ety  and  was  president  of  her  church  society. 


PETER  FROHLIN  was  born  in  West  New 
Brighton,  October  20,  1894,  also  a  son  of  Alfred 
Frohlin.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Curtis  High  School  when  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  went  directly  from  that  school  to 
take  a  position  in  the  old  Bergen  Point  Iron  Works, 
at  Bayonne,  New  Jersey,  where  he  worked  for  five 
or  six  years,  learning  the  iron  workers’  trade.  With 
that  knowledge  as  his  sole  capital,  he  became  a  jour¬ 
neyman  iron  worker  and  machinist,  taking  employment 
in  nearby  plants  and  remaining  in  this  occupation  until 
1923,  when  he  opened  his  real  estate  business  in  Port 
Richmond,  with  a  previous  preliminary  training  in 
the  establishment  of  Walter  Reno,  of  St.  George, 
which  he  conducted  for  a  short  time. 

Peter  Frohlin  married,  in  October,  1916,  Olivia 
Pedersen,  daughter  of  Elert  and  Anne  Pedersen 
Their  children  are  Robert  Alfred,  Evelyn  Adele,  and 
Doris  Muriel. 


OTTO  MOLL,  JR.—  A  resident  in  Westerleigh 
and  engaged  in  trucking,  Mr.  Moll,  Jr.,  has  gradually 
accumulated  a  knowledge  of  his  calling  to  the  extent 
that  at  the  present  time  he  is  the  manager  and  owner 
of  a  large  transportation  business  with  headquarters 
in  Port  Richmond. 

Otto  Moll,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Germany,  December  21, 
1889,  son  of  Otto  and  Caroline  (Kaufman)  Moll,  of 


Berlin.  As  a  mere  child  he  was  brought  to  America 
by  his  mother  in  1890,  spending  a  time  in  Manhattan, 
later  going  to  Brooklyn  to  reside.  He  attended  pub¬ 
lic  schools  in  that  borough  and  upon  leaving  his  stud¬ 
ies,  worked  for  the  space  of  two  years  in  minor  posi¬ 
tions.  Deciding  to  be  a  first-class  machinist,  he  en¬ 
tered  a  machine  shop  where  he  took  up  the  tool  and 
die-making  trade. 

Due  to  an  illness  which  settled  on  him  while  work¬ 
ing  at  this  occupation,  he  was  forced  to  look  for  work 
outside  of  such  industrial  life.  The  turning  point  in 
his  career  followed  quickly  as  he  obtained  employ¬ 
ment  consisting  of  many  kinds  of  transportation  work 
including  trucking,  which  was  beginning  to  make  its 
presence  felt  in  modern  commerce.  For  several  years 
Mr.  Moll  was  associated  with  the  National  Lead 
Company  at  the  Atlantic  Works,  Brooklyn,  in  their 
transportation  division. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Moll  went  back  to  his 
trade  as  tool  and  die-maker  for  a  two-year  period,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  reentered  the  transportation 
business,  and  subsequently  succeeded  at  this  under¬ 
taking.  On  April  20,  1920,  he  founded  the  trucking 
and  forwarding  business  which  now  bears  his  name. 
At  present  his  fleet  of  motor  equipment  which  has 
been  steadily  augmented,  consists  of  the  following: 
Seven  Mack  trucks  of  five  tons  each,  five  Packard 
trucks  also  weighing  five  tons  each,  six  trailers  and 
two  Mack  tractors.  For  the  past  several  years  Mr. 
Moll  has  been  more  or  less  associated  with  the  Proc¬ 
ter  and  Gamble  plant  here  at  Port  Ivory,  handling 
immense  shipments  for  domestic  and  export  trade. 
He  supervises  much  of  this  work  in  connection  with 
their  rail,  marine,  and  warehouse  business. 

Mr.  Moll  and  his  family  are  truly  representative  of 
the  best  type  of  citizenry.  They  are  interested  not 
only  in  their  individual  welfare  but  in  civic  projects 
aimed  at  the  uplift  of  the  community  and  the  building 
up  of  Staten  Island  in  general. 

Otto  Moll,  Jr.,  married,  June  23,  1917,  Katherine 
A.  Manee,  of  Prince  Bay,  daughter  of  Clarence  W. 
and  Sarah  E.  (Perine)  Manee,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  daughter,  Virginia  Katherine,  born  No¬ 
vember  19,  1919.  The  Manee  and  Perine  families  are 
among  the  pioneers  of  Staten  Island.  The  early 
Manee  ancestor  was  Pierre  Monet,  who  emigrated 
from  Poitou,  France.  He  came  to  America  and  set¬ 
tled  on  Staten  Island,  joining  the  Huguenot  Colony 
here  at  least  several  years  before  1712,  for  he  died 
about  that  time,  leaving  a  will  dated  June  19,  1709, 
and  naming  his  wife,  Mary,  and  several  children. 

Of  the  fifth  or  sixth  generation  of  this  family  one 
comes  upon  William  Manee  who  had  a  brother  Henry. 
The  latter  was  the  father  of  Cornelius  and  the  grand¬ 
father  of  Clarence  W.  Manee,  who  in  turn  was  the 
father  of  Mr.  Moll’s  wife. 

The  Perine  family,  from  which  Mrs.  Moll’s  mother 
was  descended,  is  another  old  Staten  Island  pioneer 
name.  The  name  was  originally  spelled  Perrin, 
Count  Perrin  being  a  prominent  Huguenot  refugee 
from  Nouerre.  Daniel  Perrin  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  the  Isle  of  Jersey  in  1665  with  Philip 
Carteret,  first  Governor  of  Nova  Caesarea.  He  first 
married  Maria  Thorell,  a  fellow  passenger  on  the  boat 
and  removed  to  Smoking  Point,  now  Rossville,  Staten 
Island,  where  he  received  a  crown  grant  of  eighty 
acres.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  Perine  family  in 
this  district. 

Mr.  Moll’s  residence  is  at  No.  81  Margaretta  Court, 
Westerleigh,  while  his  place  of  business  is  situated  at 
No.  2129  Richmond  Terrace,  Port  Richmond. 
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EDGAR  KNIGHT  WHITFORD,  SR— In  the 

group  of  citizens  who  have  taken  a  substantial  part 
in  the  planning  and  building  of  fine  homes  and  busi¬ 
ness  blocks  on  Staten  Island  is  Edgar  Knight  Whit- 
ford,  Sr.,  a  life-long  resident  of  this  borough.  Always 
eager  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  community  he 
has  participated  in  many  developments  which  have 
occurred  in  the  last  thirty  years. 

Being  the  son  of  an  architect  and  builder,  it  is 
perhaps  natural  that  Mr.  Whitford  should  have 
decided  to  specialize  in  this  type  of  work.  His  father 
was  James  Whitford,  ist,  who  came  to  Staten  Island 
and  became  associated  as  architect  for  Sailors’  Snug 
Harbor,  and  his  mother  was  Sarah  (Wheeler)  Whit¬ 
ford,  both  parents  being  of  English  birth. 

Edgar  K.  Whitford,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  November  5,  1868,  and  there  as  a  boy  attended 
the  public  schools.  When  he  completed  his  education 
he  became  associated  with  his  father,  thus  learning 
many  problems  of  architecture  and  construction  in  his 
early  youth.  He  has  continued  in  this  same  line  of 
work  up  to  the  present  time,  his  headquarters  now 
being  located  at  No.  1457  Castleton  Avenue,  Port 
Richmond.  Mr.  Whitford  has  become  one  of  the 
well-known  factors  in  the  development  of  Staten 
Island,  especially  in  the  Port  Richmond  section  where 
his  office  is  located.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  his  opinions  relating  to  matters  of 
home  and  office  building  are  sought  by  a  large 
clientele. 

Mr.  Whitford’s  wife,  Anna  Poole  Beckwith,  was 
a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Maria  (Waller)  Beck¬ 
with.  Her  family  was  descended  from  Governor 
Winthrop  of  Massachusetts  and  was  one  of  the  old 
American  families  which  for  over  a  period  of  several 
generations  have  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  his¬ 
tory  and  progress  of  our  country.  Mr.  Whitford’s 
marriage  to  Annie  Poole  Beckwith,  who  died  in  1919, 
occurred  on  June  7,  1893,  and  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children:  1.  Sylvia  Alice,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  Abbott  Brainard,  of  St.  George.  2.  Edward 
Knight,  Jr.,  of  further  mention.  3.  Laura  Louise, 
now  Mrs.  Richard  E.  Nellis  of  Port  Richmond.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nellis  have  two  children,  Doris  W.  and 
Richard  E.,  Jr. 

Edgar  Knight  Whitford,  Jr.,  was  born  March  28, 
1901,  in  Port  Richmond.  He  received  his  education 
in  Public  School  No.  20,  and  at  Stuyvesant  High 
School  in  New  York.  In  1918  he  joined  the  United 
States  Army,  going  with  the  54th  Division  of  Pioneer 
Infantry.  After  the  World  War  he  returned  to 
Staten  Island  and  has  been  associated  with  his  father, 
since  that  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order 
of  United  American  Mechanics  and  belongs  to  the 
American  Legion. 

On  July  17,  1926,  Edgar  Knight  Whitford,  Jr., 
married  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  Elmore  and  Mary 
(Hammond)  Smith,  of  West  Brighton,  and  they 
reside  at  No.  28  Maine  Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


JOHN  L.  HALLORAN  — From  taking  an  interest 
in  horses  while  in  the  employ  of  his  father,  early  led 
John  L.  Halloran  into  a  profession  in  which  he  has 
been  a  faithful  friend  of  the  equine  world,  as  well  as  a 
credit  to  the  veterinarian  talent  of  Staten  Island. 

John  L.  Halloran  was  born  in  Stapleton,  October 
9,  1878,  the  son  of  Michael  and  Annie  (Kane)  Hal¬ 
loran,  both  natives  of  Ireland  who  came  to  the  United 
States  some  years  before  his  birth,  bringing  with 
them  four  elder  children.  Two  of  these,  Thomas  and 
David,  are  deceased,  while  the  daughters,  Catherine 
is  the  widow  of  William  Baezler,  and  Julia  the  wife 


of  Alfred  Baezler,  a  marine  captain.  The  Halloran 
family  first  settled  in  Williamsburg,  New  York,  but 
soon  removed  to  Staten  Island,  where  they  established 
themselves  in  Stapleton,  the  elder  Halloran  setting  up 
a  blacksmith  shop  there. 

John  L.  Halloran’s  preliminary  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  public  schools  of  Staten  Island  and  at 
Westerleigh  Institute.  For  some  time  after  his  grad¬ 
uation  he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  black¬ 
smith  business,  but  his  great  interest  in  horses  decided 
him  upon  another  career.  The  veterinary  course  that 
fitted  him  for  the  practice  of  that  profession  was  ob¬ 
tained  at  the  Chicago  College  of  Veterinary  Surgery, 
where  he  received  his  D.  V.  M.  certificate.  He  opened 
his  first  veterinarian  hospital  in  Stapleton  in  1905, 
devoting  himself  at  the  beginning  to  the  treatment  of 
horses  exclusively,  later  practicing  in  the  care  of  farm 
cattle  and  domestic  animals.  His  success  has  been 
substantial  and  he  has  become  widely  known  through¬ 
out  the  Island  for  his  ability  and  skill  in  his  profes¬ 
sion.  His  hospital  is  located  at  No.  97  Broad  Street, 
Stapleton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Immaculate  As¬ 
sumption,  the  Holy  Name  Society,  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  American  Veterinary  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  New  York  State  Veterinary  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  New  York  City  Veterinary  Associa¬ 
tion. 

John  L.  Halloran  married,  in  1905,  Carrie  Rem- 
ether,  of  Stapleton,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Louise 
(Bowman)  Remether,  both  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Halloran  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Mary,  edu¬ 
cated  at  St.  Joseph’s  College;  Alice,  who  also  received 
a  collegiate  training;  John,  a  graduate  of  Augustine 
College;  Louise  and  Michael,  both  attending  school. 
Mrs.  Halloran  has  likewise  been  active  in  the  life  of 
the  community,  being  affiliated  with  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital  Auxiliary,  and  other  interests.  ' 


JOHN  ROBERT  FURLONG— Perhaps  nothing 
has  contributed  so  much  to  the  prosperity  and  pleas¬ 
ure  of  the  people  of  the  country  as  the  automobile, 
and  keeping  pace  with  its  mechanical  development 
have  been  the  service  and  accessory  stations,  and 
garages,  so  necessary  to  the  proper  operation  and  up¬ 
keep  of  the  motor  car.  Numbered  among  Staten 
Island’s  automobile  business  circles,  John  R.  Furlong 
of  West  New  Brighton,  has  been  the  proprietor  of  a 
successful  venture  which  he  started  several  years  ago, 
giving  to  the  people  of  this  vicinity  a  service  of  the 
highest  quality  and  ability  in  the  way  of  mechanical 
skill  and  dependable  accessories  used  in  the  trade. 
Mr.  Furlong  has  been  a  resident  of  this  Island  since 
1919  and  has  maintained  a  deep  interest  in  civic  activi¬ 
ties,  adding  greatly  to  the  spirit  of  municipal  prog¬ 
ress  through  this  modern,  efficient  establishment, 
where  he  is  agent  for  Gulf  gasoline,  tires,  tubes,  and 
supplies,  and  sole  distributor  for  Stromberg  carbure¬ 
tors  and  Pines  Automatic  Winter-front. 

Mr.  Furlong  was  born  in  Astoria,  Long  Island, 
May  27,  1891,  son  of  James  Furlong,  deceased,  and 
Alice  (Sheridan)  Furlong,  who  survives  her  husband. 
His  father  was  born  in  Virginia,  son  of  James  Minor 
Furlong,  also  of  that  State,  and  he  removed  to  New 
York  City  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  in  time  succeeding 
as  a  prominent  contractor  in  Astoria,  Long  Island. 
Mrs.  Alice  (Sheridan)  Furlong  is  a  native  of  Johns¬ 
town,  Pennsylvania,  where  her  family  are  well  known. 

John  R.  Furlong  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  birthplace,  and  after  courses  at  high  school 
entered  upon  his  business  career  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
He  became  associated  with  his  older  brother  in  the 
restaurant  business  at  the  Battery  terminal  of  the 
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Staten  Island  ferry,  where  the  latter  had  been  in 
business  as  proprietor  of  the  enterprise  for  fifteen 
years.  Desiring  to  engage  in  business  independently, 
Mr.  Furlong,  seeing  possibilities  in  West  New 
Brighton  where  he  had  been  a  resident  for  several 
years,  opened  his  present  garage  and  service  station, 
June  15,  1924,  attracting  a  high  class  of  patronage  by 
reason  of  the  courteous  and  expert  service.  In  fra¬ 
ternal  organizations  of  the  vicinity,  Mr.  Furlong  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  His  zeal  for  civic 
advance  finds  expression  in  his  active  membership  in 
the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  His  religious  adherence  is  given  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  as  a  member  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  Parish. 

John  R.  Furlong  married,  in  April,  1916,  Agnes 
Maguire,  of  the  Flatbush  section  of  Brooklyn,  and 
to  this  union  six  children  were  born:  Agnes,  Grace, 
Ethel,  all  of  whom  attend  Notre  Dame  School,  and 
James,  Joseph,  and  William.  Mr.  Furlong’s  business 
is  located  at  No.  217  Dongan  Street,  corner  of  Carey 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


CHARLES  H.  BARDES — Of  a  family  long  resi¬ 
dent  on  the  Island,  the  late  Charles  H.  Bardes  took 
an  unfailing  interest  in  the  community,  for  he  was 
possessed  of  a  devout  spirit  and  is  remembered  as  a 
man  of  considerable  aptitude  and  initiative.  Hard  and 
conscientious  work  at  the  occupations  he  engaged  in, 
marked  his  entire  career.  His  birth  occurred  in  Rose- 
bank,  December  8,  1882,  his  parents  being  Frederick 
J.  and  Philipina  (Schlamp)  Bardes.  He  was  one  of 
a  family  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter. 

The  education  of  Charles  H.  Bardes  was  obtained 
at  Public  School  No.  13,  in  his  native  district  from 
which  he  summarily  was  graduated.  He  then  entered 
the  employment  of  his  grandfather,  who  conducted  a 
meat  provision  and  general  market  on  Bay  Street, 
where  he  remained  a  few  years.  He  next  took  up 
carpentry  for  a  time  but  not  caring  for  this  occupa¬ 
tion  he  obtained,  in  1910,  a  position  with  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  In  five  years  he  had  by 
dint  of  industry  and  patience  become  elevated  to  the 
position  of  passenger  conductor  and  was  regarded  a 
loyal  employee  of  the  Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit 
Company,  part  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
system.  He  remained  in  this  service  until  his  death 
on  April  22,  1925,  and  was  buried  in  Moravian  Cem¬ 
etery. 

Mr.  Bardes  married,  September  1,  1907,  Elizabeth 
V.  Kelly,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Anna  M.  (Carroll) 
Kelly  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  To  this  union  six 
children  were  born  as  follows:  x.  Mary  P.,  born  May 
11,  1908.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Gray,  of  Cas- 
tleton  Corners.  2.  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  born  November 
14,  1909.  3.  Frederick  J.,  born  March  3,  1911.  4. 

Anna  E.,  born  May  3,  1913,  died  young.  5.  John  J., 
born  June  24,  1915.  6.  Eugene,  born  September  8, 
1917.  All  were  educated  in  the  local  schools.  The 
family  attend  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Rosebank.  Mrs. 
Bardes  resides  at  No.  18  Rosebank  Avenue,  Rosebank. 


CHARLES  H.  HUNSDORFER,  JR.— In  the 

general  advancement  of  West  New  Brighton  there 
has  been  no  more  active  factor  and  well-wisher 
than  the  one  whose  name  heads  this  review.  Mr. 
Hunsdorfer  has  long  been  associated  with  the  prog¬ 
ress  and  growth  of  this  section  of  the  island.  Highly 
regarded,  he  has  well  merited  the  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  occasion  to  come  in  contact  in  the 


fulfillment  of  his  duties  as  a  business  man  and  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

Mr.  Hunsdorfer  is  a  product  of  the  island,  his 
birth  having  taken  place  on  April  13,  1880,  at  Fort 
Wadsworth,  son  of  Charles  H.  Hunsdorfer,  Sr.,  who 
was  born  in  Germany  July  6,  1849,  and  came  to  this 
country  in  young  manhood.  Our  subject’s  mother, 
before  her  marriage,  was  Catherine  Schlamp,  born 
October  3,  1859,  on  Staten  Island,  at  Rosebank.  Mr. 
Hunsdorfer,  Jr.,  has  one  brother  and  four  sisters  as 
follows:  1.  Catherine,  who  married  Fred  M.  Eichorn 
of  Brooklyn.  2.  Charlotte  M.,  married  Alfred  Mals- 
bury  of  Castleton  Corners,  and  they  have  five  chil¬ 
dren.  3.  Henrietta,  married  Frank  Kaiser  of  West 
New  Brighton  and  they  have  three  children.  4.  Ger¬ 
trude,  who  married  Rev.  H.  B.  Dickert,  they  reside 
in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  have  one  child.  The 
brother  of  Mr.  Hunsdorfer  is  Ferdinand,  and  he 
resides  in  Albany,  New  York. 

Mr.  Hunsdorfer  attended  West  New  Brighton  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  where  his  parents  had  removed  when  he 
was  eight  years  old.  At  the  age  of  twelve,  he  went 
to  work  for  Barrett-Nephews  and  Company,  the  old 
Staten  Island  dyeing  establishment.  Later  he  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store;  and  thus 
continued  until  1894,  when  he  became  an  apprentice 
in  the  plumbing  and  heating  trade.  So  adept  did  he 
become  at  this  work  that  four  years  later,  at  eighteert 
j^ears  of  age,  he  was  receiving  the  highest  wages  then 
paid  to  those  engaged  in  such  occupation.  It  was 
about  this  time  that  he  established  a  hardware  store 
at  the  corner  of  Forest  and  Jewett  avenues,  West 
New  Brighton,  and  his  direction  of  its  affairs  was 
rewarded  with  deserved  success.  In  conjunction  with 
this  establishment,  Mr.  Hunsdorfer  also  founded  a 
successful  plumbing  business,  both  of  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  until  1925.  He  disposed  of  the  hardware  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  year  so  that  he  might  devote  his  entire 
time  to  the  latter.  Mr.  Hunsdorfer  is  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  Westerleigh  Building,  Loan  and  Sav¬ 
ings  Association  and  has  labored  earnestly  to  make 
the  financial  standing  of  that  organization  an  excel¬ 
lent  one.  He  has  held  the  post  of  treasurer  since 
January  4,  1927  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  since  1923. 

Mr.  Hunsdorfer  is  a  member  of  the  Master  Plumb¬ 
ers’  Association;  and  fraternally,  is  affiliated  with 
Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar;  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  reli¬ 
gious  fellowship  is  with  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church, 
and  he  is  now  chairman  of  its  board  of  trustees,  and 
a  member  of  the  governing  body. 

Mr.  Hunsdorfer  married,  June  20,  1905,  Barbara 
E.  Miller,  of  New  York  City,  daughter  of  Louis  and 
Elizabeth  Miller.  Their  children  are:  C.  H.  Huns¬ 
dorfer,  3d,  who  attended  Curtis  High  School,  and  is 
now  associated  with  his  father;  Lloyd  Robert,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Wagner  College;  Ruth  Catharine,  who  is  in 
the  elementary  grades  in  public  school. 

Mr.  Hunsdorfer’s  main  hobby  is  gardening  and  his 
leisure  hours  are  spent  in  caring  for  his  flowers.  Mrs. 
Hunsdorfer  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star. 


FRED  FREDERICKS — Proprietor  and  owner  of 
Fredericks  Garage,  Stapleton,  Mr.  Fredericks  is  one 
of  the  younger  business  men  of  this  community, 
actively  concerned  in  movements  for  its  general  welfare 
and  well  identified  in  fraternal  and  social  circles.  He 
was  born  in  Rosebank,  January  23,  1891,  son  of  Fred 
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and  Charlotte  Fredericks,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
Germany  and  subsequent  residents  of  Stapleton.  Fred 
Fredericks,  Sr.,  was  for  a  number  of  years  engaged 
as  an  operator  of  a  trucking  firm. 

Fred  Fredericks,  Jr.,  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Rosebank,  and  after  experiences  in  several  branches 
of  commerce,  took  a  position  in  the  automobile  repair 
business,  where  his  natural  bent  for  machinery,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  intelligence  and  application,  quickly 
made  of  him  a  master  mechanic.  He  worked  for  a 
number  of  motor  car  establishments  and  established 
himself  in  business  independently  in  1925,  when  he 
was  thirty-four  years  of  age  and  possessed  of  an 
ample  experience  not  only  in  machinery  but  in  methods 
of  commerce  therein.  From  its  inception  his  garage 
has  prospered,  and  already,  during  the  comparatively 
brief  time  it  has  existed,  it  flourished  so  that  he  has 
received  substantial  offers  for  the  sale  of  the  business. 
While  he  is  occupied  with  the  managership  of  this 
enterprise,  he  also  takes  part  in  the  general  affairs  of 
Stapleton.  In  the  community  he  is  a  well-known  fig¬ 
ure  and  supports  projects  of  a  worthy  nature.  Polit¬ 
ically,  he  holds  some  influence  in  the  circles  in  which 
he  moves,  and  exerts  it  quietly,  without  fanfare,  to¬ 
wards  the  best  interests  of  the  district  at  large.  Mr. 
Fredericks  is  ever  ready,  contributing  substantially, 
regardless  of  race  or  creed. 

In  December,  1917,  Mr.  Fredericks  enlisted  in  the 
cause  of  his  country  for  duty  in  the  World  War. 
First,  in  recognition  of  his  mechanical  ability,  he  was 
put  in  the  motor  transportation  service,  then,  at  his 
request  and  upon  proof  of  marked  skill  in  engines, 
was  transferred  to  the  air  service.  For  three  weeks 
he  was  stationed  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas; 
for  a  month  at  Camp  Havelock,  in  Georgia;  then  at 
Camp  Merritt,  New  Jersey,  and  other  camps.  On 
March  4,  1918,  he  embarked  for  France,  aboard  the 
“Leviathan,”  with  the  2d  Regiment  of  the  Air  Serv¬ 
ice,  Company  16.  The  giant  liner  transport  was  met 
later  off  the  Irish  coast  by  a  large  convoy,  and  made 
port  at  Le  Havre  without  mishap;  then,  for  a  week, 
Mr.  Fredericks  was  held  with  his  comrades  in  this  port 
city,  proceeding  to  Mailly  and  into  active  service  at 
the  front.  In  all,  up  until  his  honorable  discharge 
after  the  Armistice,  he  served  the  United  States  twen¬ 
ty-three  months,  with  courage  and  distinction. 

Mr.  Fredericks  was  united  in  marriage  with  Rose 
O’Brien,  of  Stapleton,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rose 
O’Brien,  residents  of  Stapleton.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children:  Fred,  3d,  Young,  and 
Thomas. 


PAUL  THEODORE  COHEN,  D.  D.  S.— Num¬ 
bered  among  the  younger  professional  men  of  Staten 
Island  and  allied  with  all  constructive  enterprises  of 
a  community  character,  Dr.  Cohen,  since  he  began 
the  practice  of  dentistry  here  several  years  ago,  has 
become  well  known  in  Stapleton  and  the  adjacent 
district.  By  his  confreres  in  dentistry  he  is  regarded 
for  his  talents  and  within  those  circles  he  has  a  num¬ 
ber  of  associations. 

Dr.  Cohen  was  born  on  Long  Island,  the  son  of 
William  and  Ida  (Levant)  Cohen.  The  elder  Cohens 
are  the  parents  of  two  other  children,  Isadore  and 
Frieda,  who,  like  Dr.  Cohen,  have  reached  maturity 
and  occupy  substantial  places  in  their  community. 

Paul  T.  Cohen  began  his  education  in  the  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  birth,  and 
after  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  Staten  Island,  he 
continued  at  Public  School  No.  14,  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Curtis  High  School.  He  matriculated  at 
Columbia  University,  and  in  1922  was  graduated 


from  the  Columbia  Dental  School  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  Immediately  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  connection  with  the  Northeastern  Dental  Dis¬ 
pensary,  in  Fifty-ninth  Street,  Manhattan,  and  re¬ 
mained  here  until  1923,  when  he  began  practice  inde¬ 
pendently,  on  Staten  Island.  In  Stapleton  he  is  active 
in  professional  and  communal  directions  and  is  fra¬ 
ternally  affiliated  with  several  organizations,  includ¬ 
ing  Lodge  No.  841,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  Foresters  of  America,  and  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Dental  Society. 

Dr.  Cohen  maintains  his  dental  offices  at  No.  172 
Broad  Street  and  resides  at  No.  309  Vanderbilt  Ave¬ 
nue,  Stapleton. 


PETER  ANTHONY  GARZETTA— One  of  the 

most  promising  young  men  in  the  business  life  of 
Staten  Island  is  Peter  Anthony  Garzetta  of  Mariners 
Harbor,  who  conducts  the  flourishing  pharmacy  at 
Richmond  Terrace  and  Union  Avenue,  having  pur¬ 
chased  the  business  in  July,  1927,  which  is  located  on 
the  finest  business  corner  in  the  town,  having  been 
established  there  more  than  fifty  years  ago — the  oldest 
drug  store  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Garzetta  deserves 
great  commendation  for  his  ambition  and  ceaseless 
energy  which  have  brought  him,  by  his  own  efforts 
entirely,  to  his  present  position  as  a  leader  in  his  pro¬ 
fession. 

Mr.  Garzetta  was  born  at  No.  79  Osgood  Avenue, 
Stapleton,  January  16,  1906,  son  of  Saverio  Francis 
and  Lucia  (Sammartino)  Garzetta,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Gambatesa,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy.  Saverio  Francis  Garzetta  comes  of  a  promi¬ 
nent  family  of  the  Italian  nobility,  his  father  being  a 
prince  and  his  family  operated  an  important  inn  and  a 
large  mercantile  business.  As  a  youth,  he  learned  the 
trade  of  barbering  in  Italy  and  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  New  York  City  in  1900.  After  one 
year,  he  removed  to  Staten  Island  where  he  has  ever 
since  continued  to  conduct  his  business  at  New  Dorp 
and  reside  at  Stapleton.  His  father  and  mother  were 
married  in  1905  and  have  the  following  children:  Peter 
Anthony,  of  whom  further;  Filomena;  Camille;  Car¬ 
mel  and  Salvatore,  who  are  twins;  Michael;  Helen; 
Clementina;  Victor,  and  Salvatore,  who  is  deceased. 

Peter  Anthony  Garzetta  received  his  early  education 
in  Stapleton  Public  School  No.  32,  and  Concord  Pub¬ 
lic  School  No.  12,  later  entering  Curtis  High  School, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1923.  During  his  high 
school  career,  he  distinguished  himself  in  various 
activities,  being  a  valuable  member  of  the  orchestra, 
member  of  the  freshman  soccer  team  and  of  the  dra¬ 
matic  society.  He  then  matriculated  at  Fordham 
University,  from  which  he  received  his  degree  of 
Graduate  of  Pharmacy  in  1926.  Returning  for 
further  study,  he  received  his  degree  of  Ph.  C.  in 
1927  and  anticipated  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
in  the  following  year.  Since  purchasing  his  present 
business,  he  has  made  a  reputation  for  his  modern  and 
efficient  business  methods  and  for  his  courteous  and 
affable  personality.  His  energy,  industry  and  will  to 
succeed  are  shown  by  the  fact  that  for  nine  years  he 
worked  as  a  barber  in  addition  to  carrying  on  his 
scholastic  studies,  and  paid  his  way  through  college 
in  this  method.  He  was  head  of  a  three-chair  shop  in 
Stapleton  and  was  also  partner  in  a  three-chair  shop 
in  Camden,  New  Jersey,  for  a  time.  Always  display¬ 
ing  a  keen  interest  in  music,  he  headed  the  Lyric  Or¬ 
chestra,  which  made  a  great  success  both  here  and  in 
New  York,  playing  at  the  celebrated  tunnel  opening 
and  for  three  consecutive  years  at  banquets  at  the 
Hotel  McAlpin,  New  York  City,  being  the  only  or- 
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chestra  which  ever  competed  with  the  Police  Band 
on  those  occasions.  Mr.  Garzetta  is  a  popular  young 
man  in  local  affairs  and  displays  a  great  interest  in 
community  advancement  and  progress.  His  hobbies 
are  touring,  poultry  raising,  golf  and  music,  in  which 
he  excels  on  violin  and  banjo,  etc. 


LOUIS  FREDERICK  KIEFER— For  almost 
two  score  years  Louis  F.  Kiefer  has  been  a  resident 
of  Staten  Island,  his  only  absence  from  here  in  that 
space  of  time  being  when  for  about  three  years  he 
located  in  Brooklyn  while  completing  his  education, 
and  a  visit  to  Germany. 

George  Kiefer,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this 
country.  George  Kiefer  (wife’s  name  unknown)  came 
from  Germany  and  entered  the  hotel  business  in  New 
York  City,  opening  the  first  French  restaurant  there, 
which  was  known  as  the  Hotel  Frascati.  His  son, 
Adam,  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  came  from  Ger¬ 
many  about  i860,  and  settled  in  Rossville,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  and  was  the  owner 
of  a  large  acreage.  The  site  of  the  Atlantic  Terra 
Cotta  Company’s  plant  was  once  owned  by  Adam 
Kiefer,  and  to  this  day  is  known  as  the  Kiefer  Estate. 
They  had  four  children:  Louis  Adam,  Elizabeth, 
George  and  Martha. 

Louis  Adam  Kiefer,  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth 
Kiefer,  was  born  in  France  in  1861,  while  his  par¬ 
ents  were  there  on  a  visit.  He  received  his  elemen¬ 
tary  education  on  Staten  Island  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business.  He  owned  the  Riverside  Cottage 
Hotel  at  Tottenville,  and  for  a  time  was  steward  of 
the  Atlantic  Yacht  Club  in  Brooklyn.  He  also  had 
charge  of  the  Marine  and  Field  Club  of  Bensonhurst, 
Long  Island,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  steward 
of  the  Lincoln  Qub  at  Nos.  63-67  Putnam  Avenue, 
Brooklyn.  Louis  Adam  and  Bertha  D.  Kiefer  had 
four  children:  George,  associated  with  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Writing  Machine  Company;  Louis  Frederick, 
of  whom  further;  Elizabeth,  married  Richard  Car- 
foot;  and  Lawrence,  engaged  in  the  automobile  busi¬ 
ness. 

Louis  Frederick  Kiefer  was  born  in  Manhattan, 
June  3,  1884,  and  later  obtained  his  early  education 
in  a  little  one-room  schoolhouse  in  Richmond  Valley, 
and  public  school  at  Tottenville,  to  which  he  added  a 
three  years’  course  in  the  Bedford  Avenue  School, 
of  Brooklyn.  When  his  education  was  completed, 
Mr.  Kiefer  went  into  the  carpenter  business  with 
Andrew  Abrams  (q.  v.)  This  was  about  1900,  and 
after  three  years  with  Mr.  Abrams  he  went  to  Ger¬ 
many,  where  he  studied  architecture  at  the  Heidel- 
burg  University  for  two  years.  He  lived  there  with 
an  uncle,  owner  of  an  extensive  cigar  manufacturing 
plant  in  that  country.  On  his  return  to  this  country 
he  went  into  business  for  himself  in  Tottenville  as 
a  contractor  and  builder,  in  which  line  he  has  since 
built  up  for  himself  an  extensive  and  remunerative 
connection.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Kiefer 
had  charge  of  the  Tottenville  Shipyard  Company. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  of 
Richmond,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Tall 
Cedars  of  Lebanon,  Lodge  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Acquehonga  Athletic  Qub.  His  religious  affil¬ 
iations  are  with  St.  Stephens  Church,  Tottenville. 

Mr.  Kiefer  married  Lillian  S.  Whitworth,  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Snyder)  Whitworth,  of  Perth 
Amboy,  and  their  children  are  as  follows:  1.  Carloa, 
a  graduate  of  Tottenville  public  and  high  schools, 
who  took  a  course  at  the  Washington  Irving  High 


School  in  art,  and  is  now  with  the  Charbonnet  Art 
Company,  at  Annandale.  2.  Dorothy,  a  graduate  of 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  Tottenville,  now  with 
the  Edison  Corporation  of  Staten  Island.  3.  Helen, 
a  pupil  in  Public  School  No.  1,  Tottenville. 


WALTER  JOHN  BARNES — For  almost  twenty- 
five  years  Mr.  Barnes  has  been  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  Government  in  the  Post  Office  Depart¬ 
ment.  He  was  born  on  March  5,  1891,  in  Jersey 
Street,  New  Brighton,  son  of  James  J.  and  Margaret 
(Blaine)  Barnes.  His  father  was  a  tinsmith  in  busi¬ 
ness  life  and  a  member  of  the  local  fire  company,  pass¬ 
ing  away  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  the  old  New 
Brighton  Pavilion,  when  his  son  was  only  two  weeks 
old.  His  mother  came  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family, 
being  the  daughter  of  William  Blaine,  one  of  the 
early  dairymen  on  the  Island,  and  connected  with  the 
family  of  James  G.  Blaine,  a  name  historic  in  the 
political  life  of  our  country.  In  1895,  his  widowed 
mother  married  James  J.  McBreen,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  on  Richmond  Terrace,  New 
Brighton.  Mr.  Barnes  first  attended  Public  School 
No.  17,  in  this  district,  and  completed  his  grammar 
school  studies  at  St.  Peter’s  Parochial  School.  After 
this  he  studied  in  St.  Peter’s  High  School,  leaving 
the  latter  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 

Taking  up  the  serious  work  of  life,  he  became  a 
special  delivery  messenger  for  the  post  office,  continu¬ 
ing  this  service  for  three  years.  He  then  took  a  civil 
service  examination  and,  being  successful  in  this  ef¬ 
fort,  was  appointed  post  office  clerk  at  New  Brighton 
under  Postmaster  Thomas  Braneth.  After  four  years 
in  this  position  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  administra¬ 
tion.  When  the  post  offices  of  Staten  Island  were 
consolidated  he  was  made  a  special  clerk  under  Mr. 
F.  D.  Driscoll,  coming  from  a  position  of  clerkship 
under  Postmaster  William  H.  Sullivan,  in  the  divis¬ 
ional  office  at  New  Brighton.  He  was  retained  in 
this  position  when  Mr.  Frank  Foggin  assumed  the 
postmastership.  On  March  13,  1922,  Mr.  Barnes’ 
demonstrated  ability  and  years  of  service  were  re¬ 
warded  by  his  appointment  to  the  superintendency  of 
the  West  New  Brighton  Station. 

Musically  inclined,  Mr.  Barnes  in  former  years 
was  an  amateur  minstrel.  He  is  likewise  an  expert 
bowler,  the  spirit  of  the  game  having  also  run  in  the 
family,  for  he  has  a  brother  James  J.  who  has  led 
locally  in  a  league,  and  another  brother  George  J., 
who  is  the  champion  of  the  Manhattan  League.  There 
are  two  half-brothers:  Edwin  McBreen,  an  engineer 
at  Borough  Hall,  St.  George,  and  Joseph  McBreen,  a 
member  of  the  police  department  in  New  York  City; 
also  two  sisters,  Margaret  Barnes  and  Mrs.  Mary 
(McBreen)  Lynch. 

On  June  27,  1914,  Walter  J.  Barnes  married  Regina 
Sullivan,  daughter  of  the  late  Daniel  T.  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Detton)  Sullivan,  both  of  Irish  nativity.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  a  daughter  Miriam  has  been 
born,  who  is  a  talented  singer,  radio  artist  and  dancer. 


JAMES  I.  FAGAN  — In  relation  to  real  estate 
activities  in  Manhattan  and  prominent  as  a  realty  ap¬ 
praiser,  Mr.  Fagan  is  known  throughout  the  metro¬ 
politan  district  for  his  efficiency  and  judgment  in  this 
profession.  In  addition  to  being  well  known  in  New 
York,  he  has  also  a  wide  acquaintance  on  Staten 
Island. 

He  was  born  in  South  Amboy,  New  Jersey,  May 
10,  1872,  son  of  James  C.  and  Mary  (Gallagher) 
Fagan,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  His 
father  came  to  the  United  States  a  few  years  prior 
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to  the  Civil  War,  located  first  in  New  York  City, 
and  about  1863  removed  to  South  Amboy.  Here  he 
continued  the  wholesale  business  that  he  had  started 
in  the  metropolis  and  in  time  opened  a  large  retail 
grocery  business. 

James  I.  Fagan  was  educated  in  the  parochial  and 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which  he 
studied  at  St.  Francis  Xavier’s  College  in  New  York 
City.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  education,  he  ap¬ 
plied  himself  to  the  study  of  land  titles  and  realty 
transfers  in  the  offices  of  Hon.  Charles  deTownsend, 
who  was  then  Surrogate  of  Queens  County.  He 
continued  with  Judge  deTownsend  until  1895,  then  be¬ 
came  otherwise  engaged  until  he  formed  an  associa¬ 
tion  with  the  late  Hon.  Calvin  D.  Van  Name  (q.  v.), 
eminent  member  of  the  New  York  bar  and  one  time 
president  of  the  borough  of  Richmond.  In  January, 
1908,  Mr.  Fagan  began  his  present  work  in  Manhattan 
with  Melvin  L.  Decker  also  of  Staten  Island,  and 
has  continued  with  success  in  his  chosen  calling,  that 
of  real  estate  appraisals  and  allied  work.  His  offices 
are  at  No.  149  Broadway,  and  for  some  time  he  was  a 
resident  on  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Fagan  married,  May  5,  1907,  Emma  Howie,  a 
biography  of  whom  accompanies  this.  He  has  a 
daughter,  Evelyn,  and  two  stepsons,  Ernest  and  Wal¬ 
ter  A.  Fagan,  a  sketch  of  the  latter  accompanying  this. 


EMMA  (HOWLE)  FAGAN— A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  success  which  the  modern  woman  can 
achieve  in  the  business  world,  the  literary  realm  or 
the  political  sphere,  is  found  in  the  career  of  Mrs. 
Emma  (Howie)  Fagan,  of  St.  George,  who  is  not 
only  prominent  in  all  these  endeavors  but  is  also  a 
leading  figure  in  the  civic  and  social  life  of  her  own 
community,  particularly  the  woman’s  division  of  the 
regular  Democratic  organization  of  Richmond  County. 
Mrs.  Fagan  is  a  factor  in  real  estate  circles  on  Staten 
Island,  having  established  and  managed  an  apartment 
house  in  West  New  Brighton  in  1917,  her  family 
residence  at  that  time  situated  on  Potter  Avenue,  and 
during  the  same  year  and  for  twelve  successive  years 
has  conducted  nine  or  ten  modern  apartment  build¬ 
ings,  located  in  New  Brighton,  New  Dorp,  Rosebank, 
Stapleton,  Tompkinsville,  West  New  Brighton,  and 
St  George,  operating  all  these  enterprises  with  marked 
success,  receiving  nothing  but  commendation  and  ap¬ 
proval  from  the  tenants  of  all.  She  possesses  great 
executive  ability  and  a  keen,  intuitive  sense  of  financial 
affairs  which  she  has  ever  continued  to  display  in  her 
efficient  business  management. 

Mrs.  Fagan  was  born  in  Connecticut,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Howie,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mil¬ 
lie  (Guyette)  Howie,  who  was  born  in  Quebec,  Can¬ 
ada.  Her  parents  settled  in  the  United  States  about 
1865,  shortly  after  their  marriage.  Emma  (Howie) 
Fagan  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Connecticut,  and 
since  coming  to  Staten  Island  has  exerted  consider¬ 
able  influence  in  Democratic  political  circles,  while 
she  also  manufactures  and  directs  the  distribution  of 
a  remarkable  healing  salve  called  Grandma’s  Salve, 
which  has  achieved  an  immense  sale,  and  is  demanded 
all  over  the  country,  the  formula  for  which  has  been  in 
the  family  for  over  a  hundred  years,  having  been  left 
her  by  her  mother  before  the  latter’s  death  in  1916. 
This  product  is  a  specific  for  rheumatism,  blood  pois¬ 
oning  and  other  distressing  ailments.  Mrs.  Fagan  has 
attained  considerable  success  in  the  literary  world  as 
the  writer  of  motion-picture  scenarios,  which  the 
critics  have  praised  greatly,  and  has  two  copyright 
certificates  from  the  Registrar  at  Washington  for  her 
plays:  “Her  Mother’s  Footsteps,”  and  “Getting 


Ready.”  In  social  organizations  she  is  an  outstand¬ 
ing  member  of  the  Catholic  Daughters  of  America, 
being  foremost  in  the  councils  of  Court  Eileen  of  this 
order.  At  present  she  is  a  member  of  Life  as  a  Fine 
Art  Club,  of  New  York  City.  During  the  World 
War  she  was  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  service  of 
the  country,  giving  her  time  and  support  without 
thought  of  self  to  the  Red  Cross  and  allied  branches, 
while  every  Liberty  Loan  drive  and  similar  crusades 
found  her  in  the  lead,  encouraging  others  by  her  ex¬ 
ample  and  generously  aiding  by  her  personal  contri¬ 
butions.  For  her  interest  in  all  these  activities  she 
was  most  highly  commended  by  Mayor  Hylan  of 
New  York  City. 

Emma  Howie  married,  May  5,  1907,  James  Igna¬ 
tius  Fagan  (see  accompanying  sketch),  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  daughters:  1.  Evelyn,  who  is 
especially  talented  in  painting  and  sculpture  and  an 
artist  of  true  ability.  She  has  also  displayed  much 
talent  as  a  story  writer,  and  has  received  favorable 
comments  by  well  known  critics.  She  attended  Cur¬ 
tis  High  School  and  Cooper  Institute.  She  married, 
January  7,  1927,  Edward  Gianna,  of  West  New 
Brighton,  Staten  Island,  a  dancing  master,  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Anita  May,  born  November  3,  1929. 
2.  Vivian,  born  November  29,  1910,  died  February  7, 
I9I3- 

Mrs.  Fagan  had  five  children  by  a  former  marriage, 
three  having  died  in  infancy:  3.  Henry,  deceased.  4. 
Alfred  W.,  deceased.  5.  Mabel  Josephine,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  15,  1893,  married,  August  30,  1910,  Charles  A. 
McQuestion,  of  New  York  City.  She  died  February 
14,  1917,  leaving  four  children  to  the  care  of  their 
grandmother,  two  of  whom  died  shortly  after  the 
death  of  their  mother.  The  eldest,  Mildred,  born  June 
22,  1911,  married,  April  9,  1927,  Samuel  Ripley,  of 
West  Brighton,  and  they  have  a  son,  Lewis  Charles, 
bom  at  West  Brighton,  August  25,  1930.  A  son, 
George  Washington,  born  February  21,  1913,  died  in 
a  New  York  City  hospital  in  1926,  at  the  age  of  thir¬ 
teen  years.  6.  Ernest  Harry,  born  January  16,  1895, 
at  Wallingford,  Connecticut;  was  educated  in  the 
Wallingford  and  New  York  City  schools  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  tile  business  at  Bridgeport,  having  at¬ 
tained  considerable  success  in  that  industry;  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  McQuestion,  of  New  York  City,  a  sister 
of  Charles  McQuestion  who  married  Mabel,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Vivian  and  Elizabeth.  7.  Walter 
Arthur,  a  biography  of  whom  accompanies  this.  8. 
George  D. 


WALTER  ARTHUR  FAGAN— The  son  of  Mrs. 
Emma  (Howie)  Fagan,  he,  in  1916,  came  to  Staten 
Island  and  for  a  time  was  engaged  here  in  the  deco¬ 
rating  business  which  is  his  essential  occupation. 

Mr.  Fagan  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Connecticut, 
April  22,  1897,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  town  and  in  Derby,  Connecticut,  later 
studying  in  New  York  City.  After  the  completion  of 
his  formal  education,  he  entered  a  mercantile  business 
in  the  Bronx  but  shortly  after  decided  to  learn  the 
decorating  business.  Becoming  proficient  in  this  en¬ 
deavor,  he  came  to  Staten  Island  where  he  received 
commendation  for  his  work.  As  a  master  painter,  he 
is  able  to  supervise  and  direct  in  such  assignments  that 
secure  finest  results,  and  specimens  of  his  work  are 
to  be  found  in  a  number  of  homes  and  buildings  of 
this  vicinity.  Mr.  Fagan  continued  his  studies,  being 
a  constant  student,  and  in  the  meantime  had  taken  a 
course  of  management  at  Alexander  Hamilton  Insti¬ 
tute.  He  served  for  three  months  in  the  United 
States  Army  during  the  World  War,  being  stationed 
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at  Camp  Gordon,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  but  was  mustered 
out  on  account  of  physical  disability. 

Walter  A.  Fagan  married  Evelyn  Bonis  Wilson,  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  daughter  of  Frederick  J. 
Bonis,  her  father  one  time  being  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  in  Boston  and  latterly  a  prominent  insurance 
broker  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Fagan  was  educated  in 
her  native  city  and  is  an  accomplished  pianist.  Mrs. 
Fagan  has  two  children,  Beverly,  born  in  1914, 
and  Glen,  born  in  1921,  by  a  former  marriage. 


XAVIER  KIRCHOFFER— A  former  resident 
of  Alsace  and  a  World  War  veteran  who  made  a 
comprehensive  study  of  tree  surgery  in  his  native 
land  in  order  that  he  might  come  to  the  United  States 
to  practice  his  vocation,  is  the  one  whose  name  heads 
this  review.  Upon  arriving  he  ultimately  chose  New 
Dorp  for  the  scene  of  his  endeavor,  and  here  lives 
with  his  family  having  built  an  establishment  of  his 
own  in  this  pleasant  section. 

The  birth  of  Xavier  Kirchoffer  took  place  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1890,  in  Alsace.  His  brother  is  the  Rev.  Father 
Joseph  Kirchoffer  who  resides  in  Stapleton  and  their 
parents  were  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Barnes)  Kirch- 
offer.  The  elder  Kirchoffer  first  visited  Staten  Island 
years  ago,  and  advising  his  sons  of  the  possibilities  in 
this  country,  they  came  here. 

The  education  of  our  subject  took  place  in  the 
schools  of  Wettolsheim,  Colmar,  Alsace.  After  leav¬ 
ing  school  he  studied  landscape  work  and  gardening 
thus  learning  at  an  early  age  the  essentials  of  the 
profession  he  wished  to  follow.  He  soon  grew  to  be 
an  expert  in  tree  surgery  having  acquired  a  sound 
knowledge  of  trees,  shrubs,  evergreens  and  methods 
of  conserving  them.  For  several  years  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  nurseryman  in  France  and  during  part 
of  this  time  he  worked  for  the  French  Government. 

With  the  coming  of  the  World  War  our  subject 
joined  the  2d  Company,  3d  Regiment  Zouaves,  in  his 
native  country,  and  served  with  this  unit  throughout 
the  conflict,  and  was  in  many  engagements. 

In  1921,  Mr.  Kirchoffer  married  Clemense  Sengel 
of  Liepore,  Alsace,  France,  and  to  this  marriage  one 
child,  George,  was  born  December  7,  1922.  The 
family  journeyed  to  America  in  1923  where  our  sub¬ 
ject  felt  that  he  would  be  enabled  to  practice  his 
calling  with  greater  success. 

After  working  for  three  years  he  finally  purchased 
one  of  the  oldest  houses  on  Staten  Island  where  he 
and  his  family  reside  today.  This  residence  is  located 
at  No.  2286  Richmond  Road,  New  Dorp,  directly 
opposite  the  Moravian  Cemetery  and  here  he  also 
has  a  nursery.  Though  he  has  been  here  but  a  short 
time  he  has  established  a  modest  business  which 
speaks  well  of  his  ability  as  a  tree  surgeon,  but  the 
establishment  has  shown  every  sign  of  increasing  of 
late  and  will  become  steadily  enlarged  in  the  future 
as  the  demand  for  this  service  grows.  Though  tree 
surgery  has  been  practiced  in  this  country  for  some 
years  this  profession  in  more  recent  times  is  steadily 
increasing  with  the  growing  need  for  conservation  of 
not  only  forest  trees  but  those  in  parks,  on  privately 
owned  land  and  along  our  streets.  The  enemies  of 
the  tree  are  many  judging  from  the  innumerable 
species  of  insects,  and  the  dreaded  recurrence  of 
blights  and  other  sources  of  damage.  Mr.  Kirch¬ 
offer  realizes  that  an  enormous  amount  of  study 
coupled  with  patience  and  practical  investigation  must 
be  undergone  before  the  desecration  of  trees  can  be 
stamped  out  or  at  least  controlled.  Recently  the 
United  States  Government  has  expressed  grave  alarm 
for  the  safety  of  millions  of  acres  of  valuable  timber- 


land  and  realizes  that  “hit-or-miss”  methods  of  pro¬ 
tection  and  cutting  of  valuable  woodlands  must  be 
stopped. 

At  times  Mr.  Kirchoffer  has  employed  large  staffs 
of  men  working  on  various  projects  and  some  of  his 
most  prominent  work  is  at  Dongan  Hills  and  in 
other  residential  locations  on  the  island.  In  his  pro¬ 
fession  he  is  truly  performing  a  civic  and  patriotic 
service. 


ANDREW  GEORGE  BEUSCHER— Almost  a 
half  century  has  passed  since  the  family  of  which  Mr. 
Beuscher  is  a  representative  first  located  on  Staten 
Island,  but  from  that  time  to  the  present  its  members 
have  become  active  participants  in  civic  and  mercan¬ 
tile  endeavors  of  distinctive  merit.  Having  resided  in 
the  East  Shore  section  of  the  Island,  both  Andrew  G. 
and  Frederick  Beuscher,  his  father,  have  won  the 
high  esteem  of  their  fellow-citizens.  The  former  is 
the  owner  of  a  florist  business  in  Stapleton;  the  latter 
is  now  retired  after  successfully  managing  a  baking 
establishment  in  Tompkinsville. 

The  Beuscher  family  is  of  German  descent  and 
bearing,  native  to  Boos,  in  the  province  of  Kreuznach, 
in  that  country.  For  the  most  part,  members  of  the 
family  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  were 
known  as  industrious  and  capable  citizens.  It  was  in 
Boos  that  Frederick  Beuscher  was  born,  on  February 
11,  1863,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Godfrey)  Beus¬ 
cher.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  district,  but  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
fourteen,  he  decided  to  voyage  to  America  where  he 
felt  that  better  economic  opportunity  awaited  him. 
After  arriving  here  he  first  found  employment  in 
New  York  as  a  general  clerk.  In  1879  he  became 
employed  in  a  bakery  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  and 
thus  learned  his  trade.  In  1889  he  took  permanent 
residence  on  Staten  Island  and  founded,  in  Tompkins¬ 
ville,  a  baking  establishment  of  his  own  that  later 
gained  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  of  its  kind, 
from  the  standpoint  of  giving  continuous  service  to 
the  surrounding  community.  As  a  business  man  Mr. 
Beuscher  displayed  ample  foresight  and  executive 
ability,  his  enterprise  enjoying  an  appreciable  develop¬ 
ment  in  trade  from  year  to  year.  Not  only  did  he 
supply  a  large  number  of  Tompkinsville  homes  with 
his  bakery  products,  but  customers  from  various  parts 
of  the  Island  dealt  with  his  establishment.  In  a  pub¬ 
lication  issued  in  1893,  treating  of  representative  busi¬ 
ness  men  along  the  North  and  East  shores  of  Staten 
Island  and  the  character  of  their  various  mercantile 
endeavors,  Mr.  Beuscher’s  enterprise  received  well- 
deserved  approbation.  The  article  which  bore  directly 
on  his  shop,  read  in  part:  “Mr.  Beuscher  is  a  native 
of  Germany  and  has  steadily  and  energetically  carried 
on  his  business  since  its  inception.  The  premises  oc¬ 
cupied  and  located  at  Nos.  1  and  2  Montgomery  Ave¬ 
nue,  comprise  the  shop  and  a  well-fitted  up  bakery, 
supplied  with  every  modern  convenience,  measuring 
25  by  35  feet  in  size.  Bread,  fancy  cake  and  pies  of 
all  kinds  may  be  had  there,  and  so  popular  are  Mr. 
Beuscher’s  productions  with  the  public,  that  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  three  competent  assistants  is  required  to 
meet  with  the  brisk  and  increasing  demand  of  the 
large  retail  trade  transacted.  The  goods  coming  from 
this  bakery  are  made  by  skilled  hands  from  selected 
material,  and  every  detail  of  their  manufacture  is  care¬ 
fully  attended  to.  Mr.  Beuscher  may  well  take  pride 
in-  the  reputation  his  establishment  holds,  for  it  has 
been  earned  and  will  be  maintained  in  the  future.” 

Mr.  Beuscher  retired  from  active  business  affairs  in 
1911  and  sold  his  bakery  to  Henry  Kipp,  who  con- 
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ducts  it  at  the  same  address.  Mr.  Beuscher  now  re¬ 
sides  at  16  Swan  Street,  Tompkinsville.  Apart  from 
his  mercantile  endeavors,  he  has  always  manifested  a 
sincere  interest  in  community  activities  and  in  soci¬ 
eties  organized  for  the  furtherance  of  public  pro¬ 
grams.  His  principal  devotion,  however,  has  been  to 
his  home  and  family. 

Frederick  Beuscher’s  marriage  to  Louise  Luhm  oc¬ 
curred  on  April  2,  1887,  at  Tompkinsville.  Mrs. 
Beuscher’s  family  was  also  of  old  German  stock,  com¬ 
ing  from  Saxon  Thuringin,  Germany,  where  her  birth 
occurred.  She  came  to  the  United  States  about  1883 
and  resided  for  a  time  in  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beuscher  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Henry,  both  now  deceased,  and  Andrew 
George,  of  this  review.  Mrs.  Beuscher’s  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1912  and  she  was  buried  in  Woodland  Cem¬ 
etery,  Silver  Lake. 

Andrew  G.  Beuscher  was  born  in  Tompkinsville, 
May  19,  1891,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  district.  After  the  termination 
of  his  studies  he  was  associated  for  a  number  of  years 
with  his  father  in  the  latter’s  baking  concern.  In 
1911,  however,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Joseph 
Nickel,  the  owner  of  a  florist  business  then  located 
at  No.  791  Van  Duzer  Street,  Stapleton.  The  years 
that  followed  were  marked  by  the  acquiring  of  a 
thorough  training  in  this  line  of  endeavor  coupled  with 
intensive  application  to  duty.  His  liking  for  the  flor¬ 
ist  business  increased  rapidly,  and  then  opportunity 
came  for  him  to  manage  an  establishment  of  his  own. 
In  1923  he  purchased  the  florist  business  of  Mr. 
Nickel,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  merited 
success.  From  791  Van  Duzer  Street,  his  head¬ 
quarters  were  removed,  in  October,  1926,  to  61  Beach 
Street,  opposite  the  Liberty  Theatre,  where  he  is 
located  at  the  present  writing  (1930).  Under  his 
management  the  business  has  been  considerably  broad¬ 
ened  with  the  result  that  flowers,  blooms  and  plants 
of  considerable  variety  suitable  for  all  occasions  are 
to  be  found  within  the  establishment.  His  specialty, 
however,  is  retail  floral  decorating. 

Mr.  Beuscher  is  also  active  in  affairs  of  a  profes¬ 
sional,  civic,  fraternal  and  recreational  nature.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Society  of  American  Florists, 
the  New  York  Florist  Club,  and  the  Metropolitan 
Retail  Florists’  Association  of  New  York  City.  He 
is  also  identified  with  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Staten  Island  Rotary  Club,  Great 
Kills  Lodge,  No.  912,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks;  Court  Edgewater,  Foresters 
of  America;  and  the  Steuben  Society  of  America.  His 
principal  recreation  is  yachting,  and  in  connection 
with  this  sport  he  is  a  member  and  at  present  the  com¬ 
modore  of  the  Ocean  Yacht  Club  of  Stapleton.  He  is 
also  associated  with  the  Staten  Island  Yacht  Club. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  of  Stapleton. 

Andrew  G.  Beuscher  was  married  on  April  7,  1912, 
to  Elizabeth  Kohlman,  daughter  of  the  late  George 
and  Catherine  (Fuchs)  Kohlman.  Mr.  Kohlman  was 
known  for  many  years  as  a  leading  hotelman.  His 
death  occurred  some  thirty-two  years  ago. 


LOUIS  RUDMAN  (Deceased) — Recollections 
of  a  life  well  spent  center  about  the  memory  of  Louis 
Rudman,  who  founded  many  years  ago  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  mercantile  establishments  in  Tomp¬ 
kinsville,  and  who  set  a  worthy  example  of  community 
pride  and  devotion,  endowed  as  he  was  with  a  lasting 


sense  of  duty  as  a  citizen.  A  lover  of  home  and 
family  which  meant  much  to  him,  he  was  highly 
esteemed  during  his  life  by  the  many  who  knew  him. 
Of  English  and  French  descent  and  bearing,  the  birth 
of  Louis  Rudman  occurred  in  the  City  of  New  York 
in  1859.  His  father,  later,  was  a  prominent  builder 
of  Stapleton,  whose  business  was  carried  on  by  his 
widow  after  his  death  for  several  years. 

Louis  Rudman,  following  the  completion  of.  his 
studies  which  were  pursued  in  public  and  Trinity 
schools  in  New  York,  founded  in  1877  a  hatter’s  and 
men’s  furnishing  business  in  Tompkinsville,  which  is 
now  owned  by  George  L.  Egbert.  At  the  same  time  he 
held  a  responsible  position  with  the  Hamilton  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York.  Although  his 
life’s  span  was  brief,  he,  in  his  time,  had  promise  of 
being  one  of  our  outstanding  merchants  and  citizens, 
because  of  his  ability  and  energy.  His  death  occurred 
in  1884. 

Mr.  Rudman’s  marriage  took  place  in  1881  to  Mary 
Elizabeth  Egbert,  of  a  prominent  Staten  Island  family 
whose  early  members  were  among  those  affiliated 
with  the  pioneer  development  of  this  Island.  Her 
father  was  John  William  Egbert  and  her  mother, 
Sarah  Wandal,  of  still  another  pioneer  Staten  Island 
family.  Mrs.  Rudman’s  grandparents  were  John 
William  Egbert  and  Mary  (Miller)  Egbert.  All  the 
members  of  her  father’s  family  were  buried  in 
Moravian  Cemetery,  while  those  allied  with  the  Wan¬ 
dal  family  were  buried  in  old  St.  Andrew’s  Cemetery 
at  Richmond. 

Mrs.  Rudman  was  of  a  family  of  nine  children, 
having  five  brothers  and  four  sisters.  They  were:  1. 
John,  who  married  and  lives  in  Leonard,  Texas.  2. 
Mary  E.,  of  whom  further.  3.  William,  who  married 
Nellie  Kimball;  died  fourteen  years  ago.  4.  George 
L.,  mentioned  previously  and  whose  review  is  included 
in  this  work.  5.  Frank,  who  is  an  electrical  engineer 
in  Tompkinsville,  and  whose  biography  also  appears 
in  this  work.  6.  Anna,  unmarried,  who  is  in  business 
in  Stapleton.  7.  Ella  Francis,  deceased.  8.  Ida,  who 
married  Edward  Miranda,  of  an  old  Staten  Island 
family,  now  deceased.  9.  Albert,  who  died  at  an  early 
age. 

Following  the  death  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Rudman 
carried  on  the  work  of  managing  the  men’s  furnishing 
store  successfully  for  a  time.  However,  acting  on 
the  advice  of  her  physician  she  disposed  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment  to  her  brother.  In  order  to  regain  her 
health  she  determined  to  attempt  a  new  field  of 
endeavor  which  would  take  her  out  of  doors.  With 
this  intention  in  mind  she  entered  the  real  estate 
business  which  she  saw  was  to  become  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  most  flourishing  undertakings  within  a  few 
years.  She  entered  this  field  in  association  with 
Cornelius  G.  Kolff,  pioneer  realtor  in  this  borough 
and  for  long  years  a  friend  of  the  Rudman  and 
Egbert  families.  Success  in  this  new  undertaking  was 
apparent  from  the  beginning,  due  to  her  business 
acumen  and  knowledge  of  Staten  Island  holdings  and 
their  prospects.  After  a  few  years  she  began  indepen¬ 
dent  operations  and  continues  this  arrangement  to 
the  present,  having  built  a  prosperous  business. 

Louis  Wilbur  Rudman,  her  son,  was  born  March 
12,  1883,  and  died  in  1914  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Episcopal  Parochial 
School  in  New  York  and  of  an  electrical  scientific 
school  in  Brooklyn.  He  afterwards  became  a  success¬ 
ful  electrical  engineer  and  completed  several  large 
undertakings  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  country,  the 
largest  being  the  mansion  of  P.  H.  Harriman  at 
Arden-on-Hudson.  He  married,  in  1912,  Josephine 
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Baker,  of  Bergenfield,  New  Jersey.  She  is  now  living 
in  the  South. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Rudman  is  active  in  realty  and  civic 
organizations  both  in  Staten  Island  and  other  parts 
of  New  York.  She  is  a  member  of  St.  Simon’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  Stapleton  and  her 
home  is  located  at  No.  69  Victory  Boulevard,  Tomp- 
kinsville. 


REGINALD  V.  NELLIS— On  his  mother’s  side 
a  member  of  an  old  and  prominent  Staten  Island  fam¬ 
ily,  Mr.  Nellis  himself  was  born,  raised  and  has  spent 
all  his  life  on  the  Island.  He  has  been  engaged  since 
1920  in  the  business  which  now  occupies  his  time,  and 
since  1925  he  has  been  interested,  together  with  two 
of  his  brothers,  in  the  management  of  the  “Taxi  Four” 
Service  on  Staten  Island.  Though  one  of  the  younger 
generation  of  the  Island’s  business  men,  Mr.  Nellis 
has  proven  himself  an  able  and  progressive  business 
man  and  the  service  maintained  by  him  and  his  broth¬ 
ers  greatly  adds  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 

Reginald  V.  Nellis  was  born  in  the  Clove  Valley 
section  of  West  New  Brighton,  March  1,  1896,  a  son 
of  Arthur  C.  and  Alice  (Vroom)  Nellis.  His  father, 
a  native  of  this  State,  died  in  January,  1921,  and  was 
for  many  years  prominent  in  politics  and  was  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  the  contracting  business,  holding  at 
various  times  important  government  contracts.  His 
mother,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  is  a 
member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  Vroom  families,  mem¬ 
bers  of  whom  are  recounted  in  this  work. 

Reginald  V.  Nellis  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  including  Curtis  High  School,  New  Brighton. 
Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  com¬ 
menced  his  business  career  as  a  runner  for  a  Wall 
Street  broker.  Later  he  worked  in  a  similar  capacity 
for  several  large  New  York  banks.  In  1930  he  or¬ 
ganized  the  Independent  Taxi  Service  at  St.  George. 
Starting  on  a  modest  scale,  he  quickly  built  up  this 
business  to  large  and  profitable  proportions,  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  his  untiring  energy,  ability  and  efficiency.  In 
1925  he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  “Taxi  Four”  Ser¬ 
vice,  being  associated  in  this  enterprise  with  two  of 
his  brothers,  Herbert  and  Arthur  Nellis.  A  third 
brother,  Frederick  W.  Nellis,  is  a  lawyer  in  Manhat¬ 
tan,  and  like  the  rest  of  his  family  makes  his  home  on 
Staten  Island,  his  residence  being  located  at  New 
Dorp.  The  “Taxi  Four”  Service  is  considered  the 
most  modern  and  efficient  enterprise  of  its  type  on 
Staten  Island.  For  the  convenience  of  its  large  num¬ 
ber  of  patrons  it  uses  several  large  and  handsome 
limousines  and  other  equipment  is  added  from  time  to 
time.  Its  slogan,  “Every  Driver  an  Escort,”  is  typ¬ 
ical  of  its  constant  desire  to  serve  its  patrons  to  its 
fullest  ability  and  capacity.  Its  quarters  are  located 
at  2- A  Hyatt  Street,  St.  George. 


ROBERT  WALLACE  HpON— Several  local 
real  estate  building  and  subdivision  enterprises  owe 
their  conception  to  the  ability  of  Mr.  Hoon,  who, 
though  a  young  man,  had  much  experience  as  a 
realtor  and  prospector  in  the  State  of  Texas  before 
coming  to  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Hoon  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1897,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Harriet  (Arm¬ 
strong)  Hoon,  the  former  a  leading  citizen  of  his  com¬ 
munity  who  passed  away  in  1913-  Mr.  Hoon’s  mother 
was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  died  in  1902. 
Both  were  of  Scotch  and  Irish  descent  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Pennsylvania  families  settled  in  that 
State  over  two  hundred  years  ago.  Robert  W.  Hoon 


was  educated  at  Austin  College,  Sherman,  Texas, 
after  which  he  took  a  course  at  the  Carnegie  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Technology,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  studied  mining  engineering.  He  then  took 
special  training  at  the  Carnegie  Institute  for  six 
months  in  1917  and  later  attended  the  Coast  Artillery 
School  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  during  the  World 
War.  After  the  Armistice  he  engaged  in  oil  drilling 
promotions  and  in  real  estate  transactions  in  Texas, 
during  which  time  he  was  partly  instrumental  in  the 
developing  of  new  towns  and  for  two  or  three  years 
was  associated  with  the  Sun  Oil  Company. 

Staten  Island  was  Mr.  Hoon’s  next  objective  and  he 
arrived  here  in  March,  1921,  to  engage  in  a  general 
real  estate  business,  in  the  erection  of  new  houses, 
and  in  a  number  of  sub-division  enterprises.  In  1926 
his  success  attracted  the  attention  of  others  in  his  line 
of  business  and  he  became  associated  as  a  partner 
with  Mr.  DeCoursey  under  the  firm  name  of  Hoon 
and  DeCoursey,  with  offices  at  No.  206  Bay  Street, 
Tompkinsville. 

In  1922  Mr.  Hoon  married  Gladys  Mills,  daughter 
of  William  Wirt  Mills,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoon  have  one  child,  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Janet. 


ROCCO  M.  RICCI — For  over  thirty  years  Mr. 
Ricci  has  followed  his  vocation  in  that  of  sanitation 
and  plumbing,  and  occupies  a  responsible  municipal 
position  today  because  of  his  technical  skill.  He  is  a 
resident  of  Grant  City  and  is  prominent  in  public 
and  social  activities  of  a  widespread  nature. 

He  was  born  in  New  York  on  September  8,  1882, 
the  son  of  Domonico  and  Josephine  (Colangelo) 
Ricci,  both  natives  of  Italy,  who  came  to  America 
about  1870  and  settled  in  lower  Manhattan.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Ricci  was  engaged  in  the  business  of 
shoemaker  and  was  active  in  politics  in  the  old  Tom 
Foley  and  Dan  Finn  districts.  The  elder  Ricci  died 
in  October,  1926,  and  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred 
in  September,  1886. 

Rocco  M.  Ricci  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  and  at  thirteen  years  of  age 
took  his  first  position  as  a  plumber’s  helper.  During 
the  next  seven  years  he  learned  the  business  thor¬ 
oughly  and  in  1902  he  went  out  as  a  journeyman 
plumber  for  Walsh  and  Wertheim.  His  next  position 
was  with  M.  Martha  and  Company  and  from  1906  to 
1908  he  was  with  Thomas  C.  Ivans,  a  contractor.  On 
June  12,  1908,  he  received  a  certificate  of  competency 
from  the  Examining  Board  of  Plumbers  of  the  City 
of  New  York.  He  continued  in  the  business  as  a 
master  plumber  until  1917,  when  he  passed  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission, 
receiving  a  rating  of  gG.S  per  cent.  Following  this, 
he  was  employed  in  the  Navy  Yard  for  a  period  of 
five  years,  going  into  business  for  himself  in  1921 
on  Staten  Island.  In  1924  he  was  appointed  temporary 
inspector  of  plumbing  in  the  Bureau  of  Buildings  for 
Richmond  Borough,  and  on  January  15,  I925»  was 
notified  that  he  had  successfully  passed  the  examina¬ 
tion  held  by  the  Municipal  Service  Commission.  In 
this  last  test  he  was  seventh  on  the  list  in  Greater 
New  York  and  first  in  this  borough.  On  Feb¬ 
ruary  24,  1925,  he  was  certified  by  the  Municipal 
Civil  Service  Commission,  and  appointed  plumbing 
inspector  by  Borough  President  John  A.  Lynch.  On 
March  26,  1928,  he  was  made  chief  plumbing  inspec¬ 
tor  for  the  Borough  of  Richmond,  having  passed  the 
Civil  Service  Examination  on  October  17,  1929,  with 
79.88  per  cent. 
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Mr.  Ricci  is  past  president  of  the  Master  Plumbers’ 
Association,  of  which  organization  he  is  today  an 
honorary  member.  Shortly  after  his  appointment  to 
the  post  of  chief  plumbing  inspector  in  the  Bureau 
of  Buildings,  he  was  tendered  a  testimonial  dinner  by 
his  many  friends  and  was  presented  with  a  gold  badge 
and  a  handsome  diamond  ring  by  his  fellow-workers. 
Men  representing  various  phases  of  life  were  present 
and  over  five  hundred  congratulated  him  on  this  occa¬ 
sion  of  honor. 

In  matters  of  religion,  civics  and  fraternalism  his 
affiliations  are  numerous  and  of  an  active  nature.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  has  taken  for  a  number  of  years,  an  ardent 
part  as  leader  in  his  election  district,  also  is  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  Qub  of  the  Richmond  County 
Democratic  Organization,  the  Fourth  Ward  Demo¬ 
cratic  Qub  and  the  William  J.  McDermott  Associa¬ 
tion.  As  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Foresters  of 
America  he  has  held  the  office  in  that  organization  of 
Chief  Ranger,  was  Deputy  Grand  Chief  Ranger  and 
has  been  a  delegate  of  the  order  for  several  years. 
The  other  lodges  and  associations  of  which  Mr.  Ricci 
is  a  member  include:  Lodge  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  holds  a  fourth  degree  in 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  member  of  Manresa  Coun¬ 
cil,  No.  2147;  Member  of  Beacon  Light  Council, 
Royal  Arcanum;  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  Routesi 
di  Mutual  Society  Lodge  of  New  York;  Building 
Inspector  Council,  Civil  Service  Forum ;  Montana 
Field  Qub;  Italian- American  Social  Qub;  Anchor 
Qub  of  America  and  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Ricci  was  married  twice:  (first)  to  Caroline 
Grieco,  since  deceased,  and  they  had  a  son,  Domonic, 
who  is  with  his  father’s  two  brothers,  Domonic  and 
Vincent  Ricci,  in  the  plumbing  business.  Mr.  Ricci 
married  (second)  Angelina  Burnettia,  by  whom  he 
has  had  three  children:  Victor,  Josephine  and  Edia. 


RAFFAEL  DI  NAPLES — Formerly  a  member 
of  the  legal  profession  on  Staten  Island  and  now 
active  in  that  calling  in  King’s  County,  Mr.  Di  Naples 
has  had  an  interesting  career  to  the  present  time  for 
a  man  of  his  years. 

Soon  after  the  birth  of  Raffael  Di  Naples  on  De¬ 
cember  29,  1898,  his  father  Mauro  Di  Naples,  left 
his  home  in  Italy  to  seek  opportunity  in  America. 
Being  convinced  that  he  could  do  better  for  himself 
and  his  family  in  this  country  he  returned  for  his 
wife,  Agnes  Di  Naples,  and  their  two  children,  a 
daughter  and  Raffael,  their  son,  then  four  years  old. 
They  settled  on  a  farm  at  Morrisville,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  boy  was  sent  to  school  in  Trenton,  New 
Jersey.  He  graduated  from  the  elementary  school 
with  high  honors  and  finished  his  high  school  course 
in  1918.  In  September  of  that  year  he  matriculated 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  joined 
the  Students’  Army  Training  Corps.  The  Armistice 
was  signed  soon  after,  and  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  on  December  24,  1918,  from  army  service. 
After  a  year  at  college,  he  decided  upon  a  legal 
career,  and  became  a  student  at  the  New  York  LTni- 
versity  Law  School.  Not  willing  to  depend  upon  his 
father,  whose  responsibilities  had  been  increased  by 
the  birth  of  three  daughters  since  coming  to  America, 
Raffael  sought  a  means  of  supporting  himself  while 
continuing  his  studies,  and  secured  an  appointment  as 
assistant  New  York  correspondent  for  “La  Nacion,” 
of  Buenos  Aires,  the  foremost  daily  newspaper  of 
South  America.  He  filled  this  position  from  1920 
to  1923.  For  six  months  he  also  acted  as  correspon¬ 
dent  for  the  Australian  Press  Association,  an  organ¬ 
ization  in  Australia  similar  to  the  Associated  Press, 


and  he  handled  their  American  news.  He  in  the  mean¬ 
time  completed  his  law  course  and  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1922,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  New  York  State  in  1923.  During  his 
studentship  at  New  York  University,  he  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  Italian  Qub,  which  has  for 
its  object  a  closer  cooperation  between  the  faculty 
and  students,  and  served  as  its  president  for  two  years. 
While  at  the  university  he  organized  the  baseball 
team  of  that  club  and  also  participated  as  a  member 
of  the  basketball  and  tennis  teams.  His  name  is 
found  among  the  founders  of  Theta  Chapter  of  Alpha 
Phi  Delta.  His  interest  in  athletics  goes  back  to 
grammar  school  days,  when  he  took  part  in  sport 
contests  and  established  a  record  in  track  work  at 
Franklin  Public  School,  of  Trenton. 

Mr.  Di  Naples  was  a  member  of  the  First  Ward 
Democratic  Qub  as  well  as  the  regular  Democratic 
Qub  of  Staten  Island  and  the  Richmond  County  Bar 
Association.  He  holds  membership  in  the  New  York 
County  Bar  Association  and  the  Order  of  the  Sons 
of  Italy. 

On  June  30,  1926,  he  married  Rose  Veronica 
Chiaramonte,  a  graduate  of  Erasmus  Hall  High 
School,  and  the  daughter  of  Andrew  C.  Chiaramonte 
of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Di  Naples  has  a  daughter,  Elaine, 
born  December  1,  1927. 


FRANK  OTTAVIANO — Patriotism  of  a  type 
both  unselfish  and  zealous  has  distinguished  the  life 
of  Frank  Ottaviano  of  Arrochar.  He  served  in  the 
army  of  his  native  country,  Italy,  before  coming  to 
the  United  States,  and  at  the  time  of  the  World  War, 
made  uniforms  for  the  American  Navy.  Mr.  Otta¬ 
viano  is  the  owner  of  a  men’s  clothing  manufactory  in 
Manhattan. 

Frank  Ottaviano  was  born  June  25,  1888,  in  Ragusa, 
Italy,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  after 
which  he  was  summoned  by  the  law  of  his  country 
to  join  the  army.  Beginning  his  military  life  as  a 
private,  he  served  faithfully  with  the  19th  Regiment, 
2d  Battery,  with  headquarters  in  Florence,  Italy,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  honorable  discharge  from  duty  he 
had  attained  the  rank  of  a  lieutenant  of  artillery. 

After  his  release  from  army  service  Mr.  Ottaviano 
came  to  the  United  States,  settling  first  in  New 
York.  This  was  in  1905,  and  he  immediately  began 
to  learn  the  essentials  of  the  clothing  business.  After 
serving  an  apprenticeship,  he  founded  an  establish¬ 
ment  of  his  own  on  Great  Jones  Street,  where  he  first 
employed  fourteen  hands.  Soon,  however,  he  found 
that  these  quarters  were  much  too  cramped  for  a 
rapidly-expanding  business  such  as  his,  and  he  moved 
to  his  present  location  at  No.  24  Bond  Street,  New 
York.  In  this  shop  he  employs  nearly  one  hundred 
persons  who  aid  in  the  manufacture  of  men’s  cloth¬ 
ing,  exclusively. 

During  the  late  World  War  Mr.  Ottaviano  had 
opportunity  to  serve  his  adopted  country.  He  was 
pressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  and  took  charge  of  more  than  two  hundred 
people  who  fashioned  clothing  for  the  United  States 
Navy. 

Mr.  Ottaviano  married  on  October  5,  1916,  Mary 
Laide,  of  West  Orange,  New  Jersey,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Newton  F.,  born  January  9,  1921,  and 
Inez  G.,  born  November  26,  1922.  Mr.  Ottaviano  and 
members  of  his  family  visit  his  native  country  every 
two  years,  and  while  there  he  purchases  materials  for 
his  business. 

Mr.  Ottaviano  has  lived  on  Staten  Island  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years;  his  home  is  located  at  No.  82  Major 
Avenue,  Arrochar. 
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PHILIP  LASKER — Prominent  in  local  insurance 
circles  Philip  Lasker  is  said  to  possess  the  record  of 
perhaps  having  sold  the  greatest  volume  of  insurance 
of  any  individual  on  Staten  Island.  However,  at  any 
rate,  he  is  well  identified  in  this  field  of  endeavor, 
being  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Stake, 
Bainbridge  and  Lasker  and  in  the  service  of  insur¬ 
ance  renders  a  duty  helpful  to  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Lasker  was  born  on  April  14,  1881,  in  Riga, 
Russia  (now  the  capital  of  Latvija),  the  son  of 
Motte  and  Feige  (Blieden)  Lasker.  His  mother  is 
deceased  and  his  father,  who  in  former  years  was  a 
flour  merchant,  is  now  living  retired  in  his  native 
country.  Mr.  Lasker  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living  in  Latvija.  One 
sister,  Henrietta,  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Kaplan  of  Port 
Richmond  and  there  are  three  brothers :  Joseph,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  painting  and  contracting  business  in 
Morristown,  New  Jersey;  Bernard,  engaged  in 
theatrical  activities  in  Chicago;  Adolph,  who  is  an 
accountant  in  South  Africa. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Lasker  was  obtained  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  city  and  later  he  took  a 
course  in  the  Politechnicum  of  Caethen  in  Anhalt, 
Germany,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  with 
his  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer.  In  1904  he  came 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  on  Staten  Island 
where  he  entered  the  insurance  business,  with  the 
intention  of  subsequently  returning  to  the  engineering 
profession.  However,  he  was  successful  in  his  insur¬ 
ance  business  and  finally  decided  to  continue  it  and 
combine  it  with  transactions  in  real  estate.  Mr. 
Lasker  specializes  in  life,  educational  and  business 
insurance  and  a  great  measure  of  his  success  is  due 
to  his  whole-hearted  confidence  in  their  essential 
necessity  and  the  benefits  derived  by  those  prudent 
enough  to  look  upon  it  not  only  as  a  protection  but 
an  investment.  He,  himself,  has  invested  in  various 
types  of  insurance  for  the  benefit  of  his  family, 
among  them  being  an  educational  policy  which  assures 
his  children  of  a  proper  schooling.  In  February,  1928, 
Mr.  Lasker,  in  association  with  Albert  Stake  and 
John  K.  Bainbridge,  organized  the  firm  of  Stake, 
Bainbridge  and  Lasker,  Incorporated,  for  the  handling 
of  general  insurance.  Mr.  Lasker,  however,  still  spe¬ 
cializes  in  life  insurance  activities  under  his  own 
name. 

On  January  n,  1911,  he  was  naturalized  as  an 
American  citizen  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Richmond 
County  and  has  submitted  to  the  requirements  of 
good  citizenship.  During  the  World  War  he  did  much 
in  behalf  of  Liberty  Loan  drives  and  was  very  active 
in  the  solicitation  of  funds  used  in  advertising  the 
sale  of  bonds.  The  difficulty  of  this  work  consisted 
in  the  fact  that  the  contributors  would  receive  no 
money  or  interest  in  return  for  what  they  had 
expended.  Mr.  Lasker  called  upon  many  of  the  big 
mercantile  concerns  of  New  York  and  more  than 
did  his  share  in  gathering  the  money  needed  for  this 
important  work.  While  thus  engaged  he  was  obliged 
to  partially  set  aside  his  own  interests,  and,  upon  the 
completion  of  these  drives,  his  reward  was  a  vote  of 
thanks  bestowed  upon  him  by  high  government  offi¬ 
cials  who  presented  him  with  treasured  medals.  Mr. 
Lasker  has  also  been  to  the  fore  in  all  charity  work 
and  gives  freely  of  his  means  regardless  of  race  or 
creed.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  Temple  Emanuel 
since  1915,  and  is  member  of  the  “Quartermillion 
Club”  of  the  Equitable  Insurance  Company,  indicat¬ 
ing  that  he  had  written  insurance  in  excess  of  that 
amount.  The  Life  Underwriters  Association  of  New 
York;  the  Committee  of  Insurance  and  Fire  Preven¬ 


tion  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The 
Lions  Club;  the  Staten  Island  Civic  League;  and 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  also 
number  him  among  their  members.  Fraternally,  he 
is  a  Past  Master  of  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  is  affiliated  with  a  number 
of  other  fraternal  and  social  organizations,  including 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  November  23,  1913,  Mr.  Lasker  married  Han¬ 
nah  Cohen,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rosabella  Cohen, 
sister  of  Emanuel  Cohen,  the  latter  the  organizer  of 
Pathe  News  Reel,  who  is  now  editor  of  the  Para¬ 
mount  Famous  Lasky  Corporation  of  New  York 
City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lasker  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons,  as  follows:  1.  Walter  Irving,  born  December 
24,  1917.  2.  Arthur  Edwin,  born  September  16,  1922. 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  C.  MacMILLAN  — Since  com¬ 
paratively  early  times  in  the  annals  of  local  history, 
persons  and  families  coming  to  America  from  Scot¬ 
land  have  abided  on  our  Island,  bringing  with  them 
and  transplanting  here  the  principles  of  application  to 
duty  and  patriotism  that  for  centuries  were  among 
the  more  distinctive  precepts.  Born  in  Scotland,  of 
Scotch  parentage,  Captain  John  C.  MacMillan,  a 
seaman  by  pursuit,  has  followed  such  a  career  since 
his  early  days.  He  resides  in  Tompkinsville  though 
his  present  duty  as  master  of  vessels  operated  by  the 
Tidewater  Oil  Company  gives  him  but  little  opportu¬ 
nity  to  enjoy  a  fuller  life  in  the  community. 

The  birth  of  Captain  John  C.  MacMillan  occurred 
July  1,  1887,  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  his  parents  being 
Donald  and  Mary  (Cameron)  MacMillan.  The  seat 
of  the  MacMillan  family  is  in  Invernesshire,  near 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  where  the  father  and  grandfather 
of  our  subject  have  always  been  engaged  in  rail¬ 
road  work  of  an  executive  capacity.  A  brother  Dun¬ 
can  still  holds  the  position  held  previously  by  his 
father  and  his  grandfather. 

During  the  early  part  of  his  life  Captain  MacMil¬ 
lan  received  his  elementary  schooling  in  his  native 
country  before  undertaking  a  nautical  career.  With 
a  three  years’  course  in  seamanship  completed,  he 
qualified  as  a  ship’s  mate  with  the  intention  of  sailing 
to  sea  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  The  young  man’s 
plans,  however,  did  not  mature  immediately  as  his 
parents  died  when  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Three  years  later,  however,  he  journeyed  to  America 
landing  at  Boston.  Immediately  after  his  arrival  he 
applied  for  and  later  received  citizenship  papers,  thus 
enabling  him  to  seek  employment  aboard  vessels  of 
American  registry. 

The  first  trip  that  the  young  seaman  embarked 
upon  was  one  which  took  him  to  the  Great  Lakes 
on  the  steamships,  “Cowinshannoc”  and  “Lake  Ells- 
bury.”  His  initial  position  on  board  the  vessel  was 
that  of  quartermaster,  but  his  expert  training  soon 
won  him  the  post  of  mate  which  he  held  on  the 
ship’s  next  cruise  and  for  some  time  to  come.  His 
promotion  to  captain  came  on  July  22,  1922,  as  he 
was  asked  to  guide  the  destiny  of  one  of  the  largest 
oil  tankers  in  the  service  of  the  Tidewater  Oil  Com¬ 
pany.  Thus  up  to  the  present  time  he  has  been  in 
the  employ  of  this  concern  for  a  period  of  more 
than  seven  years  and  has  had  consecutive  charge  of 
the  following  vessels :  the  “Byron  D.  Benson,” 
“Axtell  J.  Biles,”  “William  F.  Humphries,”  “Robert 
E.  Hopkins,”  “Edward  L.  Shea,”  and  the  “Samuel  Q. 
Brown.”  Unusual  good  fortune  brought  about  through 
his  ability  and  watchfulness  as  a  seaman  has  resulted 
in  the  compiling  of  a  splendid  record  as  a  ship’s 
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master.  Never  has  he  failed  to  bring  a  vessel  back 
to  port  in  good  condition  and  the  ships  he  has  com¬ 
manded  have  always  been  models  of  intelligent  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Captain  MacMillan’s  life  at  the  present  moment  is 
one  that  might  be  said  to  be  dedicated  to  the  sea. 
The  safe  carriage  of  the  valuable  cargoes  he  is 
entrusted  with  limits  his  sojourns  on  land  to  but  a 
few  occasions  each  year.  A  public-spirited  man  and 
one  devoted  to  his  family  and  home  is  in  essence  a 
just  and  worthy  tribute  to  his  character.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and  of  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite  body. 

The  marriage  of  Captain  John  C.  MacMillan  took 
place  June  15,.  1927,  to  Agnes  Gardiner,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Donnelly)  Gardiner  of  Malden, 
Massachusetts.  Mrs.  MacMillan  has  a  daughter  by 
a  previous  marriage,  Eileen  Moran.  The  child  has 
several  times  posed  for  sculptors,  and  a  sculptural 
work  which  at  present  can  be  seen  in  Central  Park 
was  created  with  her  as  its  model.  The  MacMillan 
home  is  located  at  No.  459  Victory  Boulevard. 


HARRY  KUHN — In  the  professional  and  busi¬ 
ness  life  of  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Kuhn  is  an  expert 
in  the  field  of  public  accounting.  He  is  especially 
well  equipped  for  this  work,  having  been  proficient 
in  mathematics  since  his  youth,  and  this,  no  doubt, 
influenced  him  in  his  choosing  his  present  calling. 
He  came  to  Staten  Island  and  established  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  1914,  while  he  was  employed  in  an  insurance 
office  in  Manhattan.  In  the  life  of  his  community, 
he  takes  a  constructive  interest,  giving  to  every 
movement  or  organization  the  benefit  of  his  many 
years’  association  with  his  profession,  and  the  arts 
and  sciences,  of  which  he  is  a  deep  student  and  pro¬ 
found  reader. 

Mr.  Kuhn  was  born  in  Nordhausen,  Province  of 
Saxony,  Germany,  May  n,  1865,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Caroline  (Cohn)  Kuhn.  Daniel  Kuhn  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  merchant  in  his  district  but  his  career  was  cut 
short  by  his  untimely  death  which  occurred  June  15, 
1871.  He  was  born  July  25,  1822,  and  was  therefore 
in  the  prime  of  life  when  he  passed  away.  His  wife, 
Caroline  (Cohn)  Kuhn,  was  born  July  20,  1837,  and 
died  October  7,  1922. 

Harry  Kuhn  was  educated  in  the  Gymnasium 
School  at  Nordhausen,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
and  he  then  entered  the  University  of  Berlin,  and 
later  the  University  of  Goettingen.  He  passed  the 
State  examinations  and  studied  mathematics,  physics, 
geography  and  natural  science,  and  received  his 
degree  in  1890.  He  then  entered  the  army  of  his 
native  land  and  served  for  one  year,  from  April  x, 
1890  to  April  I,  1891,  and  in  the  following  month 
sailed  for  the  United  States,  arriving  in  New  York, 
May  30,  1891.  He  journeyed  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  just  eleven  days,  trying  for  a  teacher’s 
position  but  being  unsuccessful,  he  continued  on  to 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  variously  oc¬ 
cupied  from  June  15,  1891,  until  September,  1893. 
In  the  summer  of  1893  he  was  elected  to  a  Fellow¬ 
ship  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison,  and 
after  studying  for  a  year  at  that  institution  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Milwaukee  where  he  was  employed  in 
different  business  enterprises  over  a  period  of  several 
years.  For  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  preparing  young 
men  for  college;  also  in  selling  insurance,  and  from 
May,  1898,  to  February,  1900,  he  was  connected 
with  the  Milwaukee  Gas  Company.  On  February 
26,  1900,  Mr.  Kuhn  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  accept 
a  promising  offer,  and  in  that  city  for  fourteen  years 


he  held  two  responsible  positions.  With  his  family, 
Mr.  Kuhn  came  to  Staten  Island  from  Toledo  on 
June  15,  1914,  having  on  May  18  of  that  year  become 
associated  with  the  firm  of  Frenkel  and  Company, 
insurance  brokers  in  New  York,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
mained  for  four  and  a  half  years.  He  then,  became 
connected  with  a  firm  of  public  accountants  for  a 
short  time,  and  subsequently  commenced  business  for 
himself  in  this  field  of  endeavor  which  has  since 
occupied  his  time. 

Mr.  Kuhn  cast  his  first  vote  in  Wisconsin  for 
President  of  the  United  States  in  1893,  although  he 
did  not  receive  his  final  citizenship  papers  until  March 
20,  1901,  when  a  resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  In  March, 
1902,  Mr.  Kuhn  became  a  member  of  the  Socialist 
party  an  affiliation  which  he  maintains  at  the  present 
writing.  On  his  party  ticket,  Mr.  Kuhn  has  been 
candidate  for  many  local  offices  including  that  of 
borough  president  of  Richmond.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences;  the  Staten  Island  Historical  Society;  the 
Bird  Club;  the  Nature  Study  Club;  Belles  Lettres 
Section  of  the  Museum,  the  Cremation  Society,  Work¬ 
men’s  Sick  and  Death  Benefit  Fund;  and  other  civic 
organizations. 

Mr.  Kuhn  married  on  July  20,  1902,  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  Bertha  Hollander,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Fannie  (Weil)  Hollander,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  three  children:  1.  Elsa,  born  in  1903,  died  in 
Toledo  at  the  age  of  four  years.  2.  Walter,  born 
August  20,  1904,  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Toledo  and  Staten  Island.  He  was  graduated  from 
Curtis  High  School  in  February,  1921,  having  been 
active  there  in  tennis,  soccer,  and  chess.  Since 
February  15,  1921,  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
Bell  Telephone  Laboratories  (Western  Electric  Com¬ 
pany),  having  completed  a  three-year  technical  course 
and  has  also  taken  courses  in  special  telephone  re¬ 
search  work.  He  has  also  studied  in  the  evening  at  the 
Polytechnic  Institute  and. holds  membership  in  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers.  He  mar¬ 
ried  August  14,  1930,  Dorothy  Delson,  daughter  of 
Isadore  and  Fannie  (Zellermayer)  Delson.  3.  Paul, 
born  April  2,  1909,  attended  kindergarten  classes  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  at  Rosebank,  Staten  Island.  He 
later  attended  the  public  schools  of  New  Brighton  and 
the  Curtis  High  School  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1925.  Since  then  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company  in  their  laboratories 
in  New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  the  Woodcraft  League; 
Belles  Lettres,  the  Stamp,  Bird,  and  Nature  Study 
clubs  connected  with  the  Public  Museum  at  St. 
George. 

Mrs.  Kuhn  holds  membership  in  the  Staten  Island 
Horticultural  Society  and  has  kindred  interests  with 
her  husband  and  sons.  The  family  residence  is  located 
at  No.  11  Portland  Place,  Brighton  Heights. 


MATHIAS  WOLDIN— The  Grant  Manor  Flower 
and  Plant  Nursery  located  along  Hylan  Boulevard, 
New  Dorp,  and  maintained  by  Mathias  Woldin  rep¬ 
resents  at  the  present  time  an  establishment  fully 
worth  the  ministration  and  care  that  has  been  given 
to  its  development.  Mr.  Woldin,  who  is  a  Staten 
Island  resident  of  fifteen  years  standing,  has  devoted 
practically  his  entire  life  to  the  occupation  of  a  land¬ 
scape  architect  and  florist. 

The  Woldin  family  is  of  Austrian  descent,  having 
been  represented  in  that  country  for  numerous  gen¬ 
erations  and  its  later  day  members  were  for  the  most 
part  agriculturists  and  business  men.  Joseph  Woldin, 
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the  father  of  Mathias,  resided  in  Gottschee,  Province 
Krain,  where  he  was  a  market  gardener  and  a  grower 
of  flowers.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  this  calling,  having 
dedicated  years  of  patient  effort  in  making  experi¬ 
ments  and  discoveries  and  had  become  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  efficient  cultivators  throughout  the 
country.  He  married  Anna  Boje  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  three  boys  and  three 
girls,  Mathias  being  the  second  eldest  of  the  fam¬ 
ily. 

The  birth  of  Mathias  Woldin  occurred  in  Gottschee, 
February  24,  1894,  and  as  a  lad  he  attended  the 
schools  within  his  home  district.  His  education  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  helped  his  father 
for  three  years  in  the  management  of  the  latter’s 
business,  working  hard  and  earnestly  and  thereby 
accumulating  both  a  practical  knowledge  of  flower 
gardening  and  an  enthusiasm  for  this  occupation  that 
was  destined  to  stand  him  in  good  stead  in  later 
years. 

Believing  that  better  opportunities  for  economic 
advancement  awaited  him  in  America,  the  elder 
Woldin  left  his  native  land  to  pursue  his  fortune 
in  a  new  land.  In  1911  Mathias  Woldin  followed  his 
father  across  the  sea  and  upon  arriving  here  settled 
in  Brooklyn,  thus  preceding  his  two  sisters  who  com¬ 
pleted  the  voyage  a  few  years  later. 

After  remaining  in  Brooklyn  and  following  his 
profession  there  for  some  time,  Mathias  Woldin 
removed  to  Staten  Island  in  1916,  settling  soon  in 
Rosebank.  He  forthwith  built  a  greenhouse  within 
the  locality  which  he  occupied  up  to  the  time  of  his 
purchase  of  a  substantial  property  acreage  situated  at 
Grant  Manor,  along  Hylan  Boulevard.  This  land 
consists  of  six  lots  facing  Hylan  Boulevard,  contain¬ 
ing  a  frontage  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  He 
erected  herewith  a  new,  modern  greenhouse  and  estab¬ 
lished  within  it  a  flower  and  plant  nursery  that  has 
come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  choicest  on  the 
island.  Like  his  father  he  has  experimented  systemati¬ 
cally  and  diligently  in  the  cultivation  of  new  blooms 
and  particularly  in  the  care  of  the  more  delicate 
varieties  of  flowers.  Ferns,  cut  flowers,  special  floral 
designs  for  weddings,  funerals,  and  anniversaries  and 
a  variety  of  other  plants  are  among  the  creations 
that  the  Grant  Manor  Flower  and  Plant  Nursery 
offers.  Residents  within  the  Metropolitan  district 
and  other  places  throughout  the  East  are  numbered 
in  Mr.  Woldin’s  trade. 

Mr.  Woldin,  as  a  landscape  architect,  has  completed 
work  in  all  parts  of  the  island,  especially  in  the 
Dongan  Hills  and  Randall  Manor  sections.  Recently 
he  finished  work  of  this  nature  for  the  new  St. 
Francis  College  located  on  Todt  Hill  Road.  Years 
of  experience  at  this  undertaking,  together  with  a 
deep  concern  and  solicitation  for  his  many  customers, 
have  helped  to  make  a  success  of  his  business.  Flower 
and  plant  nurture  of  a  diversified  character  is  chiefly 
manifested  within  his  establishment. 

With  the  community  in  which  he  resides  Mathias 
Woldin  is  respected  as  a  citizen  of  generous  and 
conscientious  character  and  one  devoted  principally 
to  his  home  and  family.  Civic  movements  of  worthy 
repute  have  found  in  him  a  hearty  supporter. 

Mr.  Woldin  married,  on  June  28,  1914,  Johanna 
Schemitsch,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Marie  (Joncke) 
Schemitsch,  of  Austria,  who  resided  in  the  Province 
Krain  district  in  that  country.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Alfred  W.,  born  November  19, 
t9t5.  graduated  from  Public  School  No.  13  and  now 
attends  Curtis  High  School.  2.  Dorothy  A.,  born 
September  29,  1922.  3.  Johanna  M.,  born  October  29, 


1924.  The  Woldin  residence  and  nursery  are  both 
located  on  Hylan  Boulevard  and  Locust  Avenue,  New 
Dorp. 


PAUL  WEIDMANN — Of  distinguished  ancestry, 
Paul  Weidmann,  a  resident  of  Port  Richmond,  is  a 
member  of  one  of  our  country’s  more  prominent 
families.  His  progenitors  came  to  America  during 
the  Commonwealth  Government  in  England,  when  the 
famous  protector,  Oliver  Cromwell,  ruled  the  land. 
Mr.  Weidmann  has  become  active  in  the  business  life 
of  Staten  Island,  of  which  he  is  a  loyal  citizen.  His 
residence  here  to  date  has  been  characterized  by  his 
generous  support  of  public  programs  of  worthy 
character. 

Mr.  Weidmann’s  birth  occurred  in  Pickensville, 
Alabama,  in  1853,  his  parents  being  Fred  and  Sarah 
(Presley)  Weidmann.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  native  State  and  early  in  his  youth 
gave  evidence  of  unusual  oratorical  ability.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  he  was  selected  to  make  a  speech  upon 
the  presentation  of  a  flag  to  General  Pickens  who 
was  making  a  tour  through  the  State.  The  gift  came 
from  a  group  of  public-spirited  citizens. 

Sometime  later  the  youth  came  northward  and  be¬ 
came  connected  as  a  sales  representative  with  a  com¬ 
pany  managed  by  his  uncle,  remaining  thus  engaged 
until  beginning  an  association  with  the  Unexcelled 
Fireworks  Company  of  Staten  Island.  In  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  latter  firm  he  traveled  extensively.  Later 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Woolsley  Paint  Com¬ 
pany  of  Jersey  City  and  represented  this  concern  in 
Georgia.  In  1923,  however,  he  became  identified  with 
the  Wagner  Fireworks  Company  and  continues  in 
this  service  at  the  present  time.  His  earlier  experi¬ 
ence,  coupled  with  unusual  resourcefulness  and  pains¬ 
taking  care  in  the  pursuance  of  his  tasks  have  enabled 
him  to  hold  important  positions  of  trust  with  this 
organization. 

Apart  from  his  immediate  business  duties,  Mr. 
Weidmann  has  manifested  an  interest  in  community 
affairs  and  in  fraternal  and  social  affiliations.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  Richmond 
Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Medora  Fire  Company . 

Paul  Weidmann’s  marriage  took  place,  in  1876,  in 
New  York,  with  Wilhelmine  Kohlmeier,  daughter  of 
John  and  Dorothy  (Rewling)  Kohlmeier.  She  was 
born  in  Hanau,  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  residence  which  was  next  door  to  the  home  once 
occupied  by  Jacob  Grimm,  the  famous  writer  of  fairy 
stories.  In  this  connection  it  is  related  that  Mrs. 
Weidmann’s  mother  as  a  child  of  six,  once  gave 
Jacob  Grimm  a  dollar  because  she  doubted  a  fairy 
story  which  he  wrote.  The  author’s  stories  were  al¬ 
ways  sufficiently  reasonable  in  their  logic  that  those 
who  did  not  believe  them  laid  themselves  to  a  wager. 
Mrs.  Weidmann’s  native  village,  the  fortified  town 
of  Hanau,  is  noted  in  history  as  the  city  which  was 
besieged  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon  for  a  year  and  a 
day,  and  from  which  he  had  to  withdraw  because 
it  would  not  capitulate. 

Mrs.  Weidmann’s  father,  John  Kohlmeier,  was 
born  in  Darmstadt,  Germany,  but  became  a  citizen 
of  Hanau  when  he  married.  He  was  conspicuous  in 
the  historic  German  uprising  under  Karl  Schurz,  hav¬ 
ing  been  one  of  the  leaders  of  that  Revolution.  He 
came  to  the  United  States,  settled  in  New  York  City 
and  built  his  brass  factory  here,  from  which  he  sup¬ 
plied  sword  hilts  for  Union  soldiers  during  the  Civil 
War.  He  was  an  artist  of  great  talent  modeling  two 
splendid  bronze  reliefs  of  President  Lincoln  after  his 
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assassination.  One  of  these  stood  in  the  White 
House  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  until 
the  building  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial,  when  it  was 
placed  inside  the  latter  for  the  edification  of  pos¬ 
terity.  The  other  is  treasured  by  Mrs.  Weidmann 
among  her  choicest  possessions.  Mr.  Kohlmeier  was 
a  man  of  unusual  creative  ability  and  in  addition  to 
his  works  in  bronze  might  have  had  another  claim 
to  fame  if  he  had  lived  longer,  as  he  was  calculat¬ 
ing  the  erection  of  a  beautiful  ornamental  structure 
to  span  the  “Narrows.”  He  died,  however,  before 
the  negotiations  were  completed,  his  death  occurring 
the  night  after  Napoleon  III  surrendered.  He  was 
also  an  inventor  of  various  metal  appliances  and  con¬ 
trivances  which  had  a  wide  utility.  His  son,  John 
M.,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  a  leader  in  the  hard¬ 
ware  industry,  having  been  the  originator  and  first 
president  of  various  metropolitan  and  national  hard¬ 
ware  associations.  His  avocation  was  music  and  he 
was  noted  for  his  splendid  voice. 

Mrs.  Weidmann  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  the 
United  States  when  but  two  years  of  age.  She  resided 
in  New  York  City  until  1886,  and  was  educated 
there  in  the  German- American  Academy.  Her  asso¬ 
ciation  with  Staten  Island  began  in  later  years,  when 
she  came  here  with  her  husband.  From  both  her 
parents  she  inherits  considerable  artistic  ability  hav¬ 
ing  displayed  her  talent  as  a  painter  since  early  child¬ 
hood.  For  nearly  two  decades  she  conducted  an  art 
studio  on  Staten  Island  and  has  created  some  excel¬ 
lent  pictures.  She  has  been  the  recipient  of  a  number 
of  awards  from  various  exhibitions  where  her  works 
have  been  shown.  Her  activity  in  all  civic  organiza¬ 
tions  has  long  been  manifest  and  she  has  done  much 
independent  charitable  work  in  memory  of  her  late 
son.  The  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
and,  the  Little  Theater  movement  in  this  borough  have 
both  received  her  support.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  while  her  father  was  occupied  in  the  manufacture 
of  sword  hilts  for  the  Union  Army,  her  husband’s 
father  was  engaged  in  making  saddles  for  the  cavalry 
of  the  Confederate  Army. 

Paul  and  Margaret  (Kohlmeier)  Weidmann  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  three  children :  1.  Dorothea, 

married  George  Achilles,  now  deceased,  and  to  this 
union  a  daughter,  Dorothea,  was  born.  Mrs.  Achilles 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  Order  of  Eastern 
Star  on  Staten  Island.  2.  Rose,  married  Harry  Brown 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Jean.  3. 
Walter,  received  his  education  in  the  Greenleaf  Ave¬ 
nue  Public  School  and  followed  railroading.  He  was 
a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  Welcome  Council,  Junior  Order  United 
American  Mechanics.  His  death  came  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two,  being  survived  by  his  wife,  Christine 
(Archer)  Weidmann.  The  Weidmann  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  situated  in  Port  Richmond,  at  No.  827  Post 
Avenue. 


FRIEDRICH  WILLE— A  long  and  fruitful 
experience  in  the  profession  of  banking  both  in 
Germany,  his  native  country,  and  in  the  United 
States,  his  adopted  land,  where  he  came  to  settle 
thirty  years  ago,  is  one  which  Friedrich  Wille  has 
enjoyed  for  almost  a  half  century.  He  is  associated 
with  the  international  banking  house  of  Ladenburg, 
Thalmann  and  Company  in  the  financial  district  of 
New  York  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Staten  Island 
since  1901. 

The  Wille  family  has  been  long  resident  in  the 
municipality  of  Magdeburg,  Province  of  Saxony, 
Germany,  where  a  number  of  its  representatives  were 
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prominent  in  civil  and  other  affairs.  One  of  their 
number,  Carl  Wille,  father  of  Friedrich  Wille,  was 
associated  for  the  greater  part  of  his  active  career, 
with  the  local  municipal  government,  having  held 
an  executive  position  in  the  office  of  the  comptroller 
in  later  years.  His  retirement  occurred  in  1907  and 
at  the  present  time  he  resides  in  his  native  town. 
Several  years  ago  he  had  occasion  to  visit  the  United 
States  on  a  pleasure  trip,  and  became  greatly  im¬ 
pressed  with  our  country  as  a  governmental  democ¬ 
racy  and  industrial  power.  Since  his  return  to  Ger¬ 
many  his  interest  in  general  conditions  in  this  country 
and  in  his  son’s  welfare,  as  a  resident  of  Staten  Island, 
has  been  sustained. 

Carl  Wille  married  Marie  Roweseger  of  an  old 
German  family,  also  a  native  of  Magdeburg  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Fried¬ 
rich,  the  subject  of  this  review.  2.  Margaret,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Hans  Fischer  and  resides  in 
Brooklyn.  3.  Erich,  who  also  married  and  lives  in 
Germany.  Marie  (Roweseger)  Wille  passed  away  in 
1901  and  is  buried  in  Magdeburg. 

Friedrich  Wille  was  born  January  16,  1876,  in 
Magdeburg,  and  attended  school  in  his  native  town¬ 
ship.  His  education  completed,  for  at  least  the  time 
being,  he  forthwith  entered  the  banking  business 
when  only  fourteen  years  of  age.  His  first  association 
was  with  the  private  banking  house  of  C.  Benne- 
witz,  an  establishment  later  consolidated  with  the 
Madgeburg  Private  Bank,  a  German  provincial  insti¬ 
tution,  where  he  remained  ten  years.  Beginning  work 
here  as  an  humble  employee,  he  gradually  rose  to 
positions  requiring  a  high  sense  of  responsibility  and 
authority.  Contributing  to  this  earlier  success  were 
principally  a  warm  liking  for  his  calling  and  his 
characteristic  application  to  duty. 

At  last,  after  acquiring  several  years  of  valuable 
banking  experience,  Friedrich  Wille  realized  that 
in  America  lay  fuller  opportunity  for  advancement 
in  his  profession.  With  this  thought  in  mind  he 
began  a  study  of  English  and  French  in  order  to 
fully  equip  himself  for  foreign  exchange  activities 
and  for  work  in  a  new  country.  In  1900,  he  sailed 
on  the  steamship  “Phoenicia,”  and  after  landing  in 
New  York  City,  came  immediately  to  Staten  Island 
to  live.  His  first  year  and  a  quarter  of  residence 
were  spent  in  Stapleton,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Annadale  and  has  since  dwelled  in  this  attractive 
community. 

The  first  and  only  firm  with  which  Mr.  Wille  has 
been  connected  since  commencing  his  banking  duties 
in  New  York  is  the  International  Banking  House  of 
Ladenburg,  Thalmann  and  Company,  members  of 
the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  with  headquarters 
at  No.  25  Broad  Street.  Thus,  he  has  completed  nearly 
thirty  years  of  service  with  this  company  where  he 
now  holds  the  post  of  manager  of  the  banking  de¬ 
partment.  This  position  is  one  of  a  highly-accountable 
and  supervisory  nature.  Mr.  Wille  is  a  member  of 
various  organizations  and  societies  both  on  Staten 
Island  and  elsewhere,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in 
every  movement  to  improve  his  neighborhood. 

Friedrich  Wille  married,  on  April  15,  1902,  Hed- 
wig  Rohde,  daughter  of  Wilhelm  and  Charlotte 
(Sperling)  Rohde,  of  Magdeburg,  Germany.  Of  a 
German  family  of  early  origin,  Wilhelm  Rohde  was 
the  proprietor  of  a  grocery  business  in  his  home 
town  in  that  country. 

The  residence  in  Annadale  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Wille  is  located  at  No.  513  Annadale  Road.  At 
the  time  of  its  purchase  in  1902  the  home  was  in  a 
comparatively  untenable  condition,  but  due  to  his 
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care  and  the  untiring  efforts  of  his  wife,  the  dwell¬ 
ing  was  transformed  into  a  pleasant  and  atttractive 
homestead.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  stone  fence  of 
sturdy  proportions,  a  number  of  sheltering  trees, 
shrubbery,  and  a  hedge  that  graces  the  front  lawn. 


DR.  SAMUEL  COHN,  D.  D.  S.— Prominent 
among  the  younger  men  of  the  dental  profession  on 
Staten  Island,  Dr  Cohn  since  beginning  his  practice 
has  earned  a  well-deserved  success.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Dental  College  of  Columbia  University  and 
has  his  offices  at  No.  324  Jersey  Street,  New  Brighton. 

The  parents  of  Dr.  Cohn  are  Jacob  and  Bessie 
(Poller)  Cohn.  They  are  natives  of  Russia,  and 
came  to  this  country  about  1897  and  settled  on  Staten 
Island  where  they  established  their  home.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are :  Dr.  Samuel  Cohn,  of  this  review ;  Joseph, 
who  is  a  builder  in  Jersey  City;  Archie,  George  and 
Phillip,  who  are  employed  on  Staten  Island;  Ida, 
married  Nathan  Rappaport,  deceased;  Fannie,  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Stambler;  Esther,  married  Samuel  Lotvin; 
and  Lee,  married  William  Schilling. 

Dr.  Samuel  Cohn  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1902.  He  received  his  early  education  in 
Public  School  No.  17  and  in  Curtis  High  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1920. 
He  then  entered  Columbia  Dental  College,  in  1921, 
and  in  June,  1925,  he  was  graduated  from  that  insti¬ 
tution  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery. 
In  February,  1926,  he  opened  his  offices  for  practice 
at  No.  76  Canal  Street,  in  Stapleton,  and  in  April, 
1929,  removed  to  his  present  address.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Richmond  County  Dental  Association,  Sec¬ 
ond  District  Dental  Society,  and  fraternally,  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Dr.  Cohn  married  on  June  29,  1930,  Elsie  C.  Neufeld 
of  Philadelphia. 

THOMAS  HOOD — Representative  of  the  second 
generation  of  his  family  to  live  on  here,  the  late 
Thomas  Hood,  was  a  native  of  West  New  Brighton 
and  admired  alike  for  his  strong  attachment  to  the 
interest  of  this  community  and  his  admirable  citizen¬ 
ship.  He  was  also  regarded  highly  for  his  life  at 
home  and  the  deep  affection  he  had  for  his  family. 

Mr.  Hood,  on  his  paternal  side,  came  from  ances¬ 
tors  residing  for  numerous  generations  in  Germany 
where  the  family  was  well  represented  in  professional 
life,  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  among  the  land-holding 
and  agricultural  gentry.  According  to  genealogical 
research  certain  of  their  number  were  active  in  civil 
life  in  their  representative  townships  and  were  re¬ 
garded  generally  as  exemplary  citizens. 

During  the  middle  and  latter  portions  of  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century  other  earlier  branches  of  the  family, 
motivated  largely  by  economic  and  religious  reasons, 
emigrated  to  America.  Locating  in  New  England  they 
became  pioneer  founders  and  established  homes  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  One  of  their  number, 
Samuel  Hood,  came  from  Lynn,  England,  and  was 
one  of  the  little  group  who  settled  the  village  of 
Lynn,  Massachusetts. 

Concerning  the  branch  with  which  our  Thomas 
Hood  was  affiliated,  the  first  member  of  whom  there 
is  definite  mention,  was  George  Hood,  a  native  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  America  with  his  family  about 
1850  and  resided  in  West  New  Brighton.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  an  occupation  in  the  old  Dye  Works  and  was 
highly  respected.  He  married  Katherine  (surname 
unknown)  of  Germany,  and  their  children  were : 
Conrad,  George,  of  whom  further;  Elizabeth,  John, 
Thomas,  and  Frederick. 
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George  Hood  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  home  city  in  Germany,  and  after  coming  here 
was  employed  by  the  Staten  Island  Dyeing  Establish¬ 
ment.  In  the  local  directory  of  1893  his  name  appears, 
his  place  of  residence  being  given  as  No.  3  Britton 
Street,  West  New  Brighton,  and  his  calling,  that  of 
a  “dyer.”  Thus  he  was  then  associated  with  Barrett, 
Nephews  and  Company.  In  the  1897  directory  he  is 
similarly  mentioned,  together  with  his  son,  George, 
Jr.,  the  latter  being  an  ice  dealer.  John  and  Fred¬ 
erick  Hood,  in  this  last  directory,  were  listed  as  car¬ 
riage-maker  and  block-cutter,  respectively,  and  they 
also  lived  at  No.  3  Britton  Street.  Both  George  Hood 
and  his  wife  are  buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  along 
Victory  Boulevard. 

Thomas  Hood’s  birth  occurred  in  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  November  11,  1864,  the  village  in  which  his  entire 
life  was  destined  to  be  spent.  He  attended  public 
school  not  far  from  his  home  and  after  finishing  his 
studies  found  employment  as  a  clerk  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  operated  by  the  late  Bartlett  Brown  at  Broad¬ 
way  and  Castleton  Avenue.  Later  he  served  as  book¬ 
keeper  for  the  firm  of  Clark  and  Morton  and  con¬ 
tinued  this  association  for  several  years.  He  was 
mentioned  as  serving  in  this  capacity,  according  to 
the  directory  of  1893,  residing  the  meanwhile  at  the 
family  residence  on  Britton  Street.  In  1901  he  severed 
his  connection  with  this  last-named  concern  and  be¬ 
gan  an  association  with  Frank  McWilliams,  Inc.,  well 
known  dry  dock  operators  of  West  New  Brighton. 
He  remained  identified  with  this  firm  until  his  death. 

He  was  known  as  a  zealous  worker,  ever  loyal  to 
the  establishments  with  which  he  was  identified  and 
ready  to  serve  their  interests  efficiently  and  without 
stint  of  time  or  effort.  Though  not  outspoken  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  public  importance,  nevertheless  he  supported 
such  movements  as  would  benefit  the  Island  at  large 
and  his  own  district  in  particular.  One  of  his  keenest 
enjoyments,  outside  of  his  business  tasks,  came  from 
his  affiliation  with  the  Masonic  Order.  He  was  a 
member  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701,  and  was 
also  identified  with  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  219,  Royal 
Arch  Masons.  Being  a  native  of  West  New  Brighton 
and  a  life-long  resident  of  this  community  it  was  nat¬ 
ural  that  he  should  become  active  in  Veteran  Fire¬ 
men’s  affairs.  For  long  years,  therefore,  he  held  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Veteran  North  Shore  Firemen’s  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Thomas  Hood’s  death  came  on  July  9,  1917,  at  his 
residence,  No.  118  Dongan  Street.  At  the  funeral 
service  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Edward  J.  Russell  of 
Calvary  Presbyterian  Church,  well-deserved  tribute 
was  paid  by  Pastor  Russell  to  his  memory.  Pastor 
Russell  said  in  essence,  that  “There  was  much  in  his 
life  to  remember  that  will  keep  green  and  bright  the 
years  he  had  spent  in  his  native  town.”  He  also  em¬ 
phasized  Mr.  Hood’s  exemplary  life  and  his  influence 
in  his  community.  Masonic  ritualistic  services  fol¬ 
lowed  thereupon,  the  funeral  oration  being  delivered 
by  Worshipful  Brother  Thomas  J.  Clarke,  assisted  by 
Worshipful  Brothers  Frank  Ockenfels,  Hugo  M.  H. 
Koenig,  Alexander  Maclver  and  August  E.  Holtham. 
Interment  took  place  in  the  family  plot  in  Fairview 
Cemetery. 

Though  highly  regarded  by  his  many  friends  and 
associates,  probably  an  even  wider  manifestation  of 
the  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Hood  was  held  came  from 
the  local  press.  The  “Staten  Islander”  said  in  part: 
“Mr.  Hood  had  a  kindly,  genial  disposition  which 
made  him  many  friends.  He  will  long  be  remembered 
with  respect  and  his  memory  honored  by  all  who 
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knew  him.”  Besides  his  two  brothers,  George  and 
Frederick,  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  John  Marr,  Mr.  Hood 
is  survived  by  two  sons,  mentioned  later. 

Thomas  Hood  married,  in  1884,  Annie  Scott,  of  a 
family  long  seated  on  Staten  Island.  Mrs.  Hood’s 
death  came  on  August  29,  19x3.  She  and  her  husband 
were  the  parents  of  two  sons,  both  of  whom  were 
educated  in  the  local  schools:  1.  Frederick  G.,  born 
October  25,  1886,  has  held  responsible  positions  with 
brokerage  firms  in  New  York  and  engages  presently 
in  this  business.  His  memory  of  his  father  is  one  of  a 
kindly  and  patient  parent  who  instilled  in  his  son  the 
principles  of  loyalty  and  industry.  Frederick  G.  Hood 
married,  on  November  24,  1916,  Agnes  E.  Schoen,  of 
an  old  family  of  the  Island.  They  have  a  son,  Robert 
H.,  born  July  15,  1917.  Mrs.  Frederick  Hood’s  father 
was  an  uncle  of  the  late  George  Bechtel.  2.  Harold  S. 
Hood,  born  February  26,  1889,  is  the  other  son  of  the 
late  Thomas  Hood. 


CHARLES  H.  WICKERT— Enterprise  and 
business  capability  are  the  basis  of  the  success  which 
has  come  to  Charles  H.  Wickert,  president  of  the 
Four  Corners  Motor  Car  Corporation  at  West 
Brighton.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
in  this  section  though  his  business  activities,  as  a 
whole,  extend  to  all  parts  of  the  island.  He  has 
resided  here  all  his  life  and  has  become  identified 
with  public  and  other  activities,  particularly  in  the 
West  Brighton  district. 

Of  German  descent,  Charles  H.  Wickert  was  born 
December  12,  1888,  at  Castleton  Corners,  nearby  his 
present  business  address,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Caro¬ 
line  (Algier)  Wickert.  The  Wickert  family,  which 
was  long  seated  in  Germany,  was  first  represented 
in  America  by  Henry  Wickert,  who  was  born  in 
Hessen,  Germany,  in  1846.  Believing  that  he  would 
find  better  opportunities  for  advancement  in  a  new 
land  the  elder  Wickert  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1865,  settled  in  Staten  Island  and  became  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Monroe  Eckstein  Brewery  at  Four 
Corners.  He  retained  this  position  until  1917  when 
his  retirement  took  place  and  his  death  occurred 
three  years  later  in  June,  1920.  A  man  of  a  sincere 
and  industrious  nature  the  late  Mr.  Wickert  earned 
the  hearty  respect  of  the  community.  The  mother  of 
Charles  H.  Wickert,  Caroline  (Algier)  Wickert,  was 
born  at  Hackensack,  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  Staten 
Island,  February  26,  1922.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wickert, 
Sr.,  were  married  April  3,  1869  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  a  number  of  children  of  whom  several 
grew  to  maturity:  Katie,  now  Mrs.  Schabert;  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  now  Mrs.  Sohn;  Amelia,  now  Mrs.  Wilde; 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  Smith ;  Sophie,  now  Mrs.  Muller ; 
Henry  and  Charles,  our  subject. 

After  attending  Public  School  No.  14  in  Stapleton, 
Charles  H.  Wickert  then  pursued  a  business  course  at 
Drake’s  Business  College  at  Bayonne,  New  Jersey. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  employed  with  his 
father  in  the  brewing  business  and  continued  therein 
for  fourteen  years.  In  June,  1918,  he  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  Army  as  a  member  of  Company  M, 
12th  Pioneer  Infantry  Regiment  and  served  overseas 
until  his  discharge  in  October,  1919.  In  his  military 
capacity  he  experienced  actual  service  on  the  front 
in  the  Hesse  Woods,  Meuse  Argonne  and  other 
important  engagements. 

Returning  from  Europe  Mr.  Wickert  established 
the  Four  Corners  Motor  Car  Company  after  a  care¬ 
ful  survey  of  motor  car  business  on  Staten  Island 
and  became  sales  agent  and  distributor  for  the  Chand¬ 
ler  Automobile  Company.  From  1921  to  1923  he 


handled  the  cars  manufactured  by  this  concern  but 
discontinued  this  service  in  the  latter  year.  He  then 
became  one  of  the  island  agents  for  the  Nash  motor 
car,  working  in  association  with  the  Warren  Nash 
Company  of  New  York.  At  the  present  time  he  main¬ 
tains  this  agency,  operating  his  business  in  a  large 
and  conveniently-located  building  at  No.  1732  Victory 
Boulevard,  West  Brighton.  Modern  show  rooms  in 
which  new  models  are  displayed,  comprise  a  part  of 
the  establishment.  A  large  garage  used  for  car- 
storage  purposes  and  a  service-station,  well  equipped 
to  supply  the  needs  of  motorists,  is  also  an  important 
factor  in  the  continued  success  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Wickert  is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Staten  Island  Lodge, 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
James  S.  Slosson  Post,  No.  53,  American  Legion; 
and  the  Richmond  County  Auto  Dealers’  Association. 
He  also  aids  in  civic  and  charitable  movements  of 
both  a  local  and  island-wide  character. 

Charles  H.  Wickert  married,  on  June  5,  1921, 
Gertrude  Goldsmith,  of  White  Lake,  New  York, 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Josephine  Goldsmith.  Louis 
Goldsmith  is  engaged  in  the  florist  business  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  greenhouses  maintained  on  the  John 
Birmingham  Estate  in  East  Norwich,  Long  Island. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wickert  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Raymond  Arthur,  born  in  1922.  The  Wickert  home 
is  situated  at  No.  638  Manor  Road,  West  Brighton. 

JOHN  GLEN  — The  review  related  herein  is 
chiefly  of  the  Glen  family,  whose  residence  and  ac¬ 
tivities  in  Linoleumville  have  aided  greatly  in  the 
cultural  as  well  as  the  material  advancement  of  that 
district.  The  late  John  Glen  was  widely  known  in 
other  parts  of  Staten  Island  as  well  as  here,  through 
his  identity  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  on  the 
Island.  His  widow  is  particularly  known  for  her 
association  in  church,  educational  and  charitable  work. 

John  .Glen,  whose  birth  occurred  April  26,  1872,  at 
Renton,  in  Dunbartonshire,  Scotland,  was  of  a  family 
of  six  children,  his  parents  being  Robert  and  Janet 
(McLearn)  Glen.  Following  a  public  school  educa¬ 
tion  and  an  apprenticeship  in  mechanics,  he  further 
fitted  in  the  profession  of  engineering  through  at¬ 
tendance  at  night  school  After  pursuing  his  occupa¬ 
tion  in  Scotland  for  a  time  he  came  to  America.  In 
March,  1906,  he  located  on  Staten  Island  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Wilde  Linoleum  Company  and  was 
connected  with  that  firm  in  the  capacity  of  a  skilled 
mechanic  from  that  time  on  until  more  recent  date. 

Having  been  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  to 
which  he  was  chosen  a  life  member  while  in  Scotland, 
he  became  a  member  of  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  408,  on 
Staten  Island,  and  was  one  of  the  first  in  Linoleum¬ 
ville  to  join  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  being  identi¬ 
fied  with  Lodge  No.  162  in  Linoleumville,  and  in 
business  affairs  he  held  a  membership  in  the  Linole¬ 
umville  Building  and  Loan  Association.  In  his  po¬ 
litical  persuasion  he  was  of  the  Republican  party  and 
supported  its  principles.  Before  coming  to  America, 
Mr.  Glen  served  nineteen  years  in  the  British  Volun¬ 
teer  Army,  first  as  a  private  and  later  as  a  corporal 
in  the  Cycle  Corps. 

Donald  Glen,  the  brother  of  the  late  Mr.  Glen,  re¬ 
sides  in  Linoleumville,  while  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Jessie 
Ritche  and  Mrs.  Christina  Harvey,  live  respectively 
in  Renton,  Scotland  and  Brooklyn,  New  York.  An¬ 
other  brother,  Robert,  and  a  sister,  Margaret,  died  at 
an  early  age.  These  constituted  the  family  of  the 
Glens  in  Scotland. 
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On  June  I,  1894,  Mr.  Glen  was  married,  in  Renton, 
Scotland,  to  Margaret  McKirdy,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Margaret  (Smith)  McKirdy  of  that 
town.  Mrs.  Glen  is  also  a  native  of  Renton,  her  birth 
having  occurred  on  March  1,  1871,  the  third  of  a 
family  of  nine  children.  Shortly  after  her  husband 
left  Scotland  for  this  country  she  and  her  three  chil¬ 
dren  journeyed  across  the  Atlantic  to  join  him  and 
subsequently  came  to  Staten  Island. 

Mrs.  Glen  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star, 
Beacon  Light  Lodge,  being  one  of  the  first  to  join  in 
Linoleumville.  She  is  a  former  president  of  the 
Ladies  Aid  Society  of  the  Dickinson  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  where  she  and  her  family  worship,  and 
is  closely  connected  with  the  work  of  the  Mother’s 
Club  of  Public  School  No.  26.  At  the  time  of  the 
World  War  she  gave  unstintedly  of  her  time  and 
energy  in  relief  work  carried  on  by  the  Linoleumville 
Red  Cross  Chapter.  She  was  also  a  godmother  of 
Ward  No.  7  in  the  Fox  Hills  Hospital,  where  many 
wounded  soldiers  were  treated  during  and  after  the 
World  War. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glen  were  the  parents  of  four  daugh¬ 
ters  :  Greta  M.,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  unmarried ; 
Jenny  S.,  married  Andrew  Dennis  of  Linoleumville, 
and  they  have  a  daughter,  Margaret;  Catherine  H.,  is 
the  wife  of  Arthur  Williams  of  Port  Richmond; 
Christina,  being  the  only  one  of  the  family  born  in 
this  country. 

The  Glen  home  is  pleasantly  situated  at  No.  114 
Wilde  Avenue,  Linoleumville.  Mr.  Glen’s  death  oc¬ 
curred  October  9,  1930,  and  he  was  buried  at  Valhalla 
Cemetery,  on  the  Island.  He  was  a  man  much  re¬ 
spected  for  the  interest  he  took  in  his  community  and 
especially  in  his  home  and  family.  In  his  passing 
Linoleumville  lost  one  of  its  esteemed  residents. 


WILLIAM  ELTON  DIEM,  JR.,  D.  D.  S.— For 

the  past  eight  years  Dr.  Diem  has  been  engaged  in 
general  dental  practice  at  Stapleton.  His  offices  are 
located  at  No.  307  St.  Paul’s  Avenue,  where  he  is 
taking  care  of  a  large  and  steadily  growing  practice. 
Dr.  Diem  is  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  College  of 
Dentistry. 

Dt.  William  Elton  Diem  is  the  son  of  William  E. 
and  Eva  (Adams)  Diem,  and  was  born  in  Schenec¬ 
tady,  New  York,  June  27,  1900.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  various  schools,  including  Schenectady 
public  schools  followed  by  two  years  in  the  high 
school  in  Schenectady,  one  year  in  a  New  York  City 
high  school,  and  one  year  in  Poughkeepsie  High 
School.  He  then,  in  1918,  entered  the  New  York  Col¬ 
lege  of  Dentistry,  where  he  completed  his  course  with 
graduation  in  1922  and  engaged  in  practice  in  Staple- 
ton,  Staten  Island.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond 
County  Dental  Association. 


LORENZ  KETTNER — A  soldier  aiding  the 
cause  of  the  North  during  the  great  Civil  War,  in 
our  country,  though  he  was  a  native  of  Germany,  was 
one  of  the  outstanding  features  preformed  by  the  late 
Lorenz  Kettner  in  his  adopted  country.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Stapleton  the  larger  portion  of  his  life¬ 
time,  the  owner  of  a  successful  blacksmith  establish¬ 
ment  in  that  town,  and  a  true  patriot  and  citizen. 

The  birth  of  Lorenz  Kettner  occurred  April  13, 
1848,  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  his  parents  having  been 
Jacob  and  Mary  Kettner  of  that  town.  The  elder 
Kettner,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  was  the  proprie¬ 
tor  of  a  meat  business  in  his  home  town  but  sailed  for 
America  in  1851  with  his  family  when  his  son  was 


three  years  of  age.  After  landing  in  New  York  he 
proceeded  almost  immediately  to  Staten  Island  where 
he  permanently  settled.  Here  he  became  engaged  as 
a  wholesale  meat  dealer  and  remained  at  this  calling 
until  his  death  in  1871,  when  he  was  seventy-six 
years  of  age.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  who  had  died 
twelve  years  previously,  in  1859,  were  buried  in 
Woodland  Cemetery,  Staten  Island. 

Lorenz  Kettner  attended  the  old  grade  school  in 
Stapleton,  after  which  he  joined  the  army  and  served 
in  the  Civil  War  as  a  drummer,  during  three  years 
of  the  conflict.  At  the  end  of  the  war  he  was  but 
seventeen  years  old.  Two  years  later  he  entered  the 
employ  of  M.  O’Halloran,  who  operated  a  black¬ 
smith  shop  on  Broad  Street,  Stapleton,  and  learned 
the  trade  which  he  made  his  life’s  occupation. 

Upon  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-five,  Mr.  Kettner 
determined  to  purchase  and  manage  a  business  of  his 
own,  having  assimilated  the  necessary  experience  at 
his  trade.  So  he  bought  a  shop  on  Targee  Street  in 
1873  and  remained  in  this  business  until  his  death  in 
1910.  His  place  of  business,  however,  was  transferred 
during  later  years  to  a  location  at  the  corner  of  Van 
Duzer  Street  and  St.  Paul’s  Avenue,  Stapleton. 

Mr.  Kettner  was  a  loyal  citizen  and  a  liberal  sup¬ 
porter  of  all  public  movements.  A  staunch  Democrat 
by  political  persuasion,  he  acted  for  several  years  as 
party  leader  in  his  district  but  never  ran  for  public 
office.  He  was  a  member  of  Volunteer  Fire  Company, 
kescue  Engine  No.  9,  and  was  an  attendant  at  Trin¬ 
ity  Lutheran  Church. 

The  marriage  of  Lorenz  Kettner  took  place  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  January  29,  1874,  to  Maria 
Reinhart  of  that  city.  She  was  a  native  of  Staten 
Island,  having  been  brought  to  Newark  by  her  par¬ 
ents  at  an  early  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kettner  became 
the  parents  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  were  born 
in  Stapleton  and  received  their  early  education  in 
Public  School  No.  14  before  entering  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  1.  Lawrence  J.,  the  eldest,  was  born 
November  29,  1876,  attended  Staten  Island  Academy 
and  then  became  a  student  at  Pratt  Institute,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  from  which  he  was  graduated  as  an  engineer. 
With  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  in  the  World 
War  he  went  into  the  service,  holding  the  rank  of 
Senior  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Marine  Corps. 
At  present  he  is  the  owner  of  a  sizeable  garage  busi¬ 
ness  in  Stapleton.  His  marriage  took  place  in  1904 
to  Alvina  Brown,  also  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Alvina.  2.  Frederick 
M.  Kettner  is  mentioned  biographically  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  3.  Arthur  W.,  who  was  born  May  5,  1884, 
attended  public  and  Curtis  High  School,  after  which 
he  followed  the  business  with  which  his  father  had 
long  been  associated.  After  remaining  thus  engaged 
until  1920  he  left  Staten  Island  for  Excelsior,  Min¬ 
nesota,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  and  St.  Paul  Railroad  in  their  maintenance 
department.  In  1910  he  married  Rose  N.  Beinert,  also 
of  a  long-established  Staten  Island  family.  They  have 
three  daughters:  Elinor,  Florence  and  Anita.  4.  The 
youngest  of  the  children  of  Lorenz  and  Maria  (Rein¬ 
hart)  Kettner  was  Harry  G.,  born  July  28,  1886. 
He  attended  the  graded  school,  graduated  from  Curtis 
High  School,  took  courses  at  Packer  Institute  and 
later  studied  at  New  York  University.  From  the  lat¬ 
ter  institution  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Veterinary 
Medicine  was  awarded  him,  after  which  he  continued 
in  the  practice  of  this  profession.  He  also  devoted 
considerable  attention  to  service  in  the  National 
Guard,  State  of  New  York,  becoming  an  armorer  of 
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the  51st  Cavalry  Troop.  During  the  participation  of 
our  country  in  the  World  War,  he  served  overseas 
with  the  27th  Division,  being  a  lieutenant  in  the  53d 
Infantry  Brigade.  The  Distinguished  Service  Cross 
was  awarded  him  as  a  well-merited  citation.  His  mar¬ 
riage  to  Rose  M.  Dubiner,  of  a  family  long  resident 
in  Staten  Island,  occurred  in  1917.  They  have  a  son, 
Raymond  F. 


JOSEPH  MINKEL — Among  the  leading  hard¬ 
ware  merchants  of  the  Island  and  having  a  place  of 
business  located  in  Brighton  Heights,  Mr.  Minkel  is 
conducting  an  establishment  in  that  progressive  section 
which  gives  promise  of  further  expansion  and  success 
in  the  future  years.  He  has  also  experienced  a  nauti¬ 
cal  career  productive  of  distinctive  service  and  a  pro¬ 
motion  to  the  post  as  a  Master  Mariner.  During  the 
World  War  in  such  duties  he  aided  his  country  on  the 
high  seas  and  acquitted  himself  with  credit. 

The  Minkel  family  is  of  German  origin,  being  first 
represented  in  America  by  Edward  Minkel,  his  father, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1872.  The  elder  Minkel 
was  educated  there  and  voyaged  to  New  York  about 
1891  and  located  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  became  well 
known  in  the  brewing  industry.  He  married  Emma 
Graf,  of  an  old  Brooklyn  family.  Her  father  was  the 
owner  of  a  large  brass  factory  which  is  still  in  exist¬ 
ence. 

Edward  Minkel  and  his  wife  had  three  sons,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living,  Frederick,  residing  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  and  Joseph,  of  this  review.  The  elder  Minkel’s 
death  occurred  in  Brooklyn  in  1920  and  he  is  survived 
by  his  widow,  who  resides  there. 

Joseph  Minkel  was  born  January  3,  1900,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Brooklyn,  after  which  he  entered  a  nautical  school 
held  aboard  the  training  ship,  “Newport.”  With  the 
coming  of  the  World  War,  and  particularly  during 
the  participation  of  the  United  States  in  that  con¬ 
flict,  he  served  his  country  on  vessels  bringing  relief 
to  the  Allied  battlefront.  He  was  privileged  to  un¬ 
dergo  several  exciting  adventures  aboard  ships  that 
threaded  their  way  through  the  submarine  zone.  At 
length,  in  1922,  he  was  granted  a  certificate  as  Master 
Mariner,  thus  being  licensed  to  command  vessels  in 
any  territory  and  was  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
youngest  men  ever  to  receive  this  distinction.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this,  he  also  became  licensed  as  a  pilot  in 
nearby  New  York  waters  and  holds  similar  certifi¬ 
cates  for  Philadelphia  and  vicinity. 

Leaving  the  merchant  marine  service  on  September 
11,  1924,  Mr.  Minkel  became  associated  with  his 
brother,  Frederick,  who  is  a  painting  contractor  in 
Brooklyn.  On  March  1,  1926,  he  came  to  Staten 
Island  and  entered  the  firm  of  Campbell  and  Hav- 
holm,  then  on  January  1,  1927,  he  purchased  the 
interests  of  the  other  members  of  the  organization  and 
continued  the  business  as  Campbell  and  Havholm, 
Incorporated.  He  served  as  president  of  this  firm  until 
January,  1929,  when  the  corporation’s  dissolution  was 
effected  and  then  founded  a  new  firm  under  his  own 
name.  His  establishment,  which  is  now  located  at  No. 
796  Castleton  Avenue,  deals  in  hardware,  house  fur¬ 
nishings  and  paints.  Situated  as  it  is  in  a  compara¬ 
tively  new  business  district,  the  enterprise  has  been 
more  than  moderately  successful.  Mr.  Minkel  has  also 
been  enabled  to  broaden  the  scope  of  his  business  ap¬ 
preciably  and  supplies  both  North  and  East  Shore 
communities  with  household  commodities. 

Mr.  Minkel,  since  coming  to  Staten  Island,  has 
evinced  a  warm  interest  in  local  movements  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


His  marriage  occurred  on  March  21,  1920,  to  Julia 
Giordano  of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minkel  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Edward  Joseph,  born  May  16, 
1921,  and  Emma  Julia,  born  September  19,  1925.  Mr. 
Minkel’s  residence  is  at  No.  726  Castleton  Avenue. 


EDWARD  McMAHON — A  record  of  forty  years 
in  connection  with  the  Staten  Island-Manhattan  ferry¬ 
boat  service  is  one  that  was  achieved  by  Edward  Mc¬ 
Mahon  of  New  Brighton,  who  at  the  time  of  his 
retirement  in  1929,  held  the  post  of  chief  dock  engi¬ 
neer  at  the  St.  George  Terminal.  As  a  resident  here 
for  more  than  forty-three  years  he  had  advanced  from 
a  relatively  obscure  position  to  one  of  responsibility 
with  the  Department  of  Plant  and  Structures  and  is 
well  regarded  as  a  citizen  of  the  Island. 

The  family  of  McMahon  is  of  Irish  descent  and 
has  been  represented  in  that  country  for  generations. 
Several  of  its  members  became  active  in  the  civil  and 
social  life  of  the  various  communities  in  which  they 
dwelt  and  by  occupation  many  of  their  number  fol¬ 
lowed  agriculture  and  mercantile  pursuits.  The 
father  of  Edward  McMahon  was  the  owner  of  a 
farm  in  County  Limerick  where  he  was  well  known 
as  a  citizen  and  a  man  to  whom  his  family  was  his 
greatest  possession.  He  married  Elizabeth  Flannigan, 
of  another  old  Irish  family,  and  they  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  several  children,  most  of  whom  came  to 
America.  They  follow:  1.  Edward,  of  whom  further. 
2.  Mary,  who  married,  is  the  mother  of  two  children 
and  resides  in  Rochester,  New  York.  3.  Margaret, 
deceased.  4.  Josephine,  unmarried.  5.  Elizabeth,  de¬ 
ceased.  6.  Daniel,  Jr.,  who  has  been  in  the  Municipal 
Ferry  Service  for  more  than  thirty  years,  is  married 
and  has  four  children.  All  of  the  six  children  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Flannigan)  McMahon  lived 
at  one  time  or  another  on  Staten  Island,  though  their 
parents  remained  in  Ireland. 

Edward  McMahon  was  born  May  29,  1869,  and 
obtained  his  education  in  the  national  schools  of  his 
native  district  after  which  he  voyaged  to  the  United 
States,  coming  here  alone  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 
After  landing  in  New  York  he  crossed  the  harbor  to 
Staten  Island,  settling  in  Linoleumville.  As  his  atten¬ 
tion  and  interest  was  attracted  to  the  boats  that  were 
to  be  seen  sailing  in  the  bay  and  down  the  Kill  Van 
Kull,  it  was  not  surprising  that  he  should  wish  for 
employment  on  one  of  these.  Two  years  later,  in  1889, 
he  obtained  a  job  as  a  fireman  aboard  the  old  Staten 
Island  Rapid  Transit  ferryboat  “Erastus  Wyman,” 
which  ran  between  St.  George  and  Whitehall  Street, 
New  York.  The  work  involved  hard,  physical  labor 
but  young  McMahon,  a  husky  and  well-developed  lad, 
was  easily  able  to  take  his  place  alongside  more 
mature  and  experienced  stokers. 

He  began  service  below  deck  on  the  venerable 
fleet  of  Staten  Island  ferryboats  that  furnished  trans¬ 
portation  to  increasing  numbers  of  commuters.  In 
those  days  many  of  the  boats  were  named  for  local 
townships,  including  Westfield,  Southfield,  Middle- 
town  and  Northfield  and  the  furnace  room  of  more 
than  one  of  these  sturdy  little  vessels  became  the 
scene  of  his  endeavors.  But  the  old  fleet  gave  way 
with  the  passing  of  time  to  newer  and  faster  ferries 
which  were  placed  in  operation  when  the  City  of 
New  York  assumed  control  of  the  lines.  This 
occurred  on  September  28,  1905,  the  service  coming 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of  Docks 
and  Ferries,  later  the  name  being  changed  to  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Plant  and  Structures.  Five  boats,  the 
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“Queens,”  “Brooklyn,”  “Richmond,”  “Manhattan” 
and  “Bronx”  (named  for  the  five  boroughs),  began 
to  cleave  the  waters  of  the  upper  bay,  and  with  this 
transformation  came  also  a  significant  change  in  per¬ 
sonnel. 

Mr.  McMahon,  who  had  steadily  worked  his  way 
forward  from  stoker,  to  engine  room  worker  and  then 
by  various  stages  to  the  post  of  assistant  engineer, 
was  forthwith  given  command  of  the  engine  room  on 
the  “Bronx,”  pride  of  the  city’s  new  fleet  at  the  time. 
He  was  then  thirty-six  years  of  age  and  had  spent 
almost  half  of  his  life  in  the  interest  of  the  ferry¬ 
boat  service.  His  new  position  found  him  working 
harder  than  ever  to  maintain  efficiency  and  to  keep  the 
double-compound  engines  pounding  at  an  even  gait. 
For  thirteen  years  he  continued  in  this  capacity,  prin¬ 
cipally  on  the  “Bronx,”  during  which  time  the  boat 
safely  encountered  the  various  hazards  that  had  grown 
up  with  the  steady  increase  of  harbor  traffic. 

In  1918  came  further  promotion,  Edward  McMahon 
being  made  chief  dock  engineer  at  the  St.  George 
Terminal.  A  fitting  reward  this  was  for  able  and 
lengthy  fulfillment  of  duty  that  had  known  no  abate¬ 
ment  of  interest  or  lack  of  loyalty.  Indeed,  devotion, 
self-reliance  and  industry  had  formed  the  foundation 
for  his  success  and  had  contributed  their  share  toward 
the  building  of  confidence.  Eleven  years  of  further 
duty  followed,  until  July,  1929,  when  his  retirement 
on  pension  took  place,  thus  completing  forty  years  of 
substantial  service  on  the  waters  of  the  harbor.  No 
higher  commendation  and  tribute  could  be  paid  to  his 
worthiness  than  that  forthcoming  from  William  Wirt 
Mills,  former  commissioner  of  plant  and  structures. 
According  to  Mr.  Mills  the  problems  he  was  required 
to  cope  with  during  his  term  of  office  were  met  largely 
through  the  assistance  of  Chief  McMahon. 

Mr.  McMahon  has  never  aspired  to  political  office 
nor  held  membership  in  organizations  of  this  nature. 
His  only  fraternal  affiliation  is  with  Richmond  Coun¬ 
cil,  No.  35 1,  Knights  of  Columbus.  Civic  movements, 
particularly  in  the  New  Brighton  district  where  he 
resides,  have  found  him  a  worthy  and  generous  sup¬ 
porter,  though  his  foremost  interest  is  in  his  family 
and  home. 

Edward  McMahon  married,  on  February  1,  1900, 
Elizabeth  Mullin,  born  in  Ireland  of  a  family  long 
seated  in  that  country.  A  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Mary  (Kelly)  Mullin,  she  received  her  schooling  in 
the  home  land  before  coming  to  America.  Two  sis¬ 
ters  also  came  to  this  country,  settling  in  Staten 
Island  and  later  marrying.  Margaret  became  the 
wife  of  Dennis  Foley  and  the  mother  of  four  children; 
Helen  married  Michael  Doyle  and  also  has  four  chil¬ 
dren.  To  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Mullin)  McMahon 
were  born  five  children:  four  sons  and  a  daughter 
who  follow:  1.  Daniel,  the  eldest,  is  married,  and 
by  occupation  a  sea-faring  man.  2.  Edward.  3. 
Frank,  who  is  connected  with  the  Municipal  Ferry 
service.  4.  Elizabeth.  5.  Vincent,  who  married 
Letitia  Conway  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Edward,  and  are  residents  of  Bayonne,  New  Jersey. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Mullin)  McMahon 
occurred  July  12,  1917.  The  McMahon  home  is 
located  at  No.  41  Crescent  Avenue,  New  Brighton. 


GEORGE  J.  DALY — For  three  decades  and  a 
half  the  late  Mr.  Daly  was  attached  to  the  service  of 
the  borough  of  Richmond.  In  the  district  about  West 
New  Brighton  where  his  life  was  spent,  he  was  re¬ 
garded  as  a  citizen,  devoted  to  his  church  and  to  va¬ 
rious  neighborhood  interests. 


The  family  of  which  Mr.  Daly  was  a  member  is 
of  Irish  descent,  its  activities  having  been  centered 
about  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  for  long  years.  Through¬ 
out  that  district  they  were  known  as  industrious  and 
upstanding  citizens,  following  various  occupations  and 
trades.  Undoubtedly  the  principles  underlying  the 
creation  of  a  sound  and  happy  family  existence,  were 
of  primary  interest  to  them  and,  as  such,  conscien¬ 
tiously  practiced. 

The  first  representatives  of  whom  this  review  nar¬ 
rates  were  Patrick  and  Mary  (Kellet)  Daly,  parents 
of  George  J.  Daly,  who  were  natives  of  County  Cavan 
and  educated  there.  They  left  their  home  land  in  the 
early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century,  intent  upon 
making  their  living  and  providing  a  comfortable  home 
for  their  family.  Sometime  after  arriving  in  New 
York  they  crossed  to  Staten  Island  and  made  their 
residence  in  West  New  Brighton,  then  a  relatively 
small  and  scattered  community.  At  that  time  one  of 
the  village’s  most  important  establishments  was  the 
Barrett  Nephews  Dyeworks,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
country.  The  company  administered  to  the  needs  of  a 
comparatively  large  territory  and  employed  several 
drivers  and  teamsters  in  its  service.  Mr.  Daly  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  obtaining  a  position  as  a  driver  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  in  this  capacity  for  about  forty  years. 

As  the  progenitor  of  this  branch  of  the  Daly  family 
in  America  and  the  father  of  George  J.  Daly,  it  is 
fitting  that  a  brief  insight  into  Patrick  Daly’s  char¬ 
acter  and  accomplishments  be  made.  In  the  first  place, 
he  was  a  man  of  high  integrity  and  deep  religious 
scruple,  having  received  a  sound  training  in  these 
tenets  in  his  native  land.  As  a  citizen  and  in  his  oc¬ 
cupational  life,  his  self-reliance  and  able  judgment 
stood  him  in  good  stead.  His  support  of  community 
projects  was  volunteered  willingly  and  his  family  life 
was  one  of  constant  devotion. 

Patrick  and  Mary  (Kellet)  Daly  were  the  parents 
of  the  following:  Philip;  Betty,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  five;  Charles  J. ;  George  J.,  and  James.  Patrick 
Daly,  the  elder,  died  in  1920  and  his  wife’s  passing 
came  in  1910.  Both  were  buried  in  St.  Peter’s  Ceme¬ 
tery. 

George  J.  Daly  was  born  in  the  family  home,  West 
New  Brighton,  on  August  22,  1857.  After  pursuing 
his  studies  in  the  local  public  schools,  he  began  work, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  the  Barrett  Nephews  Com¬ 
pany.  While  forging  his  way  upward  in  this  concern 
during  a  period  embracing  twenty-two  years,  he  was 
also  connected  for  a  time  with  the  company’s  police 
department  as  a  special  constable.  Altogether  nine 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  this  latter  service. 

At  length,  in  1895,  Mr.  Daly  applied  to  Edward 
Brice,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  village  of  West  New 
Brighton,  for  a  position  and  was  duly  placed  as  a 
village  employee,  attached  to  the  Cremator  Depart¬ 
ment.  Three  years  later,  upon  the  consolidation  of 
Richmond  with  Greater  New  York,  he  entered  the 
Street  Cleaning  Department  and  ultimately  advanced 
within  this  organization  to  a  post  as  section  foreman. 
He  continued  in  this  capacity  until  his  withdrawal 
from  active  duty  in  1929,  in  order  to  live  in  retirement 
at  his  home  on  Forest  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 

Outside  of  his  activities  in  the  service  of  the  bor¬ 
ough,  through  which  he  was  recognized  as  an  indus¬ 
trious  and  conscientious  worker,  Mr.  Daly  valued, 
primarily,  his  religious  and  family  associations.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  Church,  West  New  Brighton,  was  devout 
in  his  worship  and  active  in  support  of  the  parish  and 
the  Holy  Name  Society.  Prior  to  attending  this 
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church  he  had  been  identified  with  Sacred  Heart 
Parish  and  more  than  one  pastor  had  been  benefited 
materially  by  his  warm  support  and  hearty  Christian 
brotherhood. 

Mr.  Daly,  above  all,  was  deeply  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  his  home  and  family.  He  aided  civic 
movements  and  charity  to  the  extent  of  his  means  and 
energies,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s 
Association. 

George  J.  Daly’s  marriage  took  place  on  May  15, 
1886,  to  Emily  Engelbride,  daughter  of  Moris  and 
Sylvia  (Rosseman)  Engelbride.  Moris  Engelbride 
was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  his  wife  was  of  French 
birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daly  were  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  Sylvia,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Frank  Connell,  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  three  children :  Frank,  deceased, 
Sylvia  and  Emily.  Mrs.  Connell  was  the  first  lady 
deputy  of  Richmond  Borough  and  first  in  the  State 
for  the  Democratic  party.  2.  George,  deceased,  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  Gill  and  they  became  parents  of  three 
daughters,  Margaret,  Sylvia  and  Rita.  He  was-  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Postal  Service,  with  headquarters  in 
the  Port  Richmond  Post  Office. 

George  J.  Daly,  Sr.,  passed  away  at  his  home,  No. 
1050  Forest  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  28,  1930,  following  a  six  months  illness.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
Church,  interment  taking  place  in  St.  Peter’s  Ceme¬ 
tery. 


FRANK  LOUIS  GRENNIE— In  our  modern 
age  the  term  “live  wire”  has  been  drafted  into  service 
to  define  the  character  and  personality  of  a  man 
whose  activities  have  attracted  attention.  The  title 
is  attained  worthily  by  a  comparative  number,  but 
when  ^given  concertedly  it  is  a  designation  of  distinc¬ 
tion.  It  has  been  so  won  in  a  large  measure  by  Frank 
L.  Grennie  of  New  Dorp,  while  he  was  at  college 
and  in  his  later  years.  His  business  activities  have 
been  a  feature  of  the  town  and  he  has  won  the  ad¬ 
miration  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  drug 
store  is  a  center  of  activity  and  one  of  the  substantial 
places  of  business  of  its  Class  in  the  Borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond.  He  is  a  pharmaceutical  graduate  and  has 
applied  such  knowledge  in  his  career,  both  during  his 
military  service  in  the  recent  World  War  and  in  his 
mercantile  pursuit. 

Frank  L.  Grennie  has  lived  practically  all  his  life 
in  New  Dorp,  although  he  was  born  June  21,  1896, 
in  New  York,  his  parents  removing  to  Staten  Island 
when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  a  public  school,  later  graduating 
from  Curtis  High  School  in  the  class  of  1916  from 
whence  he  entered  higher  studies  described  later. 

His  father,  Richard  Grennie,  was  a  native  of 
Naples,  Italy,  where  he  was  born  November  19, 
1870.  The  elder  Grennie  came  to  the  United  States 
alone  when  he  was  but  thirteen  years  of  age  and 
first  located  in  New  York,  where  he  obtained  some 
education  in  the  local  schools.  He  in  time  followed 
the  building  construction  trade  and  acted  as  general 
foreman  for  several  well  known  contractors.  His  wife, 
Anna  (Monica)  Grennie,  whom  he  married  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four,  was  a  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Mary  Monica.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Grennie:  Frank  L.,  our  subject;  Rose,  now 
Mrs.  Flower  Reigi;  Richard,  a  civil  service  employee, 
and  Robert,  a  student  at  school. 

Frank  L.  Grennie,  our  subject,  afterward  attended 
the  Columbia  College  of  Pharmacy,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1922  with  the  degree 


of  Graduate  of  Pharmacy.  In  his  school  days  he  was 
considerable  of  an  athlete,  having  competed  in  track 
meets,  basketball,  baseball  and  football.  Upon  his 
graduation  from  Columbia  he  became  the  manager  of 
a  group  of  five  chain  drug  stores,  known  as  the 
Richmond  Borough  Drug  Company,  an  occupation 
which  he  followed  until  1924,  when  he  established 
himself  in  independent  business  at  No.  154  New 
Dorp  Lane,  where  he  has  since  continued.  It  is  of 
interest  also  that  his  mother  is  the  owner  of  a  chain 
of  hair  dressing  shops  on  the  Island,  one  in  New 
Dorp,  one  in  Tompkinsville  and  one  in  St.  George. 
From  1917  until  1919,  during  the  participation  of 
the  United  States  in  the  World  War,  he  was  in  the 
United  States  Army  service,  assigned  to  the  Medical 
Corps  and  stationed  at  the  General  Hospital  No.  41, 
on  Staten  Island,  and  at  Ellis  Island,  New  York 
Harbor,  for  an  enlistment  of  twenty-one  months,  his 
rank  being  medical  sergeant  and  his  special  work 
being  in  the  chemical  laboratory.  Mr.  Grennie  has 
taken  a  lively  part  in  affairs  about  the  Island.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  the  local  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Fox  Hills 
Golf  Club  and  the  Colonial  Golf  Club  of  Colonia, 
New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Grennie  married  Rose  Dolores  Minotte,  of 
New  Jersey.  Their  children  are:  Frank  Louis,  Jr., 
born  May  24,  1923,  and  Richard  Anthony,  born 
August  19,  1924. 


HON.  JOHN  JEROME  KENNEY  — In  local  an¬ 
nals  from  early  times  to  the  present  day,  one  comes 
upon  an  imposing  array  of  citizens  whose  greatness 
is  evidenced  by  the  service  which  they  have  rendered 
in  the  wholesome  progress  of  our  community.  Surely, 
in  considering  the  life  and  deeds  of  these,  one  must 
not  become  unmindful  of  the  beneficent  attainments 
accomplished  by  each  in  their  especial  calling  or  voca¬ 
tion.  In  the  pursuance  of  duty  and  of  his  career, 
in  that  of  the  ancient  and  honored  profession  of  juris¬ 
prudence,  the  late  Judge  John  J.  Kenney  is  truly  to  be 
remembered  as  one  who  stood  out  eminently,  both 
as  a  citizen  and  a  jurist  in  his  time.  Of  him  a  con¬ 
temporary  said :  “He  was  a  loyal  and  distinguished 
son,  whose  daily  life  and  activity  was  closely  inter¬ 
woven  in  Staten  Island  history.  He  gave  liberally 
of  his  time,  his  service  and  his  means  for  all  move¬ 
ments  to  benefit  the  home  he  honored  and  which 
honored  him.” 

New  York  was  the  place  of  Judge  Kenney’s  birth 
which  occurred  on  March  2,  1856.  His  father,  Patrick 
Kenney,  came  to  this  country  prior  to  1850  with  an 
elder  brother  named  John.  The  mother  of  Judge 
Kenney,  Mary  Hogan,  came  here  about  the  same  time 
with  her  brothers,  Daniel  and  William.  The  latter 
brother  was  one  of  the  ’forty-niners  who  went  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  during  gold  rush  days.  Both  Patrick  and 
Mary  (Hogan)  Kenney  were  natives  of  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  and  subsequently  they  met  and  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  United  States.  They  became  the  parents  of 
four  sons  and  a  daughter,  as  follows:  John  J.,  of  this 
review;  George  F. ;  David  A.;  William  B.,  also 
accompanying  this  biography,  and  Julia  G.  Kenney. 

When  the  future  jurist  was  but  a  few  years  of  age 
the  Kenney  family  came  to  Staten  Island  and  here 
continued  to  reside  permanently.  The  elder  Kenney 
first  engaged  as  a  merchant  on  Staten  Island  and 
later  in  the  trucking  business  in  Manhattan.  Being 
mindful  of  the  opportunities  his  adopted  land  offered, 
he  encouraged  his  children  to  acquire  a  good  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  future.  Their  son  John’s  preliminary  edu- 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


551 


cation  was  attained  in  the  public  schools,  particularly 
in  old  Public  School  No.  4.  Studies  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity.  Law  School  of  New  York  then  received  his 
undivided  attention  for  the  next  few  years,  but  fol¬ 
lowing  his  graduation  he  was  engaged  as  a  teacher 
in  his  old  school,  No.  4,  on  Madison  Avenue,  Tomp- 
kinsville.  The  teaching  profession  held  him  but  three 
years,  as  his  predilection  for  the  practice  of  law  soon 
resulted  in  his  entrance  into  the  law  office  of  Tomp¬ 
kins  Westervelt.  In  February,  1880,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  Brooklyn,  and  shortly  afterward  the 
young  attorney  opened  a  law  office  here  in  New 
Brighton,  where  he  enjoyed  a  lucrative  practice.  In 
the  profession  he  became  associated  with  such  men 
of  influence  as  Special  Sessions  Justice,  Morgan  M. 
L.  Ryan  and  Assistant  District  Attorney  Frank  Innes 
and  others. 

He  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  village  of  New 
Brighton  in  1882  and  continued  in  this  capacity  for  a 
period  of  nine  years,  resigning  in  July,  1891.  As  can¬ 
didate  for  the  office  of  county  clerk  in  1894,  he  was 
elected  to  that  position  but  resigned  his  post  after  a 
six  months’  tenure,  because  a  question  was  raised  as 
to  the  validity  of  the  election,  which  was  won  in  a 
close  campaign.  His  resignation,  a  gracious  and  gentle¬ 
manly  act,  involving  no  little  amount  of  self-sacrifice 
and  courage,  won  him  the  life-long  esteem  of  Island 
citizens  who  knew  him  to  be  fearless  and  upright  in 
the  pursuance  of  every  duty,  and  especially  honorable 
in  his  political  activities. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  consolidation  into  Greater 
New  York,  under  Mayor  Van  Wyck,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Justice  of  the  First  Municipal  Court  of  the 
city  of  Greater  New  York.  When  his  term  as  Justice 
expired  in  1898,  he  was  renominated  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  organization,  of  which  he  was  always  an  active 
and  enthusiastic  member,  for  the  full  term  of  ten 
years.  After  four  years  of  excellent  work  in  this 
capacity,  he  resigned  in  order  to  resume  the  duties  of 
District  Attorney  of  Richmond  County,  to  which  office 
he  was  elected.  It  was  while  holding  this  position 
that  he  rendered  immeasurable  service  in  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  the  celebrated  Townsend  Murder  Case,  a  task 
in  which  his  inherent  resourcefulness  was  of  great 
and  lasting  value  to  the  cause  of  justice  in  Island 
judicial  circles. 

With  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  district  attor¬ 
ney,  he  again  resumed  his  law  practice,  this  time  in 
partnership  with  Bertram  G.  Eadie.  He  became  one 
of  the  outstanding  attorneys  in  the  county  and  among 
the  clients  represented  by  his  firm  were  the  former 
Richmond  Light  and  Railroad  Company,  the  Staten 
Island  Midland  Railroad,  the  Southfield  Beach  Rail¬ 
road,  the  New  York  and  Staten  Island  Ferry,  the 
Bayonne  Ferry  and  the  Richmond  Coal  and  Ice  Com¬ 
pany. 

On  September  6,  1893,  Mr.  Kenney  married  Anna 
H.  Crabtree,  the  daughter  of  James  Crabtree,  a  promi¬ 
nent  coal  merchant  in  New  Brighton.  Their  family 
consisted  of  two  daughters,  Mildred  and  Ruth  Ken¬ 
ney,  who  have  since  married  Peter  J.  Mahoney,  a 
native  of  Southold,  Long  Island,  and  Thomas  G. 
Hart,  a  native  of  Syracuse,  New  York.  Judge  Ken¬ 
ney’s  fraternal  memberships  were  with  the  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks ;  George  William  Curtis  Council,  Royal  Ar¬ 
canum  ;  Richmond  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus  and 
the  Sons  of  St.  Patrick.  He  was  a  member  of  various 
bar  associations,  and  a  former  president  of  the  New 
Brighton  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Association.  The 
local  Art  and  Science  Society  of  the  time  also  valued 
his  membership.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  of  St. 


Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  New  Brighton, 
where  he  had  served  in  his  youth  as  an  altar  boy. 

His  devoted  attention  to  his  calling,  coupled  with 
a  labor  of  a  long,  hard  and  uncompromising  nature 
led  to  a  serious  illness  which  caused  him  to  seek  rest 
for  a  time.  However,  he  resumed  his  law  practice  in 
which  he  remained  until  his  passing  in  August,  1912. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  two  daughters  and  one 
brother.  Mrs.  Kenney  lives  at  present  in  the  Ken¬ 
ney  family  home  on  Franklin  Avenue,  New  Brighton. 


WILLIAM  BENEDICT  KENNEY— The  pres¬ 
ent  era  has  often  been  characterized  as  the  age  of 
high-geared  activity  in  almost  every  branch  of  human 
endeavor.  Surely  such  a  conjecture  becomes  an  ac¬ 
tuality  when  America’s  great  industrial  and  commer¬ 
cial  districts  of  every  hue  and  variety  are  taken  into 
consideration.  Happily,  one’s  career  in  the  smaller 
and  less  populated  centers  of  the  country  is  accom¬ 
plished  in  a  calmer  and  safer  manner,  thus  here  on 
Staten  Island,  away  from  such  hustle  and  bustle  it 
is  to  one’s  advantage  to  live  and  work.  Contact  with 
our  much  engaged  citizens  and  laymen,  generally,  who 
go  about  their  daily  tasks  thoroughly  and  conscien¬ 
tiously,  while  maintaining,  in  a  sense,  the  even  tenor 
of  their  ways  and  a  spirit  of  fellowship  toward 
others,  will  bear  evidence  of  the  more  peaceful  en¬ 
vironment  in  which  they  reside  on  this  Island. 

Among  our  well  known  residents  is  William  B. 
Kenney,  chief  clerk  of  the  borough  of  Richmond,  who, 
despite  the  multiplicity  of  duties  involved  in  the 
routine  of  that  office,  takes  a  constructive  part  in 
community  welfare  and  has  a  neighborly  interest  in 
his  fellowmen.  He  is  a  younger  brother  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  J.  Kenney  (see  accompanying  biography), 
and  a  native  of  Tompkinsville.  The  Kenney  family 
had  given  up  their  home  in  New  York  several  years 
previous  to  his  birth  and  had  come  to  live  in  Rich¬ 
mond  County. 

Beginning  his  elementary  schooling  at  an  early  age, 
he  received  the  first  rudiments  of  education  in  Tomp¬ 
kinsville  but  later  became  a  pupil  in  a  public  school 
situated  in  Thirteenth  Street,  New  York.  Following 
a  preparatory  course  for  higher  education,  he  entered 
the  City  College  of  New  York.  After  a  period  of 
study  in  this  institution  fate  intervened  and  perforce 
necessitated  him  to  leave  college,  for  at  least  the  time 
being. 

Thus  his  energies  soon  became  devoted  to  working 
as  a  clerk  in  the  county  engineer’s  office  here  on 
Staten  Island.  His  duties  consisted  of  general  office 
work,  but  in  truth  he  soon  became  a  proficient  worker 
in  several  departments  as  he  attended  to  the  office 
management  of  contracts,  the  forwarding  of  estimates 
to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the  care  of  payrolls  and 
various  other  assignments.  In  addition,  he  absorbed 
a  general  knowledge  of  construction  work  and  meth¬ 
ods  of  road  building.  Gradually  he  came  to  take  a 
keen  and  appreciative  interest  in  matters  related  to 
engineering,  thus  he  finally  resolved  to  enter  Cooper 
Union  Institute  to  fit  himself  for  this  profession. 

Then  began  an  almost  unremitting  toil,  for  after 
his  day’s  work  was  completed  in  the  County  Engi¬ 
neer’s  Department,  he  crossed  to  Manhattan  to  at¬ 
tend  classes  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  Night 
School  of  Science  in  Cooper  Union.  In  1898,  upon 
the  consolidation  of  the  various  local  townships  into 
the  borough  of  Richmond  and  in  turn  the  greater  city 
of  New  York,  he  automatically  became  chief  clerk 
of  the  Department  of  Highways  in  the  borough  of 
Richmond. 

With  his  graduation  from  Cooper  Union,  the  class 
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of  1901,  and  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him,  a  conflict  arose  in  his  mind  as  to 
what  occupation  he  should  pursue.  Should  he  con¬ 
tinue  his  clerkship,  which  was  rapidly  broadening  into 
a  position  that  entailed  work  of  a  much  larger  scope, 
or  should  he  follow  the  profession  of  the  engineer? 
He  decided  in  favor  of  the  former  pursuit,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  he  has  taken  an  integral  part 
in  the  government  system  of  the  borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond.  His  official  title  is  that  of  chief  clerk  to  the 
borough  president,  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office 
being  the  Hon.  John  A.  Lynch. 

Mr.  Kenney  is  a  man  of  quiet  personality  and  bear¬ 
ing,  well  esteemed  and  known  by  many  throughout 
Staten  Island.  He  has  various  affiliations  including 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
is  a  member  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  in  New  Brighton. 
His  place  of  residence  is  Hotel  Stuyvesant,  near  Bor¬ 
ough  Hall,  St.  George. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  WEST— A  native  of  England 
and  for  several  years  a  resident  of  Brooklyn  before 
he  came  to  settle  permanently  on  Staten  Island,  John 
W.  West  was  known  as  a  self-made  man  who  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunities  presented  him  and  rose 
steadily  from  a  humble  position  to  other  posts  more 
worthy  of  his  inherent  ability  and  resourcefulness.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1907,  he  held  a  position  of  con¬ 
sequence,  being  connected  with  the  School  Board  of 
the  Borough  of  Richmond. 

John  W.  West  was  born  in  Hull,  England,  August 
19,  1851,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Jane  (Web¬ 
ster)  West.  At  a  very  early  age  he  came  to  the 
United  States  to  reside  in  Brooklyn.  While  his 
father  followed  the  life  of  a  seaman,  the  younger 
West  attended  public  school  in  Brooklyn.  At  the  age 
of  nine  he  crossed  the  Narrows  with  his  parents  who 
then  located  in  Staten  Island,  where  he  continued  his 
education.  After  leaving  school  he  was  employed 
successively  by  a  number  of  Stapleton  concerns  as 
were  other  boys  of  his  age,  though  in  the  meantime 
using  every  chance  within  his  power  in  order  to  fur¬ 
ther  his  education. 

When  he  attained  the  age  of  nineteen  he  obtained  a 
position  with  the  old  Midland  Railroad  Company  in 
a  humble  capacity,  but  by  dint  of  conscientious  and 
continuous  effort  he  soon  elevated  himself  to  an  execu¬ 
tive  position.  His  service  with  this  establishment 
ceased  in  1873,  when  the  panic  of  that  year  crippled 
the  business  of  the  railroad  and  thus  forced  most  of 
its  employees  to  seek  other  jobs.  For  some  years  Mr. 
West  was  associated  with  a  New  York  law  firm 
where  he  proved  a  valuable  employee  due  to  his 
training  and  knowledge  of  railroad  work.  This  con¬ 
cern,  which  was  known  as  Smith  and  Symington, 
was  dissolved  later  because  of  the  death  of  the  senior 
member  of  the  partnership  and  with  its  dissolution 
he  accepted  a  position  with  the  School  Board  on 
Staten  Island.  This  was  just  a  short  time  before  the 
Borough  of  Richmond  became  part  of  New  York 
City.  He  remained  in  this  service  principally  as 
attendance  officer  until  his  death  April  21,  1907. 

Mr.  West  was  a  loyal  citizen  of  Staten  Island 
playing  a  generous  but  unostentatious  part  in  civic, 
charitable  and  patriotic  enterprises  fostered  by  the 
community  in  which  he  resided.  Upon  his  death  Dr. 
Darwin  Long  Bardwell,  then  District  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  paid  sterling  tribute  to  the  character  of 
Mr.  West  both  in  his  everyday  work  and  his  associa¬ 
tion  with  others  in  the  Department  of  Education.  He 
praised  him  as  a  man  who  “had  given  the  city  long, 


faithful  and  efficient  service  as  an  attendance  officer, 
and  was  valued  as  one  of  my  most  efficient  and  re¬ 
liable  men.  He  was  always  courteous  and  kind,  was 
greatly  interested  in  his  work  and  always  did  his 
full  duty.”  Further  expressions  of  esteem  testified 
to  his  faithful  service  including  that  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  the  City  of  New  York.  A.  Emerson 
Palmer,  secretary  of  the  board,  wrote  that  during  the 
ten-year  period  in  which  Mr.  West  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  board  he  had  rendered  faithful  and  sincere 
service  and  that  he  was  greatly  admired  and  liked  by 
his  co-workers. 

Mr.  West  was  a  member  of  Company  B,  9th 
Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard,  for  sixteen 
years,  serving  as  a  lieutenant  and  later  as  a  captain 
of  artillery.  He  was  also  identified  with  Edgewater 
Volunteer  Fire  Department,  as  well  as  Enterprise 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company  of  which  he  at  one  time 
was  foreman.  Besides  being  a  trustee  of  Public 
School  No.  15,  when  Staten  Island  became  a  part  of 
New  York  City,  he  also  served  for  many  years  as  a 
notary  public.  The  post  of  Attendance  Officer  held 
by  him  was  an  elective  position. 

John  W.  West’s  marriage  took  place  March  22, 
1873,  to  Cassandra  Shepherd,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Mary  A.  (Saddler)  Shepherd,  of  Brooklyn.  To 
this  marriage  came  seven  children  all  of  whom  were 
born  on  Staten  Island.  They  were:  William  S., 
Daisy  E.,  Cassandra  L.,  Grace  M.,  Mabel  E.,  Rose 
M.  and  Frank  H.  West.  The  two  latter  children 
were  twins. 

William  S.  West,  the  eldest  son,  followed  somewhat 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  late  father.  After  receiving  his 
schooling,  he  entered  the  city  service  as  a  clerk  in 
the  Board  of  Supervisors’  office  in  Richmond  County 
before  the  consolidation  with  the  Greater  City.  This 
was  on  September  21,  1892,  but  his  transfer  to  the 
Richmond  Borough  School  Board  came  February 
14,  1898  and  his  assignment  to  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  on  May  1,  1902.  After  serving  several  years  in 
the  office  of  the  former  secretary  of  the  board  he  was 
made  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Bureau  of  Reference,  Re¬ 
search  and  Statistics  and  remained  until  August  1, 
1920,  when  he  was  appointed  Chief  Clerk  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Dr.  William  L.  Ettinger. 

After  Dr.  Ettinger’s  service  had  been  completed, 
Dr.  William  J.  O’Shea  became  superintendent  and 
was  acting  in  this  capacity  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  West,  December  12,  1927.  His  home  at  that 
time  was  at  41  Baltimore  Avenue,  Great  Kills.  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  West  married  Katherine  Lange  of  New 
Brighton,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
two  sons  and  four  daughters. 

The  loss  of  such  an  efficient  man  in  the  service  of 
the  city  was  keenly  felt  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  Tributes  to  the  integrity  and  loyalty  of 
their  late  comrade  were  paid  by  his  associates.  Dr. 
O’Shea  praised  William  S.  West  as  a  “Man  of 
ability  and  character.”  Joseph  Miller,  Jr.,  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  characterized  him  as 
“one  of  the  finest  characters  I  ever  met.  He  was  one 
of  the  best  workers  the  department  ever  had  and  was 
deservedly  beloved  and  respected  by  all.” 

Mrs.  J.  W.  West,  widow  of  John  W.,  and  mother  of 
William  S.  West,  resides  at  the  present  time  at  200 
Victory  Boulevard,  Tompkinsville. 


J.  M.  WISAN,  D.  D.  S. — Formerly  numbered 
among  the  younger  professional  men  of  Staten  Island 
and  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dental  surgery  at 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  Dr.  Wisan,  for  more  than 
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a  decade,  has  enjoyed  an  interesting  experience  within 
his  calling.  He  is  continually  alert  to  every  new 
method  to  simplify  dental  operations  and  is  a  con¬ 
scientious  student  of  literature  that  deals  with  his 
profession. 

Dr.  Wisan  was  born  February  28,  1896,  on  Staten 
Island,  the  son  of  Samuel  D.  Wisan,  deceased.  His 
mother’s  name  before  her  marriage  was  Kate  Robin¬ 
son.  She  survives  her  husband.  The  elder  Wisan 
came  from  Manhattan  to  Staten  Island  a  number  of 
years  ago  and  was  engaged  in  the  hay  and  feed  busi¬ 
ness. 

Dr.  Wisan  was  educated  in  Public  School  No.  23 
(graduated  with  high  honors)  and  Curtis  High 
School  (awarded  Blauvelt  Scholarship),  and  after 
graduating,  primis  cum  honoribus,  from  the  latter  in¬ 
stitution  he  entered  New  York  University  where  he 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  dentistry.  He  suc¬ 
cessfully  completed  his  course  and  received  his  degree 
as  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  in  the  class  of  1918, 
receiving  honorable  mention  for  clinical  work.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  high  school  and  college  years  he  was  known 
for  his  activities  in  sports,  particularly  in  baseball, 
and  soccer,  also  interested  in  public  speaking,  and 
excelled  in  music  as  a  pianist.  Dr.  Wisan  opened  his 
office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  after  receiving 
his  degree  and  for  a  time  was  located  at  Mariners’ 
Harbor  until  his  removal  to  Elizabeth.  While  here 
he  was  an  active  participant  in  every  community  en¬ 
deavor  and  was  popular  with  the  younger  citizens  as 
the  conductor  of  several  amateur  minstrel  shows.  In 
1924  Dr.  Wisan  became  a  member  of  the  Union 
County  Dental  Society,  the  New  Jersey  State  Dental 
Society  and  the  American  Dental  Society.  In  1927 
he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Oral  Hygiene  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Union  County,  and  is  active  in  promoting 
dental  educational  programs  for  the  schools  and  gen¬ 
eral  public.  He  edited  a  newspaper  column  “Mouth 
Hygiene”  in  “Elizabeth  Daily  Journal.”  He  was 
elected  treasurer  of  Union  County  Dental  Society, 
1928;  vice-president  in  1929,  and  president  in  1930. 
In  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
council  on  Mouth  Hygiene  of  New  Jersey,  and  con¬ 
ducted  dental  health  programs  throughout  the  State. 
In  1931  he  represented  New  Jersey  State  Dental 
Society  at  Child  Health  Conference  called  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Larsen,  wrote  “Dental  Clinic  Procedure”  for 
schools  of  New  Jersey;  appointed  supervisor  of 
School  Dental  Clinics  of  Union  County.  Dr.  Wisan’s 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons  and  Empire  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club.  He  is  also  prominently  identified  with  the  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Wisan  married,  in  1917,  Josephine  Saw¬ 
yer  Mason,  daughter  of  David  and  Carry  (Sawyer) 
Mason,  of  Mariners  Harbor,  and  to  this  union  have 
been  born  two  children :  Richard  and  Edythe,  both 
of  whom  are  students  in  public  schools,  of  Elizabeth. 
Dr.  Wisan’s  former  residence  was  at  59  Van  Pelt 
Avenue,  Mariners  Harbor  and  he  now  lives  at  No. 
1048  Coolidge  Road,  Elizabeth,  with  offices  at  No. 
1143  East  Jersey  Street. 


GILBERT  LINSDALE  DU  PUY— One  of  the 

oldest  homesteads  in  Richmond  County  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  is  the  Du  Puys’  in  New  Springville,  which 
stands  as  a  symbol  of  staunchness  and  inherent  char¬ 
acter  of  a  family  which  has  been  represented  here 
for  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  The  late 


Gilbert  L.  Du  Puy  was  of  the  seventh  generation 
in  direct  line  of  descent  from  the  progenitor  and  like 
his  forebears,  followed  farming  as  a  lifetime  occupa¬ 
tion  and  was  well  regarded  throughout  his  district. 

The  family  of  Du  Puy  was  one  of  the  earliest  to 
settle  on  Staten  Island,  being  among  others  who  came 
here  in  olden  times,  of  French-Huguenot  extraction. 
Since  pioneer  days  they  have  become  related  by  mar¬ 
riage  to  other  first  families  of  the  island,  including 
the  Poillons,  Deckers,  Crocherons  and  others. 

The  first  representative  of  this  group  in  America 
was  Nicholas  De  Pui,  who  came  here  in  October, 
1662  on  the  ship,  “Pumerland  Church,”  bringing  with 
him  his  wife  and  three  children.  They  became  estab¬ 
lished  on  Staten  Island  shortly  after  landing  in  this 
country  and  it  is  recorded  on  March  19,  1663.  that 
Nicholas  De  Pui  was  the  owner  of  a  Dutch  land 
grant.  In  his  will  filed  in  1691  he  mentions  his  wife, 
Catalyna,  and  the  following  children:  Jan,  Moses, 
Susannah  and  Nicholas.  In  the  year  1705,  his  wife’s 
will  names  Jan  or  John  as  her  eldest  son. 

The  name  of  this  John  Du  Puy  appears  in  the 
census  of  1706,  his  age  being  recorded  as  forty-nine. 
His  wife  was  Petronella  (surname  unknown)  Du 
Puy  and  they  had  a  number  of  children;  John, 
Nicholas,  Catherine,  Magdalena,  Susannah  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth.  In  1732  John’s  will  mentions  these  children 
and  also  Barent,  Moses,  Petronella  and  Mary.  Of 
this  group  Barent  or  Barnet  was  undoubtedly  born 
before  1714. 

Barent  Du  Puy,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
Gilbert  L.  Du  Puy,  married  Elsie  Poillon  and  the 
following  children  are  recorded  through  this  union: 
Elsie,  born  in  1739;  Johannes,  in  1742;  Elizabeth,  in 
1747;  Martha,  in  1750;  Barent,  Jr.,  mentioned  subse¬ 
quently;  and  Johannes,  the  second,  in  1754. 

The  birth  of  Barent  Du  Puy,  Jr.,  occurred  August 
1,  1751.  He  followed  farming  and  other  native  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  time.  His  death  came  July  12,  1792  when 
he  was  still  in  the  prime  of  life.  His  wife  was  Mary 
(surname  unknown)  Du  Puy,  born  February  27,  1754; 
died  September  8,  1825.  She  and  her  husband  had 
ten  children:  Nicholas,  of  whom  further;  Abraham, 
Barent,  Mary,  Elsie,  Sarah,  Daniel,  Abraham,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  and  David. 

Nicholas  Du  Puy  was  born  on  June  16,  1778,  died 
August  27,  1856.  He  married  Ellen  Decker  of  a 
family  numerously  represented  on  Staten  Island  even 
at  this  early  date  in  our  history.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Barnet  N.,  father  of  Gilbert  L.  Du  Puy ; 
Daniel,  Charity,  Mary,  Eliza,  Lenah,  and  Mabala. 

Barnet  N.  Du  Puy  was  born  June  20,  1808,  in 
New  Springville  where  he  attended  the  local  district 
school  following  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  on  his  father’s  farm  and  added  to  the  property 
in  its  improvements  thus  bringing  it  to  a  high  degree 
of  cultivation.  He  was  a  Republican  in  his  political 
affiliation  and  was  a  member  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Church,  with  which  his  wife  was 
also  identified.  Known  as  an  upstanding  citizen,  his 
judgment  was  one  to  be  sought  and  he  was  among 
the  first  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  aid  in  worthy  causes 
of  his  time.  He  died  April  6,  1890,  while  his  wife, 
born  April  29,  1820,  died  October  7,  1888. 

Barnet  N.  Du  Puy’s  wife  was  Mary  Jane  Croche- 
ion,  of  a  family  seated  here  for  long  years,  and 
they  had  six  children:  Nicholas  C.,  Gilbert  L.,  of 
whom  further;  Geraldine  C.,  Victor  S.,  Forrestine, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Barnet  F. 

The  birth  of  Gilbert  Linsdale  Du  Puy  occurred 
June  20,  1850,  in  New  Springville.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  local  schools  after  which,  like  his 
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father  and  others  before  him,  he  followed  the  life  of 
a  farmer.  For  five  years,  however,  he  gave  his  at¬ 
tention  to  oyster  fishing,  the  waters  about  Staten 
Island  furnishing  beds  that  were  both  accessible  and 
rich  during  the  period  before  the  close  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century. 

As  a  farmer  Mr.  Du  Puy  met  with  success,  due 
largely  to  his  resourcefulness  and  energy.  He  had 
before  him  the  example  set  by  the  elder  Du  Puy 
who,  in  earning  his  livelihood  from  the  soil,  won  the 
reputation  of  being  a  particularly  able  agriculturist 
and  a  conscientious  citizen.  His  son  continued  in 
this  capacity,  the  farm  being  tilled  faithfully  and 
with  appreciable  results  until  at  a  much  later  date, 
when  his  determination  to  retire  from  active  work 
terminated  in  the  sale  of  his  farm  property.  This 
land  consisted  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres. 

Mr.  Du  Puy  had  from  time  to  time  aided  civic 
movements  and  other  worthy  causes  leading  to  the 
improvement  of  our  island.  He  had  watched  the 
growth  and  development  of  this  county  with  interest 
and  was  justly  proud  of  the  record  of  the  Du  Puys 
throughout  the  generations.  Like  preceding  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  he  had  long  been  connected  with 
the  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  and  the  family  burial 
plot  is  situated  in  the  churchyard  in  New  Spring  - 
ville. 

Mr.  Du  Puy  married,  on  March  19,  1879,  Mary 
Dodge,  daughter  of  William  J.  and  Martha  (Hum¬ 
phrey)  Dodge  of  Syracuse,  New  York.  They  cele¬ 
brated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  in  1929, 
receiving  numerous  and  hearty  congratulations  of 
their  many  relatives  and  friends.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  daughter,  Shirley  S.,  born  September  12, 
1885,  who  after  graduating  from  Public  School,  No. 
20,  entered  Port  Richmond  High  School  and  there 
remained  for  a  time  until  illness  terminated  her  edu¬ 
cation.  Shirley  S.  Du  Puy  married  Frederick  Beas¬ 
ley,  of  Port  Richmond,  on  June  1,  1909,  and  they  had 
two  sons  and  one  daughter:  The  eldest  of  the  family 
is  Charles  F.,  born  March  5,  1911,  who  attended 
Public  School,  No.  20  and  Curtis  High  School. 
Robert  and  Marion  E.,  twins,  who  were  born  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1917,  the  former’s  death  coming  in  October, 
1920. 

The  Du  Puy  family  residence  is  located  at  No. 
2518  Richmond  Avenue,  New  Springville.  Through 
the  interest  in  our  island’s  history  and  in  memory  of 
their  family,  Miss  Geraldine  C.  Du  Puy  and  Mrs. 
Mary  (Dodge)  Du  Puy  had  this  narrative  inscribed 
in  the  pages  of  this  work. 


JOHN  MILLS  CORTELYOU  (Deceased)— 

One  of  the  late  residents  of  New  Springville,  who 
lived  in  this  district  during  his  lifetime  was  John 
M.  Cortelyou.  A  worthy  and  esteemed  member  of  one 
of  our  oldest  families  he  was  also  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War  and  followed  farming  as  an  occupation. 

The  Cortelyou  family  originally  came  from  France, 
the  name  first  being  written  as  “Cortelleau.”  Dur¬ 
ing  a  period  in  the  history  of  that  country  which  was 
marked  by  the  growing  dissatisfaction  of  the  French- 
Huguenots  for  French  governmental  procedure  and 
religious  policies,  certain  members  of  the  family  re¬ 
moved  to  Holland  to  enjoy  life  under  a  more  liberal 
government.  After  residing  there  for  a  number  of 
years  some  of  them  left  Holland  to  seek  economic 
opportunity  in  other  countries. 

Being  one  of  the  latter  group,  Jacques  Cortelleau 
was  undoubtedly  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America,  coming  here  as  a  private  tutor  in  1652  and 


settling  on  Long  Island  where  he  lived  until  his 
death  which  came  about  1693.  He  aided  materially 
in  the  founding  of  New  Utrecht  in  1657  and  was 
known  as  a  person  of  distinction  in  his  community. 
For  several  years  he  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  many  times  acted  as  a  referee  in  civil  suits.  He 
married  Neeltja  Van  Duyn  of  an  old  Dutch  family 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  sons,  all  of  whom 
were  born  on  Long  Island,  their  names  being  Jac¬ 
ques,  Jr.,  Cornelis,  Peter  and  William. 

Peter  Cortelleau,  born  in  1664,  died  in  1757,  re¬ 
ceived  a  land  grant  in  1702.  He  married  Dievertje 
De  Wit  and  they  also  had  four  sons:  Jacques,  born 
about  1698;  Peter,  born  in  1699;  Cornelis,  born  in 
1701,  who  settled  on  Staten  Island  according  to  Ber¬ 
gen,  and  William,  born  in  1705. 

Jacques,  the  eldest  son,  is  said  to  have  settled 
here  as  well,  he  having  come  in  the  very  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  There  is  some  men¬ 
tion  of  him  in  early  church  records.  His  wife  was 
Jacomynytie  Jemina  (Van  Pelt)  Cortelyou,  thus 
bringing  about  the  union  of  two  old  families,  for  the 
Van  Pelts  were  likewise  among  our  earliest  inhabit¬ 
ants.  He  and  his  wife  included  in  their  children  a 
daughter,  Deborah,  born  in  December,  1720,  and  a 
son,  Aaron,  born  in  1726,  died  August  22,  1787. 

Aaron,  in  turn,  married  and  became  the  father  of 
several  sons  from  whom  there  are  descended  branches 
of  the  family  on  Staten  Island  at  the  present  time. 
Their  representation  has  not  been  limited  to  a  single 
district  but  is  found  principally  in  the  New  Spring¬ 
ville,  Mariners  Harbor  and  Port  Richmond  sections. 
Due  mainly  to  the  loss  of  several  church  records  and 
documents  bearing  on  the  family  genealogy,  the  direct 
ancestral  lines  from  Aaron  down  to  our  present  mem¬ 
bers  are  difficult  to  trace,  but  perhaps,  not  entirely 
impossible. 

The  father  of  John  M.  Cortelyou  was  Jacob  Cor¬ 
telyou,  who  was  born  on  the  island  about  1828.  He 
obtained  the  usual  elementary  schooling  that  was 
furnished  in  those  days  before  beginning  his  busi¬ 
ness  activities  as  a  merchant.  He  followed  this  oc¬ 
cupation  chiefly  as  a  butcher  and  was  the  first  to 
own  and  drive  a  delivery  wagon  on  Staten  Island. 
He  was  a  man  gifted  with  business  acumen  and  a 
keen  sense  of  civic  responsibility.  His  wife  was  May 
J.  (Decker)  Cortelyou,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Jacob,  who  followed  the  sea  and  is 
believed  to  have  been  drowned  on  one  of  his  voy¬ 
ages;  John  M.,  our  subject;  Charlotte,  Frances,  and 
Louise. 

The  birth  of  John  M.  Cortelyou  occurred  March 
15,  1843,  in  New  Springville.  As  was  typical  of  that 
day  and  age  he  attended  the  local  district  school  and 
at  the  same  time  helped  his  father  in  the  latter’s 
mercantile  enterprise.  Upon  leaving  school  he  spent 
the  next  year  or  two  working  on  the  surrounding 
farms  in  the  neighborhood  and  acquiring,  withal,  a 
liking  for  this  kind  of  life.  At  length  he  was  able 

to  purchase  a  farm  of  his  own  which  he  managed 

in  connection  with  his  work  on  the  salt  meadows 

where  he  cut  hay.  Not  content  with  attending  to 

these  duties  he  also  operated  a  dairying  business  on 
the  farm  which  enabled  him  to  serve  many  families 
throughout  the  district  in  addition  to  his  own  house¬ 
hold.  As  the  years  passed  he  purchased  more  acre¬ 
age  until  his  farm  land  became  one  of  the  largest  in 
that  section. 

In  later  years  Mr.  Cortelyou  ran  the  stage  coach 
between  the  Port  Richmond  Ferry  and  New  Spring¬ 
ville  and  he  carried  mail  from  one  place  to  the  other. 
Always  a  healthy,  alert  and  vigorous  man  who 
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scarcely  ever  fell  a  prey  to  fatigue,  he  still  main¬ 
tained  his  farm  and  business,  directing  his  interests 
successfully  and  well  until  1923  when  his  retirement 
from  active  affairs  took  place. 

Mr.  Cortelyou,  though  he  was  under  twenty  years 
of  age  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  left  his 
farming  activities  to  shoulder  his  responsibility  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  ranks.  He  served  throughout  the 
war  and  fought  in  many  important  battles.  Though 
wounded  on  more  than  one  occasion  his  youth  and 
spirit  carried  him  safely  through  the  conflict  and 
back  to  New  Springville  in  good  health.  Being  par¬ 
ticularly  fond  of  hunting  and  shooting,  this  sport 
became  his  chief  avocation  later  in  life.  He  was  an 
especially  keen  shot  with  a  rifle,  his  home  containing 
several  fine  trophies  of  the  hunt. 

A  hard-working,  earnest  citizen  whose  interests 
lay  largely  with  his  farm  and  family,  Mr.  Cortelyou 
found  time  to  indulge  in  civic  activities  in  his  home 
district.  Not  caring  especially  for  public  office  his 
work  was  accomplished  quietly.  As  a  man  to  whom 
the  welfare  of  his  neighborhood  and  the  community 
at  large  meant  much  and  who  was  blessed  with  a 
congenial  and  sympathetic  nature,  he  made  a  large 
number  of  warm  friendships  during  his  lifetime.  By 
his  death  on  August  9,  1928,  New  Springville  lost 
one  of  its  well-known  residents.  He  was  for  long 
years  a  member  of  the  Asbury  Methodist  Church. 
His  interment  took  place  in  Fairview  Cemetery  where 
his  wife,  whose  death  came  in  1912,  also  is  buried. 

John  Mills  Cortelyou  married,  on  May  29,  1886, 
Eliza  J.  Housman,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter 
B.  Housman  of  Graniteville.  To  this  union  five  sons 
and  a  daughter  were  born,  all  of  whom  received  their 
education  in  the  public  school  of  New  Springville: 
1.  Garrett  E.,  the  eldest,  born  March  10,  1887,  married 
twice;  his  second  wife  being  Henrietta  Van  der  Vliet. 
Two  children  were  born  by  the  first  marriage,  Roland 
G.  and  Madelyn,  and  a  son  by  the  second  union 
named  John  M.,  after  his  grandfather.  2.  Burton, 
born  June  2,  1889.  3.  Frederick  W.,  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  25,  1891;  married  Ella  Noltej  they  have  one 
son,  Charles.  4.  Mary  J.,  born  April  12,  1893,  married 
Theodore  Krebs  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Doris 
M.  5.  Joseph,  born  July  22,  1895;  married  Anna  Elco, 
no  issue.  6.  Charles  E.,  born  May  15,  1899.  All  the 
Cortelyous  were  educated  in  the  local  schools  of  New 
Springville  and  as  they  grew  up  assisted  in  the  duties 
of  their  home. 

Burton  and  Charles  E.  Cortelyou  are  the  managers 
of  one  of  the  most  unique  businesses  on  Staten  Island. 
They  are  lessees  of  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  New 
Springville  section  on  which  they  cut  salt  hay.  This 
product  has  many  uses,  and  customers  in  practically 
all  the  eastern  seaboard  States  purchase  varying 
amounts  of  it.  The  Cortelyou  Brothers  also  maintain 
a  balery  here  from  which  they  ship  several  hundreds 
of  bales  each  year.  Charles  is  especially  fond  of 
hunting  while  Burton’s  chief  avocation  is  in  travel¬ 
ing  during  the  time  of  year  when  the  demands  of 
business  are  less  urgent. 

Both  Burton  and  Charles  E.  Cortelyou  reside  in  the 
family  homestead,  No.  2510  Richmond  Avenue,  New 
Springville. 


H.  S.  THOMSON — For  a  number  of  years  Mr. 
Thomson  has  held  the  post  of  city  surveyor,  his 
headquarters  being  at  No.  56  Bay  Street,  St.  George. 
Engaged  in  such  a  capacity  and  being  long  experienced 
in  the  special  field  of  engineering  and  surveying, 
Mr.  Thomson’s  position  is  one  of  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance,  for  upon  his  findings  depends  the  adjustment 
sf  many  significant  property  rights. 


Mr.  Thomson  was  born  in  New  York  City,  in  1870, 
the  son  of  James  Edward  and  Mary  J.  (Serrell) 
Thomson.  The  elder  Thomson  followed  an  engineer’s 
calling  as  did  his  father  before  him.  Following  the 
receipt  of  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York,  H.  S.  Thomson  embarked  on 
a  course  of  study  at  one  of  our  leading  technical 
institutions.  Following  his  graduation  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Civil  Engineer  he  immediately  entered  his 
chosen  profession  and  at  length  succeeded  his  grand¬ 
father  in  the  latter’s  engineering  firm  in  New  York. 
This  was  in  1892  and  it  was  thirteen  years  later, 
on  January  1,  1905,  to  be  exact,  that  he  removed  to 
Staten  Island  in  order  to  establish  his  business  here 
and  to  take  up  permanent  residence  in  this  borough. 

In  this  endeavor,  in  which  he  has  now  been  engaged 
for  nearly  a  half  century,  Mr.  Thomson  has  met 
with  gratifying  success,  his  firm,  that  of  H.  S.  Thom¬ 
son  and  Son,  of  which  he  is  the  executive  head,  hav¬ 
ing  risen  steadily  in  importance.  At  the  current  writ¬ 
ing  it  is  not  only  regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders  in 
this  borough  but  has  also  established  a  splendid  rep¬ 
utation  throughout  the  Metropolitan  district.  The 
estimating  and  resultant  adjustment  of  property  rights 
comes  within  the  firm’s  province  and  as  city  sur¬ 
veyor,  Mr.  Thomson’s  work  is  not  only  that  of  a 
responsible  and  exacting  nature,  but  involves  long 
hours  of  earnest  effort  and  study. 

Apart  from  his  professional  activities,  Mr.  Thom¬ 
son  finds  time  to  engage  in  affairs,  principally,  of  a 
public,  fraternal  and  social  nature.  He  is  a  strong 
supporter  of  local  civic  movements  and  is  identified 
fraternally,  with  the  Masonic  Order.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Club,  Rotary  Club,  and 
various  other  organizations. 

Mr.  Thomson  is  the  father  of  one  son,  H.  S. 
Thomson,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  Rensselaer  Polytechnic 
Institute,  and  now  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
firm  of  H.  S.  Thomson  and  Son.  The  Thomson 
residence  is  at  No.  263  Fiske  Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


JOSEPH  BLANGEY— A  Civil  War  soldier  who 
served  on  the  side  of  the  Union  with  distinction 
throughout  that  great  conflict  of  four  years  and  then 
returned  home  to  continue  a  peaceful  service  in  the 
post  office  department  of  our  government,  was  Joseph 
Blangey,  whose  death  occurred  on  Staten  Island. .  He 
married  a  native  of  this  community  and  they  resided 
at  the  Blangey  homestead  in  West  New  Brighton  for 
many  years.  _  . 

The  Blangey  family  was  represented  in  Canada,  in 
the  district  about  Quebec,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  having  come  there  from  F  ranee. 
The  parents  of  Joseph  Blangey  were  the  first  .of  the 
family  to  cross  the  ocean  in  order  to  seek  their  for¬ 
tune  in  the  New  World.  They  were  conscientious  and 
industrious  people,  devoted  to  home  and  family. .  In 
later  years  they  left  Canada  to  come  to  the  United 
States,  and  they  established  their  home  in  New  York 
City  where  their  deaths  occurred.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters.:  Nelson, 
Thomas,  Joseph,  our  subject;  Peter,  Louise,  Julia, 
and  Mary. 

The  birth  of  Joseph  Blangey  occurred  April  29, 
1840,  in  Canada,  where  his  boyhood  days  were  spent. 
At  an  early  age  he  was  brought  to  the  United  States, 
along  with  the  other  children  then  born  to  his  parents. 
He  was  thus  enabled  to  acquire  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  New  York  City.  He  was  then  variously 
employed  until  1861,  when  upon  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  he  enlisted,  and  forthwith  served  as  a 
private  in  Company  H„  8th  Regiment,  New  York 
State  Volunteer  Infantry.  His  military  service  en- 


556 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


dured  throughout  the  entire  warfare,  after  which 
he  returned  home  and  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge. 

In  1867  Mr.  Blangey  took  a  Civil  Service  examina¬ 
tion  with  a  .view  to  obtaining  a  position  that  would 
help  him  to  forge  ahead  more  rapidly.  This  hope 
was  soon  gratified  as  he  passed  the  examination  and 
entered  the  employment  of  the  United  States  Post 
Office  Department  in  New  York  City.  Here  he 
remained  for  the  next  forty  years,  serving  faithfully 
and  not  without  reward,  as  from  time  to  time  he 
received  a  well-merited  promotion.  In  all,  his  service 
was  one  seldom  surpassed  in  length  or  in  fidelity  to 
duty,  for  his  work  grew  to  be  both  important  and 
more  advanced  with  the  passing  of  years. 

Seldom  did  an  occasion  arise  whereby  Mr.  Blan¬ 
gey  was  forced  to  forego  work  for  an  extended  period, 
and  he  was  highly-respected  by  postal  officials  and 
large  numbers  of  friends  and  associates.  His  home 
life  and  standing  in  the  community  helped  to  em¬ 
phasize  his  worth  as  a  citizen.  He  had  become  a 
Staten  Island  resident  about  1870  and  from  that  time 
until  his  death  was  deeply  interested  in  civic  improve¬ 
ments,  in  charitable  enterprises,  and  was  numbered 
within  the  membership  of  numerous  societies.  He 
was  affiliated  with  various  fraternal  organizations, 
but  was  reluctant  to  accept  office  in  any,  as  by  dis¬ 
position  he  was  quiet  and  unassuming.  In  his  reli¬ 
gious  persuasion  he  was  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
being  a  member  of  Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  West  New  Brighton.  His  death  occurred 
on  Christmas  Day  in  the  year  1907,  bringing  to  an 
end  a  life  of  service  that  was  distinctive  in  its  faith¬ 
fulness  and  achievement.  Undoubtedly,  unselfish 
devotion  to  his  country  constituted  his  greatest  offer¬ 
ing.  Burial  took  place  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery. 

Joseph  Blangey  was  married  on  February  3,  1872, 
to  Elizabeth  Kelly,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Maria 
Kelly.  The  ceremony  was  performed  at  St.  Patrick’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church  (Old  Cathedral),  at  Mott 
and  Prince  streets,  New  York  City,  by  the  Rev. 
Father  John  F.  McNamee,  rector.  Mrs.  Blangey,  also 
one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1845,  on  Union  Street,  West  New  Brighton, 
her  father  a  well-known  contractor  of  that  town.  She 
was  a  woman  of  culture,  of  talent,  and  of  an  extremely 
solicitous  nature.  A  keen  business  woman  and  an 
energetic  civic  worker  and  leader,  she  gave  willingly 
of  her  time  and  means  to  charity.  She  survived  her 
husband’s  death  by  many  years,  her  passing  occur¬ 
ring  on  May  22,  1928,  at  her  residence  on  Pelton 
Avenue.  Funeral  services  took  place  from  Sacred 
Heart  Church,  West  Brighton,  interment  following 
in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery.  There  was  no  issue  to  the 
Blangey  marriage. 

This  review  is  printed  through  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  of  Miss  Mary  Butler,  executrix  of  the 
Blangey  estate  and  a  resident  of  West  New  Brighton. 


FREDERICK  BENDER — Coincident  with  the 
gradual  development  of  intensive  agriculture  in  this 
country  during  the  last  century  in  particular,  there 
has  come  an  astounding  increase  in  the  number  of 
farms  used  for  market  gardening  purposes.  In  this 
respect  Staten  Island  has  not  been  lacking  for  here 
at  the  present  time  are  no  less  than  one  hundred 
highly  intensified  and  productive  market  gardening 
properties.  Of  these,  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
managed  is  that  owned  by  Frederick  Bender,  2d, 
at  No.  3399  Victory  Boulevard,  Bull’s  Head. 

Frederick  Bender,  1st,  was  born  in  New  York, 
August  31,  1866,  his  parents  being  Frederick  and 


Elizabeth  (Frick)  Bender,  who  lived  at  that  time 
on  West  Seventy-seventh  Street.  The  Bender  fam¬ 
ily  is  of  German  descent,  the  grandfather  of  our 
Staten  Island  resident  having  been  a  native  of 
Bavaria,  Germany,  and  lived  in  that  province  dur¬ 
ing  his  entire  lifetime.  He  was  Peter  Bender,  a 
farmer  of  some  means  and  the  father  of  a  family 
of  eight;  seven  sons  and  one  daughter.  Four  of 
these  children  came  to  the  United  States  and  married 
here.  They  were:  1.  George,  who  located  in  Green¬ 
ville,  New  Jersey,  and  remained  there  until  his  death. 
2.  Jacob,  also  resided  in  Greenville.  3.  Margaret, 
married  John  Schomacker  who  conducted  a  business 
on  Broadway,  New  York,  until  his  demise  several 
years  ago.  4.  Frederick,  1st,  the  father  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch. 

Frederick  Bender,  1st,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Ger¬ 
many,  in  1835,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town.  He  also  aided  his  father 
on  the  latter’s  farm  until  he  became  sixteen  years 
of  age,  at  which  time  he  came  to  America  in  the 
company  of  his  brother,  George.  For  some  time  they 
were  variously  employed  in  New  York  and  up-State 
sections,  but  Frederick  Bender  finally  settled  in  the 
city  where  he  first  engaged  in  farming  as  a  pursuit. 
However,  with  the  increase  of  buildings  and  business 
as  well  as  in  New  York,  he  disposed  of  his  farm 
interests  and  went  to  New  Jersey,  first  living  in 
Claremont  Point  and  later  in  Greenville.  In  the 
latter  place  he  settled  permanently  and  followed  farm¬ 
ing  as  an  occupation. 

Frederick  Bender,  1st,  married  Elizabeth  Frick, 
a  native  of  Wittenburg,  Germany,  who  came  to  this 
country  when  she  was  a  young  woman.  To  this 
marriage  thirteen  children  were  born,  nine  of  whom 
reached  adult  age.  They  were:  1.  Margaret,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Adam  Zarraner.  2.  Frederick, 
2d,  who  is  mentioned  further.  3.  Elizabeth,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Sabotian  Maisch,  of  Secaucus,  New  Jersey.  4. 
Caroline,  who  is  now  Mrs.  (Goetz)  Clusky,  of 
Secaucus.  5.  John  G.,  who  resides  in  Sanford, 
Florida.  6.  Anna,  who  married  Frederick  Swartz, 
of  Greenville,  New  Jersey.  7.  Catherine,  who  is 
unmarried  and  lives  in  Union  City,  New  Jersey.  8. 
Dorothy,  also  unmarried,  who  lives  with  her  sister, 
Madeline.  9.  Madeline,  who  married  Abraham  Cox, 
of  Bayonne.  Frederick  Bender,  1st,  died  in  1907, 
his  wife’s  death  having  preceded  his  by  three  years. 

Frederick  Bender,  2d,  received  his  public  school¬ 
ing  in  New  York  and  at  an  early  age  assisted  his 
father  in  his  farm  work.  After  learning  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  this  occupation  he  chose  it  for  his  life’s 
work,  working  for  a  time  on  his  father’s  new  farm 
in  New  Jersey  and  later  taking  over  the  management 
of  the  place  himself.  After  continuing  this  manage¬ 
ment  successfully  for  a  number  of  years  after  his 
father’s  death,  he  removed  to  Bayonne.  In  the  latter 
city  he  also  followed  the  vocation  of  his  choice  and 
remained  there  for  twenty-one  years. 

In  1914  he  came  to  Staten  Island  determined  to 
improve  his  material  welfare  and  to  own  a  house  as 
well.  Accordingly,  he  purchased  some  land  at  No. 
3399  Victory  Boulevard  and  was  able  a  few  years 
later  to  buy  the  entire  site  of  fourteen  acres.  Since 
that  time  he  has  greatly  improved  both  the  land  and 
the  buildings,  thus  making  his  property  one  of  the 
best  market  gardening  holdings  on  the  Island.  Choice 
crops  of  cauliflower,  lettuce,  celery  and  other  vege¬ 
tables,  all  of  choice  quality,  are  raised  by  him  and 
then  transported  to  nearby  markets. 

Mr.  Bender  as  a  citizen  has  always  been  greatly 
interested  in  the  development  of  Staten  Island  and 
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is  particularly  happy  that  he  came  here  to  live 
among  the  pleasant  surroundings  with  which  he  is 
endowed.  He  is  well  known  and  respected  among 
the  people  of  his  locality  and  has  several  affiliations, 
among  the  most  prominent  being  the  Steuben  Club. 
The  Emmanuel  Lutheran  Church  also  numbers  him 
among  its  members  and  he  is  also  identified  with  the 
Brotherhood  of  the  Church. 

On  June  15,  1892,  in  New  York  City,  Mr.  Bender 
was  married  to  Mary  Plenge,  a  daughter  of  Herman 
and  Marie  (Hess)  Plenge.  The  ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Rev.  Kuvzy  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mrs.  Bender’s  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Germany,  her  father  having  been  born  in  Han¬ 
over  and  her  mother  in  Bavaria.  Both  came  to  the 
United  States  at  an  early  age,  met  each  other  in 
New  York  and  were  there  married.  Mr.  Plenge 
was  employed  as  an  engineer  in  New  York  and 
consequently  they  made  their  permanent  home  in 
this  city.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children  as 
follows:  x.  Wilhelmina,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Fred  Schumaker,  of  Flushing,  Long  Island.  2. 
Mary,  the  wife  of  our  subject.  3.  Herman,  who  mar¬ 
ried  and  resides  in  Kahoka,  Missouri.  4.  Henry, 
also  married  and  went  to  Missouri.  5.  August,  of 
Belleville,  New  Jersey.  6.  A  child,  who  passed  away 
at  an  early  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Bender,  2d,  have  four 
daughters:  1.  Mary,  who  married  Valentine  Stein- 
metz  of  Bayonne,  New  Jersey,  and  is  the  mother 
of  six  children:  Robert,  Dorothy,  Marie,  Frederick, 
Harry  and  Peter  Donald.  2.  Elvira  Wilhelmina, 
who  lives  at  home.  3.  Louise  Catherine,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Frederick  - ;  he  died  in  April,  1927, 

and  left  her  with  one  daughter,  Betty  Louise.  4. 
Elizabeth  Madeline,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Max¬ 
well  Training  School  for  Teachers,  and  is  now  an 
instructor  in  Public  School  No.  29  on  Staten  Island. 

Mrs.  Bender  is  especially  active  in  the  work  of 
the  Emmanuel  Lutheran  Church,  being  a  member 
of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  and  the  Lutheran  Daugh¬ 
ters.  She  is  keenly  interested  in  all  movements 
tending  toward  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  is 
a  woman  of  charm  and  refinement. 


MAURICE  BERTRAM  RILEY— It  is  of  inter¬ 
esting  mention  that  a  good  portion  of  the  foremost 
horticulturists  of  the  past  and  present  in  our  coun¬ 
try,  are  of  English  birth  or  descent.  In  England, 
their  early  training  in  that  profession  was  mostly 
obtained  on  the  large  country  estates  which  abound 
the  British  Isles.  In  turn,  such  knowledge  and 
experience  has  enabled  them  to  advance  here  in  the 
United  States,  both  as  private  horticulturists  in  the 
employ  of  wealthy  families  and  in  the  independent 
operation  of  greenhouses  and  floral  shops  of  their 
own.  Here  on  Staten  Island  we  come  upon  Maurice 
B.  Riley,  a  descendant  of  a  family  which  had  resided 
for  generations  in  England,  although  prior  to  that, 
in  ancient  times,  their  history  dated  back  in  old 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Riley  was  born  in  New  York  on  April  20, 
1896,  the  son  of  Herbert  Riley,  a  native  of  England, 
who  came  to  America  about  a  half  century  ago. 
Herbert  Riley  was  the  son  of  the  founder  of  a  large 
stereopticon  business  and  he  followed  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  his  father  and  ably  mastered  the  intricate 
technique  of  that  profession.  Arriving  here  as  a 
young  man,  he  continued  in  this  work  and  engaged 
in  this  business  in  New  York  as  an  extensive  dealer 
in  rare  slides  which  have  always  been  in  demand  by 
lecturers  and  others  in  the  fields  of  science,  religion, 


education  and  travel.  Being  talented  in  various  arts 
he  also  took  a  passing  interest  in  horticulture  and 
it  was  only  natural  that  his  son,  Maurice,  leaned 
toward  his  present  vocation. 

The  wife  of  Herbert  Riley  likewise  was  of  Eng¬ 
lish  birth  and  rearing.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riley  were 
born  three  children:  1.  Herbert,  Jr.,  who  married 
and  has  twin  boys  and  a  daughter.  2.  Gladys  Elaine, 
who  married  Frederick  Hyde,  of  English  birth,  a 
veteran  of  both  the  Boer  and  World  wars.  Mr. 
Hyde  engages  in  business  in  Manhattan  and  has 
two  children,  one  by  a  former  and  one  by  his  later 
marriage.  3.  Maurice  Bertram,  of  this  review. 

Maurice  B.  Riley’s  parents  first  resided  with  their 
children  in  Manhattan,  then  for  two  years  they  made 
their  home  on  Staten  Island.  Next  they  removed  to 
New  Jersey,  where  they  remained  for  about  nine 
years  and  there  young  Maurice  B.  Riley  received 
his  early  education.  When  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  thirteen  years,  the  family  removed  to  Brooklyn 
for  a  stay  of  about  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time  they  returned  to  Staten  Island,  which  has 
always  been  dear  to  them,  a  place  of  more  permanent 
residence.  Here  on  the  Island  the  firm  known  as 
Riley  and  Riley  at  the  present  time  is  engaged  in  the 
stereopticon  slides  business  at  No.  21  St.  Stephens 
Place,  New  Dorp. 

Wlhen  the  Riley  family  finally  became  settled  once 
more  in  Richmond  County  their  son,  Maurice,  lost 
no  time  in  engaging  in  business.  His  first  activities 
consisted  in  farming  and  truck-growing  on  his  own 
account,  and  he  thus  continued  for  about  five  years. 
He  next  engaged,  for  about  three  years,  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  landscape  gardening,  and  therein  achieved 
a  standing  in  the  care  and  beautifying  of  many  of 
the  fine  old  estates  of  this  community.  Ever  eager 
to  supplement  his  already  extensive  horticultural 
knowledge  he  went,  in  1918,  to  Canada,  where  in  the 
city  of  Saint  Catherines  he  became  associated  with  a 
large  greenhouse  business  for  the  period  of  one 
year.  Returning  to  New  Dorp,  Staten  Island,  he 
established  his  present  florist  business  and  green¬ 
houses,  catering  to  a  high  class  trade  and  specializing 
in  funeral  designs,  gardeners’  supplies  and  other 
essentials. 

At  the  time  of  entrance  of  the  United  States  into 
the  World  War,  Mr.  Riley  volunteered  for  serv¬ 
ice  but  on  account  of  a  physical  impairment  was 
put  on  the  limited  military  list.  Finally,  however, 
he  was  accepted  and  subsequently  was  assigned  to 
the  138th  Coast  Artillery  for  eleven  months,  being 
stationed  at  various  posts  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island  and  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  His 
unit  later  sailed  for  France  but  was  in  mid-ocean  on 
an  army  transport  at  the  signing  of  the  Armistice. 
The  vessel  was  accordingly  ordered  back  to  America 
and  Mr.  Riley  finally  was  presented  with  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge  at  Fort  Hamilton.  Then  following  this 
event  he  returned  to  civilian  life  and  to  his  work  in 
horticulture.  Mr.  Riley  is  unmarried,  resides  w'ith  his 
parents  at  New  Dorp  and  maintains  his  floral  estab¬ 
lishment  at  No.  2481  Richmond  Road.  He  devotes 
his  entire  time  to  the  management  and  study  of  his 
business  and  otherwise  takes  an  interest  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

CLAUS  HOLTERMANN— In  the  old  village  of 
Richmond,  in  1879,  about  twenty  years  before  our 
county  was  merged  with  the  Greater  City  of  New 
York’  there  came  a  young  man  thoroughly  trained  and 
experienced  in  the  art  of  baking,  to  begin  what  later 
has  proven  the  largest  establishment  of  its  kind  to 
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have  been  developed  by  a  local  Staten  Islander.  As 
the  years  followed  he  was  aided  in  his  endeavor  by 
his  willing  sons,  and  out  of  the  enterprise  grew  the 
prosperous  business  known  as  the  Holtermann  Broth¬ 
ers  Bakery,  which  during  recent  times  has  aided 
materially  in  the  industrial  growth  of  the  community. 

Its  founder,  the  late  Claus  Holtermann,  was  of 
German  descent,  his  birth  having  taken  place  in  the 
village  of  Hepstedt-Zeven,  Province  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  on  January  31,  1845.  His  parents  were 
Cord  H.  and  Tibke  (Haase)  Holtermann,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  same  locality.  They  died 
in  the  Fatherland,  she  in  1888  and  he  in  1891.  Three 
children  were  born  to  this  first  generation  of  Holter- 
manns:  1.  Margaretta,  who  married  Henry  Schum¬ 
acher,  and  who  died  in  the  Fatherland  in  1889.  2. 
Tibke,  who  married  William  Grobau;  they  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1892,  taking  up  their  abode  in 
Stapleton,  where  both  still  live,  they  had  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Margaretta,  Anna,  and  Catherine  G.  3.  Claus, 
our  subject,  whose  review  and  that  of  his  family 
follows. 

Claus  Holtermann’s  education  was  received  in  the 
schools  of  the  Fatherland  and  further  training  was 
gained  during  his  army  service.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  baker  in  the  city  of 
Bremen.  At  twenty-two  he  entered  the  military  serv¬ 
ice  of  his  country  being  mustered  into  a  cavalry  com¬ 
pany  and  served  in  active  duty  during  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War,  which  ended  in  1870.  He  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  from  the  army  in  1872,  at  which 
time  he  determined  to  come  to  the  United  States,  hop¬ 
ing  to  find  better  opportunity  for  his  inherent  skill 
and  energy  in  the  trade  he  had  learned  abroad. 

Arriving  in  New  York,  he,  in  time,  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Frederick  Egler  bakery  in  Bleeker 
Street,  and  later  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in 
Jersey  City.  In  1879  he  decided  to  begin  business 
on  his  own  account,  having  succeeded  in  accumulat¬ 
ing  enough  funds  through  his  industry,  thrift,  and 
economy,  to  buy  a  baking  business  on  Staten  Island. 

Coming  to  old  Richmond  Mr.  Holtermann  pur¬ 
chased  the  baking  establishment  of  Garrett  Homan 
and  began  business  for  himself.  He  continued  here 
until  1882,  in  which  year  he  bought  a  new  site  for 
his  enterprise.  Meeting  with  almost  immediate  suc¬ 
cess  in  this  undertaking  he  made  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  and  gradually  the  business  grew  to  a  position 
of  trust  in  the  community.  The  baking  establish¬ 
ment  continued  to  expand  in  scope  and  each  year 
necessitated  improvements  to  meet  the  growing  trade. 
Modern  machinery  was  installed  and  more  than  ten 
thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space  added,  besides  the 
requirement  of  additional  delivery  service  and  auto¬ 
mobiles  which  were  duly  increased  in  number,  all  of 
which  required  a  staff  of  about  fifty  skilled  hands 
in  its  operation.  Mr.  Holtermann  headed  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  bakery  until  his  death  in  May,  1907, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  sons  of  whom  the 
eldest  assumed  managerial  charge. 

On  January  6,  1930,  the  Holtermanns  sold  their 
interests  to  the  Hathaway  Baking  Company  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  thus  ending  their  ownership  in  this 
well  known  baking  concern.  Mr.  Holtermann  was 
a  man  of  intelligence  and  keenness  and  was  known  as 
a  prominent  and  highly-respected  citizen.  He  took 
a  keen  interest  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  island 
aiding  in  such  movements  as  a  business  man  and 
private  citizen  would  permit.  He  and  his  family  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Stapleton,  of 
which  they  were  consistent  attendants  and  supporters. 

Mr.  Holtermann  married  Catherine  Moehrmann, 
born  May  28,  1850,  in  the  town  of  Bothel,  Rothen- 


burg,  Province  of  Hanover,  Germany.  This  mar¬ 
riage  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Buse  in  New  York 
on  December  15,  1880.  Mrs.  Holtermann  was  the 
daughter  of  John  H.  and  Mary  (Gothmann)  Moehr¬ 
mann.  To  Claus  Holtermann  and  his  wife,  seven 
children  were  born  as  follows:  C.  Henry,  who  is  of 
further  mention,  born  September  19,  1881;  Frederick 
W.,  also  of  further  mention,  born  August  13,  1883; 
William  H.,  born  August  16,  1885;  Catherine  A., 
born  July  29,  1887;  Charles  H.,  who  is  of  further 
mention,  was  born  June  7,  1890;  Albert  W.,  born 
August  7,  1893;  and  Freida  T.,  born  September  28, 

1895. 

C.  Henry  Holtermann  was  educated  in  the  local 
school  at  Richmond  after  which  he  became  identified 
with  the  baking  establishment  his  father  founded  and 
in  which  he  has  continued  to  be  since  employed.  He, 
with  his  brothers,  Frederick  W.  and  Charles  H., 
have  materially  aided  in  the  development  of  the  trade, 
the  increase  in  the  size  of  the  plant  and  the  executive 
management  of  the  business.  Soon  they  expect  to 
retire  from  this  firm  because  of  the  disposal  of  the 
business,  as  aforementioned.  Like  his  father  and 
brothers,  C.  Henry  Holtermann  has  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  things  civic  and  social  throughout  the 
island,  and  has  aided  in  all  worthy  causes  deserving 
his  help.  Mr.  Holtermann  is  a  director  of  the  South 
Shore  Bank,  a  director  and  second  vice-president  of 
the  Bakers  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 
president  of  the  Richmond  Engine  Company,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association,  Beacon 
Light  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the 
Masonic  Club. 

C.  Henry  Holtermann  married  on  June  12,  1907, 
at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Sophie  Katt,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Sophie  (Mangels)  Katt,  of  Brooklyn. 
The  elder  Katts  came  from  Hanover,  Germany,  to 
the  United  States  in  1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holtermann 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Olga  M.,  born 
March  29,  1908;  Henry  C.,  born  March  8,  1912;  and 
Charles  Edward,  born  September  21,  1918.  They  like 
the  other  members  of  the  family  attend  Trinity  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  of  Stapleton.  The  Holtermann  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  No.  199  Clark  Avenue,  Richmond. 

Frederick  W.  Holtermann,  brother  of  C.  Henry, 
after  receiving  his  education  in  the  local  schools, 
entered  his  father’s  business  with  which  he  continues. 
He  is  a  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  local  volunteer 
fire  company.  On  August  4,  1909,  he  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Stock,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Christina  (Daler) 
Stock,  and  they  have  one  son,  C.  Frederick,  born 
July  28,  1910. 

Charles  H.  Holtermann,  another  brother,  after 
leaving  school  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade;  he  fol¬ 
lowed  this  for  several  years  then  joined  his  father’s 
baking  business,  likewise  continuing  in  it.  He  married 
on  June  12,  1922,  Augusta  M.  Myer,  daughter  of 
Charles  Myer.  They  have  two  children:  Charles  and 
Marjorie. 


WILBUR  WATSON  WHITFORD— The  son 

of  James  and  Sarah  (Wheeler)  Whitford,  the  birth 
of  their  son,  Wilbur  W.  Whitford,  occurred  in  Port 
Richmond  October  8,  1874.  The  elder  Whitford 
came  to  Staten  Island  years  ago  from  England  to 
fill  a  position  as  architect  at  Sailors  Snug  Harbor. 

Wilbur  W.  Whitford  received  his  early  education 
at  Port  Richmond  Union  Free  School,  now  Public 
School  No.  20.  As  a  youth  of  thirteen  years,  he 
began  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter,  in  which  oc¬ 
cupation  he  served  until  he  was  twenty-two  years 
old.  He  then  entered  the  real  estate  business,  with 
an  office  at  St.  George  and  later  at  Port  Richmond. 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


559 


During  these  years  he  had  acquired  considerable 
knowledge  and  skill  in  house  planning  and  began 
to  specialize  in  remodeling  old  dwellings,  which  he 
continued  for  some  time.  In  1928  he  gave  up  this 
work  and  resumed  real  estate  activities  and  added  to 
it  an  insurance  business.  Appointed  by  Comptroller 
William  A.  Prendergrast  he  served  as  a  real  estate 
appraiser  successively  under  Mayors  Gaynor  and 
Mitchel,  two  terms  of  four  years  each.  In  this 
capacity  he  was  employed  in  the  Department  of 
Finance  as  appraiser  for  the  borough  of  Richmond. 
He  has  always  been  an  active  Republican  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Republican  County  Committee.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  he  served  with  the  American 
Protective  League  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
receiving  a  certificate  for  “exceptional  services”  for 
his  work  during  that  period.  Mr.  Whitford  joined 
the  Port  Richmond  Engine  Company,  No.  3  in  1899 
and  continued  with  that  organization  until  it  was 
taken  over  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Exempt  Firemen’s  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Friendship  Council,  of  the  Junior  Order 
United  American  Mechanics  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  is  a  former  secretary  of  the  Junior 
Order  Building  Association,  now  Richmond  Council, 
Incorporated.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the  Brisk 
Whitham  Realty  Corporation. 

Mr.  Whitford  married  at  Oswego,  New  York,  on 
June  2,  1896,  Gertrude  Leonard,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Theodore  S.  Leonard,  pastor  of  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  at  Waterford,  New  York,  at  his  death. 
Mrs.  Whitford’s  mother,  Eugenie  (Twing)  Leonard, 
came  from  a  family  widely  known  in  the  oil  districts 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whitford  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mabel 
Eugenie,  who  is  married  to  John  Q.  Sanguinette, 
of  Festus,  Missouri.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  John  and  Mary  Eugenie.  Mr.  Whitford’s 
family  is  well  known  on  Staten  Island  and  his  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  No.  607  Clove  Road,  West  New  Brighton. 


RAPHAEL  Q.  HANNAN  — A  citizen  who  holds 
the  position  of  building  inspector  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  Richmond  Borough,  after  tedious  and  seem¬ 
ingly  endless  years  of  labor,  is  Raphael  Q.  Hannan 
of  the  third  generation  of  a  family  which  has  been 
located  on  Staten  Island  since  1830. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  Quarry  Hill  in  Grant 
Street,  July  27,  1893,  the  son  of  Francis  and  Ellen 
(Kerringan)  Hannan.  His  father  was  born  in  the 
same  house  on  July  27,  1861,  and  his  mother  was 
born  in  West  New  Brighton  on  May  15,  1878.  His 
grandparents  were  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Quinlan) 
Hannan. 

Timothy  Hannan  was  the  first  member  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  to  set  foot  upon  the  soil  of  this  country,  having 
arrived  here  from  Ireland  about  1830.  He  landed  at 
Castle  Garden  and  forthwith  came  and  made  his  home 
on  Staten  Island.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a  stone 
contractor  and  as  an  active  worker  he  helped  build 
many  of  the  famous  old  homes  in  this  community. 
His  most  notable  achievement  was  the  construction 
of  the  Vanderbilt  Mausoleum  in  the  Moravian  Ceme¬ 
tery,  New  Dorp.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children. 

Francis  Hannan,  son  of  Timothy  Hannan,  was  born 
in  Grand  Street,  now  Nicholas  Avenue,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond.  He  attended  old  Quarry  Hill  School  which 
had  been  named  after  the  famous  quarry  in  that  sec¬ 
tion,  now  the  Elm  Park  district.  His  marriage  took 
place  when  he  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  after 


he  had  worked  on  the  ferryboats  for  a  number  of 
years.  Previous  to  his  marriage  he  had  also  been 
connected  with  stone  cutting  and  blasting  at  the  old 
stone  quarry.  Subsequently  he  became  the  first  chief 
engineer  of  the  Procter  and  Gamble  soap  plant  at 
Port  Ivory.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  Hannan:  Francis,  deceased;  Raphael  Q.,  our  sub¬ 
ject;  Joseph  E. ;  Esther,  deceased;  Mathilda;  and 
Gertrude. 

Raphael  Q.  Hannan,  our  subject,  was  educated  in 
the  local  public  schools  and  gradually  worked  his 
way  to  his  present  position  of  trust  and  responsibility 
in  this  borough. 

He  was  married  in  1926,  to  Grace  I.  White,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Selmon)  White,  of  Mari¬ 
ners  Harbor.  Charles  White  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
White,  choir  master  in  St.  Thomas’  Church  in  New 
York. 

Mrs.  Hannan  is  a  member  of  Court  Genevieve, 
Catholic  Daughters  of  America.  She  is  a  singer  of 
talent,  and  with  Anna  Hyatt,  an  actress,  who  played 
with  Mrs.  John  Drew  on  the  stage,  was  chosen  to  sing 
the  national  anthem  at  the  opening  of  the  new  bridge 
connecting  Staten  Island  with  New  Jersey.  In  1923 
Mrs.  Hannan  sang  at  the  Polo  Grounds  in  the  first 
open  air  opera  to  be  held  in  New  York  City;  she  has 
also  sung  in  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House  in  New 
York.  Before  her  marriage,  she  was  engaged  as  a 
public  school  teacher  in  Public  School,  No.  18,  West 
Brighton.  At  the  time  of  the  World  War  she  was 
employed  as  a  Western  Union  telegraph  operator  at 
the  Walker  Street  office,  Manhattan,  and  in  this 
capacity  she  had  the  honor  of  sending  a  two-hundred 
word  coded  cable  to  Secretary  of  State  Robert  W. 
Lansing  announcing  the  declaration  of  the  Armistice. 

Mr.  Hannan  served  in  the  late  World  War  on  the 
escort  ship,  “Lydonia.”  The  “Lydonia”  escorted  con¬ 
voys  in  Mediterranean  waters  for  two  years — April, 
1917  to  February,  1919.  While  in  the  service  he 
participated  in  a  parade  in  1918  in  Berzerta,  Tunis, 
Africa,  as  a  color  guard  in  a  monster  celebration  in 
which  all  allied  nations  took  part  and  it  is  with  keen 
and  fond  recollection  that  he  remembers  the  American 
flag  headed  the  parade. 

In  his  official  capacity  with  the  borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Mr.  Hannan  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  Post  241,  Rich¬ 
mond  County;  is  a  member  of  the  Anchor  Club;  As¬ 
sumption  Council,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the 
Foresters  of  America.  He  is  also  head  of  the  Ray 
Hannan  Association  at  West  New  Brighton.  At  one 
time  he  played  football  with  the  old  Stapleton  team, 
now  prominent  member  of  the  American  League. 

The  Hannan  residence  is  situated  at  No.  122  Moun- 
tainview  Avenue,  West  Brighton. 

THOMAS  W.  NUNLEY — As  pioneer  in  the 
development  of  our  waterfront  and  as  a  promoter  of 
local  recreation  centers  with  his  father,  the  late 
Thomas  W.  Nunley  aided  much  in  the  development  of 
Staten  Island.  For  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  he 
was  a  resident  of  Stapleton. 

The  family  of  Nunley  is  native  of  England,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  branch  from  which  Mr.  Nunley  de¬ 
scends  having  resided  in  the  village  of  Raunds  in  that 
country.  It  was  there  that  his  father,  William  Nunley, 
was  born,  reared  to  manhood  and  became  an  expert 
leather  tanner.  This  occupation  he  followed  in  Eng¬ 
land  until  1871,  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States 
continued  it  in  Newark,  New  Jersey.  He  was  an  ex¬ 
emplary  citizen,  a  diligent  and  earnest  worker  and  a 
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man  endowed  with  a  vast  amount  of  physical  strength 
and  courage.  His  prowess  as  an  athlete  was  well 
known,  for  he  entered  and  won  numerous  long  dis¬ 
tance  walking  contests,  was  a  rifleman  of  consider¬ 
able  ability  and  for  approximately  twelve  years  was 
recognized  as  champion  shuffleboard  player  of  the 
world. 

William  Nunley  married  Caroline  Hall,  of  another 
old  English  family  and  they  resided  in  Raunds  for  a 
time.  They  later  voyaged  to  America  and,  after  re¬ 
siding  in  Newark  for  several  years,  settled  on  Staten 
Island,  where  Mr.  Nunley  opened  the  Atlantic  Hotel 
at  South  Beach,  the  first  hostelry  in  that  district.  Be¬ 
lieving  that  in  future  years  a  marked  development 
would  take  place  in  this  vicinity,  he  also  opened  a  new 
bathing  pavilion,  both  ventures  meeting  with  appreci¬ 
able  success.  A  third  step  forward  was  the  establish¬ 
ing  of  a  playhouse  wherein  high  class  vaudeville  acts 
were  presented  to  the  public,  this  enterprise  continu¬ 
ing  until  Mr.  Nunley’s  death  on  May  12,  1912.  Inter¬ 
ment  took  place  in  Moravian  Cemetery.  He  was  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Sons  of  St.  George  and  the  Veteran  Firemen. 

William  and  Caroline  (Hall)  Nunley  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Thomas  W.  Nunley,  born  in  Raunds,  England, 
in  August,  1868.  When  he  was  but  three  years  of  age 
he  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents. 

The  younger  Nunley’s  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  Newark,  after  which  he  learned  the 
trade  of  hat-making  and  followed  this  pursuit  until 
1888.  After  removing  to  Staten  Island  he  aided  his 
father  in  the  management  of  the  latter’s  enterprises, 
and  the  two  did  much  toward  the  early  development  of 
steeple-chasers,  coasters  and  other  apparatus  calcu¬ 
lated  to  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  beach  visitors.  Upon 
the  death  of  the  elder  Nunley  in  1912,  his  son  assumed 
control  of  the  large  amusement  business  at  the  Beach. 

Thomas  W.  Nunley  added  to  his  father’s  already 
well  developed  holdings.  Besides  retaining  his  inter¬ 
est  in  the  Amusement  Park  at  South  Beach  and  in¬ 
creasing  the  establishment  in  size  and  importance,  he 
purchased  considerable  property  and  conducted  amuse¬ 
ment  centers  at  Point  Breeze,  Philadelphia ;  Bayonne, 
New  Jersey,  and  Rockaway.  These  enterprises  were 
operated  successfully  during  subsequent  years  and  in 
1928  Mr.  Nunley  retired  from  this  business  in  order  to 
enter  the  real  estate  field  on  Staten  Island.  He  became 
interested  particularly  in  vacant  and  improved  prop¬ 
erty  holdings  and  was  thus  active  up  to  the  time  of 
his  demise,  October  2,  1930. 

Mr.  Nunley  held  membership  in  organizations 
closely  related  to  his  business  endeavors,  besides  be¬ 
ing  connected  with  various  other  clubs  and  societies 
on  Staten  Island.  He  was  affiliated  with  Tompkins 
Lodge,  No.  477,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  wherein 
he  held  a  life  membership;  the  Sons  of  St.  George; 
the  Veteran  Firemen  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles.  By  religious  persuasion  he  was  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  denomination,  being  a  member  of  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church. 

His  marriage  took  place  in  May,  1885,  to  Anna 
Woods,  daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  (Coyle) 
Woods  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  1.  William,  who  was  born  September 
3,  1889,  and  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools. 
He  married,  in  April,  1916,  Merriam  Quinn.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  in  the  amusement  business  at 
Jamaica,  Long  Island.  2.  Edna,  born  September  29, 
1892,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Cummings.  3.  Mary,  born 
October  6,  1894,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Schulz.  4.  Lillian, 
born  April  6,  1896,  now  Mrs.  Lillian  Farrell.  5.  Ruth, 


born  July  6,  1898,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Hayes.  6.  Thomas, 
born  February  6,  1900,  educated  at  public  and  high 
schools,  Wesleyan  Union,  B.  A.,  New  York  Law 
School,  class  1924,  degree  LL.  B.  He  entered  law 
practice  on  Staten  Island  associated  with  Bertram  G. 
Eadie.  He  married,  in  September,  1924,  Hazel  Scrib¬ 
ner,  and  they  have  three  children,  Earle,  Edna  and 
Hazel.  7.  Lester,  born  April  4,  1902,  and  educated  in 
public  and  high  schools,  now  in  the  automobile  busi¬ 
ness  on  Staten  Island.  He  married,  June  I,  1926, 
Marie  Ernst,  and  has  one  child,  Clementine.  8.  Bertha, 
born  June  26,  1905,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Ernst,  Jr.  Their 
father,  Thomas  W.  Nunley’s  death  occurred  on  Octo¬ 
ber  2,  1930,  interment  following  in  Moravian  Ceme¬ 
tery.  Mrs.  Nunley  resides  in  the  family  home  at  No. 
414  Vanderbilt  Avenue,  Stapleton. 


JOSEPH  WAGNER — In  the  summer  of  1915, 
Joseph  Wagner,  a  young  man  with  six  years  of 
experience  as  a  skilled  mechanic,  established  an  auto¬ 
mobile  service  on  Gordon  Street,  Stapleton.  His 
willingness  to  work  and  his  determination  to  succeed 
stood  him  in  good  stead  and  today  (1930)  he  is  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Wagner  and  Weinperl  of  Con¬ 
cord,  a  business  developed  along  sound  lines  of  expert 
service,  economy  in  operation,  and  integrity. 

Ludwig  Wagner,  father  of  Joseph  Wagner,  was 
a  native  of  Cham,  Bavaria,  Germany,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  a  brewer,  until  his  death  in  1911.  He 
married  Anna  Meyer,  a  native  of  Walmering,  Bavaria, 
who  now  resides  in  Cham.  Ludwig  and  Anna  (Meyer) 
Wagner  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children :  1.  Fan¬ 
nie,  wife  of  Ignatz  Weinperl,  also  mentioned  in  this 
work  (q.  v.)  2.  Joseph,  our  subject.  3.  Ludwig,  de¬ 
ceased.  4.  Frank,  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  who  married 
Anna  Hantke.  5.  Marie,  who  married  Hermann 
Dorko  of  Lake  Mahopac,  New  York,  and  has  one 
son,  Walter.  6.  John,  of  Brooklyn,  who  with  his 
wife,  Paula  Dintsel,  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Pauline  and  Richard.  7.  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Robert 
Huber,  of  Detroit.  8.  Henry.  9.  George,  married  to 
Fannie  Dintsel,  residents  of  Stapleton.  10.  Louise. 
11.  Theresa.  Henry,  Louise  and  Theresa  Wagner 
live  in  Bavaria  with  their  mother. 

Joseph  Wagner  was  born  June  4,  1890  in  the  town 
of  Cham,  where  he  attended  the  local  schools.  When 
his  education  was  completed  he  found  work  in  vari¬ 
ous  factories,  and  he  continued  thus  until  he  left  his 
native  land  and  came  to  this  country  in  1907,  being 
at  that  time  only  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  located 
on  Staten  Island,  where  for  a  short  duration  he  was 
associated  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Weinperl,  in 
the  hotel  business.  In  1915,  after  an  apprenticeship 
of  six  years  with  a  local  automobile  dealer  he  opened 
a  repair  shop  on  Gordon  Street,  Stapleton,  under  his 
own  name.  Four  years  later,  in  1919,  he  decided  to 
enter  the  sales  end  of  the  business  and  in  association 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Weinperl,  he  founded 
the  firm  of  Wagner  and  Weinperl,  operating  as 
Wagner’s  Garage.  In  due  time  he  applied  for  and 
received  credentials  for  the  Haynes  Agency  and  the 
Diamond  T.  truck,  covering  the  district  of  Staten 
Island.  Larger  quarters  were  acquired  at  Nos.  652-58 
Richmond  Road,  Concord,  and  both  Mr.  Wagner  and 
his  partner  worked  steadily  and  hard  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  large  clientele  which  they  served. 
That  was  eleven  years  ago,  and  though  the  Haynes 
Automobile  Company  of  America  is  no  longer  in 
existence,  the  Wagner  Garage  is  still  growing  and 
developing.  In  time  thirteen  men  were  required 
instead  of  the  two  who  were  employed  when  the  firm 
was  established.  In  1924  the  Haynes  Agency  was 
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replaced  by  the  Marmon,  while  the  Diamond  T. 
truck  was  retained.  A  year  later  Mr.  Wagner  and 
Mr.  Weinperl  began  showing  the  Chrysler  car  in 
addition  to  the  Marmon,  but  in  the  autumn  of  1926 
they  also  abandoned  the  latter,  and  have  since  devoted 
their  time  exclusively  to  the  Chrysler  motor  car  and 
the  Diamond  T.  truck.  They  have  a  thoroughly- 
equipped  plant  with  repair  shops  and  show  rooms, 
and  each  year  brings  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
amount  of  their  business.  Both  men  are  well  known 
on  the  island  and  with  close  and  scientific  economy  in 
operation,  they  have  been  enabled  to  lay  foundations 
which  are  substantial  for  future  development. 

In  keeping  with  his  business  duties  Mr.  Wagner 
is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  National  Automobile  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  the  Richmond  County  Automobile  Dealers’ 
Association.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  his  clubs  include  the  Masonic 
and  the  Steuben  Society. 

Joseph  Whgner  married  at  Stapleton,  on  September 
1,  1915,  Louise  Strunck,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
daughter  of  William  and  Louise  (Moser)  Strunck, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wagner  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Harold 
Frank,  born  August  24,  1916.  2.  Joseph  William, 
born  December  13,  1917.  3.  Frances  Ruth,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  10,  1922. 

The  family  home  is  located  at  No.  31  Northcote 
Avenue,  Concord. 


IGNATZ  WEINPERL— An  efficient  and  active 
partner  in  the  automotive  firm  of  Wagner  and  Wein¬ 
perl,  operating  at  Concord  under  the  trade  name  of 
Wagner’s  Garage,  Mr.  Weinperl,  a  native  of  Hun¬ 
gary,  has  been  a  local  resident  for  nearly  three  de¬ 
cades.  His  career  has  been  a  varied  one  and  in  each 
undertaking  he  has  proved  himself  a  staple  business 
man  of  high  calibre 

Born  in  Gyiroth,  Hungary,  on  September  17,  1882, 
Ignatz  Weinperl  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Theresa 
(Spechart)  Weinperl,  both  of  whom  are  still  living 
in  their  native  land.  To  his  parents  were  born  also 
a  daughter  and  three  sons:  Eva  and  Joseph  residing 
in  Gyiroth,  and  Peter  and  John  of  Easton  and  Beth¬ 
lehem,  Pennsylvania,  respectively. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  after  receiving  an  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  Ignatz  Wein¬ 
perl  came  to  America  and  after  a  short  time  spent  in 
Manhattan,  he  went  to  Bethlehem,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  steel  mills.  In  1902  he  came  to  Staten 
Island  and  from  that  time  until  1915,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  three  years  spent  as  an  employee  of  Bach- 
mann's  Pavilion,  he  was  in  business  for  himself.  For 
five  years  he  operated  the  Weinperl  Hotel  at  Tomp- 
kinsville  and  then  built  the  Washington  Park  Hotel 
at  Stapleton,  a  moderate-sized  hostelry  of  sixteen 
rooms. 

During  this  time,  Joseph  Wagner,  a  brother-in-law 
of  Mr.  Weinperl,  was  engaged  in  the  automobile 
repair  business  and  had  developed  a  well-established 
garage  and  service  station.  In  1919  these  two  men, 
realizing  the  possibilities  that  lay  in  this  industry, 
decided  to  enter  this  field  of  endeavor  on  a  larger 
scale  and  thus  in  the  spring  of  that  year  the  com¬ 
pany  of  Wagner  and  Weinperl,  operating  as  Wagner’s 
Garage,  located  at  Nos.  652-58  Richmond  Road,  Con¬ 
cord,  opened  its  new  establishment  to  the  public. 
They  soon  were  made  agents  for  the  Haynes  auto¬ 
mobile  and  the  Diamond  T.  trucks.  In  1924  they 
discontinued  the  Haynes  line  and  look  over  the  sale 
and  distribution  of  the  Marmon,  later  accepting  the 
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Chrysler  agency  in  addition.  Since  the  fall  of  1926 
they  have  dealt  exclusively  in  the  Chrysler  motor  car 
and  the  Diamond  T.  truck,  their  sales  being  com¬ 
parable  with  various  other  car  dealers  in  Richmond 
Borough.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  is  largely  due 
to  the  honest  and  economic  quality  of  service  basis 
under  which  both  Mr.  Weinperl  and  Mr.  Wagner 
operate. 

A  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  National  Automobile  Dealers’  Association, 
Richmond  County  Automobile  Dealers’  Association, 
Mr.  Weinperl  is  also  identified  with  numerous  other 
organizations,  including  Court  Southfield,  Foresters 
of  America,  the  Steuben  Society,  the  Staten  Island 
Quartette,  and  the  Richmond  County  Schutzen  Com¬ 
pany. 

On  October  5,  1905,  at  Stapleton,  he  married 
Fannie  Wagner,  daughter  of  Ludwig  and  Anna 
(Meyer)  Wagner,  and  a  sister  of  his  partner,  Joseph 
Wagner,  whose  biography  also  appears  (q.  v.).  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weinperl  were  born  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Ludwig,  born  July  14,  1906,  associated  with 
his  father;  Joseph,  born  March  31,  1908,  engaged  in 
the  jewelry  business;  and  Dorothy,  born  November 
15,  1914.  The  family  residence  is  comfortably  sit¬ 
uated  at  No.  12  Rose  Court,  West  New  Brighton. 


U.  GRANT  OLDHAM  is  the  son  of  Heber  J. 
Oldham,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  August  15,  1885. 
Upon  the  return  of  his  parents  to  Staten  Island,  he 
first  attended  Public  School  No.  20,  after  which  he 
became  a  student  at  Curtis  High  School.  Following 
his  graduation  from  the  latter  institution  he  completed 
his  education  at  La  Salle  Extension  University.  He 
then  became  connected  with  the  Consolidated  Gas 
Light  Company  of  New  York,  at  length  being  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  post  of  district  superintendent  of  the 
company.  After  maintaining  this  position  until  1915. 
he  organized  a  real  estate  business  with  headquarters 
in  Port  Richmond.  In  1917  he  was  joined  by  his 
brother  Stanley,  in  the  new  firm  of  Oldham  and  Old¬ 
ham,  and  they  conducted  a  general  realty  practice 
along  with  a  bond,  mortgage  and  insurance  business 
until  recently.  Their  offices  were  located  at  No.  1018 
Post  Avenue.  Among  their  realty  and  sales  projects 
were  the  Bement  Heights,  Carlton  Manor  and  Hugue¬ 
not  Gardens  developments. 

In  connection  with  his  business  affairs  and  from  a 
civic  viewpoint,  Mr.  Oldham  is  actively  identified  with 
the  following  organizations  :  The  Staten  Island  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  the  Staten  Island  Board  of  Trade, 
the  West  Brighton  Board  of  Trade  and  the  local  Lions’ 
Club.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Mariners 
Harbor  Board  of  Trade  which  he  helped  to  found 
and  is  secretary  of  this  body.  His  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tion  is  with  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  is  a  Republican  by  political 
persuasion  and  was  his  party’s  choice  for  Assembly- 
man  in  1924-25. 

U.  Grant  Oldham  married,  on  June  14,  1916,  Mabel 
Mott,  of  Mariners  Harbor,  daughter  of  Ellis  and  Ella 
(Henry)  Mott.  Mr.  Mott  has  served  with  the  pas¬ 
senger  division  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oldham 
have  a  daughter,  Muriel,  now  a  student  at  public  school 
in  Westerleigh.  The  Oldham  residence  is  at  No.  128 
Springfield  Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


STANLEY  OLECK — As  head  of  the  Staten 
Island  Rug  and  Carpet  Cleaning  Company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Stapleton  and  the  publisher  of  a  “Busi- 
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ness  and  Telephone  Directory”  covering  the  entire 
Island,  Mr.  Oleck  is  well  identified  among  our 
younger  business  men.  He  holds  membership  in  fra¬ 
ternal  societies  and  is  active  in  the  support  of  numer¬ 
ous  public  movements  in  this  borough. 

Stanley  Oleck  was  born  in  New  York  City,  January 
i,  1899,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Yvette  (Levner)  Oleck. 
His  grandfather,  Louis  Oleck,  is  a  resident  of  Govor- 
over,  Poland,  the  native  home  of  the  family,  and  is  a 
tanner  by  occupation.  Richard  Oleck  was  the  first 
bearing  that  name  to  come  to  America  and  is  a  suc¬ 
cessful  merchant  in  Brooklyn,  being  the  owner  of  a 
chain  of  ladies’  dress  shops.  Stanley  deck’s  maternal 
grandfather,  Hyman  Levner,  came  to  this  country 
more  than  forty  years  ago.  He  also  had  resided  in 
the  town  of  Govorover,  situated  some  ten  miles  from 
Warsaw,  Poland.  After  remaining  in  the  United 
States  for  several  years  during  the  course  of  which 
time  he  took  occasion  to  make  frequent  visits  to  the 
land  of  his  birth,  he  finally  returned  there  permanently. 
He  engaged  in  business  successfully  until  his  death  in 
1898. 

Stanley  Oleck  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
New  York  City.  When  only  fourteen  years  of  age,  he 
went  to  work  for  an  Italian  newspaper  in  Manhattan, 
and  five  years  later  became  business  manager  of  the 
“Italian  Journal,”  the  largest  newspaper  of  its  type  at 
the  time.  During  the  years  that  followed  he  was 
enabled  to  derive  considerable  business  experience  and 
at  length  entered  the  advertising  field. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Oleck  was  associated 
with  a  group  of  men  engaged  in  publishing  directories 
in  various  sections  of  the  country.  He  aided  in  the 
compilation  of  New  Jersey,  Westchester,  Long  Island, 
Chicago,  Detroit,  and  Cleveland  directories  and  pur¬ 
chased,  in  1924,  his  present  rug  and  carpet  cleaning 
business  in  Stapleton  from  John  Bruns,  Jr.  His  pre¬ 
vious  connection  with  Staten  Island  had  come  with  the 
making  of  a  local  business  and  telephone  directory 
and  he  was  destined  to  complete  further  work  along 
these  lines  in  this  borough. 

His  new  cleaning  establishment,  now  known  as  the 
Staten  Island  Rug  and  Carpet  Cleaning  Company,  is 
virtually  the  largest  of  its  kind  on  the  Island,  having 
developed  steadily  during  the  seven  years  of  its  exist¬ 
ence.  Not  only  is  its  plant,  which  is  situated  at  No.  10 
Cross  Street,  Stapleton,  well  equipped  to  handle  the 
large  volume  of  trade  it  receives,  but  customers  from 
Brooklyn,  Manhattan  and  New  Jersey  represent  a 
fair  proportion  of  its  patrons.  The  plant  embraces  an 
office  headquarters,  an  ample  fire-proof  factory  and, 
for  equipment,  contains  machinery  of  the  latest  in¬ 
vention.  A  large  number  of  delivery  trucks  covering 
the  Island  daily  enable  work  to  be  quickly  collected 
and  delivered.  The  firm  specializes  in  the  cleaning  of 
Oriental  rugs.  Carpets  may  be  dry-cleaned,  dusted, 
washed,  dyed,  stored  and  repaired  and  even  uphol¬ 
stered  furniture  may  be  cleaned  and  mothproofed. 
Two  day  service  is  also  guaranteed. 

Though  Mr.  Oleck’s  immediate  business  duties  ab¬ 
sorb  most  of  his  energies,  he  is  associated  with  other 
interests.  He  is  affiliated  with  Franklin  Lodge,  No. 
447,  of  Manhattan,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
also  holds  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Stanley  Oleck  married,  in  1918,  Anna  Brunner,  a 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Sidonia  (Eizen)  Brunner. 
Mrs.  Oleck  is  of  German- Austrian  extraction.  Her 
mother  is  a  member  of  the  Eisen  family,  owners  of 
valuable  diamond  mines.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oleck  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Lawrence,  born  in  1919; 


Harvey,  born  in  1921 ;  and  Sallie,  born  in  1924.  The 
family  residence  is  located  at  No.  96  Oxford  Place, 
Stapleton. 


JOHN  H.  BENNING — Having  built  his  thriving 
business  upon  the  foundation  of  quality  work  and 
efficient  service,  John  H.  Benning  is  one  of  Pleasant 
Plains’  well  known  business  men,  being  one  of  the 
youngest,  successful  dealers  in  auto  supplies  on  Staten 
Island,  and  an  influence  in  the  mercantile  life  of  this 
community.  Mr.  Benning  started  upon  his  present 
venture  independently  several  years  ago.  Beginning 
at  first  the  work  of  repairing  motorcars  and  placing 
them  in  first-class  condition,  he  established  a  reputa¬ 
tion  which  has  ever  remained  with  him  for  workman¬ 
ship  of  the  most  skillful  type  and  materials  of  the 
most  lasting  quality  and  durability,  with  the  result 
that  demands  for  his  attention  increased  to  such  a 
degree  that  he  opened  his  present  garage  and  supply 
shop  on  the  site  of  his  first  enterprise,  October  1, 
1927,  having  operated  the  Pleasant  Plains  Garage 
during  the  time  this  building  was  being  erected. 
Situated  in  a  commanding  location,  it  is  a  distinct 
asset  to  the  town’s  progress  and  development. 

Mr.  Benning  was  born  in  Woodrow,  opposite  the 
old  Woodrow  Church,  April  4,  1896,  son  of  John  H. 
Benning,  who  died  December  22,  1895,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Moravian  Cemetery.  His  mother  was  Hermine 
(Matthews)  Benning,  who  married  (second)  William 
J.  Penton.  She  died  August  23,  1927,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Moravian  Cemetery. 

John  H.  Benning  was  educated  in  public  schools, 
Nos.  3  and  1  at  Tottenville,  graduating  in  1911, 
after  which  he  spent  one  year  at  Curtis  High  School 
Annex  at  Tottenville.  He  started  his  business  career 
in  association  with  his  step-father,  Mr.  Penton,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  in  the  taxi  business  in  which  he 
continued  until  May  4,  1917,  when  he  entered  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  his  country  in  the  World  War.  Returning 
after  hostilities  had  ceased,  he  was  appointed  an  enum¬ 
erator  of  the  national  census  of  1920  and  was  later 
appointed  to  a  position  with  the  postal  department  as 
mail-carrier  in  the  local  office.  He  remained  in  this 
connection  for  a  short  time  and  then  feeling  the  urge 
to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  started  upon  his 
repair  shop  work  at  his  present  site.  In  building  up 
the  large  trade  which  the  organization  now  enjoys, 
Mr.  Benning  has  labored  with  tireless  energy  and 
thoroughly  deserves  the  success  which  he  has  accom¬ 
plished.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  all  community 
activities,  and  is  popularly  esteemed  by  all  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens.  Mr.  Benning  formerly  resided  at  Hugue¬ 
not.  His  father,  John  H.  Benning,  helped  to  build 
the  Moravian  Church  and  while  engaged  in  its  con¬ 
struction,  suffered  the  tragic  accident  which  brought 
about  his  death. 

Mr.  Benning  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army, 
May  4,  1917,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Twelfth  New 
York  Regiment,  which  was  later  merged  with  the 
108th  Infantry  Machine  Gun  Company,  later  being 
transferred  to  the  air  service  and  motor  transport 
corps.  He  served  in  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  overseas  for  a  year,  and  received  his  dis¬ 
charge  July  3,  1919,  after  two  years,  two  months,  and 
three  days  of  service.  He  is  Past  Master  of  Hugue¬ 
not  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
member  of  Staten  Island  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons;  Empire  Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar;  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  Beauvais  Post  of 
the  American  Legion,  No.  126,  of  which  he  was  sec¬ 
retary  and  second  commander;  Amicitia  Association; 
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and  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department  Amicitia  Hook 
and  Ladder,  No.  1. 

John  H.  Benning  married  November  21,  1925, 
Emma  Fenlon,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Augustina 
P'enlon,  her  father  having  been  in  Porto  Rico  for 
many  years,  first  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
Government  and  later  as  a  tobacco  planter.  To  this 
union  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Emma  May,  born 
September  18,  1926. 


CHARLES  MATTHEW  KOPF— In  the  field  of 
interior  decoration,  which  during  late  years  has  ad¬ 
vanced  rapidly  in  its  importance  to  the  American  home. 
Mr.  Kopf  has  derived  an  experience  embracing  more 
than  three  decades  in  duration.  He  has  engaged  in  this 
business  for  a  number  of  years  on  Staten  Island,  be¬ 
ing  well  recognized  in  his  profession  and  similarly 
acknowledged  for  his  literary  and  scientific  tastes. 

The  Kopf  family  is  of  German  extraction,  coming 
from  Rheinholz,  Germany,  and  the  surrounding  dis¬ 
trict  where  their  representatives  were  engaged  gen¬ 
erally  in  mercantile  and  professional  activities.  Mr. 
Kopf’s  father,  Konrad  Kopf,  was  born  and  reared 
there,  and  after  coming  to  America  in  subsequent 
years,  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  as  a  proprietor 
of  old  time  coffee  houses.  Residing  in  New  York 
City,  he  was  known  as  a  generous  and  substantial 
citizen,  interested  in  public  affairs  and  warmly  at¬ 
tached  to  his  home.  He  married  Mary  Laugh,  a  native 
of  New  York  City,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Kopf’s  death  occurred  in  1917.  They  are  buried  in 
Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 

Their  son,  Charles  M.  Kopf,  was  born  in  New 
York  July  4,  1877.  After  obtaining  his  earlier  educa¬ 
tion  in  a  Manhattan  public  school  he  studied  for  two 
years  at  Cooper  Union  Institute.  He  then  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  Lake  and  Son,  well  known  decorators 
of  New  York  City,  the  senior  partner  being  an  uncle 
of  his,  and  for  a  time  thereafter  he  was  connected 
with  a  New  York  publishing  house.  Later  he  served 
in  the  Regular  Army  of  the  United  States,  being  com¬ 
missioned  in  the  Commissary  Department  and  located 
at  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  until  1900. 

From  that  year  to  the  present  time,  however,  Mr. 
Kopf  has  given  his  time  entirely  to  the  painting  and 
decorating  business,  an  endeavor  in  which  he  has 
achieved  distinct  success.  Coming  to  Staten  Island  to 
found  an  establishment  of  this  nature,  he  gave  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  faith  in  our  community  to  aid  him  in 
such  an  enterprise.  In  1922,  due  to  his  ability  and  ap¬ 
plication,  he  was  designated  the  winner  of  the  State 
award  for  excellence  of  interior  decorating  work. 
His  business  headquarters  as  well  as  his  residence  is 
located  at  No.  391  Clove  Road,  West  New  Brighton. 
Within  his  profession,  he  is  affiliated  with  several 
societies,  among  them  the  Wall  Paper  Guild  and  the 
Master  Painters’  Association. 

Mr.  Kopf  is  a  man  of  wide  and  varied  interests. 
Having  a  profound  love  for  Staten  Island,  he  is  in¬ 
terested  in  its  history  and  is  a  supporter  of  local  move¬ 
ments  of  diverse  character.  He  devotes  a  considerable 
share  of  his  time  to  his  garden,  taking  special  interest 
in  horticulture  and  is  the  possessor  of  a  large  private 
library  containing  many  first  edition  copies.  He  is 
particularly  interested  in  philosophical  and  scientific 
investigation,  and  during  his  entire  lifetime  to  date 
has  made  a  thorough  study  of  subjects  allied  to  this 
field. 

Charles  M.  Kopf  married,  in  1900,  Violet  Hamilton 
of  Brooklyn,  the  daughter  of  Archibald  and  Elizabeth 
Hamilton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kopf  are  the  parents  of  six 


children:  Ruth,  Rose,  Charles  M.,  Jr.,  Ralph,  Helen, 
and  Mary. 


ABRAM  GOTTLIEB — To  state  that  Staten  Island 
has  within  its  borders  the  most  extensive  nursery 
for  the  cultivation  of  roses  in  Greater  New  York, 
may  be  somewhat  surprising  to  local  residents,  but 
is,  nevertheless,  an  undisputable  fact  and  a  distinc¬ 
tion  of  which  the  Island  is  proud.  It  is  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Richmond  Floral  Company,  owned  and 
operated  by  Abram  Gottlieb  and  Nathan  Marmon, 
both  of  whom  are  known  to  florists  throughout  the 
Metropolitan  district  as  growers  of  choice  stock  de¬ 
manded  by  a  critical  trade. 

Abram  Gottlieb  was  bom  in  New  York  City,  May  x, 
1889,  the  son  of  Emanuel  and  Rose  (Botwin)  Gott¬ 
lieb,  both  natives  of  Minsk,  Russia,  who  were  married 
in  that  country  and  came  to  America  in  1886  and 
1887,  respectively.  The  elder  Gottlieb,  upon  his  arrival 
in  New  York,  took  up  the  clothing  business,  in  which 
line  he  became,  in  later  years,  a  prominent  manufac¬ 
turing  contractor,  his  work  being  to  convert  cut  goods 
into  finished  apparel.  Abram  Gottlieb  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  locality  and  also  took  a 
course  in  one  of  the  evening  high  schools.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  he  went  to  work  as  a  clerk  for  J. 
Levine  and  Brothers,  New  York,  wholesale  manufac¬ 
turers  of  jewelry,  remaining  there  five  years  and  gain¬ 
ing  valuable  business  experience.  In  1909  he  took  a 
Civil  Service  examination  and,  passing  successfully, 
he  received  an  appointment  as  clerk  in  the  United 
States  Post  Office  Department.  For  nearly  a  decade 
he  continued  in  government  service,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  felt  the  desire  to  enter  business  for 
himself.  In  1918  an  opportunity  arose  for  him  to 
achieve  his  ambition  and  he  removed  to  Staten  Island, 
locating  on  Arthur  Kill  Road  just  beyond  Richmond. 
Nathan  Marmon  was  associated  with  him  at  that  time 
and  since  the  entrance  of  these  two  men  into  a  business 
of  which  they  had  but  slight  knowledge  at  that  time, 
they  have  acquitted  themselves  commendably,  having 
since  become  the  largest  producers  of  roses  in  Greater 
New  York.  After  many  hardships,  such  as  a  fire  in 
January,  1921,  which  completely  destroyed  their  green¬ 
houses  and  other  holdings,  causing  a  large  financial 
loss,  they  managed  to  gain  another  footing  and  re¬ 
build  their  plant.  Thus  within  three  months  after  the 
conflagration  they  were  again  growing  roses.  Since 
that  time,  each  year  has  brought  expansion  to  their 
properties.  At  the  present  day  they  have  twelve  green¬ 
houses,  each  measuring  from  150  to  250  feet  in  length 
and  from  40  to  60  feet  wide,  covering  a  ground  sur¬ 
face  of  100,000  square  feet,  under  glass,  and  all  mod¬ 
ern  heating,  watering  and  ventilating  devices.  In  addi¬ 
tion  the  firm  has  fifteen  acres  of  land  for  future  ex¬ 
pansion  and  here  the  services  of  a  large  staff  of  skilled 
hands  are  employed.  Each  day  10,000  rose  blooms 
are  selected  from  75,000  plants  and  are  distributed  to 
florists  throughout  New  York  City  and  adjoining  ter¬ 
ritory.  Some  of  their  shipments  are  also  sent  a  con¬ 
siderable  distance  from  here. 

In  addition  they  also  grow  Easter  lilies,  tulips  and 
other  flowers  for  special  seasons  of  the  year  but  their 
specialty  is  rose  cultivation.  Various  horticultural 
papers  and  market  bulletins  have  commented  on  the 
quality  of  the  roses  supplied  by  the  Richmond  Floral 
Company. 

Both  Mr.  Gottlieb  and  Mr.  Marmon  take  a  keen  in¬ 
terest  in  the  life  of  the  community  and  are  members  of 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
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tective  Order  of  Elks.  They  are  also  liberal  contrib¬ 
utors  to  the  various  welfare  movements  which  pro¬ 
mote  Island  progress. 

Mr.  Gottlieb  was  married,  November  10,  1912,  in 
New  York  City,  to  Molly  Cohen,  sister-in-law  of  Mr. 
Marmon  (q.  v.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gottlieb  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children,  Sylvia,  Herbert  and  Lillian. 


NATHAN  MARMON  was  born  March  31,  1892, 
in  the  capital  city  of  Irkutz,  Russia,  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Sarah  (Joffre)  Marmon.  The  former  left  Russia 
on  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1922  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  the  Bronx.  His  son,  of  whom  this  is  a  record, 
came  to  this  country  as  a  boy  at  fifteen  years  of  age. 
He  earned  his  passage  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and 
upon  his  arrival  in  New  York  started  in  the  clothing 
business,  learning  the  trade  of  cutting  and  designing 
garments.  He  made  a  substantial  success  in  this  busi¬ 
ness  and  accumulated  some  capital.  In  1909  he  be¬ 
came  an  independent  manufacturer  on  Seventeenth 
Street,  New  York,  and  remained  in  business  until  1918, 
when  he  joined  forces  with  Mr.  Gottlieb  and  started 
in  the  florist  business  on  Staten  Island.  His  chief 
reason  for  abandoning  his  clothing  business  was  that 
he  wanted  to  be  engaged  in  some  work  that  would 
take  him  out-of-doors. 

On  October  10,  1915,  Mr.  Marmon  was  married  in 
New  York  to  Anna  Cohen,  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Rose  (Sklut)_  Cohen.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
mon  came  to  this  country  from  Wilna,  Russia,  and  are 
now  residents  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marmon 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Abraham  H.,  Sylvia 
and  Gertrude. 


THOMAS  SLATOR — A  long-time  resident  of 
Wlest  New  Brighton  who,  like  many  others  on  Staten 
Island,  pursued  his  profession  successfully  in  Manhat¬ 
tan,  was  Thomas  Slator.  Of  Irish  extraction,  he 
came  of  distinguished  ancestors,  several  of  whom  took 
active  part  in  governmental  and  military  affairs  in  that 
country.  The  family  was  one  of  those  granted  a 
coat-of-arms  for  conspicuous  service. 

The  history  of  the  Slator  family  dates  back  to  a 
comparatively  early  period  in  the  annals  of  Ireland 
when  Oliver  Cromwell  of  England  and  the  Round- 
head  Party,  of  which  he  was  the  leader,  were  engaged 
in  warfare  with  Cavaliers  or  Aristocrats  for  the  con¬ 
trol  of  English  affairs.  It  is  related  that  one  Henry 
Slator  of  Lislea  House,  County  Longford,  was  an 
officer  in  Cromwell’s  Army.  He  married  Rebecka 
Crawford  and  among  their  children  were:  William, 
Henry,  James,  Margaret,  and  Rebecka.  Henry 
Slator’s  death  occurred  in  1714. 

James  Slator  of  Moniseallaghan,  County  Longford, 
and  Kilgarren,  was  born  in  1677,  and  died  in  the  year 
1757.  In  1701  he  married  Anne  Graydon,  daughter, 
and  co-heiress  with  her  sister,  of  Ensign  Alexander 
Graydon,  of  White  Hill.  They  were  the  parents  of 
a  son,  John. 

John  Slator,  born  in  1704,  was  also  of  County 
Longford.  His  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Bevan,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Bevan  of  Cootehill,  County  Cavan, 
occurred  in  1741;  they  had  children:  Arthur,  Bevan, 
Alexander,  James,  Anne,  Mary,  and  Elinor.  The 
latter  married  Thomas  Coates  of  Newbridge  and 
Clinan,  County  Longford,  and  they  had  two  daughters 
and  one  son. 

Coming  down  to  the  nineteenth  century  it  is  re¬ 
corded  that  Bevan  (Coates)  Slator  of  Clinan,  County 
Longford,  and  of  Bruno,  County  Cavan,  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  assumed  the  name  of 
Slator  in  1813  on  succeeding  to  the  property  of  his 


maternal  uncle,  Bevan  Slator.  The  year  of  Bevan 
Coates  Slator’s  birth  was  in  1799  and  his  death  came 
in  May,  1854.  He  married  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
the  parents  of  Arthur  Coates  and  Bevan  Coates 
Slator,  the  latter  the  father  of  Mr.  Slator,  of  this 
review. 

The  second  Bevan  Coates  Slator  was  of  Clinan, 
County  Longford  and  White  Heather,  Achill  Island. 
He  married  Anne  Robinson,  daughter  of  John  Robin¬ 
son  of  Lisglassick,  County  Longford,  descendant  of  a 
Cromwellian  ancestor.  Among  their  children  was 
Thomas  Slator,  of  whom  further.  The  elder  Slators 
resided  in  Ireland  during  their  entire  lifetimes  and 
were  buried  in  their  native  surrounding. 

Thomas  Slator  was  born  in  Cavan,  County  Long¬ 
ford,  Ireland,  on  August  6,  1831,  and  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  land  of  his  birth.  During  his 
early  twenties  he  voyaged  to  America  and  after 
settling  in  New  York  City  began  the  continuation 
of  his  education  by  pursuing  a  course  in  civil  engi¬ 
neering.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  he  was 
enabled  to  open  an  office  on  Park  Place,  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother,  John.  The  latter  had  accom¬ 
panied  his  brother  to  America  and  had  received  a 
much  similar  scientific  training.  In  addition  to  pursu¬ 
ing  their  profession  of  engineering  they  also  became 
editors  of  a  weekly  trade  paper.  Thomas  Slator  who 
was  the  elder  of  the  two,  might  be  said  to  have 
borne  a  larger  portion  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
engineering  firm  and  often  conferred  with  city  officials 
concerning  contracts.  So  efficient  and  successful  was 
their  work  that  they  received  considerable  business 
from  the  city  of  New  York.  They  also  enjoyed  a 
reputation  for  honesty  and  personal  integrity  that  far 
outweighed  any  other  consideration  of  their  worth  as 
citizens. 

Some  years  before  his  marriage,  Thomas  Slator 
removed  to  Staten  Island  and  resided  here  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  local  Directory  of 
1882  lists  him  as  living  at  “131  Jewett  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton,”  and  carrying  on  an  undertaking  busi¬ 
ness  at  ”3  Park  Place,  New  York.”  His  residence 
which  he  purchased  was  the  old  Heal  homestead, 
originally  known  as  the  old  Blake  Farm,  an  old  and 
justly-famous  Staten  Island  landmark.  In  the  year 
1893,  he  still  dwelled  here,  his  death  occurring  two 
years  later. 

Mr.  Slator  was  greatly  interested  in  the  work  of 
local  civic  organizations,  though  his  aid  was  unosten¬ 
tatious  in  character.  He  was  one  of  the  first  citizens 
to  advocate  electricity  on  Jewett  Avenue.  The  As¬ 
cension  Church  of  West  New  Brighton  numbered 
him  among  its  members.  He  and  his  brother,  John, 
were  members  of  the  National  Guard,  State  of  New 
York. 

Thomas  Slator  married,  on  February  16,  1868, 
Hannah  Eccleston,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary 
(Christie)  Eccleston,  of  Rochester,  New  York.  There 
were  no  children  by  this  marriage.  Thomas  Slator’s 
death  occurred  on  January  28,  1895,  his  wife  surviving 
him  until  January  3,  1917.  Both  are  buried  in  Green¬ 
wood  Cemetery. 

The  foregoing  review  is  placed  within  the  biographi¬ 
cal  section  of  this  history  through  the  courtesy  of 
Miss  Harriet  I.  Slator,  a  cousin  of  Thomas  Slator. 
Miss  Slator  occupies  the  old  homestead,  numbered 
presently  as  357  Jewett  Avenue. 


ADOLPH  R.  C.  SCHLICTMANN— Since  com¬ 
ing  here  nearly  a  decade  ago,  Mr.  Schlictmann  has 
built  up  an  enterprising  establishment  which  through 
his  progressiveness,  places  the  New  Dorp  Merchant 
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Tailoring  Company  among  the  well-known  businesses 
in  the  South  Shore  district  of  Staten  Island. 

He  is  a  native  of  Bremervorde  in  the  Province  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  and  the  son  of  Frederick  and 
Adaler  (Heinamann)  Schlictmann.  His  grandparents 
were  Frederick  and  Greta  Schlictmann,  and  they  had 
four  children,  all  natives  of  the  Fatherland. 

Frederick  Schlictmann,  their  son,  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  12,  1867,  and  still  resides  in  that  country  where 
he  is  occupied  as  a  prosperous  merchant  tailor.  To 
Mr.  Schlictmann  and  his  wife,  whose  birth  occurred 
there  August  28,  1870,  the  following  children  were 
born :  Charles,  Bernard,  Elizabeth  and  Adolph  R.  C., 
of  this  review.  Adolph  R.  C.  Schlictmann  was  born 
December  16,  1902,  at  the  family  home  in  Germany 
and  first  went  to  school  in  his  native  town,  after  which 
he  learned  his  father’s  trade.  In  conjunction  with  his 
work  he  also  attended  night  classes  and  a  cutting 
school  in  order  to  learn  his  vocation  sufficiently  to 
place  him  in  a  business  of  his  own.  Thus  for  three 
years  as  a  helper  and  apprentice  he  worked  industri¬ 
ously  and  soon  became  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  latter’s  establishment. 

Believing,  however,  that  in  the  United  States  he 
could  occupy  himself  much  more  profitably  at  his 
trade,  he  determined  to  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  to 
grasp  opportunities  thus  afforded  in  this  country.  In 
time  he  settled  in  New  Dorp  and  after  a  year’s  resi¬ 
dence  here  opened  an  establishment  of  his  own  at  the 
corner  of  Fifth  Street  and  Rose  Avenue,  which  he 
operates  at  the  present  time.  He  has  a  force  of  three 
men,  a  well-equipped  auto  delivery  service  and  well- 
arranged  store  to  carry  on  his  increasing  business. 

In  1925  Mr.  Schlictmann  married  Anna  M.  Vagts, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Vagts  of  New  Dorp. 
A  year  later  he  purchased  a  residence  on  Tenth 
Street,  New  Dorp,  where  he  and  his  wife  and  young 
son,  Frederick  J.,  who  was  born  September  25,  1927, 
now  reside. 

Though  Mr.  Schlictmann  is  principally  a  family  man 
at  heart  and  a  business  man  of  enterprise,  he  also 
finds  time  to  be  interested  in  civic  matters  within  his 
home  community. 


JOHN  CHRISTIAN  HAABESTAD  — One  whose 
life  on  Staten  Island  has  been  devoted  principally  to 
the  management  of  a  building  and  contracting  business, 
Mr.  Haabestad  is  highly  regarded.  He  has  resided 
here  for  approximately  three  decades,  exclusive  of  two 
years  spent  in  our  neighboring  borough  of  Brooklyn, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  construction  of  small  sea¬ 
going  vessels.  He  lives  at  present  in  West  New 
Brighton. 

Mr.  Haabestad’s  family  is  of  Norwegian  descent, 
native  to  the  village  of  Grimstad,  Province  of  Fgere, 
Norway,  where  its  members  followed  various  occupa¬ 
tions,  among  them  farming.  Martin  Haabestad,  father 
of  our  Mr.  Haabestad,  engaged  in  the  latter  pursuit 
and  was  widely  known  and  respected  in  the  district  in 
which  he  lived.  He  married  Karen  Olsen,  of  another 
old  Norwegian  family,  and  among  their  children  were : 
John  C.  Haabestad,  of  whom  this  review  particularly 
relates;  Theodore,  residing  in  Norway;  Johane,  who 
also  remained  in  her  native  country ;  Ole,  who  is 
associated  in  business  on  Staten  Island  with  his 
brother;  and  Bertha,  who  resides  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
is  married  and  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Norma. 

John  C.  Haabestad’s  birth  occurred  in  Grimstad, 
Norway,  March  12,  1881,  and  his  education  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  schools  nearby  his  home.  After  completing 
his  studies  he  began  work  in  the  shipyards  at  Fevik, 


where  he  remained  for  six  years.  Here  he  was  enabled 
to  gain  considerable  experience  at  boat  building.  As 
he  grew  older  he  determined  to  cross  the  ocean  to  the 
United  States,  feeling  that  an  opportunity  to  con¬ 
tinue  as  a  boatbuilder  would  be  available.  Some  time 
after  reaching  New  York  he  went  to  Staten  Island  to 
reside,  working  for  a  short  time  in  this  borough  at 
his  chosen  occupation.  Later  he  transferred  to 
Brooklyn  and  engaged  in  the  building  of  small  vessels. 
Gradually  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  construction 
work  and  decided  to  apply  it  to  home  building.  Sens¬ 
ing  that  Staten  Island,  which  at  that  time  was  under¬ 
going  a  development  along  contractural  and  building 
lines,  would  furnish  ample  background  for  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  private  business,  he  returned  to  Richmond 
Borough  and  in  1907  instituted  his  own  establishment. 
The  first  structure  completed  by  him  was  the  residence 
in  which  he  now  lives.  As  time  went  on  his  building 
activities  became  considerably  enlarged,  so  that  at  the 
current  time  he  is  now  recognized  among  the  better 
known  builders  and  contractors  in  the  borough.  Vari¬ 
ous  dwelling  places  and  office  edifices  throughout  al¬ 
most  every  section  of  the  Island  have  been  built 
through  his  instrumentality.  The  experience  that  he 
has  acquired  in  his  calling,  which  has  aided  him  ma¬ 
terially  in  his  success,  has  been  coupled  with  unusual 
resourcefulness  and  native  energy.  Aside  from  his 
business  activities,  Mr.  Haabestad  has  been  allied  with 
certain  community  movements  and  activities  aimed 
generally  at  the  advancement  of  public  causes. 

John  C.  Haabestad  married,  in  1905,  Agatha  Jensen, 
daughter  of  Nels  and  Cecilia  Jensen.  Mrs.  Haabe¬ 
stad  is  a  native  of  Norway  and  came  to  America  with 
her  parents  when  she  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haabestad  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Alfred,  Selma,  Anna,  Agathe,  Berthe,  and 
Ruth.  The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  18 
Llewelyn  Road. 


JOHN  ANDERSON — Many  of  the  important 
buildings  on  Staten  Island  are  the  work  of  one  of 
Richmond  Borough’s  foremost  construction  engineers, 
Mr.  John  Anderson.  The  Clove  Lake  Dam,  the  ter¬ 
minal  buildings  at  Clifton,  Police  Headquarters  Build¬ 
ing  at  St.  George,  and  the  Westerleigh  Savings  and 
Building  Loan  Association  are  numbered  among  his 
accomplishments. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  born  in  Risor,  Norway,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  24,  1868,  one  of  the  nine  children  of  Anders 
and  Terjer  (Kristen)  Anderson,  the  former  being  a 
prominent  smith  and  wheel-wright  of  his  community. 
Both  parents  were  of  old  Norwegian  ancestry.  John 
Anderson  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  of  his 
native  district  and,  in  1888  came  to  the  United  States. 
He  landed  in  New  York  City  and  a  few  days  later 
went  to  Brooklyn  where  he  worked  with  various  con¬ 
struction  companies  until  1892.  From  1892  to  1898 
he  was  connected  with  the  Collins  and  McClane  Con¬ 
struction  Company  as  foreman  and  superintendent  of 
construction.  In  1898  he  associated  with  Spearan  and 
Preston,  general  contractors  of  New  York  City,  and 
became  superintendent  and  general  manager  of  this 
concern.  He  superintended  the  construction  of  the 
new  ferry  terminal  at  St.  George  from  1905  to  1907. 
In  1896  he  had  become  a  resident  of  Staten  Island, 
and  like  many  of  its  progressive  citizens,  saw  great 
possibilities  in  its  development.  Thus  it  came  about, 
that  in  1914  he  decided  to  enter  business  for  himself, 
and  having  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of.  con¬ 
struction  and  engineering,  he  formed  an  association 
with  James  Wheeler  of  West  New  Brighton  and 
began  the  engineering  firm  of  Anderson  and  Wheeler, 
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Incorporated.  This  business  grew  steadily  and  finally, 
in  1922,  Mr.  Anderson  withdrew  and  formed  the 
Anderson  Construction  Company  of  which  he  served 
as  president  and  executive  head.  Among  the  special 
building  projects  of  the  Anderson  Construction  Com¬ 
pany,  were  the  Police  Headquarters  Building,  the 
Martin  Leo  Building  in  Port  Richmond,  and  the 
Richmond  Insurance  Building  on  Castleton  Avenue, 
West  Brighton.  One  of  the  foremost  achievements  of 
Mr.  Anderson  was  the  excavation  of  Clove  Lake  and 
the  construction  of  the  concrete  dam,  with  natural 
stone  facing.  The  lake  is  2,500  feet  long  from  Victory 
Boulevard  to  the  dam.  This  work  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  park  grounds  adjacent  will  in  time  prove 
one  of  the  beauty  spots  in  the  large  proposed  park 
system. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  not  only  prominent  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  life  of  the  community  but  in  other  local  activ¬ 
ities  as  well.  He  is  a  member  of  Tompkins  Lodge, 
No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Tyrian 
Chapter,  No.  219,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Anderson  married  Anna  Olsen  of 
Staten  Island.  There  were  two  children  of  this  mar¬ 
riage,  both  deceased.  Mrs.  Anna  (Olsen)  Ander¬ 
son  died  in  1896.  In  1897,  Mr.  Anderson  married 
(second)  Mrs.  Emma  (Larson)  Olsen,  of  West  New 
Brighton,  widow  of  Anton  Olsen.  The  present  Mrs. 
Anderson  by  her  first  marriage,  is  the  mother  of  two 
children:  1.  Angor,  who  is  associated  with  the  Ander¬ 
son  and  Wheeler  Company;  he  married  Marie  Barton, 
of  Brooklyn,  by  whom  was  born  one  daughter,  Doro¬ 
thy.  2.  Ida,  who  married  John  Johnson,  a  native  of 
Norway;  now  living  on  Staten  Island;  they  have  two 
children,  Doris  and  Arnold. 


WILLIAM  A.  KOFFER — As  superintendent  of 
the  Woodland  Cemetery  during  the  later  years  of  his 
life  and  long  acknowledged  as  a  thoroughly-reliant 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  the  late  Mr.  Koffer  made 
many  worthy  friendships  during  his  residence  on 
Staten  Island.  After  his  death,  Anna  (Gerlach)  Kof¬ 
fer,  his  widow,  a  devoted  helpmate,  assumed  her  hus¬ 
band’s  duties  until  her  resignation  from  this  position 
in  1930. 

William  A.  Koffer,  our  subject,  obtained  his  school¬ 
ing  in  Germany,  and  after  coming  to  Staten  Island 
he  became  an  employee  of  the  Woodland  Cemetery, 
near  Silver  Lake.  This  cemetery,  now  recognized 
among  the  well-known  on  Staten  Island,  and  sit¬ 
uated  on  Victory  Boulevard,  not  far  from  Silver- 
mount  Cemetery,  was  first  used  as  a  burial  ground 
sometime  before  1874.  On  an  old  Staten  Island  land 
map  compiled  in  that  year,  its  location  is  shown  as 
a  sizable  plot  of  land  on  old  Richmond  Turnpike. 

In  the  local  Directory  of  1897  Mr.  Koffer’s  associa¬ 
tion  with  Woodlawn  Cemetery  is  listed  and  it  is 
further  recorded  that  he  was  of  an  industrious  nature, 
capable  in  the  pursuance  of  his  many  tasks  and  also 
possessed  of  executive  talent.  At  length,  as  a  reward 
for  his  able  work,  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  cemetery,  which  office  he  held  until  passing  away 
January  31,  1928. 

Apart  from  the  immediate  duties  attached  to  his 
calling,  Mr.  Koffer  found  opportunity  to  lend  support 
to  various  social  and  civic  movements,  though  in  a 
quiet  manner.  Both  in  the  pursuance  of  his  tasks  and 
in  his  life  at  home  he  was  well-esteemed  as  a  Staten 
Island  resident. 

Mr.  Koffer’s  marriage  had  occurred  October  23, 
1895,  to  Alma  Gerlach,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  by 


this  union  three  children  were  born :  Charles  M., 
September  19,  1896;  Ernest  W.,  December  14,  1898, 
and  Edwin  A.,  May  1,  1906. 

As  it  is  through  Mrs.  Koffer’s  interest  and  instru¬ 
mentality  that  this  narrative  is  inserted  in  this  work, 
a  review  of  her  life  is  appropriate.  She  was  born 
July  30,  1872,  in  Braunschweig,  Province  of  Han¬ 
over,  Germany,  her  parents  having  been  Adolph  and 
Dorothy  (Mecke)  Gerlach  of  that  district.  Her 
father  was  born  January  25,  1850,  died  October  25, 
1872,  was  a  merchant  tailor  by  trade  and  lived  in 
Germany  all  his  life.  His  wife’s  date  of  birth  was 
September  4,  1850,  and  she  died  February  12,  1912. 
In  addition  to  their  daughter,  Alma,  they  were  par¬ 
ents  of  another  daughter,  Louise  H.,  born  November 
14,  1870,  who  died  October  1,  1889. 

Shortly  after  she  was  a  year  old,  Alma  Gerlach 
was  brought  across  the  ocean  by  her  mother.  She 
attended  Public  School  in  New  York  on  Ninth  Street, 
after  which  she  came  to  Staten  Island  to  reside.  She 
entered  the  employ  of  Neiman  and  Sons,  a  concern 
located  in  Manhattan,  where  they  manufactured  vari¬ 
ous  garments  and  children’s  clothes.  She  remained 
thus  engaged  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Koffer. 

Following  the  latter’s  death  an  offer  to  continue 
her  husband’s  duties  as  superintendent  of  Woodland 
Cemetery  was  proffered  Mrs.  Koffer.  She  accepted 
readily  and  for  two  years  was  responsible  for  the 
upkeep  of  the  property,  which  consists  of  close  to 
eight  acres  of  land.  Her  duties  embraced  undivided 
attention  to  detail  and  a  thorough  understanding  of 
her  work.  It  is  estimated  that  nearly  five  thousand 
persons  are  buried  in  that  cemetery. 

In  1930  she  removed  to  Unadilla,  New  York,  where 
she  resides  at  the  present  time.  While  on  Staten 
Island  she  was  exceedingly  active  in  club,  hospital  and 
church  work  and  on  several  occasions  participated  in 
drives  promoting  such  endeavors.  She  is  affiliated 
with  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Auxiliary,  the 
Germania  Club,  the  Dutch  Reformed  Club  and  sev¬ 
eral  others. 


JULIUS  LEMELSON,  M.  D.— Occupying  a 
position  of  prominence  in  the  ranks  of  the  medical 
profession,  Dr.  Julius  Lemelson,  of  Grant  City,  is 
one  of  Staten  Island’s  specialists  conducting  a  gen¬ 
eral  practice  in  medicine  and  surgery  in  which  he 
exhibits  ability  and  skill  of  the  highest  order.  Dr. 
Lemelson  specialized  in  diabetes  and  has  charge  of 
the  diabetes  clinic  in  the  Staten  Island  Hospital.  Al¬ 
though  still  a  young  man,  he  has  won  the  approval 
and  commendation  of  his  professional  colleagues  who 
recognize  and  appreciate  all  he  has  done  towards 
assisting  suffering  humanity  and  aiding  the  health 
of  the  general  public. 

Dr.  Lemelson  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1895,  son  of  Joseph  Lemelson,  who  is  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Mary  (Knapp)  Lemelson,  who  survives. 
Joseph  Lemelson  was  prominent  for  many  years  in 
mercantile  business  in  New  York  City  and  on  Staten 
Island. 

Dr.  Julius  Lemelson  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  Dewitt  Clinton  High  School  in  New 
York  City,  and  Curtis  High  School,  from  which 
latter  he  was  graduated  in  1913.  He  matriculated  at 
Columbia  University,  and  received  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  with  the  class  of  1917,  and  his 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  with  the  class  of  1919. 
He  served  his  interneship  at  the  White  Plains  and 
Staten  Island  hospitals,  and  afterwards  engaged  in 
general  practice  at  his  present  offices,  No.  72  Pres¬ 
cott  Avenue.  From  the  beginning  of  his  career,  he 
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received  the  trust  and  confidence  of  all  his  patients 
and  his  practice  is  now  so  large  that  it  requires  great 
effort  and  care.  He  is  an  inveterate  student  and 
everything  connected  with  modern  medical  science 
finds  him  in  the  front  ranks,  ever  anxious  to  utilize 
the  latest  discoveries  or  inventions  for  the  benefit 
of  his  patients.  He  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Staten 
Island  Hospital,  serving  in  the  out-patient  depart¬ 
ment.  His  professional  associations  are  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  and  New  York  City  Medical  societies, 
and  the  American  Medical  Association.  His  fraternal 
connections  are  with  the  Junior  Order  United  Amer¬ 
ican  Mechanics,  the  Aquehonga  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  His  civic 
interests  are  wide  and  varied,  and  everything  con¬ 
nected  with  community  advance  finds  him  an  earnest 
advocate  and  enthusiastic  supporter,  especially  through 
his  membership  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Dr. 
Lemelson  finds  great  recreation  in  tennis,  and  dur¬ 
ing  his  school  and  college  days  was  active  in  the 
track  and  soccer  teams  of  the  institutions  he  at¬ 
tended.  During  the  World  War  he  served  in  the 
Medical  Enlisted  Reserve  Corps. 

Dr.  Julius  Lemelson  married  on  March  31,  1921, 
Ida  Eleanor  Halpern,  of  Perth  Amboy,  daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Anne  Halpern,  both  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased.  They  have  two  sons:  Jerome,  born  July  18, 
1923,  and  Howard,  born  August  10,  1925.  Dr.  Lemel¬ 
son  has  two  brothers  and  six  sisters.  They  are: 
Emanuel;  Leo,  a  graduate  of  the  dental  school  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  is  now  dental  interne 
in  Ogdensburg;  Florence,  Pauline,  Gertrude,  Lillian, 
Jean,  and  Hannah.  Dr.  Lemelson  built  his  present 
home  in  Grant  City  in  1924,  having  practiced  here 
since  1922,  and  prior  to  that  for  one  year  at  Stapleton. 


ROBERT  VIEGELMANN— The  greater  part 
of  the  business  career  of  Mr.  Viegelmann  has  been 
spent  in  commercial  life  and  he  has  had  a  varied 
experience  in  several  foreign  countries.  A  native  of 
Brazil,  South  America,  but  educated  in  Germany, 
he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1897,  settling  in  New 
York,  where  he  engaged  in  the  cutlery  and  importing 
business. 

Adolph  Viegelmann,  deceased,  his  father,  however, 
was  born  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  May  19,  1838,  a 
descendant  of  a  family  which  originally  came  from 
Switzerland.  After  receiving  a  sound  education  in  his 
native  town,  the  elder  Viegelmann  entered  a  mercan¬ 
tile  pursuit  in  that  city,  remaining  thus  employed 
until  1864,  when  he  journeyed  to  Porto  Alegre, 
Brazil,  where  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Holzweissig  and  Company,  wholesalers  of  general 
merchandise.  He  remained  in  that  country  fourteen 
years  when  he  retired  from  active  business  life  and 
returned  to  Hamburg.  His  wife,  whom  he  married 
about  1876,  was  Elsa  Iversen,  also  a  native  of  Ham¬ 
burg,  born  July  17,  i860,  and  was  a  descendant  of  a 
family  which  originally  was  seated  in  Denmark.  Seven 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  1.  Edgar,  married 
Paula  Schroder,  whose  children  are  Liselotte,  Her¬ 
bert  and  Ulrich  (now  resident  of  the  Philippine 
Islands).  2.  Robert,  to  whom  this  narrative  chiefly 
refers.  3.  Oscar,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1898, 
settled  in  New  York  and  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
business;  married  Riesel  Schwope,  no  issue.  4. 
Arnold,  living  at  Sonneberg,  Germany,  a  professor  at 
the  State  Art  School;  married,  and  had  two  children: 
Eva  and  Gunther.  5.  Kurk,  came  to  this  country  in 
1900  and  also  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business  in 
New  York.  He  married  Marianne  Schwoke  and  had 
six  children;  Otto,  Irma,  Adolf,  Ernest,  Oscar  and 


Gertrude.  6.  Irma,  now  Mrs.  Herman  Stahn  of 
Berlin,  Germany.  7.  Anita,  who  married  Paul  Scho- 
enlgrodt,  and  has  two  children,  Paul  W.  and  Hen¬ 
ning. 

Robert  Viegelmann  was  born  October  31,  1879, 
but  when  he  was  five  years  of  age  was  taken  by  his 
father  to  Germany,  where  he  received  his  education. 
When  school  days  were  over  he  remained  in  Germany 
for  a  few  years  and  then  embarked  for  this  country 
to  take  a  position  with  an  importing  firm  in  Man¬ 
hattan.  He  came  at  once  to  Staten  Island  to  live 
permanently,  but  has  always  been  engaged  in  business 
in  the  metropolis.  Mr.  Viegelmann  makes  his  home 
at  No.  708  Victory  Boulevard,  Stapleton,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Richmond  Club  and  of  the  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Viegelmann  married,  on  May  17,  1905,  a  Staten 
Island  girl,  Anita  Murken,  daughter  of  Carl  and 
Hermine  (Sonntag)  Murken.  The  former  was  born 
in  Germany  and  the  latter  in  Stapleton.  Mrs.  Mur¬ 
ken  survives  her  husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Viegelmann 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Walter,  born 
March  27,  1906.  2.  Robert,  born  October  29,  1907. 
3.  George,  born  April  24,  1911.  4.  Arnold,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  1914. 


WILLIAM  HUTCHINSON  CHASE— A  life 

devoted  in  the  service  of  an  only  employer,  the 
United  States  Government,  was  the  proud  record  of 
the  late  William  H.  Chase,  who  came  to  Staten  Is¬ 
land  from  New  York  at  an  early  age.  At  the  time 
of  his  passing,  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Inquiry 
Department  of  the  New  York  Post  Office  and  was 
held  in  esteem  as  a  dean  among  his  fellow-workers. 
Here  on  Staten  Island  he  was  respected  as  a  citizen 
whose  duties  to  his  family  and  community  were  of 
serious  consideration  in  his  own  life.  He  was  de¬ 
scended  from  old  English-Colonial  stock  in  this  coun¬ 
try-  . 

His  birth  occurred  in  1835,  the  son  of  Matthew  H. 
and  Rachel  (Levinus)  Chase,  who  were  also  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  other  children. 

As  a  boy,  William  H.  Chase  attended  public  school 
in  Manhattan  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  a  calling 
which  he  followed  faithfully  sixty-four  years.  Be¬ 
ginning  in  a  minor  capacity  in  this  branch  of  govern¬ 
mental  employ  he  gradually  rose  during  the  succeed¬ 
ing  years  to  positions  of  increased  responsibility.  In 
time  he  was  appointed  to  a  clerkship  and  was  next 
advanced  to  a  position  in  the  Foreign  Department 
which  he  held  ten  years.  He  then  served  as  box 
clerk  but  later  became  one  of  the  organizers  and 
developers  of  the  Unpaid  Department. 

It  was  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Dayton 
as  head  of  the  Postal  Department  that  Mr.  Chase 
was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Inquiry  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  post  he  held  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
January  27,  1920. 

Mr.  Chase  was  ever  an  exponent  of  the  theory  that 
in  the  period  of  maturity  and  ripeness  of  life  men 
are  usually  at  their  best  in  regard  to  their  mental 
ability  and  acumen,  and  the  formative  experiences 
of  early  years  are  used  to  good  advantage  later  in 
life.  He  further  conjured  that  a  casting  about  in 
search  of  steady  and  remunerative  employment  was 
superseded  by  the  building  of  happy  life  and  a  health¬ 
ful  home  atmosphere. 

And  indeed,  William  H.  Chase  aptly  illustrated 
this  theory  though  he  would  not  admit  to  being  placed 
on  a  pedestal  as  an  example  of  efficiency  and  earnest¬ 
ness  himself.  Some  years  ago,  Postmaster  Morgan, 
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head  of  the  New  York  Post  Office,  at  the  time  that 
Mr.  Chase  was  superintendent  of  the  Inquiry  Depart¬ 
ment,  regarded  him  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  as 
one  of  his  most  valued  and  trusted  aids.  Mr.  Chase 
was  also  widely-known  in  postal  circles  and  enjoyed 
many  warm  friendships  of  years’  standing. 

His  marriage  took  place  in  1853  with  Louisa 
Decker,  the  dai^ghter  of  David  and  Catherine  (Decker) 
Decker,  of  old  Holland-Dutch  ancestry.  Mrs.  Chase 
was  born  April  4,  1837,  died  January  26,  1925.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chase  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
1.  Ella,  married  Richard  S.  Hawkins,  of  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  who  died  in  1911,  and  they  were  without 
issue.  2.  Caroline  S.,  married  Charles  B.  Pollack,  of 
Port  Richmond  and  they  have  three  children.  3.  Wil¬ 
liam  P.,  now  resides  in  New  York.  4.  Mary  E.,  mar¬ 
ried  Daniel  H.  Renton  of  West  New  Brighton,  who 
died  in  1925  and  one  child  was  born  to  them.  5. 
Arthur  G.,  now  lives  in  Syracuse  and  has  two  chil¬ 
dren. 

Mrs.  Richard  H.  Hawkins  through  whose  courtesy 
this  review  is  inscribed  in  the  history,  resides  at  the 
present  time  at  No.  101  Anderson  Avenue,  Port 
Richmond. 


ALEXANDER  BUEGLER— A  Staten  Island 
resident  of  thirty-five  years’  standing,  Alexander 
Buegler,  who  passed  away  about  fifteen  years  ago, 
will  be  remembered  as  the  owner  of  a  substantial 
bakery  and  confectionery  business  in  Stapleton.  As 
a  citizen  he  was  a  man  of  the  highest  integrity  and 
honor,  well  esteemed  and  admired  by  a  host  of  friends. 

The  Buegler  family  are  natives  of  Bavaria,  now 
a  State  within  the  German  Republic  and  it  was  there 
on  December  5,  1853,  in  Amorbach,  that  Mr.  Buegler 
was  born.  He  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Apolina 
(Schneider)  Buegler,  his  father  being  by  occupation 
an  interior  decorator  and  a  man  principally  devoted 
to  the  care  of  his  home  and  family.  He  and  his  wife 
voyaged  to  America,  and  settled  in  New  York,  where 
the  elder  Buegler  pursued  his  profession.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  have  long  since  passed  away  and  are 
buried  in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery  on  Long  Island. 

Alexander  Buegler  acquired  his  education  in 
Wurtzburgh,  Bavaria,  after  which  he  was  sent  by  his 
parents  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  confectionist  and 
baker.  He  remained  thus  engaged  for  three  years, 
it  being  necessary  for  him  to  undertake  considerable 
study  to  master  the  essentials  of  his  occupation. 

Upon  completion  of  his  apprenticeship  he  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and  settled  for  a  time 
in  New  York.  He  obtained  employment  at  the  old 
Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  serving  as  head  of  the  pastry 
department  for  ten  years.  He  then  founded  a  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  own  in  the  city,  and  remained  there  until 
1886,  when  he  crossed  the  bay  to  Staten  Island.  Tak¬ 
ing  up  his  residence  in  Stapleton,  he  opened  a  modern 
bakery  and  confectionery  shop,  located  on  Canal 
Street.  The  active  management  of  this  concern  took 
up  his  efforts  for  the  next  quarter  century  or  more, 
with  the  result  that  he  became  highly  successful.  The 
quality  of  his  bakery  products  attracted  a  patronage 
that  increased  rapidly  with  the  passing  years,  and 
his  pastry  and  confections  became  a  by-word  through¬ 
out  the  island. 

By  nature  Mr.  Buegler  was  a  kindly  man  and 
endowed  with  considerable  energy  and  diligence. 
Within  his  calling  he  was  active,  being  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Staten  Island  Master  Bakers’  As¬ 
sociation,  and  once  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
Staten  Island  Business  Men’s  Civic  League.  In 
community  matters  his  aid  was  given  generously, 


though  in  a  quiet  and  reserved  manner,  in  keeping 
with  his  character.  In  politics  he  was  an  avowed 
Democrat,  though  never  a  seeker  of  public  office. 
To  his  family  and  home  he  gave  a  fullness  of  love 
and  devotion,  fulfilling  obligations  loyally  and  with 
the  utmost  respect,  earning  thereby  the  high  esteem 
of  his  fellow-townsmen  and  citizens. 

After  founding  his  baking  establishment  and  operat¬ 
ing  it  efficiently,  Mr.  Buegler’s  compensation  was  the 
accumulation  of  a  modest  fortune  which  unhappily, 
he  was  not  long  destined  to  enjoy.  He  retired  from 
active  business  pursuits  in  1915,  but  died  a  few  months 
later,  on  February  18,  1916  and  was  buried  in  the 
Moravian  Cemetery. 

Alexander  Buegler’s  first  marriage  occurred  on 
November  22,  1880,  when  he  married  Caroline  Lieb 
of  New  York,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jacobine  Lieb. 
To  this  union  were  born  three  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  1.  Joseph,  born  June  5,  1882;  married  on  Au¬ 
gust  14,  1912,  Alexia  Germeshausen,  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  and  they  have  six  children,  Helen  T., 
Caroline  A.,  Delores  A.,  Joseph  A.,  Catherine  C., 
and  Ruth  M.  They  reside  in  Port  Richmond.  2. 
Caroline,  who  died  in  infancy.  3.  Alexander,  born 
October  9,  1885;  married  (first)  on  June  11,  1911, 
Harriet  Schultz,  and  they  had  two  children,  Clair  C-, 
and  Alexander  B.  Mrs.  Harriet  Buegler  died  June 
24,  1917,  and  Mr.  Buegler  was  married  (second)  on 
February  28,  1922,  to  Elsie  Pfiefer,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  Elsie,  Robert  J.,  and  Rich¬ 
ard.  They  live  in  Westerleigh.  4.  Caroline  C.,  born 
January  6,  1887,  resides  at  the  family  residence.  5. 
Michael,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  first  three  children 
were  born  in  New  York,  and  the  last  two  in  Staple- 
ton,  Staten  Island. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (Lieb)  Buegler’s  death  occurred  on 
January  17,  1890,  and  she  is  buried  in  the  Lutheran 
Cemetery,  Long  Island.  Alexander  Buegler  married 
(second)  on  November  16,  1897,  Thekla  Goetzler,  of 
Manitowoc,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Valentine  and 
Catherine  (Buegler)  Goetzler.  It  is  through  the 
courtesy  of  Mrs.  Thekla  (Goetzler)  Buegler,  and 
Caroline  C.  Buegler,  that  the  biography  and  portrait 
of  Mr.  Buegler  are  placed  in  this  work.  The  Bueg¬ 
ler  family  homestead  is  situated  at  No.  393  Van 
Duzer  Street,  Stapleton,  where  Mrs.  Buegler  also 
resides. 


FRANK  W.  STAUDER,  JR.— As  former  head 

of  F.  W.  Stauder  of  Stapleton,  a  firm  dealing  in 
automobile  accessories,  Mr.  Stauder  was  thus  engaged 
in  such  activities  until  recently. 

He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  May  17,  1896,  the  son 
of  Frank  W.  and  Johanna  (Schmidt)  Stauder,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  After  coming  to 
America,  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Brooklyn, 
where  their  marriage  occurred,  and  there  the  elder 
Stauder  in  time  became  a  successful  drygoods  mer¬ 
chant.  In  addition  to  their  son,  Frank  W.,  there  are 
two  daughters:  Katherine,  who  married  J.  Pflager,  an 
associate  in  the  former  firm  of  F.  W.  Stauder,  and 
Johanna,  who  married  John  Reimer,  of  Brooklyn,  a 
real  estate  broker. 

Frank  W.  Stauder,  Jr.,  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  after  grad¬ 
uating  from  high  school  in  1913,  began  his  business 
career,  having  been  temporarily  associated  with  his 
father  from  time  to  time.  He  then  accepted  a  position 
as  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  woolen  manufacturing 
company,  which  he  held  two  years.  From  April  18, 
1917,  until  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  on  November 
11,  1918,  he  served  as  a  sergeant  in  the  304th  Tank 
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Corps,  United  States  Army.  After  the  war  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  jobbing  business  in  Brooklyn,  selling 
automobile  accessories  and  parts,  a  task  which  he 
continued  until  1924.  That  year  marked  his  arrival  on 
Staten  Island  and  the  incorporation  of  a  business 
for  the  sale  of  automobile  parts  under  the  name  of 
E.  Krieger. 

In  September,  1926,  Mr.  Stauder  took  over  the 
business  and  duly  reorganized  it  under  the  designation 
of  F.  W.  Stauder,  Incorporated,  continuing  thus  until 
his  retirement,  December  15,  1930.  In  the  management 
of  this  establishment  he  met  with  a  success  that 
largely  complemented  the  time  and  effort  he  gave  to 
its  development.  The  firm  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  its  kind  in  this  borough  and  it  is  now  conducted  by 
Matthius  Welter,  to  whom  Mr.  Stauder  sold  his 
interests. 

Outside  of  his  business  Mr.  Stauder  also  takes  an 
interest  in  matters  supporting  civic  progress.  Besides 
being  a  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
he  is  well  known  fraternally,  having  the  following 
affiliations:  Anthon  Lodge,  No.  769,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  of  Brooklyn;  Long-I  Grotto  of  the 
Mystic  Order  Veiled  Prophets  of  the  Enchanted 
Realm;  the  Staten  Island  Masonic  Club,  the  Masonic 
Square  Club  of  New  York  and  the  American  Coun¬ 
cil,  Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  military  service  in  which  he  was  stationed  at 
Camp  Gettsyburg  as  a  machine  gun  instructor,  he  was 
impressed  with  the  value  of  the  associations  he  formed 
and  of  the  general  significance  of  military  comrade¬ 
ship.  Thus  he  joined  the  James  W.  Young  Post 
of  the  American  Legion,  with  headquarters  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  and  is  now  a  past  member  of  this  organization. 

Frank  W.  Stauder,  Jr.,  married,  in  1919,  Elsie 
Heuner,  of  Brooklyn,  daughter  of  Otto  and  Lena 
Heuner,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany.  Her 
father  was  engaged  for  many  years  in  the  lithograph¬ 
ing  business  in  that  city.  Mrs.  Stauder  is  a  member 
of  Herda  Chapter  of  Brooklyn,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  She  and  her  husband  have  two  children :  Elsie 
M.,  born  July  7,  1922,  a  student  at  the  private  school 
of  the  Misses  White;  and  Frances  Elaine,  born  April 
7,  1927.  The  Stauder  family  residence  is  at  No.  35 
Moody  Place,  Port  Richmond. 


CAPTAIN  CHARLES  F.  SCHEUBNER— Be¬ 
tween  the  old  world  and  the  new  is  encompassed  a 
mighty  epic  of  the  faith  of  a  people  whose  lives,  in 
many  instances,  have  been  imperishably  interwoven 
into  the  history  of  the  Republic.  Goslar,  a  town  of 
Prussia,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  does  in  itself  supply 
an  historic  and  inspiring  background  for  a  review  of 
the  Scheubner  family,  natives  of  this  town.  Noted 
for  its  old  towers,  quaint  houses  and  antiquated  ap¬ 
pearance,  Goslar  counts  among  its  numerous,  inter¬ 
esting  buildings,  the  Marktkirche,  a  late  Romanes¬ 
que  church,  the  Kaiserworth,  an  ancient  guild-house, 
the  Frankenberg  Church,  and  the  Gothic  town  hall, 
The  oldest  secular  building  of  Germany,  The  Kaiser- 
haus,  built  by  Henry  III,  is  located  in  Goslar  and, 
figuring  frequently  as  an  imperial  residence,  the  town 
was  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  Germany.  Al¬ 
though  a  great  manufacturing  center,  the  inhabitants 
were  largely  employed  in  the  old  mines  of  the  Ram- 
melsberg. 

On  March  9,  1848,  in  Goslar,  Carl  and  Fredricka 
(Mackenson)  Scheubner  became  the  parents  of 
Charles  F.  Scheubner.  He  was  one  of  six  children, 
the  others  being,  William,  Otto,  Herman,  Marie, 
and  Anna.  Carl  Scheubner  was  engaged  as  a  rope 
and  fishing  tackle  manufacturer,  owning  a  large 


home  and  storehouse  for  his  wares.  Neither  he  nor 
his  wife  ever  visited  America,  but  all  the  children, 
with  the  exception  of  Otto  and  Marie  took  up  resi¬ 
dence  in  the  United  States  at  various  times.  Charles 
F.  Scheubner  made  his  first  trip  to  America  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  on  board  a  transport  carrying  provi¬ 
sions  to  the  South  during  the  Civil  War.  Subse¬ 
quent  to  this  voyage  which,  it  is  said,  took  over  a 
hundred  days,  he  became  determined  to  further  his 
experience  in  life  at  sea.  Fortified  by  his  birth  of  a 
sober,  steady  people,  attending  faithfully  to  the  serious 
affairs  of  life,  he  bore  himself  patiently,  defiantly  it 
may  be,  but  heroically,  without  the  assertion  of  any 
title  except  the  merciless  depths  of  the  sea,  to  a 
significant  success  in  rounding  out  his  career  as  a 
distinguished  pilot.  After  fitting  himself  by  diligent 
pursuit  of  his  studies,  he  received  his  appointment 
as  a  Sandy  Hook  pilot  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 
He  retired,  a  dean  of  Sandy  Hook  pilots  in  1918, 
after  devoting  practically  fifty-six  years  of  his  life 
to  the  sea. 

Charles  F.  Scheubner  married,  in  New  York,  on 
May  19,  1871,  Louisa  Storck,  a  daughter  of  Carl 
and  Louisa  (Barth)  Storck,  of  Seebach,  Bad  Diirk- 
heim  Rheinpfalz,  Germany.  Of  eight  children  born  to 
Charles  F.  and  Louisa  (Storck)  Scheubner,  only 
three  daughters  survive.  They  received  their  educa¬ 
tion  on  Staten  Island,  as  well  as  in  Weimar,  Saxony, 
Germany.  1.  Frieda,  unmarried,  resides  in  her  father’s 
home  on  St.  Mark’s  Place,  New  Brighton.  2.  Louisa, 
married,  on  January  3,  1914,  in  St.  George,  Paul 
Vogel,  of  Freiberg,  Germany.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  sons:  Carl  and  Harold.  The  family  now 
resides  in  Nuremburg,  Germany,  where  Mr.  Vogel 
follows  his  trade  as  a  leather  manufacturer.  3.  Elsa, 
married  on  March  19,  1907,  August  C.  Siemer,  of 
Stapleton,  where  he  was  born  and  reared.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  associated  with  the  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  in  China,  where  his  death 
occurred  February  19,  1930.  His  widow  is  now 
residing  in  Stapleton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  C. 
Siemer  were  the  parents  of  a  son,  Carleton,  and  a 
daughter,  Elsa,  who  reside  at  home  with  their 
mother. 

The  death  of  Captain  Charles  F.  Scheubner  oc¬ 
curred  on  February  19,  1930.  In  his  unremitting 
experiences  throughout  his  long  and  interesting  life, 
he  left  an  enviable  record  in  his  very  versatile  char¬ 
acter  as  a  captain  of  the  sea.  His  was  a  great 
strength,  expressing  itself  in  an  integrity  not  ac¬ 
quired  or  accidental,  but  an  integrity  that  was  struc¬ 
tural,  one  rooted  in  the  faith  of  his  own  soul.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Elks,  Lodge  No. 
841,  and  the  Sandy  Hook  Pilots  Benevolent  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Mrs.  Scheubner  passed  away  in  March,  1915, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  were  laid  at  rest  in 
the  Moravian  Cemetery. 


ANDREW  LEWIS  JAMES  MAURER— For 

one  whose  business  interests  have  centered  chiefly  on 
Staten  Island  during  the  last  two  decades,  Andrew 
L.  J.  Maurer,  of  St.  George,  is  well  recognized  as  a 
merchant  of  sound  principle  and  judgment.  His  career, 
to  date,  has  been  largely  formulated  with  thoughts  of 
earnest  application,  a  prime  requisite  in  the  life  of  a 
business  man  of  his  standing.  In  the  pursuance  of 
Mr.  Maurer’s  mercantile  activities  he  has  earned  the 
respect  of  leading  citizens.  Though  his  attention  to 
his  various  duties  engrosses  the  greater  portion  of  his 
time,  he  is  active  in  fraternal  life  and  is  interested 
both  in  athletics  and  the  fostering  of  recreational  pro¬ 
grams,  particularly  for  children  of  school  age. 
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Mr.  Maurer,  on  his  paternal  side,  is  of  a  family  of 
German  descent,  while  his  maternal  ancestry  dates 
back  to  forebears  of  Swiss- German  lineage.  His 
grandfather,  George  Adam  Maurer,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  was  educated  in  that  country.  In  subse¬ 
quent  years  he  voyaged  to  America,  where  he  was 
married.  His  wife,  who  was  also  of  German  origin, 
was  a  native  of  Aachen-Braunschweig,  and  had  like¬ 
wise  left  her  native  land.  After  their  marriage  she  and 
her  husband  took  up  residence  in  New  York  City. 

George  A.  Maurer  had  previously  acquired  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  shoemakers’  trade,  with  the  result  that  he 
soon  established  a  business  of  his  own  in  downtown 
Manhattan.  Within  a  few  years’  time  his  modest 
shop  became  appreciably  enlarged  and  approximately 
twelve  artisans  were  at  his  service.  With  the  coming 
of  the  Civil  War,  a  pressing  need  arose  for  all  sorts  of 
equipment,  and  footwear  in  particular.  A  staunch 
follower  of  the  Union  cause,  he  labored  steadfastly 
and  long  in  order  to  turn  out  his  quota  of  shoes,  and 
was  successful  in  this  endeavor.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
died  in  Brooklyn,  the  latter’s  passing  coming  at  the 
age  of  ninety. 

Their  son,  Nathaniel  Maurer,  was  born  in  New 
York,  was  educated  there  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  skilled  mechanic.  He  married  Mary  Walthy  of 
Swiss-German  parentage.  Her  parents  (Andrew 
Maurer’s  grandparents)  resided  in  Germany  early  in 
life  but  sailed  in  later  years  to  America.  After  an 
unusually  long  and  rough  ocean  voyage  on  which  the 
frail  sailing  vessel  that  bore  them  to  a  new  land  was 
buffeted  and  tossed  by  heavy  gales,  they  landed  at  old 
Castle  Garden,  New  York.  They  made  their  home  in 
New  York  City. 

Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Walthy)  Maurer  became  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  i.  George,  the  eldest,  is  a  resident  of  Floral 
Park,  Long  Island.  2.  Frederick,  also  lives  in  Floral 
Park.  3.  Andrew  L.  J.,  who  is  mentioned  especially  in 
this  review.  4.  Margaret,  married  Frederick  Roth- 
ermel  and  they  are  Brooklyn  residents.  5.  Louise,  also 
of  Brooklyn,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Hammarth.  6. 
Minnie,  married  John  Johnson  and  lives  in  Maspeth, 
Long  Island.  Mrs.  Mary  (Walthy)  Maurer,  mother 
of  these  children,  died  some  years  before  her  husband, 
at  the  time  when  her  son,  Andrew,  was  twelve  years 
of  age. 

New  York  City  was  the  place  of  Andrew  L.  J. 
Maurer’s  birth.  After  obtaining  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Brooklyn,  he  went  to  work  as  a  news¬ 
boy.  His  special  field  lay  in  the  section  about  Morris¬ 
town  and  Bernardsville  and  in  this  work  he  chanced 
to  meet  important  personages  in  various  walks  of  life. 
It  is  not  remiss  to  relate  that  the  youth  hoped  to  emu¬ 
late  these  men  some  day  and  win  modest  achievement 
in  the  business  world. 

Mr.  Maurer’s  first  association  with  Staten  Island 
came  twenty-two  years  ago  when  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  William  Wheeler  at  St.  George  Ferry  Ter¬ 
minal.  The  latter  operated  a  thriving  concessionary 
establishment  and  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  news¬ 
paper  circulation  work.  Mr.  Maurer  was  thereby 
enabled  to  obtain  a  solid  foundation  for  his  career,  as 
his  duties  gradually  became  more  responsible.  At 
length  he  returned  to  Bernardsville,  remained  there 
for  only  a  year  and  then  retraced  his  steps  to  Staten 
Island.  He  again  became  connected  with  Mr. 
Wheeler,  this  time  working  in  the  latter’s  store  at  No. 
6  Richmond  Terrace. 

Following  this,  Mr.  Maurer  became  identified  with 
the  W.  D.  Lewis  Company  of  New  York,  a  large 


construction  firm.  He  was  sent  westward  on  various 
building  jobs,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  paymaster  for 
the  company.  His  itinerary  included  such  cities  as 
Chicago,  Kansas  City,  Des  Moines,  Louisville,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  St.  Louis,  Denver,  New  Orleans  and 
back  east  to  Boston  and  Toronto,  Canada.  Experience 
of  this  character,  combined  with  a  broadening  of  his 
outlook  induced  largely  by  travel  and  the  making  of 
significant  contacts,  afforded  him  further  preparation 
for  a  business  career. 

Returning  once  more  to  Staten  Island  he  purchased 
Mr.  Wheeler’s  confectionery  store  in  the  old  Crab¬ 
tree  building,  thus  beginning  business  on  his  own  initi¬ 
ative.  Scarcely  had  he  finished  his  first  business  year 
when  property  condemnation  proceedings  necessitated 
his  removal  to  new  quarters  on  De  Kalb  Street.  Here 
he  built  his  own  store  in  a  one-story  frame  building, 
but  unfortunately  seven  years  later  he  was  forced  to 
vacate.  Undeterred  by  this  ill  fortune  and  more  de¬ 
termined  than  ever  to  forge  ahead,  he  alternated  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  few  years  in  the  operation  of  a  restaurant 
at  No.  44  Richmond  Terrace.  He  later  sold  out  this 
lunch  room  and  embarked  on  a  well-earned  vacation 
trip  to  the  mid-west.  The  following  year  found  him 
again  established  at  No.  32  Richmond  Terrace  as  the 
proprietor  of  a  well-equipped  confectionery,  stationery, 
tobacco  and  newspaper  shop  which  he  has  since  main¬ 
tained.  In  the  operation  of  this  enterprise  he  has  met 
with  the  success  that  invariably  attends  resourceful, 
prompt  and  capable  management  coupled  with  the 
keeping  of  an  immaculate  and  up-to-date  shop. 

In  late  autumn,  1930,  Mr.  Maurer  undertook  in 
addition  to  this  store,  the  proprietorship  of  The  Court 
Lunch  at  No.  44  Richmond  Terrace,  his  former  loca¬ 
tion.  After  extensive  renovation  and  ,  the  addition  of 
an  entirely  new  staff  and  facilities,  the  restaurant  has 
steadily  gained  in  patronage,  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
most  popular  in  the  St.  George  district. 

Although  Mr.  Maurer’s  tasks  keep  him  busily  en¬ 
gaged,  yet  he  finds  occasional  time  for  further  activity. 
Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  Order, 
being  a  member  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701, 
Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  Empire 
Commandery,  No.  66.  He  is  also  identified  with 
Roundtop  Council,  Junior  Order,  United  American 
Mechanics,  Bernardsville.  All  his  life  his  interest  in 
sport  events  and  in  healthful  recreation  has  been  con¬ 
stant.  While  a  resident  of  Bernardsville,  he  managed 
the  Bernardsville  Baseball  Team,  composed  strictly 
of  amateur  ball  players,  both  of  college  and  sandlot 
fame.  He  often  acted  as  playing  manager  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  guiding  his  team  to  a  high  standing  in  New 
Jersey  baseball  circles.  Basketball,  track  and  cycling 
were  other  sports  in  which  he  participated  creditably. 
Digressing  often  to  a  game  that  provided  relaxation, 
he  gained  local  prominence  as  a  checker  player,  being 
a  member  of  the  Bernardsville  Checker  Club  and  en¬ 
gaging  in  tournament  play.  At  present  his  interest 
lies  more  toward  the  obtaining  of  much-needed  recrea¬ 
tional  facilities  for  children  on  Staten  Island.  To  this 
end  he  devised  an  editorial  in  a  local  journal  urging 
city-wide  support  of  such  a  worthy  program. 


WILLIAM  P.  BRAISTED — Years  of  thorough 
experience  in  shipbuilding  and  in  the  supervising  of 
docking  operations  sufficed  to  acquaint  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Braisted  with  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of 
Docks  in  a  large  construction  enterprise  on  Staten 
Island,  a  post  held  by  him  during  the  later  part  of  his 
life.  Mr.  Braisted  was  a  son  of  Cornelius  and  Lavina 
(Hughes)  Braisted,  both  of  whom  are  referred  to 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


57i 


more  fully  in  the  review  of  his  brother,  Simpson  S. 
Braisted,  elsewhere  in  this  work  (q.  v.). 

W  illiam  P.  Braisted  was  born  on  July  9,  1865,  his 
place  of  birth  having  been  the  family  homestead 
situated  near  the  Billopp  House,  Tottenville.  As  a 
youth  he  attended  the  local  district  school  in  Totten¬ 
ville  and  later  studied  at  the  old  school  located  on 
Washington  Avenue.  After  his  graduation  he  took  a 
position  with  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company 
at  their  plant  in  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey.  Here  he 
remained  for  fifteen  years,  until  1896,  when  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  further  himself  was  presented.  He  forth¬ 
with  entered  the  employ  of  the  Downey  Shipbuilding 
Company  at  Shooter’s  Island  and  in  subsequent  years 
forged  his  way  to  positions  entailing  increased  re¬ 
sponsibility.  At  length  he  became  dock  master  for 
this  concern,  his  duration  of  service  being  for  ten 
years. 

Due  to  Mr.  Braisted’s  experience  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  boats  and  his  knowledge  of  cargoes  and  dock¬ 
ing  affairs,  it  was  his  fortune  in  1918  to  become 
connected  with  the  Brighton  Marine  Repair  Yards  as 
Superintendent  of  Docks.  From  that  time  until  his 
death  on  August  3,  1929,  he  carried  out  the  responsi¬ 
ble  duties  entrusted  to  him  efficiently  and  wisely.  In 
civic  affairs,  of  an  island-wide  nature,  he  was  an 
active  and  willing  participant,  sparing  neither  time 
nor  energy  in  important  public  welfare  causes.  He 
acted  as  president  of  the  Working  Men’s  Sick  and 
Death  Benefit  Fund  of  Staten  Island,  and  was  iden¬ 
tified  with  fraternal,  religious,  and  social  organiza¬ 
tions.  He  was  a  member  of  the  North  Shore  Volun¬ 
teer  Fire  Department  and  the  Democratic  County 
General  Committee  of  Richmond  County.  He  also 
was  president  of  both  the  Frank  Bunge  Association, 
and  the  Rod  and  Gun  Club  of  Staten  Island.  A  de¬ 
voted  husband  and  father,  his  love  of  home  and  fam¬ 
ily  earned  him  the  widespread  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Braisted’s  marriage  took  place  on  July  4,  1886, 
to  Fannie  J  Hoage,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert 
and  Margaret  (Frume)  Hoage,  of  Mariners  Harbor, 
the  ceremony  having  been  performed  by  the  Rev.  W. 
R.  Maul,  in  the  Mariners  Harbor  Baptist  Church. 
The  late  Rev.  Hoage,  who  came  to  live  on  Staten 
Island  in  1840  with  his  family,  was  a  lay  minister 
associated  with  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  West 
New  Brighton.  Thirty  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  the  ministry  and  at  one  time  he  was  headmaster 
of  the  Townsend  Orphanage  Home,  formerly  located 
on  Washington  Avenue,  now  Forrest  Avenue.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  buried  on  Staten  Island.  Mrs. 
Braisted  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living. 

William  P.  Braisted  and  his  wife  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  sons  and  four  daughters:  x.  Lillian,  born 
August  11,  1887,  married  Harry  Kagel,  of  Mariners 
Harbor.  They  have  four  children,  Josephine,  Lillian 
F.,  Harry,  and  Arthur,  residents  of  Brooklyn.  2. 
Walter  C.,  born  October  20,  1889,  married  Mary 
Vorek  of  Mariners  Harbor,  and  they  have  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Marie,  Walter,  William,  Florence,  Rose,  Mabel, 
and  Clifford.  3.  Raymond,  born  March  30,  1892,  died 
in  infancy.  4.  Leroy,  born  February  25,  1894,  married 
Georgia  Brock  of  Mariners  Harbor  and  to  them 
two  daughters  were  born,  Georgia  L.,  and  Marion  H. 
5.  Helen,  born  August  26,  1896,  died  in  infancy.  6. 
William  F.,  born  October  13,  1897,  married  Lillian 
Read,  of  Seattle,  Washington,  and  they  have  a  son, 
William  F.,  Jr.  7.  Cornelius,  born  January  19,  1900, 
died  in  childhood,  at  the  age  of  six  years.  8.  Jessy, 
born  May  6,  1902,  died  in  infancy.  9.  Gladys  O.,  born 


June  15,  1904,  married  Herbert  G.  Schacht,  of  West 
New  Brighton.  They  have  two  children,  Herbert  H. 
and  Marilyn  J.  10.  Florence  E.,  born  November  30, 
1906,  is  unmarried.  She  resides  at  the  family  home. 
No.  302  Simonson  Avenue,  Mariners  Harbor,  with 
her  mother. 

Like  her  late  husband,  Mrs.  Braisted  has  taken  a 
keen  interest  in  activities  of  civic  portent,  though 
her  main  devotion  has  been  to  her  home  and  fam¬ 
ily.  She  has  been  active  in  church  affairs  and  for 
a  number  of  years  has  acted  as  treasurer  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  All  Saints’  Episcopal  Church, 
Mariners  Harbor. 


EUGENE  S.  DEVLIN— Long  identified  in  local 
business  circles  and  attached  to  interests  that  have 
aided  the  progress  of  the  community,  the  Devlin  fam¬ 
ily  is  well  regarded  and  particularly  known  in  Port 
Richmond,  where  as  manufacturers  of  awnings  and 
tents  they  have  built  up  a  substantial  industry  and 
trade. 

The  Devlin  family  is  of  Irish  origin  and  in  their 
native  country  their  members  were  among  the  solid 
citizens  who  followed  their  lives  and  their  occupa¬ 
tions  in  a  conscientious  way  and  brought  up  their 
children  in  an  upright  manner.  This  branch  of  the 
family  came  to  America  about  sixty  years  ago.  John 
F.  Devlin,  father  of  the  present  generation,  was  the 
first  some  years  ago  to  come  to  Staten  Island.  He 
located  in  Port  Richmond  and  there  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  lifetime.  In  1900  he  became  engaged 
in  the  making  of  awnings  and  succeeded  in  time  in 
developing  a  prosperous  and  remunerative  enterprise. 
He  continued  thus  occupied  for  approximately  a  quar¬ 
ter  century,  at  length  being  joined  in  partnership  by 
his  two  sons,  Eugene  S.  and  Joseph  L.  Devlin.  His 
association  with  the  business  came  to  an  end  with 
his  death  on  April  25,  1924,  but  the  business  is  still 
being  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  John  F. 
Devlin  with  offices  and  shops  at  No.  56  John  Street, 
somewhat  near  the  Square  in  Port  Richmond.  Mr. 
Devlin  always  manifested  a  warm  interest  in  affairs 
of  community  importance  and  throughout  the  Island 
at  large.  He  possessed  a  generous  and  kindly  nature, 
was  deeply  devoted  to  his  family  and  well-esteemed 
as  a  citizen.  He  married  Anna  T.  Smith,  who  sur¬ 
vives  her  husband  and  continues  to  live  at  the  family 
residence. 

Eugene  S.  Devlin  was  born  in  Port  Richmond, 
June  24,  1892,  in  the  family  residence  at  No.  64  John 
Street.  He  received  his  early  education  at  Public 
School  No.  20  and  after  his  graduation  continued 
study  at  Curtis  High  School,  New  Brighton.  He 
then  became  a  student  in  the  New  York  Trade  School, 
where  he  learned  the  art  of  lettering,  in  order  that 
he  might  take  care  of  that  department  of  his  father’s 
awning  business.  His  brother,  Joseph  Leo  Devlin,  had 
also  been  identified  with  the  concern  as  a  partner  in 
the  business  and  since  the  death  of  their  father,  the 
two  brothers  have  continued  its  operation  and  per¬ 
sonal  supervision.  Their  success  has  not  only  been 
due  to  the  splendid  reputation  which  the  firm  had 
previously  engendered  but  largely  to  their  own  re¬ 
sourcefulness  and  enterprise. 

Aside  from  his  mercantile  activities  Mr.  Devlin 
is  probably  best  known  throughout  the  Island  for  his 
interesting  political  affairs  and  in  various  forms  of 
athletics.  A  staunch  Democrat,  he  has  long  been  rec¬ 
ognized  for  his  support  of  the  local  organization,  but 
it  was  not  until  1927  that  he  consented  to  be  a  can¬ 
didate  for  office,  running  on  an  independent  ticket  for 
alderman.  Though  defeated  in  a  close  contest  his 
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campaign  was  noteworthy  for  its  sound  and  rational 
conduct.  Mr.  Devlin  has  always  given  support  to 
Staten  Island’s  finest  movements.  Some  years  ago, 
in  his  honor,  “The  Gene  Devlin  Association”  compris¬ 
ing  in  its  membership  men  of  public  prominence  in 
varied  fields  of  endeavor  was  formed. 

One  of  Mr.  Devlin’s  finest  enjoyments,  particularly 
during  his  school  days  and  for  several  years  follow¬ 
ing  the  completion  of  his  education,  was  to  play  foot¬ 
ball.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Curtis  High  School 
eleven  and  subsequently  starred  in  local  amateur  foot¬ 
ball.  Baseball  was  another  favorite  sport  and  for  a 
few  seasons  “The  Gene  Devlin  Association”  was  rep¬ 
resented  by  a  nine  in  the  so-called  Staten  Island  Big 
League. 

Eugene  S.  Devlin  married,  on  December  20,  1914, 
Anna  Frances  Collery,  of  New  Brighton,  daughter 
of  James  E.  and  Maria  (Dolan)  Collery.  Mrs. 
Devlin’s  father  was  connected  with  the  local  street 
railroad  company  for  several  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Devlin  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Ruth,  Betty, 
Eugene,  Jr.,  and  John  Francis,  who  are  attending 
Public  School  No.  20  within  their  home  district.  The 
Devlin  family  residence  is  at  No.  955  Post  Avenue, 
Port  Richmond. 


HERMAN  SCHLESINGER— In  the  field  of 
mercantile  enterprise  on  Staten  Island,  especially 
within  the  Port  Richmond  district,  Mr.  Schlesinger 
is  recognized  as  one  whose  business  establishment, 
dealing  in  men’s  furnishings,  is  of  the  more  substan¬ 
tial  in  this  borough.  He  has  also  been  active  in 
real  estate  circles  and  in  civic  and  fraternal  affairs. 
His  home  is  in  West  New  Brighton. 

The  Schlesinger  family  is  native  to  the  city  of 
Budapest,  Austria,  where  for  many  years  members  of 
the  family  were  acknowledged  as  estimable  citizens. 
As  a  rule,  they  followed  occupations  of  a  mercantile 
and  industrial  nature.  Mr.  Schlesinger’s  grandfather 
was  Moe  Schlesinger  and  his  father,  Joseph  Schle¬ 
singer.  The  latter  was  engaged  as  a  merchant.  He 
married  Julia  Spillinger,  also  of  Austrian  descent, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  several  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living :  Malbin,  now  Mrs.  Gustaf  L. 
Kroll,  of  Port  Richmond;  Julius,  a  resident  of  Paris, 
France;  Bertha,  who  married  Ernest  Atlas  of  Port 
Richmond;  Herman,  of  this  review;  David,  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Manhattan. 

Herman  Schlesinger  was  born  in  Budapest,  August 
12,  1879,  and  at  a  comparatively  early  age  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents,  who 
felt  that  this  country  would  afford  better  opportunities 
for  economic  security.  They  resided  in  Manhattan 
where  their  son  attended  the  local  schools  and  derived 
thereby  a  sound  education.  After  completing  this 
training  the  younger  Schlesinger  became  employed 
as  a  salesman  and  for  a  number  of  years  following 
was  thus  occupied. 

Having  obtained  by  1908  a  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  clothing  business  to  warrant  the  establishment  of 
an  enterprise  of  his  own,  Mr.  Schlesinger  cast  about 
for  a  suitable  location.  He  at  length  determined  upon 
Staten  Island  as  the  background  for  a  mercantile 
career,  and  the  community  about  West  New  Brighton 
as  the  particular  seat  of  his  endeavors.  Thus  in 
September  of  1908,  he  founded  his  concern  and  began 
to  deal  in  men’s  furnishings  of  all  varieties.  His 
place  of  business  was  on  Castleton  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton,  an  attractive  merchandizing  center 
and  throughout  the  next  decade  and  a  half  his  efforts 
met  with  appreciable  success. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  Staten  Island  was  under¬ 


going  a  marked  development,  not  only  in  a  com¬ 
mercial  and  industrial  sense,  but  as  an  admirable  place 
in  which  to  reside,  especially  in  West  New  Brighton, 
and  other  North  Shore  communities,  as  well  as  the 
East  and  South  Shore  sections.  Land  and  prop¬ 
erty  holdings  were  becoming  looked  upon  as  worth¬ 
while  investments,  bringing  forth  increasing  utility 
and  increment.  Thus,  Mr.  Schlesinger,  in  1923, 
decided  to  enter  the  real  estate  field,  and  in  the 
following  year  he  organized  the  V.  S.  L.  Realty  Cor¬ 
poration  which  ultimately  controlled  the  old  Bennett 
estate  and  other  extensive  properties.  He  became 
president  of  this  firm  and  at  length  held  a  similar 
position  with  the  Forecast  Sales  Company,  which  en¬ 
gaged  in  realty  management.  Entering  the  South 
Shore  district  he  founded  and  became  head  of  the 
Sun  Ray  Realty  Corporation,  for  the  development  of 
Annadale  Beach  properties.  Still  another  concern 
with  which  he  became  associated  was  the  West  New 
Brighton  Holding  Company,  which  maintained  and 
developed  Silver  Mount  Cemetery,  a  project  which  had 
been  originated  almost  a  half  century  before  but  had 
been  virtually  neglected  in  later  years.  Through  its 
new  management  the  cemetery’s  expansion  was  far 
more  rapid,  until  at  the  current  writing  its  attrac¬ 
tiveness  is  well  manifest.  Mr.  Schlesinger  was  also 
made  a  director  of  the  company  controlling  the  Capi¬ 
tol  Theater  in  West  New  Brighton. 

In  April,  1929,  though  still  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  here,  he  reentered  the  merchandising 
field  by  opening  a  men’s  furnishing  store  at  No  265 
Richmond  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  His  shop  occupies 
a  floor  space  of  some  2,700  square  feet,  thus  providing 
ample  room  for  the  sale  of  complete  lines  of  goods. 
As  a  merchant,  the  success  that  he  has  attained  and 
the  esteem  of  the  community  that  is  his,  has  been 
gained  largely  through  equitable  dealing  and  through 
the  manifestation  of  creditable  civic  enterprise.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  West  New  Brighton  Board  of  Trade  and 
the  local  Kiwanis  Club.  Within  real  estate  circles  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board, 
an  organization  founded  some  years  ago  for  the 
mutual  protection  of  realtors  and  those  interested 
in  purchasing  property  and  building  homes  in  this 
borough.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Schlesinger  is  affiliated 
with  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Herman  Schlesinger  married,  on  September  24, 
1908,  at  West  New  Brighton,  Ray  Newmark,  a  native 
of  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Rose 
Newmark.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlesinger  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  daughter,  Beatrice,  a  graduate  of  Barnard 
College,  New  York,  and  is  now  married  to  Joseph 
Fischman  of  Manhattan.  The  Schlesinger  family  re¬ 
sidence  is  situated  at  No.  404  Bement  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton. 


HARRY  JOSEPH  VESTER— Resident  of  Don- 
gan  Hills,  and  having  served  with  distinction  as  a 
member  of  the  14th  Infantry  attached  to  the  27th 
Division  during  the  World  War,  was  the  late  Henry 
J.  Vester.  His  life  was  fraught  with  a  devotion  that 
fully  justified  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  both 
here  and  in  Manhattan,  where  he  was  associated  with 
a  prominent  brokerage  house  in  an  executive  capacity. 

Harry  J.  Vester  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
April  29,  1892,  the  son  of  Henry  J.  and  Louise 
(Schaeffer)  Vester.  The  elder  Mr.  Vester  was  born 
February  8,  1864,  in  Belforte,  France,  and  after 
spending  his  early  life  in  that  country,  sailed  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  landing  at  Castle 
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Garden,  New  York.  He  remained  here  several  years 
before  removing  to  Staten  Island  in  1910,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  beverage  business.  In  1885  he  married 
Louise  Schaeffer  of  an  old  Brooklyn  family,  and  to 
this  union  three  children  were  born:  Harry  Joseph, 
our  subject;  Louise,  born  May  4,  1895,  and  William 
F.,  born  April  ix,  1900. 

The  early  education  of  Harry  J.  Vester  was  ob¬ 
tained  at  Public  School  No.  29,  located  at  the  corner 
of  One  Hundred  Twenty-ninth  Street  and  Amsterdam 
Avenue,  Manhattan.  After  graduating  from  this 
school  in  1906,  he  attended  Stuyvesant  High  School 
before  taking  a  position  in  the  business  world.  His 
first  position  was  with  the  Wells-Fargo  Express 
Company,  after  which  he  became  employed  for  a 
three-year  period  by  Wasserman  Brothers,  members 
of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  with  offices  at  No. 
42  Broadway.  Following  this,  he  accepted  a  position 
with  the  Guarantee  Trust  Company,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  loan  clerk.  Eight  years  of  service  with 
this  concern  came  to  a  close  with  his  entrance  into 
the  United  States  Army  at  the  time  when  our  country 
joined  hands  with  the  Allied  forces  in  the  World  War. 

The  large  army  camp  at  Spartanburg,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  was  the  training  ground  where  he  and  other 
members  of  the  14th  Infantry  Regiment,  attached  to 
the  27th  Division,  were  encamped.  Here  he  served 
under  Colonel  Baldwin,  thus  learning  the  rudiments 
of  army  discipline  under  competent  supervision.  In 
connection  with  this  service  it  is  of  interest  that  a 
portrait  of  Commander-General  John  F.  O’Ryan,  of 
the  27th  Division,  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

In  1917  he  went  overseas  to  Europe  to  serve  on  the 
western  battlefront  in  France  and  remained  on  duty 
there  and  also  with  the  Army  of  Occupation  in  Ger¬ 
many  until  June  2,  1919,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of 
service.  During  this  military  period  he  had  been  pro¬ 
moted  to  sergeant  and  had  nearly  completed  a  course 
of  training  in  the  Officers’  School  when  the  Armistice 
was  declared.  A  second  lieutenant’s  commission  was 
subsequently  granted  him. 

Returning  to  civilian  life  Mr.  Vester  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  large  and  influential  brokerage  firm 
of  E.  A.  Pierce  and  Company,  of  the  New  York 
Stock  Exchange,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  entailing  a  large  measure  of  responsibility  and 
executive  capacity.  After  resigning  from  this  firm,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  D.  M.  Collins  and  Company, 
brokers  and  dealers  in  unlisted  securities,  bonds,  bank 
stocks,  etc.,  and  assumed  an  executive  portfolio  with 
this  company. 

Endowed  with  a  sound  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
financial  matters  born  of  several  years’  valuable  ex¬ 
perience,  Mr.  Vester  met  with  gratifying  success  in 
his  work.  He  was  made  assistant  manager  of  the  firm, 
an  office  in  which  he  served  capably  and  earnestly  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  on  April  3,  1930.  Thus  came 
to  an  end  a  career,  which  though  brief  in  point  of 
years,  was  actually  one  of  splendid  achievement  and 
distinction,  wherein  ambition  and  strength  of  char¬ 
acter  had  played  an  important  part.  During  his  life 
he  had  ever  adhered  to  the  principle  that  intelligent 
and  devoted  attention  to  duty  engendered  material  ac¬ 
complishment  and  happiness  and,  judging  from  his 
own  attainments,  both  from  a  civil  and  military  stand¬ 
point,  one  finds  in  his  career  much  that  is  inspiring 
and  worthy  of  remembrance. 

To  his  family  Harry  J.  Vester  gave  a  fullness  of 
love  and  devotion,  his  home  life  being  secure  and  sus¬ 
taining.  Fair-minded  and  reverent  he  bore  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  citizenship  with  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility. 


By  nature  he  was  generous  and  unselfish,  sacrificing 
much  to  his  family  and  to  the  many  associates  who  had 
come  to  respect  and  admire  him.  Outside  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  activities  he  found  time  to  take  a  keen  interest  in 
civic  affairs,  fraternal  associations  and  outdoor  activi¬ 
ties.  Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  Tompkins 
Lodge,  No.  471,  Masonic  Order,  and  with  Tyrian 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  In  addition  to  his  im¬ 
mediate  family  he  is  survived  by  his  father,  Henry  J. 
Vester,  living  at  No.  128  College  Avenue,  Wester- 
leigh ;  a  brother,  William  F.  Vester;  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Louise  Wallace. 

Full  military  honors  were  accorded  Harry  J. 
Vester  at  his  burial.  Funeral  services  were  held  from 
his  late  residence  at  No.  5  Longfellow  Avenue,  Deere 
Park,  Dongan  Hills,  with  Rev.  Charles  R.  Kingsley, 
of  Immanuel  Church,  Westerleigh,  officiating,  and 
representatives  of  Tompkins  Lodge  and  from  the 
army  post  at  Fort  Wadsworth  in  attendance.  At 
Moravian  Cemetery,  where  interment  took  place,  a 
firing  squad  from  Fort  Wadsworth  fired  a  volley  over 
the  grave  and  taps  were  sounded  by  an  army  bugler. 

Mr.  Vester  had  married,  on  August  15,  1920,  Betty 
E.  Dickson,  daughter  of  James  and  Ida  (Dulmandge) 
Dickson,  of  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  the  family  hav¬ 
ing  been  represented  in  that  locality  for  several  years. 
Possessed  of  an  excellent  education,  Mrs.  Vester, 
prior  to  her  marriage,  had  been  secretary  to  E.  A. 
Pierce  of  the  company  her  husband  was  one  time  con¬ 
nected  with.  She  is  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Betty 
Jane,  born  on  March  11,  1927. 


MARTON  M.  SCHAFFER — A  resident  here  for 
forty  years  Mr.  Schaffer  has  become  well-identified 
in  this  community,  both  as  a  citizen  and  a  former 
business  man.  He  was  engaged  for  nearly  a  half 
century  as  owner  and  manager  of  concessions  at  sea¬ 
side  resorts  throughout  the  country  and  on  Staten 
Island  before  his  retirement  ten  years  ago.  His  home 
is  located  in  West  New  Brighton  where  he  enjoys 
a  quiet  life,  after  a  business  career  marked  by  unusual 
activity  and  well-deserved  success. 

The  branch  of  the  Schaffer  family  to  which  this 
review  refers,  was  represented  in  this  country  during 
the  middle  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  by  his 
father,  Fred  Schaffer,  who  became  a  cigar  manufac¬ 
turer  in  New  York.  He  and  his  wife,  Louise  (Ashen- 
bach)  Schaffer,  were  of  German  descent.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Fred,  Jr.; 
Louis;  Louise,  whose  death  occurred  in  1929;  and 
Marton  M.,  of  this  review.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schaffer,  Sr.  are  deceased,  the  former’s  death  oc¬ 
curring  in  1861,  and  the  latter’s  in  1927. 

Marton  M.  Schaffer  was  born  May  6,  1856,  and 
he  attended  school  at  the  corner  of  Sheriff  and 
Stanton  streets,  New  York,  and  at  old  Public  School 
No.  5.  Both  schools  were  famous  for  the  large  num¬ 
ber  of  graduates  who  afterwards  became  prominent 
in  public  life,  in  fields  of  business,  and  in  profes¬ 
sional  careers.  Following  graduation  from  this  school 
young  Schaffer  earned  a  livelihood  by  selling  news¬ 
papers,  running  errands,  and  undertaking  such  odd 
jobs  as  boys  of  his  day  and  age  engaged  in.  Upon 
reaching  the  age  of  eighteen,  however,  he  entered  a 
business  that  was  soon  to  become  his  lifetime  call¬ 
ing,  that  of  manager  of  a  concessionary  establishment 
of  his  own.  By  investing  his  capital  in  this  under¬ 
taking  he  at  the  same  time  manifested  confidence 
in  his  ability  to  make  a  success  of  himself,  an  at¬ 
tribute  that  was  inherent  within  him.  It  was  not 
long  before  his  efforts  bore  fruit,  for  as  soon  as 
his  first  modest  venture  succeeded,  he  quickly  widened 
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the  scope  of  his  business.  This  method  he  continued 
throughout  the  ensuing  years,  steadily  gaining  more 
concessions  until  at  length  he  controlled  a  number  of 
the  concessionary  enterprises  at  the  more  important 
beach  and  seaside  resorts  throughout  the  eastern  part 
of  the  country.  Often,  during  a  particularly  favor¬ 
able  summer  he  employed  as  many  as  seven  hundred 
persons  at  various  points  along  the  shore. 

Gradually,  Mr.  Schaffer’s  business  interests  ex¬ 
tended  westward  and  embraced  a  wider  variety  of 
events  such  as  carnivals,  horse  races,  boxing  bouts, 
baseball  and  football  games,  and  countless  other 
sports.  He  soon  became  well  known  from  coast 
to  coast  as  a  concession  owner,  operating  not  only 
in  the  summer  but  in  the  closed  season.  He  was 
instrumental  in  bringing  aviation  to  many  fields  on 
Long  Island  and  elsewhere  and  he  was  enabled  to 
obtain  exclusive  business  rights  at  major  sporting 
events  and  for  some  time  controlled  concessionary 
privileges  both  at  Madison  Square  Garden  where 
bicycle  racing,  boxing,  wrestling,  and  circus  acts  were 
the  attractions,  and  at  Belmont  Park,  the  famous 
horse-racing  track.  In  1890  he  removed  from  New 
York  to  Staten  Island  to  reside  and  to  maintain  his 
business  interests.  He  made  his  home  for  about  ten 
years  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Beach,  which  as  a 
bathing  resort  was  enjoying  a  period  of  good  fortune 
marked  by  a  steady  growth  in  trade.  He  operated 
various  concessions  here  along  the  beaches  and  at 
the  old  Cove  fair  grounds,  and  was  one  of  the 
original  incorporators  of  the  Richmond  County  fair 
grounds.  He  became  the  owner  of  two  large  hard¬ 
ware  stores,  one  at  1949  Richmond  Terrace,  Port 
Richmond,  the  other  at  Midland  Beach.  Both  estab¬ 
lishments  proved  successful,  thus  giving  evidence  of 
Mr.  Schaffer’s  ability  as  a  business  man.  His  retire¬ 
ment  from  active  commercial  pursuits  came  in  1920, 
and  since  then  he  has  spent  his  leisure  time  at  his 
home,  No.  383  Jewett  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 
This  residence,  which  is  attractively  situated,  has  been 
his  family  home  virtually  since  1900. 

Mr.  Schaffer  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
civic  and  charitable  affairs,  particularly  those  within 
his  home  district.  At  one  time  in  his  career  he  acted 
as  chairman  of  a  beach  committee,  at  Midland  Beach, 
and  has  always  been  active  in  improvement  work 
there,  also  at  South  Beach,  and  at  the  various  other 
shore  resorts  where  he  had  establishments.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member  of  the 
Blue  Lodge  within  this  organization.  He  has  made, 
during  the  larger  part  of  his  life,  a  study  of  lan¬ 
guages,  being  able  to  read  and  speak  fluently:  Eng¬ 
lish,  German,  French,  Italian,  Jewish,  Gaelic,  and 
Spanish.  The  Schaffer  family  attends  regularly  the 
Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  New  York  City. 

Marton  M.  Schaffer  married  on  November  22,  1889, 
Louise  Soller,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Katharine 
(Seigel)  Sober,  of  Condondurgo,  Switzerland.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schaffer  became  the  parents  of  seven  sons 
and  four  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  still  living:  1. 
Edward  A.,  born  August  29,  1891;  married  May 
Regan,  of  New  Brighton,  and  they  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Ruth  and  Vincent.  2.  Paul  C.,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  21,  1892,  died  in  infancy.  3.  Grace  H.,  born 
November  18,  1893,  died  young.  4.  Chester  G.,  bom 
April  26,  1895,  died  August  26,  1917;  he  married 
Pearl  Burbank,  and  by  this  marriage  a  daughter  Vera 
was  born.  5.  Selma  M.,  born  May  20,  1896;  mar¬ 
ried  George  Carr,  of  Huguenot,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Dorothy,  George,  Louise,  and  Elizabeth. 
6.  Dewey  J.,  born  October  26,  1898;  married  Minnie 


Klinesiche,  of  Port  Richmond,  and  they  have  a  son, 
George.  7.  Bertha  M.,  born  June  17,  1900,  died 
February  2,  1920.  8.  Herbert,  born  in  1904,  died  in 
infancy.  9.  Eugene  A.,  born  February  3,  1908;  mar¬ 
ried  Edna  Stanley,  of  Port  Richmond,  and  they  have 
a  son,  Marton.  10.  Stephen  W.,  born  December  28, 
1909,  remains  single.  11.  Louise  M.,  born  June  17, 
1914,  is  also  unmarried. 


IRA  SOMACH — For  many  generations  the  Som- 
ach  family  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the  glazier 
industry  and  business  in  Lithuania  when  that  country 
was  a  part  of  the  Russian  Empire.  The  great-great¬ 
grandfather  of  Ira  Somach  had  established  himself 
in  that  business  in  Lithuania  over  two  hundred  years 
ago. 

Ira  Somach  was  born  in  Lithuania  in  1905,  the  son 
of  Joseph  and  Molley  (Schlossberg)  Somach.  In  1907, 
Joseph  Somach  came  to  America  and  in  time  located 
in  West  New  Brighton,  where  he  began  a  business 
as  glazier.  The  business  prospered,  and  the  elder  Mr. 
Somach  subsequently  opened  a  branch  in  Elizabeth, 
New  Jersey,  and  two  affiliated  stores  in  the  borough 
of  the  Bronx,  New  York.  In  this  work  he  was  ably 
assisted  by  the  other  members  of  his  family  and  they 
have  since  attained  a  high  reputation  because  of  their 
ability  as  glaziers,  as  manufacturers  of  window  shades 
and  picture  frames  and  for  their  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  trade. 

The  Somach  store  at  No.  1096  Castleton  Avenue  is 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  Richmond  County  and  here 
a  substantial  wholesale  and  retail  business  is  con¬ 
ducted.  For  seventeen  years  it  was  the  only  firm  of 
its  kind  in  West  New  Brighton,  and,  in  addition  to 
the  work  it  accomplished  for  local  residents,  it  has 
contracts  with  various  apartment  houses,  hotels,  hos¬ 
pitals,  department  stores,  automobile  exhibit  rooms, 
office  buildings,  and  other  accounts  like  the  New 
York  Telephone  Company,  and  Barrett,  Nephews  and 
Company.  The  trade  name  used  by  the  Somach  Win¬ 
dow  Shade  Company  is  “The  Rose  of  Reo  Shades,” 
and  the  slogan  of  the  organization  is  “Just  a  Shade 
better.”  The  members  of  the  company  conservatively 
estimate  that  they  have  at  one  time  or  another  in  the 
past  twenty  years  put  a  pane  of  glass  or  a  window 
shade  in  every  house  in  West  New  Brighton.  Besides 
this  district,  their  patrons  are  to  be  found  in  all  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  Island. 

Joseph  Somach  is  prominent  in  West  New  Brighton’s 
community  activities.  He  is  also  associated  with  the 
Hebrew  Immigrant  Aid  Society,  is  a  member  of  the 
building  committee  of  the  Temple  Emmanuel,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  figures  in  the  United  Benevolent 
Hebrew  Association.  His  other  associations  include 
the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  West  New  Brighton. 

Ira  Somach  came  to  Staten  Island  with  his  parents 
at  the  age  of  five  years,  and  here  was  educated  in  the 
local  schools.  He  became  identified  with  his  father’s 
firm  in  1920,  prior  to  that  having  worked  in  a  store 
during  his  school  years.  Later  he  became  manager 
for  the  Somach  Window  Shade  Company,  and  in  order 
to  supplement  his  education  he  took  a  special  course 
of  training  in  one  of  New  York’s  educational  institu¬ 
tions. 

In  more  recent  times  he  resigned  his  position  with 
the  senior  establishment  and  ventured  in  business  in¬ 
dependently,  under  the  name  of  the  Ira  Somach  Com¬ 
pany,  at  No.  186  Bay  Street,  Tompkinsville.  How¬ 
ever,  a  further  move  to  advance  himself  ended  in  a  de¬ 
cision  to  dispose  of  this  business  in  1930,  and  he  re- 
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moved  to  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  where  he  now 
resides. 

Mr.  Somach  is  a  member  of  various  organizations, 
is  married,  and  the  father  of  one  child. 


CHARLES  HUGHES  LOMAX— For  many 
years  connected  with  a  prominent  Manhattan  business 
firm  and  later  associated  with  a  large  motion  picture 
producing  company,  the  life  of  the  late  Charles  H. 
Lomax  was  one  characterized  by  keen  devotion  to 
duty  and  intelligent  service.  He  took  an  interest  in 
church  and  military  affairs  and  was  a  Staten  Island 
resident  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life. 

The  district  about  Haverstraw  in  Rockland  County, 
New  York,  was  for  long  years  the  home  of  the  Lomax 
family.  In  this  town  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Hudson  River,  about  thirty  miles  from  New  York, 
James  Lomax,  the  father  of  Charles  H.  Lomax,  re¬ 
sided  and  pursued  the  profession  of  an  architect.  His 
career  was  one  blessed  with  signal  success,  many  of 
the  finest  homes  in  that  part  of  the  Hudson  River 
valley  having  been  designed  by  him.  In  later  years  he 
retired  from  active  affairs  and  came  to  New  York 
City  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1892.  His 
wife,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Mary  Mac  Ellwain 
of  a  well-known  family,  survived  him,  her  demise 
occurring  in  1895.  Both  were  buried  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  New  York  City. 

James  and  Mary  (Mac  Ellwain)  Lomax  were  the 
parents  of  five  sons,  Richard,  Robert,  George,  Charles, 
and  William,  all  of  whom  were  bom  in  Rockland 
County.  After  receiving  their  early  schooling  in  this 
district  they  subsequently  removed  to  New  York  and 
became  generally  engaged  in  various  professions. 

The  birth  of  Charles  H.  Lomax  occurred  August 
8,  1861,  in  Haverstraw  and  as  a  lad  he  attended  the 
local  school  in  Cold  Spring.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York  with  his  parents  and  entered 
Public  School  No.  20,  located  on  Thirteenth  Street. 
Following  the  completion  of  his  grammar  and  high 
school  education  he  obtained  employment  in  the  old 
dry  goods  firm  of  Arnold  Constable  and  Company, 
located  then  at  the  corner  of  Canal  Street  and  Broad¬ 
way.  Within  this  employ  he  compiled  a  long  record  of 
service  seldom  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  company, 
gradually  rising  from  the  position  of  cash  boy  to  an 
executive  post  that  entailed  considerable  responsibility 
and  labor.  He  was  privileged  to  both  aid  and  appre¬ 
ciate  the  gradual  transition  of  the  firm  from  a  small 
house  to  a  large  and  affluent  establishment  patronized 
by  distinguished  people. 

Mr.  Lomax,  after  leaving  the  Arnold  Constable 
Company,  accepted  a  more  important  position  with  the 
Famous  Players  Laskey  Corporation,  which  by  that 
time  had  become  outstanding  in  the  motion  picture 
industry.  He  remained  with  this  corporation  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  January  15,  1929. 

In  addition  to  leading  a  particularly  active  busi¬ 
ness  life  and  in  performing  the  kindred  duties  that 
responsible  civic  life  incurred,  Mr.  Lomax  was  a 
member  of  Company  E,  22d  Regiment  Engineers,  now 
I02d  Engineers,  New  York  National  Guard.  His 
length  of  service  within  this  famous  unit  was  of 
twenty-eight  years  standing  and  included  the  period 
embraced  by  the  Spanish-American  War.  He  was 
also  identified  with  the  Defenders  Association  and 
many  other  affiliated  regimental  bodies.  An  ardent 
churchman,  he  held  membership  in  St.  George’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Stuyvesant  Square,  New  York  City, 
and  for  twenty-four  years  sang  in  the  choir  of  this 
church. 


Mr.  Lomax  came  to  Staten  Island  to  reside  in  1905, 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Lucy  V.  Hunter,  which 
occurred  on  August  17th  of  that  year.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  James  D.  and  Mary  J.  (Drummond) 
Hunter,  who  were  of  old  Island  families.  Her  grand¬ 
father,  John  Drummond,  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
churchmen  on  the  Island  and  a  land  developer  and 
builder  of  note.  His  activities,  as  a  whole,  were  espe¬ 
cially  significant  during  the  period  about  1830,  one  of 
his  achievements  having  been  the  building  of  St. 
Simon’s  Chapel  at  Concord,  where  a  window  was 
dedicated  to  his  memory.  Members  of  the  Drummond 
family  have  long  been  associated  with  St.  Simon’s 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Lomax  served  as  organist  for  sev¬ 
eral  years. 

Mrs.  Lomax  resides  at  No.  337  Vanderbilt  Avenue, 
Stapleton. 


THOMAS  A.  CONNERY,  son  of  Dennis  and 
Hannah  (Wilduck)  Connery,  of  Irish  ancestry,  was 
born  in  Schaghticoke,  New  York  State,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  local  schools  there.  For  a  time  he  was 
employed  by  the  Donahue  Contracting  Company,  but 
left  this  work  to  take  the  course  at  the  New  York 
School  of  Embalming.  Completing  this,  he  accepted 
employment  in  his  profession  with  several  firms, 
among  which  was  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Casket 
Company.  His  first  independent  venture  was  at  Hicks- 
ville,  Long  Island.  He  also  managed  the  undertaking 
business  of  H.  J.  Hughes,  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  and 
was  associated  with  Selfridge,  of  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York.  In  1918  Mr.  Connery  came  to  Staten  Island. 
His  activities  extend  to  the  assistant  sextonship  of  the 
Paulist  Fathers  Church,  Columbus  Avenue,  Manhat¬ 
tan,  and  other  churches. 

Mr.  Connery  married  Charlotte  Harrigan,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Dennis  and  Mary  (McKeon)  Harrigan.  Their 
children  are :  John  F.  and  Mary  A.  Connery.  Mr. 
Connery’s  offices  and  residence  are  located  at  No.  80 
Crescent  Avenue,  New  Brighton. 


PIETRO  G.  GHILONI— Staten  Island,  in  the 
past  and  present,  has  been  the  residential  place  of  a 
number  of  well  known  artists  and  sculptors,  highly 
identified  in  the  world  of  art.  Among  them  is  Pietro 
G.  Ghiloni,  who  is  at  present  connected  with  the  firm 
of  Peter  Durkin,  specialists  in  monumental  works, 
New  York.  In  American  art  circles  he  has  received 
recognition  since  he  first  came  to  this  country  in  1888 
and  during  that  time  he  has  been  identified  with  impor¬ 
tant  museums  and  art  institutions,  and  for  two  years 
was  associated  at  Tulane  University  in  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Ghiloni  was  born  in  Barga,  Italy,  and  received 
his  education  there  in  Florence,  known  as  “the  lilied 
city.”  He  studied  at  the  Royal  Academy,  after  which 
he  lived  for  a  time  in  Paris.  In  young  manhood  he 
went  to  London  where  he  worked  under  Lanteri  and 
became  at  length  the  master  modeler  of  the  Boheme 
studio  to  the  royal  family.  Upon  his  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  he  located  in  New  York  City  and 
for  a  number  of  years  executed  important  commissions 
and  worked  in  conjunction  with  some  of  the  foremost 
galleries  and  museums  in  that  city.  He  went  south  to 
New  Orleans  in  1904,  where  he  remained  until  1914 
and  executed  many  public  and  private  works  of  deco¬ 
ration  and  design.  The  interior  of  the  Grunewald 
Hotel,  with  the  two  nude  slave  figures  holding  lamps 
aloft  that  adorn  the  foot  of  the  great  stairway  from 
the  lobby  to  the  mezzanine  floor  of  the  hotel ;  the 
pavilion  in  the  city  park;  the  interior  of  the  Trianon 
Theatre,  with  the  group  over  the  proscenium  arch; 
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the  ceilings  and  other  ornamentations  in  many  private 
homes,  such  as  the  Hayne,  Whitney  and  Jay  houses; 
the  sculptured  group  over  the  entrance  of  the  New 
Orleans  Stock  Exchange  and  many  other  examples  of 
plastic  art  remain  in  New  Orleans  as  souvenirs  of  the 
Florentine  sculptor,  because  of  his  genius  and  ability. 
An  idea  of  the  appreciation  of  the  New  Orleans  public 
for  his  work  can  be  gained  from  the  following  excerpt 
from  the  “Times  Picayune,”  New  Orleans,  on  April 
19,  1923: 

No  recent  acquisition  of  the  Isaac  Delgado  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Art,  perhaps,  has  more  significance  for  the 
New  Orleans  public  than  the  statuette  by  Pietro 
Ghiloni  which  was  purchased  by  the  board  of  ad¬ 
ministrators  from  the  spring  exhibition  of  the  South¬ 
ern  States  Art  League  last  April  (1923).  Not  only 
is  the  little  statue  an  exquisite  thing  in  itself,  full 
of  tender  emotion,  beautifully  executed;  but  the 
.sculptor,  Signor  Ghiloni,  made  his  home  in  New 
Orleans,  etc. 

One  of  Mr.  Ghiloni’s  achievements  was  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  an  order  from  a  wealthy  and  prominent  fam¬ 
ily  in  Canada  to  design  a  monument  which  would  fitly 
commemorate  the  death  of  their  son  killed  in  the 
World  War,  and  that  of  his  comrades  in  arms,  of  the 
county  in  which  they  lived — Cumberland  County, 
Nova  Scotia.  It  was  unveiled  with  appropriate  cere¬ 
monies  at  Amherst,  Nova  Scotia,  being  described  as 
“designed  by  the  famous  Italian  sculptor,  Ghiloni,  who 
took  as  his  basic  idea  Colonel  John  McRae’s  immortal 
poem,  ‘In  Flanders  Field,’  and  represents  the  young 
soldier,  stricken,  passing  the  torch  to  his  comrades.” 
This  figure  was  said  to  be  a  striking  likeness  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Leon  Hall  Curry,  whose  parents,  Senator  and 
Mrs.  Curry,  had  erected  it  “in  memory  of  their  son  and 
his  brothers  in  arms  from  Cumberland  County,  who 
gave  their  lives  to  their  country  in  the  great  German 
War,  1914-1918.”  In  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Ghiloni  de¬ 
signed  many  memorials,  prominent  among  which  is  the 
one  for  Tulane  University,  a  bronze  bas-relief  repre¬ 
senting  Alexander  Charles  Hutchinson,  donor  of  the 
fund  for  the  medical  school,  and  his  wife,  in  whose 
memory  the  gift  was  made.  His  first  trip  to  New  Or¬ 
leans  was  a  visit  to  his  wife’s  family  and  he  returned 
there  to  execute  several  private  commissions  and  later 
opened  a  studio  from  which  he  proceeded  to  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  decorating  firm  of  Schwartz-Eustis. 

When  in  New  Orleans  he  was  associated  with  such 
well-known  persons  as  George  Gallup,  John  Lachin, 
Romeo  Selli  and  others,  who  spoke  of  Mr.  Ghiloni  in 
terms  of  highest  admiration,  such  as  “a  great  artist 
and  a  very  fine,  true  gentleman.”  They  told  with  pride 
of  his  success  in  the  north  and  hoped  that  he  would 
some  time  return  to  New  Orleans.  His  wife’s  sister, 
Mrs.  Rodriguez,  who  lived  at  No.  1419  Miro  Street 
in  that  city,  is  the  possessor  of  interesting  bits  of  mod¬ 
eling  in  the  form  of  two  amusing  rows  of  heads. 
Among  his  other  work  there  are  portrait  busts  of  New 
Orleans’  distinguished  citizens  such  as  Miss  Sophie 
Wright,  educator  and  philanthropist,  and  Dr.  Stanford 
Emerson  Chaille,  former  dean  of  Tulane  Medical 
School.  The  original  clay  model  of  Chaille  is  one 
of  the  treasures  of  the  Isaac  Delgado  Museum  of  Art. 

Since  coming  back  to  New  York  Mr.  Ghiloni  has 
continued  to  uphold  his  splendid  reputation  as  a  true 
artist  and  masterly  sculptor  and  his  work  is  admired 
by  critics  as  well  as  appealing  to  the  layman’s  sense 
of  beauty.  He  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
Modelers’  and  Sculptors’  Association  of  America,  and 
his  fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons. 

Mr.  Ghiloni  is  described  as  a  typical  Tuscan  of  the 


tall,  fair  northern  race  in  Italy  which  is  found  in 
Florence  and  neighboring  cities,  as  contrasted  with  the 
darker  and  lesser  sized  countrymen  of  the  South.  It 
was  natural  that  when  he  came  to  New  York  to  re¬ 
side  that  he  should  seek  a  more  open  country,  and  he 
removed  to  Staten  Island  where  at  the  present  time 
his  residence  is  located  at  No.  283  Prescott  Avenue, 
Grant  City. 

Mr.  Ghiloni  married,  June  4,  1898,  in  New  York 
City,  Laura  Catorsi,  daughter  of  Dionisio  and  Aigra 
Catorsi,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  two  children :  Anita,  who  married 
William  Gallo,  and  Aldo,  now  following  in  his  father’s 
profession  as  a  sculptor  of  considerable  talent. 


JENS  V.  PEDERSEN — In  the  development  of 
building  operations  on  Staten  Island,  particularly 
within  the  last  decade,  probably  no  more  significant 
advancement  has  been  made  than  in  the  erection  of  a 
number  of  well  planned  and  finely  modeled  homes  in 
our  pleasant  residential  districts.  As  a  resident  and 
contractor  of  West  New  Brighton,  Jens  V.  Pedersen 
has  contributed  in  large  measure  to  Island  progress, 
especially  as  a  builder  of  homes  at  Grymes  Hill 
Estates,  which  section  is  known  for  its  natural  beauty 
and  as  a  community  ideally  laid  out. 

The  family  of  Pedersen  is  of  Danish  extraction, 
native  to  Hesselager,  Fyen,  Denmark,  where  for  long 
years  representatives  bearing  this  name  were  recog¬ 
nized  as  highly-esteemed  citizens  and  for  the  most 
part  followed  occupations  of  seafaring  men,  agricul¬ 
turists  and  builders.  Andrew  Pedersen,  father  of 
Jens  V.  Pedersen,  was  born  in  this  province,  received 
his  education  here  and  became  a  contractor  and  builder 
by  calling.  In  this  pursuit  he  was  eminently  success¬ 
ful,  having  acquired  a  thorough  preparation  and  labor¬ 
ing  diligently  in  order  to  further  his  business  ends. 
He  specialized  in  the  erection  of  mills  of  all  sizes  and 
types,  but  was  also  well  known  as  a  builder  of  fine 
homes.  In  addition  to  managing  this  establishment,  he 
found  opportunity  to  aid  in  the  administration  of  the 
local  city  government,  holding  from  time  to  time  im¬ 
portant  posts  in  its  service  and  being  respected  as  a 
responsible  and  energetic  citizen.  By  nature  he  was  a 
generous  man,  supporting  movements  of  civic  sig¬ 
nificance  and  deeply  devoted  to  the  care  of  his  home 
and  family. 

Andrew  Pedersen  married  Karen  Treyborg,  also  of 
an  old  Danish  family  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
a  daughter  and  three  sons,  Jens  V.  being  the  eldest 
of  the  sons.  The  elder  Pedersen’s  death  came  in 
March,  1925,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  His  wife,  who 
survives  him,  lives  in  Denmark. 

Jens  V.  Pedersen  was  born  in  Hesselager,  Fyen, 
Denmark,  on  August  6,  1893.  After  obtaining  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city  he 
entered  Svendborg  Technical  School  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  this  institution  in  1912.  He  then  entered  the 
employ  of  his  father,  hoping  to  follow  a  career  as  a 
contractor  much  similar  to  that  of  the  elder  Pedersen. 
Believing  that  not  only  study  and  capable  technical 
preparation  would  enable  him  to  make  appreciable 
progress  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  but  that  travel 
and  wide  experience  would  also  aid  him,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  set  about  to  visit  various  other  places  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country.  He  also  traveled  through  Norway. 

At  length,  after  several  years  of  service  under  the 
supervision  of  his  father,  the  younger  Pedersen,  on 
June  18,  1921,  left  Denmark  and  sailed  to  the  United 
States.  He  was  thus  the  only  member  of  his  family 
to  come  to  this  country  and,  after  arriving  here,  took 
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up  his  residence  on  Staten  Island.  Like  many  others 
who  have  come  to  this  borough  to  live  and  engage  in 
various  business  pursuits,  it  must  be  related  that  Mr. 
Pedersen  had  faith  and  confidence  in  the  development 
of  our  Island.  Shortly  after  coming  here  he  founded 
his  own  business,  now  with  headquarters  at  89  Grand 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton,  and  has  since  engaged 
in  this  undertaking.  Beginning  his  work  on  a  modest 
scale,  he  gradually  increased  both  the  business  itself 
and  the  scope  of  his  activities  on  Staten  Island,  until 
at  the  present  day  he  is  acknowledged  here  as  one  of 
the  leaders  of  his  profession.  Virtually  since  1921  he 
has  erected  large  residences,  apartment  structures  and 
modern  bungalows  and  has  also  been  foremost  in  spe¬ 
cializing  in  the  construction  of  industrial  buildings, 
stores  and  manufacturing  plants. 

Several  homes  in  the  Grymes  Hill  Estates,  one  of 
the  newest  and  most  exclusive  of  residential  develop¬ 
ments,  have  been  constructed  by  him.  The  Randall 
Manor  section  in  West  New  Brighton,  also  considered 
one  of  the  most  attractive  home  districts  within  the 
Island,  likewise  contains  several  dwelling  places 
erected  by  Mr.  Pedersen.  Thoroughness  of  planning 
and  detail,  together  with  painstaking  effort  in  com¬ 
pleting  such  building  undertakings  as  have  been 
placed  in  his  care,  embrace  a  large  part  of  the  general 
program  that  he  has  followed.  Above  all,  accuracy 
and  absolute  conformity  with  formulated  plans  have 
stood  out  preeminently  in  the  works  of  architecture 
that  he  has  created. 

As  befits  a  man  of  his  profession,  Mr.  Pedersen  is 
allied  with  organizations  in  his  special  field  of  en¬ 
deavor  and  on  Staten  Island  is  a  member  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  is  a 
member  of  Vasa  Order  of  Amerika,  Svea,  No.  340, 
and  in  religious  association,  is  of  the  Zion  Lutheran 
Church  of  Port  Richmond. 

Jens  V.  Pedersen  married,  on  August  6,  1924,  Rosie 
Schlegel,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Anna  (Nielsen) 
Schlegel  of  Norway.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons,  both  of  whom  were  born  on  Staten  Island:  I. 
Paul  A.,  born  May  22,  1925.  2.  Carl  V.,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  27,  1928. 


GERARD  F.  FERRE — Of  the  second  generation 
of  his  family  to  reside  on  Staten  Island  and  an  edu¬ 
cator  by  profession,  Gerard  F.  Ferre  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  affairs  which  are  allied  with  his  career 
and  the  subject  of  history  likewise  attracts  his  studious 
attention.  The  ancient  family  which  for  time  im¬ 
memorial  has  borne  his  cognomen  was  seated  in 
France  for  generations,  some  being  among  the  ad¬ 
herents  to  the  Church  of  Rome  while  others  dis¬ 
sented  and  joined  the  Huguenots.  In  either  of  these 
groups,  however,  it  is  of  record  that  their  more 
prominent  members  were  identified  in  intellectual 
sphere  and  in  the  civil  and  military  activities  of  that 
country,  also  others  were  numbered  among  the  best 
craftsmen  of  their  times.  The  name  has  been  vari¬ 
ously  spelled,  but  the  more  usual  designation  has  been 
Ferree,  Ferre  and  Ferry,  the  latter  seemingly  being 
an  English  form.  In  the  different  outposts  of  the 
world  to  which  original  French  progenitors  emi¬ 
grated,  representatives  of  this  family  were  among 
the  early  settlers.  It  is  of  interest  to  state  herein  the 
findings,  through  research,  references  to  several  per¬ 
sons  under  such  title  who  were  located  in  America 
during  Colonial  times.  One  was  Suzanne  Ferre,  the 
wife  of  Isaac  Parcher  of  Saint  Severe,  in  the  pro- 
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vince  of  Berri,  France,  and  their  children  born  in 
England  during  a  period  of  about  1686  were  Hugue¬ 
not  settlers  in  South  Carolina;  another  was  Daniel 
Ferree  who  emigrated  to  New  York  in  1708;  also  a 
Ferre  family  which  originated  in  Normandie  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania  at  least  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago,  and  still  another  was  early  located  in 
Eastern  and  Central  Massachusetts.  Then  there  was  a 
Mary  Ferry  of  Hopewell,  New  Jersey,  who  married 
Samuel  Davis  of  Cumberland,  of  date  1759  and  lastly, 
a  Rev.  William  M.  Ferry,  a  Presbyterian  missionary 
in  Michigan  as  early  as  1822  and  in  1827  he,  as 
minister  at  Mackinaw,  was  one  of  the  five  to  erect 
the  Presbytery  in  Detroit  of  that  State.  In  the  field 
of  science  and  education  numerous  also  are  the  re¬ 
ferences  to  members  of  this  family. 

In  Pennsylvania  one  comes  upon  Solomon  Ferre, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Gerard  F. 
Ferre.  This  ancestor  may  have  descended  from  the 
Normandie  branch  previously  referred  to,  for  it  is 
said  that  he  was  born  in  Philadelphia  and  remained 
in  that  city  during  his  lifetime.  His  wife  was  Sarah 
Anne  Turner,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  George,  Edward,  Isabella,  Josephine, 
Louise,  and  William  T.  Ferre,  of  whom  further. 

William  T.  Ferre  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  ob¬ 
tained  his  education  there  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  shipper.  He  in  time  removed  to  New  York  where 
he  married  Margaret  M.  Jones,  of  County  Roscom¬ 
mon,  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  about  1870. 
Their  only  child  was  George  Francis,  the  father  of 
Gerard  F.  Ferre,  and  of  further  mention. 

George  F.  Ferre  was  born  in  Manhattan  on  July 
5,  1875,  and  received  his  education  in  his  native  city. 
He  was  employed  by  the  publishers  of  the  “Standard 
Dictionary’’  and  the  “Literary  Digest”  until  becoming 
connected  with  the  Police  Department  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  an  association  which  he  retains  at  the 
present  time.  He  entered  the  department  as  a  regular 
recruit  and  after  successive  promotions  to  sergeant, 
lieutenant,  and  captain,  he  was  elevated  to  the  re¬ 
sponsible  position  of  a  deputy  inspectorship.  Inspec¬ 
tor  Ferre  has  served  twenty-eight  years  on  the  force, 
during  which  time  he  has  spent  twenty-seven  years 
in  the  Richmond  Borough  Division,  being  now  as¬ 
signed  to  the  9th  Division,  which  comprises  Richmond 
Borough.  He  is  an  active  member  of  various  organ¬ 
izations  within  his  profession. 

Inspector  Ferre  married,  on  September  23,  I9°3> 
at  New  York  City,  Katherine  M.  Smith,  daughter  of 
R.  Barry  and  Tahmahroo  Wenonah  (Knapp)  Smith. 
The  Ferres  became  parents  of  three  children:  Mar¬ 
got  C.,  George  N.,  and  Gerard  F.,  of  this  review. 

Gerard  F.  Ferre  was  born  January  20,  1905.  at 
Staten  Island.  He  received  his  early  education  at 
Public  School  No.  18,  was  graduated  from  Curtis 
High  School  in  the  class  of  1923  and  next  enrolled 
at  Maxwell  Training  School  for  teachers  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  where  he  was  awarded  his  diploma  in  1925.  Mr. 
Ferre  later  continued  his  studies  at  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Education  and  in  June,  1930,  he 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  The 
profession  of  teaching  has  occupied  his  time  for  the 
past  five  years  and  at  present  he  is  a  member  of 
the  staff  at  Public  School  No.  45,  in  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton.  He  specializes  and  gives  instruction  in  general 
science.  The  Staten  Island  Teachers’  Association  in¬ 
cludes  him  among  its  members  and  in  Boy  Scout 
work  he  is  a  Scoutmaster  of  Troop  19,  West  New 
Brighton.  In  addition  to  these  he  is  a  first  lieuten¬ 
ant  and  battalion  adjutant  in  the  306th  Infantry,  a 
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reserve  regiment  of  the  77th  Division,  United  States 
Army. 

Mr.  Ferre  resides  with  his  parents  at  No.  390 
Oakland  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


MRS.  MARY  E.  (RONCHOVITZ-PROSUH) 
SMARSCH — A  faith  in  one’s  ability  to  grasp  the 
fruits  of  knowledge,  together  with  a  strong  and  abid¬ 
ing  perseverance  in  the  attaining  of  that  goal  in  a 
new  land,  must  bring  a  measure  of  comfort  and 
happiness  when  one  is  reviewing  his  or  her  own 
career.  Such  a  person,  of  sturdy  Austria-Hungarian 
ancestry  and  a  respected  citizenship,  is  represented 
in  the  identity  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Ronchovitz-Prosuh) 
Smarsch,  of  Linoleumville.  She  has  by  her  own 
efforts  became  self-educated,  has  brought  up  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  five  children,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
community  life. 

Mrs.  Smarsch  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  (Moscovitz)  Ronchovitz,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Old  Lublow,  Austria-Hungary.  In 
the  year  1888  the  elder  Ronchovitzes  left  their  native 
land  and  sailed  to  the  United  States  on  the  steamship 
“Fulda”  of  the  Hamburg-American  Line.  They 
brought  with  them  their  two  children,  Mary  E.,  the 
subject  of  this  review,  and  Stephen.  After  a  time  they 
settled  in  Linoleumville,  Staten  Island,  where  John 
Ronchovitz  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer.  In 
this  country  four  more  children  were  born  to  them: 
Josephine,  Joseph,  John,  and  Frank.  Josephine  and 
Joseph  were  twins.  Josephine  subsequently  married 
Stephen  Fliak  of  Linoleumville,  and  Joseph  resides 
there  unmarried.  John  and  Frank  are  of  Linoleum¬ 
ville,  and  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  respectively,  while 
Stephen,  their  elder  brother,  died  in  Linoleumville, 
in  1907,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four.  Mrs.  Smarsch’s 
parents  have  long  since  passed  away. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Ronchovitz-Prosuh)  Smarsch  was 
born  January  14,  1878,  and  received  her  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Old  Lublow,  Austria-Hungary 
and  in  this  country.  Mainly  through  her  own  efforts 
she  has  become  self-educated,  through  special  courses 
taken  here  in  America.  For  a  time  she  assisted  in 
the  duties  and  cares  of  her  parental  home  in  Linoleum¬ 
ville,  and  on  July  2,  1898,  she  married  Joseph  Prosuh, 
a  native  also  of  Old  Lublow,  Austria-Hungary,  and 
a  son  of  John  and  Katherine  (Kachmarsky)  Prosuh. 
Mr.  Prosuh  had  previously  settled  in  Linoleumville 
and  was  the  owner  of  a  successful  hotel  business.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  born  five  children,  all  born 
in  Linoleumville,  where  they  attended  Public  School, 
No.  26.  They  were:  1.  Joseph  B.,  born  August  26, 
1900;  is  now  manager  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Company  store  in  Linoleumville;  he  married  on  June 
23,  1924,  Julia  Glovinsky,  of  this  place,  and  they  have 
two  children.  2.  John  J.,  born  July  4,  1902,  is  an  ac¬ 
complished  musician.  3.  Anna  M.,  born  April  12, 
1904.  4.  Arnold  W.,  born  February  10,  1909.  5. 
Stephen  A.,  born  July  29,  1910.  The  three  last- 
named  children  are  taking  up  the  work  and  study  of 
gardening. 

Mr.  Prosuh  died  on  February  11,  1911,  and  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  (Ronchovitz)  Prosuh  married  (second) 
Charles  F.  Smarsch,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Magdelena 
(Sarnesky)  Smarsch,  whose  early  home  was  in  Aus¬ 
tria-Hungary.  He  had  charge  of  a  force  of  men  at 
the  Wild  Linoleum  Company.  There  are  no  children 
by  the  second  marriage. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Ronchovitz-Prosuh)  Smarsch  is 
profoundly  interested  in  the  well-being  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  she  lives.  She  is  a  participant  in 
the  work  of  various  organizations,  including  the 


Mother’s  Club  of  Public  School,  No.  26,  the  Rosary 
Society  of  St.  Anthony’s  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  American  Red  Cross.  At 
the  time  of  the  World  War  she  was  identified  with 
the  work  of  the  Linoleumville  Chapter  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Red  Cross.  Her  club  affiliations  also  extend 
to  two  patriotic  societies  which  are  doing  a  fine  and 
lasting  service  to  this  country  in  the  teaching  and 
perpetuating  of  a  bond  of  friendship  between  the 
Mother  Country  and  our  own  United  States;  these 
societies  are:  the  Zivena  Club  of  America  and  the 
Slovak  Association  of  America.  She  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars  and  the  Third  Order  of  St.  Francis’ 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mrs.  Smarsch  is  not  only  well  known  among  her 
country-women  in  the  district,  but  has  acquaintances 
in  various  parts  of  the  island.  To  her  family  she  is 
a  fond  and  devoted  mother,  the  happiness  of  her 
children  being  uppermost  in  her  mind.  She  has  tried 
with  success  to  imbue  into  their  minds  the  advan¬ 
tages  and  benefits  to  be  gained  by  them  in  her  adopted 
America.  Music  is  one  of  the  talents  and  diversions 
greatly  enjoyed  by  her  family.  Her  son  John  J.  has 
a  splendid  collection  of  orchestral  instruments. 

Mrs.  Smarsch’s  home  situated  at  No.  11  Glen 
Street,  Linoleumville,  was  formerly  the  old  Leonard 
homestead;  it  is  beautifully  surrounded  by  shrubs, 
flowers,  and  a  fine  lawn  with  a  frontage  of  a  thou¬ 
sand  feet  and  a  depth  of  five  hundred  feet. 


GEORGE  URBAN  MILLER,  D.  D.  S.— Dr. 

Miller  was  born  in  Moscow,  Russia,  May  2,  1900,  the 
son  of  Emil  and  Regina  (Balson)  Miller.  When  he 
was  two  years  of  age  his  family  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  first  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  About 
ten  years  later  a  further  removal  was  made  to  Staten 
Island  where  the  younger  Miller  continued  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  Public  Schools  Nos.  23  and  16,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  1915.  That  year  he  entered  Curtis 
High  School  and  received  his  diploma  in  1919,  as  a 
graduate.  In  the  following  fall  he  matriculated  at 
the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute  after  which  he 
studied  in  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York 
for  a  year.  A  course  in  the  Dental  School  of  Colum¬ 
bia  University  resulted  in  the  bestowal  upon  him  of 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  in  1925,  in 
which  year  he  returned  to  Staten  Island.  He  then 
opened  offices  in  Tompkinsville  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession. 

During  the  World  War  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Students’  Army  Training  Corps.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Columbia  University, 
and  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons. 

He  holds  the  commission  of  first  lieutenant  in  the 
Dental  Reserve  Corps,  United  States  Army. 

Dr.  Miller  was  married,  February  18,  1930,  to 
Betty  Barnett,  daughter  of  the  late  Myer  and  Mrs. 
Lena  (Wigram)  Barnett,  of  Staten  Island. 


FLORIAN  LUDWIG  WALDECK— A  resident 
of  this  country  most  of  his  life,  the  late  Florian  L. 
Waldeck,  after  a  number  of  years  spent  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  returned  East  to  New  York  City  and  in  1912 
became  a  resident  of  Staten  Island.  Here  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  real  estate  business  after  having  been  pre¬ 
viously  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing.  In 
the  comparatively  short  period  of  time  in  which  he 
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was  a  realtor,  he  had  built  up  an  extensive  and  profit¬ 
able  business.  He  was  also  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  South  Shore  of  our  Island. 

Mr.  Waldeck  was  born  at  Frankfort-on  Maine, 
Germany,  February  2,  1867,  a  son  of  Simon  and 
Emma  (Schwartzschild)  Waldeck.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Neuwied-on-the-Rhine,  was  for  many  years 
a  successful  dealer  of  antiques  in  Frankfort.  The  lat¬ 
ter  city  was  the  birthplace  of  the  late  Mr.  Waldeck’s 
mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  Waldeck  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children :  Hugo  and  John,  both  de¬ 
ceased,  were  for  many  years  residents  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  Los  Angeles,  California;  Siegfried,  lives  in 
Germany ;  Herman,  deceased,  resided  also  in  San 
Francisco,  where  he  was  the  head  of  a  large  hide  and 
leather  business;  Elise,  lives  in  Germany;  Florian 
Ludwig,  of  whom  this  review  particularly  relates ;  and 
Gustav,  also  a  resident  of  Germany. 

Florian  L.  Waldeck  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city.  After  his  graduation  from 
the  Frankfort  Gymnasium,  he  became  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Heidelberg.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  went  west¬ 
ward  to  San  Francisco.  After  spending  nine  years  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  he  returned  eastward  to  New  York 
City  and  engaged  there  in  the  manufacture  of  boys’ 
clothing.  After  continuing  this  for  some  years,  he, 
in  1912,  became  a  permanent  resident  of  Staten  Island. 
He  first  made  his  home  at  Prince  Bay,  and  in  1923 
removed  to  New  Dorp,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  until  his  death  on  February  9,  1929. 

About  1924,  Mr.  Waldeck  established  himself  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  St.  George,  with  offices  at  No. 
26  Bay  Street,  St.  George,  the  firm  name  being  that  of 
the  Waldeck-Perry  Realty  Corporation,  of  which  he 
was  president.  He  also  served  as  resident  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Peoples’  Investment  Corporation  of  New 
York.  After  locating  on  the  Island  he  took  an  active 
part  in  civic  and  community  affairs.  He  was  vice¬ 


president  of  the  South  Shore  Protective  Association; 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Richmond  Memo¬ 
rial  Hospital ;  and  served  on  the  membership  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
was  also  identified  with  the  original  Bridge  Celebra¬ 
tion  Committee,  which  advocated  and  sponsored  the 
construction  of  the  Goethals  and  Outerbridge  cross¬ 
ings  to  New  Jersey;  was  affiliated  with  the  local  Flag 
Day  Association  of  which  he  was  chairman  of  its 
prize  committee;  was  a  member  of  the  New  Dorp 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Sesqui-Centennial  Committee.  He,  as  well,  served  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  electrification  of  the  Staten  Island  Railway ; 
was  a  member  of  the  advisory  committee  attached  to 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  acted  as  chairman  of 
the  lapsation  committee.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
founders  and  past  president  of  the  Steuben  Club  of 
Staten  Island,  incorporated;  treasurer  of  David  Rit- 
tenhouse  Unit,  No.  795,  Steuben  Society  of  America; 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  Club;  treasurer  of  New 
Dorp  Council,  No.  1219,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which 
he  was  a  Past  Regent  and  Deputy  Grand  Regent  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  as  well  as  being  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Council  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Waldeck  married,  in  1905,  Mabel  Hallenbake, 
a  native  of  Keyport,  New  Jersey,  but  at  the  time  of 
the  marriage,  she  was  a  resident  of  New  York  City. 
Mrs.  Waldeck  is  of  Dutch  descent  and  a  daughter  of 
Jane  E.  Hallenbake.  Her  mother,  sometime  after  the 
death  of  her  first  husband,  again  married  a  Mr. 
Barker.  Mrs.  Barker  now  makes  her  home  with  Mrs. 
Waldeck.  The  latter  is  a  member  of  the  Second 
Church  of  Christ  Scientist,  of  which  she  is  also  a 
First  Reader.  The  late  Florian  L.  Waldeck  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  two  children :  Robert 
Don,  born  December  16,  1916,  and  Jewel  Ethel,  born 
May  3,  I9I9- 
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*Tribus,  Lucien  Hall,  page  8 — Mr.  Tribus  passed  away  after  his  biography  had  gone  to  press. 

*Avent,  George  M.,  page  75 — Mr.  Avent  is  a  past  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board,  Inc. ; 
and  now  (1931)  is  Deputy  Attorney-General  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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Margaret  L.,  243 
Boyce,  John  A.,  449 
Julia,  449 

Boylan,  Charles  E.,  294,  295 
Charles  E.,  Jr.,  295 
Elizabeth  L.,  293 
Emma,  295 
Frances  B.,  295 
Geraldine,  319 
John  G,  Hon.,  292 
Joseph  A.,  318 
Katherine,  514 
Mary,  318,  514 
Owen,  514 
Patrick,  514 
Patrick  J.,  292,  318 
Rose  A.,  292 
William  E.,  295 
Bradford,  John,  381 
Mary,  381 
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Selina  V.,  381 
William  J.,  381 
William  J.,  Jr.,  381 
Brady,  Alice,  347 
Annie,  347 
James  J.,  346,  347 
James  J.,  Jr.,  347 
John  J.,  347 
John  R.,  347 
Braisted,  Abraham,  407 
Cornelius,  407,  570 
Egbert,  407 
Fannie  J.,  571 
Grace,  408 
John,  407 
John  (2),  407 
John  M.,  407,  408 
John  M.,  Jr.,  408 
Lavina,  407,  570 
Leroy,  571 
Peter,  407 
Peter  (2),  407 
Walter  C.,  571 
Wesley  W.,  408 
William,  407 
William  F.,  571 
William  P.,  570,  571 
Brennan,  Bee,  116 
Daniel  G.,  1x6 
Elizabeth  H.,  116 
William,  116 
Brewer,  Everard  C.,  323 
Brewster,  Altheus,  103 
George  T.,  103 
Lina  A.  G.,  103 
Mary  S.,  103 
Thomas,  103 

Breymann,  Emily  L.,  390 
Olga  M.,  390 
William  H.,  390 
Brick,  Alfred  D.,  321 
Esther,  320 
Frank  R.,  321 
Frank  R.  (2),  321 
John,  320 
John  (2),  320 
Joseph,  320 
Joseph  (2),  320 
Mary  C.,  321 
Samuel  R.,  320 
Samuel  R.  (2),  320 
Samuel  R.  (3),  320,  321 
William  C.,  321 
Bridges,  Elisha  H.,  Dr.,  402 
Fanny,  402 
.  Frederic,  402 
Henry  W.,  Judge,  402 
Jean,  402 
Willson,  402 
Bridgman,  Daniel  L.,  10 
Edward  C.,  9 
Erastus  C.,  9 
Evelyn  T.,  10,  175 
James,  9 

Brinley,  Barbara,  527 
Caroline,  78 
Clarence  C.,  240 
Ethel  M.,  79 
John  N.,  78 
Susan  M.,  240 
Wallis  M.,  79 


Walter  H.,  527 
William  E.,  79 
William  H.,  78 
William  H.,  Jr.,  78 
Britton,  Alexander  H,,  479 
Elizabeth  G.,  480 
Harriet,  479 
Harriet  L.,  480 
Nathaniel,  479 
Nathaniel  L.,  Dr.,  479,  480 
Richard  H.,  480 
William,  479 
Brock,  Arnold  E.,  168 
Frederick  W.,  168 
Mary,  168 
Ruth  C.,  168 
Brodhead,  Charles,  459 
Charles  I.,  458,  460 
Charles  W.,  459 
Charles  W.  (2),  460 
Daniel,  Capt.,  459 
Mary  E.,  458,  460 
Nicholas,  458 
Wessel,  459 
Wessel  (2),  460 
Brodie,  Agnes,  121 
Eleanor  E.,  122 
Henry  T.,  121 
Janet  C.,  122 
Orrin  L.,  121 
Brooks,  Bertha  G.,  392 
Erastus,  392 
Erastus  E.,  392 
James,  392 
Margaret  D.,  392 
Brower,  H.  S.,  68 
John  W.,  68 
Ralph  S.,  68 
Brown,  Abraham,  481 
Abraham  C.,  481 
Alida  E.,  292 
Austin  L.,  147 
Clare  H.,  291 
Clare  H.,  Jr.,  292 
Edward  W.,  414 
Emelyne  D.,  147 
Emily,  481 
Emma  S.,  415 
Fred,  359 
Fred  A.,  359 
George  C.,  480,  481 
George  C.,  Jr.,  482 
Grace,  360 
Helen  M.,  482 
Lawrence  V.,  147 
Leonore  C.,  415 
Madeline  C.,  482 
Mary  A.,  291 
Mary  E.,  359 
Matilda,  147 
Philip  J.,  291 
Philip  J.  (2),  292 
Robert,  147 
Stephen,  4x5 
Susie  E.,  482 
Thomas  C.,  Hon.,  147 
Thomas  C.,  Jr.,  147 
Tunis,  481 
Vernon  H.,  415 
William  W.,  360 
Brubaker,  Arthur,  102 


Harriet,  102 
John  H.,  102 
Joseph,  102 

Buckbee,  Henry  H.,  251 
Buegler,  Alexander,  568 
Alexander  (2),  568 
Apolina,  568 
Caroline,  568 
Caroline  C.,  568 
Joseph,  568 
Joseph  (2),  568 
Thekla,  568 

Bugbird,  Herbert  C.,  33 
Mary  A.,  33 

Buhl,  Albert  K.,  123,  124 
Anton  M.,  123 
Caroline  W.,  124 
Henrietta,  123 
Bunge,  Clara  L.,  530 
Frank,  529 
Henrietta,  529 
Herman,  529 
Bunn,  Alma  C.,  101 
Amy  S.,  100 
Edward,  100 
Frederick  A.,  100 
John,  100 
Matthew,  100 
Miles,  100 

Petronella  van  der  L.,  101 
Walter  H.,  100 
Willis  E.,  100 
Burbank,  Abraham,  518 
Abram  L.,  519 
John,  518 
Maria,  518 
Mary  F.,  518 
Mary  R.,  530 
Peter,  518 
Peter  (2),  518 
Stephen,  530 
Thomas,  518 

Burgher  (Borger- Burger),  David, 
352 

John  S.,  351,  352 
Joris,  351 
Mary  E.,  352 
Nicholas,  Col.,  352 
Phoebe,  352 
Stephen  K.,  352 
Burke,  Helen,  345 
Ida  M.,  345 
James,  344 
James,  Jr.,  344,  345 
Mary,  344 
Burrill,  Annie,  246 
Clara  M..  247 
George  E.,  246 
Gerald  F.,  247 
William  G.,  246 

Burrows,  Janice  (Mrs.  Carl  W.), 
349 

Butcher,  Emma,  421 
William,  421 
Butler,  Adelaide,  376 
Alfred  A.,  477 
Alice  J.,  376 
Alletta,  10 
Anthony,  10 
Anthony  (2),  10 
Catherine,  224 
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Daniel,  224 
Daniel  (2),  224 
Daniel  (3),  224 
Elmer  T.,  10,  11 
Harry,  223,  224 
James,  223 
John,  223 
Katharine  E.,  477 
Mary,  556 
Mary  E.,  376 
Mary  J.,  11,  376 
Richard,  376 
Ruth.B.,  376 
Tanzem,  224 
Thomas  D.,  376 
William,  376 

Cairney,  Eleanor  T.,  443 
Helen,  443 
Mary,  443 
William,  443 
William  (2),  443 

Callahan,  Agatha  V.,  402 
Charles  C.,  402 
Eugene  J.,  Dr.,  402 
Eugene  J.,  Jr.,  402 
John,  402 
John  R.,  402 
Katherine,  402 
Sylvester  W.,  402 

Callan,  Catherine  C.,  332 
Curtis  G.,  332 
Lester  L.,  332 
Lester  L.  (2),  332 
Margaret,  332 
Thomas,  332 

Cameron,  Carolyn  A.,  67 
Carolyn  L.,  68 
Eleanor,  68 
Elizabeth  H.,  67 
John,  67 
John  M.,  67 
Malcolm  J.,  67 
Marion  L.,  68 
William,  67 
William,  Rev.,  67 

Cannon,  Alida,  193 
Andrew,  192 
Andrew  (2),  192 
Charles  D.  B.,  193 
Clarence  W..  193 
David,  192 
Peter  L.,  192,  193 
Rachel,  192 

Carlson,  Inga,  531 
Oscar,  531 

Carstang,  Edythe,  328 
Joseph  B.,  327 
Joseph  D.,  326,  327 
Margaret,  327 

Casey,  Augustine  B.,  303 
Edith,  302 
George  D.,  303 
Mary  A.,  303 
William  C.,  302 
William  C.,  Jr.,  303 
William  C.,  Judge,  302 

Cattermole,  Catherine,  325 
Helen  A.,  326 
Henry  K.,  326 
Henry  M.,  Capt.,  325 


Martha,  326 
Thomas,  325 
Cawse,  Alfred  J.,  87 
Alfred  J.,  Jr.,  88 
Emma  J.,  87 
James,  87 
Mabel  J.,  88 
Cerreta,  Jane,  244 
Ralph,  244 
Thaddeus,  244 
Chapman,  Albert  G.,  139 
Albert  L.,  141 
Clark,  Dr.,  139 
Helen,  139 
Lucie  E.,  140 
Newton  D.,  Dr.,  139 
Newton  D.,  Jr.,  141 
Samuel,  139 
Chase,  Arthur  G.,  568 
Louisa,  568 
Matthew  H.,  567 
Rachel,  567 
William  H.,  567 
William  P.,  568 
Christian,  Albert  L.,  152 
Elmer  O.,  151 
Elmer  O.  (2),  152 
George  O.,  151 
Hertha,  152 
Josephine,  151 
Kenneth  G.,  152 
Muriel  H.,  152 
Christie,  Catherine,  487 
William  B.,  487 
Church  of  the  Ascension,  34 
Cisco,  George  H.,  100 
John  A.,  100 
John  J.,  100 
Mary  A.,  100 
Sarah  C.,  100 

Clark  (Clarke),  Abbie,  197 
Abijah  C.,  58 
Alice  M.,  22 
Ann  B.,  197,  198 
Appleton  L.,  193 
Blanche  R.,  198 
Crosby  R.,  195 
Cyril,  59 
David,  196 
Delazon  W.,  57,  58 
Delazon  W.,  Rev.,  58 
Elizabeth,  58 

Ephraim,  Dr.,  196,  197,  198 
Ephraim,  Maj.,  196,  197 
Frances  V.  M.  W.,  388 
Frank  E.,  70 

Frederick  E.,  Dr.,  196,  198 

Gertrude,  388 

Grace,  483 

Grace  E.,  59 

Grace  W.,  194 

Harold^.,  483 

Harriett,  200 

Hugh,  464 

Irene  M.,  70,  71 

James,  387 

James  (2),  388 

James  G.,  199 

James  G.  (J.  Guyon),  199 

James  G.,  Dr.,  196,  198 

James  H.,  415 


James  J.,  387 
John  T.,  415 
Joseph,  196 
Joseph  R.,  199 
Joshua,  196 
Kate  W.,  199 
Lester  M.,  69,  70 
Lester  W.  (2),  70 
Lester  W.,  Hon.,  69,  71 
Luzena,  58 
Mae  L.,  199 
Maria  I.,  69,  71 
Maria  T.,  198 
Marie  E.,  193 

Mary,  70,  387,  388,  415,  464 

Mary  C.,  415 

Myron,  58 

Richard,  196 

Richard  (2),  196 

Richard  (3),  196 

Thomas,  70 

Thomas  (2),  70 

Thomas  R.,  193 

Walter  D.,  22 

William  M.,  198 

Clason,  Constance,  461 
Hans,  461 

Cohen,  Emanuel,  541 
Ida,  534 
Jacob,  541 
Paul  T.,  Dr.,  534 
Rosabella,  541 
William,  534 

Cohn,  Bessie,  545 
Elsie  C.,  545 
Jacob,  545 
Samuel,  Dr.,  545 

Cole  (Cool-Kool),  Abraham,  172, 
182,  200,  323 

Abraham  (2),  172,  182,  323 

Abraham  (4),  182 

Abraham,  Jr.,  182 

Abraham,  Capt.,  172 

Abram,  13,  15,  200 

Abram  (2),  15,  200 

Abram  (3),  15 

Abram  (4),  14,  15 

Annie,  172 

Blanche,  15,  200 

Charles  P.,  182,  183 

Charles  P.,  Jr.,  183 

Chester,  15 

Chester  A.,  200 

Chester  A.,  Jr.,  200 

Clarice  J.,  173 

Cornelius,  172 

Cornelius  D.,  183 

Cornelius  L.,  13,  15,  171,  182 

Edith  M.,  183 

Estelle,  16 

George,  323 

George  A.,  173 

George  H.,  Jr.,  323,  324 

George  H.,  Sr.,  323 

George  W.,  172 

George  W.  (2),  171,  173 

Helene  E.,  324 

Isaac,  15,  172,  182,  200 

Isaac  (2),  172,  182 

Isaac  (3),  172 

Isaac  W.,  172 
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Lambert  C.,  172,  182 
Ralph  M.,  15 
Raymond  A.,  173 
Sarah  J.,  172 
Sarah  M.,  172 
Susan  H.,  324 
Vida,  200 

Coleman,  David,  Dr.,  64,  142 
David  F.,  64,  142 
Elizabeth  B.,  64 
Grace,  143 
Mary,  64,  142 
Timothy,  64 

Collins,  Charlotte  A.,  278 
Florence,  278 
Gerald  C.,  278 
John  I.,  278 
Matilda,  277,  278 
Comins,  Algernon  B.,  353 
Charles  W.,  353 
Harriett,  353 
Mary  L.,  353 
Conklin,  Ada,  493 
Emerson  M.,  493 
Harriet,  493 
Hiram,  492 
Hiram  M.,  492 
Huldah  S.,  494 
Leonola  P.,  494 
Letitia,  492 
Roscoe  W.,  494 
Wessels  P.,  492 
Willard,  493 
Connell,  Edward  S.,  279 
Irene,  279 
James  F.,  278 
James  F.  (2),  278 
James  F.  (3),  279 
Susan,  278 

Sylvia  (Mrs.  Frank),  550 
Connery,  Charlotte,  575 
Dennis,  575 
Hannah,  575 
John  F.,  575 
Thomas  A.,  575 

Conway,  Ila  (Mrs.  Henry  A.),  349 
May,  345 

Robert  E.,  Dr.,  345 
Cook,  Fred  H.,  519 
Lillian,  519 
Corbett,  Mary,  66 
William  W.,  Judge,  66 
Corley,  Patrick,  124 
Rose,  124 

William  F.,  Rev.,  124 
Corson,  Abraham,  232 
Arthur  E.,  320 
Cornelius,  232 
Daniel,  232 
Edward  E.,  319 
Ella  M.,  233 
Ellen  E.,  233 
John  W.,  319 
Joshua  D.,  Capt.,  231,  232 
Kohler,  233 
Mary,  319 
Nicholas,  320 
Rebecca,  232 
Richard,  232 
Sarah  E.,  319 
William  M.,  233 


Cortelyou  (Cortelleau),  Aaron,  554 
Aaron,  Col.,  210 
Burton,  555 
Charles  M.,  21 1 
David  H.,  Jr.,  211 
David  H.,  Maj.,  210 
Eliza  J.,  555 
Elizabeth,  210 
Frederick  W.,  555 
Garrett  E.,  555 
Helen,  212 
Jacob,  554 
Jacques,  210,  554 
Jacques  (2),  554 
John  M.,  554 
Lawrence,  210 
Mary  L.,  21 1 
May  J.,  554 
Peter,  210,  554 
Stephen  C.,  210 
Cosgrove,  Elizabeth,  120,  234 
Jane  V.,  121 
John  A.,  234 
John  M.,  120 
Julia,  234 
Thomas,  234 
Thomas  F.,  Hon.,  120 
Cott,  Chester  C.,  Dr.,  447 
Delancey  G.,  447 
Delzon  N.,  Dr.,  447 
Eliza,  447 

George  F.,  Dr.,  447 
Grace  M.,  447 
Cotton,  Eleanor,  240 
F.  J.,  240 

Couden,  Agnes  H.,  435 
Elliott,  435 

Coursen  (Corson),  Cornelius,  418 
Cornelius  (2),  419 
Cornelius  (3),  419 
Cornelius  (4),  419 
Cornelius  (5),  419 
Cornelius  (6),  419 
Cornelius  (7),  419 
Peter,  418 
Richard,  419 
Crabtree,  James,  551 
Cranch,  Nancy,  392 
William,  Hon.,  392 
Crane,  James  C.,  380 
John  G,  380 
Kathryn,  381 
Margaret  V.,  380 
Crawford,  Catherine,  477 
John,  477 
John  (2),  477 
Cregan,  Dennis  J.,  362 
Erna  H.,  362 
Crocheron,  Anthony,  299 
Elizabeth  F.,  299 
Irving  G.,  298,  299 
John,  298 
John  H.,  299 
Mehala  S.,  299 
Nathan,  299 
Nicholas,  299 

Cromwell,  George,  Hon.,  4 
Henry  B.,  4 
Hermine,  5 
Sarah,  4 

Cropsey,  Elizabeth,  72 


Elizabeth  C.,  73 
Harmon  B.,  72,  73 
Harmon  B.,  Lieut.,  72 
Jacob  R.,  72 
Jane,  73 
Jasper,  72 
Jasper  (2),  72 
Joost,  72 
Laura  K.,  73 
Maria,  72 

Cummings,  Edna,  280 
Julia,  279 
Thomas,  279 
Thomas  (2),  279 
Thomas  E.,  280 
Thomas  J.,  279 
William,  280 

Curtis,  Amelia  M.,  380 
Angeline  S.,  457 
Edith,  380 
Grace  M.,  380 
John  W.,  380 
Robert,  380 
Thomas  O.,  380 
William  J.,  457 
William  T.,  380 

Cutter,  Bertha  C.,  277 
Hugo,  277 
Hugo,  Jr.,  277 
Mary  J.,  277 
Shirley  J.,  277 
Wykoff,  277 

Cutting,  Alfred,  322 
Catherine,  322 
Clarence  E.,  322 
Pamelia,  322 
Robert,  321 
Stephen  E.,  322 
Virginia,  322 
William  W.,  321,  322 

De  Hart,  Ann,  374 
Elizabeth,  373 
Matthias,  Jr.,  373 
Matthias,  Sr.,  373 
May  L.,  374 
Samuel,  Capt.,  373 
Viola,  374 

de  MaCarty,  Armand  H.  B.,  71 
.  Charmes  C.,  71 
Daniel,  71 
Jean  B.,  71 
Jean  B.  B.,  71 
Jean  J.,  71 
Matilda  W.,  71 
Theodore,  71 

De  Nyse  (Denyse-Nyssen),  Anna 

E.,  409 

Denys,  409 
Denyse  D.,  409 
Dionys,  408 
Elizabeth,  527 
Franklin  V.,  409 
Herman  F.,  Capt.,  408,  409 
J.  Beekman,  527 
Jacques,  408,  409 
Marion  E.,  409 
Mortimer,  409 
Teunis,  408 

de  Palma  (Palma),  David  F.,  145 
J.  Andrea,  143,  144 
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John  W.,  145 
Joseph  A.,  144 
Joseph  A.,  Jr.,  145 
Margaret  D.,  144 
Maria  R.,  144 
Marie  J.,  145 
Pasquale,  144 
De  Pew,  Analaska,  97 
James  H.,  97 
Louise,  96,  97 
William  H.,  97 
De  Puy,  Kenneth,  424 
Margaret,  424 
Di  Naples,  Agnes,  540 
Elaine,  540 
Mauro,  540 
Raffael,  540 
Rose  V.,  540 

Du  Bois,  Anna  G.,  392,  394 
Arthur,  393,  394 
Cornelius,  393 
Cornelius,  Jr.,  393 
Eugene,  393 
Helen,  394 
Jacques,  393 
John  D.,  394 
Jonathan,  393 
Marion  S.,  394 
Nancy  G.,  394 
Peter,  393 
Peter  (2),  393 

Du  Puy  (De  Pui),  Barent,  553 
Barent,  Jr.,  553 
Barnet  F.,  553 
Barnet  N.,  553 
Geraldine  C.,  553 
Gilbert  L.,  553 
John,  553 
Mary,  554 
Mary  J.,  553 
Nicholas,  553 
Nicholas  C.,  553 
Victor  S.,  553 
Daly,  Emily,  550 
George  J.,  549 
Mary,  549 
Patrick,  549 
Dansky,  Albert,  237 
Gertrude,  237 
Max,  237 
Morris,  237 
Rose,  237 
Samuel,  236,  237 
Davidson,  Harriett,  43 
James,  43 
James  H.,  44 
James  H.,  Jr.,  45 
Julia  M.,  45 
Mary  J.,  44 
S.  Frances,  45 
William  J.,  43 
Davis,  Abigail,  141 
Adams  C.,  141 
Bertha  M.,  63 
Charles  L.,  389 
Elizabeth,  62 
Florence  C.,  389 
George  B.,  62 
j  Henry  C.,  388 
Henry  C.,  Jr.,  389 


Samuel,  141 
William  T.,  61,  62 
Decker  (de  Decker),  Abram  I.,  356 
Alfred  S.,  355,  356 
Benjamin,  86 
Benjamin  (2),  87 
Benjamin  G.,  86 
Caroline,  355 
David  L.,  87 
Edmund  G,  356 
Edmund  I.,  356 
Eleanor  A.,  87 
Ellen  M.,  356 
Emma  J.,  356 
Frances  J.,  446 
Gerrit  J.,  86 
Harold  K.,  356 
Jacob  G.,  86 
Jans  B.,  86 
Johannus,  354 
John,  445 
John  A.,  355 
John  A.  (2),  355 
John  B.,  87 
John  M..  354 
John  R.,  445 
Joseph  M.,  409 
Karl  V.  N.,  446 
Kate,  87 

Lester  V.  N.,  445,  446 
Marion  H.,  409 
Martha  T.,  446 
Matthias  (Mattheus),  354 
Melvin  L.,  86,  87 
Ralph  V.  R.,  356 
Sara  L.,  446 
Sarah  D.,  355 
Sarah  J.,  356 
Simon  V.  N.,  445 
William  E.,  354,  355 
William  O.,  355 
Dejonge,  Alice,  475 
Anna,  475 
Arthur,  475 
Celestine,  474 
Charles  E.,  357 
Julius,  474 
Louis,  474 
Louis  W.,  474 
,  Mathilda,  357 

Denker,  Dietrick,  270 
Sophie,  270 
Denkler,  Ernst,  344 
Louisa,  344 
Dennis,  Andrew,  547 
Jenny  S.,  547 
Deschaux,  John  J.,  187 
Margaret  J.,  187 
Detjens,  Anna.  190 
Else,  190 
Johann,  190 
John,  190 
John,  Jr.,  190 
Devlin,  Anna  F.,  572 
Anna  T.,  571 
Eugene,  516 
Eugene,  Jr.,  572 
Eugene  S.,  571 
John  F.,  571 
John  F.  (2),  572 
Katherine,  516 


Dickson,  Ida,  573 
James,  573 
Diem,  Eva,  547 
William  E.,  547 
William  E.,  Jr.,  Dr.,  547 
Disosway  (du  Sauchoy),  Diana, 
107 

Gabriel  P.,  106,  107 
Gabriel  P.,  107 
Israel,  107 
Israel,  107 
Lucy  L.,  107 
Mabel  E.,  108 
Marc,  106 
Marcus,  106 
Mark,  107 
Mills  R.,  107 
Dodge,  Martha,  554 
William  J.,  554 

Dolson  (Van  Dalsen),  Edith  E., 
350 

George,  350 
George  K.,  350 
Hackaliah  P.,  350 
Hester,  350 
Hovenden,  350 
Jacob,  350 
James,  350 
Jan  G.,  Capt.,  349 
John,  350 

Samuel  D.,  349,  350 
Teunis,  350 
Teunis  (2),  350 
Teunis  (3),  350 
Donnelly,  Eliza,  195 
Herbert  J.,  196 
John,  195 
Mary,  195 
Michael,  195 
Regina  A.,  195,  196 
Thomas  W.,  196 
Vincent  S.,  196 
Donovan,  Dennis,  230 
Florence,  183 
Florence  T.,  Dr.,  183,  184 
Jeannette  C.,  184 
John  E.,  230 
Julia,  230 
Katherine,  230 
Mary  C.,  184 
Raymond  J.,  184 
Timothy  F.,  Prof.,  183 
Dowd,  Fannie  W.,  153 
John  E.,  153 
Downing,  Ann,  47 
Clarisse  S.,  47 
George  A.,  47 
George  H.,  46,  47 
Magdeline,  47 
Paul  H.,  47 
Paul  M.,  47 
William,  47 

Doyle,  Rose  T.  (Mrs.  Alfred  L), 

144 

Drach,  Florence  S.,  442 
John,  441 
John,  Jr.,  441 
John  P.,  441 
Pauline,  441 
Theodore  E.,  442 
Theodore  J.,  441 
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Draper,  Eleanor^  136 
Eleanor  W.,  136 
George  E.,  136 
John,  136 
Lillian  L.,  136 
Richard,  136 
Dreyfus,  Berta  E.,  7 
Charles  H.,  436 
John,  436 
Louis  A.,  Dr.,  7 
Marks,  7 
Pauline,  436 
Rosetta,  7 

Driscoll,  Arthur  S.,  Dr.,  334 
Lillie  G,  334 
Drummond,  John,  575 
Duff,  Arthur  V.,  25 
Arthur  V.,  Jr.,  25 
Muriel  E.,  25 
Dullea,  Charles  B.,  168 
Hannah,  168 
Maurice,  168 
Dunn,  Daphne,  221 
Minnie,  221 
Patrick,  221 
Perry  J.,  Jr.,  221 
Perry  J.,  Sr.,  221 
Sarah  R.,  221 
Dunne,  Agnes  M.,  291 
Leon  G.,  291 
Thomas  J.,  291 
Durkee,  Charles  D.,  404 
Charles  H.,  405 
Charlotte  H.,  405 
Emily  F.,  405 
Hannah,  404 
Jasper,  405 
John  S.,  404 
Sydney  R.,  405 
Dury,  Emily  D.,  81,  82 
Frances  E.,  82 
Louis  C.,  82 
Louis  G.,  82 
Dymott,  Amelia,  508 
Charles  W.,  508 
Charles  W.,  Jr.,  508 
Lawrence  S.  J.,  508 
Mabel  D.,  508 
Mavis  S.,  508 
Samuel  G.,  508 

Eadie,  Alice,  276 
Alice  H.,  96 
Bertram  G.,  95,  96 
Douglas  H.,  152 
Eliza  D.,  152 
Eloise  G.,  153 
Ethel  M.,  96 
Henry  C.,  152 
Hilda,  277 
John,  95 
John  H.,  95,  276 
John  H.  (2),  96 
Leslie  B.,  276,  277 
Leslie  B.,  Jr.,  277 
Margaret,  152 
William  H.,  Dr.,  152 
Eagleson,  Elizabeth,  324 
William  A.,  324 
William  G.,  324 


Eagon,  Andrew  M.,  Dr.,  405,  406 
Deborah,  405 
John  S.,  405 
Lena,  406 

Lena  (Mrs.  Andrew  M.),  528 
Eaton,  Charles  W.,  71 
Jonas,  71 

Eccarius,  Bernhard,  262 
Helmut,  263 
John,  262 
Katarina,  262 
Mathilda,  263 
Eccleston,  John,  317 
John  C.,  Rev.,  317 
Mary  L.,  317 
Eckhardt,  Elizabeth,  340 
George  P.,  340 
Henry,  339 
Katherina,  339 
Philip,  339,  340 
Rudolph,  340 
Eddy,  Edith,  364 
Emma  G.,  364 
George,  364 
Guyon  R.,  364 
James  B.,  364 
Egan,  Catherine,  136 
Cornelius,  136 
George  C.,  Rev.,  135,  136 
Egbert,  Edith,  484 
Ella  L.,  483 

George  L.,  482,  483,  538 

John,  483 

John  W.,  538 

John  W.  (2),  538 

Mary  A.,  483 

Olive,  484 

Rae  L.,  484 

Sarah,  538 

William,  483 

Ehlers,  Louise  (Mrs.  C.  H.),  501 
Einziger,  William,  528 
Elfers,  Henry  C.,  Lieut.,  261 
Jacob  D.,  261 
Johanna  M.,  261 
Mineola,  262 
Ellis,  Abraham,  20,  21 
Alice,  21 
Cornelius,  20 
Frank  S.,  21 
Garret,  20 
George  W.,  21 
I.  C.  E.,  205 
Isaac  C.,  430 
James  M.,  21 
Lester  L.,  204,  205 
Mary,  20 
Michael,  205 
Rachel,  205,  430 
Sebastian,  20 
Sebastian  (2),  21 
Elmore,  Alfred  W.,  261 
Catherine  A.,  261 
Joseph  B.,  261 
Joseph  W.,  260,  261 
Elms,  Daniel,  307 
Ebenezer,  307 
Edward,  307 
Emma  J.,  307 
Rebecca,  307 


Engelbride,  Moris,  550 
Sylvia,  550 

Ettlinger,  Frederick,  Jr.,  293 
Frederick  V.,  293 
Lillie  H.,  293 
Louis,  293 
Evans,  Jane,  90 
William  C.,  90 

Fagan,  Emma,  536 
Ernest  H.,  536 
Evelyn  B.,  537 
Glen,  537 
James  C.,  535 
James  I.,  535,  536 
Mary,  535 
Walter  A.,  536 
Fair,  George,  170 
Hope  L.,  170 
William,  170 
William  A.,  170 
Farrell,  Elizabeth,  224 
Harry  S.,  224 
Harry  S.  (2),  224 
Marion  V.,  224 
Robert  S.  (3),  225 
Fastenrath,  Caroline,  222 
Emily,  222 
Karl,  222 
Theodore,  222 
Faye,  Anna  B.,  437 
Clarence  W.,  437 
Edith  M.,  437 
Hans  H.,  437 
Helen  S.,  437 
Henry  G.,  437 
Katie  L.,  437 
Feil,  Elise,  425 
Leopold,  425 
Leopold  (2),  425 
Marie,  426 
Feist,  Emelie,  331 
Emil  F.,  331 
J.  August,  331 
Karl,  331 

Feldman,  August,  54 
Barbara,  54 
Daniel  D.,  Dr.,  54 
Nellie,  55 

Felkner,  Effie  L.,  489 
Homer  W.,  489 
Fenlon,  Augustina,  563 
Edward,  563 
Ferguson,  James,  104 
Mary  J.,  104 
Robert,  104 

Ferrari,  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  P.  R.),  144 
Ferre  (Ferry),  Albert,  93 
Albert  E.,  92 
Cecilia,  93 
Charles,  91 
Edith,  93 
George  F.,  577 
Gerard  F.,  577 
Gershom,  92 
Gershom,  Jr.,  92 
Gertrude  I.,  94 
Joseph  B.,  91,  93 
Katherine  M.,  577 
Robert  G.,  94 
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Solomon,  577 
William,  92 
William,  Jr.,  92 
William  T.,  577 
Ferris,  James  F.,  Rev.,  148 
Johanna,  148 
John  M.,  148 
Fetherston,  Catharine,  in 
Charles  E.,  in,  158 
Charles  E.,  Jr.,  159 
Eleanor  M.,  112 
George  W.,  159 
Harry  A.,  in 
John  J.,  no,  in,  158 
John  T.,  in 
Joseph  A.,  in 
Louisita,  in 
Mary  T.,  159 
Richard,  159 
Thomas,  no 
William  T.,  Hon.,  in 
Ficken,  Beatrice  L.,  473 
Frances,  473 
Martin  C.,  473 
Richard  S.,  473 
Finley,  Eleanor  S.,  240 
Margaret,  239 
Michael,  239 
William  J.,  239 
Fischer,  Henry,  439 
Louise  V.,  440 
Mary  A.,  439 
Theodore  H.,  439 
Theodore  H.  (2),  440 
Fischer-Benson,  Agathe,  439 
Harald  C.,  439 
Heinrich,  439 
Fischman,  Beatrice,  572 
Joseph,  572 
Fisher,  Anna,  289 
George,  289 
Mary  A.,  289 
William,  289 
William  J.,  289 
Fitzrandolph,  Corliss,  60 
Edward,.  60 
Esle,  Dr.,  60 
Franklin,  60 
Franklin  (2),  60 
Jeptha,  60 
Jonathan,  60 
Jonathan  (2),  60 
Lucy,  60 
Mary  E.,  60 
Samuel,  60 
Thomas,  60 
William,  Col.,  60 
Foggin,  Franklin  V.,  53 
Georgia  H.,  53 
Gladys  E.,  53 
Mary  J.,  52 
Nellie,  52 

T.  Franklin  (Frank),  51,  52 
Thomas,  51 
Foley,  Catherine,  413 
Michael,  413 

Fox  (Fuchs),  Florence  G.  S.,  259 
Herman,  259 
Louise,  259 
William  T.,  259 


Frank,  Florence  E.,  275 
Herbert,  275 

Franzreb,  Alida  W.,  348 
Amelia,  348 
Catherine,  347 
Emily  E.,  347 
George  W.,  347 
Henry,  347,  348 
Henry  C.,  347,  348 
Henry  W.,  348 
John,  347 
John  (2),  347 
John  E.,  347 
Reinhardt  H.,  347 

Frederichs,  Bertha  J.,  148 
Carl,  147 
Clara  L.,  148 
Herbert,  148 
John  F.,  147 
Mary  L.,  148 
Tine,  147 
Walter,  148 

Fredericks,  Charlotte,  534 
Fred,  533 
Fred  (3),  534 
Fred,  Jr.,  533,  534 
Rose,  534 
Thomas,  534 
Young,  534 

Freese,  Mae  (Mrs.  William  H.), 
523 

Friedel,  Adolph,  no 
Arthur,  no 
Esther,  no 
Herman,  Dr.,  no 
Rose,  no 

Fritsche,  Elise,  165 
Felix,  165 
Felix  (2),  165 
Felix  G.,  164,  165 

Frohlin,  Albert,  531 
Alfred,  530,  531 
Andrew,  530 
Elizabeth,  531 
Jennie,  531 
Mary,  531 
Matilda,  531 
Olivia,  531 
Peter,  531 
Robert  A.,  531 

Fucini,  Enrico,  260 
Joseph  J.,  260 
Madalena  M.,  260 
Narcisa,  260 
Santi,  260 
Santi  J.,  260 

Fullerton,  Essen  A.,  Lieut.,  28 
Marie  A.,  28 

Funck,  Adrian  G.,  410 
Agnes,  410 
Joseph,  409 

Funk  (Funck),  Barbara,  177 
Benjamin  F.,  176,  178 
Charles  E.,  179 
Cynthia  E.,  178 
Elizabeth,  178 
Henry,  177 
Henry  (2),  177 
John,  177 
John  A.,  178 


Merton  L.,  178 
Rudolph,  177 
Walter  A.,  178 
Furlong,  Agnes,  533 
Alice,  532 
James,  532 
James  (2),  533 
James  M.,  532 
John  R.,  532 
Joseph,  533 
William,  533 

Galloway,  Charles  S.,  115 
Elizabeth  A.,  114,  115 
Emma  J.,  115 
John,  115 
Zacharia  D.,  115 
Gannon,  Bernard  M.,  413 
Frances,  413 
Frank  S.  (3),  413 
Frank  S.,  Hon.,  41 1,  412 
Frank  S.,  Sr.,  411 
John,  41 1 
Marietta,  412 
Ganss,  Bernhardt,  424 
Edith,  425 
Edna,  424 
Edward  K.,  424 
Jacob  J.,  Rev.  Dr.,  424 
Lillian  E.,  424 
Margaret,  424 
Garcia,  Alvaro,  117 
Alvaro  M.,  117 
Antonio,  117 
Marie,  117 

Gardiner,  Elizabeth,  542 
Robert,  542 
Gardner,  Austin,  50 
Daniel,  50 
Daniel,  Jr.,  50 
Eleanor,  51 
Eliza,  50 
Elizabeth,  51 
George,  Lieut.,  50 
Hezekiah  R.,  Capt.,  50 
John,  50 
John,  Capt.,  50 
Robert  W.,  50 
Samuel,  50 
Thomas,  50 

Garibaldi,  Anthony,  370 
Anthony  (2),  371 
Charles,  370 
Louis,  371 
Rose,  371 
Theresa,  370 
Garzetta,  Lucia,  534 
Peter  A.,  534 
Saverio  F.,  534 
Gates,  Ellenore,  3 68 
M.  B.,  368 
Gay,  Ebenezer,  466 
Ebenezer,  Rev.,  466 
Elizabeth  J.,  468 
John,  466 
Martin,  4 66 
Martin  (2),  468 
Mary  A.,  466,  467 
Nathaniel,  466 
Sydney  H.,  466,  467 
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Gerber,  Rose,  488 
Stephen,  488 
Gerlach,  Adolph,  566 
Dorothy,  566 
Ghiloni,  Aldo,  576 
Laura,  576 
Pietro  G.,  575 
Gianna,  Edward,  536 
Evelyn,  536 
Gibbs,  Amelia  R.,  155 
Frederick  R.,  155 
Harry  E.,  155 
Harry  E.,  Sr.,  155 
Harry  F.,  155 
Gibson,  Agnes,  386 
Edward,  386 
Sarah  C.,  386 
William  T.,  386 
Gilfillan,  Amy,  387 
Ann,  387 
James,  228 
James  (2),  228 
Jane,  228 
John,  387 
John  (2),  387 
Josephine,  387 
Louise,  229 
Thomas,  387 
Thomas  (2),  387 
Thomas  M.,  387 
Walter,  229 
William,  229,  387 
Gleason,  Edwin,  185 
Edwin  S.,  184,  185 
John,  184 
Mary  C.,  185 
Rhody,  184 
Sarah,  184 
Glen,  Donald,  546 
Greta  M.,  547 
Janet,  546 
John,  546 
Margaret,  547 
Robert,  546 
Golder,  Archibald,  88 
Archibald,  Capt.,  88 
Catherine  V.,  90 
John  J.,  88 
Margaret  D.,  90 
Margaret  S.,  89 
Robert  H.  (R.  Henry), 
89,  90 

Goldman,  Albert,  462 
Ephraim,  462 
Theresa,  462 

Goldsmith,  Josephine,  546 
Louis,  546 
Goller,  John,  221 
John  J.,  Dr.,  221 
Katherine,  221 
May,  222 

Goodenow  (Goodenough), 

(2),  469 

Daniel,  Hon.,  469 
David,  469 
John,  469 
Rebecca,  469 
Samuel,  469 
Samuel  (2),  469 
Sarah  A.,  469 
Thomas,  469 


Goodwin,  Henry  T.,  Dr.,  415 
Hugh,  415 
Ruth  M.,  415 
Gordon,  Archibald,  508 
Daniel  D.  T.,  508 
Frances  L.,  509 
Minthorne  T.,  Jr.,  508 
Minthorne  T.,  Sr.,  508 
Gottlieb,  Abram,  563 
Emanuel,  563 
Herbert,  564 
Molly,  564 
Rose,  563 

Gower,  Charles  L.,  265 
Frederick  W.,  265 
Jenny  K.,  265 
Joseph  H.,  Jr.,  265 
Joseph  H.,  Sr.,  265 
Lucy,  265 

Graef,  Fred  W.,  156 
There§e,  156 
Graham)  Benjamin  S.,  59 
James  S.,  59 
Jennie  M.,  59 
John,  59 
Margaret,  59 
Gray,  John,  533 
Mary  P.,  533 
Grennie,  Anna,  550 
Frank  L.,  550 
Frank  L.,  Jr.,  550 
Richard,  550 
Richard  A.,  550 
Rose  D.,  550 

Griffith,  Charles  E.  (3),  418 
Charles  E.,  Jr.,  417,  418 
Charles  E.,  Sr.,  417 
Emma,  417 
Jane  V.,  418 
Marjorie,  418 
Nadine,  418 
Wesley  P.,  418 
Grimes,  Cecyl  D.,  455 
David,  Lieut.,  454 
Melvin,  454 
Minetta  B.,  454 
Gross,  Bertha,  360 
Elizabeth,  218 
Hattie,  219 
Irene,  361 

Dr.,  88,  Leopold,  218 
Louis,  218 
Samuel,  360 
Samuel  (2),  360 
Samuel,  Jr.,  361 
Grout,  Abel  J.,  Dr.,  60,  61 
Grace,  61 
Joel,  60 
Martha,  60 

Grymes,  Arthur  J.,  323 
Arthur  J.,  Jr.,  323 
Daniel  Gunther,  Frank,  530 
Margaret,  530 
Guyon,  Jacques,  197 
Jacques  (James),  197 
James,  197 
James  (2),  197 
James,  Maj.,  198 

Haabestad,  Agatha,  565 
Alfred,  565 


Anna,  565 
John  G,  565 
Karen,  565 
Martin,  565 
Selma,  565 
Haas,  Anna,  85 
Anna  S.,  85 
Clara  M.,  85 
George  C.  F.,  85 
George  C.  O.,  85 
John  C.,  85 
Haber,  Ancel,  283 
Esther,  283 
Sigmund,  283 
Yetta,  283 

Hadley,  L.  S.  B.,  Rev.,  187 
Mary  W.,  187 
Haellmigk,  Curt,  162 
Sidonie,  162 

Hagedorn,  Adelaide  J.  F.,  167 
Alexander,  Capt.,  167 
Alexander  F.,  167 
Emma  A.  L.,  167 
Fredericka,  167 
Hermann  C.,  167 
Hermann  C.,  Jr.,  167 
Hagen,  Ernest  S.,  Jr.,  386 
Ernest  S.,  Rev.,  386 
Marian  B.,  386 
Haines,  Mary  N.,  26 
Richard  A.,  26 
Halbert,  Hattie  L.,  81 
Herbert  H.,  81 
Herbert  L.,  Dr.,  81 
Madeleine,  81 
Hall,  Agnes,  271,  513 
Catherine  E.,  325 
Cornelius  A.,  271 
Edward,  Jr.,  513 
Edward  J.,  513 
Elizabeth,  88 
George  L.,  Capt.,  325 
Gertrude,  513 
Inman,  324 
James,  88 
John,  513 
John  F.,  271,  513 
Sylvanus  C.,  324 
Walter  H.,  88 
Walter  S.  E.,  88 
Halloran,  Alice,  532 
Annie,  532 
Carrie,  532 
Hetta,  225 
John,  532 
John  L.,  532 
Mary,  532 
Michael,  532 
William,  225 
Hampton,  Amelia,  449 
Benjamin,  448 
Benjamin  (2),  448 
Benjamin  (3),  448 
Florence  L.,  450 
James  W.,  449 
Joseph,  448 
Susan,  448 
Vernon  B.,  447,  449 
William  J.,  Dr.,  447,  448 
William  J.,  Jr.,  449 
William  W.,  448 
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Handy,  Francis  L.,  66 
George,  Capt.,  65 
Helen  T.,  66 
Isaac,  64 

Joseph  B.,  Hon.,  64,  65 
Marie  L.,  65 
Samuel,  64 
William,  65 
William  C.,  Rev.,  65 
William  W.,  65 
Hankinson,  Elijah,  35 
Frank,  35,  36 
George,  36 
Mabel,  36 
Mary  C.,  35 
Robert,  35 
William,  Col.,  36 
Hannan,  Ellen,  559 
Francis,  559 
Grace  I.,  559 
Raphael  Q.,  559 
Timothy,  559 
Hanretty,  Francis,  56 
Francis  T.,  Rev.,  56 
Rose,  56 

Harmony,  Manuel  X.,  175 
Sarah  A.,  175 
Harns,  Florence  M.,  181 
William  B.,  Dr.,  181 
Harrower,  Harriet  D.,  35 
Mary,  35 

Pascal,  Rev.,  34,  35 
Pascal  R.,  35 
Peter  P.,  35 
Pierre  E.,  35 
Hart,  Agnes  V.,  410 
Patrick,  410 
Patrick  A.,  410 
Virginia,  41 1 
Hauffman,  Albert  L.,  378 
Anna  M.,  378 
Emma,  378 
John,  Capt.,  378 
Julia  E.,  378 

Haughwout  (Haughawout-Hage- 
wolt  -  Hagewout  -  Hagawout) , 
Anna  J.,  142 
Charles,  142 
Egbert,  141 
Eugene  C.,  142 
Frederick  E.,  141,  142 
James  A.,  213 
Jane  E.,  214 
Joanna,  157 
John,  142,  214 
Lefferd,  214 
Lefferd  (2),  214 
Lefferd  B.,  213 
Lefferd  L.,  Rev.,  212,  214 
Lefferd  M.  A.,  Rev.,  212,  214 
Leffert,  214 
Mary  R.,  214 
Peter,  141 
Peter  (2),  142 
Pieter  J.,  141,  213 
Pieter  P.,  141,  158,  214 
Virginia  B.,  213 
William  H.,  157 
Hauser,  Henry  J.,  445 
Mary  E.,  445 


Hawes,  Hannah,  519 
Washington,  Capt.,  518 
Hawkes,  Carol  G.,  259 
Marie,  258 
Richard,  258 
Thomas  H.,  258 
Hawkins,  Ella,  568 
Richard  S.,  568 
Hawley,  Alfred  M.,  160 
Jennie,  160 

Hayes,  Mary  (Mrs.  Jeremiah  J.), 
339 

Haynes  (Hayne),  Cyrus,  254 
Cyrus  W.,  254 
Franklyn  (Frank)  E.,  252 
George  A.,  254 
Israel,  253 
John,  253 
Nella  F.,  254 
Rowena  A.,  254 
Sarah  E.,  234 
Walter,  253 

Heafy,  Thomas  J.,  Rev.,  190 
Heap,  Faith,  483 
Walter,  483 
Heath,  Emily,  425 
Ernest  H.,  425 
Ernest  H.,  Jr.,  425 
Nellie,  425 
William  H.,  425 
Hechler,  Catherine  E.,  361 
Christina,  361 
Christina  F.,  361 
Fredericka,  361 
George  W.,  361 
John  H.,  361,  362 
John  H.,  Jr.,  362 
Wilhelm,  361 
William,  361 
Heim,  Jessie,  331 
Richard  H.,  331 
Heinicke,  Ella,  95 
Milton  H.,  95 
Samuel,  95 
Susan,  95 

Henderson,  Charles,  242 
Sarah  G.,  242 
Henry,  Czarina,  245 
Edward,  310 
Harriet  L.,  310 
James,  245 
James  (2),  245 
Kathleen,  245 
Philipina,  310 
Robert,  245 
William,  310 

Hicks,  George  L.,  Col.,  41 
Mabel,  41 

Hillyer,  Horace,  454 
Lawrence  B.,  18 
Rebecca  J.,  18 
Susan,  454 
Hirsch,  Jennie,  384 
Jonas,  384 
Samuel,  384 
Hoag,  Ann,  455 
David  F.,  455 
Hoage,  Margaret,  571 
Robert,  Rev.,  571 
Hodge,  Frank  S.,  301 


Laura  A.,  301 
Thomas,  301 

Hoffman  (Hoffmann),  Arthur  W., 
206 

August  G.,  205 
Charles  A.,  Lieut.,  141 
Elizabeth  H.,  205 
Esther,  206 
Helene,  190 
Henry,  205 
Margaret  L.,  141 
Philip,  190 
William  H.,  205 
Hofmann,  Charles  A.,  499 
Helen  W.,  499 
Hogan,  Catherine  M.,  344 
George,  343 
Rose  L.,  343 
T.  Franklin,  343 
Holmes,  Charles  E.,  307 
Charles  E.,  Jr.,  307 
Charlotte  W.,  307 
Pearl  M.,  307 
Holt,  Henry,  459 
Ina  M.,  458,  460 
John  V.  V.,  Dr.,  459 
Mary,  459 
Nicholas,  458 
Paul,  459 
Paul  (2),  459 
Paul  (3),  459 
Thomas,  459 
Thomas  M.,  Dr.,  459 
William  T.,  457,  458,  460 
Holtermann,  Augusta  M.,  558 
C.  Henry,  558 
Catherine,  558 
Charles  E.,  558 
Charles  H.,  558 
Claus,  557,  558 
Cord  H.,  558 
Elizabeth,  558 
Frederick  W.,  558 
Henry  C.,  558 
Sophie,  558 
Tibka,  558 
Holtz,  Emma,  308 
John,  308 
Hood,  Annie,  546 
Frederick  G.,  546 
George,  545 
George  (2),  545 
Harold  S.,  546 
Samuel,  545 
Thomas,  545 
Hooker,  Charles  E.,  464 
Harry,  464 
John,  464 
John  G.,  464 
Joseph  T.,  464 
Josephus,  464 
Margaret  S.,  464 
Mary,  464 
William  H.,  464 
Hoon,  Gladys,  230,  539 
Harriet,  539 
Robert,  230,  539 
Robert  W.,  539 
Hopkins,  Catherine,  101 
John,  101 
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John  J.,  Rev.,  ioi 
Mary  E.,  ioi 

Horgan,  Catherine,  245,  246 
Dennis,  245 
Michael,  246 
Michael  J.,  245 

Hornung,  Casper,  525 
Margaret,  525 

Horowitz,  Louis  M.,  Dr.,  428 
Max,  428 
Paul  D.,  428 
Richard,  428 
Rose,  428 
Suella,  428 

Horrmann,  August,  161 
Curt,  162 
Frances,  162 
Pauline,  161 
William,  161 
William,  Jr.,  162 

Horton,  Barnabas,  82 
Catherine,  231 
Ella  M.,  83,  109 
Genevieve,  83 
Hiram  C.,  82,  109 
Ira  J.,  231 
Isaiah,  82 
Isaiah  (2),  82 
Jewett,  231 
Kenneth  W.,  no 
Lyman  W.  (L.  Waldo),  83,  109 
Mable  R.,  231 
Marian  E.,  no 
Ruth  E.,  82 

Householder,  Eathielyn  A.,  520 
I.  C.,  Rev.,  520 

Houston,  Caroline,  409 
William,  409 

Hoverkamp,  Altje  C.,  234 
Christine,  233 
George,  Jr.,  233 
George  V.  B.,  234 
Richard,  234 

Howie,  Joseph,  536 
Millie,  536 

Hoyer,  Charles  E.,  124,  125 
Charles  F.,  124 
Charles  W.,  Capt.,  125 
Emma  L.,  125 
Gesine,  125 

Hughes,  Henry,  366 
John  M.,  367 
John  W.,  366,  367 
Kathleen  M.,  367 
M.  James,  396 
Mary,  367,  396 
Michael,  396 
William  P.,  367 

Hugi,  Albina,  94 
Goldie  M.,  95 
John,  94 
John  R.,  94 

Humphrey,  Caroline,  187 
Charles,  Hon.,  186 
Christiana,  423 
Elizabeth,  423 
George  S.,  186 
Hugh,  186 
James,  186 
John,  186,  423 

S.I.— 38 


Lester,  423 
Mary  H.,  186 
Robert,  423 
Robert  J.,  423 
Robert  J.,  Jr.,  423 
William  R.,  186 

Humphries,  Ellen,  319 
John,  319 
Michael,  319 

Hunsdorfer,  Barbara  E.,  533 
C.  H.  (3),  533 
Catherine,  533 
Charles  H.,  Jr.,  533 
Charles  H.,  Sr.,  533 
Lloyd  R.,  533 

Hunter,  James  D.,  575 
Mary  J.,  575 

Ingalls,  Anna  E.,  80 
Charles  A.,  79,  80 
Charles  H.,  79,  80 
Edmund,  79 
Edmund  (2),  79 
Elkanah,  79 
Elkanah,  Rev.,  79 
Henry  S.,  81 
Irene  E.,  81 
John,  79 
Joseph,  79 
Joshua  K.,  79 

Innes,  Cecilia  A.,  164 
Frank  H.,  164 
Harmon,  164 
Henry,  164 
John,  164 

Isaacs,  Alfred  C.,  513 
Arthur  B.,  512 
Askel,  512 
Carl  D.,  512 
Doris  S.,  512 
Roselyn,  513 

Isaacson  (Ison),  Edward,  427,  428 
Edward  V.  N.,  428 
Helen,  428 
Serena,  428 
Sophia,  428 
Titus,  427 

Iwersen,  Constance  (Mrs.  J.  R.), 
502 

Jacobson,  Clarence  S.,  255 
Ethel  B.,  255 

Jakubowski,  Anastatia,  522 
Eugene,  522 
Francis,  522 
Francis  (2),  522 
John  S.,  522 
Victor,  522 
Victoria  S.,  522 

Janeway,  Carol,  417 
Clare,  192 
Courtney,  192 
George,  416 

Henry  L.,  Rev.,  192,  416 
Hugh  H.,  416 
Jacob,  416 
Jacob  (2),  416 
Mary,  192,  416 
Theodore,  Dr.,  192 
Theodore  W.,  192 


Theodore  W.,  Jr.,  192 
William,  416 
William  R.,  416 
William  R.,  Dr.,  415,  417 
William  W.,  417 
Janin,  Albert  S.,  281,  398 
Albert  S.,  Jr.,  399 
Amelia,  398 
Ann  M.,  399 
Antoine  B.,  180,  281,  398 
Franklin,  281 
Helen,  282 
Jacob  A.,  281 
Jacob  A.,  Jr.,  281 
Jacques  A.,  282 
Julia  A.,  281 
Julia  (Julie)  C.,  281 
Oscar  B.,  398 
Sophie  F.,  180,  281 
Jarvis,  Arthur,  267 
Benjamin  J.,  267 
Phebe,  267 

Jensen,  Christine,  225 
Frances  E.,  225 
Irving,  225 
Jens,  225 
Ole,  225 
Warren  E.,  225 
Johnsen,  Emilie  T.  W.,  492 
Evelyn  M.,  524 
Grethe,  491 
Hans  O.  B.,  523 
Henry,  491 
Henry  E.,  492 
Herman  M.,  491 
James  M.,  523 
Mildred  M.,  524 
Ole  B.,  523 
Olefine  O.,  523 
Olene  C.,  524 
Johnson,  Annie  B.,  330 
Arnold  R.,  330 
Catherine,  309 
Charles  A.,  507 
Constance,  330 
Edward,  308 
Estelle  P.,  310 
George,  506 
George,  Dr.,  506 
George  B.,  507 
George  J.,  492 
George  W.,  309 
George  W.  (2),  310 
H.  Wilfred,  330 
Howard  C.,  310 
Ida,  556 
John,  308,  566 
John  (2),  308 
John  O.,  330 
Joseph,  308 
Joseph  (2),  308 
Joseph  (4),  309 
Joseph,  Jr..  309 
Madeline,  309 
Raymond,  309 
Regina  H.,  507 
Reverdy,  89 
Reverdy,  Jr.,  89 
Richard  C.,  330 
Sophia,  492 
Sophie,  506 
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Johnston,  Algernon  K.,  484 
Frederick  A.,  215,  485 
Gladys,  215,  485 
Harriet  A.,  485 
Isabel  O.,  485 
John,  484 
Nancey  M.,  484 
Sarah  A.,  485 
Thomas,  484 
Wilbur  H.,  485 
William,  484 
Joline,  Andre,  14 
Ann,  14 
Benjamin,  153 
David,  153 

David  A.  (D.  Agnew),  153 
Ellen  D.,  153 
Frank  E.,  482 
Leonora,  153 
Susie  E.,  482 
William  M.,  14 
Jolly,  Martha,  425 
William,  425 
Jones,  Albert  A.,  443 
Albert  W.,  442 
Catharine,  37 
Edgar  L.,  443 
Eleanor,  443 
Francis  S.,  442 
Lester  M.,  443 
Marie,  528 
Mary  A.,  442 
Northrope,  37 
Olga  J.,  528 
Russell  W.,  443 
William  M.,  528 
William  M.,  Jr.,  528 
Judge,  Catherine,  30 
Dan  G.,  30 
James  T.,  30 
Madeline  C.,  31 
Patrick,  30 

Kagel,  Harry,  571 
Lillian,  571 

Kaltenmeier,  John,  280 
Margaret,  280 
Mary,  280 
Reinhard,  280 
Reinhard  E.,  280 
Kaminski,  John,  247 
Josephine,  247 
Lottie,  247 
Mathew,  247 
Thaddeus,  Rev.,  247 
Kane,  Bridget,  520 
Isabelle,  521 
John,  520 

Michael  J.,  Jr.,  520 
Michael  J.,  Sr.,  520 
Paul  R.,  521 
Walter  P.,  521 
Kavanagh,  Jessie,  524 
John  F.,  524 
Keller,  Amelia  P.,  524 
Fred,  525 
George,  524 
George  F.,  524 
Suzan,  525 
Kelley,  Alethea,  259 
Edward  T.,  259 


Edward  T.,  Jr.,  259 
Mary,  259 
Michael,  259 
Michael  J.,  259 
Kelly,  Charles  E.,  473 
Eugenia,  516 
Francis  P.,  473 
Hugh,  508 
Irma  C.,  473 
James,  515 
James  (2),  516 
James  P.,  515 
Mabel,  516 
Mae,  508 
Mary,  515 
Patrick  J.,  507 
Kelsey,  Henry  W.,  423 
Magdalene,  423 
Warren,  423 
Kennedy,  Adrian  V.,  28 
Catharine,  26 
Charles  W.  (2),  27 
Charles  W.,  Capt.,  26 
Donald  B.,  28 
Edward  T.,  27 
James  C.,  26 
Marie  A.,  27 
Philip  S.,  28 
Stanley  L.,  28 

Thomas  L.  (T.  Livingstone),  26 
Kenney,  Anna  H.,  551 
John  J.,  Hon.,  550 
Mary,  550 
Patrick,  550 
William  B.,  551 
Kenny,  Mae,  118 
Margaret,  117 
Marie  M.,  118 
Thomas  (3),  118 
Thomas,  Hon.,  117,  118 
Thomas,  Sr.,  117 
Kern,  Elizabeth,  207 
Franklin  B.,  207 
Henry,  207 
Michael,  207 
Samuel,  207 

Kerr,  Frederick  W.,  374 
Frederick  W.,  Jr.,  Dr.,  374 
George,  374 
Helen,  374 
Kenneth,  Dr.,  374 
Madeleine,  374 
Norman,  374 
Kestler,  Bertha,  510 
Herman  J.,  510 
Joan  V.,  510 
Joseph  C.,  510 
Margaret,  510 
Margaret  B.,  510 
Warren  E.,  510 
Kettner,  Anna  M.,  525 
Arthur  W.,  547 
Catherine,  526 
Christina,  264 

Frederick  M.,  Dr.,  263,  547 

Harry  G.,  Dr.,  547 

Henry  G.,  526 

Jacob,  547 

Jacob  F.  (3),  526 

Jacob  F.,  Jr.,  525 

Jacob  F.,  Sr.,  525 


Lawrence  J.,  Lieut.,  547 
Lorenz,  263,  547 
Maria,  263,  547 
Mary,  547 
Peter  A,  526 
Kiefer,  Adam,  535 
Bertha  D.,  535 
Carloa,  535 
George,  535 
Lillian  S.,  535 
Louis  A.,  535 
^  Louis  F.,  535 
Kieran,  Josephine  A.,  319 
Thomas,  319 
Thomas  H.,  319 
Killian,  Bernard,  503 
Bernard  (2),  503 
Edward  R.,  503 
John  D.,  503 
Marguerite,  503 
Kind,  Albrech,  156 
Hermann,  156 
Hermann  H.,  156 
Johanna,  156 
Wilhelmina,  156 
King,  Abbie  C.,  215 
Adolf  L.,  Capt.,  272 
Anna  M.,  272 
Carl  G.,  272 
Catherine  M.,  272 
J.  Whitney,  272 
Jerome  A.,  214,  215 
John  A.,  272 
Mary  C.,  379 
P.  F.,  379 
Walter  W.,  215 
William  G.  (2),  215 
Kingsley,  Charles  R.  (3),  14 
Charles  R.,  Jr.,  Dr.,  14 
Charles  R.,  Rev.,  14 
Edith,  14 
Florence,  14 
Kirby,  Alice,  504 
George  A.,  Dr.,  504 
Katherine,  504 
Thomas,  504 

Kirchoffer,  Catherine,  537 
Clemense,  537 
George,  537 
Joseph,  Rev.,  537 
Xavier,  537 
Kline,  Emma  L.,  265 
Joseph  A.,  265 
Knox,  Clifford,  Jr.,  382 
Gifford  O.,  381,  382 
Helen  C.,  382 
Robert,  382 
Sarah  J.,  382 
William,  382 
William  (2),  382 
William  P.,  382 
Knudsen,  Lina,  437 
Peter,  437 
Koch,  Arthur,  297 
Dorothea,  297 
Karl,  297 
Kunigunde,  297 
Ludwig,  297 
Theodor  F.,  297 
Koehler,  Agnes,  269 
Dora,  270 
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Edward  V.,  376 
Frederick  D.,  375,  376 
Frederick  D.,  Jr.,  376 
Fredericka,  376 
John  J.,  376 
Joseph,  376 
Joseph  F.,  376 
Katherine  M.,  376 
Marion,  376 
Otto  F.,  269 
Otto  F.,  Sr.,  269 
Thomas  W.,  376 
Koffer,  Alma,  566 
August  W.,  343 
Charles  M.,  566 
Edwin  A.,  566 
Ernest  W.,  566 
Henry,  Jr.,  343 
Henry  L.,  342,  343 
Joseph  J.,  343 
Magdalena,  343 
Maria,  342 
Michael,  342 
William  A.,  566 
Kohlmann,  Annie  C.,  482 
August  F.,  362,  482 
Bertha,  482 
Frederick,  482 
John  D.,  362,  482 
John  D.  (2),  363,  482 
Louise  D.,  363 
Kohlmeier,  Dorothy,  543 
John,  543 

Kolff,  Cornelius  G.,  389,  390 
Cornelius  G.,  Jr.,  390 
Emily  L.,  390 
Emily  P.,  390 
Kopf,  Charles  M.,  563 
Charles  M.,  Jr.,  563 
Konrad,  563 
Mary,  563 
Ralph,  563 
Violet,  563 
Krause,  Eugenie,  179 
Frances  M.,  179 
Paul  M.,  179 
Paul  R.,  179 
Robert  L.,  179 
Robert  W.,  179 
Kuhn,  Bertha,  542 
Caroline,  542 
Daniel,  542 
Harry,  542 
Paul,  542 
Walter,  542 

Kutscher,  Austin  H.,  400 
Harry,  399 
Henrietta,  399 
Isidor,  399 
Josephine,  400 
Robert  I.,  400 

Kuttroff,  Louise  (Mrs.  Percy),  475 

La  Forge,  Cornelia,  241 
David,  241 
David  (2),  241 
Gertrude,  241 
John,  240 
John  (2),  241 
Peter,  241 
Sarah  S.,  241,  242 


La  Vaud,  Camille,  Capt.,  375 
Edward,  375 
Edward  C.,  375 
Henry  A.,  375 
Henry  S.,  375 
Imogene,  375 
Vincentia,  375 
Lahr,  Eva,  153 
Frederic,  153 
Frederic  C.,  154 
Frederic  (Fred)  W.,  153 
Josephine  H.,  154 
Lancaster,  Elizabeth,  231 
Robert  A.,  231 
Robert  A.  (2),  231 
William  C.,  Col.,  230,  231 
Williamine,  231 
Langere,  Charles,  383 
Daniel,  383 
Francisco  P.,  382 
Frank,  383 
Laura,  382 
Marion,  383 
Raphael,  382 
Raphael  (2),  383 
Vincent  P.,  383 
Lankford,  Catherine,  357 
Elizabeth,  357 
Frank  H.,  357 
Frank  H.  (2),  357 
James,  357 
James  R.,  357 
Jane,  357 
Robert  J.,  357 
Larsen,  Gudrun,  436 
Lawrence,  436 
Norman,  436 
Peter,  435 

Lasker,  Arthur  E.,  541 
Feige,  541 
Hannah,  541 
Motte,  541 
Philip,  541 
Walter  I.,  541 
Law,  Donald  E.,  Dr.,  64 
George  E.,  64 
Julia,  64 

Lea,  Eunice  D.  G.,  356 
William  H.,  356 
Leadley,  Ella,  209 
John  H.,  209 
John  H.  (2),  209 
Leaf,  Hunter,  109 
Josephine,  109 
Lederle,  Clara,  148 
Joseph,  148 
Lee,  Anna,  501 
Charles,  276 
Charles  P.,  276 
Della  A.,  276 
Hetty  M.,  472,  473 
Lester  C.,  473 
Marie,  276 
Patrick  J.,  276 
Samuel,  501 

Lemelson,  Howard,  567 
Ida  E.,  567 
Jerome,  567 
Joseph,  566 
Julius,  Dr.,  566 
Mary,  566 


Lenderoth,  Anna,  391 
Arnold  W.,  391 
Henry  L.,  390 
Louisa,  390 
William  A.,  390,  391 
Leng,  Charles  W.,  61 
Charles  W.  (2),  62 
John  S.,  61 
Marie,  62 
Mary  E.,  62 
Mary  S.,  61 
Robert  M.,  62 
Tillie  M.,  62 
Lenting,  Ann  C.,  499 
Catherine  A.,  499,  500,  501 
Frederick  B.,  499,  501 
John,  499 
Margareth,  499 
Leonard,  Daniel  W.,  201 
Daniel  W.  (2),  201 
Eugenie,  559 
Mary,  201 
Sadie  M.,  202 
Theodore  S.,  Rev.,  559 
Leonhardi,  Frederick  W.,  318 
Herman  C.,  317,  318 
Marie  A.,  318 
Sarah  E.,  318 
Leopold,  lima,  334 
Morton  F.,  334 
Licht,  Anna,  479 
Ingrid,  479 
Philip  C.,  479 
Philip  W.,  479 
S.  Philip,  479 
Ligh,  Charles  G.,  298 
David  R.,  298 
Laura  J.,  298 
Walter  T.,  298 
Lind,  Harry  K.,  265 
Jenny  A.,  265 

Lindemann,  Arthur  E.,  397 
Augusta,  397 
Bertha  A.,  397 
Edward  O.,  397 
Ernest  T.,  397 
Marie  A.,  397 
Marion  E.,  397 
Oscar,  397 
Otto,  397 

Lindheimer,  Anna  F.  H.,  488 
Caroline,  488 
Clara  H.  W.,  488 
Eduard,  488 
Edward  G.,  488 
Gustav  E.,  488 
Hermann,  488 
Hermine,  488 
Johann  P.  F.,  488 
Kurt,  488 
Marjorie  A.,  488 
Lindquist,  Anders  P.,  274 
Bothilda,  274 
Carl,  274 
Ida  B.,  275 

Lindsay,  Catherine,  218 
Mary,  217 
Robert  A.,  218 
Robert  G.,  217 
William  R.,  217 
Lippman,  David,  377 


596 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


Esther,  377 
Ethel,  377 
Leo,  377 
Max,  377 
Minnie,  377 
Morton,  377 

Lissenden,  Clifford  J.,  315 
Elizabeth  C.,  314 
Grace,  315 
Jesse  H.,  314 
Mary  C.,  315 
Percival  C.,  315 
Stephen,  314 
William,  314 
William  H.,  314 
Locke,  Isabelle  S.,  421 
Robert  H.,  Rev.,  421 
Lockman  (Lakeman),  Abraham, 
498 

Caroline  M.,  499 
Isaac,  498 
Isaac  (2),  497,  498 
Lomax,  Charles  H.,  575 
James,  575 
Lucy  V.,  575 
Mary,  575 
Long,  August,  331 
Emilie,  476 
Florian,  476 
Frances  A.,  331 
Martha,  476 
William,  476 
Lorentz,  Gustav,  363 
Lena,  363 

Low,  Adele  T.,  175 
Alice,  174 

Charles  A.,  174,  175 
Daniel,  10,  174 
Daniel,  Jr.,  175 
David,  174 

Evelina  E.  B.,  10,  174 
George  A.,  174,  175 
Hannah,  174 
Lowe,  Martha,  385 
Thomas  O.,  Rev.,  385 
Lowrey,  Esther,  140 
Thomas,  Col.,  140 
William,  140 
Lucaa,  Augustine  R.,  163 
Charlotte,  162 
John,  163 
William,  162 
William  F.,  162 
Lucey,  Augusta  V.,  400 
Ellen,  134,  400 
Eugene,  134 
John  D.,  Dr.,  400 
John  K.,  400 
Joseph  J.,  Dr.,  134 
Meta,  134 
Michael  M.,  400 
Michael  N.,  134 
Robert,  400 

Ludlow,  Agnes,  204,  529 
Amelia  G.,  204,  529 
Elizabeth,  529 
Joseph,  529 

Ogden  G,  Dr.,  204,  529 
Samuel  R.,  529 
Samuel  R.  (3),  204 
Stephen  K.,  204,  528,  529 


Ludwig,  August  H.,  28 
Bertha  M.,  28 
Bruno,  347,  348 
Emma,  347,  348 
Rosine,  28 
Theodore,  28 
Lynch,  Grace,  6 
John  (“Jack”)  A.,  Hon.,  5 
Margaret  L.,  525 
Sylvester,  525 
Lyon,  Isaac,  140 
Lucinda  R.,  140,  141 
Nelson  E.,  140,  141 

MacIntyre,  Henry,  Capt.,  243 
Sophia,  243 

MacMahon,  Isabel,  531 
Samuel,  531 
MacMillan,  Agnes,  542 
Donald,  541 
John  G,  Capt.,  541 
Mary,  541 

MacNaughton,  Alexander,  166 
Donald,  166 
Elizabeth,  166 
Mary,  166 
Moses  A.,  Dr.,  166 
Robert  T.,  165,  166 
McCallum,  Alice,  332 
Arthur,  332 
John,  332 
Joseph,  332 
Joseph  W.,  332,  333 
McCauley,  Mary,  510 
Thomas,  510 

McCormack,  Charles  J.,  22 
May  L.,  23 
Sarah  A.,  23 
Vincent  J.,  23 

McCormick,  Leslie  T.,  Dr.,  438 
Mary  L.,  438 
Michael,  438 
Sophie,  438 

McCrum,  Edward,  160 
Edward  (2),  160,  161 
Edward  A.,  161 
Elizabeth  A.,  18,  161 
James,  160 

James  H.  (J.  Herbert),  18,  160, 
161 

James  H.,  Jr.,  161 
Mary,  160 

McCulloch,  Albert  B.,  442 
Edith  M.,  442 
Ernest  C.,  Dr.,  442 
George  D.,  442 
Nancy  J.,  442 
Robert  B.,  442 
McFadden,  Andrew,  350 
Daniel,  351 
James,  351 
James  B.,  350,  351 
James  L.,  351 
John,  351 
Martha  J.,  351 
Minnie  A.,  351 
McGinley,  John,  126 
Mamie,  126 
Roger,  125 
Roger  T.,  126 
Thomas,  126 


Thomas  R.,  125 
Virginia,  126 
McGowan,  Hugh,  513 
Mary,  513 

McGrath,  Thomas  S.,  Rev.,  330 
McGrevy,  Amy  S.,  346 
Jeremiah,  346 
McGuire,  Elinor,  273 
George,  273 
George  P.,  273 
Harold  J.,  273 
James,  273 
Mathilda,  273 
McKay,  Johanna,  341 
Joseph  P.,  341 
Patrick,  341 
McKee,  John  D.,  385 
Margaret,  385 
Mary  L.,  385 
Nora,  385 
Ralph  L.,  385 
Ralph  R.,  384,  385 
Robert  R.,  385 
Samuel,  385 
McKeon,  James,  184 
John,  184,  185 
Margaret,  184,  185 
McLaughlin,  James,  133 
Mary,  133 

Thomas  J.,  Rev.,  133 
McLoughlin,  Estelle  F.  (Mrs. 

James),  310 
McMahon,  Daniel,  548 
Daniel  (2),  549 
Edward,  548 
Edward  (2),  549 
Elizabeth,  548,  549 
Frank,  549 

McNally,  Charles  B.,  31 
Gertrude,  31 
James,  31 
Sarah,  31 

McNichol,  Edward  H.,  454 
Edward  L.,  454 
Isabella  R.,  454 
James  E.  (J.  Ed),  454 
John,  454 
Mabel  A.,  454 

McNulty,  Terence  F.,  Rev.,  124 
McSorley,  Camille  L.,  187,  188 
Catharine,  384 
Charles  A.,  384 
Helen  C.,  384 
John,  384 
John  (2),  384 
Nicholas  B.,  187 
Roseanna,  187 
William,  187 
William  J.,  188 
Macormac,  Alfred,  294 
Archibald,  294,  406,  527 
Carrie  M.,  294 
Harold,  294 
John  W.,  527 
Josephine  A.,  528 
Samuel  A.,  Judge,  294,  527 
Susan  (Susanna),  294,  527 
Madison,  Esther,  245 
Martin,  245 

Magruder,  Dorothy,  24 
Herbert  T.,  24 
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Mallin,  Andrew,  272 
Francis,  273 
John,  272 
John  (2),  273 
Margaret,  273 
Mary,  273 

Michael  J.,  272,  273 

Maloy,  Edward,  515 
Edward  J.,  143,  515 
Frank,  143 
Hannah,  143 
Isabel,  143 
John,  515 

Joseph  H.,  143,  515 
Mabel,  515 
Patrick,  143 
Robert,  515 
William,  143 

Manee  (Monnet),  Abraham,  99 
Abraham  (2),  99 
Abraham  (3),  99 
Cathrine  (Katie),  364 
Charles,  364 
Charles  C.,  98,  99 
Chauncey  B.,  99 
Christiana  M.,  364 
Clarence  W.,  531 
Cornelius,  531 
David  P.,  364 
Ellen  M.,  284 
George,  364 
George  H.,  364 
Georgianna,  364 
Henry,  531 
John,  364 
John  P.,  364 
Leland  S.,  98,  99 
Mary,  364 
Sarah  E.,  531 
Wilhelmina,  98,  99 
William,  99,  531 
William  (2),  99 
William  T.,  284 

Marmon,  Abraham  H.,  564 
Anna,  564 
Joseph,  564 
Nathan,  564 
Sarah,  564 

Marscher,  Anne  M.,  207 
Augustus  A.,  207 
Augustus  G.,  206 
Mary,  206 
Petronella,  207 
Van  Wyk,  207 
William  F.,  206 

Marshall,  Aliwada,  346 
Charles,  345 
Charles  A.,  115 
Edward,  345 
Elizabeth,  115 
George,  345 
George,  Jr.,  345 
Hettie,  115 
John,  345,  352 
John,  Capt.,  115 
Mary,  345,  352 
Percival  V.,  346 
Raymond  G.,  346 

Martin,  Abel,  Capt.,  15 
John,  1 18 


Mary,  15 
Nelson,  15 

Matheson,  Elizabeth,  379 
John  E.,  379 
Lemuel,  379 
Mary  E.,  380 
Matthews,  Carrie,  91 
Isabel,  91 
Robert,  91 
Robert  (2),  91 
Stanley,  91 
Stanley  G.,  91 
Matthius,  Edith,  423 
Edward  R.,  240 
Elizabeth,  422 
George  M.,  422 
Harold  F.,  423 
Harold  G.,  423 
John  H.,  422 
Katherine,  423 
Margaret,  240 

Maurer,  Andrew  L.  J.,  569,  570 
George  A.,  570 
Mary,  570 
Nathaniel,  570 
Mawhinney,  Arthur  S.,  460 
Katherine  M.,  460 
Mayer,  Adolph,  518 
Anna  M.,  517 
Emilie,  518 
Emilie  A.,  518 
Gustav  A.,  517 
Herman,  518 
John  G.,  517 
Paula,  518 

Merk,  Catherine,  348 
Edward,  347,  348 
Florence,  348 
John,  348 
John  E.,  348 
Merrell,  Azel,  68 
Elizabeth  V.,  68 
George,  68 

Grace  M.  (Mrs.  Rudolph),  68, 
477 

Rudolph,  68 
Merrick,  Edward  B.,  43 
Etta  L.,  43 
Harold  E.,  42,  43 
Marian  E.,  43 
Merrill,  Abraham,  519 
Abraham  (2),  519 
Eader  J.,  520 
Elizabeth,  519 
Foster  D.,  520 
Leonard  A.,  519 
Lydia  A.,  519 
Richard,  519 
William,  519 
Mersereau,  Amanda,  435 
Amelia  P.,  506 
Catherine  L.,  435 
Charlotte  E.,  506 
Clayton  R.,  435 
Daniel,  400,  433,  506,  51 1 
David,  435 
David  (2),  435 
David  A.,  433,  435 
Donald  M.,  435 
Elizabeth,  401 


Emmeline,  283 
Ethel  F.,  435 
George  W.,  435 
Irwin  A.,  435 
John,  283,  400,  505 
John  (Jean),  511 
John  D.,  512 
John  G.,  51 1 
John  W.,  401 
John  W.,  Jr.,  505,  506 
John  W.,  Sr.,  506 
Joshua,  433,  435,  511 
Joshua  (3),  511 
Joshua  (4),  511 
Mary  T.,  401 
Nellie  M.,  512 
Nelson  A.,  506 
Nicholas  R.,  401 
Ronald  H.,  435 
Samuel  J.,  435 
Samuel  J.  M.,  511 
Stephen,  400,  506 
Stephen  (2),  400,  506 
Stephen  (3),  400,  506 
Thomas  Y.,  402 
William  H.,  400,  401 
Meschenmoser,  Emma,  113 
Jeanette  J.,  114 
William,  113 
Willis  F.,  1 13 
Mesier,  Charles  W.,  304 
Charlotte  A.,  304 
Hannah  M.,  305 
James  W.,  304 
William  H.,  304 
Metcalfe,  Catherine,  40 
Charles,  40 
Elizabeth,  40 
George,  40,  81 
Henry  B.,  Judge,  40,  81 
Henry  T.,  40,  82 
Mary,  82 
Robert,  40 
Simon,  40,  81 

Methfessel,  Anton  G.,  Prof.,  136 
Elvira,  137 
Eva  J.,  136 
Laura  A.,  137 
Samuel,  136 
Meurer,  Albert  W.,  486 
Carol  M.,  486 
Eduard  G,  485,  486 
Edward  J.,  486 
Franz  E.,  485 
Johann  F.  C.,  485 
Margaret  A.,  486 
Margaretha  E.,  486 
Martin,  485 
Mathilda,  486 
Meyer,  Carl  H.,  496 
Dorothy,  497 
Edwin  W.,  497 
Edwin  W.,  Jr.,  497 
Elfrieda,  496 
Elizabeth,  496 
Frederick  W.,  494 
Frederick  W.  (2),  495 
Frederick  W.,  Jr.,  496 
George  H.,  496 
Henry,  Jr.,  495 
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Henry  H.,  494 
Herman  H.,  497 
Herman  J.,  497 
Isabel,  497 
Mary,  495 
Wilbur  G.,  496 
Meyerowich,  Amelia,  341 
Charles,  341 
I.,  341 

Jeanette,  341 
Nathan,  341 
Miller,  Betty,  578 
Edward  I.,  342 
Emil,  578 

George  U.,  Dr.,  578 
Nannie,  342 
Nicholas  F,,  342 
Regina,  578 
Sophia,  342 

Millner,  Abraham  D.,  426 
Abraham  D.  (2),  427 
Bella  T.,  426 
Isaac  A.,  Dr.,  426 
Minnie,  426 
Mills,  Calvert,  291 
Cuthbert,  Jr.,  291 
Cuthbert,  Sr.,  290 
Lucy  B.,  230 
Marie  M.,  291 
Mary,  229 
Mildred  M.,  291 
William,  229,  290 
William  W.,  229 
William  W.  (2),  229 
William  W.,  Jr.,  230 
Milnes,  Agnes,  221 
Albert  V.,  48 
Helena,  48 
John,  47,  48 
John,  Jr.,  48,  221 
Kenneth  W.,  48 
Mark,  48 
Mark  (2),  48 
Mary,  48 

Minkel,  Edward,  548 
Edward  J.,  548 
Emma,  548 
Joseph,  548 
Julia,  548 

Minto,  Isabelle  F.,  105 
John  R.,  104 
Margaret  S.,  105 
Marie  S.,  105 
Mary  E.,  104 
Minnie,  104,  105 
Robert  J.,  105 
William  B.,  103,  104 
Moehrmann,  John  H.,  558 
Mary,  558 

Mohlenhoff,  Henry,  271 
Henry  W.  D.,  271 
Herman  H.,  271 
Herman  H.  D.,  271 
Johanne  E.,  271 
Richard,  271 
Wilhelmine,  271 
Mohn,  Cornelia,  17 
John  A.,  18 
Leopold,  Rev.,  17 
Otto  L.  F.,  Rev.,  17 
Rebecca  H.,  18 


Mojecki,  Anthony,  57 
Hedwig,  57 
John,  56,  57 
John  (2),  57 
Joseph,  56 
Katherine,  56 
Susan,  57 

Moll,  Caroline,  531 
Katherine  A.,  531 
Otto,  531 
Otto,  Jr.,  531 
Moore,  Bessie  H.,  82 
Carrie,  294 
George  C.,  294 
Leonard  T.,  82 
R.  H.,  82 

Moran,  Eugene,  300 
John  J.,  299 
John  J.,  Jr.,  300 
May  A.,  300 
Patrick  J.,  299 
Winifred  A.,  299 
Mord,  Alter,  48 
Anna,  48 
Annette,  49 
George,  Dr.,  48 
Gertrude,  49 
Maurice,  49 
Morris,  Arthur  A.,  145 
Cecile  G.,  145 
Edwin,  145 
Hazel,  146 
Richard  A.,  146 
William  H.,  145 
William  H.,  Jr.,  Capt.,  145 
Morrison,  Henry,  134 
Henry  P.,  134 
Isabella  A.,  135 
Margaret,  134 
Mott,  Ella,  561 
Ellis,  561 
Katherine,  228 
Martin  M.,  Capt.,  228 
Mourey,  Fanny,  332 
Ira,  332 
Peter,  333 

Mullen,  Catharine  A.,  41 
Evelyn,  41 
William  L.,  41 
William  M.,  40,  41 
Muller,  Charles  H.,  257 
Charles  M.,  257 
Elizabeth  A.,  257 
Julius  C.,  257 
Louis  H.,  257 
Marietta,  257 
Wilhelmina,  257 
Mulligan,  Edward,  Jr.,  383 
Edward  J.,  383 
Margaret,  383 
Mary  A.,  383 
William,  383 
William  F.,  383 
Mullin,  Bernard,  305 
Bernard,  Sr.,  305 
Charles,  549 
Charlotte,  305 
Edna,  502 
Francis  W.,  306 
Henrietta,  306 
Henrietta  A.,  502 


Herbert  B.,  306 
James,  502 
James  (2),  502 
Mary,  549 
Mary  E.,  502 
William  H.,  502 
William  H.,  Jr.,  502 
Murphy,  Bella,  331 
David,  331 
Myhre,  Agnes,  41 1 
Andreas,  41 1 
Anna,  41 1 
Bernard,  41 1 
Gertrude,  41 1 
Mildred,  411 
Olaf  A.,  41 1 
Olaf  A.,  Jr.,  411 

Nause,  Andreas,  359 
Maria,  359 
Ottilie,  359 
Richard  F.,  359 
Neall,  Daniel,  468,  471 
Sarah,  468,  471 
Nebeker,  Aquila,  25 
Mary  E.,  25 
Nellis,  Alice,  539 
Arthur  C.,  539 
Reginald  V.,  539 
Neumann,  Anton  J.,  238 
Anton  J.  (2),  238 
Henrietta,  238 
Sarah  J.,  238 
Nichol,  George  L.,  475 
Harold,  476 
James,  475 
Jeannette,  476 
John,  475 
Mary  A.,  475 
Norman,  476 
Rosabelle,  476 
Noble,  Daniel,  325 
Edward,  325 
Mary,  325 
Nolte,  August,  268 
Edward  F.,  268 
Edward  F.,  Jr.,  268 
Jeanette  A.,  268 
Louis,  268 
Wilhelmenia,  268 
North,  Benjamin,  358 
David  B.,  359 
Edna  M.,  359 
George  K.,  357,  358 
George  K.,  Jr.,  359 
John,  357 

Maurice  D.  C.,  358 
Maurice  D.  C.  (2),  359 
Samuel,  358 
Thomas,  358 
Thomas  (2),  358 
Thomas,  Capt.,  358 
Verna  H.,  359 
William,  358 
Zachariah  M.,  358 
Norton,  Alfred  V.,  237,  339 
Alfred  V.,  Jr.,  238 
Anna,  238,  339 
Bernard  S.,  238 
John  J.,  237 
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Julia  A.,  237 
Michael,  237 
Nunley,  Anna,  560 
Caroline,  560 
Lester,  560 
Thomas,  560 
Thomas  W.,  559,  560 
William,  559 
William  (2),  560 

O’Connell,  Joseph  J.,  Dr.,  148 
Margaret,  148 
O’Connor,  Bridget,  223 
David,  223 
David  C.,  Rev.,  223 
O’Dea,  James  J.,  Dr.,  179 
Laura  E.,  180 
O’Leary,  Honora,  236 
James,  Jr.,  236 
James  A.,  236 
Mae  G,  236 
Patrick,  236 
Oberg,  Carl  I.,  285,  286 
Elizabeth,  286 
Oscar,  285 
Peter,  285 

Odegaard,  Bertha,  287 
Lloyd  B.,  288 
Ole,  287 
Ole  O.,  287 
Petrinella  O.,  288 
Royal  A.,  288 
Oldham,  Fannie,  381 
George  F.,  381 
Gertrude  E.,  502 
Heber  D.  W.,  381 
Heber  J.,  381 
Mabel,  561 
Mary,  381 
Mary  E.,  381 
Muriel,  561 
Reginald  S.,  381,  502 
Stanley,  381 
Thistleton  J.,  381 
Thomas  F.,  381 
U.  Grant,  381,  561 
Oleck,  Anna,  562 
Harvey,  562 
Lawrence,  562 
Louis,  562 
Richard,  562 
Stanley,  561,  562 
Yvette,  562 

Osborne,  Lester  W.,  428,  429 
Nora,  429 
Robert,  428 
Robert,  Jr.,  428 
Ostrander,  David,  453 
Frederick,  453 
Gertrude,  453 
Grace,  453 
Hendrick,  453 
Maria  L.,  453 
Nathaniel,  453 
Nathaniel  J.,  453 
Nathaniel  J.  (2),  453 
Pieter,  453 
Pieter  P.,  453 
William,  453 
Ostwald,  Anita,  397 
Ernest,  397 


Otis,  James,  467 
Joseph,  Gen.,  466 
Maria,  466 

Ottaviano,  Frank,  540 
Mary,  540 
Newton  F.,  540 
Otto,  Eliza,  258 
Frederick  W.,  258 
Hattie  S.,  258 
Peter,  258 

Owens,  Albert  H.,  Dr.,  444 
Albert  H.,  Jr.,  444 
Dean  P.,  444 
Elizabeth  A.,  444 
Grace  M.,  444 
Thomas,  444 
Oxholm,  Carl,  37 
Carl  W.  E.,  36 
Louise  B.,  37 
Philip  D.,  37 
Theodor,  37 
Theodor  S.,  36 

Packard,  Charles  R.,  164 
Charles  R.,  Jr.,  164 
Pallister,  Charles  F.,  446,  447 
Florence,  447 
Julia,  446 
Thomas  S.,  446 
Thomas  S.  (2),  447 
Walter  E.,  446 

Palma  (de  Palma),  J.  Andrea,  144 
John  W.,  145 
Joseph  A.,  144 
Joseph  A.,  Jr.,  145 
Marie  J.,  145 
Marie  R.,  144 
Palmer,  Anna,  42 
Charles  E.,  42 
Harold,  42 
Harry  J.,  Hon.,  42 
Margaret  A.,  42 
Panzer,  Adam,  314 
Barbara  T.,  314 
John  A.,  313,  314 
John  A.,  Jr.,  314 
Margaret,  314 
Pape,  Adolph,  129 
Mary  F.,  130 
Otto  W.,  129 
Parker,  Anna  W.,  84 
Benedict,  83,  84 
Ella,  84 
Francis,  84 
George  B.,  84 
Pearson,  Anthony,  430 
Astrid,  275 
Julia,  430 
Margaret,  430 
S.  Daniel,  275 
Thomas  H.,  Dr.,  430 
Pedersen,  Andrew,  576 
Carl  V.,  577 
Jens  V.,  576 
Karen,  576 
Paul  A.,  577 
Rosie,  577 

Peggs,  Frederick  M.,  170 
Gordon  E.,  170 
Helen,  170 
MacDonald,  Dr.,  169 


Mary,  169 
William,  169 

Pelton,  Benjamin,  77 
Daniel,  77 
Daniel  (2),  75,  78 
George,  76 
Jane,  77 
John,  76 
Philip,  77 
Philip  (2),  77 
Samuel,  76 
Samuel  (2),  76 
Sophia  J.,  78 

Perkins,  Foster,  71 
John,  Dr.,  71 
Vina,  71 
William,  71 

Perry,  Edgar  P.,  164 
Edwin,  163 
George  W.,  163 
George  W.  (2),  164 
Mary  E.,  164 
Sarah,  163 

Pettersen,  Godfred,  340 
Harold,  340 
Mary,  340 
Oswald,  340 
Peter,  340 

Pettit,  Charles  D.,  73 
Nellie  M.,  73 
Stanley  C.,  Dr.,  73,  74 
Viola,  74 
Watson,  73 

Phillips,  Charles  E.,  298  , 

Charles  F.,  297 
Gordon  P.,  298 
Helga,  298 
Mary,  297 
Vincent  K.,  297 

Pitt,  Bernard  B.,  Dr.,  501 
Irene,  501 
Isa,  Soi 
Maide,  501 
Reba,  501 

Platt,  Abner  H.,  209 
Edward  C.,  209 
Hugh  H.,  209 
Margaret,  209 
Nora  S.,  209 
Waddill,  209 

Poillon,  Arthur,  Col.,  455,  456 
Arthur  J.,  457 
Cornelius  C.,  456 
Curtis,  457 
Hester  B.,  456 
Jacques  (2),  455 
Jacques  (Jaque),  455 
Jean  (John),  456 
John,  Jr.,  456 
John  E.,  456 
Lena  R.,  457 
Richard,  456 

Poindexter,  Irene  (Mrs.  Robert 
W.,  Jr.),  511,  512 
John  D.,  512 
Madeline,  512 
Robert  W.,  512 
Robert  W.,  Jr.,  512 
Romaine  L.,  512 

Pollack,  Caroline  S.,  568 
Charles  B.,  568 
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Pollard,  Jessie,  229 
Sydney,  229 
Post,  Josephine,  189 
Sidney  N.,  189 
Pouch,  Alfred  T.,  24 
Elizabeth,  24 
Powell,  Andrew,  128 
Benjamin,  128 
Elizabeth,  128 
Mary,  129 
Mary  A.,  128 
Stephen,  128 
Thomas,  128 
Prall,  Abraham,  29 
Abraham,  Jr.,  29 
Arendt  J.  van  N.,  29 
Daniel,  29 

Edwin  T.,  Hon.,  29 
Helen  A.,  30 
Lilian  P.,  29 
Pieter,  Capt.,  29 
Rachel  M.,  29 
William,  29 

William,  Hon.,  Rev.,  29 
Prien,  Vivien  J.,  504 
W.  A.,  504 
Prier,  Andrew,  432 
Andries,  432 
Betty,  433 
Ellen  J.,  432 
J.  Irving,  432 
James  E.,  432 
James  E.  (2),  433 
John,  432 
Priest,  Ida,  129 
Joseph  D.  C.,  129 
Prosuh,  John,  578 
Joseph,  578 
Katherine,  578 
Putnam,  Charles  U.,  489 
Ellen  J.,  488 
Eugene  G.,  13 
Garrett  P.,  13 
John,  488 
Kearney  C.,  13 
Louis  H.,  488 
Marion,  13 
Nina  M.  J.,  489 
Samantha,  13 
Winfield  B.,  13 

Quinlan,, Bridget,  221 
Charles,  221 
Mary  A.,  221 
Thomas,  221 
Thomas  F.,  221 
Thomas  R.,  221 

Raasch,  J.  Hermann,  301 
Louis  W.,  301 
Louisa  M.,  301 
Rabbage,  Harriett,  125 
Lewis  H.,  Lieut.,  125 
Racine,  Amanda,  74 
Jules,  74 
Jules,  Jr.,  74 
Radish,  Esther,  258 
Gottel,  257,  258 
Israel,  258 

Reardon,  Ada  M.,  429 
Donald  J.,  429 


Reeder,  Florence  G.,  525 
George  L.,  525 
Regan,  Dennis,  130 
Lillian  E.,  130 
Mary,  130 
William  A.,  130 
Rehm,  Charles  A.,  526 
Charles  G.,  526 
Jacob  F.,  526 
Marie  M.,  526 
Reichelt,  Carrie,  180 
Clarence,  180 
Frederick,  180 
Johanna,  180 
Martha,  180 
Victor  H.,  180 
Reilly,  Helen,  255 
Matthew  J.,  255 
Matthew  J.  (2),  255 
Owen,  255 
Rendt,  Amelia,  413 
Anna,  414 
August,  413 
Charles,  413 
David,  Jr.,  414 
David  S.,  Hon.,  413 
Edward^  414 
Reynaud,  Ethel  C.,  146 
Henry,  146 
Reynolds,  Bridig,  196 
John,  196 
Margaret  L.,  196 
Ricci,  Angelina,  540 
Caroline,  540 
Domonico,  539 
Domonico  (2),  540 
Josephine,  539 
Rocco  M.,  539 
Victor,  540 

Richtmyer,  Carrie,  513 
Gladys,  514 
Howard  A.,  513 
Howard  A.,  Jr.,  514 
Liberty,  513 

Rieger,  Charles,  Dr.,  502 
Riland,  Annett  H.,  519 
Walter  H.,  519 
Riley,  Herbert,  557 
Maurice  B.,  557 
Ritz,  Catherine,  122 
James  M.,  122 
John,  122 
Mattie,  123 
Stuart  L.,  122 
Robinson,  Clarence  I.,  296 
Inez,  296 
Isaac,  296 
James  R.,  241 
John  P.,  144 
Louise  E.,  144 
Martha  A.,  241,  242 
Mary  A.,  296 
Mehala  F.,  296 
Milton,  296 
Sarah,  241,  242 
William,  241,  242 
Winslow  D.,  242 
Rodman,  Carolyne,  417 
Erskine  M.,  417 
Randolph,  417 


Roebling,  Johanna,  137 
John  A.,  137 
Rohde,  Charlotte,  544 
Dora,  131 
Frederick,  131 
Frederick  (2),  131 
Frederick  L.,  131 
Theresa  M.,  131 
Wilhelm,  544 
William  C.,  131 
Romer,  Isaac  P.,  325 
Phoebe  A.,  325 
Ronchovitz,  John,  578 
Mary  E.,  578 

Roosevelt  (Van  Rosenvelt),  Claes, 
194 

Ellen  M.,  194,  195 
Isaac,  194 
Isaac  (2),  195 
Jacobus,  194 
James,  195 
John  A.,  194,  195 
Nicholaes,  194 
Rorke,  Catherine,  461 
George  M.,  461 
Patrick,  461 
Rose,  Ethel,  515 
Johnson  L.,  515 
Thomas  M.,  515 
Vera,  515 
William  H.,  515 
Rosenberg,  Adele,  219 
Alphonse,  219 
Rosenholz,  Deborah,  312 
Leo,  312 
Meyer,  312 
Mordecai  L.,  312 
Ruckgaber,  Emma,  475 
Max,  475 

Rudman,  Josephine,  538 
Louis,  538 
Louis  W.,  538 
Mary  E.,  538 
Ruff,  Albert  J.,  256 
Albert  J.,  Jr.,  256 
Caroline,  256 
Emil  J.,  256 
Joseph,  256 
Joseph  M.,  256 
Louisa,  256 
Ottilia,  256 
Samuel  J.,  256 
Rumage,  Emily  V.,  445 
Frederick,  444 
George,  444 
Ida,  444 

Kennard  W.,  445 
Walter  R.,  444 
Russell,  Edward  J.,  242 
Eileen  L.,  242 
Rutledge,  Mary  T.,  260 
Paul,  260 
Thomas  F.,  260 
Rutz,  Ernest,  256 
Ernest  C.,  256 
John,  256 
Marie,  256 
Mildred  A.,  256 
Ryan,  Catharine,  16 
Michael,  16 

Morgan  M.  L.,  Hon.,  16 


Sander,  Babette,  284 
Bertha,  284 
Leo,  284 
Ludwig  R.,  284 
Seymour,  284 
Simon,  284 
Walter  D.,  284 
Sanguinette,  John  Q.,  559 
Mabel  E.,  559 
Saunders,  Agnes  G.,  116 
E.  Chaffee,  116,  11 7 
Mae,  117 

Nelson  H.  (2),  117 
William  D.,  116 
Schaefer,  Carl,  219 
Caroline,  219,  486 
Edmund,  219,  486 
Edmund,  Jr.,  219 
Helen,  219 

Schaffer,  Dewey  J.,  574 
Edward  A.,  574 
Eugene  A.,  574 
Fred,  573 
Louise,  573,  574 
Marton  M.,  573 
Scheerer,  Henry,  525 
Suzan  M.,  525 
Scheubner,  Carl,  569 
Charles  F.,  Capt.,  569 
Fredericka,  569 
Frieda,  569 
Louisa,  569 

Scheuermann,  Gregory,  Rev., 
Schleininger,  Charles,  451 
Charles  A.,  451 
Charles  A.,  Jr.,  451 
Fredericka,  451 
Harold,  452 
Helen,  451 

Schlesinger,  Herman,  572 
Joseph,  572 
Julia,  572 
Moe,  572 
Ray,  572 

Schlictmann,  Adaler,  565 
Adolph  R.  C.,  564,  565 
Anna  M.,  565 
Frederick,  565 
Frederick  (2),  565 
Frederick  J.,  565 
Schlid,  Elizabeth,  258 
William  A.,  258 
Schmidt,  Alice  C.,  108 
Bertha  M.,  341,  482 
Gertrude,  341 
Heinrich,  340 
Joseph  S.,  108 
Sophia,  340 
William,  340,  482 
William,  Jr.,  341 
Schneider,  August,  439 
Casper  C.,  439 
Charles,  273,  274 
Charles  H.,  274 
Elizabeth,  274 
Emilia  J.,  439 
Henry  G.,  274 
Johanna,  439 
Josephine,  439 
Kaspar,  438 
Kaspar  (Casper),  438 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE  601 


Louis  G.,  274 
Louis  J.,  273 
Wilhelmina,  273 
Schrieb,  Caroline  L.,  500,  501 
George  J.,  500 
Gottlieb,  500 
Schultes,  Barbara,  5 26 
Elizabeth,  527 
John,  526 
John  (2),  526 
John  (3),  527 
Louis,  527 
William,  527 
Schwerd,  Adolph,  138 
Celina,  138 

Frederick  M.,  Dr.,  138 
Frederick  W.,  139 
Loretta,  139 
Louise,  138 
Max  J.,  Dr.,  138 
Scott,  Adam,  255 
Adam  J.,  254,  255 
Constance,  374 
Elizabeth  (Bess),  255 
Elsie,  255 
Minnie  B.,  255 
Remington  A.,  374 
Walter  S.,  255 
Seager,  Burnley  P.,  329 
Charles  L.,  329 
Ellen,  329 
Harriet,  329 

127  James  M.,  329 

James  M.  (2),  329 
James  M.  (3),  329 
Searl,  Bela,  336 
Eleanor  L.,  336 
James,  336 
John,  335 
John  (2),  335 
John  (3),  336 
John  B.,  336 
Mary  P.,  336 
Nathaniel,  336 
Sarah,  336 
Thomas  D.,  335,  336 
Thomas  D.  (2),  336 
Seaver,  Cletus  A.,  171 
Julia,  171 

Lawrence  A.,  170,  171 
Maria,  171 
Mary  J.,  171 
Mary  K.,  171 
Naughton  R.,  171 
Patrick,  171 
Patrick  (2),  171 
Patrick  (3),  171 
Seguine,  Annabelle,  38 
Edward  M.,  118,  119 
Elizabeth  S.,  516 
Elizabeth  W.,  516 
Emma,  38 
Harold  C.,  38,  516 
Henry,  37 
Henry  H.,  38 
James,  37 
John  B.,  1 19 

Joseph  G,  37,  38,  148,  516 
Joseph  H.,  37,  148 
Joseph  H.,  Jr.,  38,  148 
Laura  J.,  119 


Louis  J.,  37 
Melvin  M.,  38 
William,  119 
Winifred,  148 

Seidenstricker,  Calvin  A.,  369 
Charles  C.,  369 
Cora  C.,  369 
Mary  C.,  370 
Seigel,  Bertha  V.,  304 
Martin  H.,  304 
Paul  D.,  303 
Semler,  Albert  P.,  31 1 
Albert  W.,  312 
August,  31 1 
Emma,  311,  312 
Minnie,  312 
William  C.,  312 
Seybolt,  Gertrude  M.,  356 
Richard  C.,  356 
Shanahan,  John,  132 
John  F.,  Rev.,  132 
Katherine,  132 

Sharrett  (Sharet-Skerrit),  Ade¬ 
line  H.,  34 
Anna,  33 
Anna  J.,  465 
Arthur  J.,  466 
Clinton  C.,  466 
Clinton  J.,  465 
Emma  C.,  466 
H.  J.,  Jr.,  34 
Horatio  J.,  33,  504 
James,  465 
John,  33,  465 
John  B.,  33 
Natalie  L.,  34 
Richard,  33 
Roger  C.,  34 
Roger  C.,  Jr.,  34 
Washington,  33,  465 
Shea,  C.  Augustus,  24 
John  W.,  24 
Mary,  24 

Sheeran,  Bernard,  339 
Bernard  J.,  339' 

Bridget,  339 
Edward  B.,  339 
Gertrude,  339 
Mary  A.,  339 
Sheldon,  Douglas,  254 
Elizabeth,  254 
Ernest,  254 
Ethel,  254 
Gerald,  254 
Joseph,  254 

Shepherd,  Edna  B.  (Mrs.  Henry 

A.),  135 

Sheridan,  Anne  C.,  217 
George  F.,  216 
Harriette,  216 
Thomas  A.,  216 
Thomas  A.  (2),  216 
Sherwood,  Catherine,  308 
Harry,  308 
John,  308 
Lincoln,  308 
Minnie,  308 
Shields,  Emerald,  446 
Margaret,  446 
Robert  M.,  Dr.,  446 
Robert  M.,  Sr.,  446 
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Shortt,  Alice,  112 
Earl  J.,  1 13 
Earl  T.,  112 
Isaac  G,  112 
Nettie,  113 
Shrope,  Carrie,  443 
M.  D.  L.,  443 
Siemer,  August  C.,  569 
Elsa,  569 

Silvie,  Isaac  A.,  252 
Isabel,  252 
Louise  E.,  252 
Thomas  M.,  252 
Simonson,  Abram,  452 
Aert,  406 
Annie  E.,  452 
Charles  E.,  406,  407 
Charlotte  A.,  406 
Cornelius,  452 
Cortelyou  W.,  407 
Edgar  T.,  452 
Emeline,  452 
Henry,  452 
Isaac,  406 
Isaac  (2),  406 
Jacob,  406 
John  Q.,  228 
John  W.,  406 
Joseph,  406 
May,  407 
Sarah,  228 

Theodore  I.  (T.  Irving),  452 
William,  228,  406 
Simpson,  Emma  E.,  246 
James  O.,  246 
Minnie,  246 
Oscar  E.,  246 
Singer,  Abraham,  251 
Ada  R.,  251 
Fannie,  251 
Samuel,  251 
Singleton,  Honora,  386 
Katherine  V.,  386 
Michael,  386 
Patrick  J.,  386' 

Sarah,  386 
Thomas,  386 

Sisters  of  the  Congregation  de  No¬ 
tre  Dame  (Academy  of  Our 
Lady  of  the  Blessed  Sacra¬ 
ment),  365 
Slack,  Albert,  244 
Edwin  H.,  Dr.,  244 
Fannie  H.  L.,  244 
Florence  M.,  244 
Hannah  E.,  243 
Harry  L.,  244 
Robert  N.,  243 
William,  243 
Slator,  Anne,  564 
Be  van  C.,  564 
Bevan  C.  (2),  564 
Hannah,  564 
Harriet  I.,  564 
Thomas,  564 
Smarsch,  Andrew,  578 
Charles  F.,  578 
Magdelena,  578 
Mary  E.,  578 
Smith,  Abbie  E.,  203 
Alfred  T.,  386 


Amelia,  204 
Angela,  436 
Appolos,  98 

C.  Ernest,  Hon.,  46 
Caroline,  55,  96 
Carolyn,  98 
Catherine,  436 
Charles,  436 
Charles  C.,  204 
Charles  F.,  203 
Charles  H.,  202,  203 

D.  E.  Huger,  55 
Daniel,  460 
Delphine,  46 
Dorothy,  203 
Edith  M.,  461 
Edmund  P.,  101 
Edna  L.,  98 
Edward,  436 
Edwin,  504 
Eleanor,  98 

Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  L.,  363 
Elizabeth  W.,  460 
Emma,  46 
Epenetus,  202 
Francis  (Frank)  I.,  460 
H.  Dean,  Dr.,  96,  114 
H.  Marian,  504 
Hamilton  D.,  96 
Henry,  363 
Henry  C.,  460 
Ilse  C.  L.,  461 
J.  Alberta,  96,  114 
James  E.,  504 
Jean  E.,  101 
Job,  202 
Job  (2),  202 
John,  202 
John  A.,  Dr.,  96 
John  C.,  46 
John  F.,  202,  203 
Kenneth  D.,  461 
Laurence,  Capt.,  363 
Mamie,  504 
Margaret  I.,  387 
Maria,  204,  529 
Mary,  202,  363 
Mary  A.,  56,  386 
Minnie  I.,  363 
Moses,  202 
Richard,  202 
Robert,  Rt.  Rev.,  55 
Royal  H.,  97,  98 
Samuel  R.,  204 
Samuel  R.,  Dr.,  203,  204,  529 
Samuel  R.,  Jr.,  204 
Thomas  C.,  436 
Vincent  G.,  Dr.,  436 
William,  97 
William  (3),  98 
William,  Capt.,  363 
William,  Judge,  98 
William  A.,  386 
William  H.,  97 
William  M^  55 
William  M.,  Jr.,  56 
William  S.,  98 
Smoot,  Anne  E.,  374 
George  W.,  374 
Howard  H.,  374,  375 
Sohm,  Frederick  W.,  349 


Harold  A.,  349 
Hazel  V.,  349 
Henry,  Jr.,  349 
Henry,  Sr.,  349 
Mary  R.,  349 
Milton  F.,  349 
Ruth  A.,  349 
Somach,  Ira,  574 
Joseph,  574 
Molley,  574 

Sorensen,  Christine,  252 
Kristopher,  252 
Mathilda,  252 
Sigurd  E.,  252 
Sperrle,  Erwin  M.,  268 
Josephine,  268 
Matilda,  268 
Matthes,  268 
Oscar  E.,  268 
Spratt,  Julia  H.,  11 
Lulu,  12 

Theodore  H.,  11,  12 
William  H.,  11 

Springstead,  Ambrose  T.,  486,  487 
Ambrose  T.,  Jr.,  487 
Arthur  W.,  289 
Daisy  A.,  486 
Fannie  E.,  487 
George  A.,  486 
Joseph  A.,  288 
Joseph  O.,  288 
Josephine  I.,  289 
LeRoy  J.,  487 
Marie,  487 
Mary  J.,  288 
William,  486 
Stafford,  Cecilia,  395 
DeWitt,  394,  395 
James,  395 
Richard,  394 
Richard  L.,  395 
Samuel,  394 
Susie,  395 
Thomas,  394 
Thomas  (2),  394 
Thomas  (3),  394 
Stake,  George  W.,  501 
George  W.,  Hon.,  391 
George  W.,  Sr.,  391 
John  E.,  501 
Margaretha,  391 
Martha  C.,  501 
Sarah,  391 

Staples,  Edward,  307 
Marguerite  M.,  307 
Stapleton,  Jane,  5x0 
John  J.,  510 
Lawrence,  510 
Michael,  509 
Michael,  Jr.,  510 
Staten  Island  Advance,  477 
Stauder,  Elsie,  569 
Frank  W.,  568 
Frank  W.,  Jr.,  568 
Johanna,  568 
Staudermann,  John,  347 
Mary,  347 

Stawski,  Cunegunda,  522 
Joseph,  522 

Steadman,  Christopher,  83 
Christopher  (2),  83 


Eliza,  83 
George,  83 
Lena  R.,  83 
Steers,  Agnes  L.,  243 
Benjamin,  242 
Catharine  W.,  242 
H.  Treadwell,  242 
Helen  A.,  243 
John,  242 
John  L.,  243 
Lawrence,  242 
Mary  S.,  242 
Sophia,  243 
Steinmetz,  Mary,  557 
Valentine,  557 
Steinmeyer,  Ellinor  B.,  219 
Henry  F.,  Dr.,  219 
Henry  G.,  Dr.,  219 
Steinrock,  Amelia,  208 
Charles  M.,  208 
Franklin  K.,  208 
Isaac,  208 
Sallie,  207 

Sternberg,  George  H.,  263 
Herman,  263 
Pauline  F.,  263 
Sara,  263 

Warren  G.  H.,  263 
Sterner,  Bertha,  248 
Florence,  54 
Frank,  54 
Frank  B.,  53,  54 
Hannah,  54,  248 
Harry  B.,  54,  248 
Nathan,  54 
Peter,  54 
Sydney  M.,  54 
Wilson  B.,  248 
Stickney,  Elizabeth,  402 
G.  Malcolm,  402 
Stiles,  Charles  G.,  Dr.,  27 
Florence  L.,  27 
Stillwell,  Carl  W.  D.,  55 
Christopher,  473 
Christopher  (2),  473 
E.  W.,  55 
Hester,  473 
James,  Capt.,  473 
Julia  I.,  473 
Nicholas,  Capt.,  472 
Nicholas,  Lieut.,  472 
Pauline  R.,  55 
Richard  S.,  Capt.,  473 
Thomas,  473 
Stirn,  Albert  L.,  137 
Emma,  137 
Ferdinand  R.,  137 
Laura  N.,  137 
Louis  A.,  137 
Lucille  E.,  137 
Samuel,  Rev.,  137 
Stoffreiden,  Augusta,  378 
Carl,  378 
Mary  A.,  379 
Oscar,  Capt.,  378 
Oscar  L.,  379 
Stone,  Elisha  G.,  208 
Emma  F.,  208 
Emma  S.,  209 
Henry  C.,  Lieut.,  209 
John,  208 
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Mead  W.,  Lieut.,  209 
Medad  E.,  208 
Medad  W.,  208 
Storer,  Ira  A.,  Capt.,  173 
Jane,  173 

Stoughton,  Caroline,  85 
Clarence  C.,  85 
Donald  W.,  86 
George,  85 
Hilda,  86 

Stover,  Edna  M.,  159 
George  H.,  159 
Jane,  159 
John,  159 

Lemuel  H.,  Capt.,  159 
Mary  A.,  159 
Simeon,  159 
Sylvester,  159 
Strauss,  Felicie,  79 
Frank  A.,  79 
George,  79 

Seligman  J.,  Judge,  79 
William,  79 

Strohmeyer,  Charles  (3),  297 
Charles,  Jr.,  296 
Charles,  Sr.,  296 
Margaret  A.,  297 
Minnie,  296 

Sullivan,  James  A.,  290 
Jane,  290 

Jeremiah  A.,  Capt.,  290 
Kenneth  A.,  290 
Mary  E.,  290 
Thomas  R.,  290 
Walter  J.,  290 
Sutter,  Carl  J.,  42 
Emma  M.,  41 
Frederic,  Rev.,  41 
Frederic  E.,  41 
Frederic  J.,  41 
Herbert  E.,  42 
Johanna,  41 
Sutton,  Charles,  348 
Esli  L.,  348 
Leilah  P.,  349 
Martha  P.,  348 
William,  348 

Taege,  Caroline  A.,  499 
William,  499 
Takach,  Barbara,  51 1 
Elfrieda,  51 1  .* 

Irene,  510 
Joseph  P.,  Dr.,  510 
Michael,  510 
Paul  R.,  51 1 
Phyllis,  51 1 

Taylor,  Edward  A.,  248 
Edward  A.  (2),  249 
Emiline,  528 
James,  508 
James  A.,  249 
Margaret  A.,  249 
Marie  B.,  249 
Rosa,  508 
William,  528 
Teas,  John,  460 
William,  460 
Terry,  George  S.,  83 
Ruth,  83 

Thaten,  Bertha,  132 


Carl  M.,  133 
Hermann,  132 
Lina,  133 
Max,  132 
Wilma  G.,  133 

Thompson  (Thomson),  Anna  E., 

324,  325 

Benjamin  D.,  325 
Douglas  B.,  157 
Elizabeth  H.,  325 
Eudora,  157 
Gordon,  157 
Hilda  M.,  157,  158 
Hur,  157 
J.  Walter,  353 
James,  353 
John,  157,  353 
Josiah  W.,  157 
Judson,  157 
Lillian,  354 
Sarah,  353 
Thomas,  157 

Thomsen,  August  J.,  Capt.,  313 
Dorothea,  313 
Edwina  A.,  313 
Thomas,  313 

Thomson,  H.  S.,  555 
H.  S.,  Jr.,  555 
James  E.,  247,  555 
Kathryn  J.,  248 
Mary,  247 
Mary  J.,  555 
William,  247 

Thorsen,  Anna,  244,  245 
Clarence,  245 
Daniel,  245 
Herbert,  245 
Olaf  T.,  244 
Thor  G.,  244 

Tiernan,  Franklin,  463 
J.  Harry,  Hon.,  462 
J.  Harry,  Jr.,  463 
Kenneth,  463 
Margaret,  463 
Mary,  462 
Peter,  462 

Timlin,  Charles,  335 
Elizabeth,  335 
Hugh,  335 
John  (3),  335 
John,  Jr.,  334 
John,  Sr.,  334 

Timpone,  Anna,  492 
Mary,  492 
Nicholas,  492 
Peter  J.,  Dr.,  492 
Peter  N.,  492 
William,  492 

Tompkins,  Blanche,  150 
Caleb,  3 
Daniel  D.,  3 
Daniel  H.,  3 
F.  Laird,  150 
Frank  W.,  149,  150 
Griffin,  3 
Hannah,  3 
John,  149 
John  (3),  149 
John,  Jr.,  149 
Jonathan  G.,  3 
Livingston,  15 1 
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Margaret,  149 
Margaret  E.,  150 
Mary  A.,  151 
May,  15 1 
Minthorne,  3 
Noah,  149 
Ray,  3 
Sarah,  3 
Shirley  S.,  151 
Thomas,  149 
Walker,  149 
Totten,  Ann,  13,  14 
Gilbert,  14 
Harriet,  14 
James,  14 
John,  13,  14 
John  (2),  14 

Tredwell  (Treadwell),  Abram  H., 
476 

Catherine,  476 
Catherine  A.,  476 
Edward,  476 
George  H.,  476 
John,  476 
John  A.,  476 
Ruth  M.,  477 
Samuel,  476 
Samuel  (2),  476 
Samuel  J.,  476 
Thomas,  476 
Tribus,  Harriet,  7 
Letitia  H.,  8 
Louis,  7 
Louis  L.,  7,  8 
*Lucien  H.,  8 

Triggs,  Elizabeth  C,  81,  82 
William  D.,  81,  82 
Trismen,  Addison,  254 
Gwendolyn,  254 
Truyter,  Edward,  450 
Lillian,  450 

Turner,  Alfred  D.,  286 
George  L.,  286 
Gilbert,  286 
Gilbert  D.,  287 
Martha  S.,  286 
Mary  A.,  286 
William  B.,  287  • 

Turney,  Catharine,  in 
John,  in 

Turpisch,  Charles  A.,  295 
Emma,  295 
Martha  E.,  295 
Richard,  295 
Roland  J.,  295 
Twyford,  Adele,  215 
Grace,  216 
William,  215 
William  (2),  215 
William  J.,  215 
Tynan,  Edward,  276 
Elizabeth,  276 
James  F.,  276 
Mary,  276 

Tysen  (Thys),  Barent,  18 
Barentsen,  18 
Barne,  18 
David,  18 
David  J.,  18 
David  J.  (2),  18,  19 
Elizabeth  P.,  19 


Frances  W.,  20 
John,  18 
John,  Capt.,  18 
Ruth  G.,  20 

Udel,  Bernard,  305 
Frank,  305 
Howard,  305 
Jennie,  305 

Ullman,  Bernard  E.,  420 
Edna  N.,  153 
Isabelle  S.,  421 
Mary  L.,  420 
Percival  G.,  418,  420 
Percival  G.,  Jr.,  153,  421 

Uslan,  Fanny,  287 
Maurice  G.,  287 
Samuel,  287 

Van  Duzer  (Doersen),  Abram,  403 
Augusta  E.,  404 
Daniel,  403 
Fannie  V.,  403 
Isaac  H.,  403 
Isaac  O.,  402,  403 
Isaac  V.,  404 
Mary  A.,  403 
Mary  M.,  403 
Pieter,  403 
Pieter  A.,  402 

Van  Name  (van  Namen),  Aaron, 
81,  182,  261 
Aaron  (2),  81 
Calvin  D.,  Hon.,  181,  307 
Charles,  81,  440 
Cornelius,  182,  307 
Daniel,  307 
David  M.,  81 
Elizabeth  A.,  181,  182 
Evert,  182 
Frederick  N.,  307 
Harold  C.,  440 
Herbert  M.,  440 

Joachem  (Jochem-Jachem),  181, 
261,  307,  440 
Livingston  C.,  261 
Lizzie  E.,  181 
Marion  E.,  441 
Marjorie,  307 
Mary,  261 
Mary  J.,  440 
Moses,  81,  440 
Ophelia,  307 
Richard  C.,  441 
Roger  C.,  306,  307 
Sarabelle,  181 
Sarah,  81 
Simon,  261 
Simon  (2),  261 
William  H.,  181,  182,  307 

Van  Pelt,  George  W.,  353 
Georgiana,  353 

Van  Riper,  Jane  A.,  235 
Sidonia  M.,  236 
William  M.,  235 
William  S.,  235 

Van  Wagner  (Van  Wagnen-Van 
Wagenen),  Aert  J.,  226 
Annita  V.  W.,  226 
Ernest  L.,  225,  226 


George  H.  (2),  226,  227 
George  H.,  Dr.,  226 
Johannes,  226 
Lydia  A.,  226 
Mynard,  226 

von  Fuerer,  Gertrude,  475 
William,  475 
Vanderbilt,  Annie,  422 
Beatrice  F.,  422 
Cornelius,  421 
Cornelius  (4),  422 
Cornelius,  Jr.,  422 
Cornelius,  Sr.,  421 
Elijah  R.,  421 
George  W.,  422 
Isaac  S.,  Chpt.,  403 
Robert  H.,  422 
Sarah  A.,  403 
Vanderhoef,  Alice,  269 
Henrietta,  269 
Henry  C.,  268,  269 
John  V.,  269 
Lucretia  M.,  269 
Vester,  Betty  E.,  573 
Harry  J.,  572,  573 
Henry  J.,  572 
Louise,  572 

Viegelmann,  Adolph,  567 
Anita,  567 
Elsa,  567 
Robert,  567 
Robert  (2),  567 
Walter,  567 

Viggiano,  Anthony,  144 
Carmela  J.,  144 
Vogel,  Louisa,  569 
Paul,  569 

Volkhardt,  Aquila  N.,  26 
John,  25 
Mary,  25 
Mary  B.,  25 
William,  25 
William  T.,  26 
Volpe,  Agnes,  311 
Anna  J.,  31 1 
Charles  J.,  310,  31 1 
Charles  J.,  Jr.,  31 1 
Dominic,  31 1 
Dominick,  31 1 
Edward,  31 1 
John,  31 1 

Voss,  Frederick  W.,  495 
Meta,  495 

Wagner,  Anna,  560 
Bertha,  306 
Harold  F.,  561 
Joseph,  560 
Joseph  W.,  561 
Lawrence,  306 
Louise,  561 
Ludwig,  560 
Waldeck,  Emma,  579 
Florian  L.,  578,  579 
Mabel,  579 
Robert  D.,  579 
Simon,  579 
Walker,  Emily,  114 
Hosea  E.,  Dr.,  114 
Hosea  E.,  Jr.,  Capt.,  114 
James  T.,  114 
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Margaret,  114 
Pauline  M.,  114 
Wallace,  Euphemia  A->  53° 
James,  530 
James  H.,  530 
James  H.,  Jr.,  530 
Percy  J.,  530 
Ruby  M.,  530 
Walsh,  Ann,  223 
Anna,  222 

Helen  (Mrs.  Richard  J.),  521 
Joseph,  223 
Mary,  223 

Richard  J.,  Dr.,  223 
William,  223 
William  H.,  222 
William  K.,  222 
Walter,  Frederick  W.,  116 
Regina,  116 
Theresa  A.,  116 
William  C.,  116 
William  F.,  116 
Waner,  Elise,  431 
John,  431 
Paul,  431 

Wanty  (De  Vantier-Wantier), 
Edmund  W.,  315 
Edward,  315 
Edward  W.,  316 
Elizabeth,  315 
Samuel,  315 
Samuel  M.,  316 
Sarah  B.,  316 
Ward,  Albert,  Judge,  316 
Catherine  U.,  316 
Cornelia,  17 
Dorothea,  17 
Fordyce,  17 
John  P.,  17 
Mary  M.,  316 
Reginald  P.,  16,  17 
Stetson,  17 

Warde,  Charles  S.,  337 
Elizabeth  J.,  337 
Hermoine  M.,  338 
John  S.,  Jr.,  337 
John  S.,  Sr.,  337 
Laqueer,  337 
Mabel  A.,  338 
William  D.,  337 
Wardlaw,  Jane  M.,  90 
William,  Rev.,  90 
Ware,  Donald  B.,  29 
George  H.,  28 
Ida  M.,  28 
John  S.,  Dr.,  28,  29 
Mabelle  A.,  29 
Richard  A.,  29 
William,  28 

Washington,  Freda  E.,  13 
Lawrence,  12 
May,  12 
Walker,  Dr.,  12 
Walker  H.,  12 
Watson,  Agnes  L.,  491 
Alice,  338 
Amy  E.,  338 
Arthur  J.,  338 
Caroline  L.,  490 
Cedric  S.  T.,  338,  490 
Cedric  S.  T.  (2),  491 


Edna,  176 
Frances,  176 
James,  338,  490 
John,  175 
John  (2),  175 
Richard  K.,  176 
Robert,  489 

Samuel  T.,  Judge,  338,  490 
Sidney  H.,  175,  176 
Walter  R.,  489,  490 
Walter  R.,  Jr.,  491 
Webb,  Christopher,  449 
Mary,  449 
Peter,  449 
Samuel,  449 

Wedemeyer,  Arnold  J.  B.,  Hon.,  84 
H.  William,  84 
Henry,  84 
M.  Adeline,  85 
Wilhelmina,  84 
Weidmann,  Fred,  543 
Paul,  543 
Sarah,  543 
Walter,  544 
Wilhelmine,  543 
Weinperl,  Fannie,  560,  561 
Ignatz,  560,  561 
Jacob,  561 
Joseph,  561 
Ludwig,  561 
Theresa,  561 

Welch,  Charles  W.,  Dr.,  xo 
Evelyn  T.,  10 

Wemple  (Wemp),  Andries,  23 
Andries  (2),  23 
Caroline  J.,  24 
Christopher  Y.,  23 
Jans  B.,  23 
Mary  E.,  23 
Myndert,  23 
Myndert  J.,  23 
William  R.,  23 
William  Y.,  23 
Werra,  Albert,  515 
Carl,  515 
Freda,  514 
John,  514 
Margaret,  514 
Michael,  514 
West,  Cassandra,  552 
Charles,  552 
Frank  H.,  552 
Jane,  552 
John  W.,  552 
Katherine,  552 
William  S.,  552 
Westervelt  (Van  Westervelt), 
Abraham  W.,  21 
Anna  T.,  22 
George,  22 
Hannah  E.,  21 
James,  22 
John  S.,  Dr.,  21 
Roelof  L.,  21 
Tompkins,  21,  22 
William,  21 

Wheeler,  Grattan  H.,  50 
Grattan  H.,  Jr.,  50 
Jonas,  50 
Silas,  50 

White,  Catherine,  108 


Charles,  559 
J.  Russell,  120 
Maria,  120 
Mary,  559 
Mary  E.,  108 
Park  J.,  120 
Park  J.,  Jr.,  Dr.,  120 
Sophia  H.,  120 
Thomas,  108,  559 
Thomas  (2),  108 
Whitford,  Anna  P.,  532 
Edgar  K.,  Sr.,  532 
Edgar  K.,  Jr.,  532 
Gertrude,  559 
James,  532,  558 
Mary,  532 
Sarah,  532,  558 
Wilbur  W.,  558 
Wicchers,  Emily  J.,  137 
John  F.,  137 
Wickert,  Caroline,  546 
Charles  H.,  546 
Gertrude,  546 
Henry,  546 
Raymond  A.,  546 
Wigand,  Charles  F.,  431 
Emma,  431 
John  M.  D.,  430 
Louise,  431 
Marion,  431 
Otto  F.,  430 
Robert  C.,  430,  431 
Robert  C.,  Jr.,  431 
Wildermann,  Elizabeth  B.,  249 
John,  249 
Maria  B.,  249 
Wilkens,  Ethel,  268 
John  A.,  267 
John  D.,  267 
Marie,  267 

Wilkinson,  Emma  L.,  102 
James,  101 
James  (2),  102 
Martha  J.,  ior 
Stephen,  101 

William  B.,  Dr.,  101,  102 
William  B.,  Jr.,  102 
Willcox  (Wilcoxson-Willcoxson), 
Annie  A.  H.,  469 
Henry,  470 
Jesse,  469 
Joseph,  468 
Joseph,  Dea.,  468 
Mary  O.,  468,  470 
Oliver,  469 

Phyllis  (Mrs.  Sydney  G.),  215 
Stephen,  468 
Sydney  G.,  470 
William,  468 
William  G.,  468,  469 
William  H.,  Rev.  Dr.,  469 
Wille,  Alma  F.,  365 
Augusta  L.,  365 
Carl,  544 
Friedrich,  544 
Hedwig,  544 
Herman,  365 
Herman  C.,  365 
Marie,  544 
Martha,  365 
Rudolph,  365 
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Williams,  Addie,  517 
M.  C.,  517 

Willig,  Elizabeth,  264 
Henry,  264 
John,  264  v 
Minna,  264 

Willis,  Catharine,  266 
James,  266 
John  J.,  266 
Roswell  J.,  266 
Sarah  B.,  266 
Thomas,  266 
William  H.,  266 
William  M.,  266 

Winans,  Harriette  L.,  517 
John,  517 
John  P.,  516,  517 
Juliet  F.,  517 
Ray,  517 
Scott,  517 

Winant,  Aldif  E.,  180 
Alexander  J.,  180 
Alonzo,  155 
Alvin,  378 
Arthur,  378 
Catherine,  377 
Charles  A.,  154 
Charles  A.,  Jr.,  155 
Flora  V.,  155 
Florence  M.,  181 
Freeman,  377 
Herbert,  155 
Ida  M.,  155 
Mark  E.,  Judge,  189 
Martha  D.,  180 
Mary  A.,  378 
Peter,  154,  189 
Pieter  W.,  154 
Rebecca  V.,  154 
Richard,  377 
Robert,  378 
Sarah,  189 
William,  155 
William  W.,  154 
Wynant  P.,  154 

Winter,  Alice,  66 
Brittania,  66 
Isaac,  66 
Jessie  F.,  66 
Thomas,  66 
William  W.,  66 
William  W.,  Jr.,  66 


Wirth,  Caroline,  328 
Erich  H.,  328 
Frederick  E.,  328 
Marie  A.,  329 
Wisan,  J.  M„  Dr.,  552,  553 
Josephine  S.,  553 
Kate,  553 
Richard,  553 
Samuel  D.,  553 
Woeckener,  August  C.,  270 
August  E.  D.,  270 
Dorothea  L.,  270 
Ernest,  270 
Marie  M.,  270 
Woehrle,  Anna  C.,  371 
Elinor  C.,  372 
Ernest  A.,  372 
Ida,  372 
Jacob,  371 
Louis  G.,  372 
Olga,  373 
Otto  A.  E.,  371 

Woglom  (Van  Woggelum-Woge- 
lum),  Abraham,  220 
Abraham  (2),  220 
Abraham  (3),  220 
Adrian,  220 
Ellen  V.,  220 
Emma,  220 
James,  220,  301 
Jan,  300 

John  V.  S.,  220,  301 
Sarah  A.,  220,  301 
Theodore  W.,  219,  220 
Woldin,  Alfred  W.,  543 
Anna,  543 
Johanna,  543 
Joseph,  542 
Mathias,  542,  543 
Wolf,  Erwin,  206 
John,  308 
Marie,  206 
Marion,  308 
Paul  E.,  206 
Wolff,  Cecilia  J.,  334 
Charles  L.,  333 
Julia,  333 
Philip,  333 
Wood,  Anita,  328 
Catherine,  123 
Clinton  W.,  509 


David,  123 
Florence,  509 
James,  328  , 

James  R.,  Dr.,  328 
Katherine,  328 
Paul  F.,  328 
Timothy,  123 

Woodward,  Lysander,  463 
Martha  G.,  464 
Peninah  A.,  463 
Robert  S.,  Jr.,  463,  464 
Robert  S.,  Sr.,  Dr.,  463 
Woolverton,  Charles,  454 
Charles  B.,  454 
Emma  C.,  453,  454 
George  W.,  454 
Joseph  W.,  453 
Robert  M.,  454 
Worthen,  Charles  H.,  187 
Joseph  F.,  Dr.,  187 
Leah,  187 
Rachel,  187 
Worzel,  Catherine,  234 
George  H.,  234 
Howard  H.,  234,  235 
John  L.,  235 
Mary  A.,  235 
Wright,  Carl  J.,  159,  160 
Florence  E.,  160 
Fred  M.,  160 
George  P.,  160 
Hily  V.,  160 
James,  160 

Xiques,  Elizabeth,  228 
Frank,  228 

Yetman,  Arthur  H.,  14 
Hubbard  R.,  13,  14 
Jeremiah,  14 
Laura  B.,  14 
Mary  A.,  14 
Mortimer  H.,  14 
Sarah  V.,  14 
William  A.,  14 
William  J.,  14 
Yocom,  Caroline,  401 
Thomas  S.,  Rev.,  401 
Young,  John  L.,  240 
Katherine  S.,  60 
Susan,  240 
William  M.,  60 


